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DEDICATION. 


TO  HIS  IMPERIAL  MAJESTY, 

■ 

SLEXdJi'DER   THE  F I  It  ST. 

Mosr  Gracious  Emperor, 

The  fir«*  vovai^^c  of  tlio  Russians  rouTiJ  the 

'World  is  one  of  th<    aosi  remarkable  events  in  tb.t^  an- 

•  ».alsuf  your  Imperial  Majesty^s  g«orioiis  rt^iyi :  and 

evcrj'  contribution  towards  a  mort  enlarf^cd  knowledc^e 

I  Oi*  this  i;rcat  undcrtakiiig  may  rTvtsonablj'  cxotct  to  cx«r 

[  r'iii:  "Im:  mtv^rcst  of  all  civilized  nations. 

The  observations  which  I  h:id  the  opportunity  of 
fwtkrtinjr,  as  the  fortunate  companion  of  the  first  Rus- 
bhn  circumnavig^itor,  have  tlie  most  complete  cLiim 
to  attention  conferred  upon  them,  by  the  peniiissiou 
^uen  me  to  y>lace  at  the  head  of  them  the  vcr)'  illus- 
trious name  of  your  Imjxrial  Majesty,  and  to  publish, 
Li  conjuTiction  with  my  feeble  efforts,  this  new  uisiancfc 
of  vour  (rracious  condescension. 

M:iy  it  please  your  Imperial  Majesty  to  accept  thin 
offering  as  a  trifling  token  of  unboinded  gratitude  ancj 
v::Pv  ration,  and  of  the  sincerity  with  whkh  I  shall  re*- 
nu'in  till  death, 

iSIost  gracioui  Emperor, 

Your  Imperial  Majesty's 

Truly  devoted 

And  obedient  servant  and  subject,. 

G,  H.  VON  LANOfhDQIii^F, 


INTRODUCTION 


I  r  may  perhaps  by  many  people  be  considc  red  as 
j.To.umptuous  in  me  to  lay  before  the  public  my  obs>CT- 
vaiioris  during  our  very  bUerestiiig  voyage  round  the 
world,  when  they  are  already  in  possession  of  an  ac- 
count of  this  expedition  from  tJic  hands  of  its  illustri- 
0^ I >  chit  f  himself.  I  lr:ve  only  to  answer,  that  my 
princi[vl  excuse  for  the  present  undertakincr  is,  that 
inv  aiuntiun  as  a  physician  and  naturalist  was  neccs- 
K'/)\y  directed  to  diflcrent  objects  from  those  !>y  which 
he  \^-aS  principally  occupied.  Besides,  as  i  quitted 
the  expedition  at  Kamschatka  in  the  year  1805,  and 
coiiscctiently  m  die  farther  progress  of  my  travels  took 
i  V'.  n'  chlferent  course  from  that  pursued  by  Captain 
Knv:enstcrn,  as  I  visited  the  Aleutian  Lies  and  tiie 
nonii-west  coast  of  America,  and  at  length  returned 
o\cr  land  throtjgh  Siberia  to  the  Russian  capiLil,  all 
t^iis  part  of  my  Avork  will  be  Vv'hoUy  distinct  froiu  any 
tiling  which  appears  in  his. 

Eveiy  observer  has  his  own  particular  point  of  view, 
ii  vv  liieh  he  contemplates  and  judges  new  objects ;  his 
own  sT>hue,  within  which  he  endeavours  to  bring 
V  hatever  excites  his  curiosity ;  many  tilings  may  there- 
fore 1  ;e  noviccd  in  my  work  which  were  passed  ov<"r 
by  Captain  Krusenstem :  and  of  others  descriptions 
njay  p<.rhaps  be  given  different  from  M'hat  urc  to  l^e 
fc^u»..i  in  his  universally  esteemed  and  excellent  work. 

It  could  never  be  my  intention  to  compile  a  nauti- 
cal account  of  our  expec^don  ;  to  concern  myself  with 
the  plan  of  the  voyage  and  the  'political  and  commer- 
cial views  comiecled  wiUi  it;  or  to  enter  into  detiiils 
concerning  the  appointment  of  die  officers  and  fitting 
^•ui  li. ,  ships*      Ail  these  things  are  so  amply  treated 


Vl  INTRODUCTION. 

by  our  chief,  that  any  tl\ingsaid  by  me  must  be  whcU 
ly  supcriiuous.  My  cndem ours  hnxv,  tliercfore.  be<nj 
directed  to  d*.scribinp;  the  objects  uhich  more  particu- 
larly interested  me,  siicli  as  the  manners  and  customs 
of  the  different  nations  we  visited,  their  modes  of  liv- 
ing, and  the  productions  of  the  countries,  combining 
with  them  a  historical  sketch  of  c^ur  route.  I  have 
wished,  in  short,  to  compile  a  popul:^r  narrative,  such 
as  I  may  reasonably  hope  will  be  in  many  resperts 
new,  and  in  all  acceptable  to  the  learned  world.  How 
fer  these  objects  may  be  attained,  remains  Ipr  the  pub- 
lic voice  to  determine. 

A  strict  adherence  to  truth  oMjj;ht  not  to  be  merely 
a  matter  of  preference ;  it  ous»;ht  to  be  considered  as  a 
sacred  duty  by  cv<.*ry  traveller  wiio  undertakes  to  give 
tlie  historj'  of  his  adventures  to  the  world  Nor  has 
he  any  occasion  tu  have  reeour^e  to  poetical  flourishes, 
or  the  detail  of  marvels,  (  mbcUished  l>v  a  livelv  ima- 
gination,  to  render  his  wdrk  ir:ter<.stiuf( ;  he  is  daily 
presented  with  so  many  thinp;s  really  remarkable,  and 
highly  worthy  of  attention,  iluit  hia  only  difficulty  is 
to  restrain  himself  so  far  in  relating  inere  facts,  that 
his  work  may  not  exceed  all  reason;} ble  bounds. 

As  I  do  not  think  that  scientific  descriptions  of 
plants,  animals,  and  oiIkt  ol  ejects  oi  Natural  History, 
belong  to  a  book  which  has  a  view  to  general  pur- 
poses,  and  is  intended  for  readers  of  ail  descriptioris,  I 
have  separated  them  from  tlie  body  of  the  work,  and 
intt^nd  publishing  tlK*m,  subsequently,  di'stinct  from 
the  rest.  I  liave,  however,  made  a  sort  of  beginning 
with  the  botanieal  part,  since  the  knuwUclgc  of  plants 
is  in  these  davs  the  brancli  of  Nacural  HistoJT  which 
interests  the  inost  uni\ersa!'v.  Essays  towards  the 
knowledge  of  insects,  fish,  birds,  &c.  shall  follow  by 
deforces,  as  time  and  means  will  permit. 

To  make  travelling  useful,  a  partic\ilar  strength  and 
turn  of  mind  is  njquisite,- which  c<m  or.'v  be  acquired 
by  lKp,innliig  to  travel  early  in  life.  It  was  my  '/iX)d 
fortune  lohave  prepared  myself  by  severvil  miner  i  >ur- 
nies  fur  the  givat  one  v  hich  I  at  length  undertuac,-- 
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Afitr  I  had  obtained  the  degn  e  of  Doctor  in  McJi- 
r'u^e  and  Siirgcrj',  at  Gottiniijen,  in  ITL'T,  1  accoi'Mja. 
liicd  to  Libbon  Prince  Christian  of  VVaick'ck,  who 
went  thither  as  Geneml  of  the  Portuguese  army. 

Even  in  my  early  years  i  hao  bee  n  much  fascinated 
with  tlie  study  of  Natural  HistorA  :  Biumenbach*s 
Lessons  decided  niv  attachment  to  this  science,  and 
Portugal  ojiened  a  wide  field  to  satisfy  my  desire  of 
knowledge.  My  occupation  of  Surgeon  did  not  in- 
tcriere  with  my  incliiiation  to  this  fjivourite  branch  of 
Mtudy  ;  ind  I  received  from  the  Prince  who  was  hini- 
.:clf  a  man  of  learning',  and  a  friend  to  science  and 
k.^fwledge,  all  possible  support  and  encoun^i^cment, 
Im  tht  spring  of  1798,  I  accompanied  him  on  a  mili- 
taiy  tcur  thmugh  aeveral  provinces  of  Portugal ;  but 
alasl  he  did  not  long  survive  it:  he  died  the  follow- 
ing year  of  a  drop.Ny  in  the  chest,  which  liad  come  on 
a:.Lr  dx  loss  of  his  ;irm. 

By  the  advice  of  the  th<:n  Portuguese  minister, 
Louis  Pinto  de  Souza  Coutinho,  I  detenuiiied  rather 
to  commence  practice  as  a  ph}'siciMa  in  the  fine  cli- 
mate, and  among  die  social  circle  of  anuable  and  po- 
o^lied  men,  whom  I  found  in  L'sbon,  than  to  relurn 
Jxiv:k  te  my  own  country.  I  soon  acqi]in:d  so  extcn- 
siv/  an  acquaintance  hi  nuuiy  German,  Enj^lisli,  and 
Portuiruesc  houses,  and  v/as  honoured  bv  tliciu.  with 
^o  much  confidence  ui  my  profcs^-^ionul  rupaci.y,  diat 
I  hr*J  ver)'  little  time  left  to  devote  to  my  favourite 
stijdi'-s,  and  examine  the  many  new  and  unknown  pro- 
ductions of  nature  with  which  1  was  presented-  This 
iiiduced  me  to  accept  the  offer  of  being  appointed  Sur- 
gton  Miiior  to  the  English*  auxiliarv'  troops  then  resi- 
dent in  rortugal,  that  is  to  say,  the  reginieiU  of  Cas- 
tries, because,  having  a  sufficient  Siihuy,  I  could  de- 
vote mv  leisure  hours  entire Iv  to  mv  favourite  pur- 
suit.  I  aceompanii^d  this  body  in  the "  can)pai;^n  of 
lSv')l  against  the  Spaniards  ;  but  as  we  were  dismiss- 
ed in  the  following  year,  at  the  conclusion  of  die  peace 
of  Amiens,  and  sent  ov(t  to  England.  I  availed  myself 
of  tliis  opportunity  to  visit  London  and  Paris,  on  my 
return  into  Germany  in  1803» 
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In  I  he  Tncintimc  I  had  sent  my  collection  of  Natu- 
ral Histor}%  which  ^as  toicrahly  ample,  from  Lisbon 
by  H:in)hurgh  to  Gouin^en,  huviiig  the  intention, 
u  hen  settled  at  the  latter  place,  to  j)re{)are  an  account 
oi'  iiiy  travels  in  Portuf^iil  for  the  pn:ss. 

'I'iie  friendshij)  sh.cw  n  me  by  the  first  natnialists  of 
Franc.:,  Messrs.  llury,  OlivitT,  Bosc  d'Ami  ^  *e,  L.a- 
ticillc,  Geoflhoy,  Brogn-art,  and  Dunicril,  and  the 
honoa;^  coni'crred  upon  me  nrnr')  about  the  s^ .me  time 
l>y  t]/v-  ImiKrial  Academy  oi  Sciences  at  Sr.  Pcuxs- 

•  I  ml 

biiri;!-,  in  naminq  me  tlx^ir  correspondent — all  these 
thlt.gs  i^r^vt  nic  so  much  cncoimigemcnt,  that,  an  ar- 
(It  nr  w'hAk  was  excited  in  my  bosom,  on  my  n.Hurato 
Gf>ttinii.\  n,  to  undertake  S';nic  great  journey,  tnitia-ly 
with  a  vkw  to  cxlcndinf?  mv  knowltdii:*:-  of  N-iiun^l 
History.  A  more  favot»njbieopp(»rtunity  for  this  pur- 
pobc  thim  acconipa)"!}  inj^  the  first  Russian  circuamavi- 
{rator  could  never  have  been  presennrlto  mc. 

i\s  Correspondent  of  tlrC  Academy,  I  thought  my- 
sell  r.o  a  considerable  u*.gree  justified  i.i  recjues-ing 
thcii'  hi»pport  for  the  advancement  oluiy  project,  and 
I  thirJorc  bv  letter  made  known  my  wishes  to  that 
F^'Kly.  But  although  the  Counsellor  o^  State  and 
Kiii<^!ii  \'on  Krafft;  and  the  Coilci^ial  Counsellor  and 
r^Iiriidht  Von  Adclung,  bi>ih  did  all  in  th'.ir  poivcr  to 
S'ij)port  my  application,  1  received  a  letter  ot  Gottin- 
wn,  on  till-  ciirhteentii  of  Auu'u^^t,  1803,  rePT'ttinsr  tliat 
Uiv  wihlic^hari  not  been  soon<  r  known,  as  the  time 
would  not  LOW  permit  their  b'/ing  com\)licd  with. — 
'i'f!c  tno  siiips,  the  Nadc.sobda  and  iNcva,  1  was  in- 
f(;rinc'I,  u»rc  to  sinl  with  the  fnsi  lair  wind,  and  wviv 
roi  to  stop  fv  r  above  a  week  ?".t  Copenhagen.  iJ^r.  Ti- 
lesius  was,  besides,  already  appointed  Natnraiist  to  tlu'* 
Ixpcdition,  which  he  was  expeci'd  tv>  j<^iiii  at  I'lsi- 
nore,  and  I  should  probably  not  like  to  \nxlcnake  u 
journoy  thiiher  U])On  an  unecriiraity,  und  at  my  oun 
evpcucc:  n(>thing  satisfactory,  tiicrcfufc,  could  be  pro- 
n.led  me  with  regard  to  my  request, 

]  was  not,  however,  the  less  ca;^e':  In  ray  v\  ishr's, 
and  was  determined  not  to  abi^ndon  my  p^-oject  till 
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conyinced  of  the  impossibili^  of  its  being  executed. 
My  resolHtion  was  immediately  taken,  and  without 
loss  of  time  I  set  out  the  very  same  day.  On  the 
twenty-first  of  August,  in  the  morning,  I  arrived  at 
Lubeck,  and  found  at  Travemunde  a  ship  ready  to  sail 
for  Copenhagen,  in  which  I  embarked.  We  weighed 
anchor  in  the  night  between  the  twenty-second  and 
twenty-third,  and  having  a  favourable  wind,  reached 
the  Danish  capital  early  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
fourth. 

I  went  immediately  to  the  Hotel  of  the  Sieur'  Rau, 
where,  to  my  infinite  satisfaction  and  delight,  I  found 
most  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  Russian  expedi- 
tion had  taken  up  their  quarters*  This  circumstance 
insfHTcd  me  widi  new  courage,  as  it  seemed  a  happy 
omen ;  and  the  result  did  not  deceive  my  expectations* 
I  entreated  so  earnestly  of  the  Chamberlain  Von  Resa- 
noff,  who  was  going  with  the  expedidon  in  quality  of 
Ambassadcnr  to  Japan,  to  be  received  as  a  sharer  in  the 
voyage,  th^t  at  length,  as  my  petitton  was  supported 
by  the  excellent  Captain  Von  Krusenstem,  the  proper 
chief  of  the  expedition,  I  had  the  happiness  of  finding 
it  granted. 

To  this  amiable  man,  and  scientific  navigator,  whose 
wen  known  services  are  far  above  my  praise,  I  must 
therpfore  be  permitted  here  publicly  to  make  my  grate- 
ful acknowledgments,  confessing  that  I  am  princi- 
pally indebted  to  his  fiiendship  and  support,  for  all  the 
gratification  I  received  in  the  travels  I  am  about  to  re- 
cord« 

Not  less  thanks  are  due  to  my  friend  and  travelling 
companion,  CounsellcH*  Tilesius,  who  unites  to  tli^ 
most  extensive  scientific  knowledge  exquisite  taste  in 
the  fine  arts,  for  the  many  sketches  with  which  he  has 
already  favoured  me,  and  for  the  many  more  promised 
by  him  to  enrich  and  embellish  the  Second  Part  of 
my  Travels.  To  him,  and  not  to  the  draughtsman 
of  the  expedition,  we  are  indebted  for  the  historical 
plates  in  die  Atlas  to  Captain  Krusenstem's  work.  He 
has,  besides,  in  his  possession  a  large  collection  of 
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sketches  of  objects  of  Natural  Histcxy,  which  he  pur- 
poses by  degrees  to  complete,  and  present  to  the  puUic. 
In  what  ccxicems  the  geogniphy  of  Japan,  and  the 
language  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tschoka,  I  have  availed 
myself  very  much  of  the  valuable  observations  of  Coubp* 
seilor  Julius  Von  Klapxrtlu  This  learned  friend  and 
colleague  was  so  obl^^g  as  to  furnish  me  with  seve- 
ral mteresting  notices  which  he  had  collected  from  Ja- 
panese  miaps  and  geographical  works.  To  the  good* 
nessofthat  ingenious  artist,  die  Sieur  Alexander  Or- 
loffsky,  I  am  indebted  for  the  portrait  of  the  French, 
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G.  H.  VON  LANGSDORFF, 

8$.  fettr^burghy  Juncy  ISU. 


TABLE  OP  CONTENTS- 


CHAPTER  I. 

Voyage  from  Copenhagen  to  £,pgland.  Stay  at  Falmouth. 
Vo3n^  to  Teneriffe.  Description  of  that  Island  and  of  the 
Peak«    Voyage  te  Brazil  -  *        *-^         Page  19 

CHAPTER  II. 
Stay  at  Santa  Catharina*  The  Town  of  Nossa  Senhora  do  Des- 
terro.  Manners  and  Customs  of  the  Inhabitants.  Dance  of 
the  Negr*  Slarves.  Excursion  to  the  Main  Land.  Arts, 
Knowledge,  and  Public  Institutions.  Manufactory  of  Train 
Oil.    Natural  History.     Medical  Observations        -         43 

CHAPTER  III. 
Departure  from  Brazil.    Voyage  round  Cape  Horn.    Easter 
lalaDd.     Arrival  at  Nukahiwa,  one  of  the  Washington  Isl- 
ands,   Impressions  made  at  the  first  sight  of  the  Island. 
Visit  from  the  Natives 78 

CHAPTfeR  IV. 
Account  of  die  Englishman  Roberta,  and  the  Frenchman  Ca- 
bri.     Cursory  View  of  the  Group  called  Washington's  Isl- 
ands.   Description  of  the  Island  of  Nukahiwa.    Its  Situa- 
tioDy  Climate,  Productions,  and  Population.    Particulars  re-  ' 
lative  to  the  Inhabitants  •         .        -        -        •        93 

CHAPTER  V. 
Tattooing.     The  Manner  in  which  it  is  performed*     The 
Houses  tabooed  during  the  Time.     Cloathing  of  the  Isl- 
anders.     Their  food.    The  Bread  Fruit.      Their  Dwel- 
lings        -. 110 

CHAPTER  VI. 

On  the  social  Institutions  among  the  People  of  Washington's 

Islands     The  Chiefs,  or  Kings.    The  Religion  and  Laws. 

Recapitulation  of  Objects  tabooed,  and  of  the  Occasi<»is  on 

which  they  become  so  -         -         -        •        •        1^1 

CHAPTER  VII. 
CandntiatioQ  of  the  Manners  and  Customs  of  the  People  of 
Nukahiwa*    Their  Anthropophagism.    Their  Wars.  Marr 


xii  cowxjcini^B. 

riages.  Births.  Funeral  Ceremonies.  Ma^ic.  Circum- 
cision. Dancing  F«^tivals.  Music.  Running  on  Stilts. 
Swimming.  Ornaments.  Household  Utensils.  Playthings. 
Canoes.     Miscellivieous  Observations         -        -  13® 

jCHAPTER  VIII.       * 
Departurc^fipom  Nukahiwa.     Arrival  at  Owhyhec,    Remarks 
upon  that  Island.     Reunion  with  the  Neva.     Voyage  to 
Kamschatka*    Arrival  and  Stay  there  -  -  158 

CHAPTER  IX. 
Voyage  to  Japan.    Introduction  to  the  Embassy  thither.    De- 
parture from  Kamschatka.  -  Occurrences  during  the  Voy- 
age,     Festival  of  tlie   Coronation.     Frightful  Hurricane. 
Arrival  at  Japan  -         -        -        -        -        -         1 77 

CHAPTER  X. 
Stay  at  Japan.     Occurrences  in  the  Road  before  the  Harbour 
of  Nangasaki.     Anchoring-Place  before  the  Papen  Moun- 
tain.   Change  of  the  Anchoring-Place.     Occurrences  there 
from  the  eighth  to  the  seventeenth  of  October         -         193 

CHAPTER  XL 
Road  behind  the  Papen  Mountain.  Occurrences  there  from 
the  seventeenth  of  October  to  t3ic  ninth  of  November.  An- 
choring-Place before  the  Imperial  Guard  House,  and  Nego- 
ciations  there.  Departure  from  the  Anchoring-Place,  and 
Entrance  into  Megasaki        -        -        -        -        -        212 

CHAPTER  XII. 
Stay  at  Megasaki.  Description  of  the  Habitation  there.  Per- 
mission given  for  the  Ship  to  be  carried  into  the  Harbour. 
One  of  the  Japanese  attempts  to  cut  his  Throat.  A  Bal- 
loon sent  up,  and  the  Alarm  occasioned  by  it.  Illness  of  the 
Ambassador  -        -        -.-        -        -        "        239 

CHAPTER  XIIL 
Recapitulation  of  what  had  passed  at  Nangasaki.  The  Arri- 
val of  the  Great  Man  from  Jedo  announced  to  the  Ambas- 
sador. Discussions  concerning  the  Manner  in  which  the 
Ambassador  was  to  be  received.  His  first  Audience  of  Ce- 
remony. His  second  Audience  for  Business.  His  third 
Audience  to  take  Leave  -  -  -  ^53 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

Departure  from  Japan.     Voyage  from  thence  to  Kamschatka. 

Cape  and  Straits  of  Sangaar.     Description  of  the  West  and 

Nortk-West  Coasts  of  Matmai,  or  Jesso.     Stay  in  Aniwa 

Bay.    Description  of  the  same,  with  the  South-East  Coast 


comrsirrs.  xiii 

of  Sacbalfaiy  or  T8ch<dca.  Departure  from  Tschoka^  and  Ar- 
rival in  the  Harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul         -        366 

Vocabulary  of  the  Language  of  Nukahiwa         -         •        292 

Specimens  of  the  Languages  spoken  among  different  Tribes  of 
the  A'lnu ;  those  who  inhabit  the  southern  Part  of  Kam- 
scbatka,  the  Kurile  Islands,  the  northenS  Coast  of  Jesso,  the 
southern  Part  of  ^Tscjhdkai  and  the  north-east  Point  of 
Tschoka        -  -  -  -  -  -     300 


PABT  n. 

Introduction  -  -  -  •'  •  '307 

CHAPTER  I. 
Departure  from  Kamschatka.    Voyage  along  the  Aleutian 
Islands.    The  Islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St. -George.    De- 
scription of  St.  Paul.    Voyage  to  Oonalashka  and  Arrival 
there  -  -  -  -  •    315 

CHAPTER  IL 
DescriptlcMi  of  the  Island  of  Oonalashka.  The  Inhabitants. 
Their  Habitations.  Their  Food,  Cloathing,  and  Ornaments. 
Tattooing.  Occupations  of  the  Men.  The  Baidarkas  or 
Canoes.  The  Javelins.  The  Whale  Fishery.  Occupa- 
tions of  the  Women.  Their  Religion.  Marriages.  Amuse- 
ments.   Productions  of  the  Island  -  -  331 

CHAPTER  III. 
Departure  (rom  Oonalashka  and  Voyage  to  Kodiak.  Descrip- 
lion  of  the  latter  Island.  Its  Natural  History.  The  Inhabi- 
tants. Their  Manners  and  Customs.  Their  Religion. 
Situation  of  the  Russian  Settlement.  Productions.  Changes 
during  our  Stay.  Departure  from  Kodiak  and  ArriTal  in 
Norfolk  Sound  -  -  -  -  34« 

CHAPTER  IV. 
Conquest  of  Sitcha.  Ktuation  of  this  Settlement  to  the  End  of 
the  Year  1805,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  Year. 
Letter  to  the  Counsellor  of  Sute,  Blumenbach.  Descrip- 
tion of  the  Climate,  and  Natural  Productions  of  Norfolk 
Sound  -  -  •  -  ^^^ 

CHAPTER  V. 
Visits  of  the  Kaluschians,  the  original  Inhabitants  of  Norfolk 
Sound  to  the  Russian  Settlement.     Excursion  to  visit  the 
Natives,  and  friendly  Reception  experienced  from  them. 


XIV  COIITBVT8* 

Tlieir  HaUtation  and  tiia  Manner  'm  which  it  U  ibrtified. 
Manners  and  Customs  of  the  Natives  -         «        395 

CHAPTER  VL 

Departure  for  New  Albion.    Voyage  thither.    Havre  de  Gray. 

Cape  Disappointment.    The  river  Columbia.    Attempt  to 

run  into  it    Continuation  of  the  Vojrage.    Arrival  in  the 

Bay  of  St.  Francisco  -  -  •         41$ 

CHAPTER  Vn. 
Arrival  at  St.  Francisco.    Reception  there.    Presidency  and 
Mission  at  Saint  Francisco.    Description  of  them.    The  In* 
dians  of  this  Mission.    Their  Manners  and  Customs      427 

CHAPTER  VHI. 
Restraints  upon  Trade.  Motives  for  our  being  well-received 
by  the  Spaniards.  Articles  of  Trade.  Answer  of  the  Go- 
vernor. Farther  Transactions.  Arrival  of  the  Governor  at 
St.  Francisco.  -  Attempt  at  establishing  a  Commercial  In- 
tercourse between  Russia  and  New  California.  Amuse- 
ments. Hunting.  Societies.  Dances.  The  Barrego. 
Bull  and  Cock  Fights.  New  Plan  of  Trade.  My  own 
Opinions  upon  this  subject  ...  447 

CHAPTER  IX, 
Wsnt  of  Boats  and  Water  Communication  at  St.  Francisco. 
Excursion  by  Water  to  St.  Joseph.  Mission  of  St.  Joseph. 
Description  of  the  same.  Dance  of  the  Indians  at  this  Nlis- 
sion.  Pueblo  di  St.  Joseph.  Dangers  encountered  in  our 
return  to  St  Francisco        -  ....        459 

CHAPTER  X. 
Geographical  Description  of  the  Harbour  and  River  of  St. 
Francisco.  Military  Expedition  into  the  Interior  of  the 
country.  Sierra  Nevada.  Land  Communication.  St.  Blaise. 
Acapulco.  Medical  Observations.  The  Cow-pox.  The 
Measles.  Midwifery.  Other  Diseases.  The  Latido.  Na- 
tural History  ...  473 

CHAPTER  XL 
Departure  from  St  Francisco.  Situation  of  the  Promiischleniks. 
Voyage  by  Sea.  Arrival  at  Sitcha.  New  events  that  had 
happened  there.  Forced  Parties  to  catch  Sea  Otters.  Stay 
at  Sitcha.  Departure  from  thence.  Arrival  at  Kodiak. 
General  Remarks  upon  that  Settlement         -         -        483 

CHAPTER  XIL 
Departure  from  Kodiak.    Schelikoff's  Straits.    Coast  of  Alak- 
sa.    Bay  of  Kukak*    Description  of  the  People  and  their 


•MfTSMTt.  XV 

HabiCitioiM.  Deputnre  from  Kukakt  and  Voymge  to  Ooia- 
hfthka.  Accoimt  of  a  N^w  Island  lalelf  formed  m  thii 
jie^hboorhood.  Depanure  from  Oonalashkaf  and  Conti- 
nuatioD  of  the  Voyage.  OUiged  to  Winter  at  Kamachalka. 
Arrival  in  the  Harhour  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul        •     495 

CHAPTER  XIII. 
Obsenrations  ypon  the  Peninsula  of  Kamachatka.     Climate. 
Ai^riculture.    Breeding  of  Cattle.     Productions.    Beasts. 
Birds.    Fish.    Berries.    Roou.    Forest  Trees        •      513 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

The  Kamschadale  I)ogs,  conudered  as  draught  Animals.  The 
species  of  Dogs  used  for  the  Purpose.  Their  Mode  of  Ufe. 
Castration,  Docking.  Mode  of  Treatment  in  their  In£ui- 
cy.  Names.  Food*  The  Post  Sutions.  Number  requir- 
ed for  a  Sledge.  Their  Swiftness.  The  Leader.  Their 
« Price.  Preference  above  Horses.  Their  Diseases.  The 
Harness.  The  Sledges.  The  OstoU*  The  Snow-shoes. 
The  Ice-shoes.  The  PoslukL  The  Joumies  in  Sledges    537 

CHAPTER  XV. 
Particular  Occurrences  during  our  Stay  at  Kamschatka.  Ar- 
rival of  Lieutenants  Schwostoff  and  Davidoff  at  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul.  Their  secret  Expedition  against  the  Japanese 
Settlements.  Death  of  the  Chamberlain  Von  Resanoff. 
Further  Proceedings  of  the  secret  Expeditions.  Death  of 
Lieotenanta  Schwostoff  and  Davidoff.  Bails  at  Kamschat- 
ka. Music.  Hot  Springs  at  Malka.  Journey  to  Nischney 
Kamschatka.  Werchnoi  Kamschatka.  Milkowoi.  Klut- 
schi.    Description  of  Nischney  Kamschatka     •        -     545 

CHAPTER  XVI. 
Departure  from  Nischney  Kamschatka.  Death  of  RedoffskL 
High  Chain  of  Mountains.  Excursion  to  the  Coraks  Their 
Rein-deer.  Manners  and  Customs.  Western  Side  of  the 
Peninsula  of  Kamschatka.  The  principal  Towns.  Return 
to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul 559 

CHAPTEI^  XVIL 
Voyage  from  Kamschatka  to  Ochotsk.  Short  description  of 
the  latter*  Place.  Journey  from  Ochotsk  to  Jakutsk.  Re- 
nuirkable  Occurrences  and  Geographical  Observations. 
Names  of  the  different  Towns  in  the  route.  Arrival  at 
Jakutsk.    Catalogue  of  Plants  collected  in  this  Journey   57S 

CHAPTER  XVin. 
Journey  from  Jakutsk  to  Irkutsk.    Difficulties  attendant  upon 
this  Journey.    Description  of  the  principal  Places  in  the 


V  • 


♦ 


VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS 


CHAPTER  L 


Voyage  from  Copenhagen  to  England. — Stay  at  Fal^ 
mouth. — Voyage  to  Teneriffe. — Descriptum  of  that 
Island^  and  of  the  Peak.  -^Voyage  to  Brazil. 

ALfTHOUGH  our  anchor  was  \veighed  at  C(^)en- 
hagen  on  the  eighth  of  September,  1803 »  we  were  still 
obligedi  on  account  of  contrary  winds,  to  delay  our  de- 
parture for  some  days,  and  could  not  leave  Elsmore  till 
the  fifteenth.    In  the  night  between  the  eighteenth  and 
nineteenth  a  violent  storm  arose,  which  occasioned  great 
sickness  among  those  of  our  passengers  who  were  un- 
used to  the  sea ;    of  whom  were  the  cavaliers  belong- 
ing  to  the  ambassador's  train.     The  ship  rolled  terribly,  ;^ 
and  it  was  impossible  to  have  any  thing  cooked  in  the 
kitcheiv     The  roaring  of  the  wind,  the  raging  of  the 
sea,  the  hurrying  to  and  fro  among  the  sailors,  the  el- 
bowing, the  jostling,  the  crying  out,  altogether  furnish- 
ed a  scene  entirely  new  to  most  of  our  company.     In 
the  evening  of  the  nineteenth,  the  attention  of  every 
body  was  particularly  attracted  by   an  uncommonly 
fine  aurora^boreahs.    From  the  horizon  in  the  north- 
north-west  streams  of  light  rose  lilce  pillars  of  fire, 
wearing  sometimes  a  deeper,  sometimes  a  paler  appear- 
ance :  ascending  quite  to  the  zenith  like  demi-arches, ' 
they  gradually  grew- paler  and  paler,  till  they  were  at 
lengdi  entirely  lost  in  the  atmosphere. 

The  weamer  continued  very  variable,  sometimes 
stormy,  sometimes  calm,  sometimes  fair,  sometimes 
rainy,  till  early  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty -eighth  \ 
when  we  arrived  off  Falmouth,     Here  our  commander, 
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Captain  VoD  Krusenatera,  determined  tostq^  in  oider 
to  take  in  an  adcutional  stock  of  provisions,  md  to  fur- 
nish himself  with  some  instruments  and  other  tUbgsof 
which  he  stood  in  need.  This  port,  which  standsuppa 
ibc  south- wes^enx  promoptqFy  of  England,  ha^  <ai  ex* 
ceedingly  good  harbour.  It  b  defended  on  one^de 
by  a  castle,  and  on  the  other  by  a  small  fcrt  With 
regard  to  the  situation  and  anchorage,  it  ^  considered  as 
one  of  the  best  ports  in  England.  The  town  is  small 
and  insignificant.  AH  th^  packets  for  Portugal,  and  for 
the  East  a6d  West  Indies,  sail  bom  hence.  This  coa- 
stal^ intercourse  of  packets  sailing  an^  returning,  in 
conjunction  with  the  fisheries,  fixrm  the  pcindpal  sup* 
port  c^  the  place.  Though  thje  town  liesat  the  distance 
of  nearly  three  hundred  mites  firom  tfie  capital,  it  con* 
tains  e3(cell^t  shops,  of  every  kind. 

Falmouth  is  in  the  coun^  of  Cc^nwaU;  a  district 
which,  on  account  of  its  dry,  desert,  and  unfiiiitful  as- 
pect, makes  a  very  different  appearance  firom  aU  other 
parts  of  England.  But  the  county  1^,  notwithstand* 
tng,  its  hidden  treasures,  in  the  abundance  of  mines 
buried  beneath  the  surface,  funushing  excellent  tin  apd 
copper,  some  silver,  and  mineral  coaE  The  minenih>> 
l^st  may  indeed  find  here  some  mvaluable  rarities: 
copper-earth  strongly  impregnated  with  arsenic,  sftfit' 
num  Egneum^  and  pyrites  of  tin.  The  iiioines,  most 
productive,  next  to  those  of  Falmouth,  are  the  copper 
mines  of  Redruth.  A  few  miles  fixmi  FahnouA  is  a 
small  village  called  Manacha,  which  has  its  name  ftoifi 
mechanite  or  titanian*sand.  To  get  the  mineral  pure, 
great  pains  must  be  taken  to  wash  it  well  from  the 
siaid.*  The  shafts  and  course  of  the  mines  about  Pen- 
^ance  and  other  places  in  Cornwall  are  among  the  n>ost 
remarkable  upon  the  globe ;  soipe  of  them  lying  at  a 
|;reat  depth,  and  bemg  wprked  undem^th  the  sea 


The  sea- coast  abounds  with  crabs,  oysters,  and  va^ 

*  Counsellor  Klaproth,  of  Beilfaii  through  the  favour  of  Sir 
John  Hawkins,  poasesacs  a  complete  coUectioD  of  the  mioerafo 
o(  GorairaU,  which  he  has  es^niiiied  ^hen^oaUf  ,  to  ascertain 
Ihiqir  ooijfippsitiM. 
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riotis  kin^s  of  fish.  The  fislKinarl^et  is'always  |>Ienti- 
AiUf  supplied.  AmOD^  others  th^t  I  saw  during  my 
stay,  were  the  ra/a  6alw,  pc  skate;  raia  rubu^pneX 
Ae  ray ;  esax  bebr^^  the  sesi  pike ;  muQus  borQafm% 
the  red  mullet ;  muram  ^cftgCTy  the  couger  eel ;  an^ 
several  sorts  of  lab^uss  p^rca^t  ^nd  pleuranectes.  SquaR^ 
or  dog-fish.,  wo^  also  t^en,  but  were  nev^  brought 
to  market.  Tl^  were  kept  to  serve  for  baits  in  ang- 
fiqg*  The  trigh  hn^qta^  whiqh  abounds  herci  and 
Ac  etup^  pilchdr(b4Sf  a  small  i^rt  of  herring  very  Uhlc 
known>  particularly  9ttract^  my  attention*  These 
iatt^  fish  are  tak^  un  imniense  c^iantitie^.  '^fhey  are 
served  at  the  tables  both  of  the  rich  and  poor ;  and 
vast  quav^tities  are  eared^  which  ai^e  sent  to  Gibraltar 
and  me  Mediterranean. 

After  having  procured  an  abundant  supply  of  provi* 
aons,  and  having  taken  on  board  every  thing  we  es- 
teemed necessary  for  so  important  and  distant  a  voyagtB^ 
ve  saluted  the  fort  and  guardsh^^  and  on  the  fiJMi  of 
October  quitted  the  shores  of  Europe,  with  fair  wea- 
ther and  a  ^vorable  wind.  The  speculations  of  every 
one  were  npw  turned  towards  the  probable  fate  which 
was  before  him*  Separated  from  the  rest  of  the  wojrld, 
^  sport  of  th^  winds  and  waves«  with  no  odier  objects 
10  view  but  die  s^  and  the  sky,  and  at  every  hour  re* 
moved  farther  firom  parents,  brethreni  relations,  friends, 
from  every  diing,  m  short,  most  dear  to  us,  it  was 
scarcely  possible  not  to  find  some  feelings  of  regret 
now  and  then  intruding  themselves  upon  our  minds. 

Captain  Von  Krusenstem  preferred  steering  his 
course,  in  the  first  instance, .  towards  Teneriffe  rather 
than  Madeira ;  because  the  landing  at  the  latter  is 
mudi  more  expensive  than  at  the  former,  and  all  kinds 
of  provi^ns  are  much  dearer.  Our  course  was  there* 
fore  directed  towards  the  Canary  Islands.  The  JSn^^- 
lish  coast  was  soon  out  of  sight,  and  the  great  Atlantic 
Ocean  lay  extended,  before  us.  Many  people  have  the 
idea  that  a  very  long  sea  voyage  cannot  be  otherwiso 
than  extremely  ennuyeux*  Since  nothbg  is  to  be  seen 
day  after  d^y  but  the  sea.  and  the  sky,  they  conceive 
that  the  mind,  of  every  one  must  be  wearied  with  such 
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an  eternal  uniformity.  But  this  is  seldom  or  never  the 
case.  It  is  only  so  with  those  who  are  equally  a  prey 
to  ennui  upon  terra  Jtrma ;  who  are  in  fact  always 
ennuye,  unless  they  are  at  a  ball^  a  concert,  the  theatre^ 
or  cardsk  But  in  an  expedition  such  as  our's  among 
a  numerous  society  of  learned  and  scientific  men,  eager 
in  the  search  of  knowledge,  it  was  impossible  to  ex- 
perience ennui.  It  might  even  be  asserted  with  truth, 
that  there  was  scarcely  an  individual  among  us  who 
could  not  have  found  abundant  occupation,  even  if  our 
days  had  been  twice  their  actual  length.  I  will  endea- 
vor to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  our 
time  was  passed. 

Those  who  were  the  latest  in  rising,  were  yet  ready 
for  their  tea  or  *  coffee  by  eight  in  the  morning.  The 
common  topics  of  conversation  at  breakfast  were  the 
occurrences  of  the  night ;  whether  the  wind  and  the  wea- 
ther had  been  favourable  or  unfavourable ;  and  how  far 
the  ship  had  proceeded  in  her  course.  After  breakfast 
each  repaired  to  his  own  private  business.  In  a  nu- 
merous and  well-assorted  library,  particularly  of  travels 
and  works  of  geograpl^,  which  Captain  Krusenstern 
with  great  politeness  left  free  to  all  the  company,  it  was 
not  difficult  to  find  entertainment  for  many  hours  in  the 
day.  So  that  the  morning  was  passed  in  reading, 
writing,  drawing,  taking  the  height  of  the  sun,  and 
calculating  the  distance  of  the  moon. 

The  Canary  Islands,  which  we  hoped  to  reach  in  a 
few  days,  naturally  occupied  our  minds  very  much. 
All  descriptions  oT  them  from  the  pens  of  former  tra- 
vellers by  whom  they  had  been  visited  were,  in  conse- 
quence eagerly  sought  after.  Every  one  had  studied 
assiduously  their  history,  the  different  accounts  given 
of  the  discovery  of  them,  the  descriptions  of  their  situ- 
ation, of  their  products,  and  of  the  manners  and  cus- 
toms of  the  inhabitants. 

Confparisons  were  made  between  the  accounts  of 
different  travellers:  The  former  and  present  mode  of 
their  government  were  studied,  with  the  chances  of 
war  that  had  befallen  them ;  particularly  the  unsuc- 
cessful attack   made  upon  the  principal*  island  by  the 
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Eqglisby  when  the  brave  Nelson  lost  his  right  arm. 
All  these  things  furnished  abundant  matter  for  pleasant 
and  instructive  conversation,  for  scientific  emulation, 
and  even  gave  occasion  for  sallies  of  wit  and  mirth* 
If  we  happened  to  get  somewhat  heated  in  conversation, 
we  repaired  to  the  deck  to  walk  up  and  down,  and  cool 
ourselves  by  txeathing  the  fresh  air. 

Shoals  of  dolphins,  delphinus  delphis^  of  pelamides, 
scomber  pehmis,  of  flying-fish,  exoccetus  voltms;  the 
Juci  floatmg  upon  d)e  surrace  of  the  water ;  the  sharks 
following  the  ship ;  numerous  sorts  of  aquatic  birds 
unknown  to  us  before  ;  the  whales ;  a  poor  land*bird 
driven  firom  the  short  tltt'ough  tlie  force  of  the  winds, 
and  which  sought  sui  asylum  in  the  vessel ;  an  un- 
known ship  seen  in  the  h(X'izon;  the  expectation  of 
approaching  the  land ;  all  these,  and  a  thousand  other 
objects,  occupied  oiu*  attention,  enlivening  and  varying 
the  scene  so  ixiuch,'that  I  am  almost  inchned  to  think 
a  sea  voyage  not  at  all  less  amusing  than  a  journey  by 
land;  with  the  reserve,  that  no  stops  are  made  ^t  the 
towns  and  villa^  through  which  the  road  lies.  And 
why  should  a  hfe  such  as  our's  be  more  wearying  than 
that  led  by  a  man  devoted  to  l^ers  ?  why  more  ennu* 
ycux  than  that  of  a  mechanic  ?  ^bout  t^o  our  table 
was  spread  wi^  abundance  of  very  excellent  provisions ; 
to  which  commonly  twenty-two  persons  sat  down. 
After  dinner  we  went  to  our  respective  employments 
till  tea.  Then  we  busied  ourselves  with  our,  journals, 
and  the  evening  was  concluded  with  cheerful  conversa* 
tioa  over  a  bowl  of  punch.  Several  oi  our  party  were 
IcHid  of  music,  and  a  part  of  the  evening,  when  the  wea- 
ther was  calm,  was  not  unfrequently  spent  in  making 
little  concerts. 

The  weather  was  so  favourable,  that  we  every  day 
drew  nearer  to  a  better  climate ;  zyid  at  length,  on  the 
nineteenth  of  October,  the  snowy  summit  of  the  far- 
£imed  Peak  of  Tenerifie  first  presented  itself  to  our 
view.  The  next  day  we  cast  anchor  before  Santa 
Cruz,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  road,  with  thirty-six 
fathom  water,  in  latitude  28**  27'  33''  north,  and  in 
16^  15'  50"  longitude  west  firom  Greenwich. 


di  tsLAiri)  ot  ttvttiftk. 

Santa  Cms,  oti  the  nordi-e^  side  (itf'the  iddtul  6f 
Tcncriffe,  presents  a  tdlefably  gocd  bay ;  iis'hich,  how- 
ever, is  not  tv^n  Altered  towards  die  east  ahc)  ndtth-> 
east.  The  town,  consisting  of  softie  hundred  h60sci» 
lies  at  a  shoirt  ctistdnce  from  the  bay.  The  hotises  are 
in  general  from  one  to  tWo  stories  high ;  a  fbw  have 
balconies ;  most  of  them  have  Jahusies*  to  the  wiii^ 
dowsy  as  in  Spain  and  Portugal.  The  streets  ar6  re- 
gul^,  clean,  and  urdl  paved  with  lava  i  t^6  have  ii^ci^ 
toits  on  each  side«  It  is  nd  less  pleasing  diati  surpfis^ 
ing  to  see  a  town  sd  rqgularly  built  and  so  pretty  tindor 
so  remote  a  heaven.  The  ihtertial  an^gelnent  of  the 
houses,  the  dfess,  the  manners  and  customs  6f  the  in- 
iiabitant^,  are  so  veiy  similar  to  the  Sp^ish,  that  any 
one  might  easily  believe  himself  in  the  mother^duiitry. 
The  streets  are  at  all  times  filled  With  a  va^  ebiiCdiir^ 
of  people;  more  Women  than  men;  iti  the  tVtt&bg 
particular^,  with  a  wretched  ^mele^s  crew  df  females, 
and  a  rabtde  of  men  that  have  much  mdie  the  dppeaf- 
ance  tf  banditti  than  •f  bhabitants  of  a  civilised  c6uj|- 
tiy.  Besides  these,  there  afe  a  parcel  of  beggary  inq^ 
tattered  garments,  half^ked,  who  importune  aifid  ati- 
lioystrangers  exceedingly. 

This  plade  owes  its  present  flourishing  dofiditidA  td 
being  so  much  frequented  by  vessels  ih  their  course  to 
diferent  parts  of  the  globe«  Very  near  the  shore  there 
is  good  anchorage  at  fifteen,  twenty,  and  thirty  fafhom 
water.  Ships  may  even  be  well  supplied  With  provi- 
sions, if  they  come  here  about  a  mdtim  sodner  than  we 
did.  Grapes,  peaches,  pears,  oranges,  lemofis,  apples, 
bananas,  chesnuts,  figs,  melons,  potatoes,  oTiidns,  and 
a  great  variety  of  culinary  vegetables,  are  poduced  in 
abundance  all  over  the  island,  the  superfluities  df  Which 
are  brought  to  Santa  Cruz  for  sale  to  strangers  tducb* 
ing  at  the  port.  CdTn  is  cultivated  in  some  quantify  af 
Tenerilk,  but  in  much  greater  iti  the  lieighbdurihg 
islandsir  Salt  is  very  sdarde.  I  Was  even  ai^ided  £bat 
this  article  is  brought  hither  flrdm  Portugal.   The  wine^ 

*  Shutters  made  ^ith  sloping  laths^  in  the  mtitne^  of  Vcne* 
tian  blinds. 


tMLAHD  OF   T^N£RIFfS.  25 

< 

one  tf  die  principal  objects  ot  trade  in  the  Caiwy 
Islands^  is  voy  good,  and  no}  more  than  half  the  price 
of  that  made  at  Madeira  ;  for  which  reason  a  great  deal 
of  Teneriffis  wine  is  sold  in  England,  France,  and  Hoi- 
land,  as  Madeba.  A  coifsiderable  dealer  in  wine  told 
mCt  that  the  superiority  of  the  latter  was  principally  o)v» 
ing  to  the  addition  of  a  small  quantity  pt  French  bran- 
dy, an  article  not  ea^ly  to  be  procured  at  Teneriffe. 
Thb,  he  said,  constituted  the  most  essential  diffo'ence 
between  the  wines. 

There  are  no  regular  inns  here,  but  for  that  very 
reason  the  greater  hospitality  reigns  in  private  houses. 
Of  dus  we  received  the  most  obliging  proofs,  in  par- 
ticttlar  from  Mr.  Armstrong,  an  English  merchantr 
The  lower  class  of  the  people  are  extremely  poor. 
Many  of  them  nevdr  have  even  baked  bread.  They 
only  grind  the  com  to  meal  by  rubbing  it  between  ^wo  . 
stones,  and  then  mix  it  up  in  their  hands  with  water  or 
raillL,  and  so  eat  it.  Sometimes  their  food  is  merely 
roasted  com.  The  fi^*market  wa3  abundantly  suppli- 
ed ;  but  during  my  short  stay  I  did  not  observe  any 
great  variety  among  the  fish.  Mackerel  and  pelamid^ 
were  daily  brought  to  market  in  |reat  quantities.  Dog- 
fish were  eaten  by  the  poor.  I  observed  two  sorts  of 
rays.  The  tails  of  both  were  cut  off,  probably  be- 
cause here,  as  ivcU  as  in  Europe,  the  popular  belief  is, 
that  die  thorns  in  the  tail  are  poisonous.  One  species 
seemed  to  be  the  rata  aqtsaila.  Upon  the  other  I  will 
not  speak  with  equal  decision  :  it  had  a  very  pointed 
head.  Be^des  these,  I  saw  the  esox  b^lone^  the  tnu" 
rcMa  helena^  some  sorts  otsparuSf  hrbusj  and  chxtodorty 
and  one  salmon.  The  fish  are  commonly  caught  b^ 
angling.  Instead  of  string,  catgut  is  used,  which  is 
brought  hither  from  Cadiz.  To  catch  mackerel,  six 
or  eigfat  persons  go  out  in  the  evenii^  in  a  small  boat, 
on  vraich,  as  soon  as  it  is  dark,  a  large  fire  of  pitch  is 
made  on  both  sides.  The  hook  does  oot  go  deep  into 
the  water,  and  a  fish  is  caught  almost  at  every  moment, 
'  The  fishermen  often  remain  out  the  whole  night,  and 
it  is  extreniely  pretty  to  aee  such  a  number  of  fires 
upon  the  water. 

D 
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Santa  Cru2  contains  two  convents  of  monks.    Thwe 
are  several  souares,  anfl  a  public  protnenade ;  btft,  cii- 
ceptiing  on  Sundays,  very  Iktie  firequentcd.    Itt  the 
market-place  is  a  monument  of  white  marble,  which  w« 
made  in  Italy,  and  erected  hcrfe  at  tiie  expencc  erf  a 
gentleman  of  the  country,  to  do  honour  to  Ae  Vi^in 
Maria  di  Catidellaria.    The  pious  erector  spent  so  hrge 
a  portion  of  his  fonune  in  this  act  of  de\  otiott,  **t  he 
IS  now  reduced  to  very  narrow  circumstances,  and  ob- 
liged to  live  with  great  oeconomy.    The  town  and  the 
island  ate  protected  by  fortifications,  which  arc  garrison- 
ed  by  a  regiment  of  soldiers.  The  island  conwsts  cMcfty 
of  almost  inaccessible  mountains  and  rocks.    EvMeftt 
marks  of  former  volcanoes  are  to  be  traced  in  diftrent 

5 arts.     Lava  of  several'  sorts  is  every  where  to  be  found* 
111  the  houses  and  fortifications  are  \foSk  with  it,  and 
it  is  also  used  for  paving  the  streets. 

On  an  excursion  along  the  sea-coast  to  the  nordi* 
eastern  point  of  the  island,  after  a  good  hour,  I  arrived 
at  a  little  village  called  St.  Andrew.  In  the  WHs  abort 
I  observed  many  volcanic  productions^  wWch  Wf*e 
mingled  with  silexob^dumusj  schorl,  and  pyroren.  lo 
the  farthest  hills  were  several  porous  lavas,  and  a  sort 
of  argillaceous  earth  mingled  with  iron  dust.  Heit  and 
there  I  saw  basaltic  blocks  in  rough  masses,  some 
smaller,  others  larger ;  in  other  places,  a  sort  of  argilla- 
ceous stones,  some  of  which  were  mingled  with  strata 
of  calcareous  spath,  others  were  covered  ovkr  wiA  it. 
About  half  an  hour's  distance  firom  St.  Andrew,  the 
lowermost  stratum  of  the  hill  consists  of  real  trapezum 
•  combined  with  lava.  In  a  deep  valley  in  die  neighbour- 
hood of  this  place  I  observed  a  fine  grained  granite 
mingled  with  schorl.  Subterranean  grdttoes  or  caves, 
presumed  to  have  been  the  dwellings  of  the  ancidtit  in- 
habitants of  the  island,  the  Guanches,  are  to  be  found 
upon  the  steep  declivities  of  the  hifls  in  several  parts  of 
the  island.  In  many  of  these  caves  are  human  bones^ 
and  sometimes  the  entire  human  skeleton  with  the  skin 
dried  upon  it,  like  leather.  One  of  these  natural  mum- 
Tnies  is  to  be  seen  in  the  National  Museum  at  Paris,  and 
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ime^kd  ibs  goodibrttti^e  to  proeure  one  for  the  museum 
at  St.  Petersbttf^b.^ 

CoQCeming  the  Guanches,  the  aborigines  of  tlie 
iakoid;  we  could  not  obtain  any  accurate  or  satisfactory 
infibrmatioiu  We  were  assured,  that  here  and  there 
fiimUics  exist,  who  have  never  mii^led  their  race  with. 
Spanish  blood,  but  might  be  considered  as  genuine 
dcaceodants  of  the.  Guanches.  We  indeed  saw  some: 
men  who  had  ^  Ycry  rq>alsivc  ^^ppearance  ;  looking. 
more  like  9a vs^^.  than  like  people  belonging  to  a  civi* 
lised  coimtry;  The  dirty  yellowish  brown  beard,  the 
povetty  and  scanty  .clothings  the  uncouth  habits  and 
modes  of  lifi^  all  cohcucred  to  make  a  very  unpleasant; 
loipnBsion  upon  us  aa  Europeans ;  and  we  should- 
^eawmudr  rather  have  taken  tlte  greater  piart  of  them 
fcr  Goaacfaes  than  for  civilized  Spaniarda 

The  chmate  is  so  mild,  that  even  in  winter  very 
litde  dotUng  !». necessary.  We  saw  many  children 
pl&yiog  in  tibe.  streets  entirely  undressed  ;  and  boys 
evBO'Of  twelve  or  fomteea  years  old,  equally  destitute 
of'dotUog,  were  to  be  seen  working  upon  the  sea* 
Aae.  The  usual  haght  of  the  thermometer  during  ^ 
aur.stqr  ms  from  jeigfateen  to  twenty-two  degrees  of 
Beaumur*  In  thecountry.  sune  many  windmills  ;  but 
tfie  poor  man,  as  observ^  above,  grinds  his  corn  by 
rufahms  it  ^  b^ween  two  stones' :  one  of  them  is  light 
aad  (lorouat  the  other. thick,  and  of  hard  lava. 

Santa  Cruz  is  not  destitute  of  social  intercoyrse« 
Our  party  fomid  a  very,  pleasant  society  every  evening 
at.  the  house  of.Mn  Armstrong.  At  the  proposal  of 
thsaiio^itahle:  man  several  of  us  joined  in  an  excursion 
la  the  0orth-north->west  part  of  the  island,  as  far  as 
Borto  de  rOrotava.  The  distance  of  tlus  place  from 
Santa  Cniz  is.  about  four  German  miles  and  a  half.f 
AcooidtQg  to.  die  custofn  of  the  cwntr}',  these  kind  of 

*•  Tlift^aihCivi.it  wo^l4  Kcem,  i^ms  not  aware  that  one  of  these 
muminie$  is  also  to.  be  seen  in  the  library  at  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge.  Several  dried  corpses  of  this  kind  were  lately 
feaod  In  St.  iHles^a  parish  church,  Westminster. 

TaAlTSLATOR* 

t  Ab«uitvenly-lwa£n|;Ush  nulcs  and  a  half. 
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excur&ians  ire  mhde  upon  asses,  mulest  or  t^ery  smaft* 
horses  ;  and  the  distance  I  have  mentioned  caimot  b» 
gone  over  in  less  than  eif^ht  or  nine  houm.  The  am* 
basisador,  Von  Resanoff^  Major  Von  Friderioi,  Dr.  La- 
band,  Counsellor  Tile^us,  and  fnysetf,  preferred  horaes; 
and  being  weQ  mountol,  we  set  out  early  in  the  mom* 
ing  of  the  twenty-first.  The  road  lay  through  La 
Laguna,  La  Matanca,  La  Vittoria,  and  Santa  Ursula. 
After  about  an  hour,  we  arrived  at  La  Laguna.  The 
road  ia  hilly*  lying  over  a  soil  abounding  with  lava ; 
the  aspect  of  the  counti^  is  altogether  |iot  unpleasii^. 
La  Laguna  is  the  principal  town  of  the  island*  It  Ite^' 
in  a  very  fertile  district,  and  ji  jS^^  ^^  of  com  is  cul* 

'  tivated  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  town  itself  is  irregu- 
lar, neither  handsome  or  clean,  and  much  wone  paved-* 
than  Santa  Cruz.  It  contains  two  convents  of  monks,  and 
two  of  nuns.  We  Visited  the  monastery  of  Dominicahs, 
in  which  we  found  some  monks,  who  received  us  very 
politely>  but  their  conversation  betrayed  the  grossest  ig-, 
norance,  so  that  we  could  not.  obtain  any  information  res-  > 
pecting  their  institution;  they  were  even  wholly  uninfonn- 

.  ed  as  to  the  origin  and  history  ol  their  Incnastery.  Their 
library  consisted  only  of  a  few  church  books,  and  sovie 
Mves  of  distinguished  saints.    Wc  endeavoiured  also  to 
visit  a  convent  of  nuns,  but  were  sent  away  from  the 
door  by  an  old  sister  in  a  very  courteous  manner,  and  ~ 
with  a  sort  of  nriysterious  smile^    It  appeared  .to  us^ 
ho\ttever,  as  if  tliis  .good  lady  would  have  given  us  a 
more  favourable  reception  towards  e^ing.    Fatigued 
with  the  heat  of  the  sun,  an^  the  exertion  of  the  jour- 
ney, we  looked  aliout  in  vain  for  an  inn,  and  were  con 
strained  to  beg  hospitality  of  a  citizen  who  was  whoU^ 
unknown  to  us.    He  received  us  very  kiaAv,  and  we 
procured  some  fruit,  eggs,  and  wine,  of  which  we  made  # 
ft  comfortable  repast,  and  then  proceeded  on  our  way* 

At  a  little  distance  from  Lagwia  we  c^me  to  a  beiutip 
ful  and  widely  extended  valley,  well  cultivated  with 

*  com.  The  soil,  consistbg  of  decayed  lava,  appeared 
fertile  in  the  highest  degree,  though  to  the  eye,  the 
country  was  mill  and .  uniform,  as  .there  ^vas  scarcely 
a  shrub  or  bush  to  be  seen.    Some  itactusesy  figs,  and 
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muBwry  trees,  were  the  only  things  that  in  any  degree 
%'aned  the  scene.    For  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  or  two 
hours,  we  exchar^jcd  Ais  fertile  country  for  a  stony 
and  biUy  one.    This  is  a.  district  where  vines  flourish- 
more  particularly ;  and  the  nearer  we  approached  to 
La  Matanca,  La  Vittona,  &c.  the  greater  abundance 
of  vine-covered  hills  we  found.     We  arrived  at  .Santa 
Ursula,  a  tolehib\y  large  village,  -  as  the  evening  was 
closkig  in.    The  whole  village,  and  all  the  neighbour* 
hood,  weie  ^sembled  to  celebrate  ^he  festivial  of  Santa 
Ursula}  whose  birth-day  it  was.     On  this  account, 
there  were  a  gt^^many  booths  set  up,* 'in  which  re- 
freshments, and  » tmmbar  of  trifling  articles^  were '  sold. 
Here  and  there  were  groups  of  dancers,  both  men  and' . 
wonten,  y^ho  accompanied  their  movements  with  the 
guitar,  and  a  rude  kmd  of  singing. .  Tlie  dance  con».. 
sisted  of  a  sort  of  swimming  movement,  very  slow,  so 
that  tlie  dancers  sastcAy  moved  from  their  places,  and 
at  the  utmost,  made  sometimes  a  demi-chain. '  The 
p^eat  concourse  of  people  •assemUed  togetlier  in  the 
darkn^s  erf'  the  night,  had  rather  the  appearance  of  a 
fair  than  of  a  church  festival.    We  had  sfill  a  (hret 
hours*  ride  to  reach  Porto  de  I'Orotava,  and  we  there- 
fore set  forwards  again  as  soon  As  our  curiosity  was  sa-  * 
usfied. 

Tbe  road  from  St.  Ursula  was  bad,  5tony,  and  irk- 
fome.     Our  attention  was  engroteed  with  the  lof^ 
peak,  which  appeared  to  be  just  before  us,  though  it^ 
A'as  still  at  the  distance  of  frve  German  miles.   .  The 
greater  p^  of  our  company  did  not  choose  to  trust  the 
insecojre  fix)tMeps  of  their  horses  in  the  dark.    They 
therefisre  dismounted,  and  descended  the  hill  on*  foot, 
havii^dietdiJh  of  Orotava always-  in  view,  as  it  was  • 
clear  moonlight:    After  much  winding  and  turmn^,  we 
3t  lengdi  readied  it  at  nine  o'clock,  exceedingly  fatigued 
with  the  exerdons  of  the  day.    We  went  to  the  house 
of  a  firicmd  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Barry,  who^having 
oecn  previously  informed,  of  oar  intended  visit,  receiv-  . 
ed  us  with  the  utmost  courte^  and  hospitality.  . 

Porto  de  I'Orotava  isa  small  town,  which,  fcotn  hav- 
<ig  beea  origmally  dniy  an  assemblage  of  fishermens' 
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buts,  lias  been  constantly  increastngi  and  is  nam  be* 
come  the  abode  of  some  of  the  richest  merchants  in  the 
i^nd.  The  streets  are  in  ge^ecal  broad,  tolerably: 
clean,  and  well-paved.  Tbp  port  is  not  by  any  meaqs 
so  good^  OP  so  safe,  as  that  of  Santa  Cruz.  iWe  arn 
many  rocks  neiar  the  shore,  and  a.\9ery  stropg  suif. 
The  situation  of  the  town  is.  fine,  and  ^  Quiroundipg 
country  is  beautiful :  a»  the  town  Ue&  on  the  north  sin^. 
cf  the  peak,  it  b  less  niolessed  by  the  buiping  heat  of- 
the  sun.  The  greatest  quaitity  of  winesin  the  island 
a|pe  cultivate  in  this  disO'ict ;  sO:that  s^pa  often  come 
hither  to  taipe  b  their  lading*  %ui  they  are  obliged  to 
anchor  at  a  considerably  distance  from  the  shore^  and 
if  the  wind  be  at  aU  stroi^-  to  stand  quke  out  to  aea. 

Tb&  most  inlere$ting  OTJect  in  the  Ipwn  is  a  very 
fine  botanic  gm*den..  This  was  estabU$hed  in  1795^  by 
the  Marquis  de.  Nava,  a  veiy  ri^  m^n,  who  lived  at 
Laguna.  Aa  a  friend  to  knowledge  and  scJenoe.  be: 
laid  before  the  Spanish  CoiJirt  a  plan-  fpr  cultivating 
l^bnts  here  from  ail  pM'ts  of  the  world.  He  particular- 
ly wished  to  make  the  experiment  of  transporting  to 
^is spot  many. valuable  and  useful  ptonts  growing  in 
the  torrid  zone»  in  hopes,  that  if  aecu^ton^  by  de- 
grees to  a  cooler  ctima^.,  they  mi^t  at.lengdi  be 
brought  to  thrive  in  the  cold  soils  of  Europe.  Tbt 
plan  \vas  discussed»  and  the  goiiternoient  determined  to 
support  the  undertaking.  The  Mirquis  himself  oouit- 
ted  nothing 'that  lay  in  his  power  t&  promote  it,:anid 
even  advanced  Wge  sums^to.  the  government  fee  die 
purpose.  He  has  now*  laboured  for  mmy'  ycaia  to-  ob- 
tain the  very  desirable  objects  he  proposed*  bat  a)a^  m 
vain!  It  is  much  to.be  feared  .tliat  an  qndertaiking^* 
which  would  have;done  so  much  honour  l^th  t0:^:na«< 
tion  and  the  iiKltvidual,  will  som^  fall  eiHavely  to*.  th& 
ground..  TheMarqyiafitHlabiitai5etf»)9\0st^'^^ 
of tus.own  aeansi  ooid  thegoverntmont^h^ea^ftiTSMRt 
disposed  to  eoncerti  itsdf.fartherinifterafikir.*  Thiais 
SO  nmch  the  more  to  be  regrett<;d»  as  there  are:^read3f^ 
more  than  three  thousand  mre  plants  coUocted  fixxt% 
Mexico,  Peru,  Chili^^and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
whiclv  under  the  care  df  a  very  scientific  gacdencr^  sent 
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firdfti  EiftUsid,  are  bi  the  most  Nourishing  state.  TUs 
gardener  DM  idso  endeavoured  to  cultivate  some  of  tbe 
imiA  pbnts^  natives  of  the  Canaiy  Islands. 

The  dhrocTTfd  ei&ittt^,  or  dragpnVblood  tree,  is  a  ha* 
live  of  tbe  Candries ;  but  the  inhabitants,  though  nvefl 
aware  tyf  its  utility,  cotieem  themselves  little  abK>ut  de- 
riving the  advantages  that  might  be  obtained  from  it 
Kearty  an  hour's  distance  from  Porto  de  lX)rotava  lies 
^  vifla  of  the  sattie  tiame,  belonging  to  Don  Pedro 
Fiansc^y.  Closc»  by  the  house  stands  a  dragon's  blo6d 
l!>ee>  th^  drcutnference  of  whidi  is  fioSrty.t^o  English 
leei«  Tiiiie  did  Jid  permit  us  to  visit  thb  ytty  extra- 
ordinerf  natural  cutiositf  • . 

On  the  tMPetaty-tbird  we  rettimed  to  Santa  Chir 
Csiptedn  VdQ  Krtisentem  had  Sn  the  mean  time  laid  in 
m^AOck  of  #Ateir,  Ivood,  wine,  and  other  ship  stores ; 
Wl  we  leamt  (lom*  the  officers  diat  while  we  had  been 
•nrnttng  oursdves  at  Orotava,  he  had  given  a  b^  on 
board  the  Nadeschda.  Oar  cieW  bemg  rested^d  re^ 
tttshtdf  m  Were  aU  ready  to  depart  by  the  twenty- 
sixth. 

I  must  not,  however,  quit  the  island  without  a  wodl 
er  t^vo  respecting  the  Peak,  so  universallv  celebrated* 
TMs  was  formerly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous among  the  mountsons  upon  our  globe.  Its 
height,  according  to  the  best  geometrical  cdculations,  is 
estioisted  by  Borda  at  1905  toises  ;*  others  only  give 
1901«  But  since  we  have  been  better  acquainted  with 
the  new  world,  and  the  height  of  Chimborazo  is  ascer* 
tained  tobeSSS?  toises,  9iat  of  Cayambe-Urku  tb  bt 
3030,  Antisana  2993,  Cotopazi  2952,  and  that  a  great 
tiumber  of  otliers  tower  far  above  the  Peak  of  Tenerifie, 
die  latter  hm  lost  much  of  its  ancient  fame. 

How  nl^uch  soever  some  of  uur  companv  wished  to 
ftscend  this  mountain,  the  short  and  indefinite  term  of 
Our  8ts(y  prohibited  the  gratification  of  our  wishes. 
We  were  besides  assured  by  the  inhabitants,  that  at 
te  advanced  a  time  of  the  year  we  should  hardly  be 

*  Atoi6e4»ftlicFi^achfeetf  abou^  six  feet  and  a  half  EnpiHsb 
measure  y  bo  that  1905  toisca  will:  give  a  height  of  somewhat 
more  thap  two  EngUah  miles  anU  a  quarter.— «Ta an slator. 
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aUeto  ovffcome  the  difficulties  attendaot  upon  the  iuk 
dertakingy  and  should  be  obiigedi  if  we  en|;aged  in  it| 
to  turn  back  again*  But  as  it  had  been  visited  earlier 
in  the  year  by  Monsieur  Cordier,  a  Frenchman,  whose 
knowledge  of  mineral(^,  and  zeal  in  the  pursuit  of 
xnineralogical  subjects,  are  well  known,  I  will  here  pre* 
sent  my  readers  with  the  remarks  made  by  this  very  in* 
telligent  traveller,  taken  fr6m  his  own  manuscript. 

On  the  sixteenth  of  April  he  set  out  from  rcHto  dc  . 
rOrotava  to  ascend  the  Peak.    He  found  the  plain  on 
which  th€  hill  stands,  Las  faUas  dc  tas  CanadaSf  to  be 
1100  toises  above  the  level  of  the  sea.    It  was  covered 
with  vitrified  lava  and  pumice-stones.    A  great  quantity 
of  broom,  spartium,  mbranubium^  sharra  with  some 
fichens  the  possession  ot  this  vast  waste.    At  the  static 
cia  de  los  mgleses  the  barometer  was  at  19  inches 
9^,05  lines,  and  the  heat  +  4^,09^  by  Reaumur ;  the 
stfrnaOf  therefore,  according  to  the  above  observations^ 
he  determined  to  be  1529  toises  above  the  sea.    Tbc 
broom.^grows  still  at  this  height,  though  very  much 
stunted.    The  cold  was  very  supportable.  Three  hours 
carried  him  to  the  summit  of  the  Peak.    In  arriving 
at  it,  a  great  deal  of  ground  is  passed  over,  covered 
with  heaps  of  vitrified  lava  in  veiy  large  rou^h  pieces^ 
The  steep  acclivity  which  leads  to  the  summit  is  strew- 
ed with  loose  punuce-stones,  which,  from  their  constant- 
ly slippbe  under  the  feet,  makes  the  ascent  very  fa- 
tiguing.    With  a  clear  atmosphere,  and  mild  weather, 
the  islands  of  Hierro,  Gomera,  Palma,  and  Canaria, 
may  be  seen  firom  hence.    The  walls  of  the  crater  with- 
in are  very  steep,  and  are  highest  on  the  northern  side : 
the  descent  into  the  cavity  is  only  practicable  by  three 
clrfts  in  the  sides.    The  space  within  b  of  an  elliptic 
form;   the  circumference  is  about  ilOO  fiet;   the 
depth  110.    The  steep  descent  into  the  crater  consists  of 
a  white  earth,  which  seems  a  decomposition  of  vitrified 
lava.    Crystals  of  sulphur  of  the  most  beautiful  colour^ 
and  extremely  briUiant,  ornament  the  inward  walls ; 
the  hot  moisture,  which  stood  abundantly  on  all  ^des, 
had  been  ascending  for  some  hours  fix)ni  the  depth  be- 
low ;  and  a  thermometer  held  in  one  of  the  cletts  rose 
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to  &e  height  of  80^  by  Reaumur :  this  moisture  con- 
sisted  of  sulphur,  and  a  sort  of  tasteless  water.  It  is 
very  remarkable  that,  mmgled  with  the  incrustations  of 
sulphur,  opal,  in  a  vartpty  of  forms,  was  to  b^  found. 

At  eight  o'clock  Monsieur  Cordier  being  one  toise 
and  a  half  from  the  top  of  the  mountain,  the  barometer 
stood  at  18  inches  four  lines,  the  thermometer  at  6^)9. 
At  the  same  hour,  the  barometer  at  Porto  de  TOrotava 
was  at  2&"  5'"  06,  the  thermometer  at  +  19^,09. 
The  point  at  which  this  observation  was  taken  was 
seven  tdises  above  die  level  of  die  sea,,  so  that  the  result 
of  die  whole  gives  1901,02  French  tcAses  for  the  height 
of  the  Peak.  The  inclination  of  the  needle  was  direct- 
ed  more  than  five  degrees  towards  the  south  pole. 

The  accounts  generally  given  concerning  the  keen* 
nessof  the  cold,  &e  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  sun's  disk,  ace  extremely  exaggerated. 
The  cold  was  perfecdy  suppcMtable,  the  strength  of  the 
Cquors  was  not  in  the  least  diminished,  nor  did  the 
hydrosulphuiic  moisture  occasion  any  difficulty  of 
breatbii^.  The  rarefaction  of  the  sir  did  not  oppress 
the  lut^  any  &rther  than  to  create  a  necessity  of  stop- 
ping at  intervals  for  a  short  time  when  approaching  to« 
wards  the  summit. 
.  Although  these  observations  of  Mons.  Cordier  vary 
very  much  from  those  of  other  travellers,  the  diffi:rences 
may  be  ea^y  reconciled,  since  it  b  well  known  that  in 
the  Alps  c{  Switzerland  the  cold  will  change  very  much 
in  the  course  ci  an  hour.  Mons.  Cordier  was  also  ex- 
tremely fortunate  in  havin^chosen  a  very  favourable 
moment  for  ascending  the  reak.  He  left  this  interest- 
ing place  after  staying  three  hours  and  a  half.  In  de- 
scending, he  soon  reached  the  nostrils  of  the  Peak,  as 
they  are  called.  These  are  two  holes  at  the  foot  of  the 
sumnut,  which  constantly  eipit  a  damp  vapour.  In 
their  neighbourhood  is  the  cave  called  Vueva  del  Gelo^ 
of  which  a  thousand  wcmderful  stories  are  related.    An . 

» 

idea  of  it  may  be  conceived  by  imagining  a  grotto 
formed  occasionally  by  the  flowing  Lava,  as  it  bursts 
over  a  vacant  space.  Thebottonvof  this  cave  is  com- 
raonly  filled  with  water  arising  from  dissolved  snow, 
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but  in  the  summer  it  is  occasionally  entird^  dy .  Tiie 
diflbrent  lavas  found  in  these  parts  have  tMs  peuufinrky, 
that  tbey  show  the  tran^tion  of  ffints  bUo  pumioe- 
stones.  , 

There  are  some  other  volcmioes.  The  crater  of  ^t 
which  choaked  up  the  harbour  of  Garachico  wrdi  hrva 
is  five  hours  from  Orotava.  The  new  volcano  is  so^ 
yen  hours  distant  from  Yrad  de  loi  Finos.  The  Aree 
apertures  made  by  die  lava  in  Ims  CatMhs  lie  one  •* 
bove  the  other  upon  the  steep  descent  of  die  moon^iD 
Chahorra,  which  is  itself  a  monstrous  excrescence  at  i 

the  foot  of  the  PdHk  on  its  south-west  i^de.  The  iar|g^ 
est  of  these  apertures  ts  twelve  hundred  pacn  in  eir* 
cumference,  and  its  margb  b  thirteen  hundred  toiset 
above  the  levd  of  the  sea.  There  is  no  possbHity  of  j 
descending  into  this«  In  the  others  sulphur  b  found 
in  small  quantities,  and  the  vapour  is  not  material,    in  | 

ascending  Chahorra,  Mons.  Cordier  ^seoireted  aaoliiar  | 

crater,  which  had  never  been  observed  befote*  It  \k 
sixteen  hundred  toises  above  die  levd  of  Ae  sea,  and  \k 
finer  diafi  any  of  those  hitherto  mentkmed :  it  is  tiearlf 
an  hour  and  a  half  in  circumference,  b  very  dd,  nd 
on  its  steep  sides  are  to  be  seen  abundant  traces  of  Aft 
most  dreadful  fires.  The  Peak  stands  upon  its  margift. 
The  reason  of  this  splendid  phcenomenon  having  re- 
mained hitherto  unknown,  b,  that  it  is  impossifale,  on 
account  of  the  steepness  of  the  sides,  to  ascend  to  ibe 
tq>  of  the  crater  upon  the  Peak  oh  the  ^hordi  aide. 

The  volcano  of  Guimar  is  six  bmdred  and  seventy 
toises  above  die  level  of  tt)e  sea,  on  die  steep  deelivit^ 
that  leads  to  La  Cumbre.  After  fuming  a  mass,  toe 
square  of  wluch  required  an  hour  to  go  round,  die  lava 
spread  itself  over  the  pbin  of  Los  Barancos^  at  die  foot 
of  the  mountain.  A  part  of  it  ran  even  within  a  quar4 
ter  of  an  hour's  distance  from  the  sea,  wluch  is  at  tkie 
distance  of  two  hours  mid  a  half  from  the  mountain*  ' 
The  bva  b  grey,  of  a  petrostlex  nature,  mmgled  tndi 
.  crystals  ot  augit  and  crysolites.  The  scoria  continues 
now  to  decompose,  producing  a  fine  sand,  which  mig^ 
no  doubt  be  brought  into  cultivation. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  October,  in  the  aftemoon. 
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vm  iveigbcd  ancbGr ;  and  amid  the  roar  of  cannon,  set 
fopim^to  the  Braeils*.  The  atmosphere  was  uncom- 
moely  dear,,  so.  that  on  tfie  twenty-ninth,  at  six  in  the 
moning,  we  co^ld  btlU  see  the  Peak,  though  it  was  at 
the  4]st^nc«  of  mqre  tb^D*  a  hunchtd  sea  mUes.  We 
had  DOW  before  us  a  voyage  of  two  months  and  a  half; 
abhwigli  to  maiiy  ibis  would  have  appeared  a  weari- 
sosK  W)4  ejftffuytOBi  prosp^t,  we  thought  of  it  with  great 

A  few  d^s  after  our  departure  we  arrived  between 
t^  Ir^pics ;  and,  fiivoqred  by  the  monsoon,  proceeded 
qfi  ow  voyage  most  pleasantly.  The  thermometer  was 
gOWraUy  froqi  20^  to  2^^^  and  we  endeavoured  to  ren- 
^  the  heat  supportable  by  Xveariog  vfry  thin  cloth- 
1^,  chiefly  of  nankeen.  The  ship  cut  the  waves  so 
9wc]uiUy,  thftt;  but  for  feeling;  every  now  and  then  a 
fresh  bre^^  we  should  hardly  have  recollected  that  \vc 
w«9  ilPQO  ^  sea.  The  nights  were  cool,  and  some* 
^mes  dimp^  Captain  Von  Kru^enstern  was  therefore 
porticulady  carefuji  that  no  part  of  the  crew  should  be 
^liply  doUieil  at  that  t^me,  or  should  sleep  uncovered 
upon  the  i|eck«  Several,  indeed,  cposidered  this  as  be- 
iog  overcantioiis,  smce  they  ooocqived,  tliat  by  enjoying 
^  cool  air  of  ni^t,  their  ttrength  would  be  re- 
eruited*  But  the  happy  consequences  that  attended 
dr  r^iiiationt  the  conatant  good  health  that  reigned  a* 
aoog  m^  shewed  plainly  that  we  were  all  greatly  in- 
debted tp  this  e^cceilent  man  for  his  prudent  attentions. 

Mo^  of  our  nordiem  travellers  found  the  warm  eli<r 
fMte  very  {d^iaiotf ,  and  agreed,  that  while  in  twenty  to 
twiQnQr  four  d^^rees  of  coU,  an  ear  or  nose  miglu  very 
well  be  firozei)  off ;  in  a  like  degree  of  \varmth,  noth- 
ing priq}udici(d  to  the  health  was  to  be  apprdiended. 
AX  richeaof  the  jBOUtbcrn  climates,  where,  almost  with* 
out  the  intnrventiQQ  of  man^  nature  brings  forth  fruits 
aod  otfiGr  tbipga  necessary  to  hb  sustenance,  where  he 
is  finee  from  aUsolicitude  to  procure  a  warnr^  dwelling, 
Mrm  elothif^,  and  plenty  of  firing,  shew  sufficiently 
that  the  cKistence  of  man  in  mild  climates  is  the  effect 
of  natuxe,  in  cold  ones  it  |s  entirely  the  result  of  art. 
It  »  consequently  there  where.  nr*cessity  compels  the 
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mind  to  greater  exertions,  and  where  reciprocal 
ty  has  for  its  object  merely  to  satisfy  the  neces^ties  of 
nature,  that  a  higher  degree  of  cultivation  must  be 
sought.    One  only  among  our  party,  whose  constitu* 
tion  had  been  previposly  shaken,  ever  complained  of 
the  heat  being  insupportable.  ' 

We  had  daily  new  scenes  and  new  sources  of  enter, 
tainment  in  various  ways.  The  tropic  bird  pfueton 
athereusy  tl ^e  flying  fish,  the  pelamide,  and  thr  tnunny, 
are  often  seen  in  these  regions,  and  we  could  sometimes 
take  them  with  the  harpoon.  But  this  sport  was  not 
so  productive  to  us,  as,  according  to  the  accounts 
given,  it  has  been  found  by  others.  We  many  times 
caught  a  small  kind  of  shark,  which^  for  want  of  other 
fresh  food,  were  eaten  with  great  pleasure  by  the  sailcirs. 
The  remora  or  suckkig  fish,  echeneis  renwra^  and  the 
pilot,  gasterosteus  dtteior^  were  also  taken  occasbnaliy. 
In  very  still  weather  we  sombtimes  sskyfUbe  physaSs  fieb^ 
pica.  The  extraordinary  structuipe  of  this  creature, 
Tike  a  bladda-  with  a  number  of  little  threads  hanging 
to  it,  the  beauty  of  its  colours,  and  the  novelty  of  the 
object,  delighted  us  exceedii^Iy.  The  threads,  by 
touching  them,  occasion  a  smart  and  an  inflammation 
on  the  skin,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  cantharides  were 
applied  to  it.  In  good  weather  we  frequently  hoisted 
out  a  boat  to  examine  the  clearness  and  temperature  of 
the  water,  and  the  current,  or  else  to  fidi.  Sometimes 
even  we  went  to  pay  a  vist  to  our  compknion  in  the 
voyage,  the  ship  Neva.  Such  litde  excursions,  when 
out  in  the  vast  ocean,  have  inexpressible  charms,  and 
whenever  one  of  them  took  place,  it  was  always  a  sort 
of  competition  who  should  partake  in  the  treat. 

The  nearer  we  approached  to  the  equator,  the  m<»ra 
variable  was  our  weather.  We  had  alternate  calnfi's, 
brisk  gales,  showers,  thunder-storms,  cloudy  skies,  and 
bright  sunshine.  The  heat  was  very  supportable,  ael- 
dom  exceeding  twenty-two  degrees  of  F^aumiir.  Oi 
the  twenty-sixth  of  November,  in  the  forenoon,  wt  pasi* 
sed  the  Line  in  longitude  24^  20'  west  of  Greeriwich. 
This  occurrence  is  sufficienlly  interesting  to  all  Euro* 
peans  to  be  noted  in  tlicir  journals.     How  much  more 
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reiBaikable  then  was  it  to  Russians,  since  ours  were  the 
first  vessels  of  that  nation  that  had  ever  navigated  these 
waters,  that  had  ever  visited  the  southern  division  of  the 
globe.  A  feeling  of  national  pride  was  awakened  in 
every  breast ;  and  even  we  who  were  foreigners,  joined 
in  the  exultation,  since  we  shared»in  the  honour  of  lay. 
in^  the  foundation  for  an  active  commerce,  which 
might  be  in  the  end  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
Russian  nation. 

It  was  about  ten  in  the  forenoon  that  we  crossed  the 
Line,  when  both  vessels,  the  Nadeschda  and  the  Neva, 
hoisted  the  Russian  flag,  and  the  day  was  celebrated  as 
a  fi^tival  by  both.  As  it  is  prescribed  by  ancient  cus- 
tom, that  cvtry  one  who  passes  the  Line  for  the  first 
time  shall  be  dipped  into  the  water,  or  at  least  well 
sprinkled  vnth  it,  this  ceremony  was  punctually  ob- 
served by  us.  A  sailor,  who  was  full  of  natural  droU-u 
lay  and  vivacity,  to  make  it  the  more  impressive,  dres-^^' 
sed  lumself  to  represent  Neptune.  The  costume  in 
which  this  god  of  the  seas  appeared  must  have  been 
one  he  was  only  accustomed  to  wear  at  the  north  or 
south  pole :  for  certainly  in  the  warm  climates  he  usual- 
fy  inhabited,  such  an  one  could  never  have  been  seen 
before.  In  hi§  hand,  instead  of  a  trident,  he  held  a 
harpoon,  and  with  inconceivable  celerity  dipped  his 
bucket  again  and  again  into  the  water,  and  sprinkled 
anosc  around  him.  •  When  it  is  observed  that  the  ther- 
mometer  was  now  between  twenty-two  and  twenty- 
three  degrees  of  Reaumur,  it  will  easily  be  imagined 
how  comfortably  warm  this  good  sailor  must  liave 
been,  clad  in  a  thick  fur  dress,  remaining  for  some  hours 
upon  the  deck,  springing  hither  and  thither  in  die  per- 
formance of  his  fimction.  He  went  through  the  whole 
most  admirably,  to  the  great  delight  and  amusement  of 
the  company.  The  commander  of  the  other  ship,  the 
Neva,  (JaptaiQ  Lisiansky,  at  the  moment  when  the 
Russian  flag  greeted  the  equator,  passed  us  in  full  sail 
with  his  yards  manned,  and  gave  us  three  hearty  cheers, 
which  we  returned  with  equal  ardour. 

The  ambassador,  Von  KesanofF,  in  order  to  impress 
this  very  remarkable  dny  in  the  annals  of  Xlussian  navi- 
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gation  the  more  forcibly  upon  the  nunda  of  every  body«^ 
assembled  aU  the  sailors  upon  declc,  and  Tanging  them* 
in  a  row,  gave  every  one  a  Spaaidi  dollar.  When  din^ 
ner-time  arrived,  we  all  sat  down  wiA  the  utmost  hilari- 
ty.  During  dioncr,  we  drank,  amid  the  roar  of  can* 
non,  the  hecJtb  c^  his.  Imperial  M^jesty,-«•«of  the  graci* 
ous  monarch,  the  boie&ctpr  of  his  subjects,  the  pro- 
moter of  trade  and  navigation,— rand  all  his  iipperial 
house.  Afterwards  we  drank  the  minister  of  trade 
Count  Rdmanzoff,  and  Count  Tchitchagoff,  minister 
of  the  marine,  the  prttideat  of  thp  academy  of  sciences 
at  St.  PctersbuiKh,  Von  Novosilaoff,  the  dii^ctcn's  of 
the  Russio- American  company,  our  brave  comimander^, 
Captain  Von  Krusenstem,  the  ambassador  Von  Resa^ 
noff,  with  all  our  friends  and  relations,  and  the  com- 
panions of  our  voyifge*  We  wece  arrived  at  the  ut- 
most height  of  joy  and  mirth,  when  we  n^  from  taUe, 
'W^  went  upon  ^dec^*  Here  a  new  jubilee  began* 
Captain  Krusenstera,  the  ambi^ssador,  and  all  the  oS^ 
^er%.  were  one  after  the  other  raised  up,  and  swung 
rounid  Ih  the  hand  with  a  shout  of  joy  and  a  grand 
busza*  Thb  is  a  custom  amoi^  the  Kussians,  whea 
they  would  shew  the  gieat  e$(e^  and  honour  in  which 
tfiey  hdd  per80Q^  of  wch  a  description.  The  pleasu^re^ 
of  this  reiharkable  day  were  qoqcluded  with  a  bowl 
q{  punch* 

We  did  not  find  die  hpat  updfr  the  equator  by  any 
means  so  insupportable  as  it  b  gewrally  represented. 
To  judgp  by  my  own  fitdin^,  f  must  confess  that  a 
very  burning  sumi|Kr*s  day .  m  the  north  of  Europe  is 
much  more  q)pi:essiye  tlmi  the  jtieat  under  the  KM^ 
In  the  latter  n^ioQ,  SQldQQi  a  day  passes  that  a  cooling 
thunder-storm  does  not.refr^h.the  av.  As  in  the  nprthi 
people  guard  i^gainst  the  cold  by  warm  clothing  au4 
fiir  caps, so  in  warm  climates theinhsdbitantSi to  avoid 
being  overcome  by -the  b«iti  wear  veiy  thjp  cjipdiing  ai^ 
light  straw  hats. 

Our  Neptuoe,  who,  notwithstanding  the  height  of 
the  thermometer,  had  been  leaping  about  all  day  in  A 
mask  and  a  thick,  fur  dress,  must  have  indeed  endured 
a  very  unusu^  decree  of  heat ;  yet  he  never  suffered 
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in  Ae  least  from  it  FeAmp^  Ate  RussUm  ciRtibm  of 
u«ig  the  va|)our-bftti^  «a  mtioh  bad  a  condderdbk  ifu 
feence  in  enabfing  bim  to  mppCfrt  the  htm  without  in^ 
eonTcnienciew  It  it  vetj  striking  to  compare  the  itga^ 
latiotis  formerly  made  on  a  aeatroyage  with  diose  of  the 
|iresent  times.  For  example:  Sir  John  Narborougb, 
inliie  year  1670,  aaya^  that/behad  ttie  precaution,  iii 
the  warm  sonea,  to  haw  his  people  bled  freouently ; 
and  experience  had  taught  him,  that  no  method  waft 
ttldre  efieacioaa  for  prevendng  fevers*  This  naviga'^ 
tor  must  have  had  a  very  healthy  crew,  for  it  might  be 
l^rc^ved,  by  tnMy  wdgtey  argumentSi  that  his  precau-> 
tion  was  sufficient  to  debilitate  them,  and  render  them 
muc&  more  MaUe  to  be  attacked  hy  fevera  and  scurvy. 
£xperieooe  baa  ahewn  Captain  Cook's  and  Captain 
Krttsenttm'a  plan  to  be  far  more  salutary.  By  keep*  ^ 
kig  die  men  vkU  led«  and  endeavoring  to  make  them 
cheerful,  by  e&fiMrcing  cleanliness,  and  giving  them 
plenty  dfgood  wiater,  with  sometimes  a  glass  dr  wine, 
grog,  or  pQitob)  the  whole  crew,  without  any  one  being 
bled,  passed  the  line  four  dmes,  and  returned  to  £u^ 
fope  all  in  perfect  healdi. 

Our  poultry,  which  were  partty  brought  from  "Eu^ 
ro^  partly  taketi  in  at  the  island  of  Teneriffi?,  did  not 
b»r  me  heat  and  tiie  long  sea  voyage  so  wc^  as  out* 
sdveL  Our  hena,  a  few  excepted,  became  entirely 
bfind*  What  could  be  the  reason  d  this  I  can  by  no 
means  con}ectur&  LabiUardiere>  who  observed  the 
satneeflbn  among  his  poultry,  ascribes  it  to  die  influ- 
enceof  the  air.  rerbaps  it  is  lather  occasioned  by  the 
sea-watcTi  since,  from  the  ship  being  very  frequently 
Ti^aahed,  and  fiy>m  water  being  thrown  into  it  in  consi- 
derable quantkies  by  strong  winds,  it  is  almost  inevita* 
ble  diat  some  will  occasionally  mingle  itself  With  the 
food  given  to  the  poultry. 

Every  little  and  often  apparently  trifling  careumstance 
deserves  nOtiee  in  a  voy^^  such  as  ours.  •  I  cannot, 
^lerefere,  pass  over  an  incident  which  occurred  on  the 
tv^wty-second  of  November.  We  observed  a  ship, 
which  appeared  to  be  sailing  towards  Europe.  Cap- 
^in  Knisirastera  hailed  'tL  and  sent  an  officer  on  board 
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t?ithletteti5«  I  begged  to  Bccompany  him,  as  such  ail 
excursion  upon  the  wide  ocean  b  not  a  thing  that  hap» 
pens  every  day.  We  learnt  thattbe  vessel  belonged  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  was  bound  for  Bata- 
via.  This  arduous  voyage  the  captain,  like  many 
others,  was  making  ivitfaout  any  gi^t  astronomicd 
knowledge,  and  without  a  chronometer,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  vras  now  in  reality  thiee  degr^  moie  to 
the  west  than  he  was  according  to  his  ship's  reckonii^. 
He  was  exceedingly  diankful  to  us  for  pointing  out  to 
him  his  error,  and  indicating  the  true  longilucte  of  the 
vessel  Hi$  course  was  in  consequence  immedialdjf 
ehanged. 

The  sevend)  tad  eighth  of  December,  Captain  Km- 
senstem  was  occupied  in  seeking  the  problematic  isl- 
and of  Ascen^ao,  the  exbcence  of  which  is  doubled  by 
the  latest  navigators,  partixsularly  by  La  Perouse.  We 
steered  westward,  and  found  ourselves  towards  evening 
in  latitude  20^  42'  south,  and  37^  longitude,  conse- 
quently two  degrees  moie  to  the  west  th^  the  last  nam- 
eid  unfifftunate  navi^tor,  without  finding  any  island : 
so  that  if  it  really  exists,  it  is  not  in  the  place  hidmto 
laid  down  in  the  maps. 

We  had  now  for  several  weeks,  that  is,  from  die 
twenty-seventh  of  October,  floated  upon  the  great  ocean, 
die  sport  of  the  winds  and  waves ;  when  at  length,  on 
the  twelfth  of  December,  we  discovered  Cape  Frio,  on 
the  long  xvidied-for  coast  of  Brazil.  This  land,  abound- 
ing in  gokl  and  diamonds,  with  its  splendid  towns  md 
rich  productions,  had  long  been  the  leading  object  of 
interest  among  us.  It  had  been  the  subject  of  our  daily 
conversation,  of  our  anxbus  curiosity.  Many  of  our 
ship's  company  nvished  eamesdy  to  visit  the  town  of 
Rio  Janeiro,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  cape.  Capb> 
tain  Krusenstem,  however,  thought  of  the  difficulties 
we  should  have  to  contend  with.  He  saw  clearly,  that 
here  we  must  of  necessity  be  subjected  to  a  very  strict 
visitation,  and  put  to  many  unnecessary  expences,  t)e- 
sides  probably  losing  a  great  deal  of  time ;  and  he  there* 
fore  determined  rather  to  bend  his  course  to  Santa  Ca« 
tbarina,  an  island  three  degrees  farther  to  the  south. 
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wfaidi  had  many  sixperkr  recomniaidations  as  a  place 
of  refreshmenty  and  which  had  been  visited  by  the  im- 
mortal La  Perouae.  We  made  amends  for  our  disap- 
pointment hr  amusing  ourselves  exceedii^Iy  with  the 
many  new  objects  which  the  sea  and  the  neighbourhood 
df  the  land  here  presented  to  our  observation.  We 
were  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  dbtant  from  the  shore, 
and  aaw  near  our  ship  a  great  number  of  fishing-boats, 
which  sailed  by  with  perfect  indifference,  probably  be- 
cause  thejr  had  nothing  to  sell,  and  did  not  want  to  buy 
any  thmg  of  us. 

The  country,  even  at  this  distancC|  gjjve  us  speci- 
mens of  its  ricbes.  The  sea  appeared  altogether  alive. 
In  forty  fathom  water  we  caught  dorades,  coryphtzna 
hippurus^  which  we  thought  excellent  We  remarked, 
at  tne  same  time,  an  immense  number  of  salpce,  heroes, 
medusas^  and  otiier  slimy  gelatmous  and  transparent 
animals,  which  come  under  me  general  name  of  Zoo- 
phytes and  MoUttsquse.  It  was  particularly  striking  to 
see  the  white  sea  in  some  places  entirelv  red.  On  an 
accurate  examination,  we  perceived  that  this  effect 
arose  from  an  immense  number  of  littie  crabs  which 
floated  upon  the  surface  of  the  water. 

On  the  dghteenth  of  December  we  came  in  sight  of 
the  island  of  Santa  Catharina,  and  were  already  welco^p* 
ed,  thou^  at  the  distance  of  more  than  sixty  sea 
mfles,  by  a  great  quantity  of  butterflies.  T|iey  were 
probably  driven  from  the  land  by  a  strong  wind.  The 
weather  was  very  fine,  the  horizon  clear,  and  we  steer- 
ed direcdy  for  the  coast.  At  half  past  four  in  the  af- 
temoon  we  were  so  near,  that  we  could  distingubh  the 
treeSy  the  rocks,  and  other  objects*  We  were  full  of 
hope^  that  this  evening,  or  venr  early  the  next  morn- 
ing, we  shouM  cast  ahchor,  and  be  soon  in  full  enjoy* 
ment  of  all  the  ddights  of  BrazU ;  when  suddenly  a 
violent  storm  of  thunder,  wind,  and  rain,  came  on,  so 
that  we  were  obliged  to  bear  away  from  the  land»  and 
seek  our  safety  from  a  south- west  wind  in  the  open  sea, 
nor  could  we  ventcx^  to- approach  the-coast  again  till 
the  twentieth. 

F 
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CHAPTER  11. 


Stay  at  Santa  Catharina. — The  town  of  JS/ossa  Sen- 
hora  do  Desterro.^^Mimners  and  customs  qfthevu 
habitants. — Dance  of  the  Negro  Staves.  ^^Excur- 
sion to  the  Mam-Land.^'^ArtSy  knowledge^  andjmh^ 
lie  institutions. — Manufactory  oj  Tram  QU. — Aa- 
tvaral  Histary.^^Medical  observations^ 

THE  aspect  of  the  landscape  presented  to  our  view, 
which  was  decked  with  a  dnqpery  of  the  most  b^utifiil 
green,  ornamented  with  flowers  of  a  diousand  hu^,  pro* 
raised  us,  even  at  a '  distance,  the  highest  enjoyment 
during  our  s^  in  the  place,  and  the  most  abundant  re- 
freshment.  The  island  of  Santa  Catharina,  and  the 
coast  of  the  main  land  opjposite  to  it,  consist  principally 
of  pretty  hijgh  land ;  the  most  lofty  sununits,  however, 
rise  only  to  a  middling  height,  and  are  entirely  clothed 
with  trees ;  the  ascents  are  steep,  and  they  are  much  in- 
tersected  with  deep  vallies.  We  observed  along  the 
coast  several  little  creeks  and  islets,  and  found  the  land 
abundantly  watered  by  many  springs,  rivulets,  moun* 
tain-torrents,  rivers,  and  marshes.  The  shore  is  parth' 
sandy,  partly  bordered  by  granite  rocks,  against  whicn 
the  waves  beat  with  so  much  force,  and  occasion  so 
strong  a  surf,  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  vessel  to  ap- 
proach them. 

The  sight  of  land,  even  of  the  most  barren  rocks,  b 
always  delightful  after  a  voyage  of  two  months,  and 
having  no  other  view  durmg  aUthat  time  but  the  wide 
waste  of  waters.  How  much  more  enchanting  then  is 
the  prospect  of  such  a  land  as  that  we  now  approached, 
where  nature  is  so  highly  favoured,  where  reigns  all 
imaginable  beauty,  every  thing  that  can  charm  wt  ey? 
and  delight  tlic  heart.    A  lovely  landscape  rose  above 
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the  strand  of  die  sea,  and  the  green  of  the  hills  was  in- 
creased by  the  golden  border  they  received  from  the 
rays  of  die  settmg  sun.  We  saw  about  the  shore,  to 
which  we  drew  nearer  every  moment,  several  little 
vessds  ;  and  dro[^>ed  our  anchor,  on  the  twenty- first,  / 

near  a  smaU  fortress  called  Santa  Cruz,  upon  the  island 
of  Atomeri. 

My  imaginadon  was  so  filled  with  beautiful  pictures, 
that  1  couQ  scarcely  wait  the  return  of  dawn  to  obtain 
a  more  indmate  knowledge  Of  this  enchanting  spot.  I 
must  confess,  that  my  ideas  wefe  carried  almost  perhaps 
to  extravagance  ;  but  notwithstanding  this,  the  nearer  I 
approached  the  land,  the  more  did  I  find  the  reality  ex* 
ceed  my  expectation.  The  number  and  variety  of  the 
flowers,  the  beauty  of  their  colours,  their  size  and  forms, 
nvere  truly  w(»thy  of  admiration,  and  the  delicious 
odours  with  whicK  diey  filled  die  atmosphere  seemed  at 
every  breath  to  stretigdien  the  body,  and  exhilarate  the 
mind. 

Large  butterflies,  which  I  had  hitherto  only  seen  as 
rarities  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious,  were  fluttering  a- 
bout  in  prodigious  numbers ;  and  plants,  which  I  did 
not  know  any  otherwise  but  as  dwatts  in  our  conserva- 
tories, here  reared  their  heads  aloft  in  towering  majesty. 
The  lovely  golden  colibris  hovered  about  the  honied 
flowers  of  the  banana*groves,  and  the  notes  of  birds 
never  heard  befc^e  resounded  through  the  wellwatered 
vaBies,  delighting  at  once  the  ear  and  the  heart.     Shady 
winding  paths  kad  fi'om  one  habitation  to  another, 
very  &r  exceeding  in  pleasantness  and  beauty,  in  sim- 
plicity and  variety,  the  studied  and  artificial- walks  that 
ornament  our  European  gardens.    Every  thing  I  saw 
excited  in  me  the  utmost  astonishment  from  its  n6velty, 
and  oiade  an  impression  upon  my  mind  and  heart 
mnch  easier  felt  than  described.    In  the  evening  I  re- 
turned to  our  ship  wholly  transported,  and  enriched 
with  a  large  collection  of  plants  and  insects.     Here  I 
excited  no  less  astonishment  among  all  our  party  than 
I  had  myself  experienced,  and  they  joined  with  me  in 
admiring  more  particularly  the  size,  variety,  and  beauty 
of,  colouring  among  the  iMitterflies. 
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The  island  of  Santa  Catfaurina  forms  but  a  amaU  por* 
tioo  of  the  govemmeDt  to  which  it  gives  name*  it  is 
twenty-five  miles  long,  and  in  some  jdaces  firom  eight 
to  nine  miles  broad,  ia  others  only  £rom  three  to  four. 
Its  north-north-west  point  lies  in  latitude  27^  19'  10" 
'south,  and  in  longitude  47^  49'  20''  west,  according  to 
Captain  Von  Krusenstern's  and  Dn  Horner's*  obser- 
vations. It  is  separated  from  the  main-land  by  a  strait^ 
wnich  in  the  narrowest  part  is  not  more  than  two  huo« 
dred  fathoms  over.  All  the  entrances  to  the  strait  are 
guarded  by  forts  mounted  with  artillery,  and  garrison- 
ed ;  but,  notwithstanding,  in  case  of  an  attack  tcooi  aa 
enemy,  they  are  not  capable  of  making  much  resistance. 
Small  vessels,  such  as  brigs,  cutters.  Sec  may  take  the 
southern  entrance  to  get  to  the  establishment^  but  larger 
vessels  must  take  the  northern*  The  latter  is  defenwd 
by  two  small  forts,  one  of  which  stands  upon  the  north* 
west  point  of  the  island,  and  is  called  Jrorte  dti  Fonta 
Orassa ;  the  other  is  nearer  the  main- land  upon  ibc 
litde  island  Atomeri,  and  has  the  name  of  Santa  Cruz« 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  latter,  large  ships  find  a 
safe  and  convenient  anchorage. 

The  principal  place  of  Uie  island,  and  the  scat  of 

f;ovemment,  is  the  town  of  Mntsa  Senora  do  Desterro* 
t  stands  on  the  south*  west  side  of  the  island,  about  ten 
sea*miles  from  the  anchonn^-place  above  mentioned, 
at  the  foot  of  a  considerable  hill,  and  contains  between 
four  and  five  hundred  houses,  llie  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  island  of  Santa  Catharina  is  reckcHied  at  ten 
thousand,  that  of  the  whole  govemmeut  dqpendent 
upon  the  island  at  thirty  thousand.  Thei^  are  a  great 
number  of  people  among  the  inhabitants  in  easy  cir* 
cumstances,  but  few  very  rich.  The  houses  are  all 
built  of  stone,  cemented  with  a  kind  of  clayey  earth : 

*  Dr. Horner  of  Zurich,  was,  at  Zach*8  recommendation, 
appointed  astronomer  to  this  expedition.  Captain  Von  Krusen« 
stem  commends,  in  his  worki  the  activity  and  knowledge  of 
tins  exceUent  man.  Through  bis  prolnty,^s  integrity,  and 
the  mildness  of  his  character,  he  acquired^the  friendship  and 
esteem  of  every  body.  He  distinguished  himself  in  the  most 
advantageous  manner  on  a  great  variety  of  occasions* 
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« 

tbestreeta  are  for  die^most  part  regular.  Rcreare  mer* 
chants^  or  rather  traders,  and  mechanics,  of  every  des- 
cription ;  and  great  abundance  of  provisions  of  all  kinds 
are  daily  brought  to  market  from  the  country  around. 
In  the  numerous  shops  are  to  be  found  almost  all  sorts 
of  £ur(q)ean  merchandize  that  contribute  to  the  sup- 
port  and  convenience  of  life ;  as,  for  example,  iron 
wares,  glassy  porcelain,  silk  and  woollen  stuns,  clotb, 
looking-glasses,  paper,  &c.  &c.  But  all  these  things, 
as  may  be  reasonably  supposed,  are  extremely  dear. 

The  inhabitants  of  tne  whole  province  are  pleasing, 
friendly,  and  prepossessing ;  great  hospitality  reigns  a- 
mongtbem,  and  they  are  very  sociable  with  each  other. 
They  assemble  together  in  the  evening  in  little  family 
parties,  in  which  the  Portuguese  mwners  prevail  entire* 
ly :  th^  dance,  they  laugh,  they  joke,  they  sing,  they 
]^y,  and  might  be  taken  r^y  for  those  whose 
manners  they  imitate.  Their  usual  instruments  are  the 
guitsff  and  the  dulcimer.  The  music  is  expressive, 
pleasii^,  and  a&cting ;  the  songs  are,  according  to  the 
yerf  general,  it  may  be  said,  almost  universal  custom, 
chso^es  upon  love  and  maidens,  upon  wounds  given  l^ 
Cuj^  and  bleeding  hearts,  upon  sighs  and  longings. 

The  females  are  not  ugly.  Among  those  of  the 
bi^ier  classes  we  saw  some  who,  even  in  jBurope,  might 
with  justice  have  been  pronounced  handsome;  Thev 
are  in  general  of  a  middle  stature,  well  made,  with  dark 
comptexions,  course  dark  hair,  and  dark  eyes  full  of  fire; 
we  saw,  however,  a  fe%v  who  were  very  fair.  They  re- 
oeive  d^ir  guests  with  great  courtesy,  and  are  notre^^ 
stiainal  like  the  lovely  sex  in  Ubit  modier-country,  who 
are  ^ut  up  the  whole  year  through,  and  can  only 
catdi  a  sight  of  a  stranger  by  looking  through  the  key- 
hole or  a  crack  in  the  door.  How  inconsiderable  soever 
this  place  may  be,  it  is  not  destitute  of  little  love  intri- 
gues. They  arc  woven  together  here  as  every  where 
else*  The  most  insignificant  presents  of  European 
merchandize,  tinsel,  ribbands,  ear-rings,  or  other  things 
of  the  like  kind,  are  always  thankfully  received.  The 
clothing  of  both  sexes  is  according  to  the  European 
&shions,  only  thit  the  garmtnts  are  made  of  tlie  thin- 
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nest  and  fittest  materials  that  can  be  procured.  Mus- 
lins, fine  Tinensy  nankeen,  and  silks,  are  particularly 
sought  after. 

Ims  government  is  of  modem  institution.  It  ex* 
tends  from  Rio  Grande,  which  is  at  tbir^-two  d^^iees 
south,  to  the  government  of  St.  Paul,  which  is  at  twen- 
ty-five. It  was  principally  peopled  fix)m  this  latter 
government  The  Portuguese  regency  has  bestowed 
many  privileges  uiK>n  it ;  as,  for  example,  that  all  ships 
coming  into  or  going  out  of  this  port,  foreigners  as  well 
as  nativesjjpay  much  less  than  at  any  other  harbour  in 
Brazil.  The  province  is  fertile,  and  all  thin^  necessa- 
ry to  life  are  extremely  cheap.  Nature  brings  forth 
every  thing  without  much  help  fix)m  die  activity  and 
industry  of  man.  Fruit,  of  a  g/cat  varieQr  of  sorts,  b 
produced  in  almost  inconceivable  profusion.  Oranges^ 
lemons,  limes,  bananas,  pine>apples,  peaches,  sweet 
melons,  water  melons,  figs,  cocoa  and  other  nuts,  and 
grapes,  abound  all  over  the  island.  Turkish  com  is 
also  grown,  as  well  as  rice  and  various  sorts  of  pulse* 
Spanish  potatoes,  convohukts  batatas^  onions,  yams, 
moscorea  alata^  and  itlany  other  sorts  of  vegetables^ 
are  cultivated.  Tapioca,  as  it  is  called  in  Brazil,  in 
other  places  mandioca^  or  cassava  root,  jatropha  manU 
hoty  is  the  principal  food  of  a  great  part  of  the  inhabi*^ 
tants,  and  is  eaten  instead  of  bread.  The  finer  parts  of 
the  root  make  the  tapioca,  a  true  white  sago,  and  this  ie 
eaten  by  the  higher  classes ;  the  grosser  parts,  under 
the  name  of  fiurmha  da  pao^  are  eaten  by  the  poor. 
Com  and  white  bread  are  only  to  be  found  among  the 
very  highest  and  richest  of  the  people.  The  earth-nut, 
arachis  hypogosa^  is  also  abundantiy  cultivated.  At  the 
time  when  this  plant  is  in  flower,  the  pointal  inclines 
towards  the  ground,  by  whioh  means  it  receives  its 
fmctification.  It  b  said  to  be  now  much  cultivated  in 
the  south  of  France. 

The  landed  proprietors  almost  invariably  keep  a  great 
number  of  domestic  animals,  as  oxen,  horses,  cows, 
hogs,  ducks,  geese,  turke}'s,  &e.  Meat  and  poultry 
are  therefore  to  be  had  at  a  very  reasonable  price.  An 
ox,  of  at  least  four  hundred*  poimds  weigitt,  may  be  * 
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piiTchased  for  debt  Spanish  doflars ;  an  excellent 
milch  cow  for  twave,  or  from  that  price  to  sixteen :  a 
Jat  hog  of  two  hundred  pounds  for  ten  dollars  y  a  good 
ftiwl  for  the  eighth  of  a  dollar.  Muscles,  crabs,  shrimps, 
and  fish  of  various  sorts,  might  also  be  had  in  abun* 
dance,  but  they  are  dear  in  proportion  to  other  things. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  coast  m  general  fish  for  them- 
sdves,  so  that  but  little  is  brought  to  market.  Hie 
iii^;ro  slaves  are  the  persons  principally  employed  to 
fisb.  A  fine  fizrtile  proper^  of  some  hundred  acres  of 
land,  well  wooded,  and  with  exodlent  pasture,  may  be 
bought  for  three  or  four  hundred  Spanish  dollars.  Any 
one  who  is  in  possessicm  of  such  aproperty,  and  some 
good  slaves,  may  be  con^dered  as  a  ricn  man,  fiee  froni 
care,  and  he  may  liv^  in  abundance  upon  the  products 
of  it.  The  proper  inhabitants  of  the  country  are  easily 
to  be  d^tinguisbed  by  their  superior  cleanliness  from 
the  ^rty  Portuguese.  The  soldiers,  the  peasants,  and 
even  the  poonest  among  the  people,  not  (xily  wear  plenty 
of  good  and  clean  linen,  but  the  utmost  neatness  is  to 
be  observed  in  their  houses  and  household. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  government  of  Santa  Catha* 
rina  consists  of  coast-land,  running  not  farther  into  the 
country  than  fixim  ^x  to  eight  German  miles.    Even 
at  the  distance  of  one  German  mile  from  the  shore  the 
lands  b^;in  to  be  thinly  inhabited :  only  scattered  cot- 
tages are  to  be  found  at  a  ccmsiderable  distance  from> 
each  other.    These  people  depend  principally  for  their 
support  upon  the  rearing  of  cattle.      Tb^  have  innu? 
nrantt>k  herds  of  homed  beasts,  which  range  in  immense 
pastures,  remaining  there  the  whole  year  round  with- 
out any  care  being  taken  of  them  ;  nor  can  each  mdivi- 
dual  exact^  ascertain  the  number  that  properly  belongs 
to  him.    These  half- wild  animals  are  sold  upon  the 
qx|t  at  the  low  price  of  two  or  three  Spanish  dollars^ 
They  are  bought  m  great  numbers,  and  brought  to  the 
town  of  Nossa  Senhora  do  Desterro.     The  greatest 
difficulty  is  to  catch  them :  for  this  purpose,  many 
persons  both  on  foot  and  on  horseback  endeavour  to 
surround  an  ox,  and  to  throw  over  his  horns  or  hi^  foot 
a  cord  with  a  npose  in  it.     When  thus  caught,  they 
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play  him  about'for  a  whik  till  he  is  wearied^  and  he  is 
then  thrown  to  tfie  ground.  In  thb  manner  he  is  somc-^ 
tvhat  tarned^  so  that  he  can  at  kngth  be  driven  lo  the 
town.  Yet  the  transport  of  tl^se  beasts  b  attended 
with  so  much  trouble,  Aat  the  price  is  doubled  by  the 
time  they  reach  the  place  of  their  destination. 

The  mhabitants  of  the  interior  are  not  only  the  poor* 
est  in  the  province,  but  they  are  subject,  lirom  time  to 
time,  to  inroads  finom  the  Indians,  the  aborigines  of  die 
co^^try,  who  are  here  called  Genfio  brava^  wild  men^ 
or  Ca&HTolos*  During  our  stay,  an  occurrence  of  this 
kind  took  place,  and  the  governor  was  obliged  to  send  a 
detachment  of  soldiers  to  the  assistance  m  the  peofde. 
1  understood,  indeed,  that  such  occurrences  were  by  no 
means  rare.  « 

With  regard  to  the  climate,  we  did  not  ind  the  heat 
so  insupportable  as  we  had  been  led  to  expect.  Dur- 
ing the  months  of  December  and  January,  which,  in 
the  southern  hemisphere,  answer  to  our  summer  months, 
the  usual  height  of  the  thermometer  in  the  shade  was 
from  twenty  to  tWenty-two  degrees  of  Reaumur ;  dte 
greatest  beat  was  twenty-six.  The  govemcnr  related, 
as  an  extraordinary  circumstance,  that  he  had  known 
the  thermometer  as  low  as  ten  degrees :  this  is  the 
preatest  degree  of  cold  ever  felt.  Scarcely  a  day  passes 
m  the  warm  season  without  rain  and  thunder  storms 
towards  die  evening.  Winter,  according  to  the  account 
of  the  inhabitants,  is  the  most  agreeable  season  of  the 
year,  and  like  a  delightful  spring. 

Tile  air  is  constantly  moist.  The  Idty  chsuns  of 
mountains  bein^  covoed  with  an  eternal  green,  attract 
Ae  clouds,  which  then  descend  into  the  vallies  to  re* 
fresh  the  plants  and  animals,  and  afford  them  nourish* 
menty  and  to  fiimish  supplies  to  die  springs,  the  brooks, 
and  die  rivers.  The  greater  the  heat  during  the  day, 
the  more  certainly  may  thunder  and  rain  be  expected 
in  the  evening.  The  regular  supply  of  moisture,  tc^^ 
ther  with  the  great  degree  of  warmth,  may  be  consider- 
ed as  the  united  causes  of  die  excesdve  luxuriance  and 
variety  that  reign  in  the  vegetable  and  animal  king- 
doms here.    The  naturalist^  however,  finds  great  obsta- 
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ekstDhis  obtaii^ng  a  good  ooBectiariof  obgetitsof  tia*. 
taial  history Y  anoe  the  beetles^  the  crabs,  the  butterfiiest 
the  locustSt  the  kige  spidos,  wbich  among  us  are  dried 
veiyaH&y,  are  hoealwi^s  disposed  to  rot,  unless  very 
great  case  be  taken  to  dry  them  in  close  places^  where 
mcf  are  not  at  all  exposed  to  the  humidity  of  die  air« 
To  my  inexpressible  oonoem,  from  i^;norance  of  this 
ciidHOslHicey  and  not  taking  precautions  against  it,  I 
loot  a  great  part  of  the  pbmts  which  I  had  collected  at 
the  bwinning  of  my  stay.  Leaviqg  them  half-dricd 
when  f  wot  for  some  days  upon  a  distant  excursion 
into  the  interior  of  the  country,  at  my  tetum  most  of 
diem  were  completely  mouldy.  The  nights  are  parti* 
Golarly  dtto^p ;  but  it  must  be  observed,  that  this  seems 
to  have  no  ill  efl^  upon  the  health  of  the  inhabitantsu 
This  ^^o^nnment,  excnt  the  northern  part  about  San 
Fiancaco,  is  considerea  as  extremely  healthy.  In  the 
ptrt  above  aUuded  io^  the  vapours  arising  from  some 
^ngy  cxtenrire  marshes  and  standing  waters  are  extreme- 
ly pref  udiciaL 

Tbie  manners  and  customs  of  the  countiy  do  not 
urtake  much  of  those. to  be  obsavedin  Portugal. 
Tbff  vanr  fimu  diem  particularly  in  the  di&rent  cus* 
toms  and  modes  of  lue  which  a  di&rent  clim^  and 
diflferept  natural  productions  inevitably  occasion.  In 
such  a  dimateas  Santa  Catharina  very  little  clothing  is 
required;  the  women,  dierefcre,  seldom  wear  more  in 
the  house  than  the  under  garment  and  a  thin  gown  over 
it  The  former  is  df  fine  linen  or  cotton,  with  a  hand- 
some  worked  border  round  the  bottom.  They  com- 
monly also  wesff  a  nuislin  handkerchief.  In  company, 
in  the  cveniogy  the  ladks  aiqpear  dressed  very  muohin 
the  EUm^can  style,  but  omamicnfied  with  great  quantities 
of  ribband  aid  tinsel :  the  greater  the  variety  of  ccJours 
worn,  the  more  ekgantly  dressed  th^  esteem  them* 
selves.  The  men  are  likewise  clodied  almost  entirely 
la  the  European  sQ^le.  The  negro  skives  go  nearly 
mthout  clothing;  the  men  wear  only  a  adoite  and  the 
women  a  ^lort  petdcoat,  With  perhaps  an  old  shift,  or 
some  rags  fiotened  upon  |b(p  shoulder,  and  han^^ 
down  over  tlie  breasL 

O 
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The  numb^  of  negro  sktves  of  both  sexes  to  be  seen 
here  appears  very  singular  to  the  eyes  of  an  European 
unaccustomed  to  such  a  spectade.  It  gave  me  a 
ivholly  new  and  very  revolting  soiaatioD,  M^hen  i  vent 
for  the  first  tin)e  to  Kossa  Senhora  do  Desteiro,  and 
saw  a  number  of  these  \vTetched  helpless  bdnga.  lying 
almost  naked  about  the  streets  ibr  sale.  It  is  wdl 
known  that  a  great  number  of  nesroes  are  broi^^ 
ever^  year  from  the  Portuguese  settlements  in  Africa^ 
particularly  from  Angola,  Benguella,  Mozatnbiqtje^ 
be.  to  BraaiL  These  poorcreaturesare,  like  all  other 
animals,^rated'in  their  value  accordingly  as  they  may 
be  old  or  youngs  healtliy  or  unhealthy,  strong  or  feei^ 
of  the  mak  or  female  sex.  If  they  have  had  thesmall* 
pox  the  price  is  exceedingly  enhanced.  Although  I 
have,  even  in  these -modem  days,  hesffd^is  traffic  de- 
fended by  many  respectable  men,  according  to  my 
ideas,  it  must  be  one  highly  revolting  to  the  refined 
feelings  of  an  European.  During  the  tranmort  from 
Africa,  great  numbers  fall  victims  to  thesmall^pox,  to 
putrid  fevers,  or  to  their  sickly  longii%  for  their  own 
country.  Tliis  produces  a  fixed  melanaholy,  which 
few  who  are  stricken  with  it  ever  survive.^  A  yovmg 
healthy  negro  costs  in  Brazil  fi^om  a  himdred  to  a^ 
hundred  and  fifty  Spanish  dollars.  If  he  be  accus« 
tomed  to  labour,  or  understands  any  mechanical 
trad!^,  or  if  he  can  speak  the  Portuguese  language,  his 
price;  is  much  increased  :  he  is  paid  for^  in  short,  ac- 
Cording  to  the  talents  he  possesses.  A  number  of  such 
^avcslormsa  valuable  capital  to  the' owner  of  thttm:  £of 
it  must  be  observed,  that  whatever  they  can  earn^ 
whether  by  bodily  labour,  or  mechanical  employments, 
is  not  their  own,  it  all.reverts  to  their  master*  They 
are  let  out  by  him  to  work»  as  an  European  would  let 
out  a  horse,  at  a  stated  price,  by  the  day  or  week. 

It  is  these  miserable  creatures  who  cultivate  the  land. 
iii6  do  all  the  most  laborious  work  of  every  kind.  The 
^i^eakh  of  the  inhabitants  is  principally  estimated  by  the 
number  of  slaves  that  each  one  possesses.  The  latter 
inay  esteem  themselves  happy  when*  they  fall  into  the 
haiids  of  merciful  and  humane  masters ;  but  \voc  to 
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those  wfadse   lof  is  caok,  imclcr  harsh  and  severe  ones.* 
They  are  sometimes  treated  in  the  most  brutal  manner.  • 
Am<mg  SQch  it  olten  happens  that  the  desire  of  liberty, 
so  natdral  to  die  heart  of  man,  leads  the^  to  run  away 
upon  the  Rrit  favourable  opportunity  presented.     They 
conceal  themselves  among  the  mountains,  preferring, 
infinitely,  the  life  the\'  lead  th^ire,  feeding  upon  herbs> 
fruits,  roots;  and  such  animals  as  they  can  kill  in  ihe^ 
chase,  to  smarting  under  the  lash  of  a  barbarous  tyrants. 
Under  such  cirdumstances,  they  often  associate  them* 
selves  tvith  the  Indidirs  of  the  interior,  and  serve  them 
as  guides  when  they  make  the  inroads  already  mention** 
ed  into  the  setdements  of  the  Europeans.    In  some  few 
cases,,  the  iH-treatmetlt  of  the  sla\  es  has  wrought  them 
lip  to  ^tch  a  pitch  of  fury,  that  they  have  become  the 
murderers  of  their  masters.    Such  an  instance  occur* 
red  a  short  time  before  our  arrival  at  Santa  Catharina. 
As  th^  cc^st  of  Brazil  is  very  thinly  peopled,  the  annual 
mcrea^  ot  industrious  slu%'es  would  be  a  real  acquisi^ 
tfoftf'io  the  country  ;  and  the  government  would  there- 
fof^d^  wisely  to  pay  great,  attention  tu  having  tiicm 
treated  with  humanity  and  kindness. 

The  prodlicts  of  the  land,  abmidant  and  varioits  as 
they  are,  would  prove  an  inexhaustible  source  of  tlie 
richest  commerce,  if  trade  vwre  not  embarrassed  with 
many  ahaddea.  Every  otherpart  of  the  colony  is  made 
subservient  to  Rio  Janeiro,  as  it  is  there  alone  that  the 
inhabitant^:  are  allowed  to  sell  their  commodities. 
Should  thik  fine  country  become  hereafter  morepopu-^ 
loos^  and  be  lea^Yieglected  by  the  government,  it  might, 
from  its  sopcirabundant  natural  riches,  be  made  one  oi 
the  most  important  marts  of  commerce  in  *  BraziL  Tl  le 
cultivation  bf'cotton  and  cofiee  would  produce  im- 
mense gaans;  -  Rice  and  sugar  abound  here,  and  yet 
tiiere  is  a  gr^aft  want  both  of  rum  and  arrack.  Indigo^ 
pepper^  vanilla,  copaiva  balsam,^  and  various  other  ob- 

*  The  tree*  vrhicH  yi^ds  the  copaivn  balsam,  or  balsam  of 
tohi,  cofiaifera  officinalis^  is  here  called  oleo  bretOy  or  oiack 
olive,  it  abounds  hi  the  forests,  but  very  little  sase  is  m'adt  ol 
it.  I  was  assured,  that  when  the  incision  is  made  in  the  tret 
to  procure  the  b&Isum,  which  is  done  only  in  the  very  hot  sttm* 
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jects,  would  acfw  tvithcmt  timfale.  A  Auinbtr  of  Ae 
feiestdorts  of  wood  for  ship-buildiiifi:,  «dftr  a^Mag 
tibemost  costly  household  funiitiire,  abound  in  the  fiqr* 
e8ts,andwouUl  tarmrerf  important  arddesofmdt, 
if  the  exportation  of  them  were  not  prohibitid.  in 
thesouthoD  parts  of  the  government,  nameljr,  in  Rio 
Grande^  are  to  be  feuni  most  ci  ibc  products  of  the 
milder  parts  of  Europe :  vines,  fbr  instance,  in  abim* 
dance  ;  but  scarcdy  any  persons  concern  themsdves 
with  the  cultivation  of  them. 

Whoever  is  accurately  acqunnttd  wflh  the  natwe  of 
the  Portugtiese  government^  must  be  surprised^  in  an 
cstablishm^t  where  so  mudi  afluence  reigns,  to  find 
so  iew  ecclesiastics.  Permission  has  often  been  asked 
of  the  Court  to  build  a  ccmvent  here;  but  die  present 
governor,  Don  Joachim  Xavier  Curado,  has  upon  cvciy 
such  application  strenuously  opposed  it,  ibrdievefjr 
'  wise  reason,  that  tl^  monks,  not  contributhtg  to  the  po» 
pulation  of  the  country,  would  prove  in  rraity  an  ob» 
stack  to  its  increasing  in  wealth  fffld  prosperity.  Sudi 
an  instance  had  occurred  only  a  short  time  befcre  ear 
arrival.  ' 

Of  the  ^eculmr  customs  and  manners  wlnefa  I  ob« 
served  dunng  my  stay  at  Santa  Cadiarina,  I  wffl  efr* 
deavour  now  to  give  some  idea.  The  inhobiluits  verjr 
often  drink  a  tea,  or  an  infbsion  from  tlie  leaves  of  a 
plant  known  here  by  the  name  of  httindofMUo^  tli0 
gaSum  moBu^  of  Linnasus,  TUs  is  as  general  here  as 
tea  or  coffee  m  most  European  countries.  I  could  ocX 
procure  the  phnt  which  pit)duces  these  leaves  ;*  itdoci 
not  grow  in  the  bland  of  Santa  Ci^iarina,  butisbrtta^ht 
from  the  most  northern  parts  of  the  government,  aboM 
San  Francisco.  The  leaves  are  tram^xxted  hidier  in  a 
long  kind  of  baskets,  whidi  hold  firom  two  to  three 
pounds  each*    When  they  are  to  be  used,  hot  water  is 

Tner  mcmths,  a  stroDg  sound  is  heard,  and  the  isp  or  halsam 
nulies  oat  ina  aiteanif  as  when  a  ywx.  is  opsasd  in  Ui^  haiaan 
ann. 

*  To  judge  hj  the  texture  of  the  leaves,  it  appears  to  be  an 
ilex  $  perhaps  somewhat  resembling  the  Utx  vomitorfa^  or 
Pan^oay  tea« 
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powod  upon* dMD,  ibeliqoQr  iv.iImi  siMBmedwith 
Mg»v  aso  aerv«d  to  die  guests.  In  older  that  none  of 
the  kavea  laay-  come  into  tbe  mouth,  a  little  pine  is 
usedtabout  six  incbe»loiig^  and  asthidi  as  the  shaft  of 
a  tobaooD  pipe,  duough  which  the  liqaat  ia  drawn  up« 
AnoQi;  die  poorer  dass,  die  dieU  of  a  cocoa-nut,  or  of 
a  species  of  gomd,  piobabbrtfae  euctsriita  ticeraria/^ 
oommoidjr  usedas  a  cop.  dometunes,  however,  a  sort 
ofcQp  b  made  ofbunMckgrt^'Hiich  is  presented  wiA  fe 
nafkm;  the  hitler  is  made  apart  of  die  appurleuances» 
that  the  faaftd  may  nM  bemcdestod  by  the  heat  of  the 
cop.  Among  rkh  people  may  be  seeacocoa^nuts^ 
finely carmd  and  kick««d,  while  otfaer&hmv  bodi  die 
cop  and  die  pipe  of  silver,  the  workmaisbip  of  whkhis 
ve^  neat,  and  uistnd  of  a  o^fai,  a  saucer  of  the  same 
mrtd*  I  was  informed  that  Ae  use  of  this  tea  was  in- 
tsodueed  fiwu  die  Spanish  poasessions,  and  that  tbe 
drinldag  it  had  bean  for  a  kxig  time  an  universal  cus« 

tom* 

Inatesd  of  fire^yms,  die  Mople  of  Santa  Catharuia 
make  iioe  of  a  sort  of  bow,  but  they  do  not  shoot  with 
anrowa.  Sometimes  thqr  use  small  pdbMes,  sometimes 
baismade  of  hsrd  day.  It  is  suranmng  to  see  widi 
hoar.nmcb  dexteiiQr  even  boys  will  use  this  weapon  : 
they  kill  at  a  oonaiderable  distuioe,  with  as  rouchcer- 
tainty  as  an  European  with  his  musket  Nor  b  this 
maedyaaport  of  youdi  to  Imng  down  aaudl  birds.  I 
ha(ve  been  assured  that  the  aim  is  taken  widi  so  much 
certainty,  that  as  many,  even  la^  birds,  are  brought 
homeastbeycany  out  cbgrbaHs  widi  them.  This  ac- 
count appended  tome  so  much  the  morecredible,  as  I 
bad  in  my  exeinsiooa  often  taken  a  youth  with  me  asa 
giude,  who  used  his  bow  with  extraoidinaiv  dex* 
tajffm  lonoe  saw  a  bqv  on]|y  ten  years  old  take  his 
aim  at  abunerfy  whiw  was  penned  upon  a  flower^ 
and  bkyw  the  creature  entire^  to  pieces.  I  observed 
anodier  sboot  a  particubr  orange  wUch  was  pointed 
out  toUm  firam  me  bou|^  of  the  tree ;  and  I  repeat* 
edlyaawthem  destroy  die  little  colibris  as  tb^  w«e 
hovering  about  the  btossoms.  As  a  eood  gun  from 
Europe  IS  in  &azil  a  very  dear  and  cosuy  w^pon,  and 
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as  poMat^  oftm  not  be  procured  sbany  pricey  Ac 
maoncrof^ootii^  beredescribed  is'Mnrach  tb&nioit 
valuable*  For  oatunJ  historjr,  and  particuhrljr  for  sub- 
jects of  omkhok^,  it  is  paftieidwif  demnbky  as  aft 
t^s  not  exceping  the  smallest  coUbn^  that  I  mw  A^ 
patehed  b^  it,  were  not  in  any  way  shattend  :  tte^ 
were  killed  ratcely  by  the  foioe  of  dieUoir  received 
from  the  bail. 

Another  tinivcrsal.  custom  is  to  wash  the  fiad  with 
warm  water  every  night  befiMPe  goin^  to  bed.  All  per- 
sons of  both  sexeS)  fiom  Ihe  weaMuest  hukd-proprmor 
to  the  lowest  slave,  those  that  inhabit  the  most  spien* 
did  mansions,  as  V^  aft  those  who  live  in  the  poonsst 
cottages,  observe  diis  custom,  only  with  the  dUEsrenoe, 
that  the  feet  of  the  masters  and  their  gtiests  aK  firsr 
washed  by  tbt  slaves,  and  thm  the  la^  wash  their 
own.  The  principal  reason  of  tUs  univenal  custom 
arises  from  the  general  praotioe  among  the  pooKr  dasses 
of  going  barefoot.  The  day-labourers,  and  slaves  \rtio 
OBtum  home  from  their  daihr'iabonrs,  weary,  and  dovier- 
ed  with  dusit  and  sweat,  find  it  infiniicidy  revii^iilg  and 
re&^eshing.  Besides  it  is  the  most  effectual  preventive 
of  the  bad  efii^cts  which  might  arise' from  tbenoacione 
insects  that  get  under  tiie  skm*  I'be  fndex  pevMfmisy 
for  example^  among  negligent  and  catxfless  people,  ^^ 
ing: barefooted,: Will  burrow  almost  imo  the iiesh,  and 
finish  by  occasioning  sores  of  ^ -Vety  painful  andper-^ 
nioiotts  kind;  ^In  the  town  of  Nossai  JSeniiora  -  do  Des^ 
terro,  we  were:  much  stiHick  by  aeebg  peiiotis  of  die 
higliest  classes'With  very  long  nails,  particularly  upon 
die  thumb  t  this  was  considered  as  a  grei^  orhament. 
Here,  as  in  many  pluoes  in  tiie  East  ImSes,  it  is  regsjrd^ 
edas  a  n^ark  of  distinction  to  have  long  ndls;  since  it 
is  a  certain  sig^  tirnt  the  handadsAnot  tx  emj>loy«did 
hard  liabour.. 

_       * 

In  our  European!  towns  we  g^  in  spkndid  eqdij^age^ 
to  make  visits  of  great  cenciift>ny,  or  to  stttad  a  wedding 
or  christening.  Jn  this  little  town  of  tiie  new  wo#ld, 
on  such  occasion  a  sort*  of  sedan-chair  is  used,  called 
eaddrinhas,  in  which  the  rich  are  drawn  in  state  by 
their,  negro^aves.    They  are  not  like  ow  sedan  chairs^ 
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dosed  iqpwidi  dbors  and  glass  urindows,  but  rather  re- 
sGoAie  an  easjr  chair  mth  a  high  tMick.  They  have  a 
caMp7,  romd  which  is  a  eurtain  of  scarlet  cloth  richly 
bomdered  wHb'gdld  fringe;  and  the  v^ole,  when  the 
curtnf)  is.  open,  has  very  moch  the  appearance  of  a 
king^s  tbrooe^ 

We  had  the  sadsfoctibo  of  aoiemrasing  here  die  fe&-  ' 

cS  the  New  Year,  and  of  participating  in  the  plea> 
sunes  nMeh  on  tids  occasion  are  allowed  by  the  state. 
Nor  was  it  a  ali^  satisfaction  to-  see  the  poor  negro 
slaws,  wbo  are  Inspt  to  strictfy^  to  woi'k  die  whole  year 
found,  at  dns  period  aHowed  some  diays  of  freeaom^ 
«iMn;tbqr  ocxud  wek' their  enjoyments  after  their  own 
faiAion,  ttd  indulge  in  those  national  dtoces  whidh  are 
to  dbem  so  great  a  sooDce  of  delight.  Although  the 
beat  desonptkn  of  .these  cha^cteristic  performances 
amjfae  bcn  imperfeot,  yet  will  I  endeavour  to  give  some 
idea  nC them  indie  best  nranner  I  am  able. 

Commonly  tile  slaves  msb  into  the  street  \^tth  great 
fioise  and  ioipetuestty  ^  but  at  diis  time  it  rained  ^o 
hanl  that  tiiey  were  eoAstraiaed  to  solemnize  thdr  bac- 
chatftian  riles  in  cottages  or  publ^c-hou8es;  It  was 
eaqr  ta  cfiacover  whese  a  ball  was  going  forwards,  for 
thenMsie,  and  the  shouts  of  the  dancers,  might  be  heard 
to  ft'ConsickcaUe  distance.  I  say  music,  ahhough  noth- 
ii^  liiae  ^any  of  our  European  wind  6r  stringed  instni- 
ments  Was  to  be  heard,  not  even  a  bagpipe.  A  mono- 
taQcms  cry,  a  wild,  noisy,  yet  measured  kind  of  drum* 
miag,  a  sound  like  that  of  hammering  copper,  a  clap- 
ping of  hands,  distingai^ed  the  place  c^  assembly.  In 
entuiag  this  seat  of  rejoicing,  the  not  very  agreeable 
smett  of  so  many  negroes,  shut  up  together  in  a  ver}- 
confined  space,  heated  with  the  exertions  of  dancing 
and4eB|aog,  wa&sfitffieieiit  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of 
many;  orather  to  frighten  it  entirely  away.  Mine  was 
narso  rarily  subdtied :.  the  desire  of  seeing  in  South 
Amerioa  a  -dance  perfopmed  by  the  swarthy  natives  of 
Africa,  was  'Superior  to  any  repulsion  arising  from  the 
above-mentioned  cnreuaastanoe* 

The  king,  or  leader  of  the  dance,  was  to  be  distin- 
^uisbed  imoedif^^ly  from  the  rest  by  his  greater  height 
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and  more  attiede  fe^  He  stood  Bke  a  hero  iD  dc 
midst  of  hb  followers,  n^  were  att  colfeeled  in  a  ciicle 
foimd  him.  Instead  of  the  helmet  of  slee!,  hb  bead 
was  <kiuHnetiled  with  gold  paper  and  ftaArra.  Inaiead 
of  the  iron  breast-pbbt,  his  body  gUtlered  wiAi  lutsof 
gkss,  gold  fringe,  and  apanffles.  Sons,  and  stars  of 
gddfoid  silver  paper,  appeared  above  all  othora  the  &• 
vourite  ornament.  In  his  kit  hand  he  held  a  reed  about 
two  feet  long,  in  whidi  werea  greatmany  notches  pret- 
ty dose  to  each  odier.  On  dus  he  scraped  oontiniuAjr 
with  a  little  stidi  which  he  held  in  his  rig^*handU 
llie  rest  of  the  dancers  had  eid«  Eke  sticks,  mtdes,  or 
little  beUb,  taf  tking^  m  short,  that  would  iMke  a  dift* 
tering  and  noist.  ustesd  ofnwiMcians,  some  of  the 
negroes  sat  in  a  comer  of  die  room  upon  Ac  groimdt 
and  struck  with  dieir  hands  upon  an  Qx*hide,  wUch 
was  stretched  over  the  hdVow  trunk  of  a  tEee,  senriM| 
as  a  drum.  The  whole  company  were  omameMed 
with  fisathers  and  ribbands,  md  wore  ^fiadems  of  gold 
paper.  The  fiM:es  of  some  were  covered  widi  mi«s, 
those  of  the  rest  were  smeared  ovtr  in  a  frkhtlul  ud 
horrible  manner,  widi  red,  white,  and  other  cdouia* 

Both  negioes  and  negresses  liaving  ibrmed  a  drde 
round  die  king,  itfterwards  bwan,  mt  one,  then  anOi* 
ther,  accoiding  to  the  dcgit^  oli^^ity  ihcf  possesaadi 
to  come  formffds  in  die  cffde  as  sdo-danoers,  when 
they  made  the  strangest  gestures  that  can  weU  be  con- 
ceived. The  rest  sung,  or  scromed  some  incomnre- 
hensible  African  songs.  Tlx^  drew  the  hro  sod  ankle- 
bone  with  incredible  cderinr  mto  a  code  Msixoataltyt 
while  the  uppor  part  of  the  oody  reoaained  almost  mo- 
tionless, seeming  as  it  were,  to  bdance  tfaemadves  up- 
on the  lower  part  The  nedc,  die  shoulders,  and  me 
back,  were  equally  shaken  widi  such  celerity,  that  they 
seemed  to  have  eveiy  jdnt  and  muade  about  diem 
perfisctlv  at  command.  The  greatest  dcHciity  was 
shewn  by  a  half-naked  negress,  who  umied  vmk  tfie 
most  rapid  movement  of  me  Ups  a  venr  cxacdy  mea- 
sured and  ecmally  rapid  modon  of  the  Kct  The  dis- 
tortions of  the  countenance,  the  swelling  out  of  the^ 
cheeks,  and  other  hideous  gestures,  seenied  to  const!- 
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t^,fooMdSae  to  Aei^eas.of  tbeie  people^  tiiep^&c- 
tiooof  the  per&maDces.  «After  awhUe,  tb:  sweat  arising 
fiom  their  exertioiis  mixing  itself  with  the  dyes  ths^t 
smored  the  swarthy  bodies  oflthe  dancers,  and  running 
down  together,  occasioned  a  variety  of  shadings  truly 
ludiccous,  and  more  easily  conceived  than  described. 

The  principal  object  of  these  dances  consists  ia  re* 
pr^entjng  the  commo»  occu|>ations  of  life,  as  fishing, 
hunting,  nghtii^g,  &c« ;  and  they  are  represented  with 
so  much  fidelity,  that  our  European  ballet-dancers 
taighthere.leara  lessons  of  expiession.  \Vhenwecon« 
sider  die  natural  warmth  of  the  climate,  united  with  the 
vtifidal  warmdi  of  so  many  people  shut  up  together  in 
a  confined  sjpace,  and  both  combined  with  that  arising 
from  the  violence  of  their  exertions,  one  cannot  be 
enough  astonished  to  see  for  what  a  length  of  time  to* 
getber  the  danpbg  is  continued. 

In  die  night  tM^ore  the  feast  of  Kpiphany,  it  is  the 
custom  for  tovem  toserenadc  their  beloved,  and  firieods 
to  serenade  eapb  other.  We  haid  not  been  previoMy 
^[>pris^  of  th^  custom,  and  were  not  a  litde  astonished 
at  being  waked  in  the  middle  of  the  night  with  a  sweet 
and  melodious  soi^,  accompanied  by  flutes  and  guitars. 
The  efiect  of  this  soul-enchanting  art,  particiuarly  in 
the  middle  c^  the  night,  must  be  well  known  to  all  who 
have  experienced  it ;  and  they  will  easily  conceive  the 
pleasing  impression  made  upon  us  by  the  charms  of 
these  soft  tones  on  our  yet  but  lialf-awakened  senses. 
Oa  the  following  morning  we  kanit  that  this  was  in^ 
tended  as  a  mark  of  friendship  and  good- will,  as  a  token 
how  much  we  had  acquired,  during  our  shoft  stay,  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  was  np  leas  surprised  than  rejoiced  to  learn  fi*om  tlie 
govomor,  that  there  was  a  pexsoa  in  the  couatsy  who 
had  for  several  years  occupied  l^imself  exceeding  in 
collecting  insects.  Anxious  to  avaU  myself  of  ^a  cir- 
camstancQ  which  might  Etf'ove  of  so  much  advantage  to 
me  in  my  own  pursuits,  I  immediately  mtreated  his  Ex- 
cellency to  introduce  me  to  the  acquaintance  of  this 
brother  collector.  But  here  a  difficulty  arq3e,  as  hf 
did  not  live  in  the  island,  but  upon  the  eontinent,  at  the 

H 


58  STAY    AT   SANTA   CATttAEtlTA^ 


tnoe  of  a  fun  German  mile^  and  ^  govanor  was 
not  veiy  well  acquainted  with  the  precise  pboe  of  hb 
abode.  He,  however  very  cd>%ingly  took  gmat  pains 
to  inanire  him  out,  and  I  had  soon  die  ptoiisure  of  a 
visit  from  him.  My  fbst  business  was  to  inlxeat  him 
to  point  out  to  me  the  parts  where  I  plight  obtain  the 
ricnest  harvest  for  my  collection,  and  ts  solicit  pefiaisi* 
sion  to  accompany  him  in  some  of  lus  excursioDs  ; 
both  which  requests  he  complied  with  in  the  most  o- 
bliring  manner.  *    - 

The  very  same  daj,  at  hb  invitation,  I  quitted  Noasa 
Senhbra  do  De^terro,  to  accompany  him  to  his  own 
habitation  on  the  continent,  which  we  readied  at  five 
o^clock  in  the  evenmg.^  It  was  a  small  house,  situat* 
ed  in  a  most  charming  ^nd  fertile  landscape,  about  a 
hundred  paces  from  tiie  shore.  A  considerable  tract  of 
land  belonging  to  him  aflkrded  ample  means  of  provid- 
ing for  the  wants  of  himself  and  his  family.  Three 
slaves,  eip;bt  cows,  a  number  of  swine,  fowls,  ducks, 
and  turkies,  constituted  his  household,  the  guard  of 
which  was  delegated  to  several  very  fine  and  Wfitch* 
fill  dogs.  His  wife,  an  industrious  acdve  woman, 
and  very  well  inducted  in  all  the  departments  of  do* 
mestic  management,  kept  a  school  for  girls,  and  had  a 
house  full  of  young  pupils.  At  my  entrance,  I  found 
them  alF  at  their  respective  employments ;  some  were 
spinning,  others  sewing,  others  knitting,  others  leammg 
to  read  and  spell'.  Such  a  general  appearance  of  order 
and  industry,  in  short,  reigned  among  them,  that  it 
made  the.  most  pleasing  ami  interesting  impression 
upon  me,  and  gave  me  me  highest  opbion  of  my  new 
hostess. 

She  received  me  in  a  very  hospitable  and  friendly 
manner  according  to  the  customs  of  the  country,  and  to 
her  own  confined  means.  Two  daughters,  akeady 
grown  up,  who  seemed,  for  thdr  situation,  to  have  been 
extremely  well  educated,  sung,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 

*  For  the  ioformation  of  futare  Uavellers,  it  may  Dot  be  a* 
miss  u>  give  the  name  and  address  of  this  worthy  man.     ^en- 

hor  Matheoa    Carchio   Caldeiro^  no$  carricros  FregU€9ifiL  Sao 
JoaCf  Govemo  da  llha  Santa  Catharina, 
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day's  irarky  upon  my  request,  some  very  pleasing  and 
expressive  airs  ^  and  as  they  could  not  play  upon  any 
musical  ittstrumenty  accompanied  their  singing  in  a 
vay  pecuKar  manner.  They  had  in  their  hands  a  bi-, 
valvedidl,  in  which  wasindosed  a  small  pebble,  which 
diey  shook  in  a  regular  manner,  so  as  to  mark  the  time. 
It  resembled  somewhat  the  Siianish  ca^agnettes,  and 
prodaced  by  no  means  an  unpleasing  eflfect* 

This  agneeable  entertainment  concluded,  they  both 
absented  themselves  awhile,  and  at  their  return  brought 
me,  the  one  figs,  the  other  flowers,  wliich  they  had 
gathered  in  their  own  garden.  Their  whole  demean* 
our  was  replete  with  rural  innocence  and  kindness.  It 
was  a  fine  moonlit  evening,  and  the  good  father  pro- 
posed a  wsdk  upon  the  sea-shorei  whiph  I  accepted  with 
the  gieater  pleasure,  as  we  were  to  be  accompanied  by 
the  two  daughters. 

At  our  return,  we  found  an  excellent  supper  set  out^ 
which  the  good -mother  had  been  in  the  mean  time  pre^ 
paring.  The  bananas  were  dressed  in  a  way  wholly 
new  to  me,  and  which  I  thought  particularly  good* 
This  firuit,  the  musa  mipientwn  of  Linnseus,  may  be 
eaten  the  whole  year  through.  It  is,  in  truth,  one  of  the 
most  benevolent  present  of  nature,  furnishing  a  grater 
ful,  healti^,  and  nourishing  food.  .  The  flavour  may 
be  best  likened  to  a  mixture  df  flour,  sugar,  butter,  and 
eg^  The  fruit  is  eaten  eitlier  raw,  or  boiled  in  water 
nnly^  or  roasted  in  butter.  Dressed  in  the  latter  way^ 
it  resemUes  very  much  an  omelette  or  a  pancake.  Tlie 
evening  was  passed  very  pleasantly,  and  our  grand  ex- 
cursionwas  fixed  to  take  place  early  on  the  following 
monung. 

Before  \jtifpnX  to  bed,  a  slave  brought  me  according 
to  the  Cttstmn  mentioned .  above,  a  warm  foot-bath, 
when  he  washed,  rubbed,  and  wippd  my  feet  so  softly, 
so  gen^,  that  I  must  iiecly  own  I  thought  it  a  most 
Kuediing  and  grateful  ceremony.  I  have  ever  since 
found  the  same  practice  the  greatest  refreshment  pos* 
sible  when  I  have  been  fatigued.  I  could  not  help 
thinking  of  the  deceased  Forster  as  I  was  going  through 
this  operation.    He  says^  that  the  best  remedy  he  e^ 


«.  « 
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Ibimd  for  reviving  his  wearied  muscles,  and  restoring 
them  to  their  elasticity,  was,  when  the  daughter  of  his 
host,  who  excelled  all  the  beauties  of  Otaheite  in  the 
deamessof  her  complexion  and  the  regularity  of  her 
features;  rubbed  his  arms  and  legs  gently  vi ith  her  ddi« 
oate  hands,  and  pressed  the  muscles  softly  between  her 
fingers.^  I  must  confess,  that  whatever  pleasure  I  re« 
ceived  from  the  friction  by  the  negro  slave,  I  should  have 
felt  ten  times  greater,  if,  instead  of  him,  the  daughter  of 
my  host  would  have  condescended  to  be  my  attendant. 
The  efiect  of  diis  operation  is  indeed  not  very  diflferent 
from  that  of  animal  magnetbm. 

On  the  following  morning,  at  day- break,  after  an  ex<- 
CeHent  breakfast  of  bananas  and  milk,  which  I  prefer- 
red to  co&e,  we  set  out  upon  our  excursion.    It  was 
never  extended  more  than  a  German  mile  fix)m  the 
house  ;  and  a  little  before  evening  we  returned  richly 
laden  with  butterflies  and  other  insects.    I,  for  my  part, 
took  every  thing  that  came  in  my  way,  and  fill^  four 
middling-sized  boxes,  which  were  carried  by  a  boy 
whom  I  had  taken  with  me  for  the  purpose,  with  tlie 
most  beautiful,  and  to  me  very  rare  objects.    My  cod* 
duot(^  brought'home  only  one  box  full,  he  being  much 
more  select  as  to  what  he  caught  than  myself.    After  I 
had  refreshed  myself  widi  a  veTy  hearty  and  excellent 
meal,  I  expressed  a  wish  ta  return  the  same  evening  to 
Nossa  Senhcx'a  do  Desterro,  as  I  had  no  more  boxes 
with  me  for  farther  excursions.    My  friendly  host  im* 
mediately  sent  for  one  of  his  slaves,  and  ordered  his  own 
boat  to  carry  me  over.    He,  indeed,  accompanied  me 
liimself  to  the  island,  thoufiph  purely  out  of  politcnessy 
as  he  had  no  real  business  mere. 

In  some  of  our  future  excursions  tc^ether,  he  carried 
meto^the  hill  of  Sertao  das  Picadas,  and  to  the  stream 
of  Ribeirao,  about  two  German  miles  and  d  half  inland. 
These  my  conductor  assured  me  were  the  principal 
places  for  finding  large  and  rare  butterfiies;  and  here 
w$r  collected,  among  others,  tbt  adonis  tnmeri,  epistro* 

*  See  the  account  of  a  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  South  Sea 
by  Captain  George  Forstcr. 
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phas  weherij  helenom  crameri^  fysimnia,  Jebrua  hoff- 
numsaggz^  thoasj  archidamas^  and  many  others  equally 
uncommon  and  beautiful. 

We  always  set  out  at  day-break.  A  Portuguese' 
boy  whom  I  hired  for  the  purpose,  carried  the  boxes 
and  the  ifecessary  refreshments ;  and  I  had  my  nets, 
my  needles  for  fastening  the  insects  when  caught,  bo- 
tanizing boxes,  knives,  and  other  tools.  At  every  step 
I  took,  as  I  left  behind  me  the  sea-coast  already  so  t/irell 
explored,  ^nd  which  I  thought  had  yielded  me  so  rich 
a  harvest,  and  approached  the  forests,  as  yet  unknown 
to  me,  I  was  in  still  greater  astonishment,  and  could 
not  contemplate  with  sufficient  transport  the  new  and 
charming  objects  which  were  at  every  moment  present- 
ed. 

Transported,  enraptured  with  the  beauties  of  nature, 
often  did  I  stop  to  enjoy  diem  a  few  moments  longer. 
My  conducted  could  not  comprehend  how  I  could  feel 
so  much  delight  at  contemplating  objedts  with  ^vhich  he 
had  been  too  long  familiarized  to  experience  any  thing 
Uke  corresponding '  sensations.  The  admiration  I  ex- 
pressed at  the  variety  and  stature  of  the  gigantic  stems 
wifli  crowns  of  flowers  upon  their  heads,  at  the  fragrance 
of  the  atmosphere,  at  the  new  forms  and  colours  of  the 
,  fung^  dt  the  size  and  extraordinary  variety  of  the  ferns,* 
at  tverj  object,  in  short,  that  I  beheld  around  me,  ex- 
cited  more  astonishment  in  him  than  the  things  them- 
selves*  Instead  of  cocoa  and  banana  trees,  of  coffee, 
sugar,  rice,  and  €X>tt6n-plants :  instead  of  fields  of  ta- 
pioca and  eartib-nuts,  the  sight  of  which  had  so  often 
enchained  meon  the  sea-shore,  my  eye  now  endeavour- 
ed to  pierce  through  dark,  shady,  and  almost  impene- 
trable forests.  Here  were  olives,  fig-trees,  the  cedrus 
odorata  or  mahc^ny  tree,  beroba,  garabisij  garaberi^ 
garaxubaf  garabrura^^  and  others,  all  with  the  thickest, 

#  See  ^  Pkntes  recueiUies  pendant  le  Voyag^e  des  Russes 
autottr  ita  momde  par  Langsdorf  et  Fischer."  Tubingen,  ches 
Cotu,  1810.    Fol.  avec  desfi^^ures. 

t  I  cannot  insert  more  than  the  names  of  these,  for  to  have 
obtaineil  the  leayes  or  flowers,  the  tree  itself  must  have  been 
cut  down.    A  bounia|»  who  would  stay  here,  notdays  or  weeks, 
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fali^ieat,  and  most  upright  stc^i^,  "witfitli&inoQtlttsy* 
riant  foliage,  and  wiui  ueir  braocbes  covered  with  fruit 
or  flowers.  It  seemed  impossible  sufficieiitly  to  admire 
tibem.  ,  Nor  was  I  less  delighted  with  the  infimte  varie^ 
of  cBmbing  planta  which  wound  about  ttie^e  superb 
trees  nearly  to  their  summit^  formmg  the  fioQ^t  natural 
garlands. 

.  Bountiful  nature,  who  hoe  far  exceeds  all  ideas  ever 
conceived  of  her  fertility,  of  the  brilliance  of  colouring 
and  beauty  of  form  among  her  productions,  of  her  de* 
lights  ana  riches,  has  animated  these  forests  with  an 
endless  variety  of  living  creatures.  Wild  beastSr  birds» 
kisects,  and  reptiles,  which  we  Europeans  seldom  see 
even  in  kige  collecdons  of  natural  histor}',  either  stuff* 
ed  or  pre&^ed  in  spirits,  are  here  presented  to  the  eye 
ait  every  moment .  in  living;  forms.  I  have  seen  on  one 
side  parrots  of  various  si2es  and  colours  flying  about 
with  loud  and  discordant  screams,  wtule ,  on  me  other 
tfie  largebeaked  toucan  ratnpha^taSf  unsuspicious  of  any 
treachery,  was  jcating  the  nruit  of.  a  neighbouring  tree 
wholly  unknown  to  me.  Deeper  in  the  forest^  I  heard 
the  cries  of  monkies,  and  at  my  feet  were  holes  of  the 
armadillo.  Here  a  brisk  butta%,  as  large  as  a  bird, 
fluttered  from  flpwer  to  flower :  there  a  lovely  colihri 
sucked  tlie  honey  from  the  odoriferous  blossoms.  The 
venomed  snake,  gliding  along  the  narrow  foot-way, 
terrifled  the  veanderer,  and  made  him  half  insensible  to 
the  heavenly  harmony  of  thousands  of  singing  birds, 
whose  notes  were  calculated  at  once  to  charm  the  ear, 
and  enliven  the  heart. 

Among  such  transporting  pictures,  which  seemed 
almost  like  the  illusions  of  a  dream,  did  we  one  day 
wander  till  we  came  to  the  ridge  of  a  steep  hill  compos* 
ed  of  a  moist  and  red  ai^illaceous  earth,  when  suddenly 

but  years,  and  go  upon  bis  excursions  with  an  axe  and  bUI, 
would  be  richly  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  many  new  geqera 
and  species  in  the  vegetable  kUi^oat. 

'  The  Translator  is  obliged  to  give  the  five  fatter  names  as 
they  stand  in  the  original,  not  being  iible  to  find- them  in  any 
dictionary,  so  as  to  insert  them  under  citbeir  the  English  or  ' 
tanical  names. 
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I  vms  siffprided  anew  by  sedoig  a  fine  and  extensive 
valley  sos&A  before  me.  We  now  exchanged  the  cool 
shade  of  die  forest  for  an  open  region^  where  we  were 
coostandy  exposed  to  the  burning  rays  of  the  sun.  A* 
long  this  we  had  proceeded  some  way,  when  we  found 
the  stomach  be^  to  be  very  importunate  for  a  share 
of  our  attention.  In  our  route  hitherto,  which  exceed* 
ed  a  German  mile,  we  had  met  with  only  a. single  mise- 
rable house ;  so  miserable  that  it  could  not  even  fumiA 
us  with  a  littfe  milk.  Farther  in  the  valley,  at  about  ten 
o'clock  in  die  momkig,  we  came  to  anodier  small  hut 
at  cottage.  It  was  not  provided  with  any  of  the  dain* 
des  of  an  European  kitchen,  but  we  found  an  excellent 
wattrr-melon,  wliich  the  good  people  gave  us  very  fi'eely^ 
diough  it  was  the  only  one  in  the  house.  They  besides 
set  before  us  a  gourd-shell  full  of  tapioca-meal.  The 
rest  of  our  repast  was  made  out  widi  bread  and  a  g^ass 
of  brandy,  both  of  which  we  had  providtotly  brought 
widius.  Our  hosts  would  not  accept  any  payment,  but 
we  presented  them  widi  some  bread,  which  seemed  very 
acceptable,  as  it  is  a  thing  the  common  people  of  this 
country  seldom  taste. 

Exceedin^y  refreshed,  we  proceeded  on  our  walk, 
pcnetratiDg  stul  farther  and  fartKer  into  the  valley.  Wc 
had  already  reached  the  bound  of  our  day's  excursion, 
the  river  Kibeirao,  when  my  conductor  desired  me  to 
take  off  my  boots  and  stockings,  and  follow  him. 
Though  tins  proposal  did  not  please  me  very  much, 
principally  because  I  had  the  idea  of  venomous  serpents 
fresh  m  my  mind,  yet  no  choice  was  left  me  but  to 
conmly  or  leave  my  curiosity  unsatisfied ;  for  the  only 
possible  means  of  penetrating  into  the  thickest  part  of 
the  forest  was  by  following  the  stream  in  its  course 
through  it.  The  boots  and  stockings  were  according- 
ly taken  off  and  left  upon  a  bush,  and  we  waded  along 
up  to  the  knees  in  the  crystalline  flood.  We  had  scarce- 
ly  proceeded  ten  steps,  when  we  were  surrounded  by  an 
indescribable  number  of  beautiful  butterflies,  and  my 
conductor  had  sufficient  employment  in  sticking  all 
that  1  caught.  As  it  was  not,  however,  our  purpose  to 
undertake  this  walk  merely  to  obtain  what  might  equaK 
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Ijr  imve  beea  prooused  u^ffn  the  attMoast^  nr  rodicr 

reserved  ourselves  for  the  more  import^t  objects  we  had 
in  view  ;  and,  like  the  huntsman,  who  watches  for  the 
game  in- the  snare,  waited  at  a  little  distance  from  each 
other ,  with  our  net  spiiead^  the  arrival  of  th^  more  rare 
and  costly  game  of  which  we  wei^  in  search.  It  was 
not  long  before  the  beautiful  adonis  and  epistrqphus  roe- 
beri  appeared.  The  first  rose.hi^h  into  the  air  with  a 
rapid  flight,  its  glittering  wings  shmin^  in  the  distance 
like  some  brilliant  ;inet4^:  the  second,  with  a  proud  and 
majestic.air,asif  mocking  the  ley ity  of  the  other,  bent 
its  slow  course  solemnly  .over  the  stream.  The  sun  fell 
with  almost  perpendicular  rays  upon  our  heads,  while 
our  feet  were  .one  moment  plunged  in  th(  cod  water 
of  the  river,  then  in  the  hot  puddles  of  the  surrounding 


^ 

M^ 


[y  conductor  being  better  accustomed  to  this  sort 
of  insect  huntipg  than  myself,  seemed  to  prosecute  it 
withoi^t  feeling  the  least  inconvenienoe  s  but  for  my 
part,  after  remaining  here  for  some  hours,  my  feet  from 
having  been  so  long  naked,  sometimes  in  the  cool  water, 
at  others  in  th/e  burning  puddles,  began  to  smart  and 
turn  red  as  if  they  had  b^  scalded,  nay,  even  to  swell. 
We  had  come  with  the  intention  of  staying  in  this  spot, 
so  rich  in  the  object3  we  sought,  till  the  following  day  ; 
but  this  idea  I  was  now  constrained  to  abandon,  lest  on 
ibG  following  day  I  should  not  be  able  to  stir.  We 
therefore  set  out  on  our  return,  and  notwithstanding  the 
constantly  increasing  swelling  of  my  feet,  reached  the 
dwelling  of  my  host  late  in  the  evening,  exceedingly 
fatigued,  but  richly  rewarded  in  the  number,  the  beau- 
ty, and  vsMriety  of  the  new  objects  we  i>roughtaway 
with  us.  Indeed,  I  had  good  reason  to  consider  this  as 
one  of  the  most  delightful  and  most  memorable  days  of 
my  stay  in  BraziU 

In  all  my  excursions,  I  found  the  people  of  the  coua- 
try  truly  hospitable  and  obliging.  Wherever  I  pre- 
sented myself,  the  family  were  eager  to  produce  all 
which  their  little  stores  could  furnish  to  satisfy  my  hun- 
ger. Sometimes  I  procured  a  fowl,  some  eggs,  milk, 
fish,  or  bananas,  oranges,  and  water-melons  ;  at  other 


times  I  vs»  obliged  id  be  contemied  wit^  ttfHoca  qr  dri* 
ed  beans*  In  thelattcr  case,  however,  though  the  fare  wa^ 
not  sumptiioti3»  I  ibuqd  the  truth  of  the  old  saying,  th^t 
a  good  appetite  is  tbe  best  sauc^. 

As  in  tiua  acaaon  of  tl^  year  scaicdy  a  day  passes 
without  rata,  it  sotnesdmes  happened  that  I  was  obliged 
to  3edk  shelter  from  that  and  w  thunder  in  the  first  c€4* 
tage  I  could  find;  attd  bcisg  not  unfixsquently  W€;t 
:dirou^  before  I  could  reaeb  any  place  of  ^belter,  the 
good  peopksiirays  pressed.  mc,unsisked  on  my  part, 
40  acQ^t  dcy  linen,  and  weie  i^siduoua  .in  wipjii^  and 
iv^sMng  wf  part  of  my  dress  that  had  been  dirtied. 
Ifoccaw3iiany  Icoold  not readi the ^p,  or  my  dwdO^ 
ingintheto«n{i,,befiiDen^ht,they  mtt  always  i^sady- 
togive  mie  a  iiight^  k/^^n^  such  as  thqr  situi^oa 
would  ^ficnd ;  and  if  it  gemrally  wais  but  ordiiwy,  ii 
was  dways  qjeao.  The  .bed  wns  eommonfar  nqthing 
mofe  4Mv\9iie  or  two  thin  i9txa>w  nM$  ^proid  upon  ^ 
ff0an6. 1  bgtdwcie  yttm  iyiwa:^iijoleaii  sheets  and  a  aoft 
piUaw:  aj^  Q(>ttoii  A9vei»qg  compMed  ^funu* 
jtuee.  Koweioer  hard  and  jinoonvjcnwot/such  m  bed  ap» 
,peafed.at  &9II,  J  joon  mi^  aocMii^iapd  to  It,  and  kaoit 
an  uaefid  Jeaaop^bow lUtde  Is  wcm^wy.^to  aili^  the 
real  wants^inaiit aod  how icpd^  hp is  made  b 
degree  of  what  we  catt  ciujdviitiqn,    . 

Tbeai^peatr^  iwt&:tha>oeKveforAf?5bad,  nyr^^ikr 
ones,«re.spi^/atdioneriby.w3^oCitaJ^  dieyiaieoQ- 
vered  with  adodt*  The  wtrnk^milf  lladowo  rpuml 
.die  mat,  die  tnenatrcfcbediti^Il  kQ|^^l^^  of^e 
arm^aiMepillQw;  bu^  ibe  womep,  after  the  on^n- 
tal Cation,. widi tbdrifeet cjeosaedone  ov^ the otber, in 
4he  way  Ibat  tailors  sit .  among  us.*  Tjie  use  of  phairs 
is  almost  as  little  known  in  the  country  aa  that  of  taUea. 

I  have  already  .mentMDKd  %hfi  tapiooa.  cr  tnandioca 
loot^  which  the  common  peoples  use  jinstes^d  of  bread, 
and  will  here  the^rdbra  ocify  meation  jb^  mannq:  i(t 
which  itiseatrn.  The  ah^  of  a  small  gourd  cut  ki 
hahres  and  dried,  full  of  ^is  tapipca-meal,  is  brougitt: 
upon  tbe  table,  with  aome  wooden  sppoosi  while,  by 
way  of  breads  some  of  die  dried  toot  is  eaten  with  it,  ojr 
periiapanuMd  into  the  diab.    Each  person  dips  Jtus 
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Spoon  m,  and  eats  as  Aiuch  as  lie  tflces.  I  ivasexcc$ed> 
ingly  struck  mtfa  seeing  a  ladjr  of  con^uenoe  atNos- 
sa  Senhord  do  Dcsterro  take  some  of  Ais  tafooca'^meal 
at  dinner,  and  aft^  mixing  it  widi  her  other  food,  eat 
themixture  Vitii  her  fiiig€fs,  witfMiut  seeming  to  think 
^d»t  she  had  done  any  tbiiig  knpniper  or  ufibecomifig. 
In  consequence  of  tHis  cu!ttom'  cS  eating  witb  the  fin* 
•gers,  it  is  a  oolistant  practkx^  to  bring  nioiter  to  wash  the 
handsand  mouth  at  the  conchsssoft  of  dinner.  This 
is  done  even  h  thr  poorest  and  ttieanest  houses )  and 
-equsdly,  when,  idstoidof  eatmg  with  the  fingers,  noth- 
ing: but  die  sj^n*  has  been  used  during  the  whole 
fneal;  '    •     -'         •'        »  • 

.  The  hotises  of  the  hmd  cul^uaforb  are  stnaH^  but 
-con^v^hien^*  and  generaBf  {daeed  in  fiile 'skoaHons^ 
iThefMertor-usual^  teotf^its  of  a  sitting  rbmn^  one  or 
:iWo  diaitobierd,  aiM  a  kitc^ien.  The  latter^  is  somedmes 
'in  a  separate  iMiilding  wi&a  chbmter  over'ity  Uppropri** 
atedU)  the< negro «)ave6.  AtiiMg  the  xiebea  tuhiva* 
* tots,^  tito  pHrieipiit  rOoM  has  'a^fadarded  %6c^  iMit  #)fe  is 
^ot  Ae  i'i^m^  i^idi  the'  fwiir^  -  ^W  avtf  ooveied  •  witk 
HilesVlte  greats  >pait  are^nlyi  <f)iatcheiS,  as  ii  were, 
Hvith  pato-teavesi  ^m  a  %otk  of  pedm  pft)bieit%  not  3pet 
icnowti.  to^s;-  •Vitti^;  to  aA)oi)gtEurdpeatis»  tliere 
are  few,  or  radier  nonm  The  hdisissafdaeatwed  sing» 
"if  oVdrfhe^duijIr^,  SRitn^^  scmieata  l£»s 

Htis^ncefrom-eadi'  odief.  Every >  land  iifxiprietor  has 
ihi^  possessbris  iimi^iatelr  toM^  his  Clae.  Most 
^  tbe  d(<«Uiiifgs*lfe  hearfhefiea'iK)ast,  and  an^surro^md^ 
^  widi  orange^ttMS,  tofte,*  b4naffa,  sx^iMk&A  plMts. 
In  the  nei^boxirhdod^of'«ach'houae  is cottimonly  io  be 
fl^  a  ciystal  *iouniam  tutder  the  shade  of  an  oranges 
tree»  *•  -  •   *       * . 

The  lilde  boate  hcdlowed  frbmthe  trunk  of  a  Isifigle 
tre«,  which  are^sed  bj^the  inhatMCMts for  fishing,  and 
for  their  mtercourae  wmi  ihe  continent,  are  commonly 
from  twenty-four  to  thirty- two  feet  long,  and  about  three 
feet  brdad.  They  Ik  along  the  shore,  not  shut  up  or 
Watdied,  0fiif  drawn' under  a  sCNrt  of  shed,  to  keeptnem 
from  the  rain  and  the  burning  sun.  Every  where  I  ob« 
served  amoAg^  die  peopte  ^mpUchy,  cdnftdenpef  and 


3XAtr   AT   SANTA    CATRARXNA*  67 

ho^Hta&tf .  They  areseldom  devoted  td  one  particu- 
lar bnmch  of  mechanical  occupation,  but,  as  true  cos« 
inopolites,  understand  a  little  of  all,  ^d  each  one  prac- 
tises'the  diflfereot  mechanical  arts  for  himself  as  tar  as 
he  has  occasion  for  them.  H^  is  his  own  butcher,  car<^ 
penter,  jotno-,  tailor,  fisherman,  huntsman,  &c«  &c. ; 
many  are,  among  other  things,  weavers. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  arts,  knowledge,  and  the 
public  iq3titutions,  not  much  is  to  be  expected.  The 
tools  for  mechanical  works,  the  implements  of  husban* 
dr}>  the  household  furniture  and  utensils,  are  poor  and 
inconvenient.  Possibly  tlie  government  may  intention* 
ally  prevent  th^  people  becoming  much  enlightened, 
kst  they  should  in  the  end  grow  too  well  aware  of  their 
own  power,  3nd  bidding  defiance  to  the  little  kingdom 
of  Portugal,  S)hake  off-  their  yoke  entirely. 

If  any  individual  oi  greater  activity  and  ingenuity 
than  the  rest  endeavours  to  distinguish  himself  by  the 
introduction  of  new  objects  oi  industry  and  wealtht 
Instead  of  being  supported  by  the  higher  powers,  he 
givvays  finds  them  ihrowing  obstacles  in  his  way.  Such 
was  particularly  the  case  with  a  man,  who  sometinoe 
since  endeavoured  to  establish  a  manufactory  of  indigo, 
and  for  this  purpose  had  procured  a  quantity  of  the 
plants  ;  but  for  want  of  support  from  the  government, 
he  was  obliged,  in  the  end,  to  abandon  the  scheme.  The 
manner  of  making  brandy,  and  the  apparatuses  for  dis» 
tilling,  must  be  very  imperfect  The  latter  I*  did  not 
s^,  but  I  judge  firom  the  very  indifferent  quality  of  the 
rum*  X  do  not  know  that  the  islanders  ever  attempt 
making  arrack  fi-om  their  rice,  but  it  is  certain  that 
they  might  have  both  rum  and  arrack  of  a  very  superior 
quality,  and  in  abundance,  for  exportation.  Instead  of 
tliis,  brandy  is  even  brought  hither  from  Lisbon,  and 
under  the  name  of  aqua  ardentedo  reino^  sold  very  dear. 

For  sepairating  the  cotton  wool  from.the  seeds,  a  ve» 
ry  iivxmvcauent  machine  is  used,  consisting  of  two  cy- 
linders wcHking  against  each  other,  and  which  require 
two  people  every  time  to  move  them.  The  looms  for 
u  caving  are  quite  in  their  infancy,  and  the  mills  are  ve- 
ry defeqtive.    Yet  among  so  many  itidifferent  objects^ 


s.^ 
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I  musit  not  ondt  to  dbJserv^,  <fmt  I  flaw  some  cfxeiiKM 
pottery  mannfactored  dt  Nossa  Senhora  do  Desterro. 
A  fine  red  and  black  argiBMeods  eartfi,  bo^of  wincfit 
dbound  in  the  coantry,  are  used  for  diis  manufiu^ory^ 
and  the  difiereht  ^ticl^  sire  so  well  made  diat  they  ait 
even  exported  to  Rib  Janeiro,  and  ftio  Grande.  There 
is  also  a  very  good  tile  manufkctory.  Concerning  the 
sugar-boiUng  icouU  not  obt^  any  particular  faifortna^ 
tion. 

The  whale-fishery,  however;  and  die  manufactory  of 
train-oil,  in  this  government,  deserve  to  be  especially 
Aientioned.  This  branch  of  industry  was  formerty 
carried  on  by  a  company  to  whom  it  was  farmed  out, 
and  was  vtry  profitable;  but  far  some  years  past  the 
^ministration  have  taken  it  into  dieir  own  hands^  Per- 
haps the  farmers,  from  die  diminution  in  die  nuntt)er 
of  fish  taken  every  year,  found  it,  latterly,  not  a  stiffi- 
ciendj^  advantageous  speculatidn;  or  more  probably 
the  government,  by  restraining  die  fiiUiery,  hoped  tQ 
increase  their  gains.  Be  dus  as  it  may,  thfe  wheui-fi^- 
ery,  even  as  it  is  now  carried  on;  and  the  mmu&ckarf 
of  train-oil,  form  a  y^  con^derable  branch  oiF  die  ha« 
tional  industry,  and  support  some  thousEands  of  souls, 
particularly  the  negro  daves* 

The  regulations  for  die  fisdieries  are  as  foHows.  That 

Vffla  Nova  has  its  warehouses  in  die  pmA  of  V3« 
la-Nova ;  duit  of  the  island  hks  its  warehduses  <m  die' 
south-ea'st  side  of  Santa  CadiSiina ;  tikat  of  die  Enira^ 
da  has  the  warehouses  at  die  northern  entrance  of  the 
Suiiit,  and  that  of  Rio  do  Gravato,  has  wakbouse^ 
iipon  the  same  river.  The  wai^houses  of  die  Entrada, 
at  the  nordi-West  ipmA  of  die  itiand,  bemg  the  nearest 
to  us,  I  took  &n  opportunity  of  visiting  theth,  accohi- 
panit  d  by  some  ottiers  of  our  party.  In  die  last  winter, 
that  of  1803,  no  more  than  ten  of  di6  spefmaCcti 
whales,  physet^r  macrocephabs^  were  csmgfat :  titidthe 
overteer  assured  me  that  Ah  wad  die  otiff  sort  of  l^lidle 
iever  tdken  here.  The  largest,  iccoMing  to  His  account, 
do  not  exceed  thirty-five  feet  in  lengdi ;  the  generality 
run  about  twenty-four  feet. 

The  fishery  is  extremely  i^l  rrgufated.     Two  or 


tiirt^b^ifsee^odf  m  Ihe  mortiiftg,  aodfefuf^  back  in  the 
evening.  They  never  ran  faftber  than  the  islund  of 
Atvotedo.  The  whales  sometimes  come  even  into  the 
Strait.  At  die  commencement  of  this  institution^  four 
hund^  fish  were  not  unfitquentty  taken  in  a  winter. 
The  gteatest  tiumber  fever  known  to  have  been  caught 
in  one  season  was  five  hundreds  When  we  consider 
the  prodnce  of  sb  large  a  mimb^,  sdme  idea  may 
easSy  be  formed  of  die  quantity  of  vessels,  of  furnaces, 
and  odier  things  necessary  for  the  manufactory,  that 
roust  h^e  been  provided  here.  Tht  profits  of  a  tna- 
nufiKstory^  vAmAi  had  taken  five  hundred  whaks,  mighf 
be  esdmaled  at  three  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand 
rix-dolDttrst  clear  gain.  The  quantity  of  fish  taken^ 
hoU/eVer^  »nd  conaeqoently  the  profits,  decrease  every 
year.  This  has  been  niore  especially  the  case  since  the 
English,  and  die  speculative  heads  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  hafve  begun  to  pursue  the  fishery  in  these 
partd,  pdrdcubrly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Falkland's 
Islands.  But  perhaps  the  principal  reason  for  the  de« 
crease  of  the  whale-fishery  isj  the  government  having 
taken  it  into  dieir  hands.  Every  one  know6  with  how 
much  assiduity  individuals  will  s^k  their  own  emolu* 
ment,  and  with  What  negligence  the  very  same  objects 
are  pursued  if  the  direction  of  them,  in  bdialf  of  the 
public,  be  coiisigned  to  men  who  have  no  eventual  in* 
teiest  in  the  edncem  but  being  well  paid,  think  much 
more  dkxmt  receiviiTg  their  stipends  than  of  advancing 
the  prosperity  of  the  undertaking.  Besides  the  Ware, 
houses  above-md)tioned,  there  are  others  cm  the  more 
soodiem  parts  of  the  coast  of  Brazil,  about  Rio  Qrande^ 
but  d!ie  immbet  of  them  I  could  not  exacdy  ascer- 
tain. 

If  I  oidy  subjoin  a  few  c wsory  medioal  observations, 
it  mnuitbe  understood  diat  I  do  not  offer  my  remarks  in 
getieral  as  any  tUi^  inofe  dian  cursory  and  detached 
ones.  No  person  oi  candour  and  judgment  can  expect 
a  circumstantial  history  of  diseases  firom  a  stranger  who 
resides  a  few  days^  or  per]iaps  weeks,  in  a  place,  and 
who  can  therefore  never  obtain  more  than  a  superficial 
knowkdgeof  the  climate^  the  domestic  economy  of  the 


inhdntaittSy  tbdr  customs  and  mode^^of  life;  lA  <rf 
whioh  have  so  essential  jin  infliijenoe  on  the  constttution^ 
land  of  course  on  the  maladies  to  which  die  human 
^me  is  subjected ;  M^ho  besides,  perhaps,  cannot  gajii 
die  confidence  of  ihc  inhabitants,  ao  far  as  that  they  will 
communicate  freely  widi  him ;  nagr*  who  cannot  even 
be  suse  that  they  will  not  studiously  conceal  many  cir- 
cumstances, or.  represent  them  under  false  colours,  I 
diall  confine  myself,  therefore,  to  staUng  the  few  follow* 
ing  facts. 

The  medical  oracle  of  the  island,  and  indeed  of  the 
whole  government,  is  an  army  suigecm,  who  lives  at 
Nossa  Senhora  do  Desterro,  and  who  has  the  auperin^ 
tendance  of  two  bo^itals,  a  gentral  and  a  military  one. 
Though  these  hos|HtaIs  aie  well  ^ualed,  and  a{^)ear 
tolerably  spacious,  yet  if,  unfortunately,  putrid  fevers  or 
other  malignant  diseases  break  out  in  them,  it  havens, 
as  in  moat  £urq>ean  hospitals,  that  too  many  of  thq 
sick  are  crowded  together,  so  as  to  endanger  thein* 
creasing,  rather  than  lessening  the  ravages  of  the  disease*. 
In  a  gallery  of  the  military  hospital^  which  is  scarcely. 
hffjc  enough  for  fifty  bods,  I  saw  e^hty  csamitied  tqge* 
ther.  I  cannot  f(^b^  observing,  beaide8»  that  tfaie 
great  cleanliness  which  I  had  in  ^i^ral  remarked  and 
admired,  all  over  the  island,  failed  very  much  here, 
where  it  was  pardculariy  deairablew  Though  diis  pv(K 
vince  is  generally  conddered  as  extremely  healthy,  yet 
some  years  btfoct  a  ccmt^ous  disorder  pievailed,  to 
which  several  thousand  persons  fell  victims.  Accord* 
ing  to  the  beat  information  I  could  collect  upon  the 
subject;,  it  seems  to  haye  been  a  dyseQilery,  aocompanied 
with  putrid  fever.  Notwithstanding  that  die  loss  *  of 
several  thousand  lives,  in  a  colony  so  thinly  peo|ded, 
is' irreparable,  it  was  not  sufficieiu  to  rouse  thie  sqpathy 
of  the  Portuguese  government,  and  induce  ibiaa  to 
establish  in  the  island  persons  properly  instructed  and 
experienced  in  the  medical  art. 

The  only  remedies  administered  by  the  pracdtioners 
here,  are  cathartics,  emetics,  and  phlebotomy.  The 
common  people  have  a  number  of  domestic  remedies, 
which  are  scarcely  less  pernicious  than  bad  medical  ad- 
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viGt*    TnNossa  Senhora  do  Desterro  are  three  houses 
which  bear  the  title  of  apothecaries'  shops.     The  own- 
ers of  diem  wofess  to  'have  a  large  stock  of  medical 
drugs,  but  the  £act  is,  thatth^  have  not  even  the  medi- 
cines produced  by  their  own  countrj\    One  might  ask 
In  vain  for  some  ounces  of  copaiva  balsam,  or  ricinusoL 
The  small-pox  is  a  veiy  dreadful  and  dangerous  disease, 
particularly  among  the  negro  slaves.     When  it  breaks 
cut,  it  commonly  costs  the  lives  of  thousands.     Inocu- 
latioD  is  a  thing  of  which  the  people  here  have  no  idea ; 
and  that  most  precious  gift  oif  heaven,  the  vaccine  inocu- 
latioQ^  is  hardly  known  even  by  name.    Cutaneous 
diseasesape  very  frequent  in  this  country,  as  in  all  equal- 
ly hot,  fAd  a}^)ear  under  various  forms  and  modiiica'- 
tions.    The  itehi  and  other  eruptions  of  tne  skin^  are  to 
be  seen  in  the  most  distinguished  families,  and  among 
the  poor  there  k  scarcdy  a  house  finee  from  them*  They 
do  D0t  seem,  howev)er,  to  be  communicated  by  the 
touch,  as  do  aifection  was  ever  taken  by  any  g(  our 
ship's  company.  The  sypliillitic  virus  is  but  too  widely 
spread,  owing  to  eircumstaitces  which  may  be  consjk 
der^  as  tnvariabli)r  attendant  upon  a  warm  dimate*  • 

A  very  c^ommoti  evil  here  is  the  sores  Aat  arise  from 
the  pu/ex  penetrwi^^  or  sandfiea^  .as  it  is  called.  This 
'tis,  SL  smalt  insect,  whidv  burrows  into  the  skin  of  persons 
going  barefooted,  and  announces  itself  by  occasioning 
an  itdtdng  and  smarting  j^ensattoD.  If  the  sting  be  not 
early  attended  to,'and  the  annual  taken: oiit,  it  avUI  make 
its  way  even  into  the  flesh,  and  occasion  swelling  and 
sor^  very  difficult  to  be  healed.  The<  slaves,  who  al- 
ways go  bare-footed  td  their  ^Id-work,  are  partunikurly 
subject  to  this  jnconyenience. «  Itvwas  experienced  by 
most  of  our  parfy,  who  Hvem  about  in  thin  silk  stockings, 
<^  even  without  any  covering  upon  >  their  Teet.  With 
two  of  them,  the  itching  and  smarting  continued  for  six 
weeks,  long  after  we  had  quitted  Brazil,,  when  we 
had  even  doubled  Cape  Horn.  If,  however j  as  soon  as 
the  itchiiig.  is  fidt^  pec^le  are  careful  to  extract  the  ani- 
mal in  the  same  manner  that  they  wouki  a  thorn  or 
^limer  of  wood,  no  itt  effects  will  arise ;  if  left,  a  large 
Uoiily' may  soon  be  expected*  ..- 


It  18  ex^raocdhMy ,  ^lat  tnosi  of  te  nti)^  women 
bere  have  very  bad  teeth,  akhou^diose  who  we  bom 
of  Poituffuese  pttnents  are  disdoguasbed  for  benatifiil 
ones.  ]«Wiy  young  gals,  Qot  inoie  than  fi^^ 
leen  years  (M,  may  be  seen  with  one  <»  nnoie  of  their 
kont  teeth  entirdy  gone*  Mav  not  tfiia  offset  be  pro- 
duced by  the  tapi^nmeal,  waieh  Qonatitiites  soesieil* 
tidl  a  part  of  their  fiood?  As  a  remedy  agaio^  head^ 
ache,  It  is  comoaon  to  rab  the  fovefaead  and  temple  over 
.widia  red  earth  mixed  whh  water.  The  comtt^oauGG 
of  the  negroes,  painted  in  thia  way,  as  i  have  (tflon 
aeen  diem,  have  a  truly  smgulor  aaid  cotnic  ^aj^pearaioe. 

In  a  country  whore*  cxperjcneed  physidttoa  aie  not 
4o  be  found,  itia  little  to  be  e&po^ad  dmt  nudwifery 
should  be  pi^ctised  by  instrodod  peiMns.  The  pm> 
titioners  in  this  department  of  seieoQe  see  old  WHPMi, 
who  haw  ^had  mai^  diiidien^tbeaMdwa,  and  dnvs  from 
experienitae  have  acc|uiied  a  ocxt  of  substitule  fiar^know- 
1e^»  vAccofding  to  the  account  given  me  by  maiqr 
diwrent  peraoos,  unnatufal  labours  .aie  not  1]^  any 
means  uncommon,  and  mai^r  nmnen  lose  ibeir.  lives  in 
consequence  of  them.  Far  move  instance^  of  the  kind 
oecur  hcfe  than  is  uand;  in  wanH'  cKamtw,  The  \wo- 
men  in  tibb  countr}r,.as.wett  as  in  Spain  and  Po^u^al^ 
are  extrcniefy  fiiiiiful,  nor  ia  it  ubusttid  to  fimi  J^^ 
of  fifiecxi  or  even  twenty  ohtidrai.  AU  ^  sboeela  and 
Msdaare  full  of  ddMnia,  and  ttis  w<dl  biiav^ 
populaiaon  of  Baastt  Jnawnra  laindly.  When  we  jne- 
Beet  hoMr  abundant^  4ie  pp(^  of  die  coui^  arefro- 
videdwidi  the  means  of  suppoiting  Ibeir  ^liUnsn*  wd 
thatwith  yeiy>liltlelabmur,.At.wBloqtim)esr  swpi^^ 
that  theiannBes  are  30  jDiMnerw&    ThcichiioftnaEe 

^fed  in  ifaeir  infiocy  vfliy  BQ»idb  md^  tM^^  Many 
4nGther$  endeavour  40  retain  their  miilc,  ana  suckle  dieir 
in&nts  as  kng  as  possible.  Children  evep  of  dvw  qr 
ibur  years  oU  may  occaskmaUy  be  seen  at  die  farauft* 
Thb  18  doK,  accocdiBg  to  the  oon&tttoi  of  tbe^f^^ 
themselves,  to  delay  as  long  as  .possible  any  fertfaer  in- 
crease.of  their  feipiily. 

The  natural  history  .of  die  oonntryi  amooding  to  the 
plan  I  bavefoltowed^iaaoJatsrwoMnjiiiditbeaMQ^ 
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ofiqrirsvcb,  that  Iitdenx)re  remains  to  be  said  except 
to  ^t^io  a  few  observations,  which  I  trust  will  be 
foaad  of  gipieral  interest. 

Ho/mv&r  charming  the  forests  ^pear, .  however  de- 
Kgtofoi  the  oountyy,  yet  there  are  a  oumber  of  venoms 
oils  reptiles^  which  occasion  the  walking  about  not  to 
beentoelf  ireefrom  danger.    Of  these,  die  most  nox- 
bus  aie  the  e^bAer  coralknus,  or  coral  snake,  and  the 
xtramceaJ^    The  coral  snake  is  the  most  poisonous  olt 
^.    The  inhabitants  caanot  speak  of  the  bke  without 
temar,  as  certain  de^h.    This  serpent   moves  very 
slowly,  somewhat  in  the  manner  of  our  mgt4s  /rogiUsj 
or  bhadwomu    In  the  open  fieM,  or  upon  the  sea** 
sboie,  it  nay  easiiy  be  avoided  or  killed*     1  have  several 
times  killed  them  mvsel£  >.  Thqr  endeavour  to  avoid 
man  when  tbey  see  him  ap(Ht>aclL     The  great  danger 
of  being  bitten  by  tbens  is  in  going  barefomed  into  the 
thidifotesis,  when  they  may  be  conoealed  among  the 
leaves,  and  a  peiMn  may  tread  upon  one  unwarily. 
The  cousequBcnces  of  the  bite  are  a  sudden  swelling  of 
die  whole  body,  and  a  rushing  of  Uood  from  the  nosf , 
eara,  eyes,  and  ends  of  the  fingers.    They  are  seldom 
Riiore  than  an  ell  and  a  half  long.f    The  xirioaeea  is 
alsaextremdy  veiidmousy  and  many  pensonshave  died 
of  the  bsfie  ;  but  it  is  not  ccHisidered  as  such  certain 
de^  as  that  of  the  coral  snake.     This  snake  is  some- 
times between  two  and  three  ells  long.     When  1  inquir- 
ed whether  there  was  no  counter- poison  against  the  bite 
of  thes^  serpents,  I  was  answered  that  th^  were  many 
persons  who  could  pronounce  a  bkssmgy  and  that  this 
was  the  best  remedy.     Reasonable  people  have,  how- 
ever, fioand  burning  the  wound  of  great  utility. 

*  The  Translator  has  not  been  able  to  procure  anjr  explana- 
tion of  this  Portuguese  name  for  the  serpent  here  mentioned, 
aind  is  therefore  obliged  to  ciill  it  only  by  the  name  given  in  the 
orij^^faial.  .  ' 

t  It  is  to  be  presMflied,  that  bv  this  measurels  meanttbe  Flem* 
ivh  e]l|  which  \%  three  quarters  (S  an  English  yard,  or  two  feet  three 
iiiches.  In  Nemnich*s  Dictionary  of  Natural  Histoiy,  the 
cotubrf  corallinus  is  mentioned  as  more  than  three  feet  long, 
which  coi*res|K>mf8  #ith  the  measure  g;iven  by  tht  author,  tak- 
ing it  ft»rthe  Fleiiii8heU.«^TJiAH«LAT0A. 

K 
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Often  in  the  eveimig,  particularly  in  -  kmr  mmskf 
grounds,  the  akr  wiU  b^  filled  iapboes,  for  a  cirde  oif 
twelve  or  fifteen  paces,  with  a  smell  exactly  like  that  of 
xnu^^k.  This  I  liad  several  times  remarked,  and  was 
anxious  to  investigate  the  cause  of  it«>  The  umversal 
popular  opinion  is,  that  it  arises  ^m  ^  xkaracea.  I 
must  leave  it  to.future  travellers  to  delenrnoe  whelhte 
this  be  in  any,  and  in  what  degree,  tnie«  It  is  poss^le 
that  nature,  by  occasioiii]:^  the  animal  to  emit  such  a 
smell,  means  to  warn  man  against  the  approach  of  a 
formidable  enemy,  as  by  the  rattle  it  wacas  him  agwist 
the  most  poisonous  of  all  serpent  I  must  however, 
observe,  that  I  have  my^self  killed .  and  skisQedmaoy, 
and  never  percdi^ed  any  thing  oi,  the  pu^ogent  odour 
which  I  had  often  experienced  in  *my  evening  walks  in 
thefields*  *  If  it  did  indeed  proaeed  from  the  animal,  I 
know  not  why  it  should  be  exhaled  in  the  evening  oi^, 
and  not  at  «ny  other  time.  In  my  opinion,  the  oc^in 
of  the  smell  is  to  be  8oit|^t  ia  some  cavee  different 
firom  the  vicinity  of  the  xiraracca. 

The  bindkspider,  aranca  imcuiariSf  is  very  common. 
I'his  name  was  given  to  it  because  it  has  been  saJMldut 
it  eats  the  humming-birds;  but  tlie  notion  appears 
wholly  unfounded.  Thb  spider  does  not  make  any 
web;  it  lives  in  holes  under  ground,  whidi  it  only  leaves 
in  very  warm  sunshine,  ai^  never  goes  many  paces 
fix)mthem.  It  moves  almost  Ukea  crab,  and  theooc 
has  the  Portuguese  name  cormguexeinij  or  crab-^oder. 
1  myself  caught  three,  and  fourteen  other  specimens 
were  brought  to  me,  so  that  I  had  sufficient  opportmu^ 
ties  of  making  myself  acquainted  with  tlieir  structure, 
and  judging  therefore  scmiewhat  of  tbasr  habits  and  the 
nature  of  their  food.  If  I  asked  the  people  of  Ibe  country 
\Vliedier  these  spiders  ever  eat  the  colibris,  they  answer- 
ed me  in  the  mgative  with  a  smile,  assuring  me  that 
they  feed  upon  nothing  but  insects,  such  as  mes,  ants, 
bees,  wasps,  beetles,  and  the  like,  and  this  assurance 
was  confirmed  by  my  own  investigations.  The  struc* 
turc  of  the  mouth  is  sufficient  to  decide  that  the  idea 
can  be  only  a  popular  prejudice,  as  it  is  calculated 
iTiercly  fi^^  .suction,  so  th^  at  tlie  .utmost  it  could  only 
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the  btood  of  ^  little  creature.  The  cofibris 
faorer  about  fitim  &in^er  to  flower.  How  should  they, 
ihocfcie,  ever  come  io  contact  with  a  spider  that  only 
crawls  upon  the  ground  ?  the  latter  is»  besides,  very. 
dow  in  its  OKyvemtnte,  and  tipon  this  principle  alone 
could  never  overtake  the  brisk  and  active  colibri.  It  is : 
diffieult  to  conceive  how  the  idea  was  ever  enttrtatned 
of  friving  dHs^amnal  a  bird  as  its  principal  food.  The 
iHte  is  not  mortal,  or  even  dangerous,  but  will  oceasioii 
coKidaable  smart.  The  hair,  with  which  the  body  is. 
CBtitdjr  caveved^  by  merely  touching  the  skin  creates  a 
painlttl  smarting  aod  itching,  as  I  morethan  oncSe  ex* 
periefiecd  in  aofy  touching,  hi  order  to  preserve  them« 
The  ereatme  appears  to  have  very  little  strength  in  his- 
nmscks  to  defend  himself  against  an  enemy.  >  This 
^ider,  as  wdl  as  .many  other  insects  and  iplants,  b  not 
to  be  femid  in  the  island  of  Santa  Catharina,  but  a« 
bounds  upon  the  continent,  particularly  in  a  district 
called  OsAmreins^  where  a  great  deal  of  Turkish  corn 
isgrown. 

At  die  beginnii^  of  snmmer,  only  a  few,  small  but- 
taffies  of  several  sorts  appeir.  The  largest  and  moai 
betrntifol  do  not  come  out  tiM  the  ga^at  lieat  of  summer 
I3  drer.  Although  I  was  extremely  satbfied  with  the 
coHe^on  I  made  here,  my  Portuguese  friend,  Senhor 
OdddrD,  assured  me,  that  all  these  were  nothing  hi 
oompaciaon  with  the  beauty  of  several  species  that  ap- 
pear in  the  moodiS'  of  February  and  March  ;  and,  in- 
deed, the  latler  days  of  our  stay  were  those  in  which  I 
made  the  most  iniei^esting  captures.  'I  observed,  that 
in  their  nature  and  habits,  these  superb  creatures  differ- 
ed in  many  respects  as  much  fi-om  their  brethren  in 
JBurope  as  in  thnm  exterior.  They  raise  themselves 
wMi  a  tight  and  rajHd  flight  into  the  air,  and  hover  about 
tbe  blossoms  of  mty  trees.  They  are  shy  and  restless, 
and  settle  so  seldom  upon  the  flowers,  that  they  must  in 
general  be  caug^  in  their  flight  An  amateur  w  ho 
uses  bene  only  the  fiap$  which  he  employs  in  Europe, 
would  return  home  very  little  satisfied  with  the  pro- 
duce of^  labours.  Large  nets  are  necessary,  fastened 
to  a  long  and  tight  cane-staff*    I  recollected  4>n  this  oc- 


• 


76  STAT   Ar  SANTA    CAtHARIKA* 

dasion,  a  net'  for  catching  batterflies,  which  I  had  seen 
some  years  b'eFore,  at  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Latham,  in 
London,  and  had  a  similar  one  made  immediately, 
which  was  6f  very  great  use  to  me.  I  observed  with 
t^  utmost  astonishment,  in  my  excursions,  a  particu- 
lar species,  februa  hoffinctfiseggi^  which,  when  it  flew 
away  from  a  tree,  or  when  flying  with  the  female,  made 
a  very  clear  and  distinct  noise  like  a-  rattle,  probably 
with  its  wings*  This  species  lives  iti  thick  orange 
groves,  settling  upon  the  stem,  with  ks  wings  spread 

-  out,  and  from  being  very  much  the  colour  of  the  tree, 
it  is  difficult  to  be  discerned  ;  but  when  any  one  ap- 
''proaches,  it  flies  away  with  the  nttling  noise  above  de^ 
scribed^  I'he  ctrchidamas  is  a  butterfly  which  ^mits  a 
soft  and  not  oppressive  smell  of  musk  :  it  lives  upon 

*  flowers,  and  flies  very  quick  and  high. 

Another  phcenomenotv  I  observtd'  was,  that  a  but* 
ferfly,  which  I  took  to  be  the  cati&na  crimeriy  through 
a  very  remarkable  opening  in  the  breast-plate  emitted  a 
great  quantity  of  a  sort  of  froth  ;  this  seemed  em]^oyed 
as  a  means  of  defence  against  its  enemy,  and  resembled, 
in  some  sort,  that  emitted  by  the  catei|)illar  d*  the  mac* 
kaon.  Several  species  of  the  yellow  diurnal  butterAy^ 
which  are  here  among  the  most  common  sorts,  live  in 

'  societies,  and  are  seen  in  flocks  of  hundreds,  nay  thon- 
sands,  together.  Among  these,  the  phttea^  the  tfite^  tfie 
alcmetfnej  the  sermae^  the  etAuhis^  and  the  arganien  may 
be  particularized.  l*heir  favourite  abode  is  in  low, 
sandy,  and  sotnetimes  moist  districts,  near  rivers  or 
brooks,  where  they  ofte^  settle  in  larg^  flocks  together 
tipon  the  sand.  When  one  of ttese  butterflies  is  caught^ 
if  he  be  only  stuck  with  a  pin  t»  tile  grounds  he  is  sore 
to  be  quickly  surrounded  by  a  number  of  his  species, 
and  forty  or  fifty  specimens  may  presently  be  acquired. 
Not  only  upon  the  land,  but  in  the  water,  tlie  inha- 

,  bitants  of  this  country  find  eneniies  utdcnown  to  us  in 
Europe.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Santa  Catharina,  and 
particularly  about  the  island  (^  Alvoredo,  and  other 
islands  in  the  same  cluster,  a  very  large  sbrt  of  sepia^ 
the  sep^a  6ctopusy  or  potvoy  is  found*  I  was'assureil 
that  these  creatures  son^etiines  grow  to  the  size  of  a 
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man,  and  are  very  dangerous,  since  they  will  twine 
their  suckers  round  a  person  bathing,  or  fishing,  in  such 
a  manner  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  free  (rom  them  : 
and  if  no  one  is  at  hand  to  assist  the  person  attacked  by 
cutting  the  animal  away,  death  is  inevitable.  I'hat  a 
very  large  sepia  may  in  this  way  become  dangerous. to 
a  man,  I  can  believe  ;  but  that  there  is  a  species  which 
will,  in  the  open  sea,  thus  twine  itself  round  a  large 
three-masted  vessel,' so  as  to  draw  k  under  the  water, 
does  not  come  within  the  compass  of  belief.* 

Very  few  fish  was  brought  to  market  during  otir  stay; 
The  principal  reason  w^as,  perhaps,  that  firom  the  burji- 
ing  heat  of  the  sun  it  was  liable  to  corrupt  very  soon* 
I  remarked  the  dcx'ade  coryphana  hippurus^  the  sheath 
fish  silurus  bagre^  the  scad  comber  trachurus^  the  cat* 
^shsqtiahis  jry^^^ma,  the  ^word- fish  triefmrus  lepturus^ 
the  pelamide  scomber  pelamys^  some  species  of  chato^ 
don^  of  tetraodoTij  of  sparus^  of  diodon,  and  several 
others  ;  a  catalogue  of  the  names  of  which  was  made 
by  Counselto  Tiksius. 

The  great  number  of  still  unknown  animals,  the  in* 
vestigation  of  their  habits  and  modes  of  life,  under  a 
heaven  so  remote  from-  our's  ;  the  infinite  riches  and 
variety  of  the  vegetable  kingdom,  would  furnish  em« 
pU^ment  for  hundreds  of  naturalists  during  a  long 
course  of  years.  Our  short  stay,  and  the  little  effectual 
support  which  Counselled  Tilesius  and  myself  found  in 
our  researches,  compelled  us  to  rest  satisfied  with  the 
little  knowledge  we  could  obtain  by  our  own  individual 
efforts. 

*  Uistotiro  NatarcUe  des  xnollusqucs,  par  Denys  Mootfort. 
Paris,  Au«  iO.    Le  poulpe  colossal. 
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CHAPTER  UL 


Departurefiam  BraziL'^Fa^age  rmmd  Cape  Uam.*^-^ 
Mailer  Islmd^-^rrimi  0i  JVukahtwOj  one  of  the 
fTasfmigian  Muids.—Jn^>re$siommtukai  cAe  Jinf 

:  Si^tf  the  Idrnd^-^-Fuif  from  the  JMfim. 

BY  ibe  end  of  teiuaryytbe  abqn  were  readjr  to  pro- 
ceed on  die  vofq;c  We  were  all  refiethed  widi  die 
laxurious  livbig  we  had  eqoyed  fiar  some  weeks.  The 
whole  crew  of  hodi  ships  wece  in  ezoellent  heddi,  and 
Captain  Von  Kniaeostiaii  had  laid  in  a  lacK  stock  of 
fiesh  provisions  of  various  kinds.  On  die  Irst  of  Fe- 
bruaryt  thetefixe,  an  oider  was  iasned  ifx  all  who  had 
resided  during  this  time  at  Noasa  Ski^Kfa  do  De^terro 
to  repair  on  board,  and  we  were  ofai^ed  to  qmt  one  of 
die  finest  and  ridieat  smts  upon  the  ^obe»  Thereopl. 
lecdonof  my  stay  in  Brazil  can  never  be  erasri  fitmr 
my  mempiyy  nor  can  I  ever  cec w  to  it  but  with  delight. 
On  the  second  of  February,  ^  governor,  who  had 
9hewn  usgreat  kindness  tttidattration  during  our  stay, 
came  on  bond  with  a  number  of  odier  personal  bodi 
aeses,  to  bid  us  adieu. 

The  captam  thought  it  right  to  hasten  oitf  dqsardne 
as  much  as  possible,  as  it  was  by  no  means  desiraUe  to 
sail  round  Cape  Horn  very  lace  in  the  season.  Tb^ 
frightful  pictures  given  by  Commodwe  Anson  of  the 
passage  round  diia  Cape  at  an  unfavourable  period,  and 
the  many  hardships  endured  by  Captains  Bligh,  Wil- 
son, and  others,  whose  descriptions  were  now  the  daily 
subjects  of  our  conversation,  rendered  us  all  equally  de- 
sirous that  no  unnecessary  ddays  should  be  made,  so  v$ 
to  endanger  our  experiencing  any  thmg  similar. 

Our  departure  had  been  fixed  for  the  third  of  Febru- 
ary ;  but  on  that  day  there  came  on  so  strong  a  gale  of 
wind,  that  9ur  captain  judged  it  prucfent  to  remain  in 
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Aelnvbour,  and  wiit  a  more  ftvoimifak  momait.  On 
die  fioNirth,  in  the  afieroooD,  the  wind  being  sufficiently 
^Mtedt  tibe  anchors  of  bc^h  Aipa  were  weighted,  and 
we  were  non  under  saU  widi  a  finesh  breeze  finom  the 
•oiidi.  Thb  day,  and  the  next,  the  weather  was  not 
very  fimmrable.  It  rained  almost  incessttidy;  but 
the  breeze  oontinoing,  we  were  soon  at  a  conuderable 
distance  fimn  the  coast  of  BrasiL  Ondie  sixth,  the 
wgather  chained ;  the  rain  ceased,  andwehada  brisk 
wind  from  tw  east,  which  carrml  ns  on  rapidly  in  a 
aontherty  direction t  so  dnt by Ibe ninthof  JFebniary 
wewereindielatitudeof  theRiode  hiPkta.  Herea 
small  vessel  in  die  horiMn,  to  dK  south-east,  attracted 
6ttratfeBBdoo;  but  aa  it  woidd  have  been  idle  to  waste 
dme  in  stfisfymg  our  curiosi^  with  regard  to  it,  we 
contented  oundves  widi  leavii^  it  to  pursue  its  course 

Skdy,  and  continued  to  pursue  cur's  with  great  rapi- 
y* 

Wefixind  many  new  objects  of  various  kinds  to  en- 
gnge  dur  attention  and  observation,  in  rrffions  hidietto 
90  entirely  uriuiawn  to  us.  The  flyingvnsh,  the  dd- 
phma,  diepdamides^  thedorades,  the  tropic-birds,  and 
odier  inhabitants  of  the  warmer  zone,  were  no  kx^ger 
to  be  seen:  but  we  had  albatrosses,  diamedea  exulanSf 
ptksday  prvceUmaj  and  whaks,  as  our  constant  com* 
panioea.  In  the  fortieth  degree  of  southern  latitude  we 
£mnd  agppcat  quantity  of  a  very  pardcubr  sort  of  yii- 
citf,  though  we  weresjx  hundred  miles  distant  from  the 
nearest  land.  Tly  whole  crew  of  the  Neva  experienc- 
ed, in  Ae  mg^  of  the  twentieth  of  Fdxruary,  a  most 
tenible  aburm.  The  vessel  received  so  violent  a  shock, 
that  they  thought  of  nothing  less  than  being  upon  a 
rodL  or  a  aai^*bank.  They  all  rushed  upon  deck  to 
leam  the  whole  extent  of  their  danger,  but  were  soon  sa- 
tisfied with  finding  that  it  was .  nothbg  more  duo)  a 
urtiale,  wbedier  dead  or  alive  was  very  immaterial, 
.against  iriuch.they  had  struck. 

The  wind,  thourii  variable,  had  been  so  generally  fa- 
vourable, that  by  the  twenty-fifth  of  February  we  were 
hi  the  nei^ibourhood  of  Staten-land.  This  wild  and 
uninbs^iti^  country,  whose  steep  and  craggy  mountidn^ 
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HOI/  boande]^  oar  horizon  to  die  south,  afforidMl  ua^ 
when  the  weadier  was  clears  many  agreeaijle  variations 
jQ  the  difTerent  aspects  which  it  presented,  as  seeo  at  dif- 
ferent points  ot  view*  We  clearly  distinguished  Cape 
St.  John,  from  wliich  we  were  about  thirty-three  sea^ 
miles  distant.  This  promcHtory  Ues  in  63 ""  47'  wes- 
tern longitude,  and  is  a  point  of  great  importance  to 
mariners,  since  its  ^tuafEion  b  so  well  ascertained,  that 
the  greatest  difference  to  be  found  with  regard  to  it, 
among  tkvt  most  experienced  astronomers  and  naviga- 
tors, does  not  exceed  a  few  minutes.  This  cape  may 
assist  mercantile  seamen,  who  have  not  always  toe  best 
means  on  bo^d  their  vessels  of  ascertaming  the  longi- 
tude and  latittKle*,  as  a  safe  guide  to  correct  tfadr  itc- 
Ironings.  It  b  of  doutde  impbftance  in  dieses  parts, 
where  ihe  navigation  is  so  dangerous,  and  who^  fre- 
quently, the  prosperous  doubling  of  Gape  Horn  de* 
pends  upcMi  the  longitude  being  ascertained  with  great 
precision.  The  quantity  of  p^erds  and  abatrosses  in^ 
creased  the  more  we  proceeded  southwards,  and  the 
dirowing  up  tlie  water  by  the  whales,  tvfaich  appelired 
sometimes  in  the  night  as  if  it  were  smt  breiking 
over  a  concealed  rock,  had  become  so  familiar  to  us, 
that  it  almost  ceased  to  be  a  subject  of  rem^'k. 

Hereand  there  were  to  be  seen  stripes,  or  spats  in 
the  sea,  which  from  theic  glittering  appearanoe,  «nd  die 
little  movement  the  water  then  had,  were  dbtinguiaha- 
ble  at  a  very  great  distance.  These  spots  proceeded 
from  the  £Eit  and  oily  substances  emitted  by  die  whaies 
in  their  breathing,  or  from  their  excrements,  ^od  shew- 
ed, in  a  remarkaUe  manner,  how  litUe  chI  is  necessary  to 
spread  to  a  great  extent  over  the  surface  of  the  water. 
The  idea,  which  I  believe  originated  with  Dr.  FrankHn, 
that  the  waves  of  die  sea,  when  violendy  agitated,  mi^t 
be  stilled  with  oil,  was  probably  borrowed  from  thb  cir- 
cumstance. 

The  almost  cons^ntly  favourable  wind,  by  which  we 
had  been  so  rapidly  carried  forwards  from  Santa  Catha* 

*  Witnesi  the  American  Tessel  mentioned  in  page  40,  whir  h 

vas  thi tie  deffref;^  too  much  to  the  west.  . 
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tte,  iiiciaHnd  our  bcipeS)  and  animaled  m^ 
we  sbould  noir,  in  afew  dqrs^  hairedouUal  Cape  Horn. 
Bat,  abs  I  we  tiad  SGwqpeiy  passed  Cape  St  John,  and 
jeadied  the  latitade  of  die  dreaded,  promontory,  when, 
00  the  twem^-sixdi  of  Febmaty,  a  Ttry  strong  gate 
fiom  the  soutfa-aotttll-weat,  atteiKkd  with  vioicnt  hail 
and  nan,  which  aoddenlf  cane  on,  shewed  U8  what  sort 
of  a  region  it  was  tet  we  wqre  now  navigadng. 

We  md  been  so  mudi  aceuitonied  for  some  time  to 
a  warm  dimaie,  thai  fffl  the  tweaty-fiMi  of  February, 
wfam  we  wcfe  in  fadtude  54^  12^  aouth,  we  had  ad- 
dam  a  kaa  dqree  of  warmth  than  twdve  degrcesi  by 
Beamnor,  eqq^  to  59^  Fahrenheit  On  tUs  day 
die  tbermoneter  Sdl  to  eight,  which  aftcied  onr  ftel- 
logs  vtiry  seottbly*  On  the  twenty. seventh  the  wea- 
mt  ckmd  rety  nmch,  and  the  thermometer  was  at 
Si^wa  being  dm  in  latitude  S?""  19'.  The  waves, 
however,  continued  very  high,  and  the  raffing  of  the 
di^  fiiigiied  ua  exceedingly.  The  hope  of  a  calmer 
sea^^widi  which  wcflaMe{ed  onrsdives,  soon  vanished; 
for  oo  die  twwty-^^h  began  the  mostfKg^ul  sooth- 
west  wind  hm^^nable,  accompanied  with  fog,  rain,  and 
hul,  which  OQDtlniicd  more  than  twen^-four  hours. 
At  kngdi,  CO  die  first  of  March,  the  storm  abated,  the 
wind  turning  more  towards  die  north.:  during  its  eon« 
timiance,  ibe  water  almost  incessandy  vrashed  over  the 
sfam. 

The  second  of  March  was  one  of  die  finest  days 
dial  we  saw  in  these  southern  4adtudes.  Theitevrring 
nys  of  die  Sim  warmed  us  more  tl^n  ever ;  andsince, 
dttriQg  the  late  mdandioly  vmrther,  almost  all  the  crew 
who  weie  not  under  die  necessity  c^  being  upon  deck, 
had  kqit  below,  we  were  now  very  glad  to  indemnify 
ouradvtt  by  iirfialing  as  nrndi  as  possiUe  of  so  reviv« 
ing  anafa*.  Three  &ys  had  dlipaed  since  we  had  seen 
die  ^un.  Our  joy,  hpweve^  experienced  sonae  abate- 
BEient  6a  fearmn^  that  during  die  late  winds  we  had 
been  canned  eittve^  sQiithwftfds,  not  in  the  smallest  de^ 
glee  towards  the  vvest. 

Our  earnest  prvfif^  tqbib  R(ysnoat  of  thU  stormy  re- 
gioa  seemed  at  length,  to  b^  b<sird^  ^nce  about  nood  a 

L 


liginwiixd  £f«(m  tfas  nMb*ea«t  apiwg  iH»»  wIuA 
eocd  so  mucb  lowafds  cvniiie«  t&tin  tbeapaoetif 
an  hour  we  had  rap  lep  aea  mwo  wertiiwd ;  and  la 
the  moniuig<tf  the  third  of  March  thedei^lfol  mtd* 
l^efioe  was  comminncaied  to  us  by  our  exAdlent  oqp* 
tm  that  we  had  doubled  the  Cape«  This  tvelcome 
Mws  was  received  with  hearty  ooogratubtkiDa  tdeacfa 
other,  and  sincere  thankfukiess  to  bnven. 
.  SiacetbetwenQr^aevaub  of^Febniary^  the  tbermo- 
ineter  had  commonljr  fluctuatied  between  1^^  and 
3^o;  but  lA  ibc  night  of  the  firtft  of'Mavch  it  was 
onfyoaedflgroe  above  the  fineesiog  pokib  Tfaebaro* 
meter  waa  at  the  loweat  during  the  gtorm  of  the  twen- 
Qr-efghth  of  February ;  it  was  then  38"5;  the  hi^ 
est  pobt  it  attained  wsson  the  aeoood  of  March,  when 
it  was  at  SO "50. 

Scarcely  had  we  enlered  the  South  Sea,  wfato  we 
wpte  forsaken  by  the  north-east  wind^  and  &  not  very 
fiivourabie  west  wind  began  to  blow.  This  cMsttained 
tystolu^ma  aontherl^  direction,  ao  that  cft  the  fi^ 
of  March  iye  were  in  laoftide  60^  south,  thelewnsiaoo- 
them  latitude  thitf  ^we  reached  during  our  yoyage.  Af« 
tcr  doubUog  Cape  Horn,  notwithataidiqg  tmt  we  were 
going  fiuther  souifawwds,  the  weather  grew  warmer 
every  day#  From  the  diiadtothe  thirteenth  of  March, 
the  uauai  bei^  of  the  tbennonaelor  was  lonr  dc^Mes 
above  the  fitezii^  pdnt  i  the  lowest  point  towhiehit 
descended  waadiree,  and  it  never  roaejEJxiM  five*  We 
had  npw  very  chaflgeable  weather,  ahemale  fiog  and 
sumhine,  cabn  and  brisk  winds.  Foraome  days  the 
wkid  was  almost  eoDstandv  to  the  east;  anddien,  from 
the  twelfth  to  the  sixteenth  of  March,  we  had  a  alra^ 
north-wiest  wind. 

.  Jn  ^  night  of  the  aeventoeodi,  between  the  faonra  of 
three  and  seven,  the  qiucksilver  in  the  barometer  iUi 
from  29' 10,  to  28''45.  Such  a  adl  was  a  dui^  hitherto 
\yhoUy  unl^nown  to  us,  and  it  fiDed  ^is  with  tbecnidleBt 
appieliensions  of  a  more  dieadful  storm  than  we  had  jet 
experienced.  On  the  ei^teenth,  however,  the  wottbsr . 
w;^  again  fine.  Weiiad  nearly  a.  cdm ;  the  son  shone 
dcligliifuUyj,  and  the  thermometer,  stood  at  noon  at 


stnem  fai  the  shade,  ito  hameiwfr  namberof  afeatroteite 
iiae««miflmgfilEegc4Beaboat  Aetrix^  Weendea* 
VDUfipd  in  msk  tb  kill  some  of  ihem  with  our  guns,  hut 
as  flood  ai  a  ahot  was  fired,  Aey  fleir  away.  Thtf 
awrned  totMsetheniflelves  \¥itb  dificolqr  fram  the  tra: 
t^9  and  made  a  vaft  code  b  it  bdbre  Ihcy  ha^  wind 
rfSMV|^  to  fiU  thar  toRf  wingB,^  begin  meir  ascent. 
This  was  to  us  a  new  and  vary  amusing  spectacle.  We 
weienow  m  klitade  55^40"  south,  longidide  i9^  54^ 
west  ^-A 

Repeated  atienspis  were  made  by  us  to  eatdh  the  at- 
balBOsses  ahve  widia  hook,  as  well  as  to  kill  them  wMl 
our  guna ;  which,  though  it  has,  aoeording  to  report,  been 
<rfkea  done  by  odier  manners,  we  coiild  neveifaecon^ilbh. 
Gi^lMi  Bl%h  says :  ^*  The  method  employed  bjr  dw 
ssulors  fior  catching  the  albatrosses  consists  m  fiisienitig 
the  bait  two  or  iwct  feet  from  the  hook,  and  when  the 
bird  eatdttsatthebait,  the  bock  may,  with  a  jerk,  be 
iaatencd  iatotbeibot  or  seme  part  of  the  body.  Many 
aorta  of  faJBdseaiight  bf  us  in  this  manner- were  riiut  up 
and  iktaed)  and  mesr  flesh  was  dxti  as  good  a^  that  of  a 

« 

The  fiiBiiwing  wa^  die  weather  was  very  pleaaam^ 
andnMhiag  deMTMig  of  remark  occurred  till  the  twen^ 
tf-^iath  M  Match,  Kdiaia  sarong  northi-n<xrth«west 
wiad  aroae,  wfaash  oominued  till  the  end  of  the  month. 
€ha,  iMa  dsy,  in  a  very  linck  and  kmg  contmued  fog,' 
wc  were,  to  our  iueapresiible  ceiKxnti,  separated  from 
^companjon  of  oar  voyage,  ^  Neva;  G^^tain  Von 
TCroamatsm  had  prenou^  i^reed  witfi  Captam  Lisian* 
sky,  tiiar  in  aase  of  a  separation,  Easter  bland  should 
be  dm  phee  of  rendezvous.  Thhber,  therefore,  the  at. 
tendon  of  die  whde  cfew  was  immediaaely  directed. 
Weaoo^oiit  all  the  accounts  of  former  navigators  b^ 
whom  it  had  been  viAed,  and  studied  them  assiduous- 
ly, ao  that  our  curiosity  was  in  the  end  extremely  ex- 
(dlBdtxMee  the  Island,  and  compare  its  present  state  . 
widi'diat  m  trinch  it  had  beensefin  by  others.  Wa 
woe  particularty  desirous  of  knowing  whether  the  pr^* 
senta  made  to  die  inhabitants  by  me  unfortunate  La 
^enmse  had  been  choidied,  and  preserved  by  them  so 
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»ts  have  contrAotfid  to  llMir  comfii)^ 
Unfbrtunntdy  for  Wi  coMtwj  wmb,  cooibioed  wAk 
iQtber  veiy  particular  araamataMOB,  cwatained  Cap^ 
taio  Kruaenattm  in  the  end  to  abandoii  Ma  iateotin  of 
toudung  ihfire^  though  vi^  were  nom  withhi  five  hon* 
died  sea  milcsof  it.  The  laAeat  afiooonta  we  iMve  of 
tiie  ialand  aie  derived  froaA  the  voyagea  of  Ca|ilaina 
Forster  «id  Codk»  and  from  La  Ptfouae'3  voyage.  I 
caniKrtreh^  from  aotidiig  a  p^ 
an  account  is  given  of  the  first  discoyery  of  thia  idand, 
since  it  wiUdi^lay  in  ^toQg  edoun  that  propensity  to 
the  marvellous  wUch  pervaded  the  rebtttons  giveu.by 
die  discoverers  of  thoae  time&t 
.  ^  These  savages  do  SMitgo  naked^  but  are  dothedin 
a  sort  of  cottM  doth.  The  moat  remarkable  tbbg 
among  them  is  their  loqg  ears,  wUdi  are  considered  as 
a  great  ornament.  In  scuqe  of  them  tfaeae  aie  holes  so 
b^,  that  a  man  m^  easily  thru«k  his  haBdtfarou|;h 
them.  Thus  far  my  narrative  will  readifc|r  gMn  oredit^ 
as  it  containa  nothing  that  is  at  all  unoommon ;  but  I 
must  add^  that  these  savi^  are  of  more  than  gigantic 
stature.  The  men  are  twice  as  tall  and  bulky  as  the 
lai^est  Miong  the  people  of  our  own  coontry.  Most 
of  them  are  twdve  feet  high,  so  that,  howeiw,  inotdi- 
ble  it  may  appear,  we  could  easily  paas  between  their 
1^  without  stooping.     They  were  extrraidy  well- 

goportioned,  and  each  might  very  well  have  bem  tekm 
ra  Hercules.  The  women  weae  lower  iu  stature  than 
the  men,  not  bdog  more  than  fi'om  ten  to.  eleven  feet 
high.  I  presume  that  most  of  those  who  read  my  nac* 
lative  will  not  believe  wliat  I.  sayi  but  con^der  this  ac- 
count as  a  poetical  fiction.  I,  however^  declare,  that  I 
have  written  nothii^  more  than  the  strictest  truth,  and 

*  Tbey  cmmltnA  of  goats,  ehem»  bogs,  orange  and  lemoo  tr^ea, 
cpUon  pianU,  Turkish  corn,  ana  a  profuuoa  of  seeds  of  Taxi* 
ous  kinds. 

t  The  island  was  dBscovered  by  Roggewein,  who  landed  tbere 
on  the  shcth  of  Apiilf  I72i*  The  passage  here  given  ia  from 
a  dutch  worki  iotitled,  TWe  Jmrige  i?eyf<  r^»d  am  dt  Wtrtid^ 
Ifc.  tt  Dordrecht^  by  Joavn&s  van  BaAAXj  1728;  a  work 
very  Ihtle  known. 


^ilBOt^  dul  upAn  the  m^tk  accUMie  nl^estigation  these 
pec^  will  be  fiiand  such  as  I  have  descrit^  theoi,  of 
a  mx  and  stature  idlogether  superoatural.^' 

Let  ntf  now  advtit  to«fae  testimony  of  Captain  Fanu^ 
tst.  He  sajrs :  *^  We  did  not  find  one  among  these 
people urild  oould  beerfled  tali,  and  they  were  extreme- 
ly  lim ;  d»  woiam  me  iittle,  and  of  a  sligiK  construe* 
tiau"  Stich  we  the  very  opposite  accounts  given  by 
difiewnt  voystgets.  We  Unoeottd  exlseedii^ly  tliat  we 
could  net  visk  se  tnlei^stidg  a  spot,  and  examine  into 
tbe  truth  oufsetoes. 

We  were  now  daily  wafted  by  very  turbulent  winds 
kito  a  warmer  zone.  On  the  frst  of  April  the  wind 
abated,  and  on  die  foUowiag  days  we  had  changeable 
weaker wiih  showers : '  tbe  thermotneter  was  firom  thir« 
teen  to  fifteen.  Oa  the  fifth,  a  very  strong  iwest  wiiifd 
jroae,  by  wiuch  the  Aip  was  so<auich  heeled,  that  one 
aideh^r  dMeindiea  in  the  water,  and  the  foresail  swept 
its  smfittos.  On  the  tweorjr^seventh  weccassedthe  tro« 
pic  of  Cdprioom,  and  after  the  bad  weedier  we  had  so 
long  e&oomilcred,  fimnd  tbe  constantly  kicreasing 
wamtth  very  cotnfeitabl^  and  pleasant*.  By  die  twenty- 
second  the  tKsde^wiBd  commenced ;  we  'were  th»r  in 
ki&Ciide  18'  4Sf'  soudi,  in  Iqngitude  IW  50'  west« 
The  weather  continuing  fine,  tJi^thermomeier  being 
geonnUy  fiom  eig^neen  to  twenty-three,  we  proceeded 
lapidfy*  on  oar  coiffse,  so  that  by  the  sixth  of  May,  at 
digrfaiak,  we  woe  in  s^^  of  the  nearest  island  among 
d]e^;rwip  called  the  New  Marquesas,  or  Washington's 
IsiaadB.  Theh^md  we  now  saw  was  that  to  wliicli 
Caplaia  Cock  gave  tbe  name  of  Hood's  isbnd :  it  was 
abiHit  thir^  sea  milea  diataat  ftom  u&. 

The  short  desaiptkm  given  of  thb  little  Archipelago 
by  Hcrgest,  Marchaad,  md  others,  appeared  so  |X'epos« 
sesoag,  dKrt  Qiptain  Krusenstern  had  nc^^bt  of  find- 
ing at^  Nidodiiwa,  tbe  la!^;est  of  them,  abundance  of 
emy  tting ftir the  present  refkeshment  of  lus  crew,and 
for  recruiting  the  stoces  necessary  to  continue  his  voy- 
aae.  He  pic^erred  Nukahiwa^  to  the  neighbouring 
island  of  Santa  Christina^  though  the  latter  has  been 
Imhorto  much  mere  fipequenled  than  any  other  m  the 
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group.  An  nwommon  niunber  of  biels^  and  Hkt 
iMnse  shoals  of  a  smallish,  whfeh  seeoMid  a  a^rt  of 
herring,  perhaps  the  ^mnber  seomier  oi  lJaama%  vu^ 
nounced)  oo  the  fifth  of  May,  tfastwe  noe  affransfaing 
to  land. 

Hood's  Island  had  the  appearanoe  of  a  sleep  f«pk 
rising  Qttt  of  the  seat  and  eeenwd,  o^ the  north  stt  at 
least,  entirdy  sterile  and  unc^tmaecL  It  wn  about 
six  in  the  morniiig  when  we  first  saw  liaa  island:  about 
sev^n,  we  discovered  to  the  mndi«wat,  though  the 
Ixurizon  was  hazy,  Dominico,  and  Str  Fedra.  By  ntoe^ 
Riou^s  Iskmd,  or  Uahuga,  was  in  siete;  its  naked 
a^ct,  its  ru^ed  steep,  and  peaked  reaoi»  dkl  not  m- 
jiear  to  us  extremely  attraedve.  We  observed  a  peaot- 
gious  flight  of  tHrds,  and  the  afaip  waa  fettowed  by  nnm^ 
bers  of  porpoises,  d^^^Aam  j»A^^ 

About  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  were  dd^gfakod 
with  discovering  die  plaeeof  our  ietteshgiept»  theisfamd 
ofNuki^wa.  Almost  at  theaame  moment  a  heavy  fain 
and  gnst  of  wind  came  en,  so  that  at  im^ht  we  were 
foroed  to  take  in  almost  aU  onr  saiia,  in  oner  to  keep  the 
vessel  from  rimning  too  near  Ike  fand.  £aily  in  the 
morning,  the  base  being  mudi  clesaed  away,  die  idwod 
was  again  id  sight :  the  nearer  we  approsMShed  to  it,  te 
mote  vms owcarioaity  excited.  We  wete  constantly 
looking  dirough  our  gksses,  and  were  now  so  nearto 
the  southern  coast,  thit  we  conld  distinguish'  it  very 
plainly.  After  so  long  a  voyage,  our  &iughta  were 
turned  with  no  small  degree  of  dd^ht  towards  the  en* 
chanting  vdleys  crf'the^Mi&SeakdandSipltfitpd  vridi 
groves  of  eocoa-nuts^  of  bitad-fruk,  and  bananast  so 
highly  extolled  by  Captains  Forster  acud  Cook ;  and  ak^ 
though  we  had  sys  yet  been  scarcdy  able  to  diacovtt 
any  mix^  except  naked  and  banen  rocks,  feasted  inidea 
upon  die  praliision  we  expecied  to  find  of  tfiese  and 
other  delicious  froits.  It  was  only  m  the  deep  vaiky s, 
among  die  rocks,  that  we  could  discover  faint  traoea  of 
population  sffid  cultivation.  Sevend  cataracts,  wiudii 
fell  from  the  tops  of  rocks,  not  less  Umn  a  thousand 
ftet  high,  into  the  sea  below,  and  which  were  now  fitted 
by  the  recent  heavy  rams,  were  the  only  objects  that 
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vmci  »d  edivened  Ms  desert  landscape.  But  the 
8^  cf  finsh  water  was  particularly  grateful  to  our  eyes^ 
SI  we  bad  been  for  some  weeks  mucn  in  want  of  it,  and 
had  bosn  rodoced  to  a  staled  daily  portion  of  ^A  article 
soeasenttal  tothecomfortandhadthof  man. 

The  fand  which  teybelbre  us  was  of. a  middling 
hdrtfe:  il  was  botfdcfed  by  steep'and  rixiipt  masses  of 
rooc,  ataniatdy  terminating  in  naked  peaks,  and  in 
broken  csaggy  atimmsts,  whreh  seemed  thrown  together 
wifboitt  my  ovder  or  rtgulaiity«  At  the  first  view,  they 
hid  very  miKJi  die  appearance  of  having  been  subject- 
dd  la  Ae  sc&m  of  wo«  and  we  could  almost  fancy  our- 
sdvess^^  at  Teoerife.  Here  and  there  only  were  to 
be  seen  a  baabor  a  abrub  oroamenting  the  dark  summits 
of  dK  roeky  [^ramklsy  or  a  tree  adhering,  as  it  were, 
to  ihdr aides:  Some  gentle  declivities  were  clothed 
w^  a  beavtifiBl  soft  carpet  of  green.  However  inviting 
die  landscape  appeased,  die  eye  was  soon  wearied  whh 
lookiag  in  vain  fer  some  tmces  of  mankind.  No  living 
cfcatoxc  was  to  be  seen,  not  even  any  diing  like  flocks 
fecdiBgiipoQ  tbernasqr  sVspCA. 

The  strcM^  suit  occasioned  by  the  waves  beating  a«* 
gainst  diese  broken  rocks  was  evety  moment  more  and 
more  clearly  to  be  discerned*  We  were,  indeed,  now 
so  near  die  shore,  diat  we  looked  about  with  the  utmost 
mxtcay  m  bocM^  of  discovering  some  of  the  inhabitants, 
or  a  canoe,  which  the  rarity  of  seeing  an  European  ship' 
might  have  enticed  firom  some  creek ;  but  we  looked 
in  vain^  and  at  lengdi  almost  abandoned  the  hope  of 
being  wekxH&ed  by  these  islanders  while  still 
upot  the  sea.  Captain  Krusenstem  now  ordered  out 
two  of  4he  boats  to  reconnoitre  the  coast  artd  the  har- 
bour, wben  at  length  we  perceived  some  islanders  fish- 
ily, but,  as  &r  as  we  could  perceive,  they  seemed  to 
see  us  sail  \3y  with  the  most  perfect  indifference.  A 
short  time  after,  to  our  great  joy,  a  canoe  appeared, 
carrying  a  white  flag,  and  navigated  by  eight  men  en* 
tirely  naked,  which  rowed  directly  up  to  one  of  our  boats. 
We  observed  it  very  anxiously,  and  were  rejoiced  to  see 
one  of  the  men,  wUhout  the  least  a^^earance  of  reluc* 
><6ice  or  ttmidi^,  ^ipg  from  the  canoe  into  our  boat. 
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when  our  men  immediatdy  began  to  return  towards  the 
ship.  This  gave  rfee  to  a  great  twiety  of  conjectures ; 
but  how  much  were  we  surprised,  when,  iflstead  of  a . 
South  Sea  islander,  we  saw  an  European  entirely  ia 
the  costume  of  the  couHtr}%  with  only  a  piece  of  cloth 
round  tlie  waist,  spring  upon  our  deck. 

An  J^nglish  ^or  of  the  name  of  Roberts,  who  had, 
God  knows  how,  <^  on  what  occasion,  come  hither, 
now  stood  before  us,  and  informed  us  that  he  had  in* 
habited  the  island  some  years.  Such  had  ben  dte  in« 
fluence  of  tlie  climate  upon  his  exterior,  diat  he  was 
scarcely  to  he  distinguished  by  his  colour  from  the  na- 
tives. Several  written  testimonials,  which  he  had  frcmi 
captains  of  ships  who  had  touched  here,  of  the  services 
he  had  rendered  them^  gave  us  naturally  great  confi* 
dence  in  him,  and  we  rejoiced  ^  not  a  Ittde  at  having"  to 
unexpectedly  found  an  European,  from  whom  we 
should  receive,  according  to  his  own  promises,  all  die 
ii^ormation  we  could  desire  rdative  to  the  isdand,  given 
with  perfect  fidelity  and  accuracy. 

He  was  now  besieged  with  a  thousand  and  a  thou* 
sand  questions,  every  one  being  solicitous  that  his  should 
be  the  first  answered.  As  we  inquired  for  the  chief  of 
the  island,  he  replied  that  it  was  governed  by  a  king, 
who,  with  his  brothers,'  was  now  in  a  canoe  rowing 
round  our  ship.  It  seetned  very  laughable  to  us  when 
we  immediately  gave  permtsssion  for  his  majesty  to 
come  on  board.  A  large  robust  man,  with  his  body  ta« 
tooed  all  over,  instantly  presented  himself  txforc  us,  and 
climbed  upon  deck.  He  was,  as  were  likewise  all  his 
attendants,  entirely  naked,  and  had  no  badge  or  charac- 
teristic by  which  he  was  to  be  distinguished  from  them. 
He  appo^ned  so  e^ctremely  ^y  and  timid,  that  we  could 
not  help  being  astonished  ^ow  a  person  so  athletic  and 
powerful  could  be  impressed  with  apprehensions,  whicb 
to  us,  unaccustomed  to  the  habits  of  people  living  in 
these  remote  climates,  seemed  altogether  diildish. 

At  first  he  hesitated  whedier  he  should  take  the 
hands  held  out  to  him.  Then,  in  a'i^w  moments  after, 
he  evinced  a  disposition  to  approach  those  who  shewed 
a  friendly  disposition  towarcte  hiffii.  but  yet  had  harder 
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'courage  aiiqugh  to  venture  it.  Perhaps  this  extraor- 
dinary timidity  arose  from  a  circumstance  that  occurred 
betweeD  the  English  said  the  inhabitants,  when  Captain 
Vancouver's  vessel,  the  Daedalus,  came  hither  from 
the  coast  of  North  America  in  .February,  1793,  and  was 
at  aachor  in  the  harbour  of  Anna  Maria,  where  w^  now 
were.  A  very  friendly  intercourse  at  first  took  place 
between,  the  islanders  and  their  visitors,  but  it  was  after 
Ikwhile  interrupted  by  a  quarrel,  in  which  an  islander, 
who  was  on  board  the  ship,  struck  one  of  the  sailors. 
He  immediately  sprung  overboard,  and  was  swimming 
away,  but  the  insult  was  so  deeply  resented  by  the 
whole. creW)  that  they  fired  upon  and  killed  him.  This 
occasioned  so  great  an  enmity  among  the  islanders  to- 
wards the  English,  especiallv  as  the  person  killed  hap- 
pened to  be  of  a  distinguished  family,  that  Lieutenant 
Hansen,  who  had  then  the  command  of  the  ship,  was 
obliged  to  kacte  the  harbour.  We  all  thought  that  the 
recc^kction  of  this  event  was  a  principal  cause  of  the 
apprehensions  evinced  by  tlie  king. 

After  our  ^ests  had  remained  awhile  trembling  on 
board  the  ship,  and  seemed  desirous  of  returning  to 
their  catioe,  they  were  presented  with  some  nails,  knives, 
red  cloth,  and  other  thin&^s,  with  whiph  they  jumped 
overboard  highly  delighted,  and  swam  away.  We,  in 
the  mean  Ume,  had,  under  the  direction  of  our  Cnglish'- 
man,  who  was  a  pilot,  made  our  way  into  the  harbour, 
where  we  cast  anchor  at  one  in  the  afternoon,  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  shore.  Every  thing  was  still  silent  as . 
deatli  on  the  nearest  part  of  the  land  ;  it  was  not  long, 
however,  before  a  number  of  people  of  both  sexes  ap- 
peared :  the  women  were  most  of  them  to  be  distin- 
guished at  a  distance  by  having  a  piece  of  cloth  made  of 
the  paper  mulberry-tree,  morus  papyrijeraj  principalis 
of  a  yellowish  colour,  thrown  over  them. 

A  number  of  the  islanders,  a  short  time  after  came 
from  the  opposite  shore  of  tlie  harbour,  which  wa^  to  the 
north- wcist,  and  s\vam  to  the  place  where  we  were  an- 
chored, a  distance  of  three  miles.  At  first  we  could 
only  sec  a  shoal  of  black^haired  heads  just  above  the 
'*vater  j  \M\t  in  a  sIk)i  t  time  \>  c  hnd  the  very  extraordi- 
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nary  spectacle  presented  us  of  some  hundred  mot^  wo- 
men, girls,  and  boysi  all  swimming  about  tHe  ship,  hav- 
ing in  their  hands  cocoa-nuts,  bread-firuit|  imd  botia^ 
nas,  v\  hich  they  had  brought  to  selL 

TTie  cries,  tlie  laughter,  the  romping  of  these  mirth* 
ful  people,  was  indescribable,  and  made  a  very  Dpvel 
impression  upon  us.  ,  Only  a  few,  whom  Roberts  point- 
ed out  as  persons  of  distinction,  were  invited  on  boards 
the  rest  swam  and  played  about  like  a  troop  of  Tritons* 
The  never-ceasing  noise  they  made  far  exceeded  any 
that  I  had  ever  h^d  at  our  most  numerously  attended 
fairs  ;  and  we  could  scarcely,  when  we  were  at  dinner, 
hear  each  other  speak.  The  young  girls  and  lyomen 
were  not  more  clothed  than  the  men,  and  were  collected 
even  in  greater  numbers.  They  were  above  all  loud 
and  noisy,  and,  according  to  our  European  ideas,  im- 
modest. They  burst  into  a  loud  laugh  at  the  most  trif- 
ling things  ;  and  as  we  did  not  unwrstand  a  word  of 
the  many  comic  effusions  addressed  to  us,  their  oratorf 
was  illustrated  with  pantomimic  gestures,  by  which  we 
were  sufficiently  given  to  understand  that  ibey  were 
making  us  the  most  liberal  and  unreserved  oflbrs  of  their 
charms.  The  men  who  were  with  them  did  not  shew 
the  slightest  symptoms  of  jealousy,  but  rathqr  seemed 
pleased  and  flattered  when  a  wife,  a  daughter,  or  a  sister, 
attracted  our  particular  attention. 

Towards  evening  most  of  them,  at  our  very  earnest 
and  pressing  solicitations,  returned  on  shore,  some 
having  by  that  time  kept  up  for  four  or  five  hours  such 
a  constant  shouting  and  noise  in  our  ears,  that  they  had 
quite  wearied  us.  The  women  and  girls  af)peared  here, 
as  almo;>t  every  where,  more  head-strong,  and  less  easy 
to  be  persuaded,  than  the  men.  Perhaps,  also,  corrupt- 
cd  by  the  Europeans,  who  had  visited  the  island  before 
us,  they  knew  that  these  strangers  were  a  good  kind  of 
men,  who  are  not  accustomed,  in  the  end,  to  decline 
the  advances  made  to  them.  Suffice  it,  that  the  beau- 
ties of  the  island  were  so  extremely  importunate  to  be 
permitted  to  come  on  board,  and  urged  their  importu- 
nities with  so  much  noise,  that,  merely  for  the  sake  of 
gating  rid  of  them,  and  bemg  left  quiet  awhile,  wt 


WAMXKGtOKU    ISLANDS.  9i 

weft  obliged  to  gram  some  of  them  free  access  to  the 
ship. 

These  graces  appeared  in  general  with  all  their  charms 
cqxMed  ;  for  though  they  never  left  the  tend  without 
at  least  so  much  clothing  as  a  large  green  leaf,  yet  this  - 
Kght  covering  was  generally   lost  by  swimming'  any ' 
karigdi  of  way.    By  a  few  only  were  tiie  leafy  ^aprons 
preserved,  and  luckily  for  them  we  had  no  sheep  or 
godtsra  board ;  since  they  might,  perhaps,  have  been     ^ 
no  less  eager  to  feast  upon  them,  than  we  were  to  feast 
upon  die  bananas,  cocoa-nuts,  and  bread-fruit,  which 
the  lovely  creatures  brought  in  their  hands.     We  arc 
told  by  Captain  Wilson,  in  the  account  of  his  mission- 

3r  voyage  to  the  South  Sea,  in  the  ship  DiiiF,  that  an 
venture  of  this  kind  happened  to  some  visitors  who 
came  to  pay  their  respects  to  himself  and  his  crew. 
"  The  kttttvi^  goats,'Uie  says,  "  were  guilty  of  a  very 
great  oflbice,  with  regard  to  the  poor  young  maidens, 
for  they  would  not  leave  them  even  tlie  little  clothing 
they  had  ;  they  flocked  round  tfiem  to  get  at  the  green 
leaves,  till  most  of  them  were  left  entirely  in  their  na- 
tive b^uty/* 

But  however  prodigal  of  thdr  favours,  and  however 
readv  to  follow  any  sailor  that  held  out  a  hand  to  them,  ^ 
the  rair  sex  were  still  not  without  a  certain  degree  of 
modesty.  They  seemed  to  be  corv^iderably  distressed 
when  they  had  lost  their  aprons,  and  crept  about  with 
their  hands  in  the  position  of  the  Medicean  Venus,  in 
attitudes  whiph  presented  a  beautiful  spectacle  to  the 
l^osoj^c  observer.  Those  who  had  not  been  desert- 
ed by  meir  garments  were  particularly  anxious  to  ad« 
just  them  properly.  We  were  not  a  little  surprised  to 
see  girls,  who  seemed  not  more  than  eight  or  nine 
years  old,  very  firee  in  their  approaches  to  us  and  ap- 
pearing no  less  desirous  of  making  a  market .  of  their 
charms  than  their  older  companions.  But  we  learned 
from  Roberts,  that  such  is  the  precocity  of  ns^ture  here, 
in  comparison  with  what  is  to  be  seen  in  colder  climates, 
that  these  children  were  now  as  forward  as  girls  in  the 
north  of  Europe  are  at  nearly  twice  their  age.  We 
saw  &  girl,  who  at  the  utmost  c^id  not  s^m  above  eleven 
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years  old,  and  was  already  the  acknowledged  wife  <if 
one  of  the  islanders. 

We  were  not,  however,  allowed  a  long  time  to  iriake 
philosophical  observations  updb  our  new  Venuses  ; 
lor  one  after  another  they  vanished,  hand- in-hand  with 
the  sailors,  to  the  interior  of  the  ship,  while  tl>e  goddess 
of  night  thre^v  her  dark  veil  over  the  mysteries  chat 
were  celtbrated.  Thus  ended,  with  a  scene  altogether^ 
titw  and  extraordinary  to  us,  the  first  day  of  our  stay* 
in  the  harbour  of  Nukahiwa.  Eearly  on  the  following 
morning,  the  beauties  skipped  one  after  another  upon 
deck,  and  leaping  into  the  water,  swam  away  gaily, 
carrying  with  them  presents  of  various  kinds. 

The  sailors,  who  were  not  rich  in  treasures  to  bestow 
upon  tlieir  nymphs,  presented  them  with  bottles,  pieces 
of  broken  china  and  earthenware,  coloured  rags,  and 
other  tbingsof  a  like  kind,  with  which  they  seen^^ high- 
ly delighted..  One  sailor,  who  was  at  a  los$  in  what 
way  to  testify  sufficient  gratitude  for  the  favours  be 
had  received,  tore  out  the  lining  from  a  pair'  of  old 
breeches,  and  wrapped  it  round  the  neck  of  U/s  beloved. 
This  was  so  extraordinary  a  present,  tliat  the  lady  was 
no  less  delighted  with  her  new  ornament,  and  no  less 
proud  of  it  than  a  knig^U  with  the  ribband  of  a  new 
Order,  atxl  hastened  home,  probably  thinking  to  her- 
self, ffoni  soit  gut  imly  peme. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Account  of  the  EngUshman  Boherts^and  the  French- 
man  Cabru — Cursory  Fieiv  of  the  Group  catted 
fFashmgtcn^s  Islands. — Description  of  the  Island 
of  Nukahvma. — Its  Situation^  Climate^  Produce  ions ^ 
and  Population. — Particulars  relative  to  the  Inhabit 
tani^ 


INSTEAD  of  Arranging  the  olccurrelices  during  oiir 
stay  at  NukahiWa  under  the  form  of  a  journal,  I  think 
it  will  be  better  to  put  together,  in  one  iioint  of  view, 
the  result  of  niy  observations  upon  the  Archipelago  of 
which  diis  island  forms  a  part,  and  upon  the  manner^ 
and  customs  of  its  inhabitants.  In  order  to  do  this,  it 
is  necessary  to  premise  the  following  remarks. 

From  the  Englishman  Roberts,  who  was  our  first 
acquaintance  in  these  parts,  we  learnt  that  we  should 
also  fintf  a  Frenchman  upon  the  island :  he,  however, 
represented  him  in  veiry  ^k  colours,  and  warned  Cap- 
tain Krusenstem,  earnestly,  not  to  entangle  himself 
with  such  a  man.  If  the  Frenchman  had  been  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  have  been  the  first  who  visited  us,  probably 
he  would  have  said  the  very  same  thing  with  regard  to 
his  arch-enemy  Roberts.  Be  this  as  it.  may,  notwith- 
standit^g  the  eagerness  of  the  Englishman  to  pt*event  all 
intercourse  between  us  and  the  Frenchman,'  the  latter ' 
managed  matters  withso  much  dexterity,  that  almost  im-^ 
mediately  after  our'arrival  he  came  to  the  ship  in  com* 
pany  widi  the  king,  as  he  was  called.  This  man  was  a 
native  of  Bordeaux,  by  name  Jean  Baptiste  Cabri, 
Through  the  fnendly  interposition  of  our  worthy  com* 
mander,  who  was  above  all  things  anxious  to  restore 
peace  and  haroKMiy  betwaenth^se  rivals,  tliey  appeared 


St  kast  to  be  reconcSedi  and  during  our  tftaj  were  both 
df  great  assistance  to  us  m  a  variety  of  instances. 
Rdberts,  in  particukr,  in  whom  we  found  reason,  from 
his  orderly  behaviour,  to  place  the  greater  degree  of 
confidence,  conducted  himself  uniformly  in  t&  most 
di^terested  and  irreproachable  manner,  and  exerted 
lus  mosit  strenuous  efforts  to  promote  our  wishes  in  every 
resect. 

These  twt>  Europeans  had  now  lived  for  many  years 
sometimes  upon  one,  som^imes  upon  another  of  these 
islands,  and  both,  particularlv  the  Frenchman,  learnt  so 
much  (^ihe  language  that  they  could  serve  as  inter- 
preters,  and  give  us  the  best  information  relad^ve  to  the 
manners  and  customs  of  the  inhabitants,  as  far  as  their 
understandings  could  enter  into  them.  It  was  much  to 
be  regretted  that  the  shortness  of  our  stay,  ^hich 
was  extended  only  to  ten  days,  did  not  permit  of  our 
making  as  ample  use  as  we  could  have  wished  of  the 
opportunity  thus  afforded  us  far  becoming  thorough^ 
fy  acquainted  with  a  description^  people,  and  a  coun- 
try so  entirely  difi^nt  from  any  to  be  seen  on  our  own 
aide  of  the  globe. 

The  remarks  I  have  to  o&r  are  not,  therefore,  mera 
suppositions  formed  u|xm  taking  a  phSosophical  view 
of  a  group  of  islands  hitherto  very  little  known ;  they 
wiU  contain  a  true  representation  of  them,  accoiding  to 
the  assertions  of  two  persons  who  having  lived  upon  the 
spot  many  years,  had  not  the  slightest  motive  in  any 
way  for  mideading  us,  and  who .  were  not  sufficiently 
refined  to  have  thought  of  giving  us  fictions  without  any 
motive.  I  sought  as  much  as  possiUe  to  draw  infor- 
mation separately  from  them,  and  only  considered  a  &ct 
as  fully  established,  when  I  found  it  in  this  way  confirm- 
ed by  the  testimony  of  two  men  who  were  in  their 
hearts  such  decided  enemies  to  each  other. 

For  the  rest,  I  must  ocmfiBssthat  I  placed  hiore  ife» 
pfndsoice  upon  the  testimonv  of  tiie  Frenchman  than  of 
the  Englishman ;  because  the  former  had  lived  mudi 
kmger  in  the  country,  and  had  so  much  lost  the  man- 
ners and  habits  of  civiHzed  life,  that  litde  difference  was 
to  be  discerned  between  him  and  the  natives,  with  re* 
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gardtobishalntsanjfnodeoffivkig;  I  npght  also  add, 
with  regard  to  his  modes  of  thinking.  He  had  almost 
f(»gotten  his  mother- tongue,  and,  at  first,  a  repetition  of 
parkz  Jraneaii  was  the  only  proof  he  gav^  of  Ms  nation- 
ality. His  whole  figure,  not  excepting  his  &ce,  %vas  , 
tattooed.  He  swam^as  well  as  any  of  the  islanders,  had 
married  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  inferior  chiefs  of  the 
island,  and  liv^  with  the  family  of  his  wife,  and  the 
rest  of  the  inhabitants,  upcm  the  most  friendly  and  con- 
fidential footing.  Roberts,  on  the  contrary,  uved  much 
more  separate  TOm  the  isbnders,  and  had  not,  as  far  as 
we  could  judge,  any  thing  like  the  same  readiness  in 
speaking  their  language.  He  seemed  much  less  ac« 
C|uainted  with  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people ; 
indeed,  evinced  a  great  indifference  with  regard  to  them. 
He  bad,  bowcva",  abetter  natural  understanding,  with 
peater  civilizs^on  in  his  manners,  and  appeared  by  his 
more  reserved  behaviour  tp  have  obtained  a  powerful 
influence  over  the  people*  Perhaps  this  might  be  only 
a  temporary  effect,  proceeding  from  the  more  marked 
confidenoe  which  they  saw  placed  in  him  by  us  ;  boat 
peroeiving  that  he  was  our  principal  agent  in  business, 
and  interpreter,  add  that  Cabri  was  only  occasionally 
employed  in  our  affairs,. 

The  influence  which  the  btter  had  obtained  by  his. 
marriage  with  a  native  was  very  trifling,  because  the 
woman  was  not  of  high  descent,  and  he  only  lived  un«- 
der  the  protection  of  an  inferior  chief.  With  this  man 
he  claimed  relationship,  although  he  had  only  changed 
names  with  him ;  a  ceremony,  which  here,  and  in 
many  other  of  the  South- Sea  blands,  creates  a  sort  or 
rdatioo^ip,  or  rather  religious  compact,  somewhat  re* 
sembling  the  tie  created  among  us  by  standing  as  spon- 
sor for  any  one  at  their  baptism. 

The  firit  part  of  the  voyage  of  Captain  Von  Krusen- 
stem  has  at  the  moment  of  my  Writing  appeared  in  print. 
His  inttresting  observations  will  be  found  to  vary  in 
some  sort  fitim  muie ;  but  the  reason  is,  that  be  coL 
lected  his  information  principally  ffom  Roberts,  whereas 
I  had  mine  chiefly  from  Cabri.  i  beg  to  assure  my 
readers  that  in  this  dilE»«nce  Qf  opiiuOQ,  with  regard  io 
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detached  i^cts,  I  have  no  intention  whatever  of  casting 
die  least  reBection  upon  our  excellent  commander.  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  think  of  charging  with  untruth  one, 
without  whose  support  these  observaticms  would  never 
have  been  laid  before  the  public ;  nor  would  any  candid 
judge,  I  trust,  accuse  me  of  such  designs.  But  that  I 
may  be  rightly  understood,  and  not  appear  in  a  false 
Ught,  I  feel  myself  compelled  thus  publicly  to  assure  the 
man  to  whom  I  owe  so  much»  for  whose  friendship  I 
have-  the  highest  value,  and  towards  whom  I  feel  the 
w^mcst  gratitude,  that  it  is  not  from  any  mean  or  un- 
worthy views,  or  for  the  sake  of  contradiction,  that  I 
differ  from  him  ;  wherever  we  seem  not  to  agree.  I 
attribute  it  wholly  to  our  having  drawn  our  prindpal 
information  from  different  sources* 

If,  for  instance,  I  say  that  the  mothers  suckle  their 
children,  if  I  assert  that  matiimcMiial  unions  are  formed 
among  the  people  of  Nukahiwa,  and  that  they  axe  ad* 
.dieted  to  jealousy,  I  must  lay  the  blame  of  these  un- 
truths, if  untruths  they  be,  upon  Cabi.  Trifles  of  such 
a  nature  are  oot  sufficiently  important  to  stake  upon 
them  the  friendship  of  such  a  man  as  Captain  Krusen- 
stern,  the  object  of  universal  respect,  and  whose  services 
are  known  to  all  Europe.  For  the  rest,  similar  varia- 
tions will  sufficiently  evince  to  the  public- the  difficulties 
under  w  hich  travellers  labour  to  obtain  truth,  in  a  coun- 
try and  among  a  people  where  they  are  total  strangers ; 
and  it  remains  at  the  option  of  every  one  whether  they 
will  abide  by  the  testimonies  of  Roberts  or  of  Cabri. 

I  proceed  now  to  give  a  short  view  of  tlie  Marquesas 
or  Washington's  Islands.  This  group  was  discovered 
}n  July,  1595,  by  Don  Alvaro  Mendana  de  Neyra,  who 
gave  them  the  name  of  the  Marquesas,  in  honour  of  die 
Marquis  Mendoca  de  Canete,  then  viceroy  of  Peru,  by 
whom  he  had  been  sent  with  four  ships  lo  take  posses- 
sion of  Solomon's  Islands,  which  he  (the  same  Neyra^ 
had  previously  discovered.  The  Marquesas  were  af* 
•erwards,  that  is,  in  1 774,  visited  by  Captain  Cook, 
when  lie  discovered  the  island  of  Fetugu,  or  Fataugu^ 
one  V  hich  till  tlien  had  remained  unknown,  and  to 
whirh  lie  gave  the  name  of  Hood's  Island.     Since  thtit 
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time,  the  group  has  bem  visited  in  succession  by  Li 
Marchand  in  1791,  by  Hergest  in  March,  1792,  by 
Brown,  in  June,  1792,  by  Captain  Roberts  in  1793,  by 
Captain  Wilson  in  J1797,  and  by  many  other  naviga- 
tors ;  it  has  besides  beei)  Qjequently  the  resort  of  ves* 
sds  belongrqg  to*  the  United  Sta^  of  North  America. 

Captain  Robms,  who  was  «n  American,  remained 
three  months  at  Tahuata,  or  Santa  Christina,  where  he 
built  a  small  ve^,  ^nd  fi^ed  yi^hh  it  to  the  north-west 
coast  of  America  m  purauk  of  jthe  fur  trade.  Who- 
ever shall  be  desicousxf  obtaioibg  the  most  accurate 
and  interesting  geographical  infqrmation  M(ith  regard  to 
the  group  in  gen^,  will  find  in  thp  voyages  of  Le 
Marchand,  Vancanyeri  and  VVi)son,  ^nd  jnore  paurticu^ 
larly  in  that  of  Cap^tui  ^JS^s^ns^era,  amp^  materials  to 
satisfy  their  wishes.  I  cpat^nt  ?iyseif  here  with  giving 
a  very  genwral  ^nd  gursory  vi^w  erf*  thorn* 
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The  Aovesof  the  island  Nukabiwa,  the  pritic^  of 
the  New  Maiquesas»  are  in  general  steep,  and  present 
onl^  dark  naked  masses  of  rock,  which  no  doubt  owe 
their  origin  to  volcanoes.  Thejr  rite  almost  perpendi- 
cularly 6ot  of  die  aea«  The  neighbourhood  of  the 
equator,  from  which  it  w31  be  seen  by  the  above  table 
that,tl^y  ait  but  a  few  degrees  dbtant,  presents  imme- 
diately the  idea  of  a  very  \!^afm  cl'miate ;  and,  indeed^ 
the  thermometer  b  seldom  lower  than  from  eighteen  te 
twenty  degrees.  Le  Marchand  observed  it  ih  the  monA 
o{  June  at  ^twenty-seven :  nAd  in  the  ihoBth  of  May^ 
when  we  were  there,  it  was  coiAmonly,  even  on  board 
the  ship,  from  twenty •thr^  to  twenty  ^te.  The  coun- 
try must  be  extremely  healthy,  asid  of  thb  the  two  Eu- 
ropeans gave  us  a  proof.  Diseases  »t  scaroefy  known, 
except  such  as  arise  from  wounds  or  other  casualties. 
Winter  is  oharaoleriaed  here,  as  iu  miost  pladea  between 
the  tropics,  by  abundant  showers  of  rain.  If  it  hap- 
pen, as  is  sometimes  the  case,  and  unhi^ily  iM&  so  thb 
year  before  we  were  there,  that  nota  drop  of  rain  fala 
for  nine  or  ten  months,  a  scfordQr  isthe  cfHiaei|uencfe. 
This  does  not  occasion  much  mortality  from  the  mei^ 
eflfects  of  ^  hunger,  but  it  gives  rise  to  the  most  ftight£al 
Wid  horrible  practices,  of  which  I  shatt  speak  more 
hereafter. 

The  prevailing  wind  at  Nukahiivli  is  the  tester)^ 
trade- wind,  which  blows  the  strongest  in  autumn :  it 
is  called  in  the  country  Hutiu.  The  south-west  ivind  m 
called  tuwakme.  Tms  seems  to  be  tkeprevaflmg  wind 
in  winter,  and  the  inhabitants  avail  themselves  ^  it  to 
viiut  the  neighbciiring  islands.  Their  havi^ion  is  in 
a  very  poor  ahd  low  statfe,  for  they  Vequutt  thl^  days  tq 
go  to  Santa  Christina.  In  spiing  and  summer  the  north 
wind  is  very  prevalent :  it  is  caUed  tukuahu.  There  is 
no  pstrticalar  name  for  the  west  or  north-west  wind,  as 
these  winds  are  said  to  blow  very  rarely.  Thunder 
storms  btit  seldom  intervene 

Nukahi\^ais  about  fifteen  Geltnan  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  consists  chiefty  of  naked,  craggy,  and  for 
tlie  most  part  inaccessible  mountains ;  among  which 
are  interspersed  here  and  there  small,  but  very  fertile 
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and  i»dUfMttred  Taliii  On  iho  «{mtfaecii  c6t»i  are 
mMf  flecme  barbcm^ :  in  tfaft  first  plate,  the  bay  of 
Tatp-Ho«e,  nr  TMitttaiey  at  Tkltm,  to  which  the  namt 
Of  Port'  Antia  Matia  was  givefi  by  Hergsst^.  Se«* 
coft^.  Home,  Hoome,  SlumerTscbo-ottie,  the  Comp- 
trotter's  B^  of  Hefgest  Thirdly  the  new  harbour  Of 
Hapoa^caUMfay  Captain  Krusensteni  Port  TsQhit»^ 
dMiigoK  FoortMy,  OaptaitI  Brown,  of  the  Butterword^ 
says,  that  he  found  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  island 
Mibcgood  barboum,  and  that  the  parts  about  them 
Meiaed  to  be  "vtoy  poj^ulous*  As  far  as  I  :knoiv,  these 
districts  have  ncrer  been  accurately  extimin^d  or  de* 
sclibed.  Fifthly,  the  Neva,  wben  she  was  here,  remark^* 
6d a  bay  numemusly  inhabited  <to  the  northeast  point 
of  tbe  isUmd.  Sixthly^  Ae  south-west  side  pre^eritsi 
in  s^me  fSaoes  low  and  gendy  rising  land,  wh^e  might 
inery  probably  be  found  creeks  ihat  would  afford  good 
atid  ssfe  anchorages 

As  the  idsHd^s  teciprocally  make  war  upon  each 
odM*,  and  five  bi  s  ttaie  of  constant  enmity,  we  oouM 
^roc^uebut  Uttte  tnformation  lespiiccing  the  tnore  re* 
mote  ptfCB  of  the  ifikfid*  The  bounduraes  of  their  hli- 
bkaitiotfis  arfc  fixed  by  riverg  and  mcnintains.  The  most 
ibfaiMted  places  in  the  neij^botarhood  of  the  bay  wheit 
we  aMhored  are  te  three  first  harbours  mentioned 
aboive,  and  the  valleys  by  which  they  are  bordered. 
Tb^  flsav  contain  together  about  three  thousand  men 
«aMbfe  w  bearing  srms.  ^ 

Xhs  country  abom  Hame^  or  Comptroller's  Bay, 
wss  repfCstoted  to  \is  as  one  of  the  most  populous  parts 
«f  lile  isUutd,  ^nd  oodsisting  of  three  valleys.  On  the 
^€M>  of  somli  ^o^est  aide,  where  is  the  largest  river  of 
die  kisind,  Hes  n  very  tich  and  popukaus  vidky,  M^iich 
was  called  to  me  Jacapa :  k  contains  twelve  hundred 
iMn  «^sMe  «f  btarmg  arms.    Captain  Krasanstern 

« It  will  Mt  tseiu  frosi  tha  vsriatioaft  ia  tKS  aame»  here  pot 
te^ro,  haw  dtficalt  it  m  tor  a  foreigner  to  give  the  idea  he 
means  to  convey  o(  a  name,  for  the  orthography  oi  which  he 
rests  enti^el^  on  his  own  coftccptions.  Accofdinp;  to  my  ideas, 
I  shonid  wrhe  ttiis  tfame  Tiohai,  but  Cftptnin  ILnvsentMrfi  gifeS 
It  tt  Tftyo-f&Mia. 


102  WASHZNGTOV'*S  IIXrMfOS^ 

« 

calls  dus  valky  Sotty^schewe^  but  I  SH^wct  tiiiak  tbp 
name  was  badly  pranounoed  by  die  Eo^iahinaii,  since 
duit  name 'does  not  appear  to  me  at  all  like  a  word  oT 
Nukahiwa.  The  vaUey  near  the  harbour  of  Hiqpoa,  or 
Tsclutschagoff,  b  called  Scfacgu>>  and  another  near  it 
Thenahui.  TbeaoD-b-lawol  the  chief  of  Tayo-Hoae^ 
by  name  Maudai,  governed  a  TaUey  in  the  intnior  of 
the  country,  which  coniuned  also  twelve  himdred  war* 
riors* 

Fromdiese,  and  other  ^detadbed uncertain  data,  the 
population  of  Nukahiwa  mav,  I  should  presuoi^  be 
estimated  at  about  dghleen  umusand  souls ;  though  I 
know  not  whether,  according  to  the  Quii^>er  of  faarata* 
tions  we  knew  of,  and  die  nmiy  more  of  which  we 
probaUy  never  heard,  this  esdmate  may.  not  be  too 
small.  War  carries  off  fewer  of  the  human  face  dian 
scarciQr;  since,  in  case  of  the  hrtter,  tbne  people  have 
recourse  to  the  horrible  praodce  of  feeding  on  human 
ie^.  By diis means,  if  wemay  rdy  on  the  account 
of  our  interpreters,  seversd  hundred  persons  had  been 
sacrificed  the  year  befqre  in  die  valley  of  Tayo-Hoae 
alone,  so  that  at  the  present  period  dicxe  might  be  reck* 
one^  four  men  to  one  womim,  and  sctfcdy  anyxdul* 
dren  remamed.  How  &r  the  modes  of  life  contribute 
to  diminish  the  popidation  will  be  examined  as  vve  pro- 
ceed fiurther  in  this  (tescripdon. 

It  is  possible,  nay,  even  extremely  probable,  diatthe 
island  was  in  ^fxrmer  dmes  much  more  populous,  and 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  it  may  recover  again  in  a  course 
of  years.  ^  Hergest,  who  visited  the  harbour  of  Tayow 
Hoaetwelve  years  before  us»  says,  that  he  saw  fifteen 
hundred  inhabitsmts  about  the  nearest  shore :  at  die 
Hime  we  were  tfare,  the  number  was  not  above  ei^t 
hundred,  or  at  the  utmost  athottsand^ 

The  Waatnngton  Islaadado  not  Appear  to  di£r  cs* 
sentially  in  the  natural  productions  of  the  country  Bxmk 
therest  of  the  Marquesas,  or  finom  the  Friendly  and  9q^ 
ciety  Islands.  The  bread  tree,  ario  carpus  meUo^  die 
fruit  of  Moiich,  according  to  what  Forster  says,  is  here 
larger  and  fines*  flavoured  t^an  any  where  else,  cocoa* 
nuts,  banttnas,  Indian  koky  arumis^^mhim^  yams,  di^ 


ose&rmclata^  and balrtas,  convohmbis  kaatasy  ate  the 
priocipel  articfea  of  feod  among  ^he  vegetable  king- 
dom ;  8Qgar«eanes  are  also  in  abundance^  but  no  atten- 
tion is  paKl  to  cukivatii^  them.  The  Otaheitean  burn- 
ing-put, tusMfpus  flontmj  is  uaod  here  as  iveU  as  at 
Otaheile,  in  the  place  of  candles ;  and  of  the  cawawta 
eqmscf^hUa  are  made  javdmai  dubs^  and  other  warlike 
weapons.  The  bark  ^  the  ntorus^papyrifera^  made 
after  their  nmner  into  clodi,  is  the  only  clothing  the 
people  wear«  Their  houses  am  bulk  with  bamboo 
caheSyCr  wicbdK  calabash-tree,  and  die  shdls'of  cocoa- 
nuts  aerve  dient  for  drinking  cups.  Most  of  the  plants 
whicdi  For^ier  meations  as  hisiving  seen  at  San^  Chris- 
lana,  I  found  also  here :  afew  new  species  wiU  be  men« 
lioMd  in  my  bctanlcal  catalogue.  The  Otaheitean  w^  , 
pie,  spmuBaSf  which  the  above-named  celebrBted  natu* 
raHst  did  not  find  at  the  Marquesas,  I  found  atNukahl*. 
wa,  but  it  was  somewhat  scarce. 

Besides  the  above  'common  objects  of  food,  diere 
are  a  number  of  other  friints  and  roots,  which  the  inha^ 
bitants-eat  in  times  of  scarcity.  As  these  are  only  to 
be  found  upon  high  mountains^  almost  inacces^ble,  ex« 
oept  tvhen  liunnr  ui^ea  to  fin&ig  a  way  of  coming  at 
their  products,  i  could  only  obtwi  the  names  of  them* 
The  malnnei,  probably  eniatum  Jagijinm  is  a  very 
good  fruit,  in  flavour  lUte  a  chesnut ;  the  ^fiA  or  tipahf 
is  a  red  fiint  never  eaten  Ixit  in  times  of  great  want ; 
ttie  liA  is  a  duck  root,  whk^h  may  be  had  the  whole 
year  round,  but,  like  die  ie/hky  It  is  only  considered  as 
i  resource  in  times  of  scarcity :  eafie  is  a  nourishing* 
food,  and  is  probably  the  same  as  the  Otaheitean  ape^ 
and  die  cappe  of  the  Sand^vich  Islands,  crum  maeotrhi' 
Z4m.  The  land,  by  a  highes*  degree  of  culture,  would 
be  capable  of  producing  many  very  useful  objects,  as, 
for  instiuice,  the  sugar-cane.  We  gave  Roberts  a  great 
mai^  seeds  of  oranges^  trusting  that  be  would  use  his 
endeavours  to  introduce  the  raisii^  of  this  excellent 
fruit  here.  • 

Judging  from  the  accounts  of  all  navigators  who 
liave  visited  the  Friendly  and  Society  Isles,  1  am  inclin* 
edto  diink  thati  the  people  of  the  Marquesas  and  Wash- 
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ington  I^ns¥k  e\^  in  beauty  ind  gftmdcur  rf  Isnii^ 
10  regulAfity  of  features^  and  in  colour»  «U  the  other 
3outb-S^  island^r^  The  men  ve  ahnost  aU  Uill,  ro* 
tmiiit,  and  well  lo^e*  Few  n^ere  ao  fat  and  utmtidy 
astb^Otghekeam,  none  so  lean  and  meagre  aathepeo* 
pk  of  faster  lalmd*  We  did  not  see  a  single  erq^ 
pled  or  deformed  pemon,  but  anch  general  b^uty  and 
regulariiy  of  form,  that  it  greatly  Recited  our  aatwiabr 
ment«  Many  of  them  mii^t  very  well  have  boanplae* 
ed  by  the  aide  of  the  most  eetebrated  ehefrd'miviea  of 
antiquity,  and  they  would  have  loat  nothing  b^  tbt 
comparison.  TJ^ir  beard$  at€  wmmoBij  abinipg. 
Ula^^k^  and  thio*  aa  they  are  very  much  m  tlie  haUt  of 
plucking  op  the  bairs-by  tbe  roots*  The  hair  ia  gwe^ 
rally  Jkmg, ourlyi  sttrong^  andUacfci  among  ^ ftw  k 
was  aomewhat  less  dark. 

A  certain  Mau-ka-u«  or  Mu&u  TapiUakava,  inrticsii- 
larly  aUracted  our  attention  finom  hia  aUraordinary 
height,  the  vast  atmgth  of  hb  body,  and  the  Admira- 
ble proportion  of  hb  limbs  and  muscles.  He  wns  noiv 
twenty  yeara  old,  and  was  »x  feet  two  inches  high*  Pa- 
ris meaauret;  and  Counaellor  Tilesius,  who  unites  thr 
eye  of  a  oonnoisseur  and  an  artist,  said,  he  never  aavf. 
any  one  so  perfectly  proportioned.  He  took  the  tvou^ 
ble  of  mtaauring  every  part  of  tbia  roan  ^i^  the  utl- 
most  exaetneas,  and  after  our  return  to  Europe  knpaitt 
ed  bis  observationa  to  Counsellor  Blumeobadfi,  of  Oot* 
tingen,  who  has  studied  so  as^uoualy  the  natural  ilia* 
tory  of  man.  This  latter  compared  theae  proportioiia 
with  the  Apollo  of  Belvedeit^  and  found  that  those  of 
that  master-piece  of  the  finest  ages  of  Grecian  vt,  ia 
which  is  combined  eveiy  possible  integer  in  the  copipo* 
sition  of  manly  beauty,  corresponded  exactly  wixh  our 
Mufau,  an  inhabitant  of  the  island  of  Nukaluwa.  Via 
%vere  told  that  the  chief  of  a  neighbouring  island$  by 
name  Upoa,  with  equally  exact  proportions  aa  Mu&u, 
was  a  lind  taller,  so  at  least  Roberts  and  Cabri  both 
assured  us;  if  they  were  correct,  this' man  must  be 
nearly  seven  Paris  feet  hig^. 

«*  AFreoch  foot  measures  thirteen  ioebesi  or  one  fiMt.ons 

inch  English  measure.— -Ta an sl4T0X. 
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I  trust  that  tins  subject  wiU  be  thought  sufficiently  in- 
tatstiDg  to  excuse,  my  giving  the  measurements  of 
Mo&Uf  ais  taken  by  Counsellor  I'ilesius,  and  detailed 
iu  Vdgt's  Magazine  of  Natural  History. 

Hiri^t>  dx  feet  two  kiches,  Pms  measuve* 
^  Ik^aMitfa  between  die  shoulders,  nineteen  inches  two 
lines. 

In  the  periphery,  forty  inched. 

Breadd)  across  the  breast,  fifteen  inche;S.. 

Length  of  the  arms,  from  the  point  of  the  shoulder 
tb  the  end  of  the  longest  finger,  twenty*tw<^inches  fout 
fanes. ' 

Length  of  the  head,  firom  ^skoU  to  die  chin,  ten 


Circumference  of  the  head,  measured  round  the  fofe» 
bead,  and  just  above  the  ears,  twen^-diree  inches  and  a 
half. 

Cireumference  of  die  breast,  forty-two  inches. 

Periphery  of  the  lower  bdly  about  the  spleen,  thir^* 
twomcbes. 

Periphery  of  dK  great  bason  round  the  h^  forty-two 
inches.  . 

Periphery  of  the  upper  part  of  the  diigh,  twenty-five 
inches. 

Periphery  of  the  cdf  of  the  leg,  seventeen  inches  and 
a  half. 

Periphery  of  the  anckle  an  inch  above  the  foot,  where 
it  is  the  smallest,  ten  inches. 

Length  of  die  foot,  twelve  inches  and  a  half. 
^  Greatest  breadth  of  the  foot,  five  inches  and  a  half. 

Circumference  of  the  upper  part  of  the  arm,  thirteen 
inches  and  a  half. 

Circumference  of  the  arm  above  the  elbow,  thirteen 
inches  and  a  quarter. 

Ckcun^jfeieaoe  of  the  band,  eleven  inches  and  a  quar- 
ter. 

Length  of  die  hand,  nine  inches. 

Circumference  of  the  neck,  sixteen  inches. 

Lengthfiom  the  skuH'to  the  navel,  thirty-one  inches 
and  a  half. 

O 


%t 


La^  from  the  navd  to  the  4ivukm  of  die  thighs, 
ttn  inclies  and  a  half. 

Length  bom  the  divbion  of  the  thighs  to  the  aole  of 
the  foot  thirty  •c'^ht  inches. 

The  expression  of  countenance  in  these  people  ia 

Senerally  pleasing ;  it  is  open  and  animated,  and  tbeir 
ark  eyes  are  full  ci  life.  Most  of  them  have  such  pic« 
possessing  features,  that  from  them,  as  well  as  an  ap- 
pearance of  natural  bonhommiey  we  should  have  con- 
cdved,  with  Cook  and  Forster,  that  we  had  met  witba 
ficicncUy  and  kind-hearte4  race,  if  we  had  not  been  better 
informed  by  our  European  interpreters.  The  women 
are  in  general  much  smaller  that  the  men,  but  are  ex- 
tremely well  proponioned.  Many  of  them,  in  fiorm 
9sA  countenance,  resembled  very  much  the  most  dis* 
tingaished  women  of  Otahette. 

Captain  Wilson,  who  visited  this  island  in  1797^ 
having  previously  hieard  the  beauty  of  the  females  much 
cdebrai^,  )wl  on  board  an  Otweitean  woman ;  but 
he  says,  *^  though  she  was  tolerably  handsome  and  well 
made,  she  was  entirely  eclipsed  by  the  findy-propor- 
tionea  women  of  Nukahiwa,  and  tnis  she  seemed  her* 
self  to  fed  in  no  slight  degree.  She  was,  however^ 
much  TMXt  amiable,  and  possessed  much  more  of  the 
softness,  delicacy,  and  tencfemess  ofher  sex.'' 

The  women  have  wdUformed  heads,  their  fiices  are 
rather  full  and  round  than  Icxig ;  they  have  large  qwk- 
ling  eyes,  clear  complexions,  vecy  mie  teeth,  great  ex- 
pression and  rtgularity  of  features^  and  generally  black 
curly  hair.  Among  many  of  the  lower  .claas,  who  were 
daily  on  board  the  ship,  the  body  was  small  without 
being  compact,  the  belly  out  of  all  proportiofi  large,  and 
Acir  mannft;r  of  walking  alow  and  trailing.  Among 
the  women  of  distinction,  who  seldoin  or  ever  came  on 
board,  this  was  not  the  case :  thqr  were  of  a  pk^ng. 
form,  with  slender  waists,  and  great  vivacity,  so  that 
they  had  a  just  claim  to  be  calkd  handsome.  Of4bis 
truth  I  have  been  convinced  by  my  own  eyes,  unce 
Major  Friderici,  Counsellor  Tilcsius,  and  myself,  in 
our  walks  about  the  vallies,  have  sometimes  met  wo- 
rn m  and  girls  of  the  higher  classes.     They  were  verj' 
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difatatfifomd^itotoen  who  lived  about  the  harbour, 
taikr  m  sttture,  with  moi^  decorum  of  manners,  and 
Mver  wididiit  koin^  kind  of  covering.  I'hey  would  not 
enter  mto  conversorion  widi  us,  but  seemed  ahogeth^ 
modest  and  resa^ed;  ^ 

Captain  Kmsefistem^  acknowledges  that  the  daughter 
and  daiughter-m-law  of  the  chief  of  Tayo-Hoae,  and 
Roberts^  wife,  were  so  handsome  that  they  must  have 
been  aUowed  to  be  beautiful,  even  in  Europe.  He 
says,  besides,  that  he  found  the  women  in  the  valtcy  of 
Schegua  throughout  perfectly  well  made,  and  many  of 
them  extremdy  pretty.  None  of  these  were  among  thii 
tribe  of  women  who  came  to  visit  us  on  die  first  day  d[ 
our  arrivf^.  How  much  soever  the  navigators ,  thai 
ha^^  visited  the  South- Sea  islands  extol  tan  beautr  of 
the  women,  I  am  dimosed  to  oonaider  the  ijaen  of  Nu^ 
ks^uwa  ais  Gtr  eattteoing  them.  Had  I  not  been  con* 
vincediiom  some  solitaiy  examples,  that  the  women  of 
distinction  who  kept  aIo(rf*from  uar  were  really  haiuMome 
and  wdl  formedi  and  that  we  were  only  visited  by  thi 
lower  classes,  it  would  have  appeared  to  mc  an  dniiost 
inexplicable  problem  in  physiology,  how  sutsb  Ktde, 
puny  creaturte,  widi  bodies  debilitated  by  premature 
licentiousness^  ooald  ever  have  brought  fimh  such  |^ 
gantic  and  fidety  formed  men  as  Mufiiu,  and  many 
others. 

it  b  Mghly  pfoteible  that  wf  saw  a  very  Stvr  only  of 
the  really  flne  and  handsome  women,  and  that  moat  of 
diose  who  fen  under  our  observation  were  the  ladies  of 
pleasune  of  the  isbnd.  I  must,  however,  confess  dut 
m  my  opinion  both  the  form  and  countetiance  of  a  well 
made  ne^ress  are  more  pleasing  and  interesting,  accord- 
ing to  our  £unmean  ideas  of  beauty,  than  ttioae  of  the 
women  in  diese  mlands.  We  certamly  found  in  Ncdoi- 
hiwa  an  Apollo  of  Bdvedere  ;  but  it  may  as  certainty 
be  made  a  question,  whedier  a  nice  observer  would  not 
aoofidr  And  the  original  of  the  Medicean  Venus  up<Sn 
the  coast  of  Afiica  dian  in  the  South- Sea. 

The  natural  colour  of  the  skin  in  these  islanders  is  al« 
most  as  wttte  as  that  of  Europeans ;  but  from  the  in* 
fiucnce  of  the  climate,  and  tlic  power  c^  the  sun's  rays, 
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it  by  degrees  becomes  brdWnisb.    Tim  is  pordcufattly 
the  case  among  people'  of  the  lower  classes,  who  have 
scarcely  even  a  girdle  of  modesty  as  a  covering,  and 
are  obliged,  perhaps,  to  work  oat  hi  the  open  air.    Cap- 
tain Wilson  says,  that  many  women  who  at  his  anival 
wiere  xiearly  as  white  as  Europeans,  by  coming  perpe- 
tually on  board  the  ship  in  the  burning  heat  of  the  sun| 
were  after  awhile  quite  brown  and  sun-burnt.    The  neti^ 
bom  children  are  nearly  as  white  as  in  Europe.    The 
women  of  the  higher  dasses  are  scarcely  less  careful  of 
their  complexions  than  our  bellesi  and  to  preserve  them, 
five  almost  entirely  in  the  shade, .  sheltered  fiom  the  ef* 
feet  of  the  burning  sun-beams.    They  have  a  garment 
of  cloth,  made  from  the  bark  of  the  paper  rauUxary-tree; 
and  if  they  go  out,  hold  a  green  bough,  or  a  banana 
leaf,  over  dieir  heads  as  a  parasol.    In  this  way  tbqr 
preserve  thar  complexions  so  wdl,  that  many  of  them 
are  not  darker  than  an  European  brunette.    The  desire 
to  please,  among  the  women,  is  here  so  strong  diat  diey 
have  even  found  a  ;me€hod,  if  they  are  very  much  tan* 
jied,  of  bleachmg  their  skin  again  in  a  few  cfeys.    lliey 
have  generally  recourse  to  this  expedient  befbce  any 
great  .popular  festival,  or  public  spcxts,  that  they  may 
attract  more  admtralion,  and  receive  more  bc^age. 
The  manner  in  which  it  is  done  is  to  rub.  the  whde 
body  with  sap  extracted  from  the  leaves  of  three  difl&r- 
ent  plants,  called  here,  tpapha^  hoko-kuh^  and  a&z^* 
The  skin  becomes  at  first  entirely  black,  and  for  five  or 
"SIX  days,  the  persons  undergoing  the  operation  cannot 
leave  thie  house.    They  tihen  wash  themselves  well 
.with  fresh  water,  which  takes  off  the  black  sap,  and 
leaves  the  skin  its  natural,  nearly  whit^,  colour. 

Another  custom  wmch  prevails,  no  less  anKHtg  the 
-men  than  the  women,  is  to  rub  themselves  all  over  witli 
a  sort  ofrointment,  made.from  the  oil  of  the  aocoa-nut, 
.  which  they  consider  as  having  a  very  fragrant  smell. 
It  is  mixed  with  the  sap  of  several  plants,  particularly 
the  hibiscus  pcpubieusy  to  give  it  a  yellow  cobur.  This 
shining  yellow  dye,  according  to  the  taste  of  the  islan- 
ders, adds  extremely  to  beauty  of  person,  particularly  in 
the  male  sex.    It  makes  the  akii^  very  so&  and  smoot^» 
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and  prevents  stroi^  perspiration,  which  in  tliese  hot  cli- 
mates very  much  weakens  and  injures  the  constitution. 
The  anointing  the  bodies  in  this  way  assists  also  in  faci- 
litating their  awimming.  I'hough  we  Europeans  could 
not  acquire  any  taste  for  such  a  mode  of  ornamenting 
ourselves,  yet  it  was  considered  by  the  old  women  and 
young  girls  as  a  great  addition  to  their  charms.  Tiiey 
seemed  to  expect  their  conquests  to  be  much  niore  nu- 
merous when  thus  adorned,  and  were  exceedingly  as- 
tonisbed  when  we  endeavoured  to  make  them  c^ompre- 
hend  that  we  thought  them  much  handsomer  with  their. 
skin  of  its  native  colour. 

The  people  of  Nukahiwa  also  consider  it  as  indisputa- 
biethat  a  totally  smooth  skin,  entirely  free  from  hair,  h 
a  great  beauty  ;  and  under  this  idea  pluck  ^p  the  hair 
under  die  arms  and  upon  the  breast*  Those  who  do 
not  take  this  trouble  are  regarded  as  very  careless  and 
tiegtigent  The  chief,  or  elder  of .  the  vaii&y,  by.  n^nc 
K^tamiah,  stood  one  day  full  of  asitonishmentv. looking 
at  one  <^  our  officers^  and  made  him  understand  by 
signs  that  be  wished  him  to  hold  himself  still,  when 
with  his  naOs  he  endeavoured  to  pluck  out  a  hair  from 
the  inside  of  his  nostril.  Hair  in  this  part  is  .considered 
as  particutarljTunseemfy  ;  perhaps,  because. among  all 
the  South.  Sea  islanders,  instead  of  kissing,  they  join 
noses,  as  a. proof  of  love  or  friendship. 


»  . 
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CHAPTER  V. 


The  Abuses  tabooed  during  the  Time. — Clothing  of 
the  Islanders.— Their  Food.^The  Breadfruit.-^ 
Their  DroeWngs. 


THE  most  retnarkable  and  intn^ting  manner  wMch 
the  Sou^Sea  islanders  have  of  ornamenting  dieir  nak- 
ed bodic!s  consists  in  punctuation,  or,  as  dley  caU  it^  tat* 
tonng.  Tltts  Icind  of  decoration,  so  common  among 
many  nations  of  the  earth,  merits  greater  attention  from^ 
travellers  than  it  has  hitherto  received  ;  and  I  am  much 
surprised  that  the  acuteness  of  a  Porster  has  passed  over 
the  subject  with  so  much  indiifttenoe.  It  is  undoubted* 
Vf  very  striking,  that  nations  perfectly  i]^ote  from  each 
other,  who  have  no  means  of  intoxroufSAvhatever,  and 
according  to  what  appears  to  us  never  could  have  had 
any,  should  yet  be  all  agreed  in  this  practice. 

Among  the  Europeans,  that  is  to  say  the  pilgrims  to 
the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  the  sailors  of  almost  all  the 
nations  of  Europe,  in  the  Alautian  isbnds  on  the  north- 
west coast  of  America,  in  the  Sandwich,  Friendly,  and 
Society  islands,  among  the  New  Zealanders,  and  the 
people  of  Easter  Island,  in  short,  among  the  nations  both 
of  the  northern  and  soudiem  hemispMits,  both  of  die 
east  and  of  the  West,  in  the  old  and  in  the  new  worid, 
are  to  be  found  traces  of  thb  custom ;  in  some  places 
more,  b  some  less,  but  among  all  in  a  certain  degree.  It 
seems  always  done  with  the  i£a  of  ornament,  but  it  is 
also  highly  probable  that  in  the  warmer  zones  it  may 
have  the  farther  view  by  cutting  through  the  pores  of 
the  skin  so  much  to  diminish  transpiration,  and  by  that 
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vatuA  sopcnede,  in  aonoe  sort,  die  necessity  of  vKnnt* 
ii^  die  body. 

Among  2^  die  kiiownQatkms  of  die  earthy  none  have 
canned  die  art  of  tattooiiig  to  so  high  a  degree  of  pcrfec. 
tton  as  the  iahabkanta  of  Washipgton's  Islands.  The 
legidar  designs  with  which  the  bodies  of  the  men' ^ 
Nuka!u«a  are  punctured  iirom  head  to  foot  supplies  in 
some  sort  the  absence  of  clothing ;  for,  undtr  so  warm 
a  beayen,  clothing  tirould  be  insupportable  to  them. 
Many  people  here  seek  as  much  to  obtain  dbtinctioo 
by  the  synunetry  and  regularity  with  which  they  are* 
tattooed,  as  among  us  bjr  the  elegant  manner  in  which 
diey  are  dresaea  i  and  although  no  real  elevation  of 
nnw  b  dpsignated  by  the  greater  supericnrity  of  these  de« 
coratioQS,  yeias  only  persons  of  rank  can  aflford  to  be 
at  the  expence  attendant  upon  any  refinement  in  the 
omamente,  it  does  become  in  fact  a  badge  of  distku 
.cti«n* 

The  operation  of  tattooing  is  performed  by  certain 
pcfsoQS,  who  gun  tbnr  liveunood  by  it  entirdy,  and  I 
preaume  that  diose  who  perform  it  with  the  greatest 
dexteri^,  and  evince  die  greatest  degree  of  taste  in  the 
dispo^tion  of  die  ornaments,  are  as  much  sought  after 
as  mnoi^  us  a  particularly  good  tailor.  Thus  much, 
however,  must  be  said,  that  the  choice  made  is  not  a 
matter  of  equal  indifference  with  them  as  with  us ;  for 
if  tbe  ipanctured  garment  be  spoiled  in  the  making,  the 
imschief  is  irreparable,  it  must  be  worn  with  all  its 
fiiuks  die  whdc  life  through. 

For  performing  the  operation,  the  artist  uses  the  wing 
bone  ox  a  tro{»c  bird,  phacttm.  (gtkereu&,  which  is  jag» 
ged  and  poimed  ai  the  end  after  tbe  manner  of  a  comb,^ 
sometiBies  in  die  form  of  a  crescent,  sometimes  in  a 
^traitlme,  and  lar^  or  sriialler  according  to  xhe  figures 
winch  the  artist  intends  to  mak^.  Thk  instrument  is 
fixed  into  a  bamboo  handle  'about  as  tliick  as  the  linger, 
with  which  the  puricturcr,  by  means  of  another,  cane, 
strikes  so  gently  and  so  dexterously,  that  it  scarcely 
pieroes  througb  the  i»kiiu  The  principal  strokes  of  th« 
figures  to  be  tattooed  are  first  bketchtd  upon  ti>e  body 
ivith  the  same  d*  e  thai  is  afterwards  rubbed  into  the 
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punctures,  to  serve  as'j^irides  in  tiie  nse  of  the  instni« 
ment.  The  punctures  being  made  so  that  the  blood 
and  lymph  ooze  through  the  orifice,  a  thick  dye,  com- 
posed of  ashes^  from  the  kernel  of  the  burning-nut, 
aleurites  trilobp^  mixed  with  water,  is  rubbed  in.  This 
occasions  at  first  a  slight  degree  of  smarting  and  inflam- 
mation, it  then  heals,  and  when  the  crust  comes  off,  sdT- 
tcr  some  days  d^c  bluish  or  blackish-blue  figure  appears. 

As  soon  as  the  inliabitant  of  Nukahiwa  s(pproach^ 
towards  the  age  of  manhood^  the  operation  di  tattoo- 
ing is  begun,  and  this  is  one  of  the  most  important 
epochs  of  his  life.  The  artist  is  sent  for,  and  the  a] 
ment  made  with  him  that  be  is  to  receive  so  many 
as  hb  pay  ;  the  number  is  commonly  regubted  acct 
ing  to  the  wealth  of  idie  person  to  be  tattooed,  and  the 
quantity  of  decoration  bestowed  is  regulated  by  the 
pay.  '  While  we  were  at  the  bland,  a  son  of  the  cKief 
katanuah  was  to  be  tatooed.  For  this  puqx>se,  as  be«» 
longing  to  the  principal  person  in  the  island,  he  was  put 
into  a  separate  house  for  several  weeks  which  was  ta* 
booed;  that  is  to  say,  it  was  forbidden  to  every  body, 
except  those  who  were  exempted  from  the  tiAoo  by  fab 
father,  to  approach  the  house.  Here  he  was  to  remain 
during  the  whole  time  that  the  operation  continued. 
All  women,  even  the  mother,  are  prohibited  fi-om  see- 
ing the  youth  while  the  taboo  remains  in  force.  Both 
the  operator  and  the  operatee  are  fed  with  the  very  best 
food  during  the  continuance  of  the  operation :  to  Ae 
former  these  are  days  of  great  festivity.  In  the  first 
year  only  the  ground- work  of  the  principal  figures  upon 
the  breast,  arms,  back,  and  thighs,  is  laid;  and  in  do- 
ing this,  the  first  punctures  must  be  entirely  healed, 
and  the  crust  must  have  come  off  before  new  cmes  are 
made.  Every  single  mark  takes  three  or  four  days  to 
heal ;  and  tlie  first  sittings  as  it  may  be  called,  common- 
ly lasts  three  or  four  weeks. 

While  the  patient  is  going  through  the  operation,  be 
must  drink  very  little,  for  fcar  of  creating  too  much  in- 
flammation, and  he  is  not  allowed  to  eat  early  in  the 
morning,  only  at  noon  and  in  the  evening.  When  oncf? 
the  de.corations  are  begun,  some  addition  b  constantly 
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nadetathem  art  kitertds  of  from  liwcc  to  Ax  months^ 
and  tbb  b  not  unficqueody  contbued  for  thi^  or  for- 
ty jtars  before  die  ivlK)fe  tattodng  b  co^  W6 
saw  iome old  men  of  tke higher  nnks,  who  werepunc* 
tuted  over  and  over  to  such  a  degree,  that  th^i  outlined 
of  each  separate  figore  were  scarntyto  be  diistinguishr 
cd,  and  the  body  rad  an  almost  negro-like  apoearance. 
This  IS,  according  to  the  general  ido^  d^  lieigfat  of  per- 
fecdoD  in  omamenti  probably  because  die  cost  cf  h 
has  been  vctygreat,  and  h  therefore  riiews  a  person  of 
snpecladve  wvaldi.  It  is  ungulv,  that  the  men  of  dis* 
tioctioo  should  place  their  gmtificadon  in  acquiring  this 
daik  hue,  wlufe  die  women  place  theirs  in  preservfeg 
tbdr  or^^nal  fiur  complexion  uninjured. 

Thetattooipgof  personam  a  middling  stadcn  is  per* 
famed  m  houses  erected  for  the  purpose  by  die  tattoo* 
en,  and  teAtxMf  by  audiorinr.  A  tattooer,  who  vkited 
us  several  dmcs  CD  faoatd  die  diip,  had  three  of  dieae 
houses^  wfaidi  oouU  each  receive  eighltor  ten  persona 
dtadrae:  they  paid  for  their  decoTaSons  according  to 
tfaefl^tarcrl^quan^of  them^  and  to  the  trouble 
dg  figures  required.  Ine  poorer  islanders,  who  have 
not  a  supmbundanoe  of  hogs  to  dispose  of  in  luxu- 
riesi  but  live  duefly  dicmsdves  upon  bread-fruit,  are 
opcrttcd  upon  by  novices  in  the  ait/vvho  take  them  at 
a  very  low  price  as  subjects  for  practice,  but  their 
wQiks  are  easily  distin^mshaUe,  even  by  a  stranser^ 
from  those  of  an  experienced  artist.  The  lowest  clisf 
of  all,  the  fishermen  principdly,  but  few  of  whom  we 
&iw,  are  often  notable  to  auFora  even  the  pay  required 
by  a  novice,  and  are  therefore  not  tattooed  at  all. 

The  women  of  Nukahiwa  are  very  little  tattcK)ed,  dtf* 
fcrinff  in  this  respect  trom  die  females  of  the  odier 
Soum-Sea  islands.  The  haqd^  are  punctured  froo^the 
ends  of  the  fingers  to  the  wrist,  which  gives  them  the 
appearance  of  wearing  gloves,  and  our  Rovers  might 
very  wdl  borrow  from  them  patterns,  and  introduce  a 
new  fashion  among  the  ladies,  of  gloves  worked  a  h 
fToMngton,  The  feet,  which  among  many  are  tottoo- 
ed,  look  ID^e  highly-omamented  half- boots;  long 
stripes  are  beadcs  sometiqies  to  be  seen  down  the  arms 


of  tbe  women,  and  circles  round  ibeaif  v/kk^  hive 
nrach  the  same  effect  a^  the  brarcclets  worn  by  Euro- 
pean ladies.  Some  have  also  their  cars  and  Ups  tattoo- 
cd«  The  women  are.  not,  like  the  men,  shut  up  in  a 
faioo^c/house  while  they  are  going  through  this^  opera- 
tion, h  is  performed  without  any  ceremony  in  their 
own  houses,  or  in  those  of  their  relations;  in  short 
wherever  they  please.    * 

Sometimes  a  rich  islander  will,  either  fjrom  generosi* 
ty,  ostentation,  or  love  to  his  wife,  make  a  feast  in  ho- 
nour of  her,  when  slie  has  a  bracelet  tattooed  round  her 
arm,  or  perhaps  her  ear  ornamented.  A  hog  is  then 
killed,  and  the  friends  of  both  sexes  are  invited  to  par- 
take of  it,  the  occasiofl  of  the  feast  being  made  known 
to  them.  It  is  expected,  that  the  same  courtesy  should 
be  returned  in  case  of  the  wife  of  any  of  the  |;uests  be- 
ing punctured.  This  is  one  of  the  few  occasions  when 
women  are  allowed  to  eat  hog's  flesh.  If^  in  a  very  dry 
year,  bread-fruit,  hog^  roots,  and  other  provisicms  be- 
come scarce,  any  one  who  has  sdli  a  good  stock  of 
them,  which  commonly  happens  to  the  chief,  ip  order 
to  distribute  his  stores,  keeps  open  table  for  ^  certaia 
time  to  an  appobted  numbor  of  poor  artists,  who  are 
bound  to  give  in  return  some  strokes  of  the  tattoo  to  all 
who  choose  to  come  for  it.  By  virtue  of  a  taboOf  all 
these  brethren  are  engaged  to  support  each  other^  if  in 
future  some  happen  to  be  in  need,  while  the  others  are 
in  affluence.  1  his  is  one  of  the  mo6t  rational  orders  of 
Freemasonry  upon  the  globe. 

Our  interpreter  Cabri,  who  was  slightly^and  irregu- 
larly tattooed  all  over  his  body,  upon  one  of  these  occa- 
sions got  a  black,  or  rather  blue  eye ;  and  Roberts,  who 
had  only  a  puncture  on  his  breast,  in  the  form  of  a>  long 
square,  six  inches  one  way  and  four  the  other,  assured 
us  tliat  he  would  never  have  submitted  to  the  operation, 
if  he  had  not  been  constrained  by  the  scarcity  in  the 
preceding  year  to  become  one  of  the  guests  fed  by  the 
chief  Katanuah.  The  same  person  mav  be  member  of 
several  of  these  societies  ;  but,  according  to  what  v(x 
could  leani,  a  portion  .must  always  be  given" to  the  priest 
•or  mrigician,  as  he  b  calfecl,.t;ven  if  he  be  not  a  mem- 
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bar.  In  a  time  of  scarcity  also,  many  of  the  people*' 
wlio  have  been  tattdoed  in  this  way  unite  as  an  abso- 
lute, troop  of  banditti,  and  share  equally  among  each 
other  all  that  they  ^an  plunder  or  kill. 

The  figures  with  which  the  body  is  tattofted  are  cho- 
sen with  great  care,  and  appropnate  ornaments  are  se-* 
lected  for  the  different  parts.     They  consist  partly  of 
animals,  parriy  of  other  objects  which  have  some  refer*- 
enceto  Aio  manners  and  customs  of  the  islands;  and' 
every  figure  has  here,  as  in  tha  Friendly  Islands,  its  par- 
ticalarname.    Upon  an  accurate  examination,  cui^ved' 
lines,  dianK)nds,  and  other  dcsijjns,  are  often  distin- 
guishable  between  rows  of  punctures,  which  resemble 
very  much  the  ornaments  called  (i  la  Grecque.    The 
most  perfect  symmetry  is  observed  over  the  whole  body. 
Th«.  head  of  a  man  is  tattooed  in  every  part ;  the  breast 
is  commonly  ornamented  with  a  figure  resembling  a* 
shield ;  on  ib^  arms  and  thighs  are  stripes,  sometimes 
broader,  sometimes  narrower,  in  such  directions  that 
these*  people  might  very  well  be  presumed  to  have  stu^ 
died  anatomy,  and  to  be  acquainted  with  the  cpurse  and 
dimensions  of  the  muscles.    Upon  the  back  is  a  laigp 
cross,  which  begins  at  the  necV,  and  ends  with  the  hst 
vertebrae  V   In  the  front  of  \ht  tfiigh  ar?  often  figureis, 
which  seem  intend^  to  represent  the  human  fiice.    On 
each  side  the  calf  of  the  leg  is  ^an  oval  figure,  which ' 
produces  a  very  good  effect*    Th«  ^hole,  in  short,  dis- " 
plajTs  much  taste  and  discrimination.  .  Some  of  the 
ftndercst  parts  of  the  body^  the  eye- lids  for  example, 
are  the  only  parts  not  tattooed. 

The  clothing  of  these  people  consists  of  a  piece  of 
cloth  round  the  waist,  which  among  the  men  is  called 
tscNabuy  but  among  the  women  teweu  or  tetaveu.  The 
women  have  besides  a  large  piece  of  cloth  thrown  over 
them.  .  This  is  done  less  from  modesty  than' to  keep  off 
the  burning  sun  from  injuring  their  complexions.. 
Many  of  them  would  ver)-  gladly  have  §iven  us  their 
cloaks  for  a  piece  of  iron,  or  a  knife,  if  they  had  not 
been  too  fer  from  their  habitations,  and  afi^id  of  being 
tanned  by  the  sun  in  returning  to  them.  A  few  of  the 
men  had  a  piece  of  cloth  hanging  partly  ^^n  the  back, 
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andfastmed  togeAtr  upm  die  breast  or  uxider  die  chto« 
The  bread-fruit,  wbieh  tbrms  so  essential  an  artick 
qf  food  among  tlitost  people,  is  here^  as  in  abnoat  alt  the 
South- Sea  islands,  what  com  and  potatoes  are  b  £u« 
rope,  what  raee  b  in  Indie,  and  what  die  cassava  root  is 
in  Brazil.  This  tree  appears  indigenous  in.theae  islands^ 
and  was  first  known  to  £ur6pean8  throueh  the  great 
English  navtgatorSi  by  whom  the  vast  ArraipeiagQes  of 
t^e  South-Seas  were  discsoirered*  Its  importance  and 
udlHy  induced  the  £i^lish  government,  in  1787,  to 
send  out  an  expeditioii  under  ttie  cbmmand  of  Captaid 
Bli^h,  to  cmrr^  a  quantity  of  the  plants  to  their  West 
India  possessions.  Notwithstanding  the  miscarriape  of 
thenr  first  attempt,  Captain  Bligh  was  ordered  again  to 
Otaheite  for  the  same  purpose,  and  in  1792,  succeeded 
happily  in  transporting  this  precious  gift  of  Provideiioe 
to  tne  west  Indies :  theplants  have  ever snce  flourish- 
ed there  exceedingly.  The  fitiit,  in  size  and  fonVf  re« 
sembles  very  nnich  a  cocoa-nut  or  a  melon.  The  tree 
grows  to  a  great  height,  is  thick  in  the  stem,  and  has  a 
verv  lu3(uriant  fdiage.  The  leaves  are  much  like  those 
of  the  oak,  but  a.j^peat  dcd,  brger, growing  to  the  length 
dr^tfoot  or  a  foot  and  a  half.  .  TI^  fruit  is  not  aten 
raw,  but  roasted  or  broiled.  The  taste  is  different  ac* 
cording  to  the  manner  in  w|iich  it  is  dress^,  but  cither 
n^ay  has  a  consklcr^V^  similarity  with  that  of  the  bana- 
na, only  less,  sweet  and  not  lio  greasy.  It  very  much 
resi^mbles  a  cake  made  of  flour,  butter,  egg,  milk,  apd 
sugar.  It  h^  more  tlie  appearance  of  beipg  a  compott*' 
tioii'of  flour  than  the  banana. 

llic  usual  manner  of  cbokii^  the  fruit  is  tor  make  a 
Ivole  in  the  ground^  and  pave  it  round  with  large 
smooth  stoiies.^  A  fire  is  then  kindled^4n  tli^  middte, 
and  as.  soon  as  the  stones  are  thoroughly  heated,  the 
irthcs  are^cIca^ed  away  -,  bamboo  canes  and  banana  leaves 
are  then  laid  over  tbem,  and  the  bread-fruit  wrapped  in 
;vbam«naleaf  hrid  into  tlie  oven,  which  is  covcicdwitb 
k>a\  cs  and  hot  stones.  The  fruit,  when  roasted  in  this 
way,  and  eaten  with  milk  pressed  from  the  cocoa-nut,  is 
called  rvaitaij  and  is  esteemed  very  delicious.  The 
<;]iici'  of  l^tiohaje  once  brought  m  a  present  of  this  dish. 


asaspccimcnof  the  .cookery  of  .Ua  cqppifirjr,  aad  we  ail 
liked  il  exoeediogly.  Axiotim  way  of  dreasing  tibe 
bread-fruit  is  ,to  take  off  the  outward  ahell  after  it  ia 
roBstodt  and  mix  it  with  water,  or  milk  of  cocoa-nut^ 
withiQmeofthei>utactapc4finr#  TUaia  called  Aa^ic&t 
and  is  alao  very  pkawiL 

The  rqpe  bitad-finiit  will  not  keep  good!  <naiqr  days. 
In  dmes  of  great  abundwce,  tfarrefoiv,  it  b  cut  into 
small  pieces  s  when  a  bote  is  made  in  the  ground  a- 
boot  e^t  Seetloqg  by  four  broad*  and  five  or  six  ieet 
dem^  which  ia  paved^with  large  stones^  and^  the  |>ieces 
of  fruit  thrown  bto  it.  A  strong  ferxnentation  ensues, 
and  fiirflis  a  leaven,  which  will  men  keep  for  months. 
This  fixxl  b  called  fiopoL*  When  it  is  mixed  with 
wairr,  it  makes  a  drink  which  has  very  much  the  ap* 
pearance  and  taste  df  butter- milk,  and  b  extremely  cod- 
ing and  itfiresthing*  There  are  many  other  ways  of 
dresaong  the  bread-fruit,  mixed  with  taro^  with  yalna» 
widi  bananas,  or  other  truita,  concerning  which  I  could 
luA  obtain  any  accurate  information* 

The  animal  food  of  these  islanders  consists  b  man'^i 
and  swine's  fiedb,  io  fish  ^and  poultry.  The  two  latter 
are  not  held  oi  any  great  account.  But  thq  fiesh  of 
swine,  with,  alas !  that  of  their  fi^w*creatures»  form 
vesyesaential  artidea  in  their  pQlitical  ecooomy.  Oa 
the  turA  of  a  child,  on  a  wedding  or  a  funeral,  on  the 
tattMii^  of  a  person  of.  distinction,  at  any  dsnce,  festi- 
val, or  oth^  ceremony,  swine  are  always  killed  in  a 
greater  or  less  number,  according  to  the  ciroumstances. 
Tbey  are  roastacd  in  ovens  such  as  tiave  been  (des- 
cribed for  roasting  the  bread-fruit,  and  eaten  without 
salt :  the  latter  b  unknown  among  these  islanders ;  it 
is  only  aomirtimes  compensated  by  the  use  of  sea*  water. 
Fish  and  shdl*fiah  are  not  held  iq  any  esteem,  and  fowlh 
aretatfaer  kept  for  the  sake  of  their  feathers  than  as  an 
artideoffood. 

The  want  of  variety  in  objects  of  animal  food  seems* 
the  principal  reason  why  a  variety  is  made  by  eating 
slaughtered  enemies,  and  human  flesh  pipcured  by^ 

*  PrdbMj  fiofioi  may  sipitff  food  in  geoeral ;  tor  the  eat* 
kng^oaae,  at  wUl  be  aaea  in  future,  is  called /i^j^^radoo,  even 
though  not  destined  eatirely  to  eating  awine'a  flesh. 
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other  •mcatii*  On  account  of  tfic  Itnpcttance  of  this 
subjecti  I  prc^oaeiha  future  chapter  to  be  somewhat 
diffuse  upon  it.  In  the  time  of  scarcity,  the  pccple  are 
g^d  to  eat  any  thing,  and  content  themsdves  with  rats, 
and  different  kinds  of  'fish  ;  among  others,  medusar^ 
which  are  not  usually  considered  as  objects  of  food« 
We  did  not  obiserve  here  die  custom  common  among 
the  other  South^rSea  islanders,  of  extracting  an  intoxi- 
cating liquor  froitt  the  pepperplant^  pfperlaiifbGum^  al- 
though the  plant  grows  here,  and  the  manner  of  making 
the  liquor  seemed  known  to  them.  Probably  much  of 
the  beauty  and  good  health  of  the  men  is  to  be'ascribed 
to  their  abstaining  from  a  beverage  so  extremely  un- 
wholesome. 

The  habitations  of  the  people  of  Nukahiwa  are  diP 
ferent  in  size,  though  resembling  much  in  their  exterior 
European  Iiouses  of  only  one  floor.  They  are  com- 
monly about  twenty- five  feet  in  fcngth,  and  sixw 
eight  hi  breadth,  with  a  division  across  the  middle. 
The  hinder  wall  is  much  higher  than  that  in  front;  the 
ihrmer  being  tai  or  twelve  feet  high,  the  latter  not  above 
three  or  four.  They  are  made  with  four  strong  posts 
stuck  into  the  earth  at  the  comers,  to  which  are  fastened 
horizontal  poles.  The  sides  are  composed  of  bamboo 
cani»  of  equal  thickness,  placed  perpendicularly  about 
half  an  inch  from  each  other,  and  faned  in  the  inside 
with  leaves  of  the  cocoa-palm,  and  some  sorts  of  Icm 
dried.  TTi^ roof  is  covered  widi  several  layers  of  leaves 
of  the  br«id-fruit  tree,  which  keep  out  the  heaviest  show- 
ers of  rain.  The  entrance  is  in  the  low  wall  in  front. 
Jt  has  ahvavs  appeared  to  me  extraordinary,  that  hot 
only  here,  but  in  the  habitations  of  all  uncivilized  na- 
tions,  the  entrance  should  be  so  disproportionately  low. 
In  cold  climates,  inhabited  by  a  pigmy  race  of  men,  a 
good  reason  may  be  assigned  for  it ;  the  smaHer  the 
opening,  the  more  easily  can  the  cold  be  kept  out.  But 
!t  is  incomprehensible  how  the  custom  can  have  be- 
(!omc  tinivefsal  among  the  large  and  robust  inhabitants 
€>f  warm  climates,  who  iuust  find  the  inconvenience  of 
of  it  very  sen^ly^ 

T))e  best  lK»uses  are  built  upon  a  j^tlbrm  made  of 


quadiangidar  smoothed  9toiies»  Viibkik  sbtnetimes* ex- 
tends seveial  feet  in  Scoot  of  the  house.  This  undoubt* 
ediy  makes  the  habitation  iQcre  dry,  and  gives  it  a 
haDdsoroer  appeai^iKe.  In  these  buildings  one  cannot 
bafbe  very  much  astonished  tp  see  widi  whitt  de:iterity 
die  people  put  tc^getbor  such  immense  stones.  » Tiiey 
areof  a  size  scarcely  to  be  moved  by  less  than  ten*  or 
twelve  men,  uad  ai^  omited  without  any  kUnl  d  cement 
whatever,  ao  that  they  are  absolute  Roman  walls :  they 
would,  indeed,  do  honour  to  any  European  architect. 
In  erecting  a  new  hduse,  thcr  Jie^bours  reciprocaUy 
assist  eara  other.  People  often  build  houses  merely 
for  amusement,  and  those  ivho  are  in  afflueqce  have  fire.* 
quently  houses  or  huts  in  several  parts  of  the  valley  they 
inhabit,  which  can  be  taken  doi^vn  again,  and  •removed 
in  a  few  days. 

The  building  of  ihc  larger  dwellings,  in  which  a  nu* 
merous  &mily  can  live  all  together,  is  the  business  of 
the  mm  and  women  conjoindy.  But  when  a  man, 
without  the  assistance  of  his  wife,  brings  together  the 
stones  that  are  to  serve  ibr  the  ground-plot  of  his  house, 
tbe.  building  elected  upon  it  is  ta(KX)edj  that  b,  the  wo- 
men  are  prohibited  enterii^  it.  Every  affluent  islaifdet 
has  at  least  one  such  tabooMui  house,  which  is  commonly 
at  a  little  distance  from  the  dwelling-  house.  He  suits  it 
entirely  to  his  own  convenience,  and  has  above  all  a 
saite-a^mangerf  where,  removed  from  the  presence  of 
his  wife,  he  can  eat  swine's  flesh  undisturbed  ;  for  this, 
as  haS'bceaalready  hinted,  is  a  food  of  which  the  women 
arc  ratiiy  permitted  to  partake,  and  when  they  are,  it  is 
only  bv  special  grace  and  favour  cf  the  men.  Such  a 
ta/iooJumse  i&  cMed  popoi'^taboo. 

Every  new-buik  bouse  must  be  consecrated  by  a 
priest  or  magician,  or  whatever  he  may  be  called.  He 
makes  an  oration  upon  the  occasion,  which  is  given  in  a 
lai^age  wliolly  incomprehensible  to  tlie  people  at  lar^. 
He  must  then  be  feasted  with  swnne  and  oth^  goqjd 
things,  over  which  he  makes  strange  ceremonies,  and 
sleeps  the  first  night  in  the  new  house  ;  by  these  means 
it  is  for  ever  protected  from  evil  spirits*  Upon  several 
occa^ons  the  women  also  huye  separate  houses  allotted 
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to  tlmi^  pBrticaMy  fo  the  im^  The 

interior  «f  dichoiiaes  isterf  dean^fortheiahafailBnts 
are  bomidl  by  the  kwty  or  by  taboos,  to  a  great  dqgree 

ofdeanliiiesB:  hiffdfrndbdV'^*'^'**''^^^^^^^ 
parts:  inAe  iiat,  whidt  is  the  stBaUest^  tfaete  istiotft* 
kigbiitdiestonepavemeiit  tobeseen;  btttlheottifiirb 
strewed  overwith  a  soft  giasa,  over  which  sormr  mats 
are  laid,  and  on  tfiese  all  the  iiihafaitaiitBof  Ae  hooae, 
without diMinetionofag^ or aez^  sleeps  Thewallsare 
huii|;  roimd  with  dooiMie  ulosfls,  such  as  cahAirahes 
of  di0ermt  sizes^  ooooa^not  shctts,  fishav-iietB,  hmccs, 
slingSi  stihSy  batd&azesy  hatchets^  sunny 
dnuns^  anda  variety  of otitf  artioles* 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


On  the  sikMIftHiitakms  ammg  the  People  of  Wash- 
n^iofifs  Ishmds-'-^The  Chieji^  or  Kings. — The  Me- 
mm  and  Lopids.-— Recapitulation  of  Objects  taboo- 
a?,  ami  t^  the  Occasionron  tohich  they  bikome  so. 


OF  die  social  institutions^  the  wars,  tlie  religion,  die 
character,  and  the  modes  of  thinking  of  these  islanders, 
it  was  difficult,  during  our  short  stay,  to  obtain  accu- 
rate ideasy  so  diat  I  am  almost  afiraia  of  hazarding  any 
IH»tive  opinions  with  regard  to  them.  The  knowledge 
and  judgment  of  our  interpreters  were  besides  so  con- 
tracted,  that  very  commonly,  when  we  endeavoured  to 
establish  any  fiict  by  minute  investigatbns,  they  con- 
tradicted  tfaemsdves. 

We  certainly  could  not  discover  that  there  was  in 
Nukahiwa,  poperly  speaking,  any  form  of  government. 
Roberts  havmg,  as  an  Englishman,  alu^ys  the  idea  of 
a  king  in  his  head,  distinguished  the  chief  who  resided 
m  die  valley  of  Tayo-Hoae,  by  name  Ks^tanuah,  with 
this  title ;  yet  his  power  did  not  appear  to  exceed  what 
belongs  to  a  chief,  and  to  be  very  far  indeed  from  that 
of  a  sovereign.  He  was  probably  descended  from  one 
of  the  oldest  fiunilies,  ana  as  a  distmguished  head  of  a 
house,  had  a  numerous  relationship  and  great  posses- 
sions ;  but  he  did  not  appear  to  exercise  any  political  su- 
premacy. In  his  exterior  there  was  nothing  either  of 
clotlung  or  badges  of  honour  to  distinguish  nim  from 
the  most  obscure  of  his  fellow-citizens,  excepting  that 
he  was  very  much  tattooed ;  but  this  was  a  distinction 
which  he  had  only  in  common  with  many  other  rich  peo- 
ple. His  body  was  somewhat  corpulent  and  unwieldy, 
so  that  he  could  not  with  advantage  have  been  taken  as 
a  leader  in  battle>  in  which  activity  is  an  essential  qua- 

Q  ' 
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Hty.  His  commands  seemed  odf^ughed  at,  and  he 
had  so  little  influence  over  the  inhabitants,  that  heeouid 
not,  at  the  entreaty  df  Captain  Von  Kruaenalem,  keep 
the  people  away  from  ooriratering-place,  or  lay  a  taboo 
upon  it,  Somedmea  he  can^  wim  other  islaiMkfa  in  a 
canoe  to  our  diip,  but  at  othor  times  swam  on  board 
among  the  lowest  of  the  peofde,  without  the  least  ap- 
pearance of  <fislinction  between  him  and  them,  or  their 
appearing  to  pay  die  least  respect  tohi$  dignity. 

£very  district,  wd  every  valley,  c^  the  isfaind,  has, 
acconfing  to  the  as^erdoas.of  opr  interpreters^  its  sepa- 
rate king ;  so  that  in  a  circumfisrence  of  scarcely  six* 
teen  German  miks,  there  mu6t  be,  by  this  account,  fif- 
teen or  sixte^i kings*  These  magistcales,  however,  as&r 
as  we  could  iudge,  seemed  not  to  have  so  much  power 
over  their  subjects  as  ^msong  usa  village  justice  has  over 
his  peasants,  I  may,  thoremie,  wdl  assert,  tlttt  Roberts 
and Cabri  had  made Katamiah  akmg^  and  that  neitfaer 
he  or  die  rest  of  Hk  elders,  neither  tM  rich  or  the  p^or, 
have  any  idea  of  polidcal  soverdg&ty,  of  government^ 
or  of  a  form  of  government.    This  chiefs  the  king  of 
At  valley  as  he  is  to  be  called,  is  inpoasesuoo,  andpro* 
biA>ly  the  heredilaiy  heir  to  several  groves  of  bread- 
fruit, cocoa-nut,  and  banana  trees,  udas  suchia  capftr 
ble  of  feeding  a  number  of  persons.    Tbcy  probably, 
lor  this  reason,  consider  themsdves  as  under  ms  pratec- 
tion,  yet  eveiy  one  sull  remains  his  own  judge*    The 
intercourse  of  the  islanders  one  among  the  other  ia  re* 
gulated  principally  by  the  taboos* 

When  any  one  of  them  kills  another,  wl^db  proba- 
bly may  happen  not  unfrequently  among  a  peqiie  so 
extremely  passionals,  the  whole  feimily  of  the  slain  onite 
themselves  against  the  murderer.    An  open  sxtik  com* 
mences,  and  the,  injured  party  will  not  discontinue  it  till 
either  the  offender^  or  some  one  of  hb  &mily,  is  slain. 
But  as  soon  as  one  is  sacrificed,  no  matter  whether  man, 
woman,  boy,  or  girl,  the  enmity  ceases,  wd  the  mo&t 
complete  harmony  is  restored  between  the  anti^Dists. 
During  the  continuance  of  such  a  family  strife,  numy 
spcf;lators  from  neighbouring  houses  will  loqk  on,  with- 
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0ttt  mj  one  Aifdunig  of  iitterpoamg  to  eftct  a  reccmd^' 

£v€fy  tdander  legulates  hiaifldf  in  fai»behaviour  zvt* 
Gon&ig  to  prejadiMi  and  .cuatoiiiSy  and  hb  -  passions 
are  kmt  in  cfaock  dvough  dfteptf^rootied .  siipcniition, 
tfaitmgn  liear  of  iavMible  spirics,  which  is  atl  compre- 
hended in  Ifaeword  ttibao*  Hence  are  derived  dieir 
laws,  and  toice  what  may  he  termjed  religion  among 
them.  A  brief  aooouni  of  the  objectsof  taboo  vrtHbe 
the  best  manner  of  exj^ining,  in  great  measure,  dieit 
instifutions,  modes  or  Ufe,  manners,  and  customs. 
Had  Robeila  and  Cabri  been  persons  of  inquiring  and 
enligjhtened  mkids^  \kc  nugfat  ptobabty  have  obtiuned 
such  infornuttian  as  would  have  afibrded  important  mtt* 
ter  for  (riiilosophieal  specmlatiooo  ^  instei^l  of  thi^  I 
must  confine  mfself  to  aometriling.obKnrations  which 
1  colkcted  oasoHjr.  ■- 

JPiNt.  The  persons  of  the  priest*  or  Tlmw^,  and 
aU  their  pomembns,  that  is  tfx  say,  their  hotiaehold  uten« 
siia,  impiemeotB, canoes, &(c«  &c.  aretabooed.  Bv  tUs 
is  meanty  that  tey  are  to  bO'ConsideRd  as  holy,  and 
must  not  be  tondKd  or  used  inr  any  body  biitdie  own- 
er. At  first,  k  was  inoomprdiensitde  Id  us  why  some 
ishmdera,  whosecmed  oAerwin  notrin  the  least  above 
the  rest,  would  not,  upon  any  aocount,  give  us  their 
implements  or  ornaments  in  exchange  for  things  wet>f- 
fered  them,  and  which  they  seemed  very  desirous  of 
pnasetstng,  till  we. after warda  fully  understood  tlie  mean* 
ingof  thb  word  taboo. 

Second.  The  persona  of  the  rich,  tmd  of  people  of 
distinction,  ave  tabooed ;  diatistosay,  noonecanstrBie 
or  touch  them  inanv  way  that  wooM  have  the  appear- 
ance of  insult,  without  offending  the  invisibie  spirits, 
and  excitii»thear  uUnost  rage  against  the  oflfender. 

Third.  £very  one,  even  the  fewest  person  in  the  vaK 
lejf ,  who  kills  the  Ugfaest  person,  or  one  of  the  highest 
anmog  die  enen^,  for  such  a  heroic  deed  is  tabooed  for 

*  As  die  aaine  of  priest  or  bigb-priesi  natarallf  present!  a 
religious  idea,  I  shall  call  these  ma|^idaos  or  enchanters,  in  the 
language  of  the  country,  Tauas.  It  would  hardly  be  giving  a 
right  idea  of  their  office  to  apply  tl»e  term  priest  to  them- 
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ten  days.  During  tfds  time  he  can  hate  no  intercourse 
with  his  wife :  he  has  hogs  brought  him  as  presents, 
tndfire  istabodedta  him;  tfiis  means,  diat  another 
must  make  fire  and  eoofe  for  him.  Perhaps  it  b  intend* 
ed,  by  treating  hkn  wid^  this  distinction,  to  encourage 
others  to  pcmrm  like  deeds  of  vafeur. 

Fourth.  The^^Ttorof ,  or  cemetsry,  is  tabooed  towo- 
men«  No  wiwutn,  tberefeie,  can  visit  this  place ;  and 
vfben  she  goes  near  it  she  must  have  a  very  hurge  piece 
of  cloth  tlut>wn  over  her.  If  she  be  naked,  she  must 
keep  at  a  great  distance.  Every  islander  has  amorai 
near  his  hcMUse,  near  to  which  IS  the /<;^la6o0,  or  ta- 
booed eating-house;  where  the  men  eat  swine's  flesh  un- 
]nteiTtj|rted'  by  tjhe  women.  The  morai  of  the  Tauas 
is  entirely  remote  from  aU  other,  habitations ;  and  here, 
cQtnmoDijr,  stea^tered  enemies  are  eaten.  Through 
this  taboo  the  women  are  not  only  prechided  firom  eat- 
ing swkic'alesh^  Imt  the  still  greater  enjoyment  of  eat- 
ing human  flesh.  No  person  can  be  present  at  one  of 
d^  banquets  \Hio  is  not  tabooed,  lliey  are  confin- 
led  to  the  Taiias,  to  persons  of  distinction,  their  rela- 
tions by  name,  the  hero  cf- the  fight,  and  ortiers. 

jy^  Humanflesh  is  tabooed  to  women ;  that  is  to 
say,  tfaey  are  not  allowed  to  partake  of  this  fisast  Some 
instances,  however,'  may  occur  in  which  the  piohibi- 
tion  is  relaxed  r  but  I  could  not  get  any  accurate  inftr- 
mation  what  tbey  were. 

Sixth.  The  wife  of  the  chief  is  tabooed  to  her 
friends,  and  to  all  who  bear  her  name ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  friends  and  relations  by  name  would  on  no  account 
permit  themselves  to  take  any  liberties  with  her. 

Seventh.  The  head  of  every  islander  is  tabooed.  No 
one,  dierefore,  may  step  over  the  head  d[  another  as  he 
lies  asleep:  aiadier  even  may  not  st^  over  the  head  of 
his  son :  nor  may  any  one  lav  his  huid  upon  the  head 
of  another.  At  our  first  arrival  we  Were  very  desiroqs 
oF  stroking  our  hands  over  the  heads  of  some  of  the 
handsomest  men ;  on  which  they  betrayed  symptoms 
of  great  uneasiness  •  and  distress,  and  mformed  us  of 
the  taboo.  This  ordinance  appears  to  have  its  founda  - 
tion  in  personal  security.    No  one  ventures,  in  consg. 
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qoctice,  to  fittupon  another  in  his.6leep,  dr  to  seize  no- 
tber  by  the  head. 

Eighth.  Every  child  from  the  moment  of  its  birth 
inherits  from  its  pstrents  at  least  one  bread<«frixit  tree,  and 
thistsee  is  tabooedeven  to  .the  fiither  and  mother.  If 
the  parents  be  so.  poor  that  tiiey  have  not  a  n-ee  to  settle 
upcm  the  diild,  one  is  planted  for  it  immediately.  By 
this  means  a  provision  is  made  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  child,  since  one  or  two  biead*fruit  trees  is  sufficient 
to  support  a  man  the  whole  year  round. 

JVmiA.  The  great  calehdisbitsereseentiacujetey  which 
serve  as  vessels  for  holding  water,  are  tabooed  to  each 
individual  of  either  sex.  The  women  therefore  do 
not  touch  those  that  belongs  to  the  men,  even  to  hang 
them  up  in  the  house. 

Tenth.  If  any  thing  be  stolen  from  another,  a  hog 
for  malanoe,  and  the  person  robbed  has  a  suspicionr  by 
whom  the  act  was  cimmiitled,  in  revenge  he  taboos  the 
hogs,  or  other  possessions,  dF  the  supposed  tluef.  He 
giircs  the  awine  or  trees  names,  b^  which,  at^ording  to 
Ifae  ideas  of  the  peq>le,  diey  are  bewitched  or  enchant- 
ed ;  and  by  this  means  the  su^cted  person  is  some- 
times compelled  to  leave  the  place  and  all  hb  posses- 
sioos,  and  settle  ekewhore*  The  swine  that  have  been 
thus  bewitched,  natetu^  must  never  be  killed.  Every 
person  of  either  sa^x  can  bewitch  the  finest  of  his  trees, 
when  they  become  tabooed :  thek  property  is  thus  ren« 
dered  secure. 

Eleventh.  The  cloth  that  is  wound  round  the  waist 
of  every  body  is  tabooed.  This  meana  that  it  must 
not  be  used  by  another,  or  be  hung  up  in  the  house 
with  other  thines,  but  must  lie  upon  the  ground,  or  be 
put  upon  a  stiw  in  a  comer  of  the  room :  an  idea  of 
deanliness  seems  to  be  attached  to  this  regulation. 

Twelfth.  The  habitation  is  tabooed  to  water,  or  ra- 
ther water  is  tabooed  to  the  habitation.  Nobody,  there- 
fore, thinks  of  washing  in  the  house ;  noc  must  a  drop 
of  water  be  thrown  upon  the  stones,  or  upon  the  mats. 
The  house  is  by  this  means  always  kept  dry. 

Thirteenth.  The  best  runners  on  stilts,  who  perform 
at  the  pub&c  dancbg  festivals,  are  tabooed  for  three 
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dqrs  before.  Th^do  not,  in  oontecjiienee,  goMl, 
are  well  fed,  and  have  no  intercouite  widi  their  whnes. 
This  b  prdbably  with  II  view  to  iiicitara^ 

Fourteentfu  That  part  of  the  dandng-phee  which  is 
allotted  for  ^  mtiflic,  that  is  for  several  dniniB,  witha 
number  of  singers  and  screamers,  is  tabooed  to  te 
women,  because  these  gay,  resdes  creatures  might  by 
their  vivacUy  disturb  die  music. 

Fifteenth.  The  husband's  fire  is  tidx)oed  to  die 
wife ;  diat  is  to  say,  the  latter  must  not  code  at  a  fire 
made  by  the  former,  or  eat  of  the  food  cocdwd  at  it. 
The  husband,  on  the  contrary ,  may  at  his  plessure  eat 
any  thing  cooked  by  the  wife.  ^ 

'  &xieenttu  lfa.husband  in  the  eveninjg  prepttea^ 
mess  of  bananas  and  cocoa-nuts,  and  leaves  it  to  roast  all 
night  in  the  stone  ovcn^  he  is  tabooed,  and  mtist  keep 
away  from  his  wife,  or  ttediah  wtH  be  good  for  nodung. 

Seventeenth.  .  If  a  swine  happen  to  lie  4isleep  across 
the  footpath  he  is  tabooed,  and  nobody  nmst  step  over 
him,  or  wake  him,  but  must  ga  round.  This  is  pro- 
bably iKcauae  the  lest  of  so  important  an  animal  must 
not  be  disturbed,  and  diat  he  wiU  be  the  fktinr  for  sleep- 
ing. 

Eighteenth.  Though  swine's  fiesh  is  in  general  ta- 
booed to  the  women,  if  a  husband  present  his  wife  with 
a  hog,  wluch  happens  very  rarely,  she  codish  bersdf^ 
and  may  invite  ho*  female  friends  to  partake  of  it.  Or 
if  a  husband  present  his  wife  with  a  sucking  pig,  and  it 
is  brought  up  by  her  entirely,  when  it  is  grown  up  so 
tliat  she  kills  and  cooks  it,  the  fea^  is  tabooed  to  the 
husband.  She  may  then,  without  any  faitfaer  consent 
from  him,  dispose  oi  it  sdely  accorcHng  to  her  pleasure. 

Nineteenth.  Almost  all  fish  are  at  the  time,  when 
the  bread  frirft  is  not  ripe  tabooed,  and  must  not  be 
eaten.  A  superstitious  idea  prevails,  that  by  transgress^ 
ing  this  law  all  the  young  bread-fruit  would^  fall  from 
the  trees,  which  must  inevitably  occasion  a  scarcitv. 
This  connexion  oi  fish  with  the  bread«fruit  is  uiioujr 
inexplicable.  Perhaps  fish  may  be  considered  as  un* 
wholesome  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  thenrfore  the  in- 
habitants  are  by  such  a  tpt>oo  restrained  from  eating 
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{btm ;  or  k  may  be^t  this  b  their  spawning  time,  and 
it  is  lalended  by  such  aa  ordinance  to  prevent  their  na- 
tural  iiiciease  b^ing  intorupted  by  thejr  being  taken  at 
this  period.  It  seems  strange,  howe^er^  that  as  soon  as 
the  bread-fruit  b  ripe,  and  there  b  great  plenty  of  it^ 
te  t^XM>  upon  tlie  fish  ceases,  and  the  people  may 
catch  whatever  they  please. 

Twentieth.  If  a  woman  be  ^Inepaiing  cocoa-nut  oil, 
durii^  &Q  lime  she  b  thus  occupied,  that  b  for  five 
days,  or  pqrht^  more,  she  b  tabooed,  and  must  have 
no  iatercottf  se  with  her  husband,  otherwise  no  oil  will 
be  procured.  The  cocoa-oil  prepared  by  the  wiib  b 
tabooed  to  the  husbsmd,  and  viee-versa. 

Whoevar  transgresses  agaiwt  a  taboob  a  kMnaf  that 
IS,  a  criminal,  and  cannot  ^cape  the  just  .punishment 
c^hb  offisnee :  thb  is  the  immedbte  or  more  remote 
influoioe  of  the  evil  spirit  ./Iamvi,  and  die  priest  Taua  ; 
the  certain  oposequences  of  which  are  sickness  or  sud- 
den death.  If  any  one  shall  q^eak  pro&ndy  of  the 
Tauas,  they  instantly  impart  the  aflSront  to  the  spirits  in 
tbdur  service,  and  a  sudden  death  or  curse  b  the  mevita- 
ble  consequence.  From  hence  it  will  be  readUy  infer* 
red  that  people  firequentlv  die  here  suddenly,  without 
any  previous  illness^  perhaps  of  apoplexies.  This 
seems  the  more  probable^  as  according  to  the  ideas  of 
dbese  people,  and  to  what  Roberts  and  Cabri  said  when 
a  taboo  has  beeo  tran^pneased,  the  faces  are  dbtorted 
by  the  spirits,  and.  lameness  in  the  hands  and  feet  is 
brought  on. 

Such,  and  similar  prejudices  and  ideas  serve  as  the 
foundation  of  aU  $he  mstitutioqs,  laws,  and  religioii  of 
the  people  of  these  islands. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Continuation  x^the  Manners  and  Cmtomsiffthe  Peopk 

ofNidcahiwa. Their  jtntJ^dpokagwn^^'''—  Tne^ 

Wars. — Marriages. — Jiirths.'^Ftpwral  Ceremonies* 
^Magic. —  Circumcision. — Dancing  FeHivali.^^ 
Mtmc.-^  Runninff  on  Stilis.-^Svrinwnng.'^Omls* 
ments. — HousehM  UtensUs. — Piajfihin^s.'^Canoes* 
^•^Miscelianeous  Observations* 


1  COME  now  to  some  other  .maomers  and  customs 
among  the  people  of  Nukahiwa^  and  by  the  descriptiao 
of  particuLu*  &cts,  hope  to  throw  a  farther  Ug^t  over 
their  character  and  habits. 

There  is  no  creature  upon  the  evth,  in  every  dimate, 
and  in  every  zone,  who  bears  such  an  oimtty  to  its  own 
species  as  man*- 

Man  IB  to  num  the  surest,  sorest  foe. 

Let  us  only  cast  our  eyes  over  die  history  of  the  globe, 
in  the  most  barren  wastes,  and  in  the  most  fertile  coun* 
tries,  in  the  smallest  islands,  oron  themostextensive  conti- 
nents, among  die  most  savage  as  well  as  the  most  cultiva- 
ted  nations,  m  short,  in  every  part  of  die  world,  man 
every  where  seeks  to  destroy  nis  own  species :  he  is 
every  where  by  nature  hai^  and  cruel.  The  observa- 
tions we  made  upon  the  iidiabitants  of  these  newly-dboo- 
vered  islands,  who  never,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge, 
had  any  intercourse  with  civilized  nations,  and  who  may 
be  considered  as  children  of  nature,  and  intheir  orig^al 
condition,  afford  remarkable  examples  in  confirmation 
of  this  hypothesis. 

The  sweet  and  tender  feelings  of  afiection  and  love,  of 
friendship  and  attachment,  even  tfiat  of  parents  towards 
their  children,  and  of  children  towards  their  parents,  I 
ii^we,  alas !  very  sieldom  found  atnong  a  rude  and  um 
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ci^Bild  people.  Tlie  Africw  liordes  not  only  bring 
thdr  imooers  taken  m  battle,  but  their  own  children  to 
naifat.  The  sme  thing  is  done  by  the  Kirgis,  the 
Kjlfmuks,  nd  many  other  inhabitsKits  of  the  norui-west 
cosst  of  Anwiciu  And  h^,  at  Nukahiwa,  a  woman 
would  very  readily  have  given  a  child  at  her  breast,  which 
had  been  asked  iiy  us  in  jest,  m  escchange  for  a  piece  of 
won.  - 

Our  passions  are,  dirough  a  higher  degree  of  cultiva- 
tioD,  diRHig^i^eason^  through  more  refined  habits,  and  a- 
hove  idl,ttmHig^relinon,  kept  under  some  restraint;  but 
wfaeiedieseand  consdenoe  ha  ve  no  influence,  man  is  hard- 
heated,  and  capable  of  the  most  hcxrible  actions,  without 
appearing  to  l»ve  any  idea  that  he  b  doing  ill.  In  this 
point  of  view  I  eah  explain  rery  easily  to  myself  how  it  is 
posabk  that  die  people  of  Nukahiwa,  as  well  as  many 
odiel*  savage  nations,  eat  their  enemies  slain  or  taken  in 
battle,  or  in  a  time  of  scarcity  kill  and  eat  even  their 
own  wives  and  cInlAtn.  It  is  an  old  and  deeply  rooted 
custom,  wfaicb  has  been  handed  down  firotn  btiio*  to  son, 
doi,  uvbkk  tkqr  fbetefoi^  tegBocd  with  as  little  horror, 
and  think  as  li^  about,  as  we  do  of  killing  and  eating 
anox.  We  are,  indcedi  rigaided  by  several  Astatic 
nations  with  soarod^  less  hcvrof  for  eating  the  flesh  of 
animals,  Aan^anmb^  nations  are  by  us  m  eating  hu- 
man flesh*  Befiore  I  enter  mope  particularly  into  the 
antitropophagiSBi  of  tine  irfanders,  I  wiH  hazard  some 
general  i«Diiiw  iipioii  the  siib^t,  as  it  api)cars  to  i^ 
matter  of  soficiani  imponanee  to  be  investigated  some- 
what mimildy.* 

Muy  penons  of  speculative  and  philosophic  minds 
doubt,  but  upon  iosufioiDOt  grounds,  thetrikh  of  an- 
thropoplMgissi.    It  ia^  however,  ineontrovertible,  th«t 

*  ISttiing  mj  aUf  mt  Zasbop  between  1^97  aa4  iSOS,  I  ka4 
die  opportunhf  of  esuunbing  a  manuscript  of  J«  de  I^reiro, 
tKe  wM-^uxmn  wMtot  c€  Uie  jA^ra  CocMh-CMnenti:  Some 
ef  ttaa  v«fff  iaiereetiiig  mnA  original  remafte  meite  by  him  npoA 
tbe  ttubfMi  vhidi  X  sia  ahaat  tq  iiiveatlBita  heve  ramaiaei 
stroDgly  impressed  upou  my  mind)  wd  I  wUl  venHbtre  to  incor* 
pormte  them  with  my  qwqs  as  ^M  as  otfM^  taken  from  the 
treatise  of  the  ingeo\o)|;a  ^coflTitSor  Mbfnyfs,  «t  6«ltin|^,  J}$ 


* 
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sihnost  bU  DfitioDs  of  the  world  have  at  me-  period  or 
other  been  guilty  of  this  crime*  Incredible  as  it  inajr 
a|)pe9r,  there  have  been,,  and  aie  stilly  particularly  in 
South- America^  and  in  die  interior  of  Afiica^  as  wdl  as 
upon  its  western  coasts,  pa^k  who  feed  upon  humanflesh 
merely  on  account  of  its  delicacy,  and  as  th6  hdght  of 
gourmandise.  These  nations  not  only  eat  the  prisoners 
tliey  take  in  war,  but  their  own  wives  and  children. 
They  even  buy  and  sell  human  flesh  publicly.  To 
them  we  are  indebted  fgr  the  information  diat  white  men 
are  finer  flavoured  than  negroes,  and  that  Englishmen 
ai;e  preferable  to  Frenchmen^  Farther,  the  flesh  of 
young  girls  and  women,  particularly  of  new-bom  chil* 
drm,  £u-  exceeds  in  ddicacy  thiA  of  the  ^uiest  youths^  or 
grown  men«  Finally,  they  tell  us  that  the  inside  of  the 
hand  and  the  sole  of  the  foot  are  the  nicest  parts  of  the 
human  body. 

The  motives  that  lead  men  to  this  unnatural  practice 
appear  to  be  some  one  or  odier  of  the  foUowiag : 

First.  Extreme  scarcity,  when  there  is  so  great  a 
want  of  food  that  no  other  means  of  supporting  lue,  are 
attainable. 

Tliis  motive  is  the  most  genend  one^  and  is  the  most 
excusable,  especially  if  only  dead  corpses  are  eaten  ; 
for  it  must  be  pretty  indifierent  to  a  lump  of  clay,  whe- 
ther it  be  devoured  by  worms,  bv  animcds,  or  by  its 
fellowrcreatures.  But  although  such  reasoning  may  ap^ 
'  pear  very  plausible,  a  reflection  may  be  made,  which  will 
^  shew  that  even  upon  this  ^und  the  practice  cannot  -be 
'  vindicated.  Loureiro  relates,  that  upon  the  occa^oa 
of  a  great  scarcity  in  India,  when  some  hundred  dum* 
sand  persons  died  of  hui^^er,  so  that  the  streets  and  hall- 
ways were  strewed  ViiHa  dead  bodies,  and  there  were 
hardly  sufficient  numbers  left,  or  strength  enough  re- 
maining in  them,  to  bury  the  dead,  many  persons  took 
the  desperate  resolution  of  saving  their  own  lives  by  de*- 
vburing  those  who  had  ahead^' .  fallen  vjctims  to  the 
calamity.  Some  of  these,  whei>  the  scarcity  was  over» 
and  they  were  no  longer  urged  to  it  by  necessity  had 
acquired  such  an  irresistible  desire  for  this  food,  that 
^Iiey  Would  even  way-lay  the  living  to  kill  and  eat  diem* 
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Among  others,  a  person  who  lived  in  a  forest  upon  the 
hide  of  a  mountain,  conMved  a  sling,  which  he  threw 
round  the  necks  of  persons  passing  along,  and  drew 
them  into  the  forest,  where  he  satiated  his  appetite  upon 
them.  He  continued  this  practice  for  some  time,  till  he 
was  detected,  when  he  was  seized  and  put  to  death. 

On  die  same  occasion,  and  urged  by  a  similar  appe- 
tite,  a  woman  used  to  carry  away  children  who  had 
strayed  from  their  prents,  or  the  people  who  had  the 
care  of  them.  Sne  stopped  their  mouths  and  noses 
with  day,  by  which  means  they  were  suffocated,  and 
she  confessed  that  she  eat  them.  This  was  done,  as 
she  declared,  at  first  from  hunger,  but  afterwards  from 
an  insatiable  longing  :  what  she  could  not  eat  fresh,  she 
salted  and  kept  for  future  eating.  From  these  and  other 
examples,  it  is  deaf  that  human  flesh  is  found  so  grate- 
ful,  that  those  who  have  once  eaten  it  can  with  difficulty 
abstaiit  from  it ;  and  from  this  circumstance  a  strong 
condusion  may  be  drawn  against  the  morality  of  even 
eating  a  corpse  in  times  of  the  greatest  scarcity,  or  pres- 
sed by  the  most  gnawing  hunger. 

There  are  many  undeniable  instances  of  anthropopha^ 
Rism,  not  only  among  barbarous,  but  even  among  civi- 
lized nations.  One  d*  the  most  remarkable,  as  well  on 
account  of  the  antiquity  of  the  circumstance  as  of  the 
number  implicated  in  it,  is  to  be  found  in  the  third 
book  of  Herodotus.  "  Cambyses,  King  of  Persia,"  he 
says,  **  incensed  at  the  contemptuous  answer  sent  him 
by  the  King  of /Ethiopia,  on  the  subject  of  the  Icthy- 
ophagi,  his  ambassadors,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  army,  determii^d  to  avenge  the  a&ont.  He 
set  forwards  for  Ethiopia ;  but  as  his  route  lay  over 
long  sandy  deserts,  his  army  began  to  be  distressed  for 
want  of  food.  At  first  they-'appeased  their  hunger  by 
killing  their  horses  and  beasts  of  burden,  and  then  eat 
the  plants  that  grew  in  the  way  ;  but  as  the  latter  were 
very  thinly  scattered  over  the  deserts  of  Africa,  tfiey 
were  at  last  constrained  to  kill  every  tenth  man  for  the 
nourishment  of  the  rest.  In  this  way  the  greatest  part* 
of  the  army  was  dcstroye;l :  the  king  was  in  coitse- 
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qaenoe  ooniMikd  to  abwidon  the  ctiterpiiiie^  aftdtftim 
borne  widi  the  smaU  mnainsc^  it'* 

The  mm  of  Nukaluwa,  as  Roberts  sud  CaM  asawsd 
US|  will,  m  times  of  scard^ykiU  and  eat  tbdrwms  and 
childbei^  but  not  utdflm  Dressed  to  k  by  the  utmost  oew 
eessity.  Tl^  ridi  islaiidcra,  that  ist  those  who  possess 
a  superabundanoe  of  psoviMons^  ap|mr  exempted  £tora 
being  made  the  sacr^oe  tf  sudi  a  calamity  ;  at  leai^  m 
that  which  happc^ied  not  many  monUiabeSase  our  aniyal^ 
no^oneof  KatuHKih's  fimuiy  had  been  shughtered.  On 
the  cootraryj  he,  from  h)a  own  stores,  supported  twen^-, 
ax  persons.  It  seems,  therdfors,  areasonable pcesump- 
tion  dmt  the  tattooing  and  fiMtii^  soqietics  bad  their 
origin  in  m  endeavour  to  suppress,  as  much  as  possibfe^ 
this  horrid  and  unnatural  practice. 

Secondfy.  Another  motive  for  anthn^c^ha^sm  is. 
the  unruly  and  inordmirte  desires  to  which  nuti^  is*  too- 
prone  to  give  ws^.     . 

The  Americans,  i>artiouIarJy  in^  Mexkx),  ootai^y 
werenot  in  want  of  the  means  qT  Uving,^  yet  tbe^  per- 
petually offered  up  human  vicdms  in  great  numbers  t 
and  although  this  waa^  done  under  the  ^jMcpce  of  its 
being  acceptable  to  their  gods,  the^  principal  W  seeips 
to  have  bmi  to  gratify  their  appetites.  On  that  account 
alone,  without  any  pretence  ctf*  religion,  the  Tahuyae  of 
Brazil^  aodother  South- American  nations^  used  to  ^ 
ten  Ae  unhappy^  victims  tliat  fell  into  their  bwdaibr 
some  moaths  before  they  wen  to  be  killed. 

The  J^gas^  a  savagQ  nation  of  Aftiqa^  which  am* 
spread  over  the  satidy  desest^  asr  fiur  as  Uie  Hotllntot 
borders  neartheCapeof  Good  Hppe^  havea  sin^Sar.  cus*- 
torn.  The  Aji:»gos,  likewise  an  Afirican  nation^  wbo 
inhabit  the  borders  of  the  kingdom  of  Qxigo,  kill  and 
ert  not  only  the  prisoners  they  take  froqci  other  n^ifaaia,^ 
but  also  didr  own  counti^men^  first  feeding  th^nnvvdl^ 
m>d  even  giving  them  damties^  that  their  fl^  nsMQr<  be 
the  more  delicate  and  fimdy-ilavowqd  ;  il  is  thcD'plib- 
licly  sold  in  the  market. 

Pliny  lela^  that  the  greater  part  crf'die  S<^t]uan*and 
Tartar,  tribes  in  Asia  were  anthropophagists ;  and  ^ve 
arc  assured  by  the  latest  navigators  that  tHe  same  is  the 
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case  wkh  K^gard  ta  almost  ^  the  South^Sest  islandex^ 
In  Ewrope  it  i&trur,  to  the  best  of  ouv  knowledge,  tfai$ 
practiee  does  not  now  exist  any  wheit ;  but  Pliny  saysi. 
that  in  sQckne  times  hmBaa  flesh,  was  eaten  by  th«^ 
LestiigoQs^  a  people  of  Italy.  The  saose  h  ^serted  fc^ 
Snbo  of  the  Hibernians,  whom,  we  commonly  call 
Indimen  ;  and  Coeliida  Rhodiiginus  saysy  that  it  wai& 
the  practice  also  among  their  neighbours  the  Scotch. 
It  is  extremely  probabte  that  ail  our  fofefathons,  when 
they  were  at  the  lowest  step  ofctvifizatlonv  wece  antlira- 
pophigists* 

IKrc^  Anotbep  motive  assign^  for  this  practice^ 
and  the  niost  extraorAnary  of  all;  since  it  appears  the 
mostoontiary  to  nature  and^  aoiuid  reason,  is  to  be 
found  among  some  andent  tiibes.  Under  the  pretence 
of  humai^,  man  becomes  inhmnan  :  in  the.perstia- 
sioa  that  be  is  performing  suvact  q£  love  and  truths  he 
assumes  Ibe  part  of  an  enemy  ^  o£  a  monster  of  cruelty* 

What  18  mott^  valuable  tl»n  life  ?  And  whose  liyes 
ougbt  we  to  be  90  ansious  to  preserve  as  those  of  our 
parents. ami  nelatioiis?'  Yttthe?  Maasagetie,*  an.  eastern, 
nation,  of  antic^ity^  inhabiting  the  &rthcr  side  ol^  the* 
Caspaa  Sea^  against  whom^  acccx^ding' to  Herodotus^. 
Cyrus,  undertook  a  campaign,  were*  strangers  to  a  duty 
so  implanted  in  our  nature*  Of  diese  barboroud^peopl^. 
Utrodotus  says,  in  the  first  book  of  h]&  history,  dkat 
^vhenany  of  them-  arrived  at  a  decrepit  old  age,  their- 
sons  and  other  rdai&ons  united!  to  put  the  pooff  okl; 
people  to  death.  They  dien  mixed:  their  ftesh  with  thei 
entrafls  of  odier  amonls,  and  made  a  gneal  feast^  at 
wfaicta  tfaeyt  were  extremley  joyous,  boastingptfaat  thejr 
had  interred  their  relation  ilt  their  own  entrfms^  the  most: 
honoursddeand^resMCtfid  manner  in  wUeh  he  couid^br 
disposed  ofw  We  find  the  same  tbiag  conirmcd  bf^* 
other  writers,  rarticalarly  Eomponius  Meld.,  He  says^ 
spedQDgf«£aScythian(tnbevwnom  he  calls  the:  £s&ei» 
dooiaosy  and  who  Irrodupon  the  borders  of  the  Palus? 
Masotis :  **  Essedmes  funera  parentum  losti  e€  victimii 
4ie  fi^H6  caitu  JamHkirium  exci^itmtj  corpora  ipsa  ianiata 
€t  cctsis  pecomm  viscmbns  tmmiocta  epufantio  consu*' 
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munV^*  The  Mas^agetse  and  Essedonians  were 
therefore  agreed  in  eating  their  nearest  relations  amid 
rejoicings  at  a  jovial  feast.  It  may  be  made  a  question 
whether  our  German  saying  of  ^^  eating  any  body 
through  lave^'*'  may  nbthave  arisen  from  a  tradition  re- 
ferring  to  those  ancient  times  ;  since  it  is  certain  that 
our  forefathers^  equally  with  the  above-mentioned  tribes, 
followed  this  custom. 

Fourthly.  ^  A  farther  motive  for  anthropophagism  Ts 
hatred,  contempt,  and  a  thirst  of  revenge. 

In  Cochin-Chma,  It  was  ordered  by  law,  that  all  re<» 
bels,  when  their  guilt  was  established,  should  be  put  to 
death,  and  their  flesh  eaten  by  the  fidthful  subjects,  par- 
ticularly those  immediatdy  about  the  king.  At  the  time 
when  J.  de  Loureiro  was  m  the  country^  such  an  exe- 
cution took  place.  The  male  culprits  were  beheaded^ 
the  female  ones  were  strangled,  according  to  the  sen- 
tence passed ;  the  soldiers  on  guard  about  the  palace 
then  each  of  them  cut  off  a  piece  of  flesh  from  the  dead 
bodies,  and  sticking  it  in  an  unripe  lemon,  swallo^ved  it 
raw.  As  the  size  <^  the  piece  of  flesh  was  however  not 
defined,  and  the  nation  seemed  to  feel  great  horror  at 
the  sentence,  the  most  cunning  took  an  opportunity  of 
letting  the  piece  of  flesh  slip  out  between  their  fingers, 
and  swallowed  only  4he  lemon. 

Nearly  at  the  same  time  the  people  of  Cochin*  China 
were  makmg  War  upon  spme  mountaineers  called  Mo  is, 
who  live  to  the  west  of  dieir  country,  and  often  midce 
hasty  inroads  into  it.  The  general  marched  with  an 
army  to  the  mountains ;  but  as  he  could  not  reach  the 
enemy  on  account  of  the  inaccessible  nature  of  the  ground , 
firom  anger  and  revenge,  he  ordered  two  prisoners,  who 
had  bem  taken,  to  be  put  to  death,  and  compelled  lus 
soldiers  to  eat  them.  The  same  Loureiro,  being  in 
the  year  1777  on  board  an  English  ship  of  war  in  the 
harbour  of  Teirao,  in  order  to  leave  Cochin*Chiria,  a 
party  of  rebels  came  down  under  the  conduct  of  a  cele- 

*  The  Esaedooians  rejoice  at  the  decease  of  their  parents, 
and  banquet  upon  their  bodies,. with  their  acquaintance,  at  a 
festive  meeting,  cutting  them  to  pieces,  and  mixing  them  up 
with  the  entrails  of  beasts.  ,  '1 , 
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brated  leader,  by  name  Nhae,  and  having  seized  upon 
several  personst  particularly  one  who  was  much  in  the 
king's  confidence,  and  who  had  been  a  great  enemy  to 
them,  as  a  proof  of  their  hatred  they  tore  out  his  liver, 
and  eat  it.  The  Coqhin- Chinese  give  a  (X'oof  how 
much  they  are  addicted  to  this  kind  of  outrage,  by  say- 
ing, when  they  wish  to  express  their  hatred  of  a  per- 
son veiy  strongly,  "  /  wish  I  could  eat  his  Lver  or 
kisJksL'' 

.  Among  many  other  nations,  a  common  way  of  ex- 
pressing 2Xi  eager  desire  of  revenge  is  to  wish  that  they 
coukl  £*ink  the  blood  of  their  enemies  ;  and  our  Ger« 
man  expression,  to  be  blood-thirsty ^  comes  perhaps  fi'om 
the  time  when  our  f<n^fathers,  out  of  revenge,  literally 
assuaged  their  thirst  with  the  blood  of  their  enemies  in- 
stead ofgrapes* 

The  Frenchman,  Cabri,  whom  we  found  upon  tlie 
island  of  Nukahiwa,  and  who  indeed  had  lost  all  ap- 
pearance of  an  European  education,  asserted  that  he  had 
never  eaten  the  enemies  whom  he  had  taken,  only  ex^ 
changed  them  for  svoine ;  zxi^  Roberts  supported  his 
assertion.  Notwithstanding  this,  I  am  disposed  tcA* 
think  that  a  man,  m4io  had  in  other  respects  incorpora- 
ted himself  so  entirely  with  the  natives,  who  might  be 
said  to  be  both  morally  and  physically  transformed  into 
a  savage,  who  himself  confessed  that  he  went  out  hunt- 
ing on  purpose  to  catch  men,  and  exchange  them  for 
swine,  and  thought  this  excellent  pastime, — 1  cannot 
help,  I  say,  being  much  disposed  to  think  that  such  a 
man  was  v^t^  capable,  when  he  had  caught  his  prey,  of 
eating  it  in  company  with  his  new  brethren.  He  would 
even  have  made  himself  an  object  of  ridicule  if  he  had 
left  this  daiQty,  procured  with  so  much  labour,  to  be 
eaten  by  his  comrades  alone  ;  and  though  Roberts  ex* 
culpated  him  from  such  a  crime,  this  is  not  convincing ; 
for  Cabri  was  cunning  enoiugh  not  to  have  informed 
his  enemy  of  the  banquet,  or  invited  him  to  it,  and 
the  thing  might  therefore  be  done  without  his  know-  • 
ledge. 

It  is  a  well  established  fact,  that  the  people  of  Nuka^ 
hiwaeat  their  friends  if  pressed  by  hunger,  and  tlieir 
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enemies  from  hatred  or  custom.  The  Tauas  or  priests, 
do  still  more.  They  orten  regale  themselves  with  hu- 
man flesh  merely  from  the  delight  they  take  in  it.  FoT 
this  purpose  they  make  a  semblance  as  if  they  were  un* 
der  the  influence  of  a  spirit,  and  after  various  grimaces 
and  contortion^,  appear  to  fall  into  a  deep  sleep.  This 
they  take  care  shall  always  be  done  in  such  {daces  and 
on  such  occasions  aSi  that  there  may  be  abundance  of 
spectators.  After  sleeping  a  short  time,  they  wake  sud* 
denly,  and  relate  to  the  people  around  what  the  ^irit 
has  dictated  to  them  in  their  dreams.  The  command 
sometimes  happens  to  be,  that  a  woman  or  a  man,  a 
tattooed  or  an  untattooed  person,  a  &t  or  a  lean  one,  an 
old  man  or  a  youth  out  of  the  next  valley,  or  from  the 
next  river,  must  |be  seized  and  brought  to  them.  The 
people  to  whom  this  is  related  immediately  post 
themselves  in  some  ambush  near  a  foot*path,  or  a 
river  that  abounds  with  fish,  and  the  consequence 
is,  that  the  first  person  who  comes  that  way,  bearing 
any  resemblance  to  the  description  given  as  seen  in  me 
dream,  is  taken,  and  brou^t  to  the  Taua's  morai,  and 
eaten  in  company  with  his  taboo  society*  It  depends 
also  frequently  upon  the  Taua  to  determine  whether 
any  enemies  shall  be  taken  prisoners,  and  how  many. 

If  a  Taua  be  ill,  one,  two,  or  three  inhabitants  of  aa 
enemy's  valley,  according  to  the  degree  df  his  illness, 
are  taken  prisoners,  to  be  sacrificed  as  oflferings  to  his 
luxurious  appetite.  Does  the  Taua  recover,  'tis  wdl ; 
if  not,  the  sacrifice  must  be  repeated ;  and  if  he  die  at 
last,  the  whole  valley  participane  in  the  event ;  a  war  is 
commenced,  and  as  many  pnsoiia:^  as  can  be  laid  hold 
on  are  seized,  not  by  secret  ambushes,  but  by  c^>en  vio« 
lence,  being  considered  as  enemies  merelv  because  tfae|r 
inhabited  the  other  side  of  the  river.  It  only  «  sinrie 
n)an  or  wc»nan  be  taken,  the  victim  is  carried  to  ttie 
moral,  and  eateq  there. 
The  conqueror,  or  hero,  who  kills  an  enemy,  has  tjbtt 
*  head  as  his  portion ;  he  cuts  it  off  imix^diately^  parts  the 
skull  asunder  at  the  sutures,  and  swallows  the  Uood  mod 
braiiis  upon  the  spot.  The  skull  is  afterwards  cleaned 
from  the  flesh,  ornamented  with  hog's  bristles,  and^the 
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deavour  to  seize  neighbours  with  whom  ihey  are  at 

•  mity.  . 

When  a  wonkan  is  near  child-birth,  a  small  ta6o(h 
house  is  built  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the .  dwelling  ; 
this  custom  seems  to  originate  in  cleanliness.  The 
mother,  or  some  other  near  relation,  manages  the  busi- 
ness of  the  delivery,  at  which  none  but  women  are  al- 
lowed to  be  present.  A  large  piece  of  ^  .cloth  which 
tliey  make  from  the  paper-mulberry-tree  is  spread  upon 
the  ground,  and  anodier  piece  is  thrown  ovor  ttie  per- 
son to  be  delivered.  The  mother  goes  out  immediate- 
ly, after  the  birth,  and  the  first  place  she  goes  to  is  the 
nearest  stream,  the  child  being  carried  thimer  also,  but 
not  by  herself,  and  there^4)0th  are  well  washed.  Deco- 
rum requires  that  a  hog  should  be  killed  upon  this  occa- 
sion;  wad  some  da^rs  after,  when  the  navel-string  fidls, 
another  is  kilkd.  The  former  is  generally  eaten  by  the 
&thei;^  alone,  buf  the  near  friends  are  invhed  to  partake 
.of  the  latter. 

The  delivery  is  easy,  and  commonly  takes  place  in 
half  an  hour ;  very. rarely  indeed  does  it  last  an  hour. 

*  Some  instances  do  however  occur  ci  severe  labours, 
arising  from  the  unnatural  situation  of  the  child,  or  the 
opposition  of  some  part  of  the  extremities.  The  mo- 
ther almost  universallv  tabes  care  of  the  child  herself, 
though  somedmes,  when  ^  is  very  much  occupied, 
she  will  consign  it  for  a  short  time  to  the  cart  of  anc^ther . 
No  particular  length  of  time  is  fixed  for  suckling  it ;  in 
general,  children  are  not  weaned  till  they  can  go  alone, 
and  many  not  till  they  can  speak;  Some  are  early  fed 
with  other  food,  which  generally  consists  of  popoi ;  or 
in  a  few  months  after  the  birth,  raw  fish  is  given  them. 

Young  unmarried  girls  may  unhindered,  unpunish- 
ed, and  without  dishonouring  their  &milies,  vield  to 
their  propensiti€;js  to  gallantry ;  but  as  soon  as  tbev  en- 
ter into  the  state  of  matrimony,  aH  intercourse  wim  any 
other  men,  except  their  husbands,  is  strictly  forbidden. 
As  the  stave  of  her  husband,  the  infidelity  of  a  wife  is 
then  punished  with  stripes,  or  she  is  discarded.  The 
:i^ucer  is  secretly  punished  at  the  pleasure  of  the  hus- 
band, but  never  publicly.    This  is  a  pbin  proof  tliat 
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tient  recovers^  if  not,'thiere  is  no  hope  for  him,  for  the 
spirit  then  supports  the  .enemy,  and  aothiiig  can  ap» 
pease  him. 

The  fear  of  enchantment  and  the  influence  of  spirits 
h  the  great  rein  by  which  the  passions  of  these  pemfe 
^are  kept  under  any  kind  of  restrsdnt.  Roberts  assuredf 
ixSj  that  he  often  thieatened  them  with  setting  hb  spirit 
to  work,  and  that  by  such  a  menace  he  -Could  generaUy 
make  tliem  do  whatever  he  wanted,  because  tiKy  were 
afraid  that  he  would  bring,  a  numba:  c^  European  ships 
among  them,  and  put  an  end  in  a  moment  to  their  very 
existence. 

The  Tauas,  according  to  the  popular  belief,  are,  from 
their  vast  knowledge  of  magic,  enabled  to  discover  the 
origin  of  many  diseases.  When  any  one  finds  himself 
indisposed,  he  sends  for  a  Taua,  who  strokes  bis  liand 
three  times  over  the  patient's  breast,  and  pretends  tfiat 
by  this  means  he  forces  away  the  spirit.  Cabri,  indeed, 
assured  me  with  the  utmost  seriousness,  so  deeply  had 
superstition  taken  possession  of  his  mind,  that  he  him- 
self had  heard  the  spirit  in  the  palm  of  the  Taua's  hand, 
where  he  sometimes  whittles  very  loud.  He  added, 
diat  when  the  Taua  asks  why  he  has  made  the  man  ill, 
the  spirit  answers  in  a  language  only  known  to  the 
Taua ;  but,  accordbg  to  his  account,  the  reason  g^ven 
generally  seems  to  be,  that  the  man  has  transgressed  a 
taboo,  perhaps  taken  some  bread-fruit  or  cocoa-nuts 
from  a  tabooed  tree.  It  then  remains  for  him  to  dictate 
what  number  of  swine  must  be  given  by  the  ofiender 
to  atone  for  his  transgression,  and  to  restore  the  taboo, 
without  which  he  cannot  recover.  These  peace^oflS^- 
kigs  are  carried  to  the  Taua's  morai,  where  d^y  are  eat- 
en to  tiie  restoration  of  the  patient.  The  number  ot^ 
liogs  at  which  the  fine  is  set  is  commonly  in  proportioQ 
to  the  wealth  of  him  who  b  to  pay  them. 

Circumcision  is  universal  among  the  men,  and  is  ge« 
nerally  performed  when  the  youth  is  just  approaching 
die  age  of  manhood.  Till  the  parts  are  entirely  heakd, 
the  person  who  performs  the  operation  is  tabooed,  and 
is  feasted  abundantly  with  swine's  flcsli  9  at  tiie  condu^ 
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sioo,  he  is  presented  with  a  hog.    This  operation  seems 
to  be  peribnned  for  the  sake  of  cleanliness. 

In  days  of  plenty,  these  gay  people  have  a  variety  of 
amusements.  At  the  time  of  year  when  the  bread-fruit 
is  ripe,  so  diat  there  is  great  abundance  of  it,  the  chiefs 
and  principal  people  of  the  valley  make  popular  festi* 
vals ;  for  this  purpose  they  collect  swine,  cocoa-nuts, 
bananas,  and  many  kinds  of  roots,  so  as  to  feast  the 
people  for  some  time.  The  prineipal  of  these  assem- 
blies are  the  dancing  festivals.  The  performers  in  the 
dances  make  many  springs  and  pantomimic  gestures^ 
with  quick  movements  of  the  hands  and  arms^  without 
moving  much  from  one  spot.  It  seems  that  the  people 
of  Nukahiwa^  and  the  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to 
ma^^  other  uncivilized  nations,  mean  to  represent  in 
their  pantomimic  dances  most  of  the  common  actions 
of  Ufe,  as  fishmg,  slinging  stones,  running  on  stilts, 
swimming,  and  the  like. 

At  these  balls,  the  company  appear  dressed  in  all  their 
most  cosdy  ornaments ;  the  principal  of  these  are  de« 
rived  from  the  tail  feathers  of  the  tropic-bird.  Six 
rings  are  ornamented  with  them  which  are  put  on  each 
middle  finger  of  the  dancers,  and  of  some  of  these  al- 
so, mixed  with  feathers  of  other  kinds  and  hair,  a  varie- 
ty (rf*  ornaments  are  ingeniously  made  for  the  hand% 
feet,  hips,  head,  neck,  and  ears.  Though  the  ^omen 
of  rank,  as  I  have  remarked  above,  are  never  seen  at 
other  times  without  at  least  the  teuweu  round  the  waist, 
yet  at  the  dancing  feasts  it  is  expected  that  they  appear 
wholly  naked.  This  gives  occasion  to  many  violations 
of  decorum,  or  at  least  what  in  Europe  would  be 
esteemed  so ;  but  they  are,  on  these  occasions,  consi- 
dered as  perfectly  allowable,  and  contribute  much  to  the 
Oitertainment  of  the  people.  The  same  circumstance 
was  observed  by  Captain  Cook  at  the  dances  in  Ota- 
heite.  Cabri  assured  us,  tbat  only  those  girls,  wives, 
and  widows  danced,  whose  husbands  or  lovers  had  been 
taken  prisoners  or  conquered  in  combat,  and  that  on 
dieae  occasions  they  cut  their  skins  with  little  stones  con^ 
sidering  the  dancing  as  a  token  of  trouble  and  sorrow. 
When  we  consider  that  they  are  oWiged  to  appear  nak« 
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ed,  conCraiy  to  the  usiial  cu^dm,  and  that  they  are 
made  objects  of  sport  and  mockery  to  the  people^  it 
does  indeed  appear  very  probable  diat  the  dancing  is 
imposed  upon  ^em  a^  a  sort  of  penance. 

Tlie  place  in  M-hidi  the  company  dance  is  in  the  most 
level  part  cS  the  valley ;  it  is  paved  with  large  broad  fiat 
stones,  put  togeAer  so  close  and  even,  that  one  could  al* 
most  believe  it  to  be  done  by  an  European  workman  : 
the  place  is  seldom  less  than  a  hundred  fethom  lon^;,  and 
is  tabooed.  At  the  times  of  the  greatest  festivity,  all 
•enmities  with  the  neighbouring  vallies  are  laid  aside,  and 
the  inhabitants  are  invited  to  participate  in  the  g^ety. 
Great  circumspection,  however,  is  used  with  the  strange 
guests  as  to  every  thing  tabooed.  They,  on  their  part, 
never  appear  unarmed,  and  keep  all  together  cm  one 
side  of  the  dancing  {dace,  that  in  case  any  unpleasant 
circumstance  shoukl  occur,  they  may  be  ready  to  ^ftand 
upon  their  defence.  Th^  commonly  have  with  them 
a  sling  for  stones,  but  it  is  bound  about  the  head  so  as 
rather  to  have  the  appearance  of  an  omaanent  than  a 
weapon  of  defence.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  diese  guests 
are  not  ahvay  s  secure  from  an  attack,  since  it  is  not  tin- 
precedented  to  m^e  use  of  a  feast  only  as  a  cunning 
artifice  to  draw  the  victims  into  a  snare,  and  adze  thefti 
the  more  securely*  If  a  Taua  chuse  to  be  inSueiiced 
by  the  spirit,  or  to  fall  into  a  trance,  it  is  a  sufficient  rea- 
son for  all  conviviality  to  cease,  and  for  hostilities  to  be 
recommenced. 

The  music  at  these  festivals  consists  of  a  wild  sort  of 
cry,  and  the  beating  of  several  drums,  some  of  them 
very  lai^.  They  have  the  form  of  an  upright  cylinder 
or  cask,  and  are  four  feet,  or  four  feet  and  a  half  high^ 
with  a  diameter  of  a  foot  and  a  half  of  two  feet :  over 
the  top  is  stretched  the  skin  of  a  shark  :  the  workman- 
ship is  extremely  neat.  The  place  where  the  music  is 
ranged,  I  have  alreadv  observcdL  is  tabooed  to  the  wo* 
men.  Counsellor  Tilesius,  who  unites  with  extraordi- 
nary  natural  talents  great  knowledge  in  many  branches 
of  the  fine  arts,  has  flavoured  me  wirii  the  following  re- 
marks  upon  the  music   of  these  inlanders.     I  am  the 


VASKIVCTON's   I8I.AHD%  145 

more  obliged  to  him  for  diem,  since  I  am  not  myself  a* 
Votaiyof  ApoUo. 

•  It  is  very  remfurkable,  he  says,  that  almost  all  the 
soi^  of  uncultivated  people,  and  even  the  music  of 
European  nations  not  very  far  advanced  in  civilization, 
is  composed  chiefly  of  semi-tones.  It  is  the  peculiar 
characteristic  of  the  music  of  Nukahiwa,  that  it  dwells 
principally  upon  quarter-tones,  not  going  beyond  the  mi- 
nor third  from  e  to  g,  exdept  that  it  sometimes  sinks  in<- 
tod.  The  same  notes  are  sung  by  all,  in  the  highest  parts 
not  going  beyond  the  voices  of  boys.  The  music 
sounds  throughout  droning  and  humming,  moumfiil 
and  melancholy,  and  ccmcludes  in  the  manner  of  our 
choral  music  It  resembles  strongly  the  melody  of  the 
Romish  Kurie  eleison,  which  is  still  sung  in  many 
German  churches,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  monoton*. 
oua  orw  of  the  monks.  The  rising  from  e  to  /^,  and 
sinking  ag»n  from  g  Xo  e,l have  expressed  by  half 
tones,  that  is,  byy*andy*sharp ;  but  they  must  be  quar- 
ter tones,  for  though  the  notes  are  droned  out,  this  dif« 
ference  is  very  discernible.  At  zy^  pAuse  in  a  W(»rd 
or  a  strophe,  which  is  expressed  by  this  mark  ^,  the 
singers  are  silent  for  some  seconds,  and  then  begin  a- 
gain,  the  vmces  rising  by  degrees  from  t  to  g.  This  I 
have  endeavoured  to  express  by  a  diagonal  line. 


This  peculiarity  in  the  cannibals  of  Nukahiwa,  fa 
these  rude  and  wild  childnen  of  nature,  who  certainly 
have  no  traces  of  musical  or  any  other  species  of  culti- 
vation, that  they  prefer  the  minor  third,  cannot  undoubt- 
edly proceed  from  any  other  cause  than  that  it  appears 
to  tl^m  easier  and  more  natural.  How  to  account  for 
the  general  preference  given  to  the  minor  key  does  no^ 
appear  easy,  and  I  have  never  read  any  thing  satisfactory 
on  the  subject  from  the  most  scientific  musicians.  |n 
the  songs  of  the  Russian  sailors,  which  sound  so  pleiK 
sant  at  a  distance,!  always  observed  a  preference  for  the 
Dvijor-tones,  in  which  thev  almost  all  fall  three  to  fpur 
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bars.  They  are  r6gula«d,  however,  dppereatly  by 
the  same  art ;  since,  although  many  are  set  to  minor- 
tones^  here  afid  tb^  evident  transitions  are  obMrable 
into  the  major-toned  to  which  they  are  allied ;  and 
though  after  two  or  three  bars  tfiey  returrt  again  to  th6 
minor-toneSy  yet  the  whole  produces  a  gay  and  lively 
dHfect.  But  as  these  songs  arp  composed  with  mucrt 
more  art,  and  harmonized  for  several  voices ;  as  they 
ttne  always  set  to  a  quick  and  lively  time,  and  as  tlie 
singers  themselves  evince  much  more  notion  of  musical 
science,  they  are  not  at  all  to  be  compared  with  the  nide 
songs  of  the  savages,  nor  do  their  minor-tones  make  any 
fndlimful  Or  melancholy  impression.  Their  appropri- 
ate major-tones,  and  the  animation  with  which  the  songs 
are  sung,  give  the  whole  much  more  life,  and  produce 
cheerfulness  and  gaiety ;  they  are,  m  fact,  an  effusion 
of  8;aiety  in  the  singers.  The  case  is  very  difierent 
witn  the  single  melody  of  the  national  songs  of  Nuka* 
hiwa ;  it  serves  for  deaths,  marriages,  war  sGfngs,  drink- 
ing, Sec.  and  is  sung  on  all  occasions. 

In  what  is  here  subjoined  by  way  of  commentary  up- 
on this  text,  it  is  merely  intended  to  notice  some  cir- 
cumstances which  may  satisfclctorily  e:!cplain  the  above 
phenomena.  In  demonstratuig  the  contrariety  of  feel- 
ings which  compose  the  character  of  these  savages,  a 
clue  may  perhaps  be  furnished  to  the  nature  of  their  na- 
Cional  songs.  But  as  many  things,  which  I  shall  pre- 
sume psychologically  with  respect  to  them,  may  appear 
to  be  included  in  the  sense  of  the  text,  they  will,  in  case 
my  remarks  upon  the  national  character  and  situation 
of  these  uncultivated  islanders  be  well  founded,  only  be 
a  confirmation  of  them. 

Probably  at  first  tlie  people  of  Nukahiwa  only  sun^ 
their  songs  on  their  return  4om  the  fight,  particularly 
when  they  returned  as  victors^  having  not  lost  more  tban 
one  or  two  men,  while  the  enemy  had  lost  ten.  Perhaps 
it  was  originally  hunger  or  necessity,  the  want  of  recruit- 
ing their  strength  afteir  their  exertions,  the  example  of 
their  enemies,  revenge,  or  the  idea  of  availing  them- 
selves of  the  right  of  retaliation,  that  brought  them  to 
the  resolution  of  eating  humaa  flesh.     1  heir  TauoF^ 
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^tMitmStf  wlHlc  wfiioe  jof  the  people,  in  the  sequel,  re- 
quiripg  more  frequent  repetition^  of  like  banquets,  might 
afto-waids  lca4  to  their  introduction  upon  a  variety  of 
occasions  both  religious'  and  irreligious;  andencou- 
ragiog  the  sijnplicity  wd  propensity  to  superstition  and 
maryels  among  tlieir  dupes,  they  might  thus  lead  them 
to  have  recourse  perpetusJly  to  human  sacrifices.  Be- 
come  in  this  way  familiar  witli  them,  the  savages  soon 
appeared  under  the  horrible  form  of  cannibals. 

At  ma^y  of  their  Assemblies  and  public  festivab,  tlie 
song3  are  accompanied  by  a  very  loud  measured  sound, 
which  they  produce  by  pressing  the  bare  left  arm  hard 
upon  the  body,  #nd  vvith  the  right-hand  smkingthe  ca- 
vity thus  made  between  the  ribs  and  the  inside  of  the 
elbow-joint.  These  loud  strokes  fall  in  a  C€xim  mea- 
sure.fi^r  tl:^  most  part  thus : 


inte  joesm  while,  others  strike  the  shoulder  with  tl» 
boUow  of  <the  bs»e  .hand,  while  at  the  ^me  time,  parti* 
i>iiiflr^y  when  tlieicast  and  dance  is.upon  a  solemn  o^\ 
ai^ion,  drums  are  added,  and  struck  with  the  same 
measure  as  ;the  hands.  After  this  grotesque  music, 
wluch^  is.  fbUowed  :by  the  solemn  choral  minor  tpucs, 
the  whole  assembly  begin  to  dan<;:;eitt  aplaos  allotted  &c 

•iSS^'dcrof  the  drum  is  madcof  thehojlow  triwA 
of  a  trcc^apd  U  hasholes  at  the  lower,  whiqh  is  the  m^^Vm 
cad,iliketiiie.»undiog.boardof  a  siringed  instruioept, 
AcQokUng  to  the  greater  gr  lc.^s  de9«  of  tension  in  tb* 
skin,  aodto  the^e  of  the  trunk,  djc  tones  varyin  th^i? 
wlch^bpt.thqr  jtcc  not  .regulated  upw  any  principjc. 
The  drums  are  used  principally  at  funerals,  but  nev^ 
urith/^  dwicing.  These  drums,  and  the  w^r-trumpct, 
which,  together  with  the  cries  of  the  wartiors,  MXge  tj* 
people  on  to  battle,  are  the  only  musical  iostrumei;^,  in 
rlttkahiwa.  The  war-trumpet  consistsof  alargerf^lL 
die  TritM^s  hofn.  murexJrifonis,  which  ;s  prnamentea 
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with  the  hair  of  a  slaug|tfa»d  cneftiy ;  at  tile  smillendl 
IS  fixed  the  shell  of  an  oil-nut  as  a  moudi-piece.  It  has 
very  much  the  sound  of  the  herdsman's  horn,  and  as  far 
as  1  could  leam»  is  never  used  but  in  war. 

The  following  remarks  are  made  by  Counsellor  Tile- 
sius  upon  one  of  the  songs  of  the  peq>le  of  NukiMwa. 
*^  The  subject  of  the  song  is  a  typical  re^eseDtatioiiof 
a  warlike  scene.  One  of  the  peo^  sees  m  the  ni^;hft  a 
fire  upon  an  enemy's  island,  and  asks  his  comrade 
where  the  Jire  is  ?  The  other  answers,  t^cnTauoia^ 
This  excites  the  idea  of  the  right  of  retaliation  exercised 
over  enemies  either  captured  or  slain,  and  fire  is  re- 
quired to  dress  the  repast  intended  to  be  made  upon  the 
enemy.  They  rejoice  in  the  valour  of  their  heroes^ 
with  all  the  circumstances  attending  it,  but  then  inter* 
venes  a  feeling  of  compassim  at  tt^  melancholy  coase*^ 
quences,  and  the  impression  which  the  death  of  die  slida 
must  make  upon  his  wife  and  children,  up(m  his  pa- 
rents and  family.'  The  number  of  days  designated  at 
the  close  indicate  perhaps  the  length  of  time  with  which 
they  are  to  be  fed  with  human  flesh.  It  appears  to  me 
tiiat  this  song  displays  much  of  the  national  character 
of  these  people ;  of  the  strange  mixture  of  good  and 
bad  combined  in^  it,  of  desire  of  human  fleshy  of  cruelty 
and  compassion." 

This  song  sung  in  the  night,  united  with  the  m^« 
sured  clapping,  and  the  sight  of  the  fire  which  fisrms  the 
basis  of  it,  makes  an  impresdon  so  wild,  so  half  mdaii- 
choly,  so  desponding,  tnat  anj  one  might  imagine  he 
heard  his  funereal  knell.  During  a  whole  n%ht  Aat  I 
livas  on  shore,  such,  and  not  more  i^reeable,  were  tdf 
feelings  on  hearing  this  song  unceasingly  sung  by  these 
seemingly  open  hearted  men ;  the  striking  upon  the  arm, 
md  the  hollow  sounds  firom  the  hand  upon  the  should*- 
er,  had  exactly  the  e&ct  of  the  strokes  of  a  passim^* 
bdl. 

The  song  is  subjoined,  as  I  received  it  fit>m  the 
Frenchman  Cabri,  aiid  it  may  possibly  be  right  as  here 
given.  When,  however,  I  afterwards  occupied  my* 
self  much  with  making  a  translation  of  it  word  for  word, 
idid  compared  it  with  the  vocabularly  of  die  language 
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tiMdi  I  liad  coUected,  it  appeared  to  tne  in  many  parts 
erroneous.  If  my  literal  translation  be  correct,  the 
proo6  of  wiuch  rest  upon  the  critical  remarks  I  have 
subjoinecly  I  cannot  concur  with  Counsellor  Titesius  as 
tome  mpture  of  good  and  bad,  of  cruelty  and  com- 
pas^CHi,  which  he  finds  m  the  national  character  as  dis- 

eiyed  by  diis  song.    I  am  rather  of  opinion  that  they 
ve  no  feeling  of  compassion,  at  least  not  in  this  case. 
Tbcy  do  not  aeem  to  think  they  are  doing  any  thing 
wrongs  and  appear  only  to  rejoice  that  they  have  killed 
an  enemy,  and  are  in  a  situation  to  roast  wad  eat  him , 
bstead  of  being  roasted  and  eaten  themselves. 


CABBX'a  TAASSIATIOV.  CBXTICAL  TB4VtIATX0K. 


2.  ITauaUqb. 

3.  ^  eama  ab  ? 

4.  tabcmtaoli. 

5.  Hiftctuhe  ah  ? 

6.  Ttieanuoh. 

7.  TaaeiHitftah. 

9.  OtemM. 
10.  •hmftte'iiHiteth. 
It  itueUM  ah. 

12.  tiUhetah. 

13.  mtce  moi  ah. 
U.  Atalu  ah,  Am^ 


Whtreia  the  light? 
On  Tauata. 
Wherefore  the  light  ? 
To  roast  the  enemjr. 
Let  us  make  fire. 
WehaTefire. 
We  will  roatt  him. 
We  have  him. 
ne  would  By. 
Kow  is  he  dead. 
The  sifter  weepe. 
His  parents  weep. 
His  daughters  weep, 
lat,Xnd,3rd»4th«  ith, 


Where  is  the  lil^t? 

On  Tauata. 

The  li^bt  wherefore  7 
'    Here  ts  a  man. 

Where  is  Are? 

Here  light 

Here  is  the  man. 

Ttie  man. 

The6ying.fish. 

Is  he  dead  ? 

Does  be  weep  t 

Is  he  angry  f 

Is  the  daughter  dead  f 
6ib,  7tb»  8tb»  9ib|  10th. 


Qitical  ffemarks  ufion  the  above. 

1.  IheOf  or  kta^  means  where:  Mma,  the  light. 
The  I  iqppeara  only  to  be  inserted  for  the  sake  of  the 
80Ufld«    jih  is  ofi]en  the  sign  of  a  question. 

2.  Tauatft  is  the  iskuid  of  St.  Christina,  one  of 
Wafibio^on^s  Islands. 

3.  Is  in  &al  the  repetition  of  the  first  line,  and  may 
alaobetoAer^  is  the  ught^oc  the  fire? 

4k  Tau  nmst  mean  to  roast.  Unfortunately  I  have 
not  the  WQvd  in  my  vocabulary,  and  Itherefore  cannot 
ascertain  it  with  certainty  :  enata  is  a  man,  a  human 
being.  Perhaps Hufi  and  rot  m*e  the  same;  the  latter 
means  A^^;  therefore  this . may  be,  here  is  already  a 


tiiaB,Qr^m«iitiQBf»t»kn;  Md  as  •pod  as  these  idUatot 
hare  taken  a  man,  Ac  next  ideatbat  satiwally  praieate 
kadf  to  them  is  to  roaal  hkn. 

5.    ffta  Ao^Mhett^ aa  in  the fiiat lifie»  htihea. 
.   6.    jTitf,  hefe ;  eonui,  the  light* 

7.  Pcxfaaps  thia  :tau  ought  agap  ta  be  /oi.  .Heae  is 
the  fife;  iicfe  b  the  man,  ^o  being  tid(eB,iasiatiifally 
to  be  roasted  and  eaten. 

8.  This  repetition  is  probablf  inoraase  of|oy« 

9.  PrebabJy  figiiratii^.  As  we  have  omn  takcD 
the  Jying^fish  m  thetr  fli^t,  so  is.ihis man  our  wegr* 

10.  This  may  mean  he  isxkadj  or  u  hedeadll  The' 
last  interpretation  seems  to  me  the  most  prol)ahIe)  on 
account  of  the  questions  which  immediatdy  follow. 

11.  X^,  or  fmioA,  means  to  weep.  It  is  more  pro- 
baMe  that  the^estion  heie  is  of  the  slaughtand  enamy 
than  of  the  rdations.  Cabri  translated  tMs  line  dife:- 
ent  ways  at  difierent  times :  oncCi  Me  stme  has  Jdt^ 
anoUier  time,  the  man  is  taken;  in  both  cases  it  »  visry 
natural  that  tlie  victim  should  weep.  Of  a  sister,  ki 
thdr  language  toahme^  there  b  no  mention  here,  but 
there  certainly  is  of  weeping,  which  mp^t  naturally  re- 
fers to  the -eneimr,  and  ^us  stands  |»x>perly  enouffh  as 
an  antitheds  to  tne  tenth  line^  wliich  inquiresji^  hfi.mtfi^ 
or,  does  he  twef  If^the  stone  had  hit  hard,  \i  iras  va^* 
probable  that  weeping  would  be  the  consequence. 

12.  7\H  must  be  a  man's  name :  hei  means  angry, 
incensed.  An^enemy  wounded  fc^  a  atmie  or  a  lance, 
sometimes,  as  it  should  appear,  breaks  aws^,  said  en« 
dcavours  to  saive  himself  by  ttfj^t. 

1^.  ^ki  mesms'the  daughter,  mme^  dead ;  ah  may 
again  only  indicate  a.question.  <  M&i  is,  pevhapsproper* 
ly  s^ied  to 'the  female  ^ssx,  and  the^uestion*  ra^ais^ 
whether  any  one,  either  man  or  woman)  iidl «  vie^tb 
theteonfibat  ,  ' 

14.  Here  foUow^^benumbeiBTliiofh  <enet6  4ail,  «0^ 
wording  to*the'Tancy.  The  proper 'sense^and-sagi^fica* 
tion  of  Ab  1  tio  not  know,  unkss  die  number  ofcae^ 
Biies  slain  ortaken  is  indioatikiby  it. 
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Next  tDifeAcing,  cA^  of  the  &vcyuriie  amoBements  a-r 
nkong  these  people  »  niiiiun^  on  stiles,  and  perhaps  no 
tttioa  upon  earth  can  do  this  wMi  so  much  dexterity 
'as  Ae  kihaMttfito  of  Wasliinigtoi^'»  Islands.  At  their 
t^teai  pubGk)  ftstivala  they  run  in  this  way  for  wagers, 
ifi  wlifdi  each  UkA  to  eroas  die  other,  and  throw  him 
down;  if  this  be  accomplished,  the  person  thrown  be. 
comes  ^  laughing-stock  of  the  whole  company.  We 
were  the  mote  astonished  at  the  dexterity  shewn  by 
fb^ttl  as  they  ton  on  the  dancic^-place,  which,  being 
par^  with  sflicdth  Stones,  must  greatly  increase  the 
dificolty.  Children  are^thoroughly  habttuated  to  this 
excMise,  even  by  the  time  they  are  eight  or  ten  years 
ok).  Pleasuire  seems  to  be  the  principal  object  of  it ; 
oir,  if  it  dkmld  be  alleged  that  the  frequency  of  inunda- 
tions,  and  the  necessity  of  keepif^  up  an  intercourse 
wWi  each  odier,  has  led  them  to  it,  I  answer,  that  people 
who  always  go  naked,  and  are  swimming  about  all  day 
lofig,  have  no  great  reason  to  be  afraid  of  wetting  their 
feetf  aiid  cannot  therefore  make  use  of  such  a  means  of 
keeping  them  dfy  from  necessity. 

The  dexterity  of  these  people  in  swimming  is  ano- 
ther thing  that  excited  no  small  astonishment  in  us.  It 
is  not  easy  to  conceive,  at  least  for  Europeans  to  con- 
cieive,  how  men  have  accustomed  themselves  to  live 
half  the  time  in  the  water.  They  seem  to  be  able  to 
do  just  as  they  please  there.  They  will  remain  nearly 
in  the  same  place  for  a  long  time  together,  as  if  they 
were  standing  upright,  so  that  the  head  and  shoulders 
are  above  the  water,  guiding  themselves  solely  by  the 
feet.  They  will  shell  and  eat  a  cocoa-nut  in  the  water, 
or  bring  a'  number  of  things  for  barter  tied  together  at 
tiieiend  of  a  slick,  which  they  hold  up  high  above  the 
Water,  to  keep  them^  fi-om  being  wetted.  I  have  seen 
^m  swim  with  little  children  on  their  shoulders,  or 
liirow  themsdves  from  high  steep  rocks  into  the  sea ; 
and  they  would  much  rather  swim  over  a  creek  than  go 
a  step  round  to  get  to  the  other  side.  Some  of  them 
would  swim  about  the  ship  for  the  greatest  part  of  tlie' 
day,  without  ever  appearing  to  be  tired.  Mafau,  men- 
tioned before  as  a  particularly  tail  finely  made  man, 
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though  he  bad  never  tUl  now  been  on  boaid  an  £iBY)pe^ 
shipt  of  his  own  accord  ran  frequendy  up  the  main-- 
mast,  and  direw  himself  from  it  into  the  sea,*to  the  great 
astonishment  of  Ae  spectators.  He  bad  actually  gone 
up  one  day  with  the  intention  of  throwing  himself  m»ii 
the  topmost  galloy »  but  Captain  KtoMa^bsm  called  Um 
back,  and  ^would .  not  permit  it.  It  was  impossible  to 
see,  without  equal  shuddering  and  astonishmefit»  how 
he  would  spnng  from  such  a  neight,  mA  balanoet  him* 
self  m  the  air  for  some  seconds  with  yafiset  drawn  up 
against  his  body^  so  as  to  keep  his  head  up.  From  ix 
rapidly  of  hb  descent  and  die  great  wci^t  of  fab  bocfy, 
be  plumbed  so  deep  into  die  water,  that  several  secodds 
jriapsed  oefore  he  appeared  again  upon  its  surface. 

These  people  have  a  gre;at  varie^  of  personal  oroa* 
mc^s,  but  none  which  appear  worn  as  a  particular 
mark  of  .rank  or  dbtinction.  The  head  b  ornamented 
partly  with  a  bandeau,  pardy  with  feathers  and  mother* 
of-pearl  wrought  into  different  fcxins.  They  often  cut 
off  all  the  hair,  except  from  two  small  circular  spots 
just  above  the  ears,  and  then  tie  tlie  long  hair  from  these 
spots  into  bundles,  which  g^ve  them  at  a  litde  distance 
very  much  the  appearance  c?  having  h<»tis^ ;  the  same 
custom  is  almost  universal  among  the  Chinese  children. 
Holes  are  made  in  the  ears  so  l^ge,  that  a  body  of 
three  or  four  lines  in  diameter  may  be  run  through  it. 
A  muscle^ahell  of  an  ounce  weight,  to  which  b  fasten* 
ed  the  fang  of  a  hog  somewhat  polished  or  a  light  oval 
niece  of  bread-fruit  wood,  is  the  great  ear  ornament. 
Large  iron  naite,  a  little  wooden  stick  about  two  inches 
long,  and  various  other  trifles^  are  also  stuck  into  the 

A  very  &vourite  onu^ment  for  the  neck  b  a  sort  of 
gorget)  which  has  the  shape  of  a  horse-shoe,  and  is 
made  of  several  rows  of  little  pieces  of  bread-fruit 
wood  strung  together.  To  diese  are  fastaied,  by 
means  of  a  sort  of  resin  which  comes  from  the  same 
tree,  a  number  of  those  red  and  black  seeds  of  the  ab^ 
rus  precatorMSy  which  the  ladies  iu  Europe  use  so  much 

0 

*  The  manner  in  which  this  U  done  vnAy  be  seen  by  the  plate 
to  pa^e  1 12|  of  a  yonng  map  partially  tatooeil. 
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for  gecklaoea.  Hog's  fin^  or  pieces  of  bone,  or  Thus- 
de-sfadh  of  a  particular  kind  strung  together  in  rows 
widi  the  thrra«  of  the  cocoa-nut,  are  very  common 
as  necklaces.  For  nvant  of  some  of  these  objects  of 
art  I  have  seen  many  of  the  islanders  hang  about  dieir 
necks,  or  sdck  into  their  ears,  a  little  fish,  a  crab^  a  flow**' 
er,  a  muscle,  or  perhaps  any  present  they  received  from 
us,  as  a  na3  or  a  knife. 

Red  feathers,  or  feathers  nattirally  motded,  for  t^ey 
seem  GEisily  to  disoem  any  colour  given  ^lefn  by  art, 
are  esteemed  by  them  of  great  value.  Katanuah,  who 
was  not  in  general  very  ready  to  part  with  his  swine, 
yet  gave  us  one  for  a  small  parrot  whieh  we  had  brought 
with  us  flrom  Brazil.  The  hopetma  is  one  of  the  mosi 
fiivourite  ornaments :  this  is  a  bunch  of  hair  which  the 
men  cut  off  from  the  heads  of  their  wives,  and  fasten 
bddnd  thenu  The  feather-rings  made  from  the  tali  of 
the  tropic-bird,  whkh  are  worn  by  the  dancers,  have 
been  already  mentioned.  Toprocuit  these  feathers^ 
the  people  clhnb  up  the  steep  rocks  at  night,  and  take 
the  birds  while  tney  are  asleep.  They  pluck  the 
feathers  out  of  the  tail  without  killing  the  bird,  that 
they  may  be  able  to  repeat  the  same  operation  when  the 
feathers  are  grown  again. 

Thc;p-  manner  of  preparing  the  c^th  from  the  bark 
of  the^paper-mulber^-tree  differs  very  little  from  the. 
description  g^ven  by  Captain  Cook  as  pracdsed  in  Ota« 
heite.  This  is  done  entirely  by  the  women.  Mak-  - 
in^  the  household  utensih  and  weapons  of  war  is  the 
pnniipal  business  of  the  men.  The  latter  are  wrought 
with  great  care  and  taste ;  the  lances,  the  spears,  and  the 
clubs,  are  ornamented  with  carved  work,  or  with  die 
hair  of  the  enemy  woven  togethef^  very  ingeniously. 
The  slings  are  made  from  the  threads  of  the  cocoa*nuts 
and  other  plants  which  did  not  come  under  my  obser- 
vation,  periiaps  a  sort  of  nettle,  or  the  phormium  tenax 
of  Forster.  About  the  morais  figures  are  to  be  seen, 
evidendy  intended  to  ^represent  the  human  form,  but 
which  shew  that  the  carvem  of  them  have  made  no  great 
progress  in  the  art  of  sculpture.    Much  more  pains 
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Wft  htilbtmtA  upeo  fiahing<»iiet8  than  upOD  the  hooka 
for  angUng;  the  latter  are  ^mple,  and  made  out  ci  the 
shell  GO*  tm  motber-of-ptarl  muscle.  The  bos  far .  the 
jun  or  wind  evinoe  con^derable  neatness  and  mgomi- 
ty.  The  caUibaahes,  wUch  are  used  for  household  pur* 
poses,  are  ornamented  with:  human  and  other  bone^ 
and  with  net-work.  A  sort  of  dish,  resembling 
troughs,  widi  carved  little  figures  of  human  faces,  of 
fish,  and  of  bir^i  is  made  for  the  food. 

Under  the  title  of  playthings  may  be  mentioned  one 
which  consists  of  a  stick  about  a  foot  long  and  an  inch 
thick.  A  hole  is  bored  in  it  at  one  end,  through  which 
is  run  ft  pe^  five  or  six  inches  in  length,  and  at  the  pobt 
of  the  p^  18  stuck  a  little  ball  of  cocoa-thread.  The 
stick  b  men  struck  with  another, .  so  that  the  ball  is 
thrown  up  into  the  air,  and  the  dexterity  of  the  thing  is 
to  catch  it  again  upon  the  point  of  the  peg*  It  is  veiy 
probable  that  they  have  many  other  objects  of  amuse- 
mqit  of  a  similar  kind,  which  may  be  ranked  as  play* 
thii^,  but  no  others  came  under  my  observation. 

The  peoplo  of  Nukahiwa  are,  \n  comparison  with 
other  South.  Sea  islanders,  very  backward  in  the  art  of 
boat-building.  The  canoes  are  from  twenty  to  thir^ 
feet  long,  but  they  do  not  exceed  a  foot  in  breadth,  and 
will  not  carry  more  than  six  or  seven  men.  To  pre- 
vent their  being  overset,  a  sort  of  balancing  pole  is  used, 
such  as  is  often  to  be  seen  among  other  nations.  The 
whole  canoe  is  mean,  and  very  badly  constructed.  The 
planks  to  raise  the  sides  are  fastened  on  with  cocoa-nut 
thread  ;^  the  joints  and  crevices  are  then  stopped  up 
close  with  moss,  and  rubbed  well  over  with  resm  finom 
the  bread-fruit  tree.  In  case  the  boat  is  overset  or  i& 
kaky,  all  who  are  in  it  spring  out,  swim  round  it,  and 
shovel  the  water  out  with  their  hanfds,  so  t^t  they  can 
soon  get  into  it  again  without  dan^,  and  continue  row- 
ing. The  oars  and  rudder  are  oi  better  workmanship 
than  the  canoe. 

MISC£tLANSOtfS   OaSEEVATIOKS. 

Whatever  these  peq>le  begged  of  ua,  as  bread,  bis- 
cuit, si:^ar,  thej  put  to  thdr  ook^  jnd  smelt  like  apes. 
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I  had  many  tiAries  occasion  to  observe  that  their  stneQ 
seemed  particularly  acute.  They  were  extremely  fond 
of  sugar,  but  disliked  the  salted  meat  vciy  much 

As  they  have  no  cloAes,  consequently  no  pockets  in 
vhich  they  can  put*things,  they  would  often  carry  tri- 
fling artjcics  m  Uieir  mouths.  I  was  once  observed  by 
amanseeking'fbr  little  pocket  crabs  under  the  stones 
upon  ihc  beach,  when  he  immediately  took  3ix  of  them 
alive  out  of  his  mouth,  which  he  had  absolutely  caught 
with  his  mouth. 

•  There  are  many  other  ways  in  which  they  display  ex- 
traordinary  activi^^  of  body  besides  those  tliat  have  al- 
ready been  noticea.  They  climb  the  highest  trees  with 
incredible  cderity ,  hot  as  we  do,  with  tte  knees  pressed 
close  to  die.tlrunl^,  but  rather  like  apes,  with  the  toes 
spread  out:  prdbably  their  long  and  strong  nails  assist 
ahem  in  this  very  much.  They  will  climb  the  steepest 
rocks  with  eitreme  facility ;  in  running,^^  ^ley  are  not 
eqtially  expert 

If  tfiey  mean  to  give  a  refusal;  or  a  negative  answer, 
they  stretch  out  Aeir  tongues.  Pointing  with  the  in- 
dex finger  li  a  demonstration '  of  friendship.  When 
two  friends  meet,  ih*y  press  the  points  of  the  noses  to> 
getiiei ;  ^s  stand^  virim  them  ifi  the  place  of  a  kiss,  to 
me  sweet  sensation  oif  iVhich  tfiey  seem  entire  strangers. 

The  people  of  distinction  here,  as  is  the  case  inrma* 
ny  Asiatkr  natrons,  suffinr  the  nails  on  the  fingers  to 
gPOWTfry  lOTg,  diat  It  may  be  evident  they  are  not  ac- 
eustomea  to  hard  labour.  They  use  their  toes  with  ex- 
tnabrdinarydesctjerity.  I  have  seen  them  on  board  the 
Aip  take  up  a  piect  of  iron  with  their  toes^  and  hand 
it;  dT  I  may  use  that  ^xprbsdon,  to.  s6nie  of  their  com- 
rades who  were  sunmming  about  the  ship'. 

To  make  die  cocpa-nut  oil,  they  scrape  the  kernels 
of  a  great  numbor  pf  cocoa-auts,  which  they  put. upon 
banana-leaves,  and  let  it  lie  out  in  the  sun  for  four  or  fi^ 
days.  They  then  press  the  oil  from  an  equal  number 
of^^iresh  cocoa-nuts  over  the  scrapings,  and  let  it  lie  in 
the  sun  again  for  two  or  three  days ;  by  repeating  this 
several  times,  a  quantity  of  good  oil  is  procured.  It  i^ 
kept  for  tjjc  in  the  hollow  of  bambop  canes. 
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Th?  teeth  from  A«  upper  jam  of  tbe  sharks  serve 
here,  as  in  tbe  Sandwich  and  Qtber  $oiitb«Sea  idands, 
for  knives,  pr  even  for  razors;  those  ot  dMS-  Under  jaw  ^ 
are  used  as  a  substitute  fpr  gitublets  ^and  awls  to  bore 
boles,  for  which  purpose  Uiey  are  &stenedintoa  wood* 
en  handle. 

, .  Small  pieces  of  coral,  of  madrepores^ .  and  miUepo- 
res,  serve  to  scrape  and  work  the  implemcsite  made  of 
the  hard  casuarina-wood ;  they  have  the  e&ct  of  a 
saw ;  the  skin  of  the  shark  is  used  to  polislv  ti>e  wood* 
Bows  and  arrows,  which  are  ^  much  used  amoi^  ma- 
ny nations,  seem  here  to  be  whoQy  unknown. 

The  father  q{  Katanuah*  a  very  old  mam,  was  "V^- 
ed  to  have  a  great  deal  of  medical  knowledge,  aea- 
water  taken  internally  seenis  to  be  one  of  theiif  most  fiU 
vourite  medicines^  Twin-births,  as  Cabri  ^ured  us» 
are  by  no  means  uncommon  here. 

Swine  and  cats  are  the  only  domestic  Quadrupeds  of 
these  islsmds :  the  latter  are  caught  by  wc  pecnpk  with 
their  hands,  and  g^  v^  to  the  swme  for  ibod.  In  times 
of  scarchy  they  are^eaten  by  the  people  theiasdves^aQd 
Are  very  well  flavoured.  We  9aw  many  hogs,  particu- 
larly in  die  vaHey  ot  Schegua^  as  large  as.  the  f^rp- 
*j[)ean^  but  their  owners  y^ouTd  pot  e;^cliange  or  sell  them, 
at  least  at  the  price  we*  chose:  to  oflfer*      ,       ; 

Roberta  had  two  dpgs^  which  were  galled  qy  ihe  in- 
l^abitants,  who  have  no  such  animals  among  themrbgr 
the  same  appellatioa  they  give  tp  swine.  A  male  ^sad 
female  goat,  to  whiph  prolrably  they  give  the  uaaie^  of 
hpmed  swine,  had,  been  brought  front  Santa  Christina 
to  Kukahiwa,  but  as  they  were  in  a  distant^  vaHey  yfc 
/did  not  see  then[i.  We  never  saw .  either  wild  or  tmifi 
cats,  though  i(  is  not  improbable  that  thepe  may  bp  wwi 
ones  who  feed  upon  the  rats. 

Poultiy  are  not  much  in  request  as  an  article  of  £o9d» 
but  those  that  have  a  heautifUl  plumage  are  U^y  va- 
lued for  the  sake  of  the  feathers :  they  aie,.  fiom  time  tp 
time,  plucked  quite  bare.  Fleas  seem  to  be  wbolljf  un- 
known, here, 

These  are  the  principal  observations  I  was  enabled 
'  to  make  duririg  a^stay  of  ten  days  at  the.  island  of  Nu« 
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kaldwA.  Whoever  feeb  particular^  interested  in  the 
group  of  islands  to  which  this  beknigs,  will  find  in  die 
vcnra^es  <^  Cook,  Fbrster,  Le  Marchand,  Vancouver, 
Wifami,  and  Captain  Krasenstem,  many  very  interest* 
ing  particulara  which  I  have  omitted  to  avoid  repetition. 
W  itfa  die  assistance  of  Robei ts  and  Cabri  I  had  an 
qppQrtunity,  which  does  not  often  occur,  of  obtainii^ 
a  tokraUe  ▼ocabulaiy  of  their  language.  This  I  Ibave 
thou^t  of  st^eient  knpcMtanoe  to  subjoin  at  the  end 
of  thfiwi)rk.  . 


1S9 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 


Departure  from  Nukahkwa.—Arrwal  at  Owhyhte.^^ 
jRemarks  upon  that  Island.-^Reunum  with  the  Ne^^ 
va. — Votfage  to  Kamschatka, — Arrival^  and  Stay 
there. 


DURING  OBur  stay  at  Nukaluwa,  we  had,  to  our 
^great  regret,  not  been  able  to  procure  many  swine  by 
way  of  barter.  A  part  of  the  inhabitants  set  too  high 
a  price  upon  them,  and  others  would  not  part  with  thorn 
at  apy  price,  chusing  to  reserve  them  for  their  own  ban* 
quetings  and  revellings.  We  provided  oursebes,  how- 
ever, plentifully  with  cocoa-nuts,  bread-fruit,  bananas^ 
and  nourishing  roots,  and  left  the  island  in  the  best 
health  possible,  with  the  pleai^ing  hope  diat  in  a  few 
weeks  we  should  find  at  the  SandTnch  Islands  ample 
compensation  for  our  present  privation  of  animal  fbod« 

We  had  collected  as  large  a  stock  of  wood  and  good 
water  asCaptainKrusenstem  judged  necessary  1  indiis 
business,  Roberts,  Cabri,  and  several  of  the  natives, 
rendered  us  very  important  services.  The  latter  were 
richly  paid  by  some  pieces  of  iron  hoops  from  old  casks 
of  about  an  inch  long  each,  and  the  two  former  by  some 
linen,  knives,  hatchets,  and  other  useful  objects.  From 
the  first  of  our  arrivd  we  were  upon  the  bestterms  pos* 
sible  with  the  islanders,  and  had  gained,  as  I  dare  hope, 
thrir  perfect  esteem  and  confidence ;  nay,  I  will  flatter 
myself  that  we  even  left  upon  thdr  minds  impressions 
which  may  be  advantageous  to  future  navigators  visit* 
•ing  the  island.  At  our  departure  we  had  no  reason  to 
complain  of  the  behaviour  of  these  men  i  and  we  quit- 
ted them  M  ith  the  impression  that  if,  in  some  respect^ 
they  were  to  be  regarded  as  cruehin  their  dispo^tions. 
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aad  adjust  objects  of  horror^  jret  in  oihers  they  were 
friendly  and  kind-hearted. 

The  Neva,  from  which  we  had  been  sep^ated  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  March  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape 
Horn,  to  our  very  great  joy  arrived  at  Nukahiwa  on  the^ 
eleventh  of  May.  The  captam  told  us  that  he  had 
ivsuted  for  us  three  dajrs  at  Easter  Island,  but  on  ac- 
count <^  the  strong  west  wind  was  prevented  from 
landii^  there ; .  consequently,  ejccept  some  batatas  and 
bananas  which  the  islanders  had  brought  in  a  canoc^ 
no  refreshment  had  been  procured. 

On  the  sixteenth  of  May,  both  ships  prepared  to 
put  to  sea ;  and  to  the  seventeenth,  m  the  tnoming, 
every  thing  being  ready,  the  anchor  was  weighed.  The 
wind  came  in  little  gales  from  the  high  hills  that  sur* 
round  the  harbour,  and  changed  almost  every  moment, 
so  that  the  ship  was  often  laid  on  her  side,  and  wc  made 
very  little  way.  Towards  ten  o^clock,  a  brisk  gale 
came.on  from  the  sea,  which  impelled  the  waves  wi^ 
great  force  into  the  harbour ;  and  our  vessel,  overpow- 
ered by  themy^-Was  driven  by  degrees  more  and  more  to« 
wards  the  south-west  shore.  Carried,  at  length,  with- 
in a  hundred  and  twenty  fathom  of  some  rugged  rocks^ 
our  situation  became  extremely  dangerous;  happily, 
however^  we  found  anchorage.  This,,  united  with  the 
extreme  attention  of  our  excellent  commander,  and  the 
activity  of  the  officers  and  crew,  rescued  us  from  the 
danger  of  being  driv^  upon  the  rocks  we  were  now  so 
near,  and  of  being  wrecxed  upon  an  island  of  anthro-^ 
pophs^ists.  Our  sheet-anchor  was  immediately  thrown 
out,  and  the  Neva,  upon  a  signal  given,^nt  her  boat  to 
assist  in  placing  us  sooner  in  security  from  the  rocks; 
A  great  nuniber  of  the.  inhabitants  assembled .  upon  the^ 
shoce,  many  of  whom  appeared  to  be  armed.  Few, 
however,  had  jH'obably  an  accurate  idea  of  our  danger, 
for  one  of  them,  in  companv  with  a  woman,  threw  him- 
self from  a  steep  rock  into  the  tossing  waves,  where  the 
water  dashed  up  to  the  height  of  twenty  feet,  offering  us, 
:is  usual,  the  favours  of  the  lady,  who  was  most  proba- 
bly his  wife.  Another  came  swimming  merrily  roundt 
the  ship,  bpt  as  nobody  condescended  to  pay  attention 
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to  him,  he  soon  turned  back,  with  a  bough  of  banana 
in  lus  hand,  which  had  accidentally  fatten  orerboard. 
*  At>oat  four  in  Ac  afternoon  we  were  in  the  midst  of 
,  die  bay  safely  at  anchor,  and  rescued  entirely  from  the 
^ger  with  which  we  Imd  been  menaced,  i  he  vaiia* 
ble  weather,  the  heavy  sho^'d^  of  rain,  the  continued 
strong  gale  of  wind,  ^nd  above  aH,  the  inflection  Aat 
fte  crew  had  been  working  very  hard  all  day  in  an  at* 
mosphere  of  twimty-two  degrees  of  heat,  determined 
Captain  Krusenstem  to  give  Aem  a  night's  rest. 

Towards  evening,  Cabri  and  Roberts  came  on  board 
to  bid  us  once  more  adieu ;  the  former  also  b^^ 
some  farther  European  trifles  for  himadf  and  bis  wife. 
He  assuttd  us  that  he  had  seen  the  danger  our  ^ip  was 
in  from  the  eastern  skie  of  the  bay,  and  had  immediate- 
ly spread  the  news  in  the  valley,  as  he  conceived  Our 
destruction  inevitable,  and  he  hcKl  collected  such  a  nmn- 
ber  of  islanders  with  the  sole  view  of  {dacing  us  mi 
m  our  tre^ures  in  perfect  security,  in  case  of  the  ex- 
pected shipwreck.  As  the  night  closed  in,  Roberts 
was  sent  on  shore  in  a  little  boat,  and  we  advised  Calm 
also  to  avail  himself  of  the  same  opportuni^  for  return- 
ir^,  since,  if  the  witid  should  prove  favtmrable^  we 
might  perhaps  sail  in  Ae  night.  He,  however,  chose 
to  remain  on  board,  and  assured  us  that  from  the  mouth 
of  the  bay  he  could  at  any  moment  swim  to  the  nearest 
diore.^ 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  eighteendi  the  anchor 
was  again  weighed.  We  were  scarcelv  between  tfic 
two  island  that  lie  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  tv^eu 
there  arose  suddenly  so  strong  and  unequal  a  gale,  ac- 
companied with  rain,  that  the  whole  crew  were  again 
in  motion,  more  sail  was  spread,  and  the  cable  of  the 
sheet-anchor  was  cut,  that  we  might  gain  the  aptn  sea 
as  fa^t  as  possible.  At  this  critical  moment  Cabn  beg- 
ged to  be  set  on  shore  in  a  boat,  as  it  was  impossible, 
while  the  sra  was  so  high,  to  reach  the  island  hf 
swimming.  Every  one,  however,  was  too  much  oc- 
cupied with  the  safety  of  tiie  ship  to  pay  anv  attention 
to  his  request,  and  he  begged  equally  in  vain  for  a  plank, 
by  the  assistance  of  which  he  might  get  on  slipre.    He 
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^as^tber^ore  coiistnuned,'bebve£a  the  rollin?  of.  the? 
sea,  ^Dd'the.-cvdy  moment  incresisiiig  distance  from  the 
shori^'to  vematn  with  us*  and'  leave  thb  fairy  bland. 
Th«8  was  Roberts  freed  fron^  the  object  of  hi^  detei*- :  ! 
mined  enmity,  and  Cabri  sq^araied  frOnl  his  mh  and.. . 
<;hildren^    He  seemed,  boHvever,  sooa-  to  ^et^o^icile  \nvx*  -- 
self  to  his  &te^  and  was  extremely !  useful  as  a  sailoir.t 
For  die  rest,  he  was  bat  fL^mauvaisikuJet^^iery  ready  ict^ 
laying  |>Ums  for  stealing,  lying,  and  cheating;  andnk^b; 
less  adroit  in  the  execution  (^  them«  ?.'!/• 

We  now  tfir€cte(]\  our  course  towaids  the  Sandwidb 
Islaids  and  K^mschatka. .  The  wind  was  brisk,  and  af-* . 
ter  aiew.dajsv  that  is,  o(v  the  twenty-fifth  of  Nfay  in  the 
afttfnoon,  we  Crossed  the' Line  in  longitude  146?  31' 
west  of  Gremwich. :  The  heat  was,  during  this  day,' at^ 
22^,  m  the  olght  it  fell  to  21^.  Oa  the  twenty.aeveatfa 
of  Mayv bc^g .thmin.2^ KX .nortbevA )atitude,and  in 
146^.  50!  /HRAtari)  longitude^  we.'ti^marked  a  bough  ^th 
grten^Vts  ftoatirig  on  the-watetf  and  at^  the  same  time 
saw,«i  untmiaU^  brge  flight  iof  tropic-birds^  as:  w^  as 
sQOu:*  otbtt  sea-l^irds^.^  some  fish ;.  a  trifling  chaoga 
in  the  trade^wtndwM  also  perceptible.  .  All  tb^  things 
gave  feasoal0  suppose  that  we :  viert  ia  the  neighbour ^  - 
hood  of  some  hitherto'uidLnawd  island,  but  we  were  not 
so  fiKtunate  as  to  discover  it^ 

On  the  seventh  of.  June,  beiqg inlatHode  19^  34^ 
north,  we  camein  sight  of  die  eastern  point  of  the  island; 
^  Owhyhee,  then  at  the  distance  of  thirty^six  sea  miles;^ 
This  i^isnd>  the  largest  of  the  group  called  the  Sandwich! 
Islands,  is  oelebi!ated  from  it^  having  t)een  the  place 
where  the  great  n&vigator  .  Cook  so  unfortunately  lost, 
hblifi^  Vancouver,  his  worthy  disciple,  gave  the 
yfoAd a  few' years  ^ftek*  a  complete mapof  these  islands. 

Captain  Krusentcm  was  desirous  of  .reaching  Nan«' 
gasaki,  a  great  trading  town  of  Japan,  before  the.  end  of 
September,  hoping,  by  thus  hastening  his  voyage,  to 
av^d  the  change  of.  the  north-easterly  monsoon,  which 
often  takes  place  about  the  middle  of  that  month.  In* 
order,  therefore,  to  gain  time/he  resolved  not  to  anchor* 
in  Caracacoa  Bay,  but  without  any  delay  to  inftitute  a 
tcafl&c  with  the  ishndcrs  ibr.  sucli  pbject;^  as  he  wanted, 
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80  that  in  a  few  days  he  ittight  be  amply  provided  vnsSti 
swine  and  provisioos  of  all  kinds*  Withtlus  view  he 
cruized  till  the  tenth  along  die  southern  coast  of  the 
island ;  but  to  our  very  great  concern,  during  that  time 
so  few  of  the  inhabitants^  made  tfieir  appearance,  and 
they  dmiandedso  high  a  price  fir  whatever  they  broiighi^ 
that  he  resolved  to  leave  the  island/ and  make  the  tlest 
of  ;his  way  to  Kamschadca.^  This  be  was  di6  better  en« 
abled  to  do  from  the  excellent  state  of  die  health  of  his 
whole  crew. 

The  few  islanders  we  hvA  an  opportunity  of  observ* 
ing  were  all  naked^  drty ,  of  a  middling  statuxe,  not  well 
madev  and  with  skins  of  a  dark  ding}r  browid.  They: 
were  covered  intli  bruises  and  sores,  probaUy^  the  effect 
either  of  drirdeiing  kava,  or  of  a  well-kaown  disease  very^ 
common  ammg  them*  Most  of  thie  ineb.  hadl68t their 
frodt  teeth,  wmob  th^  Said'  had;  berif  kiiodked  out  in 
battle  by  the  slings.  Tliey  were  very  good  swittunersj 
Their  arms  and  sides  were  tattooed  in  figure  of  iizapds, 
goats,  musquetB,  and  other  things,  biit  by  n&  meats  aa 
well  e^cuted  as  the  figures  wehad  seen  at  Nnkahiwa; 
The  ill  impression  rnade  uponua  by  these  people  Waes 
so  much  (he  more  forcible,  as  but  a  very  short  time  be« 
fore,  only  on  die  seventeenth  of  May,  we  had  left^a 
island,  the  inhabitants  of  whid),  as  to  their  stature  and 
admirable  proportions,  are  certain! v  to  be  mnkedamohg 
tltfhandsomestpeople  upon  die  glooe* '  For  the  rest,  the 
Sandwich  islanders,  probably  from  their  more  frequent 
intercourse  with  European  nations,  appe^  to  have 
much  greater  af&nity  with  them  than  the  people  of  Ni]i» 
kahiwa*  Cabri  was  so  little  pleased*  with  either  the 
men  or  the  women,  that  liecould  not  resolve  to  live^* 
mong  them,  and  earnestly  entreated  Captain  Krusenstem, 
who  would  have  set  him  on  shore  here,  to  carry  him  on 
to  Kamschatka.  The  language  of  Owhyhee  seems  to ' 
diflTer  very  much  from  that  cS  Nukahiwa,  sinc^  Cab^i, 
who  spoke  the  latter  fluently,  could  not  make  himself 
nnderstood  here.  '  By  the  assistance  of  some  English 
\^()rds  we  succeeded  better. 

.  The  (ianoes  of  these  islands  arc  light,  and  very  neatly 
<^i;>truGted.    They  prove  diat  the  people  have  mad^  a 
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iquehgiciMir  pvMiess  in  luival  architectutt  thah  those 
of  Nuk^hiwa*  Toey  go  out  to  sea  in  them  many  miles; 
The  qoist,  near  which  we  oruized,  is  pleasant  and  well 
cultivated^  We  observed  Qiany  groves  of  bananas  and 
cocoai^imts.  Pur  Attention  was  particularly  attracted 
by  the  aiajestic  mountain  Mowna.  Roa.  According  to 
fonaer  ob^vations^  its  point  should  be  two  tliousand 
five  hundred  and  seventy-eight  toises  ^bove  the  level  of 
thesea^bi^  our  itidi^fatigable  astronomer.  Doctor  Horr 
ner,  calculated  it  at  ooly  two  thousand  two  hundred  ana 

Thislc^ty  mountain^  which  is  between  three  and 
fouf  hundred  toises  hig^  than .  the  Peak  of  T.etierifie« 
rises  SO' gtitduaUy  from  tlxe  sea-shore  to  its  summit,  that 
it  has  a  vecy  remarkable  and  most  pleasing  ap^pearance  s 
in  no  other -place  cmi  any  one  asceiui  to  so  great  a  height. 
wUi  to  Uttk  difficulty. .  A  part  of.  this  facility  ari:»es 
{roi»|he  warmth  of  the  climate  i  sinbe,  notwithstanding 
its  ^gmt  height,  even  the  very-  aunUnit  scarcdy  rea(ihcs 
the  ^notv  mark  at  to  short  a  distance  from  the  equator* 
At  the  tide  of  year  When  we  saiw  it, .  the  summit  wis 
en^idy  £rte.from;sQLOW«  How  many  unkoQVtr^ plants 
mi^  heiic ^discovered,  9Xid  \irl)at:cabtr2but20h8:mighi 
be  noUe^ted  towards  the  g^0gt9phy  and  natur^  histori 
(rfpUotd  I  II  Vere^mudi  to  be  \Vished  that  some  zeaL 
ous  naturalist  wpuld  remain  at  Iea«it  a  year  upon  dull 
isbod la  study  tba»e  stibjects*.    :         /  -     >« 

We  c|uilled  Owhybee  on.  th^  lenth  <£ June^  .ti^thouf 
bmng  been  able  ta  .obtain  the  least  information  wilb 
respeet.tertlitt. present  state  of  the  island.  Asjaiter^ 
wsmds  passed  the  winter  of  i805  di^  1806 ,  upon, tfa^ 
north*¥is6t.  coast  of  America^  1  thad  then  aa  opportimil^ 
of  kaming  k^me  particulars,  .w|ucfa  will  perhaps  be  bel» 
tergives^tQ.'thi&pIacetf  ..      ''  "  *      •  '       - 

The  group  of  the  Sandvix^h  Isl^s  is  very  c6n!im6« 
dioiis  iEbr  alL^sliips  going  to  the  north- weht  coast  df 
America^  to  the  Aleutian  islands  or  to  KamschHtka,  to 
touch  at ;  it  has  very  secure  bays.  ,  Here  niay  be  pro- 
cured  abuiidance  of  swinci  bread-iruit,  bananas,  cc)coa<> 
nuts,  taro,  yams,  batatas,  salt,  wood,  water,  and  other 
tilings  particularly  dc^Jrablc  for  khip  stores.     The  ships 
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ofdne  UottedSttrfes  ^  Aifitfioa  tMMfrltet^MHott^^^ 
year,  in  their  way  to  die  hdrthvwest  ^dta^  ^  Aek  coli^ 
tinent.  The  object  of  #iese  voyagesr-  madt'by  the«  A« 
mericans  is  to  coUect  tbe  aea^otter  skttiky  Mditdvave  so 
bighly  valued  by  the  GhiMaej  andcaiiry  them  «t>«Can* 
tou.  For  these  skins  they  |^  irhn  ifi«rea»  ehrtif;  lenlve39 
hatcbetSi  kitchen  utensils,  rice,  molassi^  ^lisetiiti  po^* 
der,  and  flints.  Tins  trade  has  been  owrrSed  on  {Mttn^ 
pally,  since  the.£nglidH  as  well  as  tfa^  S|)aiitecds  bSK 
desoted  Nootka  >.&uml,  and  ^tn  lip  thdr  former 
establishments  tho^w  The  cxcittngc  must  be  eittreme- 
ly  profitable,  since  not  less  than  seven  or  ei^  sUps 
ammally^  go  to  Noo&a,  Queen  Charktfis's  andNdrfblk 
Sound,  if  they  do  not  get  a  ^ood  eatigoof  ^ett^etfe^ 
akms  far  Canton,  they  go  in  October  or  Novemberilo 
Columbo  river,  or  more  commonly  ID  the  Saftdwick 
Islands^  and  winter  diere,  so  that  they  may  be  leady^the 
))^inning  of  Maich  to  go  agttn  to  the  w>m 
uno  cemplela  thdr  Ifldt^. 

ThjB  number  of  ^ps  that  vkot  Caraieacoa  BsQr^:aiid 
4ho  iiiteroourse  dial  takesplace between  them  and:tfae 
n^vc:s,has  haddmady^o^gtmt^aiiiiiiucxice^upcNrithe 
^vilization  of  these  -islands^  that  thqr  nuiif  be  said  to 
Ipve  advanced  in  it  with  giant  strides^  and  Owhyher  k 
Ukely  to  tak«  the  lead- among  die  Soudi  Sea  iUmds^  id 
faecommg  a  pplished  atid  civilised  Gouiiti^** 

Thei(  king,  Tamaamah^  firom  hb  ixmstant  inteiootiiw 
with  tbe^ea^offieersof  ifae^American  Stirtes^  andpertibu- 
larly  under,  the  instruction  of  Afr.  'Young,  and  Mr* 
Qavie^  who  have  ainiady  lived  widi  him^oaK^yevs, 
mdartyasit  were,  hbvmioisterS)  lias  isHrodnoed  many 
European  ciiatoms^  ^and  has  bim^ht  the  £nriiAlm» 

r^  so  much  into  ust|  ibat  moat  of  die  ii^u£ita&ts  of 
island  of  any  nmk  or  distinctien  can  nofw  9pcak 
En^^ish.  Tamaatnah  W  fcund  means  to  suiDJect  aU 
the  islands  to  his  jurisdiction,  so  that  he  bi>6oome  sole 
aovoreign  of  tlie  whole f;roup.  He  was  somtmade^to 
compieheiid  the  value  of  silver,  and  to  pfefisr  selling  die 
products  of  his  country  to  the  ships  that  visited  it  for 
Spanish  dollars  or^  piastres.  As  soon  as .  he  bad  got  a 
tckrable  ^um  together,  he  boughta.slvp  of  an  Ameri^ 
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can  merchant^  and  manned  it*  partly  with  his  own  peo- 
jplc,  and  partly  with  fordgn  sailors,  of  whom  there  arc 
many*  now  living  in  Owbyhee.  The  seamen  of  the 
Uiuted  StiUes  like  so  y^ll  to  revel  in  a  superfluity  of  the 
productiofis  of  nature  without  much  labour,  and  to 
have  handsome  yoUng  girls  at  their  disposal,  that  a  shi|> 
scarcely  ever  touches  heix*  without  lea vhig  one  or  more 
of  its  ^dri»  behind.  The  king,  however,  will  not  per- 
mtlany  ode  to  stay  who  has  not  a  good  character  from 
hk  captain^  Through  the  instruction  of  these  guests, 
theisianders  are  become  very  fond  of  a  sea- faring  life, 
and  th^  make  excellent  sailors.  While  I  was  on  the 
nortil- west  coast  of  AmeHca;  I  saw  a^d  talked  with 
several  natives  of  Owhyhee  serving  as  sailors  on  board 
vessels  fironi  Boston,  who  received  as  pay  ten  or  twelw 
piastres  per  month.      *  ; 

They  have  got  to  make  cordage  of  all  kinds,  and 
fishing  aete  in  so  much  perfection  in  Owhyhee,  proba- 
bly from  the  threads  of  the  phormium  verax^  that  ships 
arcr  supplied  withfbem,  and  they  are  considered  as  more 
durable  for  tackling  than  the  European  cordage. 

Tamaamah,  in  every  thing  he  does,  shews  a  strong 
understanding,  and  great  activity  of  mind.  He  had  in- 
creased his  power  at  sea  so  much  within  a  short  time, 
that  in  die  yetff  1806  he  had  fifteen  ships  in  his  posses- 
sion,  among  which  were  some  three-masted  vessels; 
brigs,  and  cutters.  '  In  the  same  year  he  made  known  to 
the  agent  of  the  Russio- American  trading  company, 
Von  Baranoff,  at  New  Archangel  in  Norfolk  Sound, 
that  he  mklerstood  from  persons  trading  to  thaf^  coasi^ 
how^'muchthe  Russian  establishment  Jiad  sometimes 
su&kvd  in  winter  from  a  scarcity  of  provisions ;  that  he 
would  tfaepefore  gladly  send  •  a  ship  every  year  with 
swioe,  sahy  batatas,  and  other  articles  of  food,  if  they 
ivoidd  ia  exchttOge  let  him  have  sea-otter  skins  at  a  fair 
price;  andtli^ebe  purposed  to  sond  upon  specula- 
don  to  Canton.^  '        >      * 

*  Thia  iotercourse,  as  1  have  leanjt  f^ince  mf  return  lo  St. 
Pctcrsburgh,  has  absolutely  commenced.  The  Iniperial  Rms. 
sian  tradifig  company  not  only  sent  a  ship  fro>i  Momtk'Soxtuil 
to  Owhyhee  to  trade  with  Xh^  king  for  provisigiis,  Mit  cv;  ii 
bought  a  cutter  of  hina.  '  . 


But  the  tbbg  vfbkh  mm  ^soi  mf  oAer  o6ou|M)i 
%  attention  b  sbi^'^building}  an4  he  akpeady  can  pomt 
out  with  great  acci^Bcy  and  judgment  the  exeeUencies 
and  &ults  in  the  coi^struction  qf  a  vessel.  .  AU  tools  and 
implements  belonging  tQ  ship-buildii%.ai^  therefore 
con$kkred  by.  him  as  of  parti(uihur  vfldue»  and  9K1  the 
most  advantageous  articles  of  traffic  U^it  can  (^  carried 
to  the  island*.  Any  sailor,  who  is  at  the  same  time  a 
slyp-carpentetf  is  particularly  welcom$2^.he  is  immedi* 
ately  presented  witli  Imids,  and  almost  any  tliiog  thai  he 
wants*    .     .  • 

A  few  years  ago  a  xnost  ext^ordinary  and  valutdUe 
discovery  was  made  at  0\f  h^hee^  of  a  sort  qI  wood 
growing  there^  which  it  is  said-  the  worms»  that  do.se 
much  mLschiief  in  these  waters  by.  boring  into  th^  9bipsy 
^ill  not  touch.  This,  if  ever  duly  estabti^icdf  will 
render  the  sheathing  vessels  with  copper^  aa  d^mtwist 
absolutely  necessary  precauiioDy  whcdly .  siipcrfluotis. 
Amoi^  the  producte  of  Owhyhee  is  the  siigar«'^Bflie« 
If  this  wei^  cultivated  to.  any  d^^.of  f^fmiimf  m 
time  Kamsdialka,  and  indeed  all  Siberia^  might  be^siip- 
plied  with  sugar  from  henecr 

The  wars,  and  political  reliitioiis  of  Europa^  have  of 
tote  years  so  entirely  ^grossed  theatteMioa  of  all  ranks 
and  classes  of  i3eople,  that  even  the  spepulative  ^e  of 
the  mertbant  has  been  turned  firopi  odier  objects  aikl 
chauied  to  these  dkme.  But  if  ever  the  freedom^  of  the 
seas  be  re-established,  and  ships  of  aK  nttdona  beaUowed 
to  range  at  large  9s  heretoia(^,  th^  it  fiiay  bii  ihc^^ 
that  the  advantages  which  Cook^  La  P€|rou&e»«  Meaies, 
Pc^tlock,  Vancouver,  Le  Marcliand*  BroU|^t<Hif TGnp. 
tain  Krusenstem,  and  many  others,  bavepoiot^doiiCaa 
easily  to  be  (Wived  fron)  trading  with  these  idaiukiwiH 
not  remain  wholly  neglected.  .  .        < 

On  the  tenth  of  June,  at  ^x  in  die  eY«tmff>.'!Ar^  took 
leave  of  our  companicMi  the  Neva,  from  wkicm  WQ  wmt 
now  to  be  separated,  with  a  reciprocal  eschangeof-Ai^ 
cheers.  Captain  Lisiansky  was  destined  to  sail  .with 
thii  ship  to  the  nordi  west  coast  of  America*  As  he 
\%a&  not  so  much  pressed  fur  time  ao  ourselvt%  he  de« 
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titHcIe,  but  some ,  low  sand,  islands,  \vlmh  rctidcx .  the 
navigation  very  dangerous.  <  From  company  the  tes- 
timonies o(  all  who,  have  Intlierto  run  this  course,  de- 
ductions may  be  made  which  will  l^d  future  oaviga* 
tors  to  take  a  *  different  direction,  whence,  doubdess^ 
fresh  discoveries  will  arise.  In  my  voyage  from  Nor- 
folk Sound  tp  the  coast  of  New  Albion,  in  1806,  horn 
iatitude  ^7^  to  39^  north,  and  longitude  227*  to  228^ 
west,  I  observed  almost  daily  tokens  of  land  not  very 
£ir  off.    But  of  this  more  in  the  sequel. 

The  twenty- seventh  of  Jfune  waa  in  many  respects  a 
very  remarkable  day  to  us*  We  crossed  the  Tropic  of 
Cancer  in  181^  60'  western,  longitude,  the  sun  .bfcing 
then  in  its  zeniih*  The  de^;ree  oif  heat  was  firotn  twen* 
ty-pne  to  twenty-two.  The  air  being  uncommonly 
calm,  and  the  sea  uncommonly  smooth,  our  worthy 
captain  lent  Dr.  Homer  and  myself  one  of  the  be«ts^  for 
the  purpose  of  making  our  req3ective  observations ; 
tlie  Doctor^s^  upon  the  temperature,  jthe  transpariaicy, 
the  currents,  ^and  the  a^ltness  of  the  bcb  ;  and  mine  upt> 
on  the  natural  history  of  such  objects  as  might  come 
within  my  reacfi; 

According  to  the  observations  made  by  the  Doctor, 
the  warmth  of  the  sea  upon  its  surface  was  then  20^  5' ; 
but  at  die  depth  of  a  liundred  and  tiventy-five  ft^m 
it  was  only  13^3'.  The^difference  in  the  temperature 
of  the  water,  between  the  surface  and  twenty-five  fathom 
depth,  was  only  1^ ;  betvyecn  tlie  surface  and  fifigr  fa- 
thom, 3^  2' ;  and  between  the  surface  and  a  htmdred 
and  twenty-five  fathom,  7®  2'. 

'  The  number  of  zoopliy  tes  and  moUubca,  of  heroes, 
of  salpce,  of  Medusae,  of  heai>qu\lhf  oi  ct/chps  nwBerit 
of  zoea  latifer^  oipelagica^  and  various  other,  microsco- 
pic objects,  which  I  found,  astonished  me  eacqeediligly. 
I  also  found  innumerable  shoals  of  the  physalis pelagtca^ 
^nd  medusa  velella  ;  which,  ■  according  to  my  :ideaSy 
varied  only  from  those  in  the  Atlantiq'  Ocean  by ;  dieir 
being  so  much  smaller :  they  were  scarcely  an  ipdi  itx 
diameter.  v  .- 

Early  in  the  morning  we  saw  a  very  lai^e  dog-fisli, 
sqitalus  ghuciasy  near  the  ship.     Though  it  appeared 


to  be  famigry^  arid  ta  fbDoMr  us  only  to  catch  at  any  ob^ 
jeets  of  food-  that  might  come  in  its  way,  it  would  not  at 
first  t^  when  we  threw  out  ^  angle  :  at  length,  how^ 
ever,  it  -  could  not  resist  the  attraction  of  the  bait,  and 
waa  drawn  on  board,  with  many  shouts,  and  vast  de- 
^ht.  It  measured  seven  fi^t  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
we^hed  two  hundred  pounds  While  we  were  all 
8tsai£ng  over  our  priz^,  contemplating  it  "mth  rapture, 
a  aeoond  was  observed  close  to  us. '  We  had  ^ain  re- 
course to  the  angle,  and  the  creature  was  so  extremely 
hungry  that  he  caught  at  it  with  the  utmost  eagerness. 
We  were  so  much  the  morerejoiced  at  this  capture,  as 
w€  obtnned  by  it  h  small  supply  of  fresh  focNJ.  Al- 
thougli  the  flesh  of  all  the  shsurk  tribe  is  hard,  dry,and 
taatdesa,  yet  we  agreed  unanimously,  as  we  feasted  upon 
it  tibe  aame  evening,  diat  it  was  extremely  well-flavoured. 
Someof  die  sailors,  however,  were  soon  iiStsr  taken  with 
a  vkdent  vomidng ;  but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  ascribe 
this  tointeiniperancein  the  quantity  they  had  eaten,  or  to 
some  odier  casual  circumstance,  than  to  the  nature  of 
the  fish.  I  have  very  often  seen  it  brought  to  market, 
both  at  Lisbon  and  Teneriffe,  and  sold  to  the  poor  for 
food. 

In  21^  fMxtfaem  latitude  we  bst  the  trade- wind,  and 
wiA  it  die  pleasant  sailing  we  had  enjoyed  between  the 
tropicflu  Cloudy  weather,  with  fi^h  variable  wtnds^ 
ana  eonataiit  changes  in  the  temperature  of  the  atmos- 
phere, acGompamed  us  the  rest  of  the  way  to  Kamschat^ 
ka.  On  the  last  day  of  this  month,  in  latitude  30%  we 
saw  sueh  an  immense  shoal  of  dolphins,  that  the  foam 
oocasooed  by  them  appeared  at  a  httle  distance  like  tlie 
sea  breaking  over  rocks. 

On  the  thini  of  July,  wlien  we  were  in  latitude  36^ 
north,  and  in  longitude  191^  13'  west,  Captain  Krusen* 
stem  directed  his  course  due  west,  in  hopes  of  falling 
in  w»h  the  Xiea  de  Oro^  and  Rica  de  Plata,  or  the 
Gold  and  Silver  Idands :  their  situation  is  variously 
defined  even  in  the  best  maps,  and  they  have  many 
times  been  sought  in  vain.  The  atmosphere  was  cIqu* 
dy,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  strong  east  wind  rose,  which, 
thottd)  at  first  favoucable  to  us,  soon  increased  to  a 

.      Y 
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ficitrcely  see  the  length  of  tbe  ship  ropiod  us,  with  reefed, 
sails  we  went  at  the  rate  dP  nine  miles  an  hour ;  so  that 
we  were  very  fortunate  in  not  runnii^  upon  Uie  rocks 
of  any  Gold  or  SUver  shore. 

On  the  foUowing  day,  the  fourtfi  of  Julfi  the  wind 
changed ;  notwithstanding  whidi  the  weather  still  con- 
tinued cloudy;  and  as  Captain  Krasienstem  thought 
the  certain  loss  of  time  of  more  importance  than  any 
uncertain  pursuit,  he  judged  it  better  to  abandon  re*- 
seatches^  the  event  of  which  was  so  ^teemely  doubt- 
ful. To  what  this  experknced  navigator  says  in  his  ez^ 
cellent  account  of  our  voys^;^  with  regard  to  these 
islands,  I  am  enabled  to  add  that  the  Dutch  intopce* 
ters  at  Nangasakii  whom  I  often  questioned  upon  this 
subject,  were  extremely  well  ac<}uaii^yted  mth  the 
names,  and  represented  them  as  lyiqg  about  four  or 
five  days  sail  fix)m  the  south-west  coast^  of  J^an.  As 
the  Japanese,  however,  understand  nothing  at  all  of  la« 
titude  or  longitud«,  it  was  veiy  difficult  to  kam  any 
thing  definite  upon  the  subject* 

On  the  fifth  of  July,  in  latitude  38^  32\  loqgitude 
194'^  30',  we  saw  a  turtle,  without,  however,  any  other 
signs  appearing  of  lan^  being  near.  On  the  sixth,  in 
latitude  40''  34',  longitude  195^  35',  we  observed  a 
great  many  whiles,  and  oa  the  seventh,  some  ducks, 
with  an  old  trunk  of  atree:  every  day  the  i^igns  of  be- 
ing not  very  far  from  land  increased  upon  us.  On  the 
eleventh,  in  latitude  49?  16',  loogitude  199®  49',  we 
saw  about  the  ship  a  great  number  of  sea-mews,  lams^ 
auks,  alca^  pctsxds^  firocel/ariap  and  albatrosses^  iSame' 
dea  exuhns.  The  peterels  iu  their  long  slender  wii^;s, 
though  not  in  the  manner  of  their  flight,  somewhat  re* 
.^mbie  larks  or  swallows. 

On  tlie  thirteenth  in  the  morning  land  was  descried 
from  the  mast-head :  the  sound  had  in  it  somethiqg 
heavenly  to  the  ears  of  people  who  had  been  five 
montlis  upon  tlie  sea,  with  only  the  variation  of  the  few 
short  excursions  we  made  on  shore  during  the  ten  days 
we  staid  at  Nukahiwa :  the  land  we  saw  might,  more- 
over, in  some  respects  be  regs^d  as  our  nalive  shores^ 
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A  calm  prevented  our  making  much  way  on  tfie  fol. 
Ibwmg  day ;  and  \vc  contemplated  with  a  longing  eye 
(be  promontory  of  SchibunsKoy-Noss,  which  lay  be^ 
fere  us*     We  were  in  latitudrSS**  6'  north,  and  in  Ion- 

fltude  200^,  nearly  the  situation  of  the  harbour  of  St. 
etcr  and  St.  Paul. 

The  high  ridges  of  mountains,  the  peaks  covered 
^th  eternal  snow,  the  flaming  volcanoes,  presented  an 
appearance  wholly  new  to  us ;  and  as  we  were  «o  far  ad- 
vanced in  summer,  we  could  not  help  doubting  whe- 
thcr  it  reaHy  was  snow  with  which  we  saw  the  upper 
ludf  of  the  mountains  covered*.  How  little  soever  we 
were  at  first  pleased  with  the  prospect  presented  to  us; 
and  how  much  soever  our  minds  were  prejudiced  by 
the  in  reports  generally  madfc  of  this  country,  yet  the 
nearer  we  approached  to'  die  coast,  the  more  we  were 
disposed  to  conceive  a  better  -qMuion  of  it.  On  the 
fifteenth  in  the  morning  a  brisk  gale  sprung  up,  and  the 
green  forests  with  which  the  lower  mountains  were  co^ 
vered,  surprised  us  with  their  beatity  and  pleasant  ap- 
pearance* Sfaice  we  quitted  Brazil  we  had  seen  no 
c<nmtry  which  presented  to  tis  views  so  fine  as  this  ill- 
fimed  peninsula. .  The  fine  woods  of  birch,  and  the 
grassy  hills  in  the  foreground,  resembled  an  Euroj>ean 
landscapesomttCh/ that  we  really  cou\d  almost  believe 
ourselves  in  our  ftative  country ;  even  the  high  Alps  in 
the  back  ground,  which  had  made  so  unpleasant  ai> 
impression  upon  our  minds  the  day  before,  were  now 
admired  as  grand  features  adding  m^ch  to  die  general 
cflecu 

Towards  noon  v^  had  reached  the  entrance  of  fli'i^ 
great  bay  of*  Awatscha,  in  which,  assisted  by  the  excel* 
lent  charts  of  Cook  and  Saritscheff,  we  proceeded  for- 
urards  widiout  any  difficulty.  The  clouds  of  sea-mews 
which  covered  die  rugged  rocks  around,  seemed  to  give 

*  Astlie  line  of  perpetual  snow  is  46*,  which  gives  in  Eu- 
iropelbiirteefi  hundred  and  sixty  toises  nbove  the  level  of  the 
tie«»  I  believe  the  medium  height  of  these  mountains  in  KamA« 
chatka  may  be  uken  at  a  thousand  toises.  Some  peaks  in  tbie 
peninsula,  particularly  that  of  Glutschcffskaia,  I  should  estir 

maip  at  two  thousand  toises. 
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usa  hearty  welcome.  As  the  ay  of  tius  biid  tes.a 
strong  resemblance  to  the  human^  voice,  some  of  our 
company  thought  that  it  was  the  inhabitants  calling  to 
us  from  the  nearest  hills.  Besides  the  mews^  ther^  was 
an  immense  number  of  auks>  ducks^. pelicans,  MidtOther 
birds  not  known  to  us. 

We  had  but  ji|st  entered  Awatacha  boy,  when  we  saw 
a  boat  with  an  o^cer  rowing  towards  us.  As  soon  as 
he  heard  who  we  were,  he  told  us  that  they  had  some 
time  before  beard  from  St  Petersbur^h  of  our  voyage^ 
and  of  the  probability  of  our  visiting  this  countiy • 
He  immediately  hastened  back  to  the  town  to  give  in* 
formation  of  our  arrival,  so  that  when  we  entered  the 
harbour  we  were  welcomed  with  the  thunder  of  the 
cannon.  We  returned  the  salute  with  the  likeumnber 
of  guns  from  our  vessel.  At  <me  o'clock  we  cast  an* 
chor,  after  a  voyage  of  thirty-five  days  .from,  the  isjand 
of  Owhyhce. 

Petropaulowsk  lies  upon  a  creek  in  ^  niordiem  part 
of  Awatscha  bay.  The  harbour  is  ^fpar^led,  &qm  the 
bay  by  a  neck. of  land,  whiicli  shdters  avd' protects  it 
from  all  winds.  The  towa  stands  in  a  smaU  -  yaU^,  at 
the  northern  extrf^mity  of  which  is  a  li^ge  fcesh^watei 
l^e.  The.  housesj  ngt  more  than  thilty  in  number, 
are  all  constructed  jof  wood,  and,  as  ifi  ^  other  psirts  of 
Ihe  Russian  empire^  are  composed  of.  beajois,;  or  trunks 
of  trees  laid  one  over  the  others  The  garrisoa  consis;^ 
of  a  hundred  and*  fifty, soldiers,  ^  company,  of  artillery- 
men,  and  some  Cossacks.  Hare  live,  ^bies^de^,  the  cost- 
Vnissary  of  the  Russio- American  trading  cdrnpany^  and 
^  clergyman^  though  there  i^  no  church.  .  1  he  harbour, 
accordmg  to  the  testimony  of  all  seamen,  is  one  of  the 
best  to  be  found  upon  the  globe ;  and  it »  highly  {meo« 
bable  that  by  increasing  industry,  and  a  moire  active  ior 
tercotirse  with  China,  Japan,  America,  .the  Aleutian 
Isles,  and  other  islands  in  the  South-Sea,  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul,  may  in  time  become  ths  centre  .of  9  veiy  pro- 
litable.trade,  and  rise  into  a  fioscishic^  and  poputous 
lown»  The  dimiKe  of  Kamschatka  is  better  than 
what  is  to  be  found  in  the  same  degree  of  latitude  in 
Siberia ;  but  about  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  tl^  air  is 
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cobkr  tlym  in  some  of  the  more  nortl)em  i>arts  of  the 
peninsiilsu        .  •  ' 

The  harbour  19  opep  for  the  ingress  and  egress  ot 
vessels  from  April  till  November :  the  bay  is  but  mU 
dom  even  partially  froaen,  never  entirely.  Snow^  it  is 
true,  is  tiniversal  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  hatbour, 
more  than  10  any  ^ther  part^  so  that  the  low  dwellings 
are  eatirdy  covered  with  it ;  but  it  mtrlts  early,  and  is 
sooa  absorbed  by  the  grouodi  which  it  protects  from  be- 
ing evermore  th^n  slightly  frozen.  At  the  ead  of 
ApriL  or  io  the  very  coldest  seasons,  at  the  beginnjiig 
of  May,  spring  may  be  expeaed,  and  the  cattle,  of 
uhich  indeed  there  is  na  great  abundance,  are  turned 
out  to  grass*  Very  little  ground  is  tilled  here.  It  is 
pretended  that  the  sea  air 'is  injurious  to  the  growth  of 
com,  but  r suspect  this  to  be  only  an  CKCuse  for  lazi- 
ness. Potato^,  turnips,  radislies,  and  many  other  culi- 
nary v^etables,  which  thrive  iiere  extremely  well^  wrc^ 
.  netwid^tanding,  cultivated  very  sparingly*  We  were 
besides  informed  that  hui>baiidi  y,  as  well  a&  the  breed* 
ing  of  cattle,  has  made  a  very  great  {)r<^ress  in  the  io- 
terior  of  the  county ;  that  is.  to  say,  about  VVirchiioi^ 
Olutscbeffskaia,  and  otlier  ixirts. 

M^or  Krupskoy,  eonimandaut  of  thc.pbce  at  Pe- 
tFop^ulowsk,  gave  us  the  best  reception  which  his  situ- 
ation ^would  perjn'u.  Tlie  commander-in-chief  of  the 
peninsnlay  ]NIajor*Generi»l  Von  Koscheleff,  Chief  of 
Battalim,  does  not  live  have,  but  at  Nischney  Kams- 
chatka^  th6<  capital  of  the  province,  seven  hundred  versts 
trom  hence.  The  ambassador  to  th6'  court  of  Japany 
Von  Resttipit,  who  wished  most  eameslly  for  an  inter- 
view with  hiiB,.dispatcl)ed  a  messenger  to  reqiiest  th^t 
he  wpuld  come  down  to  tlie  harbour  as  soon'  as'poss^- 
bk.  This  ciccam^ance,  which,  from  the  distsnce,  oc«r 
casianeda  tery  great:  loss  of  time  to  us,  made  aA  6s- 
SQMJai  difibreoce  in  the  future  progress  of  our  voyage. 

Caplaift  Krusenstcrn  iihmediateljE  began  to  imload 

the  storea  which  were  sent  from  Cronstadt  for  the  use  of 

.Kamscbatka,  that  at  our  arrival  in  Japan  there  might  be 

nothing  on  board  except  the  presents  destined  for  that 

place ;  .thus,  as  he  hoped,,  obviating  every  appearance 
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totbbsQsptcioQ^iiatioD,  of  the  expedition  bdng  sent 
for  purpooesof  traije*  A  part  of  the  soldiers  and  in- 
habitants  of  the  place  assisted,  that  the  unloadinc: 
might  be  the  more  speedily  aGcomplished,  and  that  the 
vessel  might  sooner  be  ready  to  sail  again, 
part,  by  the  orders  of  Major  Kropskoy,  applied 
selves  to  fishkig  and  hunting,  diat  we  mi^  be  well  pro- 
#  vided  with  fresh  provisions  of  9II  sorts. 

Counsellor  Tilesius  and  myself  had  hitherto  made 
very  little  progress  in  learning  the  Russian  language, 
aAd  we  fek  now^  far  the  first  time  in  our  voyage,  how 
great  a  disadvantage  it  is  to  be  in  a  foreign  country  with* 
out  understanding  the  language.  How  esumestfy^  soe* 
ver  we  entreated  the  ambassador  to  procure  us  a  guide 
for  the  putpose  c£  aocompanying  us  in  an  excursion  in* 
to  the  country,  we  were  never  so  fortunate  aa  to  have 
J  our  wishes  fulfilled.    He  had  no  power  over  die  sol- 

diers, and  they  were  be»des  for  the  most  part  em}doyed 
on  board  the  ship.  There  were  very  few  Kamsehad- 
ales  and  Cossacks  in  the  plac^,  and  those  few  were  sent 
out  on  fishing  and  hunting  parties.  Alone,  and  without 
a  guide,  we  could  not  voiture  fiir  firom  the  settlement ; 
the  number  of  bears  and  wolves,  the  impenetrable 
grass  almost  aa  high  as  oursdves,  the  bogs,  the  forests, 
^1  presented  obstacles  not  to  be  encduntoned  with  sdfe* 
ty.  We  found  ourselv^es,  therefore,  wholly  discourage 
'  ed  in  our  scientific  pursuits,  and  were  obliged  to  be  coo* 
tented  with  visiting  thelittir  village  of  Awatscha^  about 
'  twelve  versts  from  Petropaulowsk,  in  company  with 
several  of  our  seafaring  companions.  This  place  con- 
sists of  five  houses  and  thirty  inhabitants,  aH  Kams* 
cbadalesi  who  live  by  fishing  and  hunting.  The  vil- 
lage  oi'  Paratunka,  the  clergyman  and  inhabitants  of 
,  whi<^aie  so  well  known  finom  the  voyages  of  Captton 

Cook  and  La  Perouse,  md  whp  U  ved  at  that  time  in 
great  affluence^  were  now  no  more.  The  name  atone 
existed ;  and  this  is  a  fate  wliiclv  alas !  has  been  shar- 
ed by  too  many  others  in  the  peninsula.  * 

The  political  situation  of  the  country  has  indeed 
changed  very  much  since  it  was  visited  by  these  illus- 
trious navigators*    Nischney  Kamschatkaf  is  now  the 
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prioeipiA  town,  instead «  of  BolsclK>iretsk  ;  and  instead 
of  a  civil  government  diere  is  now  a  miUtaiy  one.  Tifp 
Emperor  rauh  desirous  to  restraii}  the  constantly  in* 
creasing  popubtion  of  the  peninsula,  some  ten  or  twdve 
years  before  oidered  a  battalion  of  eight  hundred  men 
thither  from  the  regiment  of  Irkutsk,  as  a  sort  of  rural" 
militta  %o  promote  husbandry  and  agricultore.  The 
intention  was  good^  but,  as  is  often  the  case,  it  was 
frustiated  by  a  variety  of  adverse  circumstances. 

Theae^  troops  were  carried  to  their  destination  at  a 
very,  great  expence,  and  supported  there  at  a  still  great-* 
cr.  Thc7  were  brought  from  Iikutsk,  a  distance  of  six . 
thousand  verts,  well  nirnished  with  clothes,  arms,  am- 
muniliofi,  and  every  diingthey  could  want,  so  that  the^ 
had.nothk^  to  do  but  to.mount  guard  and  watch  their 
mag^tnea«  DirQr,  slothful,  negligent,  and  entirely 
ignorant,  of  buabandry,  they  had  oeen,  ever  ^nce  their 
first  coming,  of  much  more  prejudice  than  use  to  the 
country^  They  had  become  a  heavy  burden  to  the 
Kamsebadales,  had  drained  them  in  every  possible  way^ 
and  laid  the  foundation  both  of  physical  and  moral  de* 
pravity  amoi^  them ;  so  that  if  the  govecoment  does 
not  speedily  iiSerfere,  ihe  poor  simple  natives,  'who  arb 
ah^dy  reduced  Srom  ten  thousand  to  three  ^ousand, 
will  be  soon  whdtty  extirpated. 

Qa  the  twelfth  of  August,  the  long  and  impatiently 
expected  Gener^  Von  Koscheleff  arrived  at  Petropau* 
lowsk*  He  was  accompanied  by  his  younger  brother 
and  Captain  Foedoroff,  with  sixty  soldiers  whom  the 
ambassador  bad  desired  to  see.  The  continuation  of 
our  vOTQge  to  Japan,  which  had  been  rendered  alAnost 
doubtral  by  the  long  stay  we  were  obliged  to  make  here, 
and  fimn  the  expected  ^xiedy  change  of  the  monsoon, 
was  at  length  determined  on,  and  our  departure  fixed 
for  the  twentieth  of  August.  Ttiree  of  our  company. 
Major  Count  Tolstoy,  Lieutenant  of  the  Guards  of  tus 
Imperial  Majesty.  Doctor  Pril^iQ,  the  Physician  to 
the  £mbassy,  and  the  Draughtsman  to  the  expedition, 
Mr.  KurUmidzoff,  being  tired  of  4i  ^afaring  life,  chose 
rather  to  return  b^  land  tluin  to  be  any  longer  the  sport 
of  die  waves.  In  thdr  place,  the  brother  of  Goneral  Kos^ 


176  STAY    AT    KAMSCHATKA 

■ 

ehd^  and  Captain  Foecloroff  were  taken  as  cavaliers  to 
^  embaasf ,  and  it  was  determined  besides  to  ^e  eight 
soldiers  as  a  miittary  guai-d  of  honour.  We  bad-  been 
much  indebted  to  our  draughtsman  far  many  interest- 
ing sketches  which  he  took  while  lie  remained  with 
us. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  General,  the  town  was  much 
more  gay  and  lively.  Instead  of  living  almost  entirely 
upon  fish,  of  which  we  began  to  be  somewhat  dred, 
oxen  in  plenty  were  now  killed,  and  we  had  besides  the 
flesh  of  wild  sheep  and  rein-deer.  We  were  truly  re- 
joiced  to  find  in  the  General  a  man  who  enlivened  our 
society,  who  gave  us  a  great  deal  of  interesting  informa- 
tion respecting  the  situation  of  the  pemnsula,  and  who 
procured  us  provisions  of '  varioui  soits  with  the  utmost , 
readiness  and  dispatch*  We  obtained,  through  his  in- 
terposidon^  a  number  of  live  oxen  and  a  large  quandty 
<xf  salt  fish,  among  which  the  tschawitscka  was  by  fitf 
the  best  and  finest  flavoured  ;  pulse,  rein-deer,  salted 
geese,  and  other  produotioos,  were  brought  usfitmi  the 
more  distant  parts.  l*he  quantity  and  variety  of  things 
which  we  collected  all  tog^er  convinced  us  that  Kam- 
schatka  is  not  so  poor  and  qniserable  a  country  as  it  is 
usually  represented. 

The  Gener^  gave  us  a  ball  in  a  tent  whidi  had  been 
set  up  by  the  ambassador  Von  ResanoflF.  The  feihale 
part  of  (he  company  consisted  of  Madame  Krupskoy, 
with  the  wives  of  the  subaltern  officers  and  sokliero,  and 
some  Kamschadale  women.  The  latter  were  ^rcsBcd 
after  the  Russian  fashion,  in  ^Iks,  satins,  and  lumkeens. 
We  had  here  an  opportunity  of  seemgthe  Kamsehadalc 
dance,  which  consisted  of  imitations  of  bears,  dogs,  and 
birds.  We  had  indeed  ample  reason  to  entertain  the 
utmost  gratitude  towards  General  Koschdeff  for  the 
readiness  he  evinced  to  render  us  every  possible  service, 
and  for  all  the  politeness  and  attention  he  shewed  us. 

By  the  end  of  August  every  thing  was  in  ren^neas  to 
set  sail.  The  ship  left  the  harbour  for  Awatscha  Bay« 
where  it  was  detained  by  contrary  winds  and  thick  fogs 
till  the  sixth  of  September,  but  the  weather  then  becom- 
ing more^fiwiourable,  on  the  seventh,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  proceeded  on  our  embassy  to  Japan. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Voyage  to  Japan. — Infroddctum  to  the  Embassy  thither* 
— departure  from  )[amschatka. — Occurrences  dur^ 
Ing  the  Foyage.'^Festwai  of  the  Coronation.--- Fright^ 
Jul  IIUrrican€^--^,4rrwal  at  Japaru^ 


THE  embassy  to  Japaii  wa%  both  in  a  political  and 
geogcaphical  point  of  view,  the  most  interesting  part  of. 
our  expedition.  ^  This  island,  wliich  is  very  little  known^ 
and  of  which  the  little  knowledge  we  have  is  principally 
through  Kaempfer,  Thunberg,  and  Charlevoix,  hasi  for 
near  twa  centuries  shunned*  almost  all  intercourse  with 
European  and  other  nations :  with  the  Dutch  alone  hjve  * 
the  Japanese  .parried  on  a  very  insignificant  intercourse, 
of  trade. 

As  Xapan  has  po  other  European  neighbour  except*-  \ 
ine  Russia,  this  kingdom  may  be  said  to  have,  natu- ' 
raUy„  the  strongest  claims  upon  its  friendship;  and  the 
importance  of  a  regular  intercourse  with  this  island  did 
not  escape  the  acute  mind  of  the  Empressi»  Catherine* 
No  sooner  was  she  informed  that  a  merchant  of  Japan, 
by  name  Kodai,  together  with  some  otlier  persons  who 
had  been  wrecked  some  years  before  upon  the  Kuril6 
islands,  were  living  in  Siberia,  than  she  eagerly  embra-  . 
ced  the  opportunity  of  shewing  them  the  utmost  hospi- 
tality*    She  ini'ited  Kodai  to  St.  Petersburgh,  and  af- 
ter dis{^la^  ing  to  him  all  the  pomp  and  splendour  of  her  ^ 
then  brilliant  court  *;  after  heaping  upon  him  every  pos- 
sible token  ofrespect  and  kindness,  gave  him  a  vessel  to 
return  to  his  native  country.    Upon  this  he  repaired  to 
Ochotsk,  and  in  1 792  was  conveyed  by  a  sea  officer, ' 
Lieutenant  Adam  Laxmann,  son  oT  the  celebrated  na- 
turalist, to  Atkis.  a  harbour  in  Matmai,  on  the  north-  ^ 
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east  coast  of  Japan.  The  Govemor-Genersd  of  Sberia 
sent  a  letter  by  Laxmann  to  the  Emperor  of  Japan,  xd 
which,  In  the  name  of  his  imperial  mistress,  he  made 
known  the  motive  of  the  voyage,  and  proposed,  in  or- 
der  to  promote  a  closer  friendship  and  union  betweea 
the  two  nations,  to  establish  a  regular  intercourse  of 
trade.  Some  presents,  not  ojf  very  great  vahie,  were 
also  sent  in  her  majesty's  name,  to  the  Emperor  of  Ja- 
pan, at  his  capital  city  of  Jedo. 

Kodai,  who  possessed  great  discernment  and  pene^^' 
tration  of  mind,  and  had  during  his  stay  in  Russia  stu* 
died  the  language  very  assiduously,  now  took  upon 
himself,  partly  from  gratitude  to  his  Russian  b^nenio 
tors,  partly  with  a  view  to  his  own  interest,  to  serve 
them  during  their  stay  at  Atkis  as  interpreter,  in  sucli 
matters  of  business  as  might  occur  between  them  and 
his  country.  After  the  lapse  of  some  nuxiths,  Lax- 
mann received,  instead  of  a  letter,  or  an  answer  to  the 
JSlmpress,  or  the  Govemor-Genersd,  a  sort  of  paper  of 
instructions,  the  contents  of  which'  were  tiearly  as  fol- 
lows : 

^*  That^m  the  mo&t  remote  times  to  Aat  moment^ 
<iie  laws  of  the  kingdom  of  Japan  had  been  fixed  and 
irrevoeable»  and  never  could  be  shaken :  That  he  (Lax« 
mann)  had  come  from  his  own  countiy  vrith  people  con- 
'fided,  to  his  care,  whom  chance  and  the  accidents  of 
weather  had  thrown  u^n  a  foreign  coast,  and  from  ig- 
norance had  not  come  to  Nangasaki,  but  to  a  part  of 
the  coast  of  Japan,  where  foreign  vessels  were  not  per« 
mitted  to  come.  This  was  a  thing  never  before  known 
in  the  country* 

**  That  it  is  a  law  that  all  ships  coming  to  Japai^ 
how  numerous  soever  they  may  be,  are  immediately  put 
under  arrest ;  the  rather  if  they  happen  to  be  armed. 

<<  That  from  the  oldest  times,  the  Dutch,  as  a  nation 
with  whom  tliey  had  always  lived  in  friendship,  had 
|>een  permitted  to  come  to  Nangasaki,  but  never  to  go 
into  the  interior  of  the  country ;  but  he,  without  hav- 
ing the  least  acquaintance  with'japan,  had  ventured  to 
comey  with  the  Japanese  eiitrdsted  to  him,  in  an  armed 
v^seK 
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.**  The  consequence,  in  strictness,  ought  to  be  that  he 
should  be  for  ever  pn^ibked  feturning  to  his  own 
country  ;  but  considering  that  he  is  a  stranger,  unac* 
quatnted  with  the  laws,  and  has  not  knowingly  and  in- 
tentionally acted  in  opposition  to  them,  his  return  will 
be  permitted ;  the  radier  as  he  has  been  deputed  by  his 
government,  to  convey  thither  some  subjects  of  japan 
entrusted  to  his  pare,  and  has  fulfilled  his  mission  witli 
so  much  fidelity  and  kindness.  Permission  to  return 
is,  however^  only  granted  on  condition  that  he  on  no  ac- 
count again  attempts  to  run  into  a  forbidden  harbour. 

**  As  Japan  has  never  hitherto  entered  into  any  friend- 
ly intercourse  with  Russia,  and  consequently  is  igno- 
rant of  the  degree  of  dignity  at  which  the  Russian  em- 
pire is  arrived ;  and  as  it  is  impossible  by  means  of  a 
letter  to  judge  of  its  greater  or  less  extent,  or  to  know 
what  customs  and  usages  prevail  in  the  country,  no 
means  are  therefore  presented  of  judging  how  far  the 
two  countries  are  agreed  in  their  ideas  with  regard  to 
respect  or  contempt  being  shewn  by  certain  actions.* 

*^  On  this  ground,  and  on  account  of  this  imperfect 
knowledge,  no  answer  can  be  sent  to  the  letter  firom 
Russia^  except  by  receiving  the  people  whom  chance 
had  sent  thither,  and  on  whose  account  it  was  written  : 
any  farther  intercourse  with  them  is  not  desired. 

"  As  to  what  concerns  future  ties  of  friendship,  no 
treaty  upon  the  subject  can  be  carried  on  in  the  harbour 
of  Atkis ;  and  as  little  can  any  permission  be  given  for 
foreigners  to  come  to  the  capital  city  of  Jedo.  Mer- 
chants of  other  nations,  after  die  establishment  of 
friendly  relations,  pan  only  come  to  the  places  pointed 
out  to  thenu 

*  The  gOTemment  of  Jap^o  means  here  to  nint,  that  accord- 
ing to  their  customs,  it  is  not  allowable  for  any  body  to  writA 
directly  to  the  Emperor.  This  law  was  inculcated  very  strong- 
ly  upon  Captain  Laxmann  before  he  left  the  country,  either 
verbally  or  by  letter.  They  hold  that^ nobody,  not  even  the 
greatest  potentate  in  the  world,  should  address  the  emperor 
himself.  The  minister  of  the  foreign  power  must  write  to  the 
minister  of  Japan  and  the  latter  must  conimunicate  the  busi- 
ness in  question  to  his  sovereign*  That  the  Governor-General 
of  Siberia  had  therefore  written  to  the  emperor,  was  a  crime 
Qt^le  8^rt  of  high  trtftson  against  the  dignity  of  the  latter. 
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'^  Fortherest,itbahwtotrtttalldu|»pfMwr^  let 
them  come  to  what  tjprbour  or  landing-place  they  will« 
%vith  the  utmost  strictness^  not  to  enter  into  any,  inter- 
course  with  them,  or  receive  any  excuses  they  may  o& 
fer.»' 

As  the  last  point  of  instruction,  the  paper  concluded 
with  saying :  "  You,  Laxmann,  have  kave  to  come  to 
the  harbour  of  Nangtsaki,  on  producing  odr  permis- 
sion here  remitted  to  you ;  but  without. producing  it, 
you  are  not  permitted  to  enter  even  there." 

The  permission  ran  nearly  in  the  following  terms* 
^*  Entrance  to  the  harbour  of  Nangasaki  is  permitted 
to  a  ship  of  the  great  Russian  empire ;  but,  as  we  have 
already  declared,  it  is  stricdy  fixbidden  to  foreign  ves* 
sels  to  land  in  any  other  place.  We  also  repeat  that 
the  Christian  religion  cannot  be  permitted  in  our  king- 
dom ;  and  we  therefore  make  it  a  cc^dition  that  dur- 
ing their  stay  no  act  of  religious  worship  is  to  be  per* 
formed ;  and  in  case  any  agreement  should  be  entered 
into  in  future,  that  nothing  shall  be  done  contrary  to 
our  hws  as  laid  down  in  the  above  schedule.  As  our 
authority  for  coming  on  these  conditions,  we  give  this 
our  act  to  Adam  Laxmann.'* 

The  disturbed  state  of  Europe  was  the  principal  rea- 
son why  so  many  years  bad  been  suffered  to  elapse^ 
without  any  use  being  made,  of  ilie  above  permission. 
It  was  reserved  foi*  the  glorious  reign  of  our  gracious 
monarch  Alexander  the  First,  at  the  suggestion  of  his 
illustrious  minister  Coun|  RomanzoS^  to  undertake  a 
voyage  of  discovery  round  the  world,  and  to  unite  with 
it  an  embassy  to  tli^  island  of  Japan.  There  was  the 
greatest  reason  to  hope  and  expect  that  tlie  lattfji'  would 
be  attended  u  ith  the  happiest  consequences,  as  the  per- 
mission to  enter  the  harbour  of  Nangasaki  was  still  in 
existence.  Besides,  a  few  years  aficr  the  return  of 
Captain  Laxniann,  that  is  in  IV  96,  another  large  ves- 
sel from  Japan  had  been  wrecked  upon  tlie  Aleutian 
islands,  and  a  fresh  reason  for  the  voyage  was  therefore 
furnished,  to  carry  back  to  tlieir  native  country  the  un- 
fortunate suffererb  who  had  been  rescued  from  this  dis 
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aster^#  It.  was  under  these  eircumstances  tliat  the 
Count  Von  Resanoff  was  appointed  to  this  embassy, 
for  which  he  w  as  provided  with  very  rich  and  expen- 
sive presents  of  objects  of  European  arts  and  manufac- 
tures of  various  kinds. 

Thus  equipped,  on  the  seventh  of  September,  ]  804, 
we  quitted  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  in 
Kaoischatkay  and  full  of  pleasing  expectations,  direct- 
ed our  course  towards  Japan. 

During  the  first  days  of  our  voyage  we  had  tolerably 
favourable  neathei:;  but  on  the  morning  of  the  ele- 
venth a  strong  east  wind  rose,  which  by  ?\vo  o^clock  in 
the  afternoon  increased  to  a  violent  storm ;  nor .  did  it 
abate  the  whole  night  through.  The  waves  ran  higher 
than  wc  had  yet  seen  them  in  any  part  of  our  voyai>^e, 
not  excepting  in  the  sailing  round  Cape  Horn.  On 
the  following  morning  the  wind  suddenly  abated,  but 
the  waves  still  ran  high,  and  the  ship  was  so  tossed 
'  about  and  buffeted  by  tl>em,  that  she  seemed  like  ^ 
cork :  tliis  we  all  found  not  a  little  wearying.  We 
Iiad  never  .experienced  such  a  storm  since  we  quitted 
the  shores  of.  Europe ;  and  although  the  ship  had  been 
carefully  caulked  while  we  were  at  Kamschatka,  it  leak- 
ed  so  much,  that  we  were  obliged  to  keep  the  pumps 
constantly  at  work.  The  partition  of  the  cabin  by  the 
chimney  fell  down;  and  as  there  was  a  constant  fog, 
with  small  rain,  the  water  came  through  the  breach,  so 
as  entirely  to  prevent  our  drying' the  books,  papers,  and 
clotlies,  which  had  been  wetted.  This  made  our  situ- 
ation still  more  uncomfortable.  We  now  saw  almost 
daily  small  land-birds,  and  whales  in  great  abundance. 

*  These  Japanese,  who  lived  for  some  years  at  Irkutsk, 
TTcre,  atthe  time  when  this  expedition  was  in  preparation,  sent 
for  to  St.  Petersburgh,  and  received  there  with,  great  hospitali- 
ty. After  they  had  been  presented  with  money,  clothes,  and 
watches,  aU  those  who  had  not  embraced  the  Christian  religion 
were  declared  to  be  at  full  liberty  to  stay  in  Russia,  or  to  re* 
turn  to  their  native  country,  according  to  their  own  free  choice. 
O'jt  of  fifteen>  five  only  chose  to  return;  the  rest  went  volun- 
tarily back  to  Irkutsk.  One  of  them,  by  name  Nicolaus  Kor 
lotichin,  is  i)ow  professor  of  the  Japanese  languai^e  at  the  Gym- 
r*«asium  there,  and  has   bix  or  eight  pupils  urtdcr  his  insuuc- 
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On  the  fifteenth,  at  noon,  we  being  dien  in  39^  5T 
northern  latitude,  208^  7'  30"  western  longitude,  to 
our  inexpressible  consolation  the  weather  cleared,  and 
\ve  perceived  very  sensibly  that  we  had  got  into  n  war* 
mer  climate.  Instead  of  the  cold  damp  fog,  we  had 
now  clear  dry  days,  and  warm  moonliebt  nights.  The 
thermometer,  Which  had  hitherto  seldom  been  above 
10^,  suddenly  rose  to  18^,  and  an  invariably  fresh  and 
favourable  north-east  wind  carried  us  on  so  fast,  that  wc 
soon  lost  all  apprehension  of  our  voyage  being  protract- 
ed so  as  to  carry  us  into  the  stormy  season  m  these 
seas.  We  seldom  went  less  than  eight  or  nine  miles 
in  an  hour. 

According  to  what  is  stated  in  numbers  of  maps,  we 
ought  now  to  h^ ve  been  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vulpm  *s 
island,  the  existence  and  situation  of  which  Captain 
Krusenstem  was  anxious  to  ascertain  with  preci^on. 
From  his  researches,  it  is,  however,  very  clear  that  this 
island,  sai^  to  be  in  the  thirty-seventh  degree  of  nor* 
tliem  latitude,  and  the  two  hundred  and  fourteenth  of 
western  longitude,  will  there  be  sought  for  in  vain. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Ishs  JVueuas  of  1716,  of 
those  of  1664,  of  Penia  de  hs  Picosy  and  others ;  if 
tliey  exist  at  all,  it  is  not  in  the  places  hitherto  assigned 
them  in  the  maps.  To  correct  errors,  and  ascertain  the 
non-existence  of  pretended  islands,  is  of  no  less  impor- 
tance in  geographical  ccmcems  than  to  discover  new 
ones. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  September,  the  coronatioa 
festival  of  our  beloved  nionarch,  his  Imperial  Majesty 
Alexander  the  First,  was  celebrated  in  these  regions  so 
remote  from  his  capital.  The  ambassador,  who  bad 
the  greatest  possible  command  of  his  native  language, 
c»i  this  occasion  made  a  solemn  harangue  upon  deck 
to  the  whole  ship's  company.  To  shew  his  powers  of 
oratory,  1  here  give  a  translation  of  it,  though  I  am  sen* 
sible  that  much  of  the  strength  of  the  original  is  lost 
by  its  being  put  into  another  language. 


•     #       *         : 
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**R0SSXAWS, 

"  In  our  voyage  round  the  world,  we  arc  at  length 
arrived  in  the  waters  of  Japan.  Love  of  their  country, 
dignity  of  soul,  talents  in  business,  defiance  of  danger,' 
perseverance,  subordination,  mutual  esteem,  gentleness 
and  forbearance  towards  each  other, — these  are  the  cha^ 
racteristics  which  dbtinguish  the  Russian  seaman,  these 
the  virtues  by  which  the  Russians  in  general  are  dis- 
tinguished. 

**  You,  officers  of  the  navy,  approved  conductors  of 
the  Hope*,  well  have  you  deserved  the  gratitude  of 
your  fellow  citizens.  You  have  already  acquired  a 
degree  of  renown,  of  which  jealousy  itself  can  never  de- 
prive you. 

**  You,  cavaliers,  and  associates  in  the  embassy,  my 
worthy  comjpanions  and  assistants,  still  remains  to  us 
the  accomplishment  of  the  brilliant  objects  on  which 
%ve  are  sent,  the  opening  to  our  country  new  sources  of 
wealdi  and  knowledge.  And  you,  sailors,  cherished 
children  of  the  sea  service,  rejoice !  The  happy  end  of 
your  diligent  exertions  is  almost  attained. 

*^  Long  have  our  hearts  and  minds  ^been  united  in 
servii^  with  zeal  and  delight  the  excellent  fnonarch  by 
whom  we  are  deputed  to  these  parts,  and  may  gratitude 
towards  this  beloved  ruler  still  strengthen  and  animate 
us  in  the  performance  of  our  arduous  task.  The  pre- 
sent is  a  solemn  day  to  all  the  sons  of  Russia,  but  to 
Qone  so  solemn  as  to  us,  who  are  touching  the  borders 
of  the  Japanese  dominions,  who  are  the  first  to  see  the 
glorious  Russian  flag  wave  in  the  harbour  of  Nanga- 
saki. 

"  As  representative  of  our  most  gracious  Emperor, 
and  as  witness  of  your  great  exploits,  it  was  no  less  flal^ 
tering  to  me  to  share  your  toils^and  dangers,  than  it  is 
now  gratifying  solemnly  to  testify  the  gratitude  which 
awaits  you  all  in  future  in  the  bosom  of  our  dear  na^ 
tive  country. 

**  I  solemnize  the  festival  of  Alexander  the  First^a 
coronation  in  the  waters  of  Japan,  and  make  it  for  ever 
memorable  to  you  as  a  reward  of  your  services.    Yoif 

*  AadeMchda^  which  waadK^naine  of  our  ship,  i(gtufics  Hapi^> 
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have  here  the  likeness  of  our  beloved  Emperor :  wear 
it  as  your  greatest  ornament,  as  a  testimony  of  the  zeal 
and  diligence  in  his  service,  through  which  it  has  been 
pcquired.  Recollect  always  in  beholding  it,  that  this 
imposes  upon  you  still  more  strongly  the  obligation  of 
continuing  true  to  those  duties  of  which  your  fbrefa- 
thers  were  so  proud,  and  by  which  they  arrived  at  the 
highest  pinnacle  of  fame.  You  will  learn  sincerely  to 
bless  the  times  in  which  the  merits  of  the  least  among 
his  subjects,  even  in  the  remotest  regions  of  the  worlc^ 
do  not  pass  unrewarded  from  the  throne  itself." 

In  repeating  these  last  words,  the  ambassador  deco« 
rated  every  one  of  the  crew  with  a  medal  which  had 
been  struck  for  the  Emperor's  coronation,  and  on  which 
was  his  effigy.  The  ceremony  seemed  approved  by 
^  heaven,  as  the  day  was  more  than  usually  beautiful  and 
"  serene.  At  a  jovial  dinner,  th6  health  of  our  august 
Emperor  was  dfank,  when  the  sea  of  Japan  resounded 
for  the  first  time  with  the  thunder  of  the  Russian  can- 
non. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  we  saw  the  coast  of  Japan,  then 
thirty-six  n^iles  distant  from  us,  but  t)ie  wind  ro^ 
somewhat  towards  evening,  so  that  we  could  not  ap- 
proach it.  The  proniontflry  we  beheld,  which,  upon 
the  best  observation  we  could  make,  appeared  to  be  in 
latitude  32^  3ft'  33"'  north,  and  longitude  226^  4V  15" 
wcsl,  seems  to  be  the  southern  point  of  Sikoke*;  Con- 
trary winds  and  a  cloudy  atmosphere,  with  heavy  show- 
eft  of  rain,  prevented  us  getting  nearer  to  the  land. 

That  excellent  seaman  and  geographer,  Captain  Von 
Krusenstern,  was  now  incessantly  occupied  with  en- 
deavouring to  ascertain,  as  accurately  as  possible,  vari* 
ous  points  relating  to  the  navigation  of  these  seas,  al- 
most unkno\\  n  t6,  and  unfrequented  by,  European  ves- 
sels. His  conn-ibutions  towards  a  more  complete  geo- 
graphical knowledge  of  them  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant parts  of  his  work,  one  which  will  be  read  with  par- 
ticular interest.    The  maps  of  Mr.  ArrowsmlA,  though 

•  T^his  promontory,  according^  to  Klaproth,  is  called  in  the 
Japan  language   £<-A^««/-««i:i*,  that    ia,  the  Cape  of  Clear. 
\Vaten 
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some  <tf  die  bett  fxisdng,  we  here  found  extremely 


On  the  twenty-iunthy  at  day-break,  we  again  saw*  ' 
land,  but  this  was  a  pleasure  of  short  duration.  A 
doudy  horizon^  heavy  showers  of  rain  which  began  to 
&11,  and  a  brisk  north-east  wiqd,  made  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  the  coast  sq  dangerous,  that  Captain  Krusen- 
stem  judged  k  expedient  to  keep  as  far  from  it  as  possi-*. 
ble,  and  to  lie  to  auring  the  night  Soon  after,  stormy 
weather  came  on,  which  continued  nearly  twenty- four 
hoursi  and  only  abated  about  noon  on  the  thirtietbj^ 
when  the  sun,  for  the  first  time  during  several  days,  burst 
put.  For  three  days  it  had  now  been  almost  constantly 
rsdny  and  stormy,  so  that  we  had  reason,  on  the  first  of 
October,  when  the  wind  sunk  very  much,  to  hope  for  ^ 
fitvourabk  change  of  weadien  At  noon,  the  weather 
became  so  fine,  and  the  sun  shonq  upoaus  so  revivingly, 
that  our  captain  took  a  westerly  direction,  in  hopes  of 
gaining  the  land*  We  were  able  to  make  observations, 
and  found  the  latitude  SI''  7',  the  longitude  227^  40'. 

Uncommonly  hjrii  waves  from  the  southeast,  and  a 
considerable  &U  of  the  barometer,  afforded  us  but  an 
indifierent  prospect  of  |;ood  weather.  Captain  Krusen« 
stem  therdtore  judged  it  more  expedient  again  to  take  a 
southerly  direcdon,  and  set  as  much  sail  as  the  ship 
oould  carry  to  bear  away  fi'om  the  land.  To  this  pru- 
dent  foresight  we  probably  owed  our  presqrvation,  as  the 
sequel  will  shew. 

About  noon,  a  great  change  took  place  in  the  atmos* 
l^iere.*  The  barometer  fell  in  a  very  remarkable  man- 
ner, and  d)e  south-east  wind  grew  stronfi|cr  and  stronger 
al  eveij  moment,  so  that  by  one  o  clock  it  blew  with 
such  violence,  that  it  was  not  without  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger the  loi!|^er  sails  could  be  taken  in,  and  although  ne.  j- 
\y  new,  they  were  almost  torn  to  tatters.  With  un« 
daunted  resolution,  however,  the  sailors  defied  the  dan* 

^  Here  foUows  a  concise  description  of  an  almost  unparallel« 
ed  bumcane.  In  ordec  to  be  somewhat  more  complete,  I  hare 
iadged  it  expedient  to  join  som«  of  the  observations  made  by 
Captain  Krusenstem  with  my  own. 

A  a      . 
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ger,  and  wound  them  up,  leaving  the  upper  6nes  float- 
ing  to  the  masts.  Till  three  o'clock,  the  storm-sail 
alone  could  be  carried,  but  with  the  increasing  fury  of 
the  winds  even  that  was  soon  demolished.  The  barom- 
eter was  at  28"  3'".  The  waves  rolled  in  frightful 
masses,  rushing  ope  over  the  other  with  the  swiftness  of 
an  arrow ;  and  the  heavens  were  covered  with  Uack 
clouds,  so  that  by  half  after  four  we  were  Involved  in  a 
dismal  dreary  night 

The  rudder  had  for  some  time  been  left  loose,  and 
without  any  guide.  It  was  virhoUy  impossible  to  set 
<^en  a  double-reefed  storm-sail,  and  we  became  the 
complete  sport  of  tlie  tossing  waves.  At  every  mo- 
ment we  were  afraid  of  seeing  the  tottering  and  creaking 
tnasts  blown  overboard,  and  every  stroke  of  tiie  billows 
seemed  to  threaten  being  the  finishing  stroke  of  our  ex- 
istence. The  wind  nrttled  among  the  cordaM,  and  the 
motion  of  the  ship  constantly  increased.  The  water 
beat  over  it  on  all  sides,  and  tw  crew  were  almost  worn 
out  with  incessant  pumping. 

The  barometer  kept  constantly  falling,  and  about  five 
o^clock  the  quicksilver  sunk  entirdv  l)dow  ^  scale, 
which  was  separated  at  27"  6'".,  At  first,  with  tiic 
rolling  of  the  ship,  it  appeared  every  now  and  Aen,but 
we  were  soon  deprived  even  of  this  consolation,  nor 
was  it  to  be  seen  even  witii  the  greatest  shocks.  Its 
lowest  stand  during  the  storm  may  therefore  confidentiy 
be  fixed  at  27" ;  it  is  possible  that  It  might  even  be  ta- 
ken lower.  At  this  period  tlie  raging  of  the  elements 
was  frightful  beyond  expression.  AH  nature  appeared 
in  commotion  and  uproar.  No  words,  in  short,  can 
give  any  id^  of  the  scene.  Neitiier  officers  nor  crew 
had  any  respite  from  their  labours :  their  utmost  activi- 
ty was  necessary  to  steer  the  ship  dear  of  the  repeated 
shocks  it  received.  Large  ch^ts  of  arms  floated  upon 
the  deck  :  there  wbs  no  end  of  the  jostling  and  the 
noise.  The  speaking-trumpet  could  hardly  be  heard 
at  the  distance  of  three  steps,  and  people  were  every 
where  running  backwards  and  forwards  with  lanterns^ 
The  aea,  rismg  into  mountains,  seemed  united  with  the 
heavens.    It  was  impossible  to  trace  the  boundaries  be- 
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tvMu  theanr^  die  douds,  and  the  water.  One  mon- 
strous wave  after  another  filled  the  sliip,  and  seemed 
sinking  it  into  the  abyss.  All  the  household  utensils 
lay  about  scattered  and  broken.  The  guns  at  the  fore- 
c^tle  touched  the  water,  while  every  hope  of  our  lives 
being  saved  vanished  in  the  idea  that  we  were  driving 
ever]|r  hour  three  English  miles  neaier  to  the  coast,  so 
that  in  case  of  the  storm  continuingi  we  must  in  a  short 
time  b^  wrecked  without  a  chance  of  rescue.  Every 
one  seemed  »lently  to  take  a  last  farewell  of  his  com- 
panions, and  resign  himself  entirely  to  the  will  of  him  ip 
whose  hands  alone  are  life  and  death. 

Soon  after  eight,  when  the  storm  was  at  its  height, 
the  wind  suddenly  ceased  for  the  space  of  five  minutes : 
this  was  employed  in  fastening  a  reefed  storm- sail  to  the 
mizen*mast ;  but  it  was  scarcely  accomplished,  when 
9ffisk  the  wind  blew  with  as  much  violence  as  ever.  Its 
quarter  was,  however,  changed  from  east-SQUth-east  to 
wcst-soudi-west.  With  this  sudden  change  a  mon- 
strous wave  dashed  directly  against  the  hinder  part  of 
the  vessel,  tore  the  gallery  away  firom  the  left  side,  broke 
through  the  double  partition  into  the  captain's  cabin,  and 
inundated  it  so  comj^tdy,  that  the  water  was  three  feet 
deep.  Expensive  books,  chairs,  tables,  maps,  presents 
designed  for  Japan,  mathematical  instruments,  clothes, 
swam  all  togettier  about  the  cabin,  and  seemed  to  give. 
a  foretaste  <m  what  was  soon  to  follow*  It  is  true,  that 
the  sailors  were  exhorted  to  take  courage,  and  endeavour 
to  stop  tjae  leak ;  but  there  was  no  one  I  believe  who 
did  not  think  within  himself  at  the  time,  ^^  //  is^  haio* 
WW,  m  vain  /*'—•*  fFe  are  notwithstanding  lost .'" 

Through  the  sudden  and  unexpected  change  of  the 
wind,  which  now  blew  with  no  less  violence  from  a  di- 
rectly opposite  point,  we  did  indeed  appear  rescued 
from  the  danger  of  bong  wrecked  upon  the  coast ;  yet 
the  contimied  fury  of  the  storm  seemed  sufficiendy  to 
pronounce  our  sentence.  The  wind  still  roared,  the 
masts  still  shook  and  creaked,  and  the  billows  still  rolled 
over  the  vessel.  However,  to  our  no  small  joy,  about 
ten  o'clock  we  could  a^in,  when  the  ship  heaved  very 
much,  perceive  the  quicksilver  in  the  barometer.    Eve- 
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ry  glimniering  of  the  lanm  oflife  veady  to  be  o|mdied 
excites  hope;  and  like  roe  arrival  of  an  dd  firiend, 
m^hose  presdice  aflfords  some  consolati^i,  we  liailed 
with  delight  the  ray  of  comfort  thus  offered  to  us.  It 
was  the  most  certain  assurance  that  could  be  given  of 
the  dectining  rage  c^the  storm ;  and,  in  bet,  by  twdve 
o'clock  it  began'perceptiUy  to  abate.  We  had,  how- 
ever, scarcely  observed  tliis  revhrmg  change  in  the  bar* 
ometer,  when  we  were  deprived  of  out  comfiorter  :  it 
was  broken  by  a  violent  diock  from  a  wave.  This  loss 
prevented  our  seeing  the  gradual  ascent  of  the  quick<» 
silver,  and  comparing  the  progress  of  the  variations  with 
that  of  the  abaten^ent  of  the  storm.*  The  turbulent  sea 
was  now  every  moment  less  and  less  furious,  and  the  death* 
like  apprehensions  which  had  latdy  filled  every  boBom 
.sul:>sided  gradually  as  the  dements  giew  more  calm. 

How  transporting  to  every  one  was  the  sight  of  die 
sun,  as  it  rose  majestically  in  the  morning.  Never  did 
its  golden  rays  appear  to  mortals  mae  noble  than  diey 
now  appeared  to  us  :  their  reviving  influence  impress- 
,  ed  our  hearts  so  deeply  witli  gratitude  fbr  our  nreser- 
vation,  that  with  one  united  voice  we  could  not  forbear 
exclaiming,  as  we  beheld  the  orb  just  a2»ove  the  hori- 
zon,  *'  Gbeat  and  cLoakous  Aax  thy  works, 
O  Lord  V 

The  vessel,  on  examination,  had  not  suffered  sp 
much  as  might  have  been  expected :  the  tadcling,  how- 
ever, required  a  great  deal  ot  repair,  and  the  croctB  of 
evefry  soul  on  board  were  more  or  less  damaged.  A 
grecit  deal  of  furniture  was  broken  to  pieces.  Clothes, 
ornamental  works,  maps,  charts,  and  other  papers  of 
importance,  were  completely  soaked  through  with  the 
sea- water.  Many  of  ^e  presents  destined  for  the  Em- 
peror of  Japan,  though  in  double  chests,  were  wetted. 
The  instruments  and  arms  were  injured.  The  costlV 
gold  cloths,  velvets,  and  silks,  had  not  escaped.  Sodi 
was  the  spreading  out  of  things  to  diry  upon  the  deck, 
ttiat  tliere  was  scarcely  a  single  spot  unoccupied. 

*  Dr.  Horner  todk  the  first  opportunity  of  repairing  this  he»^ 
rj  loss,  hy  a  spare  tube,  vrith  which  he  had  the  precautiosi  to 
provide  himself  when  we  were  i/i  England. 
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It  was  fMt  tUl  tovwtfe  !fbm  <m  the  aecond  of  Oc^^ 
thirt  the  sails  eaald  again  be  set :  the  wind  blew  gently 
from  the  ii«st,  and  we  steered  northwards.  Ui  the 
evening  we  once  moie  saw  lud  in  the  west»north-west, 
St  a  distance  of  about  forty«five  sea-miks.  On  the 
thirds  in  the  afternoon^  we  were  within  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  ofthat  part  of  the  coast  of  Japan  called  Kiusiu. 
.Captain  Krusenstem  gave  the  name  of  Cape  Tschirikoff 
to  a  Ugh  fisrehnd  in  latitude  32^  14'  15"  norths  and 
longitude  ^8^  18'  30"  west ;  to  another,  which  lay 
fiuther  80Uthwaids»  in  latitude  31^  51',  longitude  228  "^ 
33'  30"  he  gave  the  name  of  Cape  Cochrane. 

The  land  we  now  approached  appeared  fertile,  and 
iJbrded  soflie  beautiful  views.  As  night  closed  in,  we 
saw  a  number  of  scattered  fires  along,  the  coast,  at  no 
very  great  distance  from  each  other.  We  supposed 
them  to  be  signals,  and  on  our  arrival  at  Nangasaki  we 
found  this  supposition  confirmed. 

On  the  finirth  we  passed  Van  Diemen's  Straits. 
The  important  geographical  researches  and  points  esta* 
blished  with  re^ird  to  this  part  of  the  southern  coast  of 
lapan,  are  given  at  large  in  Captain  Krusenstem 's  ex* 
cdlent  woTK)  apd  illustrated  with  maps.  We  coasted 
afec^  the  southern  8hm%  of  the  provinces  of  Oosumi 
and  Satzuma,  and  were  sometimes  so  near  the  land  that 
we  eottld  distinguish  both  tlie  buildings  and  the  people, 
Amof^  a  very  large  mimber  of  small  fishing  boats  and 
other  vessels,  not  one  ventured  to  approach  our  ship, 
notwithrtanding  that  the  Japanese  we  had  on  board 
cdled  to  them  many  times  loud  enough  to  be  heard. 

The  sonth-east  side  of  Satzuma  presented  some  very 
beautiful  pomts  of  view,  appeared  extremely  well  culti- 
vated, and  uncommonly  populous.  •  We  acquired*  a 
high  idea  of  the  industry  and  knowledge  In  husbandry 
among  the  Japanese :  in  this  re^ct  the  lands  left  noth- 
ing to  be  wished  for.  The  hiUs  were  cultivated  in  ter- 
noes  up  to  the  very  summits,  and  avenues  of  large 
spreading  trees  gave  tlie  fertile  landscape  an  uncom- 
mon!^ beautiful  appearance.  On  the  sixth,  we  came 
to  a  ^acious  bay  :  a  calm,  with  a  number  of  rocks  and 
islets  which  we  perceived  in  the  western  horizon,  de-. 
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lermined  us  not  to  make  'the  escperimeot  of  saiUng 
through  it;  we  therefore  turned  back  towards  the  south, 
and  coasted  round  the  island  of  Meac  Siiua*  A  nuqi- 
ber  of  boats  which  we  saw  in  the  bay,  carefully  avoided, 
in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  Japan,  approaching  our 
ship,  or  entering  into  any  kind  oi  conversation  widi  us. 
On  the  seventh  we.  steered  northwardly •  Early  in  the 
morning  we  saw  the  islands  of  Goto^.  In  tlij^  after- 
noon we  had  approached  the  south-western  coast  of 
them  within  two  or  three  miles.  They  did  not  preseo^ 
near  so  woody  an  appearance  as  Satzuma,  but  they 
were  cultivated  to  the  utmost  possible  degree :  not  tfas 
least  spot  of  uncultivated  land  was  to  be  seen.  The 
south*  western  pcxnt  of  these  islands  lies  in  latitude  32^ 
34'  50'  north,  and  longitude  231^  16'  west.  In  the 
night  the  wind  permitted  our  steerii^  to  the  north-east, 
and  early  in  the  morning  of  the  eigmh  of  October  we 
saw  the  mountain  and  the  part  of  iuusiu,  in  the  ndgh- 
bourhood  of  which  we  knew  was  to  be  found  the  long 
wished'for  harbour  of  Nangasaki. 

At  daybreak  we  saw  a  fishing-boat,  and  liaSed  it. 
The  fishermen  were  naked,  excepting  a  cap  on  the  head, 
and  a  covering  round  the  waist.  Th^  had  tsO/xn  off 
their  clothes  that  they  might  not  be  q>oiled.  In  defi- 
ance of  the  interdict,  they  came  up  to  us,  drank  some 
brandy  which  we  gave  them,  and  infionned  us  that  fiour 
days  before  intelligence  was  communicated  to  Nanga- 

*  saki,  by  fires  in  the  night,  of  a  three-masted  vessel  be- 
ing off  the  coast;  that  at  our  appearance  off  the  har- 
hour,  information  of  it  was  conveyed  by  a  post  of  ob* 

-^  servation  upon  the  nearest  hill ;  and  finally,  that  there 
were  two  Dutch  vessels  in  the  harbemr,  which  had  come 
thither  in  July.  «They  indicated  to  us  the  proper  direc- 
tion to  take  for  entering  the  harbour,  and  we  proceeded 
slowly  forwards  with  a  fiunt  breeze.  About  one  o'clock 
we  arrived  at  its  mouth. 

*  Goto,  according  to  Klaprotb,  ngnifiea,  in  die  corrupt  Chi- 
nese dialect  commonljr  used  in  Japan,  the  Five  Islands;  and. 
in  fact,  this  group  consists  of  five  large  and  several  very  small 
•nes.  The  island  of  Firiindo,  ifrhich  hetthe  most  to  the  north- 
west, is  not  reckoned  among  them. 
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Sobii  rafter,  at  a  signal  given  alitde  boat  came  out^ 
carrjring  a  white  flag  with  a  blue  cross,  and  4  number 
of  Japanese  characters  upon  it.  Two  officers,  who  ivere 
in  this  boat,  seeme6  incUned  to  oomeon  board,  but  they 
first  made  a  number  o^  very  minute  inquiries  concern- 
ing us  of  our  Japanese,  descending  into  the  most  tri- 
vial circumstances.  They  had  frank,  open'  counte* 
nances,  and  appeared  to  receive  us  with  great  friendship 
Tmd  poGteness.  They  inctuired  who  we  were  ?  Whence 
'we  came?  What  were  bur  views  in  coming?  Whe- 
ther the  embassy  was  directed  solely  to  Japan  ?  Whe- 
ther we  were  armed,  and  how  many  guns  we  carried? 
How  kxi^  we  had  been  upon  our  voyage,  and  from 
what  rat  we  camelaat?  Under  what  fla^  we  sailed? 
-— wxm  a  variety  of  other  things  of  a  sunilar  kind. 
Tliey  required  to  see  our  permission ;  and  copying  it 
over,  asked,  why,  havings  had  it  twelve  years,  we  now 
Ibr  the  first  time  availed  ourselves  of  it  ?  Asithadbeen 
nuKle  known,  they  said^  over  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Japan,  that  sudi  a  permission  had  been  given,  for  four 
years  after  a  vessel  from  Russia  was  constandy  expect- 
ed ;  even  now,  as  they  assured  us,  one  of  the  Japanese, 
who  had  been  brought  back  bf  Laxmann,  was  living 
at  Nangasaki,  with  the  intention  of  serving  as  interpre-. 
let  at  die  arrival  of  the  Russians*. 

But  the  principal  end  of  all  the  inquiries  seemed  to 
be  die  desire  of  ascertaining  whether  we  really  weife 
Russians.  With  this  view,  they  requested  at  their  de- 
parture to  have  a  billet  written  in  the  Kussian  language, 
tfie  contents  of  which  might  give  satisfaction  on  this 
point.  Towards  two  o'clock  we  reached,  with  a  still 
fiseUe  wind,  the  entrance  of  the  inner  harbour,  on 
which  stands  Nangasaki.  Between  five  and  six  came 
another  boat  urith  two  officers,  to  Indicate  to  iis,  by  or- 
der of  die  ^vemor,  the  place  where  we  might  anchor. 
They  remained  with  us  till  about  six  in  the  evenings 
vidien  we  cast  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Nangasaki,  in  thirty* 
&ree  fathom  water,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  th?  Papen 

*  We  tHd  Mt  in  the  sequel  find  this  information  confirmed, 
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Mountain,  of  the  Island  of  Ivifo*Sina^  and  ci  C$ft 
Facunda,  four  miles  from  die  nearest  land. 

The  officers  sent  by  the  governor  wouM  not  leave 
us  till  we  had  given  mem,  a  written  testimonial  diat  tiiey 
^  had  fulfilled  the  orders  with  whidi  diey  were  entnuted, 
and  indicated  to  us  the  anchoring-pjace.  When  we  ' 
represented  to  them  that  we  could  only  write  m^the 
Russian  language,  they  assured  u$,  as  bmre^  that  there 
were  people  at  Nan^isaki  who  understood  Aatlan* 
guage  very  wdl.  It  appeared,  however,  subsequentlyv  * 
either  that  the  idea  of  some  of  the  Japanese  broi^t 
home  by  Lieutenant  Laxnuom  being  atiU  fivkig  at 
Nangasaki  was  merely  presumed  on  thieir  part,  or  dse 
these  men  were  designedly  kept  ^utof  our  way  during 
Our  stay  there. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


'^Occurrences  in  the  Road  bejbre  the 
6/  Nttfigasaki. — Anchoring' Pbce  before 
Ae  Pap^  Mountmn.^^Chdnge  cf  the  Anchoring* 
Pbc^.-^^^^yecurrences  there  frdih  the  Eighth  to  me 
SoMMcnth  of  Oetdber. 


TH£  impc^taoce  stnd  rarity  of  a  party  of  Russkns 
staying^  six  monthii  at  Japah,  wif),  1  trust,  plead  my  ex- 
cuse, att  least  with  most  people,  if  I  be  somewhat  cir- 
cumstaotiHl  in  the  vBccmmt  dr  Arhat  passed  during  this 
penod,  if  1  desdend  soiiiedmes  ^ven  into'  minutiae: 
Though  to  some  I  may  appear  tedidus,  I  am  p^uaded 
that  others' wiH  be  deeply  interelsted  in  obtaining  a  more 
enlarged  acquaintance  Wit;h  th^  ^irit  and  manners  of  a 
nation  at  prcseht  so  Ktde  known  amon^  us  Europeans, 
nor  will  mink  any  circumstances  too  msignificant  that 
tend  to  illustrate  the'  national  character.  Deeply  as  I 
fcdhoW  unpleasatit  it  is  to  belutfed  to  sleep  by  a  tire<* 
some  and  i^onhterestihg  narrative!,  and  desirous,  as  I 
have  been,  to  avoid  repetition,  I  am' sensible  that  I  hav6 
often  beien  drawn  into'  h:,  but  this  has  arisen  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  tlungsl  had  to  relate.  I  can,  how- 
^^^>  give  the  reader  this  consolation^  that  he  may,  if 
be  {deas€i,*by  burning  over  the  leaver,  arrive  inr  ^  few 
houraad*  the  result  far  whioh  we  were  constrained  to 
watt  :six  loti^  months 

Scarcely  had  we  cast  andior  about  seven  o^clock  on 
the  eighth  of  October,  when  there  appeared,  aa  ttefore, 
sevcraV  officers  who  came  toi  question  us  anew.  At 
nigtii,  not  less  than  twenty  large  and  ^mall  boaf^  sta- 
tioned themscNes  about  our  ship,  which  we  could  con- 
sider in  no  other  light  than  as  guards.    One  after  ano** 

B  b 


19*  srAy  At  jAPAir* 

ther,  littk  paper  lanterns  of  a  onlon-Uke  form  parsed  U6, 
whicb,^  numerous  as  they  were,  produced  a  very  pretty 

.  c&ct*  Towards  ten  o'clock  we  observed  several  boatSp 
some  of  which  had  lanterns^  distinguished  far  above 

*  any.we  had  seen  before  by  their  size  and  beauty,  by 
ha^ing.two  very  bright  clear  lights,  and  from  being  or* 
namented  with  transparencies  representing  coats  of 
arms* 

At  first  we  began  to  think  that  the  governor  of  Nan- 
gasaki  was  about  to  honour  us  with  a  vi^t ;  t>ut  wc 
yDon  after  learnt  that  it  was  a  person  of  distinction  who 

'  came  on  the  part  of  the  governor,  accompanied  by  hia 
secretary,  to  welcome  us,  and  who  requested  our  per* 
mission  to  conie  on  bp^rd  for  that  purpose.  Thb  be- 
ing granted,  some  inferior  officers  and  Dutch  intetpre- 
ters^  came  to  see  the  cabin  in  which  the  illustrious 
guests,  the  Great  Men  f ,  Opperbanjos^  as  the  Dutch 
interpreters  called  them,  were  to  be  received.  Soon  af- 
ter appeared  the  Great  Men  themselves,  with  a  nume- 
rous train,  among  which  were  several  Dutch  interpre- 
ters* Tliey  were  received  by  seven  men  under  arms 
as  a  guard  of  honour,  and  by  beat  of  drum,  and  were 
immediately  presented  to  the  ambassador  in  the  cabin. 
AU  the  cavaliers  oif  the  embassy,  with  the  officers  of 
(he  ship,  were  assembled  there  to  receive  them. 

The  Opperbanjos;]:  and  the  secretary  immediately 
seated  themselves  on  the  so&  with  their  1^  crossed 
Some  servants  remained,  although  the  cabm  was  ex- 
tremely well  lighted,  holding  lanterns,  and  an  appara- 
tus for  smokmg,  which  consisted  of  a  vessel  with  hot 

*  The  Dutch'  interpreters  are  by  birth  Japane^  who  are 
paid  by  the  government  for  learning  the  Dutch  Iknjpua^e :  they 
are  in  number  bet#eeti  sixty  and  seventfiand  the  Dutck  &cto- 
ry  camiot  tramuict  any  .business  without  their  interrention* 

t  In  all  parts  of  Asia  with  which  the  Cbineye  have  any  con* 
cern,  Great  Afbnis  a  title  of  high  state  distinction.  In  the  J&« 
panese  Iang;uage  it  is  DaUin^  in  the  Chinese  DaBhtn^  and  in  the 
Alandsch'urian>/f mton. 

i  The  title  of  B&nj99  has  the  same  signification  as  a  Qre^t 
Man^  or  a  statesman  of  high  digmty.  I  could  never  cieari^  un- 
derstand whence  thi^  word  was  derived,  sincc^,  as  jEu*  as  I  know, 
it  is  neither  Dutch,  Jsjjpaties^  or  Mandschullan. 
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einbera,  anctther  with  tobacco,  and  a  small  one  for  spit* 
tii^.    The  interpreters  knelt  in  a  semicircle  round  the 

We  sodn  discovered  that  these  Great  Men  did  not 
cometipon  any  very  particular  business:  they  seemed 
rather  sent  bs  a  sort  of  reconnoitering  party,  than  as  be* 
ing  commissioned  to  welcome  the  imperial  Russian  am- 
bassador. They  carefully  repeated  me  same  questions 
already  put  to  us,  and  out  answers  were  immediately 
committed  to  writing.  Among  other  things,  they  par^ 
ticularly  inquired  concerning  the  voyage  from  St.  Pe-, 
tersburgh  to  Nangasaki;  whether,  in  coming  from 
Kamschatka,  we  had  passed  between  Corea  and  Japan, 
*  or  had  sailed  round  the  eastern  coast  of  the  island ;  and 
in  how  many  days  we  had  gone  over  this  course  ? 
The  answer  to  the  last  question  they  seemed  to  consi- 
der as  of  particular  importance.  They  farther  desired 
Xo  see  the  cviginal  permission ;  and  ended  by  making 
IK  acquainted  with  a  custom  in  Japan,  that  all  our  pow* 
der,  cannon,  muskets,  and  swords,  should  be  given  up 
to  be  kept  in  trust  for  us  till  our  departure.  They  pro- 
mised, moreover,  that  we  should  nave  a  supply  of  re- 
freshments the  next  day. 

The  ambassador  now  entreated  that  he  might  have  a 
speedy  audience  of  the  governor,  to  shew  him  the  per- 
mission himself;  and  consented  that  the  powder  and 
fire-arms  should  be  ^iven  up,  but  not  the  side  arms  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers.  lie  also  entreated  to  have  a 
safer  anchoring- place  assigned  us  within  the  harbour, 
as  we  were  there  much  mcommoded  by  the  wind.  To 
this  request  he  was  promised  an  answer  the  next  day. 

After  wc  had  been&tigued  with  questions  and  an< 
swers  for  more  than  an  hour,  the  Opperbahjos  begged 
that  the  chief  of  the  Dutc^  factory.  Mynheer  Doeff,  and 
some  jpersons  bdong^ng  to  him;  might  have  permission 
to  visit  us.  We  were  not  a  little  surprised  ait  this  re- 
quest, since  it  appeared  to  us  that  these  gentlemen,  who 
sat  in  a  boat  near  the  ship,  had  more  reasoft  to  ask  such 
a  permission  of  the  Japanese  than  erf*  us. 
'  Scarcely  had  the  chief^  with  his  secretary^  and  the 
captains  of  the  two  Dutdi  ships  then  in  the  harboUr,  l^y 
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name  Musquetier  aqd  BeUmar,  catered  <he  eabin,  than 
ttup  interpreters  were  caUed  upon  oiie  after  the  other  to 
make  a  compliment  frem  them  to  the  Great  Mon^  or 
Oppett>aDJ08.  They  were  cbligod  to  bow  the  head  dur- 
ing the  ceremony,  and  to  remain  in  this  incUned  atti- 
tude till  the  interpreter  told  them  the  compliment  was 
finished.  When  the  interpreters,  who,  it  has  been  al- 
ready said,  were  all  kneeling  ia  die  cabin,  began  a  con- 
versation with  one  of  the  Great  Men^  they  were  oblig- 
ed to  throw  themselves  lipon  dieir  hands  as  well  as 
knees,  and  remain  ^ith  the  head  bent  down  till  the  con- 
versation  was  concluded:  th^  then  drew  in  their 
breath  with  a  kind  of  hissing  noise«  The  Great  Man 
spoke  so  extremely  low,  that  it  seemed  to  us  impost*  * 
ble  he  should  be  heard  or  understood :  it  was  such  a 
gentle  lisp,  that  it  scarcely  made  any  impression  upon 
our  organs  of  hearing*    The  usual  answer  of  the  inter- 

rreters  consisted  on^  m  a^,  ajf^  which  signified  y^  or 
understwd.    After  iDldnjight  thp  whole  company  re* 
turned  home. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ninth  of  October  Qothmff  oc- 
curred worthy  of  notice*  We  saw  a  number  of  ooats 
ornamented  with  different  flags  that  sumnrnded  us. 
In  many  of  them  were  bows  m^  airow^,  and  in  some 
the  imperial  Japanese  sailors,  who  were  distinguished 
by  garments  of  large  blue  and  whke  check.  In  the  af- 
ternoon a  little  boat  brought  us  fresh  provisions,  which 
consisted  of  fowls,  ducks,  radishes^  ^ce,  and  fish« 
Soon  after  came  a  Dutch  interpretar,  and  announced  to 
us  diat  some  very  Great  Men  were  coming:  Aiesc 
were  the  treasurer,  who  was  of  equal  rank  with  die  jgo- 
venior,  a  secretary  of  the  governor,  and  a  Banjos^  who 
were  all  sent  to  widoome  us  in  the  name  of  the  J^xeinese 
government 

About  five  o'clock  in  die  evening,  we  observid  a 
large  boat  with  a  blue  and  white  awqing,  deooraled 
with  many  flags,  and  oth^  tokens  of  distinetioni,  towed 
towards  us  by  several  others,  to  the  stroke  of  the  kettle- 
drums, and  to  a  loud,  measured  sort  ^  cry.  At  their 
arrival,  the  Great  Men  sent  to  say  that  they  coukl  not 
come  on  board  our  vessel  till  the  ambassador,  the  cap- 
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tain,  wA  9ome  of  the  officers,  came  out  to  welcome 
them.  To  thfa^he  ambassador  replied,  that  k  would 
be  incoosistent  with  his  dignity  to  go  out  himself  to 
receive  them,  but  that  if  they  required  it,  he  would 
send  some  of  bis  cavaliers  to  bid  them  welcome  in  hi's 
name.  After  some  messages  backwards  and  forwards, 
they  said  they  should  be  satisfied  if  the  ambassador 
would  only  come  out  to  the  forecastle  of  the  vessel,  to 
meet  fixenu  Some  officers  tlieu  went  and  greeted  the 
Great  Men  with  an  European  bow,  and  returned  back 
to  the  ship.  The  ambassador  at  tlie  same  time  appear- 
ed at  the  forecastk)  aid  received  the  magistrates,  whfle 
the  drums  beat,  and  other  military  honours  were  paid 
them.  The  treasurer  and  secretary,  on  their  arrival  ii; 
the  catun,  seated  themselves  upon  tbc  sofa,  and  the  Ran> 
jos  sat  down  in  a  chair,  all  three  in  the  European  fasliion, 
not  wWi  thdr  legs  crossed  like  our  visitors  the  evening 
befoff.  TtKy  were  attended,  however,  by  people  car- 
rying  the  same  smoking  apparatus,  and  the  interpre- 
ters placed  themselves  upon  their  knees,  in  a  semicir- 
cle rofuad  them,  to  wait  their  commands. 

The  pridctpal  motive  of  thcpresent  visit  was  to  re- 
gulate tne  fdlowtng  points,  r  irst,  the  Japanese  requir- 
ed, on.tbe  strength  of  a  very  .ancient  law  in  the  coun- 
try^ that  all  arms,  that  is  to  say  cannon,  nmskets,  pis- 
tols, swords,  and  sabres,  should  be  delivered  up  immc- 
diatdy  to  ^  government,  to  be  kept  in  trust  tor  us  till 
our  departure. 

To  diisthe  ambassador  consented,  with  the  restric* 
tions :  First,  that  hifnself  and  the  officers  should  be  al- 
lowed to  retain  their  swords,  as  a  necessary  part  of  the 
unifocni,  which  could  not  be  laiddside  without  degra- 
dation to  themselves ;  and  secondly,  diat  a  guard  of 
honour,  of  aevai  nien^  should  in  like  manner  be  allow- 
ed to  Ktaia  thek  arms ;  the  Emperor  of  Russia  having 
appc^ntnd  such  a  guiurd  for  his  ambassador^  without 
which  he  was  not  to  appear. 

To  the  first  condition  a  ready  consent  was  given,  brjt 
the  second  was  the  source  of  much  difficulty.     The  in 
tcrpMers  earnestly  entreated  the  ambassador  to  forego 
this  condition,  as  it  was  absolutely  contrary  to  tlie  Uwf^ 
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of  their  country :  not  even  the  first  princes  of  the  land 
were  permitted  to  appear  any  where  with  exposed  fire- 
arms ;  they  must  always  be  shut  up  in  a  case.  The 
Japanese  offibrcd  him  the  largest  guard  of  honour  after 
*  their  own  manner;  but  they  assured  him  that  the  peo- 
ple would  be  very  much  astonished  to  sec  foreigners  in 
their  country  with  arms  in  their  hands ;  that  such  a 
thing  was  entirely  unheard  of,  and  that  it  was  a  tequcbt 
the  court  could  not  posdbly  receive.  As,  however, 
notwithstanding  these  representationsi  the  ambassador 
adheftd  to  his  demand,  no  answer  could  then  be  given : 
'farUier  orders  must  first  be  received :  most  probably  a 
courier  must  be  sent  to  Jedo  for  instructions. 

The  original  of  the  permission  granted  to  Lieute- 
nant  Laxmann,  is  required  in  the  name  of  the  governor. 
Granted. 

The  letter  from  the  Emperor  orHussia  to  theiEmpe- 
ror  of  Japan  is  requested,  and  the  ambassador  is  assur- 
ed  that  it  is  impossible  the  ship  can  be  admitted .  into 
the  harbour  of  Nangasaki  till  the  governor  is  perfectly 
instructed  in  the  contents  of  that  letter.  The  ambassa- 
dor, upon  this  request,  gave  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the 
Banjos  and  interpreters  to  read,  that  they  might  make 
themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  contents, 
and  observed,  that  his  sovereign  had  strictly  enjoined 
him  to  give  the  original  into  the  emperor's  own  hands, 
and  tlie  copy  to  the  governor  of  Nangasaki. 

The  Great  Men  examined  the  letter  attentively. "  It 
was  written  in  the  Russian,  the'  Japanese,  and  the 
Mandschurian  languages ;  but  they  soon  assured  the 
ambassador  that  they  could  not  understand  a  word  of 
it,  since  the  hand- writing  was  very  bad,  and  the  lan- 
guage only  that  in  vulgar  use;  that  the  governor  him- 
t>eir  must  have  if,  to  make  himself  accurately  acouaint- 
cd  widi  the  contents,  and  to  obtain  a  comj^ete  Know- 
ledge  of  the  views  of  the  embassv*  Baron  Von  Resa- 
noff  then  renewed  his  request  to  be  admitted  by  the  go- 
vernor  to  a  sf>eedy  audience,  assuring  the  dreat  Men 
that  he  would  then  fully  explain  the  contents  of  the  pa- 
per, and  the  views  with  which  he  had  been  sent  by  his 
master  on  the  embassy.    A3  tp  the  very  particular  anx- 
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itiy  expressed  with  regard  to  the  contents  of  the  letter, 
he  oould  only  say  that  it  stated  briefly  the  great  desire 
entertained  by  the  Imperial  Sovereign  of  all  the  Rus* 
sias  to  enter  into  a  strict  union  of  friendship,  and  inter* 
course  of  trade  with  the  Emperor  of  Japan.  The  am- . 
bassador  was  then  asked  what  were  to  be  the  conditions 
of  this  alliance  ?  To  which  he  replied,  that  he  was  the 
efficient  representative  of  his  sovereign,  endowed  with 
full  powers  to  arrange  the  conditions  according  to  cir* 
cumstancesy  and  so  as  to  establish  a  firm  and  lasting 
friendship  between  the  two  countries.  This  seemed  to 
make  a  strong  impression  upon  the  visitors. 

The  request  to  have  a  more  secure  anchoring  place 
allotted  for  the  vessel  was  accompanied  with  the  assur- 
ance that  if  the  Japaoese  government  had  any  distrust 
of  the  views  and  purposes  with  which  the  embassy  was 
sent^  they  were  very  ready  to  depart  again  immediately ^ 
They  must  only  in  that  case  request,  as  an  act  of  friend- 
ship, to  have  a  place  allotted  where  the  ship,  which  had 
been  exceedingly  damaged  by  the  bte  storm,  could  be 
repaired,  so  as  to  put  to  sea  again  with  safety.  On 
this  it  was  agreed  that  the  vessel  should  be  allowed  to 
anchor  west  of  the  Papen  mount^,  as  soon  as  the 
powder  alid  arms  were  given  up.  '  l*hey  were  accord* 
ingly  surrendered  at  that  moment,  as  there  were  a  great 
nuniber  of  small  boats  about  ready  to  take  charge  of 
them. 

As  it  was  now  dark,  the  state  officers,  during  the  time 
th^  the  powder  was  removed,  went  on  board  their  own 
vessel  to  eat  their  sujpper,  giving  orders  that  we  should 
be  towed  to  our  station  by  a  proper  number  of  boats. 
The  manner  in  whidb  this  was  performed  excited  our 
utmost  astonishment  Sixty  barks  were  'divided  into 
five  rows,  and  each  was  tied  to  the  other  with  strong 
cords;  thus  was  the  vessel  towed  along  with  the  utmost 
order  and  regularity,  and  in,  two  hours  carried  to  its 
new  station. 

Permission  was  on  this  day  given  to  the  chief  of  the 
Dutch  factory.  Mynheer  Doefl^  and  to  the  two  Dutch 
captains,  Musouetler  and  Bellmar,.  with  a  Dutch  tra- 
v^llcr^  Bgron  V  on  Pabst,  jto  ceme  and  visit  usb    Thify 


% 


200  ^TAT    iLT    JAtAif.' 

oflKncd  us  dieir  services,  as  diejr  tinderstood  Cterman, 
French,  and  English,  and  we  could  only  speak  broken 
Dutch,  ki  any  matters  of  busiiicbs  4uriiig  our  stay^  in 
which  they  could  be  useful  to  os,  . 

As  Mynheer  DoeiF  entered  die  cabin,  he  wi»  lEWie- 
diately  turning  to  the  ambassador  to  pay  htm  liie  pro- 
per saUitioii :  but  the  interpreters  took  him  pofildy  by 
the  arm,  turned  him  aside  gentiy,  and  said  tliathe  must 
fifht  make  a  complimeut  to  the  Gkeat  Meiu  Tliis 
was  done  in  a  very  demeaning  msmner,'  aceiapdiDg  to 
onr  ideas^  as  he  stood  for  some  lime  before  them  with 
his  head  bentdownwaeds^  and  his  arms  hanging  peipeii- 
dicuhrly  by  his  sides,  not  daring  on  any  accoonf  U»  faise 
his  bead.  As,  however,  he  thought,  after  awhile,  he 
had  kept  it  in  this  position  long  eiiou^  hs  tamed  it 
half  round  on  one  side,  and  asked  the  lolefprm^  Kan 
ik  -wederom^psiatm?  May  I  raise  it  up  again?  A 
like  compliment  must  also  be  paid  to  the  secretary  and 
the  Banjos ;  and  then  be  was  permitted  ta  pay  his  re^ 
spects  to.|he  ambassador^ 

Towards  eleven  o'clock,  die  treasurer  and  seeiretary 
took  their  leave ;  but  before  their  departure  ^e  Dutcli- 
men  were  again  required  to  pay  a  oompUinmt  to  the 
GreatMen.  Baroh  Fabst,  who  before  did  nM  seem  to 
think  this  attitude  of  submission  altogether  oonsisftent 
with  the  Dutdi  character,  wanted  to  have  stolen  unseen 
out  of  the  cabin,  and  escaped  the  compliment ;  but  the 
vigilant  interpreters  called  after  him :  **  Sir !  Myidieer 
Pabst!  you  cannot  go  t21  you  have  madie' the  ^GWeif 
Men  a  compliment.''  He  was  therefore  obliged  to  re- 
turn, and  submit  to  the  humiliating  custom.  Thb  was 
the^  only  opportuniqr  we  ever  had  of  enjoying  die  socie- 
ty of  these  cultivated  Dutchmen,  though  we  had  suffi* 
cient  reason  afterwards  to-  be  assured  diat  they  were 
very  excellent  men.  Thqr  were  never, .  on  ai^  foture 
occasion,  permitte<|^  to  visit  us,»  About  one  o'dock 
they  left  us,  in  comply  with  the  Banjos.    • 

On  the  tenth,  in  the  morning,  we  were  at  anchor  at  a 
little  distance  to  die  west  of  die  Pkpen  mountaiH.  The 
country  before  us .  was  eioremely  beautiful :  the  hills 
wereculdvatedAip  to  their  very  auinmits  :>  fertile  fields  in 
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ikt  Russias  as  his  representative  to  ^  Emperor  of 
Japan,  to  thank  him  for  the  permission  given  to  send  a 
Russian  ship  to  Nangasaki,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
propose  a  lasting  union  of  friendship  and  good- will  be« 
tween  the  two  countries ;  that  the  Russian  Emperor, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  subjects,  particularly  of  those  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Japan,  that  is,  the  inhabitants  of 
his  possessions  (m  the  western  coast  of  North  America, 
those  of  Kamschatka,  and  of  the  Aleutian  and  Kurile 
islands,  wished  to  establish  an  intercourse  of  .trade  with 
the  Japanese,  which  he  trusted  would  also  be  of  advan- 
tage to  the  latter,  by  ^ving  them  the  means  of  pro- 
curing objects  of  utility  from  bis  extensive  dominions. 
He  had  for  this  purpose  given  orders,  that  in  every  part 
of  these  dominions,  and  at  aH  times,  the  Japanese  ^uld 
be  received  in  the  most  friendly  manner.  That  four 
Japanese,  who  had  been  wrecked  upoo  die  Rusdan  ter* 
*  ritories,  and.  wished  to  return  back  to  their  native  land, 
were  now  restored ;  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  re« 
turns  thanks  to  the  Emperor  of  Japem,  for  the  politeness 
shewn  to  Lieutenant  Laxmann,  in  1792,  and  sends  him 
some  presents,  which,  though  not  of  any^.  great  value, 
yet,  as  being  objects  of  Russian  roanu&ctures,  and 
specimens  of  Russian  industry,  will  furmsh  the  means 
en  judging  of  the  situation  of  the  arts  in  Russb,  and 
what  objects  may  be  useful  and  agreeable  to  the  Ja- 
panese.'' 

The  principal  of  these  presents  were  a  very  durious 
clock,  in  the  form  of  an  elephant,  in  the  oriental  taste, 
ornamented  with  precious  stones,  and  a  great  deal  of 
costly  workmanship ;  two  very  large  looking-glasses, 
each  plate  being  fifteen  feet  bng,  and  six  broad,  with  a 
-uumber  of  smaller  glasses ;  a  very  expensive  and  nice- 
ly-selected 4)Iack  fox-skin  cloak,  and  an  ermine  cloak ; 
vases  of  fossil  ivory,  made  at  Archangel ;  beautiful  mus« 
kets,  pistols,  and  sabres ;  a  number  of  articles  in  steel, 
manufactured  at  Tula ;  superb  glass  lustres  and  vases  ; 
table  services  of  fine  glass  and  porcelain ;  tapestries,  and 
other  carpe tings ;  the  portrait  of  the  Russian  Emperor, 
by  Madame  Le  Brun  ;  marble  vases,  damasks,  velvets^, 
and  other  silk  goods  of  different  kinds;  fine  furs,  print- 
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ployodfordic  purpose,  were  very  desirous  of  learninsf 
the  Rassiw  language.  The  first  thing  they  inquired 
was.  how  they  were  to  ask  in  Russian,  IVhat  do  t/oit  - 
call  e/iis  ?  On  being  informed,  they  inquired  the  nanus 
of  various  objects,  desired  to  know  the  numerals,  the 
Russian  for  good  and  4arf>  for  good- mornings  and  Jare^ 
welly  and  lAxnoediately  began  to  make  use  of  the  infer* 
mation  they  had  obtained.  The  inquisitiveness,  t}>e 
readiness  at  learning,  and  the  memory  of  these  people^ 
surprised  us  exceedingly..  At  length  the  Banjos' told  us 
thai  the  next  day  was  «  great  festival  (a  kermesy  as  the 
Dutch  caU  k),  atid  pn  that  account  nobody  could  come 
to  us.  On  the  following  dayv  however,  the  Governor  of 
NangasaJu  would  hope  to  have  received  his  full  instruc- 
tions, as  he  expected  the  return  of  the  messenger  from 
Jedo,  but  tiH  then  he  must  entreat  that  we  would  be 
coaient  to  remain  at  anchor  where  we  then  were :  all  far. 
tlier  deliberations  and  arrangements  for  the  satisfaction 
of  our  wishes  must  be  deferred  to  that  time.  If,  howe- 
ver^ we  would  immediately  unpack  and  look  over  tlie 
presents  that  m;ight  happen  to  be  damaged,  they  could 
wi)^K)ut  delay  bring  a.  large  boat  alongside  the  ship  to 
receive  them.  To  this  proposal  no  answer  was  made. 
Towards  e^ht  o'clock  in  the  evening  tlie  Banjos  said  that 
as  tbey  ^uid  disturbed  us,  and  robbed  us  of  our  rest  for 
several  evenings,  they  would  not  then  incommode  us 
any  longer.  They  accordingly  returned  to  their  boat, 
and  werd  towed  buck  with  the  usual  ceremonies- , 

The  eleventh  erf  October  was,  as  they  had .  infcrmed 
us,  a  great  festival,  so  tiiai  we  were  left  entirely  to  our- 
selves  the  whole  day.  We  thought  there  were  more 
watch-l>oats  about  us-  tiun  usual.  We  made  our  re- 
majrks  to  eaph  ollkT  upon  die  nation  with  whom  we 
were  endeavouring  to  form  new  connexions,  upon  their 
cxces^ve  vigilai^ce>  upon  die  circiunspcction  with 
whicb  every  step .  was  taken :  it  seemed  as  if  the  least 
error  would  cost  the  life  even  of  the  persons  highest  in 
rank.  Every  thought,  every  qi^stion,  every  word, 
was  weighed  iil  die  nicest  manner,  and  appeared  to 
have  some  particular  aim  in  view. 

At  daybreak  on  thu  tWvlfth,  five   Chinese  j«]nks,* 
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which  had  been  at  anchor  on  the  other  side  of  Ae  Papen 
mountain,  put  to  sea.  They  were  towed  out  by  Japa- 
nese boats  nearly  to  the  place  whefc  we  lay.  The  cries 
ef  the  numerous  crews,  their  hripleasness,  the  time  and 
trouble  it  cost  diem  to  make  very  little  way,  and  to 
spread  out  a  sail  only  of  matting,  as  well  as  the  heavy 
wretched  manner  in  which  the  vessels  were  construct- 
ed, gave  us  a  convincing  proof  how  much  the  Chinese 
are  behind-hand  with  s^  g^t  many  other  nations  in  the 
art  of  ship-building.  *  These  vessels  can  only  sail  be- 
fore the  wmd,  and  they  were  obliged  therefore  twice, 
upon  trifling  changes,  which  to  an  European  would 
have  been  nothing,  to  put  back  again  into  the  harbour, 
till  at  length,  by  means  of  a  continued  nordi-east  wind, 
they  succeeded  in  getting  out  to  sea. 

About  eleven  o^clock  this  day  we  saw  the  boat  of  a 
Great  Man  coming  towards  us  with  flags  flying  and 
drums  beating,  ana  towed  along  by  a  great  nummr  of 
other  boats.  The  governor  had  sent  two  secretaries  of 
state,  who,  with  many  excuses,  brought  back  the  copy 
of  the  letter  which,  two  days  before,  had  been  received 
with  so  much  pleasure,  begging  to  have  a  true  and  lite- 
ral translation  of  it  in  the  Dutch  language.  They  ob- 
served, that  the  letters  and  words  were  indeed  Japanese, 
but  that  it  was  impossible  to  understand  the  meaning^, 
nor  could  the  least  connexion  be  made  out  by  any 
means  whatever.  To  save  oursdves  any  ftrdier  trou- 
ble and  vexation  about  this  matter,  we  explained  every 
sentence  m  well  as  we  could ;  but,  unfortunately,  iK>t 
one  among  oar  whole  party  could  properiy  be  said  to 
understand  the  Dutch  language.  The  great  readiness 
of  comprehension,  which  1  have  already  mentioned  &at 
xve  had  remarked  amoi^  the  interpreters,  was  now  of 
the  utmost  assistance  to  us. 

When  the  translation  was  completed,  it  was  evident 
the  Japanese  h^d  acquired' a  difierent  idea  of  the  views 

*  This  lejlter  had  be«n  translated  from  the  Russian  language 
into  the  Japanese,  by  one  of  the  people  of  Japan  already^  men* 
tioned,  who  was  living  at  Irkutak.  The  translator,  however, 
jt  must  be  coniessedy  had  been  formerly  only  a  fisherman, 
from  whom  no  great  corz'eitncss  of  style  *vas  to  be  cxpecte^. 
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wiA  which  our  embassy  vms  sent  For  instance,  in 
the  Japanese  trahslation  of  the  letter,  the  ambassador 
was  desicpuitcd  as  a  chamberlain,  and  his  office  was  re- 
presented as  being  similar  to  that  of  a  little  country 
prince ;  but  when  they  learnt  the  real  rank  and  dignity 
of  lus  person,  they  examined  very  attentively  the  key 
of  hb  office,  and  the  ribband  of  his  order;  and  asked 
with  g^t  naivete  whether  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
could  confer  upon  foreign  monarchs,  for  example,  upon 
the  Emperor  of  Japan,  or  the  Governor  of  Nangasaki, 
such  an  cxder.  But  though  they  had  now  a  so  mucli 
higher  idea  of  the  rank  of  our  ambassador,  they  expres- 
sed great  surprise  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  should 
have  written  the  letter  himself,  a  thing  never  done  by 
the  Emperor  of  Japan.  Even  the  name  of  the  reign- 
ing emperor,  they  said,  was  in  their  country  kept  a  pro- 
found secret ;  the  subjects  never  knew,  till  his  death, 
what  the  po'son  who  had  reigned  over  tl)em  was  called. 

The  Japanese  whom  we  had  brought  with  us  were 
then  presented  to  the  Great  Man^  dressed  in  their  silk 
clothes  of  Russian  manufacture ;  and  each  shewed  dip 
silver  watch  and  the  twenty  ducats  with  which  he  had 
been  presented  by  the  Russian  tnonarch.  The  inter- 
preters begged  us  to  instruct  them  in  the  Russian  lan^ 
guage,  ando&red  to  instruct  us  without  any  expense  in 
the  Japanese.  We  found  the  people  of  distinction  here 
uniformly  polite  and  courteous  in  their  manners :  but 
fhr  Aeir  language  and  costim^,  we  might  have  sup- 
posed ourselves  among  tiie  most  polished  Europeans. 

About  five  o^clock  in  tl)e  evening  all  business  was 
concluded.  The  next  day,  the  thirteenth,  they  toW  us 
would  be  again  a  festival  or  kcrmes,  therefore  nobody 
would  visit  us ;  but  the  following  morning  we  might 
depend  upon  their  bringing  answers  to  several  of  our 
questions.  The  Chinese  junks,  on  account  of  contrary 
winds,  retarncd  into  harbour  again  this  afternoon.  We 
were  all  tiienext  day  surrounded  by  a  vast  number  of 
boats ;  and  we  observed,  that  wlien  the  guard  was  re* 
lieved,  the  crown  sailors  changed  thqr  clothes,  and  ap- 
peared in  their  usual  dresses,  so  that  tlicy  evidently  wore 
their  uniforms  ctnly  when  they  were  in  actual  service*.    - 


:308  St  AT    AT   JAYAKi 

On  the  fourteenth,  a  stroffg.north  wind  vose,  which 
increased  by  degrees  very  much.  The  fittle  open 
bua«s  were  constrained  to  quit  their  stations  about  our 
ship,  and  take  shelter  behind  the  Papen  mountain. 
From  the  great  cries  and  noise  made  by  the  boatmen, 
tliey  seemed  to  have  thought  their  lives  in  knminent 
danger.  Many  trading  vessels  ran  into  the  barbonr  at 
this  moment,  perhaps  also  to  seek  shelter*  On  account 
of  this  wind,  we  did  not  receive  any  firesh  provisions 
the  whole  day  :  we  Mere  obliged  to  be  contented  with 
our  salted  ship  meat. 

In  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth  a  supply  was  brought 
us,  with  many  excuses  that  they  had  not  been  able  to 
come  the  preceding  day.  It  consisted  of  sweet  pota- 
toes, turnips,  radishes,  pork,  fish,  bread,  and  rice. 
About  eleven  o'clock,  the  weather  being  calm,  the  Ban- 
jos, with  his  train,  arrived.  The  ambassador,  wdaried 
.  with  so  many  ceremonials,  and  the  perpetual  repetition 
of  tlie  same  questions,  received  the  Great  Man  now 
somewhat  coldly,  and  said  be  was  not  very  viell.  The 
Banjos  brought  information  of  the  arrival  of  a  new  go. 
vemor  at  Nangasaki,  who,  together  with  the  old,  pro^ 
mised  that  the  vessel  shoukl  soon  be  admitted  ktto  the 
harbour,  and  that  in  future  we  should  never  fiEtil  of  hav- 
ing a  supply  of  provisions.  They  both  assuved  the  am^ 
bassador  of  their  high  esteem  and  fi'iendship,  and  en- 
treated him  to  have  patience  yet  for  a  shoi%  time.  If  he 
had  been  an  insignificant  personage,  like  Lieutenant! 
Laxmann,  he  wouki  have  been  in  the  harbour  long 
ago ;  but  for  so  Great  a  Man  they  must  wait  the  com-  ^ 
mands  of  the  court  as  to  the  nuumer  in  which  he  was  * 
to  be  received,  and  make  the  necessary  preparatioii^, 
that  every  thing  might  be  suitable  to  his  rank  and  d^-^ 
nity.  The  ambassador  pressed  eamesdy,  partly  on  ac- 
count of  his  own  indisposition,  pardy  Sot  the  sake  ot^ 
repairing  the  ship,  to  baye  a  safer  anchcra^  allotted  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  the  interpreter  praoiiaed  to  bmg 
.  an  answer  to  this  request  the  next  mominff- 

lu  the  general  conversation  that  ensuea,  the  interpre- 
ters  said  that  both  the  governors  had  a  just  idea  of  the 
greatness  and  dignity  of  the  Imperial  Russian  reprcsen- 


STAT    Ar   JAtAS.  *5o9 

tative,  and  oa  that  account  Wad  given  wdcra'  to  all  the 
princesofthccountry,  as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Nangasaki  and  the  neighbourhood,  not  only  to  make 
known  the  airival  of  so  distinguished  a  personage  from 
Russia,  but  had  also  strictly  commanded  that  this 
Great  mm  and  all  Russians  should  be  received  with 
the  utmost  respect  and  esteem,  and  that  every  occasion 
of  giving  them  displeasure  should  be  carefully  avoid- 
ed. All  the  princes  and  people  of  distinction  of  the 
cfaunlry,  they  said,  had  been  summoned  to  Nangasaki, 
to  be  present  at  tfie  reception  of  the  ambassador,  and 
tlie  town  itself  was  to  be  cleaned  for  the  occasion*. 
At  the  same  time  they  gave  its  to  understand  tliat  the 
boats  by  wliich  our  ship  was  always  surrounded  were 
intended  aa  a  guard  of  honour.  Towards  noon  they 
left  us,  repeating  their  promise  that  an  answer  should 
be  brought  the  next  day  respecting  tlie  change  of  aij- 
chorage. 

Iiwas  now  very  fine  clear  ivcather,  and  an  immense 
■number  of  pleasure  boats,  ivithout  flags,  were  rowing 
about,  most  of  them  filled  with  women,  who  appeared, 
:  they  seemed  to  be  in- 
ne  and  examine  our  ship, 
to  keep  without  the  line 
le  Chinese  junks,  which 
e  mcH'e  to  put  to  sea,  did 
;fore,  and  rel;umed  again 
pectedly,  the  half;feigned 
)r  produced  a  most  hap> 
bout  nine  o'clock,  came 
1  intelligeAce  from  both 
noming  early  we  should 
:.  They  were  sent  that 
nformatuxi,  that  the  ai|i- 
ease  up.(^  tlve  subject ; 
nmisMoned  to  say,  that 

'  I  do  not  know  what  vas  tne&nt  by  this,  ^oc  the  sy«et<, 
t^<n  onljr  of  this  town,  but  of  all  the  nwru  In  the  ithai,  are  ^ • 
■■Tays  kept  remaFkab^  clean.  "  ' ' 
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compdifil^  the  wwtsn^  die  fiddiQr  of  each  reporter  is 
ascertained  with  the  greater  certabty. 

Abouttwdre  o*e£cktbe  anchor  was  weighed,  and 
we  were  towed  to  the  other  side  of  the  Papen  moun- 
tain.  Here,  for  the  first  time,  we  saw  the  town  of 
Nan^rasaki  at  th^distance  of  some  miles.  The  Banjos 
remained  on  boeid  during  this  change  of  place.  Geo- 
graphy appeared  paiticularly  to  attract  their  attention. 
Tbey  were  very  desirous,  as  had  been  all  our  former 
visitors,  of  obtaining  all  posable  information  respecting 
thesituation,extentof  territory,  and  population  of  the 
great  Russian  empire.  They  followed  our  route  upoti 
the  maps,  and  ihquired  very  minutely  into  the  dis- 
tances firom  one  place  to  another.  They  begged  to  see 
the  fittle  pocket  globe,  which  had  been  so  much  talked 
of  inaB  companies  at  Nangasaki,  and  made  a  great  ma- 
ny inquiries  respecting  the .  arts  and  manu&ctures  in 
Russia,  ^ledmens  of  which  were  shewn  them.  They 
admired  the  astronomical  instruments  f  and,  notwith- 
stamfing  th^t  they  hai*  no  idea  of  the  use  of  tibem,  from 
curiosity  would  see  the  sun.  I  the  rather  mention  thi^ 
circumstance,  in  order  to  correct  an  erroneous  idea 
which  prevails  very  generally,  that  the  Japanese,  from 
a  rd^pous  ptejudice,  will  not  look  either  at  the  sun  or 
the  stars. 

Ha^g  come  to  an  anchqr  in  our  new  situation  about 
one  o'clock,  the  Banjos  took  their  leave.  An  incredi- 
ble number  of  boats  of  all  sizes,  full  of  company  of 
both  sexes,  but  particularly  of  the  fair  sex,  came  out 
from  the  town  in  tlie  afternoon  to  satisfy  their  curiosity 
withas^htof  the  great  Russian  ship,  but  none  were 
allowed  to  come  within  the  line  of  our  guard  of  honour. 
On  the  declivity  of  a  neighbouring  hill  we  saw  a  house 
surrounded  with  palisades,  and  with  a  screen  before'  it, 
which  we  were  told  was  an  imperial  guard-house.  At 
ni^t  tius  gumid-house,  with  the  boats  around  us,  were 
lighted  widi  a  great  number  of  lanterns,  which  made  a 
very  brilliant  illumination. 


.  • 
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(Chapter  xl 


Road  behind  the  Papen  Jfounicm^'^Oc^utrences  there 
from  the  Seventeenth  of  October  tUl  the  Ninth  of 
Naoember.^^Anchofring  Place  before  the  Imperial 
Guard-House^  and  Negodations  there. — Departure 
from  the  Anehpring-Ptace^  and  Entrante  into  Mega- 


FROM  the  seventeenth  to  the  twenty.first  nothing 
particular  pcctired.  Parties  of  pleasure  came  every  day 
from  the  town  to  contemplate  me  Kus^an  ship.  The 
boat  of  the  Prince  of  Fisi  was  distinguished  above  all 
the  others  for  its  superior  splendour*  As  an  indication 
that  he  was  himadf  on  board,  it  %vas  decorated  with  a 
variety  of  flag;s,  staves,  bows  and  arrows,  muskets,  and 
other  insignia  of  honour :  tlie  muskets  were  all  in  or* 
namentcd  cases.  A  large  drum,  with  a  sound  as  if 
muffled,  and  the  measured  cry  of  the  rowers,  were  to  be 
heard  at  a  considerable  distance^ 

The  number  of  people  thus  attracted  to  ^re  at  us 
were  no  less  entertaining  to  us  than  we  were  to  tlieni. 
Sometimes  we  saw  a  boat  filled  with  children,  from  ten 
to  fourteen  years  old,  so  that  it  seemed  as  if  a  whole 
school  had  been  biought  out  to  be  treated  widi  a  sight 
of  the  Russians.  In  others  were  women,  who,  to  judge 
by  the  richness  of  thek  clothings  must  have  been  of  high 
rank.  There  were  mothers  with  infants  at  the  breast, 
and  young  girls  with  stringed  instruments ;  in  some  of 
the  boats  the  people  had  telescopes,  which  were  handed 
from  one  to  the  otJier ;  in  short,  old  ai^d  young,  marri- 
ed  and  tinmarrjcd,  all  came  to  gratify  tlieir  curioshy. 
Among  tlie  women,  the  married  were  easily  to  be  dis- 
tinguished ftom  the  unmarried  by  tUc  b!ack  front  t':*etli^ 


whicb,  from  their  exceeding  delight,  and  laughing  so 
frequaitly,  were  often  shewn  to  our  great  disgust.  As 
long  as  a  girl  remains  unmarried  the  teeth  are  not  black* 
ed. 

TTie  neighbouring  country,  too,  was  become  e:^ 
ceedingly  animated.  Numbers  of  parties  were  made 
from  uic  town  to  the  shore  near  where  we  lay,  and  a 
little  temple  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  close  by  was  the  per- 
petual resort  of  company.  It  was  qo^less  amusing  to 
observe  these  land  parties  than  those  on  the  water. 
The  company  would  sit  in  groups  to  eat  rice  or  otiier 
provisions  which  they  had  brought  mth  them,  then 
visit  the  temple,  or  walk  about,  and  this  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  day.  The  provisions  were  commonly 
brought  in  beautiful  litde  japanned  boxes,  and  were 
eaten  with  a  couple  of  little  sticks  instead  of  forks. 

On  the  twenty-first  the  thermometer  was  as  low  as 
10^ ;  and  accustomed  as  we  had  been  for  some  time 
to  a  much  greater  degree  of  heat,  we  found  this  very 
cdd.  Although  the  weather  was  fine  and  clear,  few 
boats  were  to  be  seen.  Towards  the  afternoon  an  in- 
terpreter came  to  the  ship,  but  as  he  had  no  Banjos 
wim  him,  he  did  not  dare  to  venture  on  board.  In  or* 
der,  therefore,  to  discharge  his  commission,  he  beg^ 
that  somebody  from  us  would  come  into  his  boat.  Jfle 
then  drew  a  paper  from  his  bosom,  containing  the  foi^ 
lowing  instructions  ^d  propositions  on  the  part  of  the 
governor. 

I^irst*  As  the  Dutch  vessels  would  leave  their  anchor-^ 
ing  place  the  next  dkiy,  and  as  it  was  an  ancient  custom 
that  all  Dutch  ships  at  their  departure  should  salute  the 
imperial  Japanese  fortress,  the  governor  thought  it  pro- 
per we  should  be  infqrmed  of  it,  that  we  migl;^^  under^ 
stand  the  reason  of  so  many  cannon  being  fired. 

Secondly.  We  were  requested  not  to  send  any  boat 
or  bark  either  to  the  Dutch  ships  or  to  the  neighbour- 
ing uninhabited  island.  A  like  request  was  made  to 
the  Dutch. 

Thirdly.  All  provisions  that  we  wished  to  have 
sbould  be  sent  us  free  of  cost.  It  was  not  allowable 
Pxwy  one  to  sell  thincrs^for  juoney,  a^id  the  crovcrnof* 
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therefore  had  to  b^  pardon  of  fhe  mbassador,  ibaf,  the 
Japanese  tobacco-pipes,  which  he  had  lequesled  some 
days  before,  had  not  been  sent  to  him.  According  to 
hb  instructions  from  the  court,  hq  oould  not  permit  any 
stranger  to  purchase  the  most  triflii^  arlsde ;  he  must, 
thererare^  entreat  our  patience  till  he  received  his  fitfther 
instructions  from  Jeda 

Our  patience,  however,  as  it  appeared  from  Ac  int^* 
preter,  would  not  in  this  instance  De  verv  slightly  taxed, 
since  he  reponed  diat  the  courier  mient  very  possibly 
not  return  foTfiveand-twenty  or  thirty  days.  The  am. 
bassador  availed  himself  of  the  intarpreter  to  send  a 
message  to  die  governor,  requesting  that  he  mi^  be 
permitted  to  dispatch  letters  to  his  own  country  by  the 
Dutch  ships  that  were  about  to  satt. 

These  Dutch  ships  quitted  Desima  die  same  day, 
and  came  to  anchor  nearer  to  us.  They  each  sahited 
the  imperial  Japanese  fortress  with  a  hundred  and  fifty 
'guns,  fired  at  unequal  intervals,  but  not  a  sin^  gun 
was  rf:tumed  by  the  fortress.  Thb  led  us  to  presume 
that  the  Japanese  really  have  no  cannon.  The  fine 
weather,  and  periiaps  also  the  movement  of  the  Dutch 
ships,  agam  brought  out  parties  to  the  amount  of  some 
thousands  of  persons  as  we  judged,  and  the  neighl}our* 
ing  temple  was  crowded;  particularly  by  handsome  wo- 
men. In  the  darkness  d  the  night,  the  illumination  of 
the  harbour,  and  the  guard  house  upon  the  shorty  «vas 
really  a  very  beautiful  sight  I  counted  widun  the  cir- 
cle more  than  four  hundred  lanterns* 

On  the  twenty-third  the  ambassador  sent  a  message 
to  the  governor,  requesting  to  speak  with  a  Banjos. 
Accordingly  the  next  day  towards  noon  two  came,  ac- 
companied by  two  interpreters,  to  hear  what  he  wished 
to  say.  The  ambassador  then  told  them,  diat  be  was 
very  anxious  to  have  an  interview  with  the  commanders 
of  the  Dutch  shins ;  at  least,  he  begged  that  Captain 
Krusenstcm  might  be  permitted  to  visit  them  before 
their  departure, «s  he  held  it  his  duty  towards  his  own 
sovereign  not  to  omit  such  an  opportunity  of  informing 
liim  that  the  vessel  was  happily  arrived  at  Japan. 
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&  Ac  aeomd  place,  Ac  ambassador  said,  be  could  not 
poceive,  without  some  displeasure,  that  the  Dutch 
shipSj  which  were  only  trading  vessels,  were  allowed  to 
fire  s  gun  every  morning  and  evening,  and  that  this  pri- 
vilegewas  denied  to  a  Russian  ship  of  war,  under  the 
pretence  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  Uws  of  Japan^  That 
this  was  an  offence  to  the  Russian  flag,  and  be  therefore 
demanded  the  same  privilege  allowed  to  the  Dutch. 

Widi  regard  to  what  had  been  said  of  supplying  our 
ship  with  provisions  free  of  expense,  he  had  many  ac- 
knowledgments to  make  for  such  an  instance  of  libo"- 
afity.  He  did  not,  however,  wish  this  to  be  done,  and 
be  rather,  as  our  supply  of  provisioQs4iad  been  brought 
very  irregularly ;  the  day  before,  fw  example,  we  had 
net  received  any  supply  at  all.  He  would,  therefore, 
conskkr  it  as  an  act  of  friendship  to  be  permitted  to 
to  ordo-  them  at  regular  stated 

it  he  was  exceedingly  hurt  at 
^k  past  totally  negkcted ;  he 
friendship  which  his  Imperial 
representative  he  was,  had  a 
lapanese  ;  and  neither  himself, 
would  tave  come  to  Japan,  if 
reattnent.  After  having  over- 
;ers  to  arrive  there,  he  was  now 
tut  rather  detained  as  a  crimi- 
During  fourteen  months  that 
1  led  a  kind  of  life  to  which  he 
i,  and  his  health  hiid  suf&red 
St,  therefore,  earnestly  entreat 
■lAs  officers,  might  be  permit- 
shore,  though  it  v/^e  only  on 
IT,  to  walk  atxiut  and  take  the 
recovery  :  tliis  his  physician 
necessary.  He  also  again  re. 
ome  liotise  oti  shore  might  be 
auld  unpack  and  put  in  order 
tfie  Emperor  of  Japan,  and 
light,  be  allotted  for  repairing 
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the  damages  done  to  the  ship  ici  the  violent  storm  wve 
had  cxperiencccL 

To  this  latter  clause  the  interpFeter  answered^  that  he 
was  commissioned  by  both  the  governors  to  say,  that 
the  ambassador  must  surely  think  they  had  no  ears. 
His  wishes  to  live  on  shore,  to  unpack  the  presents,  and 
to  repair  the  ship,  were  sufficiently  known  to  them,  but 
they  were  themselves  in  the  greatest  embarrassment, 
and  could  not  do  any  thing  contrary  to  the  established 
laws.  They  must  therefore  once  more  entreat  him  to 
have  patience  till  the  answer  from  Jedo  could  arrive, 
when  they  hoped  for  the  most  ample  instructions  upon 
every  point  that  had  been  brought  mto  discussion* 

All  these  representations  were  faidifuUy  written  dft  wu 
by  the  interpreters,  and  the  interview  concluded  with 
the  ambassador  expressing  a  wish  to  be  visited  £rom 
time  to  time  by  some  of  the  Japanese,  if  it  was  only 
•for  the  pleasure  it  afforded  him  to  hear  of  the  governor's 
health.  The  interpreters  seemed  to  feel  that  the  am^ 
bassador  had  not  expressed  so  much  displeasure  with*- 
otit  just  cause,  and  endeavoured  to  excuse  all  by  ui^ing 
the  singular  constitutions  of  their  country,  and  the  un- 
changeable  nature  of  their  laws.  On  being  questioned 
farther  as  to  the  time  when  the  answer  might  be  expect, 
ed  from  Jedo,  they  frankly  owned  that  the  couriers  bad 
been  dispatched  on  the  eleventh  and  the  thirteenth,  and 
that  it  must  be  at  least  from  twenty-seven  to  thirQr  days 
^fore  the  answer  could  be  received.  The  length  of 
time  astonished  us  exceedingly,  and  made  us  so  much . 
the  more  urgent  to  have  permission  sometimes  to  go  on 
ohore  in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  anchoring-place. 

Among  other  things,  the  interpreters  now  asked  when 
the  ambassador  would  ^e  up  the  Japanese  he  had 
brought  from  Russia  ?  To  this  he  replied,  that  at  the 
first  audience  granted  him  he  should  deliver  them  up 
with  his  own  hands  to  the  governor,  conformably  to  the 
commission  he  had  received.  With  regard  to  the  let- 
ters the  ambassador  wished  to  send  to  Eui^Dpe,  they 
bcp^ed  to  know  the  size  and  number  of  them. 

On  the  same  day  in  the  afternoon  we  observed  a  very 
ferge,  high,  apd  handsome   boat^   with 'thirty- six  or 
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thirty-eight  rowers,  and  towed  by  a  great  number  of 
boats,  coming  towards  our  ship.  It  had  only  one  very 
deep  red  flag,  with  a  round  white  pattern  in  the  middle, 
and  was  besides  decorated  with  some  staves  of  honour. 
The  rowers  were  all  in  garments  of  dark  blue,  vvith  a 
blue  and  white  check  ovel*  the  breast  and  back-  Our 
guard-ships  said  that  it  was  the  boat  of  Prince  Tschin- 
godsi,  nephew  to  the  Emperor  of  Japan,  with  his  High- 
ness  himself  on  board.  It  was  accompanied  by  several 
other  boats.  The  measured  cry  of  the  rowers  was  to 
be  heard  at  a  very  great  distance.  The  appearance  of 
the  whole  together  was  really  grand  and  commanding. 

About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  came  a  supply  of  * 
provision^,  but  not  till  we  had  sent  after  them  to  Nan- 
gasaki,  desiring  at  the  same  time  to  speak  with  an  in- 
terpreter.   Many  excuses  were  now  made  that  the 
things  bad  not  been  sent  earlier  in  the  day  ;  but  the  , 
people  said  that  Prince  Tschingodsi  had  arrived  in  the 
morning,  and  it  was  necessary  to  prepare  for  his  recep- . 
tion.     This  had  put  a  stop  to  all  other  business. 

On  the  twenty. sixth,  about  two  o'clock,  the  inter- 
preters came,  accompanied  by  two  officers,  who  brought 
the  answers  to  some  of  the  points  which  had  been  men- 
tioned the  d^y  befc»^.  To  that  about  sending  letters 
to  Eurc^  by  the  Dutch  ships,  the  answer  was,  that 
although  it  was  entirely  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Japan 
to  admit  of  any  interchange  of  letters  between  foreign 
nations  coming  into  the  harbour,  and  consequently  that 
t\o  Chinese  had  ever  been  allowed  to  send  letters  by 
Dutch  vessels  gobig  from  thence  to  China ;  nor  had 
any  Dutch  been  permitted  to  send  letters  by  vessdd 
from  China,  going  to  Europe  ;  yet  th«  governor^  out  of 
particular  respect  for  the  Kus^an  ambassador,  would 
permit' him  to  send  two  unsealed  letters  by  the  Dutch 
ships.  This  proposal  was  not  very  weU  received  by 
the  ambassador,  and  he  represented  in  strong  terms  the 
impropriety  of  sending  his  Emperor  unsealed  dispatches* 
It  was,  therefore,  at  length  agreed  that  the  letters  were 
to  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  Governor  of 
Nangasaki,  who,  after  he  had  read  them,  should  send 
them  back  by  a  Banjos,  whea.  they  might  be  scaled  bjT 

Ee  ■ 
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the  ambassador  in  his  jxescnoe,  «d  tlien  returned  to 
the  governor,  to  be  by  him  remitted  to  the  Dutch  offi- 
cers. If  these  letters  were  prepared  by  the  morrow, 
they  might  be  submitted  imm^iately  to  the  governor, 
ivho  would  return  them  the  same  day. 

As  to  the  request  for  permission  to  go  on  shore,  tlie 
answer  was,  that  it  was  strictly  forbidden  to  any  stran- 
ger to  land  without  a  special  permission  from  me  Em- 
peror* The  illness,  however,  of  the  ambassador  should 
make  an  exception  to  this  rule  ;  and  the  governor^  out 
of  particular  respect  and  esteem  for  him,  would  appoiut 
a  i^ce  on  the  nearest  part  of  the  shore,  where  he  might 
walk.  With  this  view  the  interpreter  indicated  two 
places  which  could  be  seen  from  die  ship,  giving  the 
ambassador  his  choice  between  them.  The  choice  be- 
ing made,  a  delay  of  a  few  days  was  requested,  that  thtf 
place,  which  was  upon  a  large  island,  might  be  made 
ready,  and  a  small  house  run  up  for  shelter  to  the  am- 
bassador in  case  of  rain,  and  tliat  a  pallisade  might  be 
formed  of  bamboo  canes,  to  keepthe  populace  or  from 
incommoding  his  excellency.  The  true  reason  oi  this 
was,  however,  evidently*  to  prevent  the  Russians  going 
beyond  the  narrow  limits  prescribed  to  them* 

W  ith  respect  to  the  delay  in  sending  provi^ons,  ma- 
ny excuses  were  made,  concluding  with  a  promise  that 
there  should  not  in  future  be  any  reason  for  complaints 
on  this  subject.  We,  however,  afterwards  learnt  that 
the  pretence  of  every  body  having  been  occupied  witii 
the  arrival  of  Prince  Tschingodsi  was  a  mere  fiction ; 
ibat  his  court  only  had  arrived ;  he  himself  was  not  e^w- 

Eected  for  some  days.  An  answer  to  the  requisiti(»i  of 
eing  allowed  to  fire  the  morning  md  evening  gun  was 
promised  the  next  day.  In  the  meantime  we  observed 
that  this  evening  the  Dutch  did  not  fire  as  before. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  at  day-break  we  saw  a  gteaf 
manv  men  at  work  at  the  place  destined  for  our  walk. 
In  the  afternoon  the  interpreters  came  for  the  letters^ 
when  they  inquired  very  minutely  into  the  contents, 
nTiting  down  the  translation  as  they  were  informed  of 
them.  They  promised  at  the  same  time  to  bring  tlieni 
back  the  next  morning,  rtiat  the  ambassador  might  staJ 
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ihem  in  the  presence  of  the  Banjos*.  We  were  also 
informed  that  the  place  where  we  were  to  walk  wbuld 
be  ready  for  us  on  the  morrow,  and  we  should  have, 
perm^sion  to  go  on  shore. 

On  the  following  day,  in  the  afternoon,  came  two 
Banjos  with  some  interpreters,  and  brought  back  the 
ambassador's  letter  to  be  sealed.  It  was  mClosed  in  a 
little  box  made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  extremely 
neat,  bound  round  with  a  silk  ribband,  and  fastened 
with  a  cLisp.  A  little  strip  of  paper  over  the  clasp 
marked  the  place  where  the  seal  was  to  be  affixed,  and 
the  clasp  could  not  be  opened  without  tearing  it.  The 
letter  was  sealed  in  presence  of  the  Banjos,  and  con- 
signed  again  to  him  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Dutch  Cap- 
tains. The,  Oreat  Man  said,  before  he  departed,  that 
our  walk  would  be  ready  that  evening  or  early  the  next 
momiog,  and  assured  us  that  the  permission  to  go  on 
shore  was  a  deviation  from  the  common  rule,  granted 
solely  out  of  respect  and  esteem  for  the  ambassador,  be- 
cause the  indifferent  state  of  his  health  required  it. , 

We  had  remarked  people  constantly  at  work  upon 
the  place  for  the  last  two  days,  nay  even  all  night,  and 
saw,  to  our  great  astonishment,  early  this  morning,  a 
small  wooden  house  run  up,  which  had  been  entirely 
completed  in  the  night.  The  officers  were  permitted  to 
wear  their  swords  on  shore,  but  were  forbidden  to  car- 
ry a  gun  with  them  to  shoot  birds.  This  last  prohibi- 
tion appeared  to  u^  very  curious,  since  as  we  were  al^ 
ready  deprived  of  our  powder,  there  would  have  been 
no  particular  utility  in  carrying  a  gun. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, came  two  Banjqs  with  the  interpreters,  to  im- 
part the  joyful  tidings  that  the  walk  was  ready  for  the 

•  A  single  letter  only  was  therefore  sent  by  us  from  Nanga- 
&aki  to  Europe,  and  that  with  much  difficnity,  and  before  wc 
had  set  our  feet  on  Japanese  ground.  A  y«ar  after,  however, 
letters  dated  from  Japan,  purporting  to  be  from  usf  and  giving 
ai^account  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Japanese,  ap* 
peared  in  scvcpfcl  German  publications.  But  these  fictions, 
imposed  upon  the  public  as  orginals,  were  compilations  from 
Cliarleyoix,  Thunbsrg,  and  Kaempfcr.  This  v/as  carrvUip:  the 
'K^ntia  /iQctica  somewhat  too  far. 
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ambassador^  and  that  thejr  were  ordered  to  conducthiin 
thither :  for  the  future,  they  added,  he  would  be  at  li- 
berty to  go  whenever  he  chose,  only  givhig  notice  be- 
forehand to  the  officer  upon  guard,  that  he  might  first 
examine  whether  the  walk  was  clean  and  fit  for  his  re« 
ception :  in  fact,  this  notice  was  required  that  time 
might  be  given  to  order  the  proper  gtiard  to  the  place. 
Another  condition,  dotlied  in  the  form  of  a  request,  was, 
that  the  ambassador  would  never  take  more  than  nine 
officers  on  shore  with  him,  and  that  none  of  the  sailors 
should  be  allowed  to  go :  also,  that  nobody  should 
think  of  staying  on  shore  during  the  night  The  Ban* 
jos  moreover  brought  a  letter  from  Mynheer  Doeff,  the 
Putch  factor,  to  the  ambassador,  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt  of  the  dispatch  for  the  Russian  Emperor,  and  pro- 
mising to  forward  it  from  Batavia  to  Europe  by  the 
first  possible  opportunity. 

On  this  the  ambassador  with  some  officers  descended 
into  the  boat,  to  tread  for  the  first  time  on  Japanese 
ground.  The  shrouds  were  manned  for  the  occasion 
by  the  sailors,  who  gave  three  cheers  as  the  boat  moved 
off.  The  Opperbaiijos,  widi  several  guardships  and  a 
number  of  litde  Japanese  boats,  followed  us.  As  we 
drew  near  to  the  destined  place,  which  we  reached  in 
about  ten  minutes,  we  found  it  small  beyond  all'  idea. 
It  was  a  walk  not  more  than  twice  the  length  of  our  ship, 
inclosed  \>  ith  a  pallisade  of  bamboo  canes.  Ever}' 
plant  and  blade  of  grass  was  torn  away ;  the  soil  was 
perfectly  levelled,  and  it  was  strewed  over  with  sand. 
A  small  wt)odcn  summerhouse,  open  in  front,  was  to 
serve  as  our  shelter  in  case  of  rain ;  the  inner  room  was 
raised  about  two  feet,  and  was  covered  with  thin  red 
carpeting. 

According  to  custom,  the  ambassador  had  the  Rus- 
sian standard  with  the  double  eagle  carried  before  him, 
and  he  sat  down  in  the  bouse  upon  a  chair  which  hod 
been  brought  from  the  ship.  Some  of  the  Banjos  wel- 
comed him  in  the  name  of  the  governors,  and  in  con- 
formity with  Japanese  politciiebs,  made  him  a  tor.-i- 
pliment  as  from  tlicni.  Tliis  consisted  in  a  strij>  o/ 
V.  bite  paper  about  tluce  fi»^L:crs  bread,  foldtd  un,  m^l 
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tliat  we  \vould  write  our  names  upon  them :  by  way  of 
acknowledgment  when  this  was  done,  they  held  the  fan 
to  their  foreheads,  making  a  low  bow.  Many  of  them 
gave  us  to  understand  by  signs  that  they  wished  the 
letters  made  large  enough  to  cover  the  whole  fan.  They 
told  us  the  Japanese  names  of  several  objects  that  we 
wished  to  know ;  and  we  in  return  called  them  by  their 
Russian  names.  ^ 

After  a  stay  of  some  hours  we  returned  on  board, 
when  we  heard  that  in  the  meantime  some  Banjos,  with 
their  interpreters,  had  been  making  a  visit  to  me  ship. 
They  came  commissioned  by  the  governor  to  ask  why 
the  ambassador  did  not  go  ohener  on  shore,  hoping  that' 
nothing  had  displeased  him.  They  were  afiraid  that 
the  people  about  had  been  troublesome,  or  something 
might  perhaps  be  wanting.  To  this  the  anjbassador 
replied  that  he  had  nothing  to  say  against  the  place,  but 
that  he  should  have  been  glad  if  they  had  left  a  little 
grass,  that  he  might  have  ha4  sonie  enjoyment  of  the 
beauties  of  nature.  The  principal  reason,  however, 
why  he  had  not  b^en  again  on  shore  was,'  that  he  was 
exceedingly  fatigued  with  the  great  length  of  his  former 
walk.  The  interpreters  smiled,  made  excuses  for  the 
governor  upon  the  place  being  so  confined,  and  imme- 
diately  offered  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  pro 
cure,  if  possible,  a  little  more  liberty  for  us. 

Immediately  after  dinner  came  two  other  magistrates 
with  interpreters.  They  said  that  the  governor  promis- 
ed all  possible  assistance  in  repairing  the  damages  our 
sliip  had  sustained ;  he  at  the  same  time  desired  we 
might  be  informed  that  six  years  before  a  large  Dutch 
ship  had  been  repaired  at  Kibatsch ;  and  as  t&  answer 
from  Jedo  might  now  be  expected  very  soon,  and  he 
had  not  the  power  of  suffering  the  ship  to  be  repaired  at 
Nangas  iki,  he  wished  to  know  whether  it  could  not  be 
repaired  at  Kibatsch.  He  was  ready  in  this  case  to  give 
us  a  number  of  Japanese  vessels,  in  which  the  presents, 
the  lading,  and  stores,  might  be  lodged,  and  another  in 
%vhich  the  ambassador  might  live  during  the  time,  Ev^- 
ry  thing  might  be  well  considered  by  us,  and  the  an- 
swer d«ffcrred  to  another  time,    . 
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The  Banjos  then  inquired  again  what  was  the  reason 
that  the  ambassador  went ;  on  shore  so  seldom  ?  Whe^ 
ther  he  would  have  liked  the  house  better  inclosed  every 
way,  instead  of  being  open  on  one  side  ?  Whether,  in 
shorty  he  had  any  faulte  to  find  with  it,  or  remarks  to 
make  ?  Tiie  ambassador  replied,  that  he  wodld  have 
preferred  the  litde  uninhabited  Island  of  Nesidesima,  or 
Rat-Island,  which  was  first  offered  us,  as  there  was  some 
grass  and  wood  upon  it,  if  he  had  then  known  what 
sort  of  a  place  Kibatsch  was,  which  he  had  chosen :  he 
should  be  very  glad,  therefore,  of  the  permission  some- 
times to  visit  Nesidesima.  To  this  the  Banjos  answer- 
ed, that  it  had  occasioned  the  governor  much  difficulty 
to  grant  us  the  place  made  for  us  at  Kibatsch :  he  was 
forced  to  consult  previously  with  the  Princess  Fisi  and 
Tschingodsi,  before  he  could  venture  upon  such  a  step. 
That  must  be  the  case^gain,  and  they  doubted  very 
much  whether  the  request  could  be  granted,  as  the 
trees  must  be  cut  away  there  also,  and  tl^  place  strew- 
ed with  sand. 

On  the  first  of  NovemBer  Captain  Von  Krusenstern 
went  on  shore  with  some  of  liis  officers,  aiid  Dr.  Hor. 
ner,  to  take  the  altitude  of  the  sun,  and  to  exan^ine 
\vhether  the  Creek  at  Kibatsch  would  be  convenient  for 
repairing  the  ship.  He  found  the  greatest  depth  to  be  fi-om 
five  to,six  fatliom.  The  Japanese  did  not  oppose  his 
sounding,  but  looked  on  with  eager  curiosity.  Since 
the  day  before,  tlie  workmen  had  been  extremely  busy 
in  ornamenting  the  summer-house:  shutters  had  been 
made  to  the  side  that  was  open ;  they  consisted  of  pa- 
per glued  together,  and  were  done  with^  neatness  and 
accuracy  that  could  scarcely  be  equalled  in  Europe. 

The  interpreters  came  to  us  on  the  i>econd,  with  the 
information  that  the  governor  was  afraid  such  number^ 
of  the  lower  people  who  were  ill-dressed,  coming  about 
the  walk  out  of  curiosity,  was  unpleasant  to  the  ambas- 
sador; he  had  tlierefore  given  orders  that  nobody 
should  in  future  go  near  it.  This  order  seemed  even 
to  have  been  extended  farther,  since  for  two  days  no 
more  pleasure-boats  had  come  about  .our  ship.  We 
were  therefore  deprived  of  tlic  amusement  we  had  re* 
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ccivcd  from  the  perpetual  contemplation  of  objects 
wholly  new  and  strange  to  us.  As  the  ambassador  had 
no  inclination  to  go  on  sh9re  this  day,  the  Japanete  in- 
quired whether  he  could  not  give  any  orders  by  which 
the  place  might  be  made  more  to  his  taste. 

Several  of  our  officers  went  this  day  to  Kibatsch,  and 
found  the  Japanese  very  friendly,  and  appearing  to  treat 
them  with  great  confidence.  They  fully  explained  the 
manner  in  which  their  guns  are  fired  :  this  is  not  with  a 
flint  and  steel,  but  with  a  lighted  match,  Thiey  drew 
out  their  pocket-books,  and  exhibited  maps  of  the 
neighbouring  country  :  thq'  shewed  them  their  medi- 
cine-chests, and  many  other  things  that  they  thouglit 
might  be  interesting  and  entertaining  to  them. 

On  the  third,  the  ambassador  went  on  shore,  accom- 
panied by  a  few  Japanese  barks,  in  which  were  only 
some  subaltern  officers.  As  there  was  nothing  new  ta 
be  seen  in  Kibatsch,  and  as  it  was  impossible  to  walk 
much,  his  excellency  did  not  stay  above  half  an  hour , 
and  then  returned  on  board.  No  visitors  of  curiosity 
ventured  to  come  near  the  ship.  Thou^  it  wias  very 
clondy  and  somewhat  rainy  on  the  fourth,  I  went  on 
shore  with  some  of  the  officers.  The  intercourse  with 
the  Japanese  was  colder  than  usaalf  and  dieir  number 
was  small.  A  young  man,  "who  alone  appeared  at  all 
disposed  to  be  sociable,  was  called  away.  We  concluded 
from  this  circumstance  that  orders  had  been  given  not  to 
keep  up  any  confidential  intercourse  with  lis. 

On  the  fifth,  the  interpreters  came  with  the  intelli- 
gence that  the  Dutch  ships  were  at  length  ready  to  sail, 
and  that  we  might  take  their  place  in  the  harbour  as 
soon  as  they  were  gone«  As  to  repairing  the  ship,  they 
aaid,  that  perhaps  me  loading  the  presents  upon  the  se^ 
veral  Japanese  vessels  would  occasion  too  much  troo  - 
ble  and  loss  of  time,  the  governor  therefore  proposed  a 
Chinese  junk,  on  board  of  which  the  ambassador  could 
transfer  all  the  presents  and  stores,  and  where  he  could 
live  himself.  To  this  it  was  agreed,  that  as  soon  as  the 
Dutch  ships  were  gone  an  answer  should  be  sent ;  for, 
as  they  wtre  not  to  be  later  than  ten  days  before  they 
sailed,  tlie  ambaasador  said  he  ^^  ould  prefer  waiitbgi  as 
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thoe  waB  foaaoii  to  hope  for  m  answer  from  Jedoby 
that  6iDCr  When  he  expected  permisdcxi  to  live  on 
shore. 

WithfopeGt  tothe  isbuid  of  Nesidesima,  mentioned 
on  a  fanner  occasion,  we  received  on  fhis  daf  a  posi- 
tive lefuaal  of  ttm  r^ueat  madebjr  the  ambassidor  to 
be  allows  to  walk  dieie.  As  we  had  oliservcd:  for  sei- 
venA  days  die  manners  of  the  Japanese  to  be  extremelv 
cotd  towBffds  us,  and  saw  no  more  boats  come  out  witn 
parties  of  pkasofe,  tfte  ambassador  alluded  to  this  cir* 
oumstanoe,  observing  tbs||t  we  were  deprived  of  the  en- 
teifstembnt  we  hpid  received  from  the  sight  of  thefp# 
'niia  tiie  interptetcTH  ascribed  entirety  to  chance.  On 
Ae  sixth  and  seventh  nothing  occurred  worthy  of  re- 
fkiafk. 

On  thei  ^gfalh,  early  in  the  morning/ the  Dutch  vesv 
sda  wd^fted  anctior.  We  cheeied  ttem  as  they  passed 
lis,  willing  (bem  a  prosperous  voyage ;  they  aid  not 
bawever  answer  us,  and  we  had  afterwards  an  apology 
on  thk  accoont  from  the  chief  of  the  Dutch  factory^ 
Afynbttr  0oefl^  with  die  asstoranoe  that  this  apparent 
wantof  attetttiod  to  our  civilities  was  to  be  ascribed  en- 
tirt^tadie  strict  injunctions  to  tiiis  effect  which  the 
tr^sAnti  Yisd  itedved  from  the  governor.  The  ships 
h^botjustgotfebndtotbeothi^  side  of  die  Papea 
monniain,  whoi,  on  acocnihtof  a  csixi^  tfaey  were  obli- 
ged to  drop  anchor  a^in^    # 

This  'tsA6moOnvthe  interpreters  brought  us  mtelligence 
tiiat  tJbe  next  dsnr^  about  noon,  a  proper  number  of  tow- 
ii^-boatsr  wouM  be  sent  to  convey  us  to  the  place  the 
Dutch  had  left,  and  that  aU>possibie  assistance  would 
be  given  by  the  jgonmuor  'm  repairing  oOr  ship.  On 
die  naodi,  in  the  a&mdon,  came  two  Banjos/  with  se^ 
TOtai  intcrimters,  to  attend  us  to  the  new  anchoring- 
pfaioe  tost  before  the  imperial  guard-house.  We  were 
aocormngly  drawn  ttutfaer  by  the  towing-boats,  and  aii- 
dKxed  in  fifteen  fediom  water,  about  three  versts  fiKnnt 
the  town  of  Nangaaaki*  On  die  next  morning,  for  Ac 
fest  time»  we  saw  tiiis  town  very  plain.  The  Banjos, 
who  accompanied  u^  were  '^try  pqjiite,  pleasant  and 
SDcidbte }  they  occupied  .themselves  the  greater  part  of 

Ff 
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the  afternoon  with  exanunit^  maps  «d  prinls»  ^vluch' 
seemed  to  afford  them  great  entertainment.    On  the 
tenth,  preparations  were  at  length  made  for  repainng 
the  ship.    It  was  i^reed  that  me  minto^;  yards,  beams, 
and  other  mater&ls,  should  be  carried  on  shore  to  KU 
batsch,  and  tfie  governor  promised  ihat  tbi^  should  be 
placed  under  the  care  of  an  extraordinary  guard. 
*  The  interpreter  sent  to  us  on  this  d^  spoke  more 
fredy  than  any  who  had  come  be&xe.    lie  considaed 
all  the  strict  regulations  of  the  JapttKse  government  as 
extremely  ridiculous,  lamented  that  he  was  faioisdf  a 
Japanese,  and  wished  very  mueh  to  travel  and  see  fo- 
re^n  coun^es.    He  regretted  the  short-sig^tedtiess  of 
his  countr}*men,  imputed  it  to  the  education  of  die. 
emperor  and .  the  grcat  magistrates,  and  said  diat  die 
subj^ts  must  be  blind  when  die  mlefs  had  no  dear 
ideas,  sfnd  were  not  inia  situation  to  aopiiie  my*    Me3i« 
he  said,  are  not  bom  merely  to  eat  and  drink,  but  also 
to  instruct  and  enlighten  diemadVes.    His  philosophical 
dissertation  was  interspersed  with  several  Japanese  pro- 
verbs;  as,  lor  example,  ^^  7%e  a|g^e  ^  ma»  is  anun^ 
dred  years^  but  Ids  fame  is  eternaP^"^^^  Jlne  iife  of 
man  is  shorty  fds  name  is  wi$kout  rad"    He  lamentied 
the  many  disagreeable  circumstances  to  which  die  am- 
bassador had  l^en  subjected,  and  endeavouring  to  con- 
sole lum,  I&ened  a  man  of  understanding  to  water^ 
saying,  ^^  treasonable  num  mustknarmhm  toactommo^ 
date  fdmself  to  all  situations  and  drctimHaneeSf  hke  wa* 
ter  which  takes  the  Jhrm  wfvd  figure  of  every  vessel  in^ 
to  which  it  is  poured*^    This  day  die  Dutch  slnps  sail* 
M  out  of  the  harbour. 

On  the  eleventh,  the  m^tsand  yirds^  of  the  vessel 
were,  according  to  agreement,  carried  on  ahor^  Tb^r 
were  conveyed  to  Kibatsch  in  our  own  boats,  with  our 
own  sailors  on  board,  but  were  towed  by  the  Japaoeae. 
Although  more  than  forty  of  our  people  landed 
on  this  occasion,  they  were  not  attended  by  |i  greater 
number  of  guaids  than  usual.  On  the  tweUdi,  several 
officens  went  on  shore  without  seeing  a  sin^  native 
during  the  whole  time  they  remained  there.  The  wea- 
ther was  very  fine,  and  for  the  liitet  tifne  during  many 
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daysBome  pktunire-boatt  with  women,  attracted  by 
curio^ty,  made  their  usual  excursions  to  contemplate 
tbe  Russian  ship. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  thirteenth  some  interpreters 
came  oo  board  as  we  had  requested,  when  we  desired 
X^erihtsrian  of  the  goxemor  to  have  some  of  the  rye 
meal  we  had  brought  with  us  made  into  bread,  and 
bake^  at  NangasakL  To  this  request  our  guests  pro^ 
raised  an  answer  in  a  few  days.  They  announced, 
timt  in  two  or  three  days  a  Chinese  junk,  as  had  been 
so^^^ested  before,  would  be  ready  to  take  our  stores  on 
board ;  tiiat  the  next  high  tide  was  only  waited  for,  to  set 
it  afloat*'  In  the  night  ao  strong  a  wind  rose,  that  the  wa- 
ter was  swdled  very  much,  iraich  set  the  junk  at  liber- 
S.  The  Interpreters  came  about  four  o'clock  to  bring 
e  perarisaon  we  had  requested  with  regard  to  our 
tNfead,aDd  begged  to  have  one  of  our  anchors  for  the 
junk,  as  dte  Chinese  had  only  woo^n  anchors,  and 
they  were  noiby  ai^  ineans  to betmsled  ta  One  was 
accdndiDgly  sent,  and  we  were  promised  that  the  junk 
should  be  brought  the  next  day.  As  Kibatsch  was  now  at 
some  Astfoice  from  us^  we  requested  that  a  place  might 
beass%nedin  the  ne^hbourhood,  where  the  cannon 
and  oter  heanry  articles  might  be  deposited. 

On  die  diirteenth  the  junk  was  brought  alongside  of 
us,  when  Captnn  Krusei^stero  was  requested  to  go  bn 
board,  and  examine  whcdier  it  would  answer  our  piy*- 
pose.  Several  officers  accompanied  lum,  and  were  not 
a  litde  astofushed  to  aeae  the  cid>in  destined  for  the  Rus- 
Stan  ambsj^aador.  It  was  a  little  mean  apartment  with* 
out  a  window,  so  that  it  had  no  light  except  from  the 
door.  For  tbfe  presents,  8tores>  and  other  things,  there 
"Was  ample  room.  Captain  Knisenstem  expressed  bis 
dissatis&ction  very  decidecttj^,  and  said  he  was  surprised 
that  reasonabfe  people  like  ^  Japanese  should  offer  the 
Bttssian  ambassadc^  such  a  habitation :  it  was  scarcely 
fit  for  one  of  their  own  domestic  serTants.  He  declared 
furdier,  that  the  repairs  of  the  ship  could  not  be  begun 
till  the  presents  were  unk>aded,  and  a  proper  habitation 
was  assigned  to  the  ambassador.  The  junk  couid 
posntively  not  be  accepted  for  this  purpose.    Some  far* 
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dier  fmivcr  febim  to  ihrgMhiiy  ^wuM  ifagdhiK  be 
expect  from  the  goveroor.  As  to  whatbtd  bora  said 
theday  before  respectiiig  the  distance  of  Kibatsdi,  and 
tiie  coQSoqueiit  incoayeoieDoe  of  scodmg  the  cmoon 
and  heavy  stares  thither^  a  reply  vaa  bow  broiM;)]t,  Aat 
the  governor  would  a^ugna  ^ood place  for  ^  pusiose 
near  the  ship,  and  would  provide  rar  aproper  giiardbe- 
ing  appcunted  to  take  care  of  them. 

^vend  officers  went  on  boprd  the  juak,  to  bn^  « 
nearer  view  of  diis  heavy,  cluiil^»  helpkiakipdof  veg* 
ad.  >  The  Interpreters  came  to  inform,  us  that  it  was  not 
In  the 'power  of  the  governor  to  assign  the  amhasaador  a 
habitation  at  Naneasaki,  or  in  any  other  iKUt,  befioie  he 
had  an  answer  with  permission  to  thate&ot  bomMoi 
this,  however,  he  hopod  toreodve  in  qcven  orog^t  dajfs. 
It  was  hereupon  determimad  to  sepd  awaf  the  junk,  mi 
wait  on  boaid  the  shq^  for  this  Ipq^  e^^pected  answer,  in 
the  hope  that  then  a  proper  hatiitalion  ^oiild  be  assigned 
us,  with  a  convenient  place  for  stowimp  i^  pfeasnls, 
Nc^t  momuig,  therefore,  the  se^«irteram,  the  jyqjc  was 
towed  away,  wd  a  short  time  after,  the  ani^  whicb  |iad 
bom  lent  for  it  was  restoi^. 

Till  the  tventy'fourth  nothii^  wwthy  pf  notice  oc* 
Gorred.  The  c^  of  aroro9chii|g  ^ter  increasied  dai- 
ly, and  we  were  sensibly  a&cted  by  it :  ^  tompera- 
ture  of  the  air  varied  from  A^  to  12^  The  pqor  Japa« 
nese  in  the  fishing-boats,  an4  the  sailors  in  the  fimwd- 
boats,  appeared,  to  feel  its  aeveri^  not  a  1^.  Their 
onfy  covering  was  a  thin  cotton  garment,  and  they  dopt 
.  at  night  in  their  open  boats  upoo  a  straw  mat,  mntk 
nothing  to  defend  them  from  the^ld,  excppt  this  slen- 
der ck^ung.  In  the  day-time  we  saw  iqai^y  e^itsnely 
naked,  except  the  covering  round. the  waist. 

This  afternoon  the  interpreters  ame  to  us  of  thear 
own  accord,  ^  thing  which  had  not  happened  of  sqme 
time.  Their  emuui  was  to  inquire,  in  the  name  of  the 
two  govemors,  after  the  ambassador's  health.  At  first 
they  talked  only  upon  iudi&rent  subjects^  and  their  vi- 
sit seemed  to  have  no  particular  object :  the  principal 
topic  of  conversaticHi.  was  the  coldness  of  the  weatmu*. 
They  assured  us  tliat  in  a  short  time  it  would  be  nuicli 
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coldcrtMd^gBVeQSlauiider*^  tetotsucha  time 
ofycaritwaa  notheakhy  to  lenHii  on  board  a  ship. 
Tfaeaniv^  of  couriers  from  Jedo  was»  however,  a  sub*  - 
ject  much  nearer  to  our  hearts  than  the  ooldness  of  the 
weaiher.  We  th^fc^sae  qu^tioned  them  upon  it^  and 
were  not  a  tittje  striu;]^  at  hearing  that  one  had  arrived 
the  day  bp£qre«  He  had  not,  howeveri  brought  any  in* 
telUgeoce  respecting  our  conpema ;  indeed,  at  his  de- 
parture from  Jedo  our  arrival  at  Nangasaki  was  not 
known.  The  interpreters  ^concluded  with  imparting 
the  unndconie  tidings,  that  it  was  probable  the  instriic- 
tiooB  rejecting  us  might  not  arrive  till  a  fortnight  or 
tisne  weeks  from  that  time. 

As  the  ambassador  was  somewhat  impatient^  the  in- 
terprdersiaadehim  the  following  {m)posal.  They  said^ 
that  according  to  what  appeared,  his  excellency  would 
prefo  a  smsA  habitation  at  the  very  end  of  Nangasaki, 
toremaifling  on  board  the  ship,  «id  tb^  pi^sumed  that 
if  be  leatty  womU  be  aa^rfied  wkb  this  tW  the  arrivd  of 
tbeqonrier,  it  would  be  better  to  remit  a  iqmsentation 
t^cBi  the  sui^ct  ta  the  governor*  The  advanoed  secp 
son  of  the  year,  with  the  col&iess  of  the  weather,  the ' 
arahaasador^s  iiidiflfareot  state  of  health,  the  expediency 
of  vnpacking  tlie  presents,  and  the  repairs  wanting  to 
ttesmp^might  all  be  urged  as  reasons  for  pressing  him 
so  mnchto  permit  our  coming  on  shore.  Upon  these" 
grooscfetthey  said,  they  thought  h  not  improbable  that 
me  governed,  from  his  high  respect  and  esteem  for  the 
Rui^iap  Court,  might  consent  to  assign  him  a  habitation 
without  tbe  town ;  and  they  were  convinced^  tbi^  a» 
soon  as  tbe  answer  was  received  from  Jedo,  a  spacious 
dvmUing  m  tbe  town  would  be  assigned  him,  consisteni: 
11^  his  rank  as  thr  represenlative  of  so  great  a  mon« 
anob.  It  was  qot  difficult  to  see  diat  they  were  instruct- 
ed to  eifcumveqit  tbe  ambassador,  if  possible,  on  the 
sohject  of  his  guard;  for  they  added  that  he  would 
muchaooner  attainim  purpose,  if  he  woukl  leave  tM 
soldiers,  for  whom  he  had  contended  as  a  part  of  his 
suite  on  board  the  ship,  or  au&r  them  to  follow  him  on 
shove  without  arms*  The  ambassador  only  replied, 
tftat  this  was  a  pr/^posal  to  which  he  could  never  ccn- 
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sent  He  would  on  no  ^account  reftiqukh  ^  ttteiK). 
finceofthegnardMr  honour:  the  utmost  to  which  he 
could  condescend  was»  that  they  should  cany  their 
muskets  widiout  bayonets. 

The  intefpretArs  on  thb  ouitted  us,  promi^g  that 
#ur  proposals,  with  the  conditbns  annexed,  riioidd  be 
faithfully  rqpfesented  to  the  governor.  From  dlthat 
passed,  there  appeared  very  great  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  courier  who  had  arrived  brought  vefy  unsatisfacto- 
ry answer^,  and  that  the  governor  therefore  sought  to 
gain  time  till  the  arrival  ofanother.  The  pr(^)05al  now 
made  by  the  niterpreter,  as  if  orieinatmg  entirdy  with 
himself,  was  exactly  what  we  had  repeatedly  desutd, 
and  which  the  ^^ovemor  had  alleged,  onty  a  wedc  be- 
fore, it  was  not  m  his  power  to  graiit  widiout  the  em- 
peror's consent. 

On  die  twehty-fifdi  in  the  afternoon  die  interpreters 
brought  the  govemor^s  consent  to  the  ambas^or's 
proposal.  T&y  observed,  however,  diat  in  thb  he  took 
upon  himself  a  very  great  resnonsibifitj^.  He  begged, 
therefore,  for  his  justification,  tnat  the  ambassador  would 
make  a  statement  in  writing  of  the  neoessi^  of  repair- 
ing the  damages  the  ship  h»i  received  in  the  storm,  and 
of  tiis  being  allowtd  a  habitation  on  shore,  on-account 
of  the  indi&rent  state  of  his  heahii.  llus  was  done, 
and  it  seemed  to  give  the  interpreters  great  satisfiK:tion. 
The  only  difficulty  now  remaining  was  the  mSitary  at- 
tendance. Again  the  interpreters  repeated  that  this 
was  contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  Japan ;  that  even  the 
greatest  princes  of  the  country  never  appeared*  wmed 
before  the  governor ;  they  must  therefore  once  moreen- 
treat  that  the  guard  might  be'  omitted,  or  at  least  that 
the  number  migiit  be  lessened.  The  ambassador  was, 
however,  inflexibre.  He  said  he  would  positively  not 
go  on  shore  unless  attended  by  his  guard  of  honour; 
that  it  wouk)  be  no  less  degrading  for  him  to  appear 
without  it,  than  for  the  officers  to  appear  \inthout  side- 
arms  ;'  It  was  an  indispensable  appendage  to  his  rank 
and  dignity.  The  interpreters  shook  their  heads,  and 
said  they  would  impart  his  determination  to  the  gover- 
jior.    Thty  tlien  drew  out  plans  of  tt}e  house  assigned 
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to  likiiy  Qttd  *<i  tte  nagsoMcs  fix  the  presents,  with 
which  he.  was  very  well  satisfied. « Before  they  departed, 
he  dssmd  to  bkyw  what  nttnUMr  of  persons  would  be 
peroiilied  to  live  ooahcxe. 

The  CbHowing  day  no  imerpieters  aqtpeared :  with 
the aseistaBoe of ourielesoQpe» however,  we  examined 
the  flaoe  destined  for  the  ambassador,' and  saw  a  great  ' 
nuuqr  p0c^  ^  work  upon  it  For  severid  days  they 
were  wry  bii^y  in  oairying  on  their  prepeiations,  and 
by  ;tha  thirtieth  we  could  peroeivt  a  lugh  inckiBiire  snadc 
roond  it  with  bandKK>4Uffie8.  The  loi^  absence  of 
theinierpMns  made  us  sooMwhat  impstient,  and  our 
iU-bttOKHir  was  increased  by  very  cold^  stormy,  ^sa- 
greeabie  weadier. 

OadiefirskofOooeii^xr  wesaw  a  grand  iHumina- 
tioD  at  Desima,  the  p6Grt  inhabiffd  by  the  Dutch.  It 
cooatsted  of  several  hundred  pqper  lanterns,  which,  as 
&r.aswe  eoUld  judge,  were  arrai^ed  with  a  good  deal 
ofta^te:  they  prodMadaveiygooidie&ct,  TheD^cb 
fiMStery^  as  ths  mterpreters  assured  us,  never  cmiit  my 
opportunity  of  displaymg '  the  grandeur  of  their  East 
India  Company,  though  their  tiade  hither  h  very*  incon- 
mdcriblew  On  ^  second  we  still  saw  Jdbe  peopde  oti 
shore  very  busy  in  prepaori^g  the  ambasaador'^  house. 
Weatfiiiously  expected  the .  interpreters,  to  announce 
thtf^^at -was  fifushed ;  andasthey  bad  never  been  near 
Qswice  the  twenty-fifth,  they  were  now  invited  on 
board*.  Jb  the  evening  Deaima  was  again  illuminated. 
AU  day^  on  the  tbicd,  .the  inteipreters  were  anxioHsly 
ecq^eded  by  usj  but  thqr  didjaot  a{]^]^  ,    ^ 

,  At  len^pth,  on  the  foiurth,  <Kie  arrived,  and  was  as 
uMa)  extremdy  po&e  and  courteous.  He  brougte 
mmy-  ipqmries  from  both  governors  reapecting  the 
health  ,<^  the  ambasaador,  s^  the  other.  geotiea9eo„ 
and  said  that  the  memorial  sent  by  the  ambassador, 
stating  the  grounds  on  which  he  desired  to  come  on 
hhorey  had:  been  faithfully  d»livered«  He  assured  us 
also  that  the  .courier  from  Jedo  was .  expected  every 
day,  and  bad  been  a  much  longer  time  than  usual  io're- 
turning* 

Havii^  observed,  as  I  said  above,  the  ioclosurc 


^3  kYAt   AT  JAf  A«.     , 

MUd  Ae  hovtte,  tie  GoiM  not  telp  aakaiK  someirhat 
nBitmi6c$ify  wbla^  inlmbit  ^vas, 

.like  Mnr  ipulk  at  KibiCach,  io  be  mrpwodbd  with  a 
bamboo  fisnct,  that  the  Great  Mm  toHght  not  he  dis- 
turbed  by  the  people.  The  intapiTetef  cooM  dot  help 
Boiiimg,  and  sakllW  did  indeed  think  Aat  all  Aeae  re^ 
*fifiihtionsof  the  gofamoKnt  weae*  very  pilifol ;  but  in 
&ct  th^  weie  eaaiUiBhed  euseoan,  ana  awat  beooth- 
plied  with.  He  fioiahed  bjr  making  manf  imiuaies 
reapeetinir  the  domestic  eooMtmy  of  doe  hoiare;  amone 
bthera,  wmher  we  would  faa^  the*  kitchen  fimflBhed 
with  lapaasae  liteiiaila,  or  vhethcv  wa  woold  bcit^^  cat 
own  &om  the  ahip.  He  dbatwed  that  thajr  nd  no 
chairs  or  tables,  and  that  we  must  thettfore  faring  our 
own.  At  hb'departim  we  enaiettted  him  to  eitpetfite 
tbt  busineasaa  much  aspdaaible,  and  inae  na  fitom  Mr 
kmg  and  aedioiiseaptfvi^. 

Again  several  days  ebpsed  without  aeeti^  Ohy  in* 
terpieteraf  or^  conaotjuentlyi  hearing  anjr  dung  aaoie 
conoemii^  Ike  arrival  of  the  courier,  or  Ae  atale  of 
preparation  which  the  houte  had  attained.  At  length, 
on  the  tenth,  some  appatfed,  and  we  wera^att  ineager  ex- 
jtectation  of  being  satisfied  upon  one»  at  kaat,  if  not 
both  these  points.  Thty  began,  aa  usual,  w|di  many 
inqittriea  worn  bodi  govcmoes  mto  the  state  of  dm  am- 
bassador'a  faenhh,  and  at  length,  to  our  infiniie  mort- 
ficBtion,  expressed  their  extreme  sorrow  that  the  house 
wnsnot  ready,  nay,  they  believed  that  it  moat  be  yet 
four  or  five  <fa3»beftiie  it  could  beaow  To  the  ques* 
tioii  whether  no  courier  vim  arrived,  we  reooved  ibr 
answer  the  cualomary  negative*  At  a  toMet  Visit  of 
the  imeepreters,  somepbH^ks^M*  repanng  the  ship  had 
been  requested.  Inatead  of  the  |^ks  dmaadves, 
however,  th^  now  bnw^ltt .  yginattia  of  diibtot 
kkaiaof  wood,liDr  die  captam  to  chooae  whicli  would 
best  suit  his  purpose. 

Them  was  scaroelf  a  aoul  on  bofad  the  Nadeachd^ 
who  did  not  feel  gneat  impadence  and  indignation  at 
being  thua  trifled  widL  Even  the  ambass^tfor  could 
not  refrain  from  giving  vent  to  his  feelings,  and  saying 
to  the  ifiterpreters  that  we  bad-lost  a  great  deal  of  time 


veryvnneoeanrfly  by  these  repeat<sd  Mays ;  Aat  ^fm 
moat  iene  lapan  in  feur  mon^  iai^iest,  in 

order  lomwt  Kamadiatiea*  ff  we  shall  not  have  re^  ^ 
tiitMdto£uM|pby  tbeiMiiA  of  July  in  the  follow^ 
ing  year,  it  will  be  believed  in  Russia  that  we  had  e|c« 
perieixxd  some  nfafortiine^  and  ships,  probably,  be 
mt«itini|iwit0f  «s.  Incase  they  persisted  linger- 
ing in  socb  a  way,  no  time  would  remain  for  d^eem. 
basflgrt9pnibeedle>Jeiloi,  and  he  should  be  constrained 
to  demand  Us  di9iaiSBiO0v  To  this  one  of  the  interpre- 
ters aMwe«lvt)iat  he  comprehended  all  these  things 
perfectly t  and  Ind  often  represented  the  same  to  the 
gommor;  but* the fantflr Rally  was  notable  to  take 
any  sl»  without  instructions  from  the  Court.  *^  It  is 
lattghaUr/'  headded,  ^*  that  J^>an,  this  litde  country, 
tUa  little  island,  mabss  so  much  ceremony,  and  coi^ 
trives  ao  mauy  difliooAtiesi  that  in  aH  her  manners^ 
even  in  her  wsws  of  dnnkins^,  she  is  Iktie ;  while  Rus* 
sia^  whidi  is  a' wry  extenjsive  country,  is  in  all  her 
ways  aad  manners,  in  all  her  tfaougliis  and  actions, 
great  and  nobis.'' 

Upon.onr  dbserving  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  in 
such  a  la|»e  of  time  that  no  courier  shoulu  havo  re-  ' 
fttraedirom  Jedo^  and  that  it  was  well  known  to  us 
from  the  deacr^laonii  of  Japan  given  by  Kaempfin*  and 
ThilabM^  tl»l<a4XiQrier  leould  go  from  Nangksaki  to 
Jeda^  and  retom  again,' in  twenty-one  days ;  the  imer- 

diat  this  was  very  true,  but  it  must  be 
that  ma  case  of  such  imponanoe  as  the 
praaeoti  the  wiade  council  ctf  state  must  be  assembled, 
and  die  cearian  could  not  be  dispatched  again  so  basti* 
ly.  Tlie  iawpreterdid not  leave  us  till  it  wa«  xfnit 
darky  geitMaring  at  hisr  departime  the  usual  empty  pro^i^ 
iBjsea t  assttrin^tta  that  t}ie  house  wouldsoon  be  ready 
lor  our  teceptiqp,  and  that  the  planks  requisite  for 
mending  the  sUp  should  speedily  be  provided* 

.  Fioaa  the  «kveath  to  the  fifteenth  of  December 
fMftfaing  partioo^roeouived.  On dR fifteentil  we  weie 
iofbsmad  by  tlieiiiterpBetersdiat  the  house  was  ready, 
and  dMt  die  lanbassador  would  be  eiqiacted  on  shore 

.        G.g 
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the  next  day  bdt  one.  He  vmi  cmtimisMaBd;  hMt* 
'  ver,  he  said,  to  inquire  in  tbe&st  pliioe  ivbeftier  hk  ex. 
celkney  would  go  m  one  of  h»  ova  boats*  w  wiwtter 
ne  would  accept  die  boat  of  the  Bpites;€f*  Ebi^ftr  ^ 
occasion.  ^ 

Answer.  The  Isrtter  ivill  be  fmfistired. 

Question.  How  Kiany  ofiQeis   anA 
does  the  ambassador  propose  to  oiir jr  on-iliQee  f 

Answer.  About  ten  officer^  and*  aboitt  iJAoflDClfaer 
persons,  amoi^  whom  are  iheisHM  the  aetidn  aaUiere 
of  the  guard  of  honour,  and  Ae  torn  iapatteao  bnooght 
from  Russia. 

Question.  What  goods  and  duMdb  ^  imbMaaditf 
wishes  to  have  witii:  him  f. 

Answer.  None,  eKeepting  clotbes,  and  the  pffonts 
for  the  Empeior  of  Japan* 

Question.  When  will  the  frimmts  be  caiiied  on 
shore?- 

Answer.  A$  Moa  as  the  piaoe  wiwee^the^  are  to  bt 
deposited  is  itrady  for  them. 

Question.    In  what  boats  wiU  they  b&eaitied.? 

Anstoer.  The  assistance  of  the  Japnme^  witt  be  re- 
quested* ** 

When  theae  inquiries  were  oondiidedt  the^mhassa* 
dcR*  proposed  that  so«k.  of  his  offin«a^  shoiidd  go  in  the 
morning  and  see  whtther  thehooae  whs  made  tokttUy 
convenient^  or  whether  it  mi^  not  in  «xamoaBL  leaem* 
ble  the  Chinese  junk.  No  farther  mmiQii  was  made  of 
tlie  soldiers,  but  that  they  migfatcome  with  theasbbas* 
saudor.  In  tlie.afiteiauxm  we  saw  a  great  nnmbar  ol 
'  men  upon  a  hiU,  who  were  very  bua^'  in-  rmming  up 
several  snuiU  bouses  with  screc&s  befere  tben  near  our 
dwelling.  As  these  are  d^  fcitrcsses  of  die'  ooontry, 
we  coirjectured  that  they  ramst  be  intended'^fir  a  is^* 
nese  land*|[uafd  of  honcMur. 

According  to  their  proffinae,  the  inter{mteca  caiiie  to* 
warda^  noon  on  the  six|tcalh,  and^bra^efat  woacip  that 
tlie.  next  SMtmig  at  sevens  o^ckjeL  theofMemwDuld  be 
weleome.to.  go  a*id  ste  tliehouae^  and  if  they  foiaid  eve- 
r^'  tlung  convenieot  the  autbassecior  wooUbe  expected 
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ia-dtoaofagv  -  To  41m  4m  enAany  obye«tod,  thM 
IimIimU  Miia^  beahk  to  gotbe  ne^tt  day,  siiice  ta-  * 
Ue%  ciwn,  kaldbai  utBosils,  and  other,  furniture,  must 
be  Mffifid  fiom^  lUp,  and  he nuirt  renuin  on  board 
tJP  €v^  diiM  coidd  be  acmiged*  These  observatiop^ 
confiniKkJ  ue  iMei|>wiars  not  a  litde.  They  said 
thaitthe  governor  had  nnde  pieiwations  for  necdving 
die  twiiMMiinr  dbe  Mzt  day  ;  that  all  the  gentkmea 
of  the  eoMMy  agd  of  Nangasaki  were  informed  of  it, 
and  ihat  dvjr  would  oaatoqueiiUy  be  eKtremely  emhor- 
maed  if  Us  etodkncgr's  knding  should  be  deterred. 
The  nmbaidor  obatrved  in  reply,  that  he  had  for  a 
|m  lioie  bcM  eaclrenidy  eaiAe^^  die  delays 

mawin  gnnliBghhnpermissioiitogooashore.    The 

obaenratiea  soamt^d  to  be  felt  very  keenly,  and  the  in- 
iBnatleiB  eptwated  very  eamcady,  as  a  particular  fa- 
voiftytlMfe  would  lilt  disapfKNOt  the  governor.  They 
added»  tiait  in  Aeiiope  of  his  compfiaooe,  the  governor 
md  Qidered  a  boat  to  be  m  readine» .  with  sixty  row* 
eKi»  and  a  pffoperretimie  of  annfler  boitts  to  tow  it. 

ft  IMS  at  leog^  agteed,  diat  at  seven  die  next  morn* 
u%  MOM  Bai^ahMdd  conae  to  accompany  five  ofiU 
cento  die  hafaitiftion,  that  finsy  might  mspect  ^yfay 
thing,  and  diak  the  Japanese  should  be  read^  imme* 
dialely  on  their  wama  to  cany  thither  the  furniture  and 
llhalJm  elM  wm  wanted  by  the  ambassador,  so  that 
he  hiaMdf  sni^  be  able  to  go  at  the  appointed  time.  * 
lo  the  loMowMg  dqra  boats  were  to  be  furnished  to  ^ 
being  the  paeieals  cm  shore,  and  dcpottt  them  in  die 
Mtgafrinni  psmjaned  fer  their  reception. 

At  dsgr-faieM,  a  gitat  number  of  hu^  and  small  Ja* 
paneae  boats  assembled  about  our  riiip,  and  about  eight 
t^eiodk  tMne  two  Oppeibanjoa  and  the  interpreters. 
In  the  first  plaoe,  the  usual  ceremom»  must  be  perw 
formed :  flBUBf  were  conduoted  into  the  cabin,  where 
thc^  turned  in  doe  ferm  to  die  ambassador,  and  said, 
Aai  the  ^tnoor  had,  upon  his  own  lesponsibility,  with^ 
outany.mslractiQM  mok  ledo,  solely  from  the  respect  ^ 
he  feh  for  the  representadve  of  Russia,  and  because  thf 
hitter  fcund  hioiself  not  in  good  heultb,  assigned  liim  at 
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dwellifi|[  on  shove,  witfi  magannes  fi)r  othsr  purpose 
The  pkce  was  iiuieed  small,  afidla3r  near  the  wjMr;  but 
HAs  could  not  be  otherwise,  sinoe  iB  ibce^ners  ooming 
to  Japan  must,  aocor^g  to  die  Japanese  laws,  be  so 
placed.  As  soon,  however,-  as  the  answer  firom  Jedo 
should  be  received,  a  belter  and  matt  spadoos  hal^ 
tion  lie  trusted  would  be  zssStgatd^ 

Some  officers  whom  I  was  perautted;  to  accompany 
were  now  sent,  conformably  to  the  cHTangeoient  made 
the  day  before,  to  visit  the  hfoose^  We  went  in  our 
own  boat,  attended  by  some  Japanese  barks,  to  MafjasA" 
ki,  for  this  was  the  name  of  the  place  wkeve  the  l^se 
was ;  and  here  we  wet^Teeeived  by  aevenl  inMrpieters, 
who  shewed  us  about.  It  was  a  wooden  building, 
consisting  of  nine  apartmients»  The  floors  were  all  co- 
vered  with  new  straw  matting,  but  there  was  no  fbmi- 
ture  except  some  large  copper  brasiers,  intended  to 
serve  instead  of  stoves.  The  windows*  wen  of  thin 
paper,  not  oiled,  and  stretehed  over  a  very  poor  and 
mean  frame-ivork.  The  mannines^  toe  tf|0  presents 
were  so  ^cioiis,  tha^  the  hap  of  one  madea  veiy  con« 
venient  habitation  for  the  addkrs  md  the  four  Japanese. 
After  we  had  ezamined  every  thing,  and  escpnesBod^jur 
satis&ction  in  the  governor's  name  to  two  Banjos  whom 
we  also  met  here,  we  returned  again  to  the  ^np.  All 
the  things  intended  to  be  carried  on  shore  were  now 
sent  ofi^  and  immediately  after  dinner  the  ambassador 
widi  his  tram,  aiid  the  military  guard  of  honour^  went  on 
board  the  Prince  of  Fisi^s  baigOi^  Thoi^li  it  was  made 
to  carry  sixty  rowers,  not  an  oar  was  used*  It  was 
towed  by  otlier  boats,  since,  acoordii^  to  the  customs 
of  the  country,  this  was  more  re^)ectlL]L 

The  barge  was  a  hundred  and  twcaty  fioet  kan^,  and 
was  divided  in  the  length  by  two  partilk)Qs^  fonmng,a8 
it  were,  three  apartments.  Theeentreone  was  consi* 
dered  as  the  room  of  state }  the  partitkxis  by  which  it 
was  divided  were  hung  within  with  lilao  silk^  ornament- 
ed widi  the  arms  of  xht  Prince  of  Fisi :  the  out»de  of 
the  partitions  was  canvas  ornamented  with  difiercnt 
paintings.    The  sides  of  the  room  witliin  were  lacktt* 
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ed,  and  had  fte"  princess  arms  inwrcSiight  with  gold  ia 
the  manlier  of  mosaic- work.  Over  the  room  was  an 
awning  of  very  handsome  tapestrjr ;  and' ^he  floor  wa$ 
partly  vamishedy  partly  covered  with  costfy  c^rpe^ng. 
The  whole  made  a  very  handsome  and  shewy  appear- 
ance. Here  aat  the  ambassador  in  a  chair  brought  irom 
the  ship,  and  a  table  before  him,  on  which  lay  his  ere- 
dentids.  The  Russian  sddicrs,  one  of  whom  carried 
die  Imperial  standard,  were  in  the  outer  apartments  of 
the  bai^,  where  a  sort  of  gallery  or  deck  was  raised. 

Jbthis  way  we  proceeded  to  Megasaki,  surrounded 
by  an  immense  number  of  Japanese  barges*  As  tve 
passed  the  guard-house  and  fortifications  near  which  we 
had  fadn  at  anchor,  we  observed  them  hung  with  new 
cbtfi,  and  the  usual  number  of  hangings  increased.  A 
vast  number  of  soldiers  were  ranged  on  the  hill  above 
the  guard-house<  some  of  them  carried  muskets,  others 
flags,  others  standards.  All  had  insignia  of  honour  of 
some  kind  or  other  in  their  hands.  The  interpreters 
pcixOsd  this  out  to  the  ambassador,  and  assured  him  it 
was  all  intended  to  shew  him  respect.  The  neighbour- 
ing shore  vi^s  covered  with  some  thousands  of  specta 
tors»  Vfbo  followed  the  barge  to  the  place  of  its  destina- 
tion; but  diere  diey  were  carefully  kept  off  from 
E'essing  upon  his  excellency,  so  as  to  incommode 
miL 

The  water  was  so  shallow  in  the  meighbourhood  of 
M^asaki,  that  the  ambassador  was  ojbliged  to  descend 
into  a  smaller  boat ;  it  was,  however^  very  liandsome, 
and  was  lackered.  The  guard  of  honour  and  officen; 
of  the  embassy  went  first  on  shore,  and  were  followed 
by  his  excellency.  He  was  received  by  several  Opper- 
banjos  and  interpreters,  with  the  Japan(^se  guard  of  ho- 
nour, and  a  number  of  Japanese,  who  liad  fiued  the  little 
phce  before  the  house,  to  shew  him  all  possible  defer- 
ence. The  ambassador  found  his  new  residence  tolcr- 
ably  to  his  satisfaction,  and  sent  his  thanks  for  it  to  tlie 
governor*  The  kitchen  had  beeiv  furnished  against  oui- 
arrival.  There  was  a  good  fire,  apd  venison,  u  ith  fowls, 
ducksy  and  rice,  were  ready  prepared  fui-  us.    • 
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About  an  hour  after  the  Grait  JMiEn  cf  Ji^an^  .with 
die  interpreters,  had  left  us,  and  some  of  me  officers 
of  the  nip,  who'  acooayanied  us^  had  returned  on 
board,  the  doors  of  our  new  hi^itation  were  dose  shut 
and  locked,  and  wc  west  surrounded  widi  a  guard  on 
dl  sides. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 


Slav  ct  M^^MkU'-^De&ription  of  the  SMtation 
tnere^^^PermUskm  gn}en  for  the  Sfnp  to  be  carried 
into  the  Hatbaur^'-'^Une  of  the'  Japanese  attempts  to 
cut  his  XKmi#.^*-vl  BaBoon  sent  up^  and  the^  Ahmv 
occasioned  by  it.-^IUness  qfAe  jimbassaihr^ 


i  > 


dUR  {lartf  V9^re'  now  separated ;  the  attibassador^ 
Major  Von  Friderici^  C^nselloi: '  VdH  Fbsse,  Captain 
Foedoroff^  Littflenaiit  Kdk:hekff,  MonsieXii*  Shemeltn, 
commissioner  of  the  Russia* American  *tira£ng  compa- 
ny, and  nfys^; 'ivitfi  the  gtiard  of  hcHiour,  and  the  four 
Japanese- whom'  we  liad  brought  from  Rus^a,  lived  on' 
shore,  whde  t^  test  remained  on  board  the  Nadeschda.*^ 
The  place  we  inhabited  Was^  surrounded  with  water  on^ 


three  sides  ;  dPt  this  fourth  it  Virafs  joined  to  the  land, 
forming  in 'this  way  "a  sort  of  cjuadraigutar  peninsula. ' 
The  buildings  were  ranged  round  three-  side*  of  a  court, 
which  ihjghi  be  abdut'  fifty  paced  In  length  and  forty  in' 
breadth.  .  Onoiie'side  was  diediveHihg-houseof  the^^ 
ambassador,  on  the  other  two  were  magazines.  The* 
fourth  stdt)  by-  Whicli- we* might  have  had  a'  fine  pros* 
pect  u^n  the  se«l,  -w^  diloi^ed  by*  H  Aigh  double  pahsade" 
of  bamboo-icahes,  which'  efl^ctualiy  stint  out  aU  ^os-*  * 
pect.'         •■'  '•      .-'•'«      ''       "'  .'  '  ■? 

Two  doors  led  feto'thcrcourt,  cine  6f  which  opened^ 
upon  jthe. side  to  the  wattr;-  This  '  was^  guarded  by  the* 
b«rge  of  the 'Prince  t)f  Pisl;  alitady  so  well  kno#n  to  u4. 
Before  the  other,  whulh^led  to  tbe^tbwii,  a  double  guard 
^''as  placed,  namely,  an  Imperial  civil  guard,  arid  a  mill* 
V'^ry  guard  of'tlic  Prince  of  Omuru.  The  first  was 
itiitioned '  about  three  paces  from  the  entrance  to  our 
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court,  and  watcl)ed  also  another  door  at  some 
'  the  second  was  placed  upon  a  hill  which  roae  behind 
'the  station  of  the  civil  guard,  and  commanded  our 
whole  court  like  a  tower  ;  it  was  not,  indeed,  above  a 
stone's  throw  from  it.  Both  doors  of  our  habitation 
were  regularly  locked  and  bolted  Upon  us  every  night. 

Nothing  particular  occurred  before  the  twenty-firsts 
The  presents  were  by  degrees  carried  on  shore,  the  ship 
continuing  at  ^pchor  before  the'.  ixnperial'^guard-boiisc« 
Every  cargo  of  thingis  brought  to  Megasaki  was  inspect- 
ed  by  spine  Banjos  imd  imer(»^ers,^«M^  an  accurate 
list  taken  of  vtben)^  that  no  fira^ds  foigbt  be  conmiittedy 
and  that*  nothing  might  be  stolen*  ^ .      -  v    '  > 

On  the  twenty-second,  the  interpreters  announced  to 
us  that  an  answer  had  been  received  the  day  before  fiom 
Jiedo,  and  that  a  Of  fat  Man  would  cofoe  that  day  b.tiie 
name  of  the  gQveriV>r  to  communicate  it  to  the  ambMsa* 
dor.  Several  d^^ussions  bad  already  takea  place  as  to  the 
etiquette  of  receiving. this  man,  because,  as  die  interpte- 
ters  said,  he  wa^  to  livpart  the  dc^ermimtioiis  of  the 
empax>r.  The  embassador  put  an  ^od  to  all  further 
discussion  upon  the  subject,  by  saying  that  he  wcaild 
receive  the  .Opperbaajos  with  all  poi^ible  politeness  and 
distinction,  and  not  omit  any  of  ^custoqaiary  tokens  of 
friendship  aqid  courtesy.  It  was  Qoosequ^tly  decided 
that  the  Orwt  JklaHi  pbould  be  recei^val  according  to 
6ur  European  custofr>s,  the  atnbas^^or  during  the 
conver^tion  sitting  Mp9n>  chair,  the  Opperbanjos  upoa 
a.sofa.  .  •  »    ,  .  .  ^ 

.  At  the  same  tm^  the  bterpiiitQni  .neQ^baed,  as  if 
casually  I  in  $peakii^upon  the  sufajeot^of  the  ceremo- 
nies to  be  observi^  ]vh^  the  ambas^of  had  his  a^« 
ence  of  the  governor,  that  all  ambassadors  fixMm  the  most 
apcient  tifpes  had,  acicoRlaig  to  |Lhe  oriental  ns^ges^ 
bielt  to  the.  governor^  As  a  proof  that  th^ey  qpoke 
truth,  copies  were  produced  of  jieveral  official  accounts 
of  audiences  granteid  to  the  oldest  Portugu^i^se  ambassa- 
dors, by  M'hidi  it  appeared  plainly  that  they  had  com- 
plied with  the  pustom.  The  ambassador  then  said,  that 
It  was  entii^ly  his,  wish  to  return  in  the  inost  proper 
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maimer  every  instance  of  politeness  he  received  from 
the  governor,  and  to  regulate  his  conduct  according  to 
the  established  customs  of  the  country. 

The  Great  Man  at  length  appeared  with  »  very  con- 
sequential  air,  and  announced,  in  the  tiatne  of  the  go- 
vernor, the  arrival  of  a  courier  from  Jedo^  who  brought 
the  important  permission  from  the  Empefor  of  Japat^ 
for  tbe  ship,  which  had  arrived  from  Russia,  to  ccttie  to 
Nangasaki.  The  next  day  it  was  in  consequence  towed 
info  me  h^our,  and  anchored  at  the  distance  of  a  verst 
and  a  half  from  our  habitation  at  Meeasaki.  At  the 
same  time,  the  guard  stationed  upon  the  hill  above  us 
was  removed.  This,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  was 
done  at  fhe  express  command  of  the  emperor. 

Notwithstanding  the  number  of  guards  and  guard- 
ships  attending  upon  us,  difficulties  were  still  made  in 
allowing  a  free  communicatioh  between  those  of  our 
party  who  lived  on  the  land,  and  those  who  remained 
sdH  an  the  water.  We  w  ere  obliged  to  notify  to  the 
governor  when  any  one  wished  to  como  on  shore  from 
the  ship,  or  to  go  on  boprd  the  ship  from  our  habita- 
tion. We  made  many  remonstrances  against  such  a 
troublesome  arrangement,  and  at  length  obtained  per- 
mission for  an  unrestrained  intercourse  between  the  dif<> 
ferent  divisions  of  our  party.  A  regulation  was  hovNe- 
vcr  made,  that  in  the  case"  of  any  one  wishing  to  come 
on  shore,  or  to  go  on  board,  notic;  should  be  given  to 
the  officer  on  guard  by  hanging  out  a  red  flag,  that  the 
double  festcnings  on  the  doors,  that  is  to  say,  those 
both  within  and  without,  might'be  unclosed.  It  was 
besides  made  an  express  condition,  that  neither  more 
nor  less  than  the  number  of  persons  originally  agreed 
upon  shcald  ever  sleep  on  shore ;  for  this  reason  it 
was  necessary  that  we  should  all  pass  in  review  before 
the  officer  every  evening.  On  tte  twenty-fifth,  Lieu« 
tenant  KoschelefF  having  business  on  board  the  ship, 
which  made  him  wi^h  to  remain  there  all  ni^ht,  we 
were  obliged  to  send  for  a  sailor  to  supply  his  place, 
that  the  proper  number  might  appear  at  the  review. 

On  the  thirtieth,  the  embassador  sent  for  some  inter- 
preters, and  ii^iormcd  them  that  we  should  want  plates 
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o&copper,  nails,  plaidcs,  beams,  and  various  other  arti- 
cles  for  the  repair  of  the  ship ;  he  also  requested  of  the 
governor  a  small  place  on  the  neighbouring  shore^ 
where  the  tackling  mi^ht  be  repaired.  The  interpre- 
ters promised  every  thuig  that  was'  required,  and  said 
the  government  considered  it  as  a  duty  to  furnish  us 
with  whatever  was  necessary  for  repairing  the  ship»  free 
of  aU  expence. 

On  the  thirty-first,  the  Dutch  solemnized  the  con- 
clusion of  the  old  year.  The  interpreters  were  aknost 
all  feasted  at  Desima,  and  in  the  evening  we  saw  a  grand 
illumination  there.  AtMegasaki  we  were  obliged  to 
pass  the  night  with  our  customary  patience  and  philo- 
sophy, and  to  content  ourselves  with  Ustenii^,  over  a 
quiet  glass  of  punch,  to  the  daily  music  of  lockmg  up 
our  doors.  In  the  night  between  the  first  and  seoood 
of  January,  the  thermometer  fell  to  one  degree  bebw  the 
fieezing  point. 

On  tye  third,  the  interpreters  brought  us  specimens 
of  plates  of  copper  for  smrathing  our  vessel,  with  cop  • 
per  nails,  and  other  things  that  we  had  mentioned  for 
repairing  the  ship.  They  told*  us  in  confidence,  that 
an  order  had  beai  issued  the  day  before  by  the  gover- 
lipr  for  all  the  boats  bel(Miging  to  Prince  Tschingodsi 
to  return  home,  as  Japan  was  upon  the  best  terms  pos- 
sible with  Russia.  We  indeed  saw  at  least  forty  boats 
which  had  lain  before  the  harbour  now  under  sail,  and 
observed  that  the  ariAs  of  the  guard-boats  of  Fisi  were 
Isud  aside.  To  the  question  why  we  remained  still 
without  any  answer  as  ^o  the  embassy  being  admitted 
to  an  audience,  the  interpreter  said  that  the  temporal 
sovereign  alone  could  not  determine  any  thing  witn  re- 
gard  to  it,  that  he  had  therefore  consulted  the  Dairi,  cor 
spiritual  sovereign,  but  the  latter  had  not  as  yet  given 
any  ^swcr. 

Another  half  month  passed  without  our  hearing  any 
thing  farther  on  the  subject  nearest  "our  hearts.  The 
cold  disagreeable  weather  proved  exceedingly  injuri- 
ous to  the  health  of  the  ambassador ;  and  Mynheer 
Do^iT,  wholieard  bow  much  he  suflEred,  had  a  very 
)9cindi>ome  wadded  Japanese  nigh^wn  made  for  him. 
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As,  however,  it  wias  a  Japanese  production,  he  \t<$^ 
obliged,  before  he  could  send  it,  to  ask  the  o;overnor's 
'  permission.  Irvstead  of  granting  the  permission,  the 
latter  rdmbursed  the  merchant  for  the  CKpence  of  the 
nigfatgowQ^  and  then  sent  it  in  his  own  name  to  the  am- 
bassador. ' 

On  the  sixteenth,  early  in  the  morning,  there  was  a 
very  unusual  bustk  and  confusion  in  our  house ;  when, 
on  inquiry  into  the  occasion  of  it,  we  were  informed 
that  one  of  the  Japanese  whom  we  had  brought  with  us 
liad  att^m^ted  to  destroy  himself.  Whh  this  view  he 
had  thrust  a  razor  through  his  mouth  into  his  throat, 
but  was  seen  io  time  by  the  bystanders  for  them  to  pre- 
vent h'ls  completely  executing  his  purpose.  A  quan- 
tity  of  blood  streamed  from  the  mouth  of  the  wounded 
man,  but  the  Japanese  civil  officer  on  duty  would  by 
no  means  consent  that  I  should  examine  the  wound,  or 
give  him  any  medical  assistance.  The  evfent  was  an- 
nounced by  the  guard,  and  a  Banjos  with  a  physician 
was  sent  for,  who  did  not  arrive  tifl  the  afternoon."  They 
then  ent^^ftd  into  a  very  minute  investigation  of  the  af- 
fair, and  took  down ikproces-verbal o?  it,  which  was 
carefiilly  sealed  up.  The  wound  did  not  appear  to  be 
danjgerous,  A  very  handsome  lackered  chest  was  car- 
ried before  the  physician,  and  he  took  out  of  this  porta- 
ble apothecary's  shpp  whatever  was  wanted  for  his  pa- 
tient. He  made  a  gargle  of  various  kinds  of  plants, 
putting  into  it  a  powder  which  immediately  dissolved. 

In  consequence  of  this  event,  the  ambassador  sent  to 
request  the  governor  that  he  would  take  aU  the  Japa^ 
nese,  and  so  prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  circim-. 
stances  equally  unpleasant.  The  governor,  however,  an- 
swered; that  he  could  not  comply  with  this  request,  be- 
cau^ie,  when  on  a  former  occasion  application  had  been 
made  to  the  ambassador  to  give  them  up,  he  had  de- 
clined  it»  •  He  must  now,  therefore,  wait  for  instruct 
tions  from  Je^,  before  he  could  take  any  steps  in  the 
matter.  The  ambassador  upon  this  wrote  himself  t» 
the  goviemor,  but  with  no  better  success.  The  Ban- 
jos and  officers  instituted  a^very  minute  inquiry  into  thf 
aflfair,  but  nothing  rtbr$  was  to  be  learned  tlian  that  th*^ 


man  had  f>08$eMed  hi$  miQd[  vviA  the  idcathftt  up  rt- 
tunung  to  his  native  country  bisr  libeity  was  forfeited. 

At  ei^t  o'clock  in  the  evening  our  doors  were  very 
UBexpeatedly  unIocked|y  and  we  were  visited  by  a  great 
many  Japanese.  The  ioterpretera  who  came  wi^  them 
said  that  the  Banjos  only  wished  to  see  friietfaer  every 
thing  was  in  order,  and  that  tbfij  oAm  made  ^milar 
visits  to  the  Putch  and  Chinese.  We  could  not,  in 
fact,  by  any  means  account  otherwise  for  his  cooMoj;  at 
so  unseasonable  an  hour. 

Since  the  eighteenth,  the  second  dogr  under  the  eait 
of  the  civil  guard  had  been  left  unlocked;  it  fed  toa 
amall  open  place,  some  hundred  paces  loogt  inolosed 
with  bakiboo  canes  on  the  side  towards  the  town.  We 
availed  ourselv^  of  it  to  walk  where  we  had  a  freer  air, 
and  an  extensive  view  over  the  water,  ascribing  die  ad- 
ditional liberty  thus  giv  onus  to  the  ambassador  h 
observed  to  Ji  banjos,  some  days  before^  that  our 
tationhad  rather  the  appearance  of  a  prison  than  of  the 
abode  of  an  ambassadlor  firom  a  mpghty  potentate.  Cto 
the  nineteenth,  late  in  tb^  evenii^  me  Baxi|w»  virbo 
visited  iis  two  da^^M|[N(eviouaIy«  came  again,  to  examine 
Qur  habitation.  Tnis  time  ne  honoured  ih^  ambassa- 
dor  with  paying  his  respects  to  him,  which  he  ss^  lie 
did  by  order  of  the  governor^  to  inform  him  that  the  Ja- 
panese w  ho  had  attempted  to  destroy  himseif  waa  out 
of  his  mind. 

On  the  twenty-second  an  interpreter  was  sent  fiar,  to 
take  an  account  of  many  thinga  rocpiisite  for  repairing 
the  ship.  Among  other  things,  we  said  we  were  ex- 
tipemely  rejoiced  tnat  we  had  tor  some  day&  been  alldw- 
^  to  breathe  the  fresh  aif,  and  walk  in  the  Iitde  place 
before  our  door.  He  assured  us  that  this  was  done 
without  die  consent  of  the  eovemor,  apd  that  sueha 
freedom^  which  we  had  taken  entirely  of  muraelves, 
might  be  extremely  iii}urious  to  him  a^weli  as  the  offi- 
cers upon  guard.  He  promised,  however  tp  mention 
jhe  thing  to  the  governor,  and  procure  us,  if  possible,  a 
regular  permission  to  walk  there.  The  next  day  he 
brought  word  that  we  should  have  every  thiug  uieu 
tionea  for  the  repair  of  the  stiip,  and  that  tli;;  amb.^.si:- 
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dor  vnik  his  tmn,  aad  die  oficers,  had  l<^ve  to  walk  in 
thejpbce,  but  not  the  goldki^and  servants. 

The  woimded  Japanese  was  now  daily  visited  by  a 
phy sbian  and  a  sm^oon  or  some  of  their  assistants* 
The  iifst  wa»  distinffuished  by  his  head  being  entirely 
shax^ ;  the  Beoond  by  having  very  thick  hair :  the 
other  civil  and  mililaiy  people  have  the  bead  shave4  on- 
ly upon  the  crown^  but  have  hair  upon  the  sides  of  the 
head  and  neck. 

The  interpreters  at  the  same  time  said  that  tlie  go- 
vernor boped  to  be  able  very  shortly  to  comfort  us  by 
the  Goranumication  of  ag^eable  ne\^  On  the  other 
side  of  our  new  walk  we  now  often  saw  people  wlio 
came  taiook  at  us  through  the  trellis,  m  the  siin^  man^ 
oer  that  w  Europe  we  look  at  wMd  beasts  carried  about  - 
for  a  show.  Men^  women,  and  chitdreivof  all  ranks 
and  ages,  weie  gaping  on  eva^y  side.  Among  others 
were  a  number  q(  D^endicant  monks.  They,  as  well  as 
the  ^ysicbUt  had-their  heads  entirely  shaved.  Somt 
of  we  interpreters,  who  came  to  us  on  the  tu^ntf-fourth 
upon  business  in  a  variety  of  ways,  tdid  us  inconfidefuce 
that  the  answer  firom  Jedo  was  so- long  in  coming,  be* 
cause  the  flmj^or  had  sent  one  of  hb  first  counsellors 
to  the  Dairi^  and  diey  not  being  agreed  about  the  re^ 
ception  of  the  ambassador,  bodi  were  iMractisi^g  in» 
trigues  to  cany  tlie  point  after  their  own  way.  It  was 
helped,  however,  that  in  fifteen  or  twenty  days  tlie  deci- 
sive answer  would:  arrive. 

On  the  twenty»seventh  llie  {Embassador  sent  fi>r  some 
intapceters,  and  canflnissiened  them  to  mi^e  known 
to  the  governor  tbaf  his.  patience  and  forbearance  had 
itaehedtheiff  higbest  {^oint*  He  insistfed^  he  said,  upon, 
having  a  diecisive  answer,  or  knowing  why  be  was  kept 
so  long  Malting  fW  one,  and  was  put  off*  iirOm  day  to 
day,  firoox  week  to  week,  from  month  to  month,  with 
empty  promises.  The  interpreters  told  us,  as  a  pfo* 
found  secret,  that  a  council  had  been  Assembled  at  Jedo^ 
who  were  commissioned  by  the  Emperor  to  consult  to- 
gether upon  the  cxj^ediency  ot*  establishing  an  inter* 
course  of  trade  v^ith  Hut>sii«,  and  that  this  was  the  cause 
of  so  many  delays. 
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'  As  the  next  day  was  the  beginning  of  Ae  Japanese 
new  year,  on  this  day,  that  is  the  twenty.nintli,  two  fir- 
trees  were  planted  before  the  door  of  evay  house,  which 
were  surrdundcd  with  wooden  benches.  Over  the  en- 
trance  of  the  doors  was  placed  a  trophy  of  platted  straw- 
work ,  representing  a  lobster,  an  orange,  or  a  cabbage ; 
lAany  consisted  of  dried  fruit,  or  of  two  particular  coins, 
with  some  salt  and  rice,  a  piece  of  sea- weed,  fitcus  sac- 
charinusy  or  bamboo-canes  with  the  leaves,  or  fern. 
The  lobster,  on  account  of  its  powers  of  re-production, 
since  a  whole  claw,  if  torn  off,  will  grow  again,  and  of 
its  fine  red  colour,  is  considered  by  the  Japanese  as  the 
emblem  of  health.  The  orange  is  called  m  their  lan- 
guage ddudaij  the  same  word  which  signifies  posterity, 
the  mcrease  of  which  is  to  be  looked  forward  to  in  the 
new  year.  A  cabbage  is  called  in  Japanese  sumi^  and 
the  same  word  signifies  liches,  of  which  it  is  intended 
as  the  emblem.  ITie  others  are  things  of  indispensa- 
ble necessity  to  the  Japanese,  and  probably*  have  all  si- 
milar allusions  attached  to  them. 

In  the  evening  the  ambassador  received  a  very  fine 
new-year's  gift  m  the  Japanese  taste.  Similar  presents 
arc  sent  from  one  Japanese  to  another,  accon^ng  to  their 
rank  and  character.  That  which  the  ambassador  re- 
ceived was  rare  even  in  the  country,  since  similar  ones 
are  only  exchanged  between  the  most  illustrious  and 
most  distinguished  people.  On  a  very  neatly-made 
new  wooden  chest  were  two  large  round  dishes  of  cook* 
cd  rice,  and  over  them  a  lobster,  an  orange,  a  piece  of 
ykeus  saccharinusj  some  salt  chesnuts,  figs,  grass,  seve- 
ral different  sorts  of  leaves,  some  straw,  and,  at  the  top 
of  all,  a  paper  with  a  compliment,  such  as  was  describ- 
ed above*. 

'  Towards  evening  came  an  interpreter  with'tfie  an- 
swer to  the  questions  sent  two  days  before.  He  assur- 
ed the  ambassador  that  the  govefnor  was  inexpressibly 
concerned  at  his  having  been  so  often  deceived  in  his 
expectations.  He  could  only  suppose  that  the  delay 
of  a  decisive  answer  fi-om  Jcdo  arose  from  the  Empe- 

*  ♦  See  page  259. 
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rcHT^s  haTiog  summoiied  hb  lincle^  his  brcRher,  dnd  ano*- 
ther  near  relation,  who  lived  two  hundred  miles  from 
the  capjfal,  to  consult  with  them  about  the  reception  of 
the  embaslsy.  He,  howeveri  considered  this  delay  as  a 
favourable  omen  for  the  happy  issue  of  the  business, 
as  a  refusal  wouldj>robably  have  been  sent  long  before. 

The  thirtieth  of  January  was  tlie  Japanese  New* 
year's  Day.  People  were  making  visits  to  each  other 
till  very  late  in  the  evening.  This  lasted  for  three 
days.  On  these  and  other  solemn  occasions,  the  Japa- 
nese wear  a  dress  of  ceremony ;  that  is  to  say,  from  the 
emperor  to  the  poorest  subject,  every  one  has  a  particu- 
,  lar  dress  worn  over  the  usual  one.  It  is  made  of  a 
pale  blue  cotton,  and  is  of  the  same  quality,  colour,  and 
make,  lor  every  body  of  all  ranks  and  degrees. 

On  the  first  of  February  an  interpreter  came  in  the 
costume  of  ceremony.  He  was  sent  by  the  goveripr, 
to  wish  the  ambassador  a  happy  new  year.  He  told  us 
that  another  courier  had  been  dispatched  to  Jedo  the 
day  before,  to  ha$ten  the  answer.  On  the  second,  a^ 
the  last  festival-day,  a  little  box  was  brought  full  of 
roa^b^  pease,  which  were  strewed  about  every  comer 
of  the  house,  to  drive  away  the  devil  and  all  evil  spirits*.. 
On  die  fourth,  the  ornaments  of  the  new  year  were  ta- 
ken away,  and  little  boughs  of  fruit  were  set  before  the 
entrance  of  the  doors,  as  a  sign  of  approaching  spring. 
As  the  recovery  of  our  wounded  Japanese  appeared  vc* 
ry  uncertain,  on  the  fifth  a  third  physician  w^  called  in. 

The  paper  of  this  country  being  very  thin,  light,  and 
strong,  amsequently  well  adapted  to  thp  construction 
of  a  Mongolfier,  I  determined  on  making  one:  it  was 
about  ten  feet  in  diameter,  and  ht'tecn  Icet  high.     Some 
interpreters  and  several  JapanOije  officers  came  to  us  on 
tlie  sixth,  and  were  liigMy  gratified  with  the  spectacle 
of  the  first  balloon  e\  cr  x  lU  u[)  in  Japan,     It  rose  to  a 
conMderable  height,  bui  ijieii  got  a  little  rent  in  the  up- 
per part,  so  that  it  tell  in  the  town  of  Naiigasaki.  From 
the  burning  spirit  attached  to  it,  tlie  globe  began  to  take 
iire  soon  after  it  had  falltii,  and  so  great  a  quantity  of 
smoke  issued  from  it,  that  the  people  had  the  idea  of  its 
being  a  fire- bnlU    They  immediately  extii^guished  the 
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flame,  and  eatftM  it  to  ^governor,  wfaeAtks  inlerpR. 
lers  explained  the  matter  to  him.  If  he  had  been  a  les$ 
Iea8(»iable  raaiii  the  affiiir  might  bavt  4)een  attended 
with  very  disagreeable  conaequenoes.  As  it  v^s,  k 
only  desired  that  if  I  sent  up  a  baUoon  i^;ain  t  would 
.  diuse  a  time  when  the  wind  would  carry  it  towards  the 
aea.  and  not  towards  die  land.  * 

On  the  eighth,  several  ioterpreters  eame  tor  take  leave 
ci  us.  Th^  were  going  to  ledo,  to  cany  the  emperor 
some  presents  in  the  name  of  die  Batavian  Compaoy. 
Either  these  merdiants  find  the  joumejrs  too  expoisivc 
any  longer  to  go  themsehfeson  such  occasions,  or  the 
j^rmissioQ  to  do  so  has  of  ktt  yean  beenieftised 
them. 

Information  was  at  this  time  asnt  usftonl  the  governor, 
that  a  very  distinguished  civil  magistrate  had  set  out 
from  Jedo,  whd  would  be  at  If angasaki  m  a  montf),  and 
would  brif^  a  decisive  answer  with  respect  to  the  em- 
bassy. Sufficient  reason  was  here  given  to  doubt  very 
much  whether  our  expected  journey  to  Jedo  would 
take  {dace.  All  possible  as^tanoe  was  given  us  in 
repairing  the  &^p,  and  we  were  even  ofibred  voluntarily 
a  more  rqpmy  pdace  for  ccurrying  on  the  worik  in  case  it 
was  necessary. 

On  the  twelfth  and  diirteenth,  ike  difaent  articles  of 
die  new  year's  ^ts  were  burnt,  and  a  figure  was  hung 
in  the  middle  of  tfa^s  door  of  every  house^  whidi  was  to 
prevent  the  entrance  of  illness. 

Nothing  particular  occurred  till  the  twentieth.  The 
ambassador  found  himself  much  indisposed,  complain- 
ing of  rheumatic  pains  md  oppression  upon  the  enest ; 
he  was  besides,  very  naturally^  diagrined  and  mortified, 
as  the  representative  of  a  great  monarch,  to  find  himself 
so  confined  and  restrained^  as  if  he  had  been  a  state  pri- 
soner ;  this  not  a  little  increased  his  malady*  The  go- 
vernor often  sent  interpreters  and  Banjos  to  mquire  af- 
ter his  health.  His  continued  indisposition  induced 
him  at  length  to  consult  the  Japanc^  physician  who 
came  every  day  to  visit  his  wounded  countryman.  He 
gave  him  a  faithful  account  of  his  ailments,  and  begged 
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^adfioeas  to  the  remeldRft  by  which  thejr  might  be 
,  .cured.*  *-    -    * 
;  •  'Tb9  phj^ieiaii  immediately  entered  upon  on  escami- 
•jnation  cf  Us  new  patiehi. '  The  mdst  stnking  part  of  it 
wasi- that  he fek  hisbeUjveiy  much,  and  instead  of  ap- ' 
.  plj^ng  to  the  pulse)  Jidd  his  head  hard  against  the 
bmat  to  feel  the  beating  of  the  hearts    The  Japanese 
*  ofioos  were  present^  and  consented  that  the  physician 
.sbwridg^  the  ambassador  some  medicines  from  Ms 
chest.    They  were  simples/of  which  a  sc^  of  tea  was 
made  to  promote  perapimtion.     The  same  evening 
)some  other  officers  arrive^,  sent,  as  they  said,  by  the 
gaweroor^  with  a  request  that  these  medicines  might  be 
returned,  and  that  the  ambassador  would  intimate  in . 
wri&ng  his  -  msh  to  be  Mended  by  a  Japanese  physi- 
cian, i    i 

The  next  morobg  qiiicie  an  interpreter,  to  whom  the 
ambassador  bad  the  day  before  given  a  verbal  commis^ 
siOOy  to  request  pcrmiasioii  <rf  the  governor  to  be  attend- 
ed by  .a  Japanese  physician.  The'  answer  be  brought 
was^  that  the  person  ofthe  ambassadorbeing  <^  so  much 
ki^ortsmce,  it  was  ofecessstfy  to  proceed*  with  caution, 
lest,  if  the  illness  should  terminate  unhappily,  the  Rus« 
sian  emperor  should  deoland  satisfaction  of  the  Emperor 
of  Ji^pan.  He  must  request^  therefore,  that  the  wish  to' 
be  attouded  by  a  Japanese  physician  ^ould  be  signifted 
mivnting. 

Upon  this,  Major  Von  Friderici  wrote  a  letter  in  the 
Bane  of  die  ambassador,  apologizing  that  his  Ulnesi 
prevented  his  .writing  himself.  In  tte  evening  came 
several  officers  and  interpreters,  who  did  not  require  to 
see  die  ambassador,  but  only  to  speak  with  son^e  of 
die  officers  belonging  to  tte  mbassy,  and  with  me  as 
pnndpal  physician*  Th^  were  commissioned  by  the 
govomor  to  say  that  he  Was  .much  surprised  at  finding 
me  ambassador  desirous  of  consulting  a  Japanese  phy- 
ucian,  since  it  was  umversal^  known  how  much  the 
£ur(qpeans  were  considered  as  super'tor  to  the  people  of 
Japan  in  meiUcal  knowledge,  and  that  there  were  three 
doctors  in  medicine  attached  to  the  expedition,  (he 
meant  Doctor  fispeiibecg,  Doctor  Tilesius,  and  tnysclf.) 

'  I  i 
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He  tntost,  therefore,  suppose  Hicrdaagot  imheintf  ffCBt, 
and  could  not  possibly  nve  ^  permissioD  desired,  m» 
less  the  ambassador's  pny^bn  and  all .  dio^cavidiBrs  of 
tibe  embassy  v^^buld  dedsuEe  in  writingliiat  it  taas  to  flic 
last  degree  nQcessary«  Neitber  I  voitMiay  oAittpawan 
Gflfliid  ^ay  this  with  a  sstfe  oonsckaioc,  besides  it  woiiU 
occaaaionno  ^mdl  ddiy»  espedaDy  as  de  interpBelen 
did  not  know,  even  supposing  it  dne,  what  anmer 
wonld  be  men  bg^  the  goverhor.  ^Qb  vaf  Msattnco^ 
theiefoie,  malt  a  criais^  mtastb^^eaipeetedtbe  ^fi>llona|^ 
night,  and  that  it  would  be  too^lateto  wsdttbrlfaeiiiflnfe* 
iogyAey  were  satisfied; 

The  next  day  his  esxdlenoy  dboiid^luBsdfsonach 
better,  that  the  attendance  of  the  Japanese  ^yadaaiwas 
no  lender  desirable.  Soifie  of  oar  dBcas  widi  r^niicb 
difficuUy  obtained  the  use  of  their  fowling-pieces  for  a 
short  tint e^  to  dean  dienif  add  preserve  ihcfti  ftomlbe* 
^  a>imng  endlkdy  nisty. 

On.  the  «w€Hty.sevetith  aimie .  jntef^irelasr^eaiiiB  on 
board  the  UadrMhda,  ostowbly  to  wqun  after  ttlte 
health  dT  Captain  iKrtisisosfiem ;  bikt  the.  vA  jnotive^ 
4idr  ^ifc  sceijxxito  bea^de8ilc>to  cknowlhow  ibttn^ 
piurs  wcK^goi^  on,  andtoaee  whe&er  ibe^i{ft  woold 
soon  be.in  a  state  to  suL  Tlisy  *  afietwards  caasetto 
make  inquiries  ^ter  the  .amhafsadoKi  Among  ^Ais' 
dpoaigs,  tmf  now  sud  the  gov^  cecdml.iiitel&i^ 

gence  by  a  courier  just  arrived  from  Jedo,  thataidb* 
ta^uished  dvil^  magistrate  wx>uldbe  dispatched  byltie 
Ompemor  to  Nangasafci  upon  our  busmess^  ^hbiMsrald 
aat  out  on  the  eighteenth  of  February.  Atdas.^ 
ambassador  cotdd  not:fe&un  fiKmresprossing  £b  jmcoik 
lahment  that  be  Mpas  «o  lepeaiedly  put  off  widi  untnaihSf 
•  sinoeon  Ae  eighth  of  Fefaruaiy  he  had  bee&;ioid  that 
^  Cr^^jT  Jl£i»  was  alceaik  iqpon  his'iso^^  wmdd 
^.at  Naagaaaki  in  a*  month. 

^  On  the  first  of  March  the  remainder  x>f  the  fibwUng- 
|ueces  were  brought  to  us  qxwtaneoiisly  U>  be  cleawDd, 
without  our  having  given  even  a  hint.  upon,  the  si^iiect. 
From  a  private  obnversation  with  the  intciyretcw,  we 
livere  led  to  suppose  that  every  thing  respectng  die  fii- 
KUne  trade  with  Russia  was .  already^  detormiinl  npoo. 
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andtiiattiie  raagistnie  tmm  Jcdo  would  bring  widi 
bim  all  theJieoessary  documents,  ao  that  no  hope  seemed 
to  feniaiD  of  our  going  ourselves  to  d)at  caphaL 

We  new  lor  sometime  had  9Cstfoel3r  any  intercourse 
with  Ae  Japanese.  Some  interpreters  only  came  front 
time  to  time  to  inquife  after  the  ambassador's  health, 
audio  see  Ae  progress  made  in  repairing  the  ship ;  but 
we  could  learn  n^ing  with  respect  to  me  event  of  our 
At  toogtb;  on  the  twelfth  of  March,  an  inter* 
told  us  that  he  doubted  much  whether  our  jour- 
negr  to  Jcdo  woi^  take  place*  It  seemed  probabli^»  he 
said^thatt^  Gr^atJUimwhQ  was  on  his  route  t&  Nan- 
jynHiii,  and  who  would  airive  in  ten  days,  would  be 
empowered  to  conclude  the  busiiy^ss  with  us,  sq  that 
we  might  be  ready,  conformably  with  our  wishesy  to 
sail  in  April  or  May* 

In  the  fiaUowing  days  pr^samtions.  for  our  d^xirture 
were,  set  about  very  seriously.  The  men  beMn  to  car« 
xy  the  tackling  on  board,  and  put  it  in  order  for  sailiog*" 
With  rq^  H^  provis^Qus^  an  interpretar  told  us  that 
we  might  twre  plenty  of  Uscqk,  rice,  ands^lt,  freecif 
eKpeaoe^  as  ^  govermnent  considered  it  a  duty  in  some 
measure  to  rq>ay  us  for  the  c^uanti^  of  provisions  we 
BttH  have  cooaumed  in  comu^  from  Russia  to  Japan. 
Oa  the  tvranQr-sijfth  a  very  heavy  storm  came  on,  gc* 
oonqpmied  w^  sbowefs  of  r^n.  The  west  wind  was 
a^  powerftily  that  though  our  ship  was  moored  with  two 
andipis^  it  was  diiveti  fif^  fathom  fipom  its  place,  and 
lV9ia  in  0peat  dnger  of  running  upon  a  sand^bank.  A 
t|md  anchor  was  thrown  out,  when  the  wind  abated* 
and  a  smart  thunder  storm  concluded  the  series  of  fotil 
wcadier.  It  seemed  indeed  the  time  of  year  for  tem- 
pestuous weather  in  these  parts,  as  we  hra  had  four  ve^ 
rjr  stormy  days  since  the  aeveatsenth  of  March. 
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CHAPTER  Xm. 


Mecapitulatim  of  what  had  passed  at  Nangasaki^^^The 
Arrival  of  the  Great  Man  j^m  Jedo  announced  to 
the  Ambassador.— Diseussums  concerning  the  Manner 
in  which  the  Ambassador  was  to  be  receioed.^'-^Hts 
first  Audience  of  Ceremony. -^J^  second  Audience 
for  Bustness.^^JSis  third  Audience  to  take  Leave. 


IN  this  way  did  wc  pass  several  months  in  the  place 
assigned  us  at  M^saki,  shut  up  under  locks  and 
bolts.      Wc  had  scarcely  any  intercourse  with  the  Ja- 
panese, for  even  the  interpreters  could  not  visit  us  with- 
out  a  special  permission  from  the  governor.    They 
came  therefore  seldom,  and  n'evcr  unless  urged  to  it  by 
particular  business.    Our  principal  occupadon  during 
this  time  was  to  clear  the  ship,  to  bring  the  presents  on 
shore,  and  to  unpack  and  set  them  in  oitler.    The  re- 
pairs of  the  ship  besides  occupied  our  attention ;  and, 
strange  enough,  whatever  was  wanted  in  this  way  wc 
might  ask  for  freely,  and  it  was  brought  immediately. 
As  to  every  thing  else,  provisions  excepted,  wc  could 
not  make  any  purchase  without  asking  permission  of 
the  governor,  and  this  was  often  refused,  or  if  granted, 
not  without  great  difficulty.    Even  such  trifles  as  a  live 
bird  cr  a  tobacco-pipe  were  sometimes  refused.      Pro- 
visions of  every  kind  were  furnished  us  free  of  expence. 
We  were  put  off  with  fair  words  from  one  month  to 
another.    All  possible  freedom  was  promised  us  as 
soon  as  the  answer  should  be  received  from  Jedo,  with  a 
free  intercourse  between  the  two  nations. 

AfUT  waiting  about  two  months,  the  arruul  of  l» 
Great  Man  or  messenger  from  ledo  was  ariuouiicetl  to 
us,  when  the  whole  mutter  seemed  imDi^^'iliUoIy  lo  ^r . 
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surac  a  new  fiicc.  Our  hopes  of  a  journey  to  the  capi- 
tal diminished  every  day.  The  interpreters  examined 
more  minutely  than  before  into  the  progress  m:ide  in  re- 
pairing the  ship ;  and  at  length  nothing  remained  but 
the  hope  of  being  able  to  establish  a  friendly  intercourse 
of  trade. 

He  who  would  put  himself  in  our  place  can  yet  have 
but  a  very  imperfect  idea  how  disagreeable  we  found 
our  situation,  ,  After  encountering  many  storms,  and 
experiencing  nmch  inconvenience,  we  had  at  last  reach- 
cd  an  interesting  foreign  country,  where  we  hoped  to 
be  received,  if  not  as  friends,  at  least  as  strangers  of 
distincuon«  entitled  to  all  possiI)lc  deference  and  respect. 
Instead  of  this,  we  were  treated  as  criminals  or  state  pri- 
soners, confined  in  a  place  at  the  utmost  not  exceeding 
a  hundred  paces  in  the  square,  where  v/e  were  locked 
up  and  watched  on  every  side.  Tlus  vvas  equally  hard 
and  unjust. 

Spring  was  now  coming  on :  all  nature  began  to  he 
alive,  and  we  were  shut  out  entirely  from  the  view  of  .so 
charfliing  a  spectacle  by  immense  barricado<'s  of  bamboo 
canes.  jBeing  deprived  besides  of  our  arms,  we  were 
whdily  at  the  mercy  of  tliis  suspicious  nation.  All 
means  of  exerting  ourselves  for  the  promotion  of  sci* 
enceand  knowledge  were  precluded,  so  that  the  mind 
grew  contracted  for  want  of  freedom  and  a  wider  range  ' 
in  winch  it  might  expand  itself.  The  fish  alone  brought 
to  us  as  provi^ons  afforded  an  object  for  scientific  in-  ^ 
vestigation,  and  by  secret  promises  we  at  length  prp« 
vailed  upon  our  caterer  to  bring  us  ^very  time  different 
kinds  of  fisli  t  with  these,  Counsellor  Tilesius  and  my « 
self  sometimes  entertained  ourselves  very  agreeably. 
We  were  not  only  precluded  from  all  purchases,  but 
were  eoually  prohibited  making  the  most  trifling  present 
to  any  Japanese,  borne  insignificant  objects,  such  a$ 
Indistti  ink,  a  couple  of  pictures,  some  fans,  tobacco- 
pipes,  Sec.  were  brought  us  secretly  by  such  of  the  in» 
terpreters  as  were  the  most  in  our  confidence  ;  but  in 
6o  doing  they  incurred  the  risk  of  an  examination  :  and 
if  they  bad  been  detected  th'^r  lives  would  probably  have 
Qtgoed  the  misdemeanour. . 


»  ^ 
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Oo  thp  twttity-sevendi  of  March,  to  out  great  jojr,  it 
was  announced  to  iis  in  due  form  on  the  ptrt  of  the  go* 
vemor,  that  the  Great  Man  from  Jedo^  with  the  em- 
peror's answer,  was  expected  at  Naqgasaki  in  two  days. 
From  our  guards  we  learnt  on  the  thirtieth  that  this 
bearer  of  his  master's  pleasure  had  been  in  the  towo  se- 
veral days,  but  it  was  not  till  the  second  of  Aixil  that 
the  mtelligence  of  his  arrival  was  communicated  to  u& 
Wc  also  remarked  that  it  was  a  long  time  since  we  had 
seen  any  interpreters.  At  length,  on  the  third,  some 
appeared,  who,  besides  announcing  the  arrival  of  the 
Great  Man,  invited  the  ambassador  to  an  audience  ttie 
next  day  at  the  governor's  house.  They  said,  moreo- 
ver, that  they  were  commissioned  to  regulate  the  cere- 
monies proper  to  be  observed  upon  the  oocasioaw 

On  this  subject  they  informed  the  ambassador  that 
the  next  morning,  at  eight  o'clock^  aa  Opperbanjos 
would  come  to  conduct  him  to  the  governor's  house. 
As  the  way  by  waiter  was  the  shortest,  it  was  pcoposed 
that  he  should  go  in  the  Prince  of  Fisi's  baige  to  the 
great  stairs  of  Ochatto  (the  Muscle),  where  hd  would 
be  received  by  a  civil  and  nulitary  guard,  and  from 
thence  he  would  proceed  to  the  governor's  in  a  large 
Norimon  or  Sedan-chair,  accompanied  by  sevei»l  Great 
Men.  This  distinction,  however,  must  be  cnnfinpd  to 
him  alone,  the  9fficers  of  his  train  must  go  on  ibot 
They  assured  him,  that  the  Norimon  was  very  roomy 
and  convenient,  and  that  this  mode  of  conveyance  was 
oonfined  entirely  to  the  Daimios,  the  most  distwgM^i* 
cd  personages  of  the  country.  When  arrived  at  the 
governor's  house,  he  would  be.  introduced  ii^o  a  se- 
parate  chamber  by  himself,  and  the  officers  of  hia  truin 
into  another,  there  to  rest  till  the  opening  of  theaudiencc. 
We  observed  that  tliey  avoided  making  use  of  the  term 
wait.  This  was  all,  mey  said,  done  from  particuliv  re- 
spect, 93  it  was  the  custom  of  the  country  that  Great 
Men  should  at  all  times  be  separated  from  tlie  inferior 
servants  of  the  government*  Tlie  ambassador,  howe- 
ver, begged  to  decline  this  distinction,  and  requested 
that  his  officers  might  be  in  the.  same  apartment  wiili 
himself.  .     .     -     . 
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In  tlic  Hall  of  Audience,  the  interpreters  proceeded, 
the  ambassadoi^alQne  could  be  permitted  to  enter,  since 
this  was  a  pbce  sacred  only  to  the  very  greatest  people 
of  the  CQUirtry,  and  the  Dutch  rtever  were  allowed  to 
come  farther  than  the  antichamber.  To  this  the  amba^- 
sadv  made  many  objectiooB,  and  after  much  di^scussion, 
tliis ^pointy  togjHher  with  the  request  not  to  be  separated 
from  Us  officers,  were  oommittcd  to  writing,  and  re* 
served  for  the  governor's  decision. 

As  to  the  question  of  compliments,  the  Japanese  re- 
quirod^that  .the  ambassador,  according  to  the  customs 
of  tb^  country,  should  kneel  to  the  governor  and  to 
the  xepreseiitatives  of  the  emperor,  and  then  bow  the 
head>  in  tke  manoier  that  has  been  mentioned,  as  a  cus- 
tom^ tckm  ^  respect.  Both  these  things  the  ambas^* 
sador  refused,  and  declared  that  he  would  salute  these , 
Great  Mfntm\y^(t€T  the  European  feshion,  and  in  tfxe 
samemanaef  3that  be  would  pay  his  respects  to  his  pwn 
empeior*  With  mtich  difficulty,  and  after  a  good  deal 
of  diacateioii,  this  point  was  conceded  to'him.  The  in* 
terpretersfaitherdeaiwl  tdknow  in  what  position  tl:^ 
ambassador  would  remain  during  the  audience.  As,. 
acQording  tQ  the  oriental  custom,  the  use  of  chairs  was 
unknown  in  lapan,  and  the  people  sat,  or  rather  knelt, 
upon  the  c^pets  and  mats,  they  hoped  ht  would  find  it 
convenient  to  comply  with  this  fjishion,  one  which  ^he 
greatest  pnnccs  in.  the  country  were  bound  to  observe^ 
and  lAmt  h<3  would,  like  the  Gre(a  Man  from  Jedo  and 
the  gQvernor  kneol  upon  soft  stuffed  straw  mats.  This 
theambassadcnr  at  first  refused)  saying,  tliat  he  woujld 
stand  in  tlie^samb  manner  as  he  would  do  in  ^the  pre- 
:y?iiceQft^s  o^vn  emperor.  On  being  repeatedly  urg« 
ed  upon  the  subject,  hoivever,  and  on  being  assured 
thatmis  would  be  the  most  disrespectful  thing  he  could 
possibly  do,  he  qpn^nted  to  li^  do>tn  with  his  feet 
stretcb^  out  sideways,  The  interpreters  also  intreat^ 
ed  Chat>the;ambassador  would  not  think  of  wearing  his 
^word  in  the  Hall  of  Audience,  assuring  him  that  not- 
witbblauding  the  Great  People^  as  he  had  seen,  usually 
vear  two  swords,  they  were  always  laid  aside  in  that 
place.    After,  aianyantmadversfons,  the  ambassador 


256*  STAY    AT  JAl^Aie. 

yielded  this  point,  assuring  the  interpreters  that  he  did 
so  only  as  a  proof  of  his  great  respect  for '  the  Emperor 
of  JapanT 

The  person^  selected  to  attend  the  ambassador  to  the 
audience  were  Major  Von  Friderici,  Counsellor  Von 
Fosse,  Captain  FoedorofF,  Lieutenant  Koscheleff,  and 
myselh  It  was  impossible  to  make  the  Japanese  con- 
sent that  the  guard  of  honour,  with  their  muskets, 
should  attend.  The  utmost  to  be  obtained  was,  that  a 
soldier  should  carry  the  Imperial  Russian  standard  be- 
tund  the  ambas^dor  as  a  lUark  of  distinction.  In  the 
,  evening  the  interpreters  came  widi  die  governor's  an* 
swer,  that  the  cavalio^  of  the  embassy  should  be  allow- 
ed to  remain  in  the  same  apartment  with  the  ambassa- 
dor ;  and  two  of  them  should  be  admitted  with  him  in- 
to the  Hall  of  Audience. 

On  the  fourth  of  April,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  the 
Banjos  and  interpreters  appeared.  The  Prince  of  Fi. 
si^s  barge,  decorated  with  flags  and  hangings  of  silk  and 
cotton,  received  the  ambassador  and  his  train.  A  nuni* 
ber  of  smaller  boatSi  all  carrying  the  flags  of  Fisi,  ac- 
companied it. 

Arrived  at  the  stairs  of  Ochatto,  we  landed,  and  his 
excellency  was  received  by  several  Japanese  of  gre-at 
distinction.     A  numerous  civil  guard  was  in  w^tinj^ 
here,  bearing  many  insignia  of  honour,  and  all  were 
kneeling  in  rows  one  behind  the  other.     The  houses^  as 
well  by  the  water-side  as  all  round  the  place,  with   tbx 
fortresses  and  guard-houses,  were  covered  with  hang- 
ingSy  on  which  were  the  imperial  arms  and  tiiose  o\ 
Fis],sothat  we  could  see  nothing  of  the  houses  or  ili.^ 
people,  nor  could  they  see  any  thing  of  us.    Here   aini 
there  only  we  saw  a  head,   urged  on  by  irresistible 
curiosity,  peeping  from   behind  the  hangings.      "W^c 
were,  however,  m  thejmaiti,  unseen  by  the  inhabi- 
tants, while  our  own  eyes  were  equally  restrained^  firom 
making  our  observations  upon  them  or  their-  town. 
This  was  not  only  the  case  at  the  landing-place,  l>ut  in 
^11  the  principal  streets  through  which  we  passed  ;    auvl 
if,  in  some  of  the  cross  streets,  the  hangings  di^    no: 
cover  the  houses  ehtiRly,  theif  place  was  supplied    b/ 
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preters  come  into  our  room  at  Megasaki  witfiout  thoif 
shoes. 

A  vast  number  of  officers  were  in  attendance  at  the 
governor's  house,  both  within  and  without.  We  were 
carried  through  a  long  and  wide  corridor,  the  floor  of 
which  was  highly  varnished,  into  an  apartment,  \vhich, 
like  ours  at  Megasaki,  was  covered  with  fine  straw 
matting:  the  wails  were  ornamented  with  landscapes 
extremely  well  executed,  but  there  was  no  kind  of 
household  furniture,  such  as  tables,  chairs,  bcnclies, 
or  the  like.  All  the  wood- work  about  the  doors  and 
windows  was  finely  polished  and  varnished.  The  light 
came  through  the  adjoining  corridors.  Glass  windows 
are  a  thing  not  to  be  seen  in  Japan ;  thin  paper  stretched 
over  the  window-frames  supplies  their  place.  In  the 
midst  of  the  apartment  to  which  we  were  now  con  • 
ducted  were  implements  for  smoking,  con^sdng  of 
pipes,  tobacco-boxes,  pans  for  lighted  cOal,  and  spit* 
ting  vessels.  A  large  porcelain  spitting  vase  stood  in 
one  comer  of  the  room.  When  we  had  finished  smok* 
ing,  tea  was  brought  us  without  sugar.  The  cups 
were  of  porcelain,  but  massive,  heavy,  of  ugly  fbrms, 
and  ill-painted.  The  tea  was,  according  to  the  gene- 
ral judgment  of  our  companv,  by  no  means  good. 

After  a  short  half-hour  the  ambassador  was  intro- 
duced  into  the  Hall  of  Audience,  whither  he  was  ac- 
companied by  Major  Von  Friderici  and  Lieutenant 
Koscheleif.  The  representative  of  the  Japanese  Empe- 
ror, and  the  governor,  were  kneeling  nearly  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  haU,  and  behind  them  were  several  person  ^^ 
holding  their  swords  crossed,  high  over  their  beads. 
Thus  it  appeared  that  an  untruth  was  told  to  the  am- 
bassador, when  be  was  assured  diat  no  si/tords  were  al- 
lov\ed  at  the  audience.  Tlie  ambassador  and  the  ofli- 
cers  saluted  the  Great  Men  accord'mg  to  tlie  European 
fashion,  after  which  they  retreated  about  six  paces,  mai 
the  interpreters  knelt  on  each  side  of  diem.  All  rou  nd 
the  hall  were  ranged  some  of  the  most  distinguih^hcd 
persons  of  tlie  countr3\ 

7  lie  first  questions  abked  by  the  governor  of  the   a  ni  - 
bassador  were,  Why,  and  for  wliat  purjjosc,  he    h-.d 
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come  to  Jaran  ?  Why  the  Emperor  of  Russia  had  writ- 
ten  to  the  Emperor  of  Japan,  since  Lieutenant  Lax- 
mann  had  been  explicitly  informed  that  diis  was  for- 
bidden, as  contrary  to  the  customs  and  laws  of  the 
country,  and  as  absolutely  inconsistent  with  propriety  ? 
Whedier  Lieutenant  Lax  mann  had  failed  in  making 
this  known,  and  whether  he  was  still  alive  ?  The  ^• 
vemor  then  remarked,  that  though  in  the  permission 
that  had  been  fu^oduced  leave  was  given  for  a  trading 
vessel  from  Russia  to  come  to  Nangasaki  for  mercan* 
tile  purposes,  no  mention  whatever  was  made  of  an 
enabassy.  He  concluded  with  asking  the  reason  why 
no  use  had  been  made  of  this  permission  till  after  sucn 
a  lapse  of  years  ?  and  why,  having  been  so  lon^  ne- 
gle<^,  it  was  at  last  brought  forwards  ?  ']^he  audience 
broke  up  about  one  o'clock,  when  we  returned  to  Me- 
gasaki  in  the  same  order  that  we  had  come. 

In  the  evening  some  interpreters  came  to  tell  the  am* 
bassador  that  he  might  have  a  second  audience  the  foI« 
lowing  day  if  he  wished  it.  The  proposal  was  accept* 
ed ;  bat  at  hal£*past  seven  in  the  morning  it  rained  so 
hand  that  we  all  thought  the  audience  must  be  postpon* 
cd.  About  nine,  however  the  weather,  began  to  clears 
and  some  Opperbanjos,  with  the  interpreters,  came  to 
escort  us  to  the  eovemor's.  We  were  ready  to  ac* 
company  diem ;  but  the  ambassador  thought  it  right 
to  remark,  that  his  officers  could  not  go  on  mot,  as  the 
day  before,  auice  the  streets  would,  in  consequence  of 
the  heavy  rain,  be  extremely  dirty,  and  the  governor's 
house  was  quite  at  the  other  end  of  the  town.  To  this 
the  Opperbanjos  at  first  made  many  objections,  but  at 
length  th^  dispatched  some  persons  to  the  governor, 
to  h^  the  matter  before  him,  and  to  desire  that  Nori- 
mons  mi^t  be  prepared  for  die  cavaliers  of  the  embas- 
sy while  we  were  going  by  water  from  Megasakt  to 
Ochatto.  At  the  latter  place,  however,  we  were  oblig- 
ed to  wttt  two  hours  on  board  the  barge  before  we  were 
informed  that  the  five  Norimons  were  ready  for  the 
officers.  A  very  heavy  shower  had  fallen  in  the  mean 
lime,  accompanied  by  tliunder ;  but  the  barge  was  so 
well  sheltered  that  wefelt.no  inconvenience  from  it. 
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We  vcty  tranquUly  partook  of  the  tea  and  pipes  wluc^ 
bad  been  prepared  for  us. 

The  captain  of  the  barge  was  extremely  polite  and 
courteous.    He  wrote  down  the  names  of  his  guests,  to 
:eep  them,  he  .said,  as  a  lasting  memorial  in  his  family 
of  the  honour  he  had  received.    We  were  not  less  ob- 
servant of  evcnr  thing  around  than  the  Japmese  were  of 
us,  and  remarked,  among  otlier  things,  a  man  whacon* 
cealed  himself  briiind  somo  of  his  countrymen^  and 
seemed  occupied  in  drawings    We  endeavoured  to  in* 
spire  him  with  confidence,  and  entreated  him  to  shew 
us,  without  fear  or  diffidence,  the  interesting  objects  on 
which  he  was  employed.    He  ventured,  upon  this,  to 
exhibit  his  works,  and  we  were  not  a  little  surprised  at 
the  talents  displayed  in  them.     He  had  in  a  short  time 
taken  a  sketch  of  every  thing  remarkable  which  he  saw 
about  him;  as,  for  instance,  the  tliree-corncred  hat 
with  featliers,  worn  by  die  ambassador,  his  star,  and  tlie 
ribband  of  his  order,  with  the  different  insignia  about 
the  uniforms  of  the  officers ;  their  sabres,  their  swords^ 
and  the  scabbards ;  their  buttons,  scarfs,  and  keys  of 
office  as  chamberlains,  their  watch-strings  and  seals. 
The  celerity  and  address  with  which  he  sketched,  al- 
most at  a  glance,  so  many  objects  entirely  new  to  him, 
was  beyond  the  talents  of  most  European  artists ;  for 
they  were  done  with  Indian  ink,  on  the  fine  Chinese 
silk-paper,  as  it  is  called.    What  steadiness  in  the 
strokes,  what  lightn^s  of  pencil,  must  be  required,  to 
give  the  proper  expression  in  drawing  with  such  ma- 
terials I  The  time  that  we  lyere  detained  here  must 
have  been  of  the  greatest  value  to  this  man. 

About  twelve  o'clock  we  were  infixmed  that  the 
Norimons  were  all  ready.  The  proees^on,  therefore, 
immediately  began  to  move  forwards,  precisely  in  the 
same  order  as  the  day  bef(Ke,  with  the  exception  of  the 
officers  being  in  these  vehicles  instead  of  going  on  foot. 
The  place,  tlie  houses,  the  streets,  were  also  all  in  like 
manner  hung  with  tapestries  and  matting. 

Scarcely  liad  we  arrived  at  the  governor's  house  be- 
fore  the  ambassador  was  invited  to  the  audience,^whi' 
tixtx  he  wen;,  accompanied  by  Couirscllor  Fosse  and 
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Capttdii  Foederoff.  He  soon  returned  fous,  bringing 
in  his  hand  a  large  roll  of  paper,  which  had  been  given 
him  with  great  ceremony,  and  with  a  request  that  he 
would  have  it  explained  by  the  interpreters.  These 
latter  held  up  die  roll  to  their  foreheads,  bowing  their 
beads  with  profound  rssi^ect,  and  then  oi)ening  it  with 
a  sort  of  awe,  said :  "  This  is  an  extraordinary  in- 
stance of  favour  shewn  by  the  Emperor  of  Japan  to  the 
Russian  ambassador.  The  paper  contains  nothing  but 
friendship ;  but  since  it  is  written  in  the  Japanese  Ian . 
guage,  we  are  commissioned  to  explain,  orally,  the 
principal  articles  of  its  contaits.  In  the  sequel  all  will 
be  faithfully  translated,  and  committed  to  writing,  that 
it  may  be  understood  with  the  utmost  accuracy.  This 
will  be  no  trifling  or  easy  task ;  for  the  paper  is  full  of 
deep  thought,  and  written  with  much  atiCHtion  and 
profound  l^nbg." 

Th^  then  proceeded  to  make  known  to  us  the  prin- 
cipal articles,  which  were  as  folk>ws.  ^Mn  former 
times,  ships  of  all  nations  were  allowed  to  come  freely 
to  Japan,  and  the  Japanese  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting 
foreign  countries  with  equal  freedom.  A  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago,  however,  an  emperor  had  strictly 
enjoin^  his  successors  never  to  let  the  Japanese  quit 
the  country,  and  only  to  permit  the  Qbinese,  the  Dutch, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Iskind  Riukiu,  with  the  Co- 
reans,  to.  come  to  Japan.  For  many  years  the  trade 
with  the  latter  had  been  broken  off,  and  oftljr  that  with 
the  Chinese  and  Dutch  had  been  kept  up.  Since  that 
epoch  several  foreign  nations  had,  at  various  times,  en- 
deavoured to  establish  an  intercourse  of  friendship  and 
commerce  with  Japan.  They  were  always,  however, 
repulsed,  in  consequence  of  the  long-established  prohi- 
bitioiiy  and  because  it  was  lield  dangerous  to  form  ties 
<^  friendship  with  an  unknown  foreign  power,  which 
could  not  be  founded  on  any  basis  of  equality." 

The  interpreters  here  made  a  pause,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded. "  Friendship,"  they  said,  '*  is  like  a  chain, 
vrbiohy  when  destined  to  some  particular  end,  must 
consist  of  a  determined  number  of  links.  If  one  mem- 
ber^  however^  be  particularly  btrong,  and  the  others 
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dii^oportionaUy  weak>  the  latter  must  of  imseaiity,  bf 
use,  be  soon  broken.  The  chain  of  frtendship  can  ne* 
ver ,  therefoie,  be  otherwise  than  dtaadvaDtageoud  to  the 
weak  members  included  in  it* 

^*  Thirteen  years  before,*'  tb^  continued,  ^*  a  Riis*. 
sian  ship,  with  LieutenajDt  Laxmann,  came  to  Jmmd^ 
and  a  second  was  now  arrived  with  an  ambassador  from 
the  great  Russian  Emperor.  That  the  one  shouU  ba 
received  with  forbearance,  and  the  other  with  friendship, 
could  be  permitted,  and  the  £mperor  ol*  Japan  would 
gladly  do  whatever  was  in  his  pcAver,  consistently  with 
adhering  to  the  la ws«  He  could  and  would,  diorefore, 
consider  the  arrival  of  ^  the  second  Russian  ship  as  a 
proof  of  the  great  friendship  borne  him  by  the  Empe- 
ror of  Russia, 

*^  Thb  powerful  monarch  had  sent  Urn  an  ambaste- 
dor  with  a  number  of  costly  presents.  If  they  were  ac- 
cepted, the  Emperor  of  Japan  must,  according  to  thQ 
eustoms  of  the  country,  which  are  considered  as  laws, 
aend  an  ambassador  with  presents  of  equal  value  to  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  But  as  there  is  a  strict  prohibi* 
tion  against  either  the  inhabitants  or  the  ships  cutting 
the  country,  and  Japan  is  besides  so  jpoor,  tnrtitb  im- 
possiUe  to  return  presents  to  any  thmg  lUce  an  equiva* 
lent,  it  is  wholly  out  of  the  enq^eror's  power  to  receive 
eidier  the  ambassador  or  the  pments. 

*' Japan  has  no  jfraetf  wants,  and  hasthcrefcre  little 
occasion  for  foreign  productions.  Her  few  teat  wants, 
as  weU  as  those  Siat  she  has  contraotad  by  custom, 
are  richly  supplied  by  the  Dutch  and  Chinese,  and  lux- 
uries are  things  she  does  not  wish  to  see  introduced. 
It  would  besides  be  very  difficult  to  establish  an  exten* 
»ve  trade,  since  diat  must,  almost  of  necessity,  occa- 
sion frequent  intercourse  between  the  common  people 
and  die  foreign  sailors ;  and  this  is  a  thing  strictly 
prohibited.'' 

The  ambassador  now  made  many  protestations  that 
he  did  not  come  with  any  idea  of  receiving  presents  in 
return  for  what  he  had  brought ;  and  added,  that  if  the 
Emperor  would  not  accept  any  presents,  he  roust  in- 
sist upon  paying  for  the  provisbns,  and  materials  for 
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np9Ssm^^3»  diip,  witb  which  We  hod  been  fumlsiied^ 
To  diis  die  Japanese  answered,  tfiat  these  were  not  pre-* 
sents:  the  provisibnd  were  necessary  for  die  suppcxtof 
life,  and  the  other  was  only  assisianoe  imparted  in  a 
caae  of  need :  Hb  give  both  fredy  was  a  dnty  of  the 
goivemment.  At  the  same  time  diey  informed  us,  that 
the  emperor  had  issued  a  particular  order  to  supply  the 
ship  with  provisions  for  two  months  of  every  sort  dmt 
we  deemed  expedieat  or  deaiced.  He  had  ordered  be* 
sides  two  thousand  sacks  of  salt  of  thirty  pounds  each, 
and  a  hundred  sacks  of  rice  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  eadi,  widi  twa  thousand  bundles  of  the  finest 
Japanese  raw^k,  to  be  given  us ;  die  two  former  were 
for  the  crew,  die  httter  foctbe  offiaefs.  Tliese  the  am« 
bassador  refused,  saying,  that  if  the  emperor  declined 
accepting  his  presents,  he  couhl  not  possibly  accept  die 
articles  oflered.  *. 

Whfle  these  discusmona  were  going  on,  pipen  had 
been  farcmgfat  us,  and  lea  without  sugar,  with  some  aok 
gared  tUr^  as  rdreshments.  The  latter  were  upcm 
separate  sheets  of  paper  for  eadi  peraon,  and  consisted 
of  a  variety  of  articles  bound  together  with  a  sugar* 
work,  which  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  v^pretqr 
striped  ribband. 

After  die  interpreters  had  expbined  the  empe- 
ror's pleasure,  diey  brought  a  smaU  roil  of  paper,  which 
was  addressed  by  the  governor  ta  the  ambaasador.  Its 
principal  contents  were,  to  recommend  that  our  shqm 
immediately  on  leaving  the  harbour,  should  stand  out 
to  aea  to  a  considerable  distance,  as  die  coast,  upon  ac* 
count  of  the  rocks  and  frequent  storms,  was  extremely 
dangerous ;  and  to  request,  that  if  b  future  any  Japa» 
neae  should  be  thrown  upon  the^  Russian  coasts,  they 
mig^  be  consigned  to-  the  Dutch,  who  would  tranSi- 
port  them  to  Batavia,  whence  diey  mi^  easily  return 
to  Japan. 

Our  audience  being  .now  at  an  end,  about  four  in  the 
afternoon  we  were  earned  back  in  the  Norimons  to 
Ochatto,  but  without  any  train,  and  thence  proceeded 
by  water  to  Megasaki.  The  whole  day  was  verj' 
cloudy,  w4th  some  heavy  lowers  of  rain,  whieh  -jonly 
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contribated  to  increase  the  gloom  in  our  minds  created 
by  otir  disappointment.  A9  it  was  doubtful  Di4)ether 
our  audience  might  not  be  prottracted  to  a  late  liour  in 
the  evening,  preparations  had  been  made  for  illuminating 
all  the  streets  dirough  which  we  were  to  pass.  At  eve- 
ry four  or  five  paces  a  post  of  about  two  feet  high  was 
stuck  into  the  ground,  to  which  was  fastened  a  paper 
lantern. 

On  the  sixth,  the  interpreters  came  to  talk  -once  more 
with  the  ambassador,  in  the  name  of  the  governor,  a- 
bcoit  the  provisions  and  the  ^ilk.  -  They  assured  us 
that  the  governor  could  not  do  any  thing  in  the  a&ir 
from  his  own  judgment ;  he  must  obey  the  emperor's 
orders ;  and  if  the  ambassador  persisted  in  refusing  the 
things  ofiitted,  he  must  send  a  courier  to  Jedo  to  signify 
aa  much,  \Vfaidi  would  prolong  out*  stay  at  least  two 
months.  In  or4^,  therefore,  to  obtain  our  liberty,  his 
excellency  was  obliged  to  accept  the  silk  and  provi- 
sions* The  inteipreters  then  asked  whether  it  would  be 
agreeable  to  him  to  have  his  audience  for  takiDjg  leave 
the  next  day,  or  whether  he  would  defer  it  for  some  days. 
The  ambassador  chose  the  first,  that  he  mk^  ijuit  Ja- 
pan  as  soon  as  possible. 

Towards  noon,  therefore,  on  the  seventh  of  April, 
we  passedagain  through  the  streets  of  Nangasaki;  they 
were  ornamented  as  More  with  han^gs,  and  beset 
i^*ith  guards.  As  it  rained  very  liard,  we  were  each 
provided  with  a  new  umbrella  when  we  arrived  at 
Ochatto,  and  were  carried  in  our  Norimons. 

The  audience  consisted  in  a  reciprocal  exchange  of 
compliments  and  fHendly  adieus.  We  were  then  con- 
ducted into  an  adjoining  apartment,  where  weretlie 
two  thousand  bundks  of*  &ilk  sent  by  tlie  emperor. 
The  interpreters  assured  us  that  it  would  have  been  an 
extraordinary  piece  oif  ill-fortune  to  them  if  the  ambas* 
sador  had  not  permitted  the  officers  to  accept  this  pre* 
sent,  since  they  would  have  been  supposed  to  have  ill- 
interpreted  the  emperor's  orders,  and  this  is  a  very  heavy 
crime.  They  were  therefore  eloquent  in  their  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  ambassador's  condescension. 

Thus  ended  our  txtraordinHry   embas*^y  to^^apan. 
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NodMng  now  reiflained  for  US  but  to  rqpack  tl^ 
destined  for  the  emperor  as  soon  as  possible,  and  return 
them  on  board  the  ship,  and  to  proceed  with  the  utmost 
dispatch  .in  all  other  preparations  for  our  departure* 
While  we  were  proceeding  in  them,  we  <wice  more  made 
an  attempt  to  gain  permission  to  visit  the  Dutch  at 
Desma,.  and  one  of  the  temples  in  or  about  Nangasaki ;  . 
but  we  could  not  succeed  in  eidier. 

A&9t  ¥aqr  urgent  and  repealed  aolicitatioqs,  the  am- 
benador  dad  at  kngth  obtain  leave  to  make  seven  of  the 
principal  interpicCnrs  a  trifling  present  in  acknpwledg- 
meat  of  the  trouble  we  had  given  ^m;  and  the  go- 
veraorsatkngth  consented  to  aceept,  as  remembrances, 
the  litUappcket  globe,  with  some  mwa  and  sketchesjof 
the  diffenmt  nations  duitcompoac  the  Russian  entire. 

The  utmost  exertions  were  now  made  to  get  the  shig 
ready  for  sailing  with  all  possible  dispatch ;  and  it  was 
evident  that  the  Japanese  went  not  a  little  astonished, 
when  on  the  aixteenth  we  announced  that  every  tl»ng 
waaittdjr  &x  our  departure. 


LI 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


Ikpartmc  Jnm  Japm.^^Voyage  Jhun  thence  io  Earn- 
schatkiu—Quw  and  StraUs  of  Sm^aar.'-^Dcscril^' 
tion  qfthe  frest  and  North-  frest  Qmts  o/Matmai, 
or  Jesso^ — Stay  in  jiniwa  BaUi. — Deseriptum  of  the 
same,  with  the  South^JEast  Coast  of  JSaeha&ny  or 
Tschoka. — Departure  from  Tschoka^^  and  ArrmU  in 
the  Harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paid. 


.«  THE  presents  v!t  had  brougiil  with  us  bebg  once 
more  returned  on  board  the  ship,  the  wato*  casks  being 
filled,  the  provision  of  rice,  salt,  and  biscuit  allotted  us 
by  the  emperor .  being  safely  stowed,  and  the  Japanese 
dopuments,  with  the  tianslation  of  them  into  Dutch, 
beihg  remitted  to  the  ambassador,  nothing  remained  but 
to  bid  adieu  to  our  irksoiQ^  imprisonment  at  Megasaki. 
On  the  seventeenth,  therefore,  we  went  on  board.  Sev 
veral  of  the  interpreters  and  civil  officers  appeared  to  be 
really  affected  at  our  departure,  and  to  lament  sincerely 
that  all  hopes  of  an  interccmrse  of  trade  beii^  establish- 
ed between  their  country  and  ours  must  be  finally  re- 
linquished. 

Our  departure  Was  without  any  pon^  and  ceremony. 
Prince  Tschingodsi  had,  some  days  before,  entered  up- 
on his  office  of  guardian  of  th^  harbour  of  Nangasaki 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  tlie  embassy  was  conveyed  to 
the  ship  by  one  of  his  barges  of  state.  No  sooner  were 
we  arrived  on  board,  than  the  anchor  was  weighed,  and 
we  were  towed  by  a  hundred  little  boats  to  USt  western 
«ideofthe  Papen  mountain.  We  were  accompanied 
by  the  Banjos  who  were  upon  guard,  and  some  interpre- 
ters. The  powder  and  arms  which  we  had  been 
con^^giliod  to  deliver  upjoH  our  arrival  were  faithfulh 
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restored:  the  latter  wherein  a  very  rusty  condition.  The 
imperial  guard-house  was  now,  as  we  passed  it,  Imt 
scantily  decorated,  and  not  with  new  hangings ;  nqir 
did  we  see  at  our  departure,  as  at  our  entrance,  soldiers^ 
with  their  muskets  and  standards,  assembled  to  do  us 
honour.  Even  the  barge  of  the  Prince  of  Tschingod- 
si  Was  very  inferior  in  splendour  to  that  of  the  Prince  of 
risi. 

Early  in  the  tnorning  of  the  eighteenth  we  quitted 
the  bay.  Our  hasty  departure  must  have'  given  the 
Japanese  no  ill  opinion  of  the  nautical  talents  of  the 
Russians ;  for  we  learnt  from  the  interpreters  the  day 
before  that  they  expected  we  should,  like  the  Dutch^ 
linger  in  the  bay  for  at  least  a  week  before  we  were  rea- 
dy to  proceed.  They  had,  therefore,  unsolicited  by  us, 
promised,  in  the  name  of  the  governor,  that  we  should 
be  furnished  daily  with  fresh  provisions  to  the  moment 
of  our  departure,  even  though  it  should  not  take  place 
for  several  weeks.  The  sans  were  set  late  in  the  even- 
ing  (rf*  the  seventeenth ;  and  early  in  the  morning,  b£- 
igcG  die  guard-boats,  which  had  never  quitted  us,  could 
fairly  see  vAaX  was  going  on,  we  were  under  sail.  Many 
of  them,  wh^n  they  perceived  it,  strained  every  nerve  to 
keep  us  company,  but  a  brisk  gale  from  the  south- 
8outh>east  carried  us  so  fast,  that  they  were  soon  left  at 
a  distance,  and  obliged  to  return* 

Captain  Krusenstem  had  for  some  time  determined 
upon  returning  to  Kamschatka  along  the  western  coast 
of  Japan,  through  the  sea  of  Coreq,  and  passing  the 
straits  of  Sangaar,  to  examine  the  west  and  north-west 
shores  of  Matmai  or  Jesso,  with  the  eastern  coast  of 
Tschoka.  By  this  course  he  would  be  enabled  to 
prosecute  farther  the  discoveries  made  by  the  unfortu- 
nate and  ever  to  be  lamented  La  Perouse.  The  voyage, 
tbcrefone,  which  I  am  about  to  describe,  will  be  K>und. 
wdl  worthy  of  attention,  since  very  few  Europeans  have 
at  any  timie  navigs^ed  the  sea  of  Corea ;  and  our  excel- 
lent captaJh  is  the  fii^t  who  ever  thought  of  making  tho 
parts  above^meniioncd  a  principal  object  of  their  scien- 
tific researche*^-  '  • 


266     VOr AGJE  FAOH  JAPAK  TO  JLAXSGHATK^ 

f 

Geqgra)>hers»  and  Aose  who  vAsh  toobtatfn  an  accu- 
rate  knowledge  of  our  globe^  are  conaequendy  under 
considerable  dbligafions  to  Uin ;  and  we,  who  ware  the 
sharers  in  his  voyage^  must  for  ever  feel  gratefiil  in  re- 
flecting, diat  through  his  exertions  we  wer^  enabled  to 
becoine  acquainted  wfth  a  part  of  the  world  so  rarely 
frequented.  Although  the  second  part  of  Captain  Km* 
sensttm's  work  on  this  subject  is,  at  the  veiy  time  I 
am  writing,  idieady  In  the  press,  yet  I  trust  that  I  shall 
not  be  condemned  if  I  am  here  somewhat  diffuse  in  my 
geographical  descriptions,,  or  if  I  inferiveave  with  my 
own  remarks  the  nautical  and  astronomical  questions 
he  has  so  ably  decided,  referring  my  readers  to  bis 
maps  for  the  elucidation  of  my  descriptions. 

On  the  eighteenth,  in  the  evening,  a  hnsk  south-east 
wind  Koaev  md  in  the  night,  amidst  cloudy  and  rainy 
weather,  wie  passed  a  strait,  thirty-two  miles  over»  be- 
tweoi  the  littfe  idand  cidled  Agses^tars  9od  Cape  Got« 
to.  A  istrong  wind  and  high  sea  carried  us  rapidly  for- 
wards on  the  nineteenth  in  a  north  north-easterly  direc- 
tion, and  in  the  evening  we  were  already  io  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  island  of  Tsus*.    Al  day^^bieak  on 

* 

'Tiiisislaiidis  called  by  the  JapsBese  TmM^ntw.i^  the 
Chinese,  TuUma'taOf  that  is,  island  of  the  ojftfioeite  standing 
hor^e^.    It  has  a  very  deep  bay  on  the  western  side,  wfaicb  be- 
gins at  the  two  promontories  of  Kukuissaki  and  Ossaki)  and 
runs  very  far  into  the  island.    This  bay  is  joined  to.  the  sea  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  island  by  means  of  a  canal,  which  is  call- 
ed the  6Mfi*s  Canaly  and  by  which  the  idiand  is  divided  in  two. 
l^he  usual  way  taken  by  the  Japanese  to  arrive  at  the  harbbur 
of  Koktiyannotira,  on  the  north  side  of  the  island, '  is  to  sail 
from  the  harbbntof  Karaxu,  in  the  province  6fFiin,to  the  island 
of  Iki)  whiikistl^ii^een  Japanese  iniies  or  Ri^  from  wheace  to 
the  harboar  aboire-fiaroed  on  Tsus-sima  is  forty*«tght  sniles. 
From  thence  to  the  harbour  o{  Tooscha  (a)  in  Corea,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Fusai!^,  is  again  forty-eight  miles.    The 
principal  place  In  the*  island  of  Tsus-sima  is  at  the  aoiith-east 
poii^  and  it  called  Jatd,  very  near  to  which  lis  the  spaeloos  and 
commodious  hartxAir  of  Ooura^  both  are  at  the  foot  of  a  pretty 
liigh  hill.    The  sontheramost  promontory  t>f  Tsus-sima  is  call- 
ed Oos-saki,  and  the  northernmost  Toyossaki :  the  latter  lies 
between  the  islands  of  Kaito  and  Oonuschelo. — JnLius  \%h 
IClapi^otIi.  « 

(a)  The  TRhosan  of  C^ptiain  K'*u9enstcmJ(fnTap. 
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the  tiiv«iitie&  Mpe  saw  it  t5  the  DO^  and  deterlnined  iw 
northerninost  point  to  be  in  latitude  34^  40'  30'  nortb, 
lonffkude  230"^  30^  30''  we%U 

Cootnry  winds,  fi^  and  ratn,  prevented  us  follow- 
ii^  tbb  opposite  coast  of  Japan»  which  we  saw  in  the 
eadi  towards  evenifigw  We  could  still  however  catch 
a-glimpseof  it  at  intervals  (m  the  twenty- second  smd 
twenty -tliard,  dt  the  fc^owing  degrees:  latitilde  35 <" 
15",  35^  45%  36^  I',  36«>  14' north,  longitude  227^ 
40^,  217<*  10'  west.  On  the  diiitieth  of  AprU  we 
again  approadiied  the  western  coast  of  Japan,  to  seek 
tor  Ciqpe  Sai%aar,  and  ascertain  its  situation ;  and  die 
fottowmg  day  we  discovered  a  very  high  cape  in  lati- 
tude SQ""  50',  longitude  220^"  16%  To  dus  Captain  Km- 
wnsKXTti  gave  the  name  of  Prommtcry  of  the  Hussions*. 

On  the  second  c^  May,  the  weather  being  very  clear, 
we  were  pretty  near  the  land,  so  tiiat  we  could  plainly 
disiifigiiish  a  town  in  latitude  40^  50'  north,  longitude 
219^  54'  weat;  we  eould  also  see  several  little  boats 
lying  at  mohor.  A  large  bay  is  here  formed  round  a 
flat  and  sandy  shore,  mluchjift  bounded  by  two  high 
h^  fomiiii^  very  ptioniiofcnt  la^i^marks*  The  town 
seemed  tokrably  large^  and  the  country  round,  to  judge 
by  the-colctarof  the  ploughed  bnds,  l^y  the'itieadoWs, 
and  by  the  >woods,  must  be  both  fer^e  and  beautiful, 
Thfc  Ifai^bodr,  if  there  be  one  here,  may  vtry  probably 

*  TM^'BI^^^  jpeDiafcoltf  is  called  bjr  ihs  Japanese  Votoko-i«si* 
katt*sinil;  thatiSf  tb^e  ^tag'^  hlandi  the  hiU  upon  it  has  the 
name  of  Jbo-nibtd,  attd  the  south-western  promontory  that  of 
Nafik&a  o!r  "Komo  (a),  '  On  the  second  of^  Maf  the  ship  was 
dppdfiteto  tlK'pfeiiri  wtA  forest  at  the  issue  of  the  Rossiro»gaira, 
WhtcASna^me  Jiipanesfe  maps  is  called  Rodai.  The  tmowy 
mountaifis  which  wer/e  seen  from  this  spot  separate  the  provin* 
ces  of  Dcwa  and  Ooschin*  and  have  no  particular  name.  Oi| 
tht^V^^estehi'side  of  the  prbvince  of  Ooschin,  which  the  ship 
iNifl&eii  oh  the  third  df  May^  are  the  two  striking  promontories 
of  Nangasaki  and  Torus-saki,  the  latter  being  the  northern^ 
moat.  Behind  tbef&  is  ahi^h  mountain  called  Twaki-jasiai 
and  eastward  from  the  tatter  is  the  strikinfi^  town  of  Jumenai,  on 
d  river  which  flows  into  .the  sea  ahnost  at  the  north-west  point 
of  lapart.^— Julius  Von  Kla^kotm. 

(a)  The  latter  is  called  in  Captau)  Krusenstcrn'i   map  tljft  ^ 
Fromontfrry  ^'t/ie-Rus/iians..  '  ..'  ' 
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\3ie  formed  bf  the  mouth  of  a  river,  md  may  be  pre- 
sumed useful  to  vessels,  which,  like  diose  of  Japan,  do 
notrequire  any  great  depdi  of  water.  At  three  miles 
from  the  sfaote  the  water  was  no  more  than  twenty-five 
fathom  deep.  In  the  back  ground  of  the  fine  lands- 
cape before  us  high  mountains  reared  their  snbw-clad 
summits.  We  saw  a  number  (rf*  whales,  and  daily  col- 
lected sea- weed  of  various  kinds,  particularly  m  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  land. 

Towards  evening  four  boats,  each  carrying  fifteen  or 
twenty  men,  came  towards  us ;  but  though  we  mvite  J 
them  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  and  in  the  Japanese  lan- 
guage, to  come  on  board,  they  would  not  venture. 
Thie  construction  of  Aese  boats,  and  Ae  form  of  the 
oars,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  rowmg,  was  so  diftreiV 
fix>m  whsEt  wehad  seen  at  Nangasaki,  that  we  should 
iK^arcely  have  supposed  them  Japanese. 

The  next  morning  the  wind  was  very  fiivourable, 
aod  we  ran  along  the  coast  at  the  rate  of  eight  knots  a&k 
hour.  We  saw  several  creeks  and  bays,  and  At  length 
in  the  north  perceived  a  higb  point  of  land  projectiiig 
very  far  into  tlie  sea  in  latitude  40^  37'  40"  north,  Ion- 
gitude  220^  IV  30"  west :  to  this  tVas  ^vcn  the  name 
of  Cape  Gamale}\  A  very  high  mountafai,  covered 
with  snow,  not  far  from  the  cape,  in  latitude  40^  40' 
40",  longitude  219<>  49',  was  named  Peak  Tilesius. 
In  the  afternoon,  after  much  expectation^  we  at  length 
came  in  sight  of  Cape  Sangaar.  This  cape,  with  ano- 
ther now  lying  directlv  in  the  north,  and  which  is  the 
southernmost  point  of  Jesso,  form  the  entrance  to  the 
straits  of  Sangaar.  To  the  latter  was  given  the  name  of 
Cape  Nadeschda  after  our  ship.  Cape  Sangaar  lies  in 
latitude  41<>  16'  30"  north,  longitude  219^  46'.  west; 
Cape  Nadeschda  in  latitude  41^  25'  10",  lonjgitude 
219^  59'  SO".  The  distance  between  the  two  capes  is 
eighteen  miles.  ' 

•  Later  in  the  evening  we  approached  the  south-vi^es- 
tern  coast  of  the  island  of  Jesso,  and  remarked,*  in  a 
viry  open  insecure  bay,  tlie  conbiderabic  town  of  Mat- 
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9umai^.  We  could  distinguish  the  houses  and  tern- 
pks  very  dearly  with  the  assistance  of  our  glasses ;  it 
lies  in  latitude  41''  32 ,  bn^ude  219''  56.  Some, 
what  to  the  south- west  of  th»  town  are  t\('o  islands,  the 
Vreslemaxist  and  largest  of  wluch  is  called  Oos-sima ; 
the  odxr  has  the  name  of  Kos-sima,  or  the  Lktle 
Island;  the  former  is  in  latitude  4&^' 3 V  30 ',  longi- 
tude 220^  40'  45',  the  latter  in  latitude  41^  21'  SO's 
longitude  220^  14'.  They  are  the  never-to-be- mis- 
taken  marks  of  the  entrance  of  the  straits  of  Sangaar. 

The  land  of  Jesso  is  here  pretty  high,  and  most  of 
the  m&untains  about  were  coveml  wi^  snow:  they 
have  a  vokanic  appearance,  are  naked  and  barren,  ani^ 
are  full  of  rt^ged  irregular  clefts.  It  is  very  probable 
thatia  the  interior  of  the  country,  in  parts  sheltered 
from  qcdd  and  strong  winds,  there  may  be  pleasant  and 
fertile  vallies ;  but  about  the  town  of  lAatzumai  the 
6ouqtry  is  so  desert  and  sandy 9  diat  it  would  have  been 
difficult  to  CQiocdve  how  the  mimerous  population  could 
find  wherewithal  to  sustain  their  existence,  if  we  had 
not  previpusly  learnt  at  Nangasaki  thai  the  whale-fish- 
ery was  tlie  principal  support  not  only  of  the  whole 
isl^md  of  Jesso,  but  of  N  ipons  to  the  north  of  it.  Wc 
observed  many  little  vessels  under  sail  i^  the  bay,  and 

*  Matzumai  is  the  name  of  the  principal  town  upon  t^  island 
of  Jesso;  it  signifies  the  Tov/n  qfFira*  The  island  itself  Is 
never  called  Matmai,  but  by  the  Japanese  Jesso,  and  in  the 
Chinese  language  Chia-y,  which  signifies  crabs  fa  J,  The* 
harbour  of  Matzttroai  is  inconvenient  and  insecure  even  for  Ja- 
panese vessels.  Before  it  lies  the  little  island  of  Besai^e;  this 
is  considered  as  holy  groundby  the  Japanese,  for  which  reason 
they  have  built  a  temple  upon  it.  To  the  south-east  of  the 
town  Ues  Ssirakamis-saki,  the  most  southern  promontoi;]f  of 
the  island ;  and  eastward  of  that  are  two  convenient  harbours 
for  small  ships.  Farther  east  is  the  harbour  of  Chakotade,  near 
which  are  several  Japanese  farms ;  and  some  way  farther  within 
the  land  is  the  habitation  of  the  Kurilian  interpreter.  AU>n^ 
the  whole  south-west  side  of  the  island  are  a  great  number  of 
JPucif  particularly  that  called  by  the  Japanose  Kombie^  and 
which  they  make  uac  of  as  food. — Jui.ius  Von  Klaproth. 

faj  Chia  are  a  sort  of  small  sea-crabs,  called  in  German 
fSiiS^erirny  iu  Spanish  Cavmrariei,  and  in  Enijli^h  Sfttimp^. 
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many  more  at  anchor  before  the  towUf  wMiout  being 
able  to  determine  where  the  harbour  could  be. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  fourth  we  still  saw  the 
straita  of  Sangaar^thouRh  from  the  force  of  llie  cuneiA 
we  had  been  cankd  in  menigfat  to  some  ^stanoe  fcom 
them.  We  directed  our  oourae  to  Oos-sima,  the  wes- 
temmost  cf  die.t  wo  small  islandsy  vahkh  b  about  sax 
miks  in  circumfimnce,  and  steered  northwards  between 
that  and  Kos-sima  through  a  channel  about  twenty 
miles  over.  Bothidands  aresteepi  ni^jed,  aiMlnot 
l^tHtable,  appearing  to  be  of  volcamc  origin.  Towards 
noon  we  perceived  a  thiid  island,  Okosiri,  whkh  is 
much  flatter  than  the  odien :  it  lies  westward  of  Jew), 
and  to  the  north  of  Oos^sima,  in  latitude  42^  9",  loi^i- 
tude  220^  SO'.""  It  is  coiuiderably  larger  than  ekher  of 
the  others,  1)eing  eleven  miles  long  and  five  broad :  at 
fte  south- western  end  it  rises  gently  above  the  sea.  It 
has  a  pleasant  and  fotUe  aj^xuranoe,  being  wi^  cover* 
edwitfi  wood,  but  appears  notwithstanding  to  bftumn- 
habited.  We  did  not  perceive  boats,  houses,  or  amoke, 
along  any  part  of  the  coast* 

iuterwe  had  sailed  round  this  island,  eaiiy  in  the 
mommg  of  the  fifth  we  approached  the  idand  of  Mal^ 
mail  on  which  we  discovered  in  tte fare-groimd  athick 
smoke  ascending  from  a  valley  behind  a  hiU,  and  far 
back  in  the  perspective  a  chain  of  mountains  covered 
with  snow.  A  high  promontory  in  the  ndghbourhood, 
in  latitude  42^  38 ,  longitude  219^  59'  was  called  by 
us  Cape  Kutusofi^.  It  was  almost  a  dead  calm,  and 
the  weather  being  very  fine,  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
comparing  the  face  of  nature  here  at  tlus  time  of  tlie 
year  with  what  is  to  be  seen  at  the  same  time  in  Eu- 
rope, lliera  every  thing  is  in  flower,  and  excellent 
fruits  of  various  kinds  are  now  to  be  found :  here  even 

*  This  promontory  is  called  in  Japanese  ChokoBsiaossaki. 
On  the  somh  side  of  it  are  the  last  Japanese  habitations  on  the 
west  side  of  the  island ;  northwards  from  thelice  the  farms  of 
the  natives,  Jtimiy  begin.  Still  farther  north  lies  the  promon* 
tory  to  which  Captain  Knisenstern  gave  the  name  of  Cape 
Novosilzoffjbut  which  isherecaHed&omoinossaki. 
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the  lowest  mountains  and  the  fields  were  covered  with 
snow.  g 

.  On  the  sixth  we  came  in  sight  of  another  lofty  pro- 
montory,  which  we  called  Cape  Novosilzoff ;  behind  it 
was  a  very  deep  bay,  which  seemed  to  promise  a  pas^ 
sage  through  it^.  Under  the  idea  of  thfe  possibility, 
and  with  high-raised  expectation,  we  began  to  examine 
it.  On  the  southern  shore  we  saw  a  volcano  sending  up 
vast  columns  of  smoke,  and  several  other  hills  with 
rounded  summits.  It  appeared  singular  that  the  smoke 
shoukl  ascend  from  a  ve^  inconsiderable  hill,  while  a 
high  peak  close  by  gave  no  indication  of.  being  a  vol- 
cano. To  the  highest  and  most  considtrable  of  these 
hills  the  name  of  Peak  Rumoifski  was  given.  It  lies  in 
latitude  42^  50'  15"  north,  longitude  218^  48'  30' 
west.  We  coukl  not  proceed  far  into  .  the  bay,  but 
were  obliged,  pn  account  of  tlie  adverse  south- winds,  to 
tack  about  there  the  whole  day. 

In  the  morning  of  the  seventh  a  favourable  south* 
west  wind  rose,  which  enabled  us  to  penetrate  farther 
into  the  bay ;  but  it  was  soon  obvious  that  the  hope  of 
a  passage  through  must  be  abandoned.  The  land  kept 
constantly  approaching  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  south- 
east, the  depth  of  water  decreased  at  every  sounding, 
and  its  saltness  was  sensibly  dimini^ihed.  Nothing 
therefore  remained  but  to  return,  disappointed  in  our 
expectations.  We  now  steered  towards  the  northern 
promontory  which  borders  this  gulf:  to  this  was  given 
the  name  of  Cape  Malespina.  It  lies  in  latitude  45^ 
42'  15",  longitude  218^  41'  30". 

*  According  to  the  Japanese  maps  there  is  no  passage 
through  here ;  but  at  the  end  of  the  bay  is  a  large  river,  which 
comes  from  a  lake  called  Issikari,  four  Japanese  miles  or  Bi 
in  circumference.  This  lake  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  sc- 
reral  small  rivers.  It  is  separated  from  two  other  lakes  by  a 
Uw  ridge  of  hills,  and  these  lakes  have  a  cqmmunication  with 
the  sea  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  island.  South  of  this  bay  \^ 
the  high  Peak  Ssiribetsu,  at  the  foot  of  which  rises  a  little  rivei 
which  falls  into  th^  sea  north  of  Cape  Chokossinossaki.  To 
the  north-west  of  this  is  another  peak  called  Yuuben,  which 
lies  on   the  ea^ern  side  of  the. island. — JuLirs  Von  Klap- 

ROTB. 

Mm. 
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On  the  eighth,  in  the  forenoon,  we  observed  two 
small  islands^,  Teurire  and  Janikeaeri,  in  the  jnorth-east, 
about  ten  miles  from  the  island  of  Matmai  or  Jcsso : 
the  one  lies  in  latitude  W  27  45",  longitude  218«  43' 
15",  the  other  in  lathude  44^  28'  45",  longitude  218* 
37'  45".  We  continued  to  follow  the  coast  of  Jesso  at 
a  distance  till  the  tendi  of  May,  when  we  reached  its 
north-western  point.  Here  wt  saw  a  highpeak,  which 
we  afterwards  recognized  to  be  the  Peak  Pe  Langle  ft 
mentioned  by  La  Perouse  as  on  the  north-West  coast  of 
Matmai.  This  round-headed  hill,  with  its  snowy  head, 
which  appears  so  remarkable  at  a  distance,  now  lay 
directly  before  us.  It  is  not,  as  La  Perouse  believed, 
upon  the  island  of  Matmai,  but  forms  a  separate  island 
ot  itself. 

The  wind  being  extremely  favourable,  before  noon 
on  the  eleventh  we  reached  the  most  north-western  point, 
called  by  the  inhabitants  Soya,  but  which  Captain 
Krusenstem  named  Cape  Romanzoff.  It  lies  in  Lti« 
tude  45^  25'  SO"  north,  longitude  218^  25'^  30"  west 
Scarcely  held  we  perceived  that  it  was  inhabited,  before 
a  little  boat  came  out  from  the  land  and  approached  us« 
It  contained  four  persons,  who  had  coarse  lank  hair  up- 
on their  heads,  and  long  thick  beards,  with  dirty  white 
garments.  Though  they  rowed  direcdy  up  to  the  ship, 
Siey  would  not  come  on  board  upon  oiu*  invitation  ; 

*  The  westernmost  of  these  islands  is  caUed,  in  the  tankage 
of  die  country,  Teumus-siri,  and  the  other  Ankes-sin.  Thef 
are,  according  to  tlie  Japanese  maps,  ten  miles,  or  Ri^  asuoder. 
Some  of  the  Japanese  maps  call  the  first  island  Feure^  perhaps 
this  is  the  Japanese  name  for  it.  Eastward  of  these  islands, 
upon  the  island  of  Jesso,  is  a  high  peak  called  YuUbet&u.** 
Julius  VoN  Klaproth. 

t  Peak  De  Langle  is  called  by  the  inhabitants  df  Jesso  Rns* 
slri:  it  is  twenty  miles,  or  Ri^  distapt  from  Teumus  siri.  Op- 
posite to  Peak  De  Langle,  on  the  western  side  of  JessO}  is  the 
high  peak  Akanuno.  North  of  Peak  De  Langle  lies  the  island 
of  Nebunos-siri,  or  Rifunos-slii ;  and  north-west  of  if  another 
island  called  Issigorotan,  or  Isschorotan ;  and  to  these  follow 
the  south-western  point  of  the  island  of  Tschoka*  This  point 
is  called  by  the  inhabitants  of  Jesso,  Ssari,  and  the  south-east 
point  is  called  Karafuto :  the  latter  is  considered  by  them  as 
a  separate  island.— >Julius  Von  K(.ap«oth. 
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but  after  kiving  contonplated  ua  awhile,  flowed  back 
again  to  the  shore.  Towards  ten  o'clock  we  discover- 
ed behind  Cape  RomanzoflT  a  lai^  bay  open  to  the 
north*  Here  we  cast  anchor  in  ten  fathom  water,  about 
two  miles  from  the  shcH^.  A  thick  fog  had  a  short 
time  before  shut  out  the  Peak  and  the  neighbouring 
country  from  our  view*  It  was  not  long  before  several 
boats,  like  the  first,  canie  to  us*  Some  of  the  people, 
with  our  consent,  immediately  came  on  board.  They 
suluted  us  by  rubbing  die  palms  of  their  hands  toge- 
ther, and  thai  raising  the  hand  slowly  seveml  times  ta>. 
wards  heaven ;  after  which  they  stroked  their  beards 
from  the  chin  to  the  breast,  and  then  threw  themselves 
on  their  knees  exactly  in  the  Japanese  fashion,  repeating, 
a  compliment  in  like  manner.  The  expression  of  their 
countenances  was  friendly  and  benevolent*  They  hud 
tolerably  large  eyes,  rather  high  cheek-bones,  a  some- 
what broad  and  compressed  nose,  and  among  most  the 
cheeks  and  chin  were  overgrown  with  long  thick*  black 
beards*  They  had  a  language  of  their  own,  but  un« 
derstood  some  Japanese  words ;  and  as  far  as  we  could 
comprehend  them,  seemed  to  disavow  being  Japanese,^ 
or  belonging  to  Japan.  They  called  themselves  witm 
or  AinuJ^ 

When  we  asked  them  about  Matmai,  they  pointed 
towards  the  south ;  hence  we  concluded  that  they  did 
not  ^ve  this  name  to  the  whole  island,  only  to  the  towii 

*  Aino,  or  Ainu  i  signifies,  in  the  language  of  all  the  people 
whd  belong  to  the  Kuriliao  tribesi  Afbn,  and  is  the  name  they 
giye  themselves.  The  KurUians  at  Kamschatka  call  thenf- 
aelves  Ainii ;  those  on  the  Kurillan  islands  call  themselves 
Ainuh;  and  those  at  Jesso  and  Tschoka  Aino;  ttMe  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  river  Amur  say  Ainuh.  According  ttf 
my  investigations  as  a  linguist,  the  Kurilian  tribes  seem  to  be 
spread  from  the  southernmost  point  of  Kamschatka  to  Japan> 
over  all  this  range  of  islands,  and  the  whole  coast  of  what  is 
falsely  called  Chinese  Tartaiy  below  the  Amur,  to  the  place 
where  the  Ussuiri-Uka  falls  into  the  sea.  The  Giljakioftho 
Russian  maps,  the  Yuibi  and  Gedshemn  of  the  Chinese,  belong 
to  these  tribes ;  the  country  therefore  is  improperly  called  Tun* 
gusi.  The  Kurilians  inhabiting  the  continent  call  themselves 
and  their  language  Fiatta.— -Julius  Von  Klaproth. 


\ 
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ofMatmai  or  Matzutnai.  They  drank  die  brandy 
offered  them  without  any  hesitation,  and  without  mak- 
ing a  wry  face,  emptying  the  last  drop  into  the  palms 
of  their  hands,  which  they  then  raised  towards  hoiven, 
and  again  stroked  their  long  beards.  When  they  had 
been  presented  with  some  trifles,  such  as  knives,  nails, 
looking-glasses,  &c.  they  returned  to  their  Ix^ts,  and 
made  signs  to  us  to  come  and  visit  them  on  shore.  A 
boat  with  a  party  accordingly  put  off  from  the  ship ; 
but  as  the  amateurs  of  a  land  party  were  very  numer- 
ous, and  all  could  not  go,  I  was  obliged  for  once  to 
control  my  inclinations,  and  remain  oa  board.  Scarce- 
iy  had  the  boats,  by  which  we  had  been  visited,  landed 
on*  the  eastern  shore  of  the  bay/  when  another  very 
large  boat,  not  much  unlike  the  Jiapanese  came  out 
from  the  western  side,  and  made  towards  our  ship.  In 
fact,  there  were  four  Japanese  on  board,  who,  to  judge 
by  their  external  appearance,  were  of  the  very  lowest 
class  oT  the  people,  probably  fishermen. 

They  were  extremely  free  and  sociable  in  their  be- 
haviour,  inquiring  who  we  were,  and  telling  us  the 
names  of  the  islands  and  country  round.  Shortly  after 
came  a  better  dressed  Japanese  in  another  boat.  He 
was  no  less  frank  in  his  intercourse  with  us ;  and  after 
what  we  had  experienced  at  Nangasaki,  this  surprised 
us  very  much.  He  gave  us  to  understand  diat  he  was 
a  merchant,  and  offered  us  several  Japanese  things  for 
sale,  or  rather  for  barter ;  among  them  were  lackered 
wooden  drinking  cups.,  razors,  tobacco-pipes,  books 
with  wooden  cuts,  which  the  Japanese  are  forbidden,  on 
pain  of  death,  to  sell  to  strangers,  but  which  are  tolera- 
bly well  known  in  Europe  under  the  name  of  Chinese 
bibles. 

On  the  following  morning  I  went  on  shore  with  ano- 
ther  party.  The  surf  was  so  strong  upon  the  flat  sandy 
beach,  that  our  boat  could  not  get  over  it,  and  an  Ainu, 
whose  habitation  lay  very  near,  came  out  with  his  little 
boat,  into  which  we  removed,  and  were  landed  in  salciy. 
Our  conductor  then  led  us  to  his  miserable  hut.  It 
was  constructed  with  trunks  of  trees  as>  tlie  maiasup- 
ports,  the  walls  and  roof  being  covered  walhstrau. 
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Behind  the  house,  and  before  the  entrance  of  it,  were  a 
number  of  poles  and  tree^decorated  with  a  sort  of  gar- 
lands, probably  with  some  religious  view.  The  inside 
of  the  hut  consisted  of  only  one  apartment ;  in  the  mid- 
dle of  it  was  a  fire,  round  which  the  whole  family,  con- 
sisting of  an  old  woman,  a  young  girl,  and  several  men, 
were  sitting.  Over  the  fire  hung  an  iron  kettle,  in 
which  they  were  dressing  fish, 

I  soon  quitted  this  company  to  take  a  walk  along  the 
shore.  Here  I  found  various  sorts  of  sea- weed,  as  the 
JPucus  saccharinasj  Fucus  perforatusj  Fucus  gramme 
oideSi  and  Fucus  siHquosusj  with  many  others  wholly 
unknown  to  me.  Among  the  remains  of  different  sorts 
of  shells  I  found  those  of  the  Nautilus  papyfaceus.  I 
also  found  several  large  nuts,  which  resembled  very 
much  our  Italian  nut,  Nuxjuglans  :  where  they  grew, 
however,  or  how  they  came  there,  or  indeed  wliat 
claimi  they  had  properly  to  be  called  nuts,  I  could  not 
discpver.  The .  principal  stone  on  the  shore  was  a 
hardened  argile,  into  which  the  Fhoiasses  had  penetra- 
ted in  great  abundance.  The  plants  were  very  back« 
ward  in  their  growth.  I  saw  the  Ca/tha  palustris,  An- 
gelica of  several  sorts,  Fumaria.  Equisetum^  and  Allium. 
A  bog,  in  which  grew  a  reed  of  no  great  strength  or  size, 
stretch^  along  the  shore  to  the  foot  of  the  nearest  hill. 
This  hill  is  steep,  but  not  very  high.  Patches  of  snaw 
were  Iving  about  in  different  parts.  Firs  and  birches 
were  the  principal  trees  that  fell  under  my  observation. 
Tlie  shore  was  in  many  places  intersected  by  crystal 
streams,  on  the  banks  of  which  the  habitations  were 
placed.. 

I  saw  every  where  a  great  many  dogs,  which  seemed 
of  the  same  breed  widi  those  of  Kamschatka,  only  much 
smaller.  I  afterwards  learnt  that  here,  as  well  as  there, 
they  are  made  use  of  as  draught  animals,  and  harnessed 
In  the  winter  to  sledges.  Bears  were  to  be  seen,  do- 
mesticated, about  almost  all  the  houses  :  they  are  ta- 
ken when  young,  fed  carefully,  and  at  length,  when  ar* 
rived  at  a  proper  iige,  killed  and  eaten  as 'dainties.  A- 
mong  the  furs  worn  by  the  people,  I  observed  a  small 
silver-grey  skin  of  an  auimal  wholly  unknown  to  me 
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The  inhabitants  make  their  winter  clothing  of  die^e  as 
well  as  of  bear  and  dog  skins.  During  my  absence 
fiom  the  ship,  some  sea- otter  skins  had  been  carried 
thither  for  sale ;  it  is  therefore  to  be  presumed  that 
this  animal  is  common  here  as  well  as  at  the  Kurile 
islands. 

The  habitations  do  not  lie  at  any  great  distance  firom 
each  other.  I  counted  seven  large  ones  in  the  space  of 
not  more  than  a  German  mile,  each  of  which  seemed  to 
have  from  fifteen  to  twenty  grown  men  belonging  to  it* 
Most  of  the  women  ran  away  when  I  came  near  a  house ; 
a  few  only  stayed,  conceding  tl^emselves  behind  their 
husbands,  for  the  purpose,  as  it  appeared,  of  gaping  at 
me.  The  men  were  little,  at  the  utmost  not  more  tlian 
five  feet  and  a  half  in  height,  but  strong  built  and  mus- 
cular ;  the  women  were  still  smaller,  with  coarse  black 
lank  hair  hanging  from  their  heads,  and  bluish  lips.  I 
could  not  dbcover  whether  this  was  their  natural  colour, 
whether  it  was  produced  by  tattooine,  or  was  the  effect 
^  some  kind  ca  tint  given  them.^  Some  of  our  party 
insisted  upon  it  that  they  had  seen  women  witbjtlieir 
arms  tattooed. 

At  Soya,  the  most  western  point  of  land,  some 
Japanese  are  established  under  a  civil  officer.  Thev  are 
here  by  order  of  the  Japanese  government  to  watcn  the 

.  coast ;  and  the  officer,  with  two  sabres  at  his  side»  came 
in  virtue  of  his  office  on  board  our  ship  to  inquire  who 
we  were,  and  with  what  views  we  were  come.  At  first 
he  would  not  believe  that  we  were  Russians,  because  we 
had  short  unpowdered  hair :  whereas  the  Russians  who 
came  with  Lieutenant  Laxmann,  whom  he  luid  known, 
wore  their  hair  dressed  and  powdered. 

He  entreated,  or  rater  commanded  us,  as  soon  as  the 
weather  was  clear,  to  proceed  on  our  route,  since  in 
case  we  did  not,  he  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  send* 
ing  information  of  our  arrival  to  the  government,  and 
this  might  occasjion  us  much  embarrassment.-      He 

'would  not  accept  the  smallest  present,  nor  would  he 
even  drink  a  glass  of  the  Japacesc  wine  made  fi'om  rice, 
called  Sakfy  which  we  had  brought  with  us  from  Nan- 
gasaki.     He  appeared  to  be  a  sct^^ible  man,  and,  as  far 
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as  1VC  could  judge,  wdl- informed.  He  shewed  a  good 
deal  of  geographical  knowlcSdgc,  and  gave  Captain 
Krusenstem  some  useful  information  respecting  the 
names  and  situations  of  the  neighbouring  islands.  He 
knew  the  name  and  situation  of  Kamschatka,  and  talk- 
ed about  Ochotsk  and  America. 

Tschoka,  or  Sachalin*,  he  called  a  Tartarian  island  ; 
and  assured  ^us  that  it  was  difierent  from  Karafuto,  an 
island  separated  only  by  a  narrow  strait  from  the  north 
of  Jesso.  Karafuto,  he  said,  was  only  inhabited  Jn  the 
southern  part,  and  that  by  some  Japanese.  From  him 
we  learnt  that  die  part  of  Jesso  inhabited  by  the  Japan* 
ese,  diat  is  the  southern  part  is  alone  properly  called 
Matmai,  t>r  Matzumai ;  perhaps  he  even  meant  to  con* 
fine  that  name  to  the  town.  The  proper  name  of  tht 
island,  he  said,  b  Jesso,  and  the  inhabitants  are  called 
Ainu.  It  is  very  probable  that  in  ancient  times  Jesso 
was  the  name  given  to  the  vvhote  island ;  but  since  the 
Japanese  have  driven  the  Ainu  to  the  north,  and  posses, 
std  themselves  completely  of  the  southern  part  of  the 
island,  the  northern  part  only  (las  retained  its  original  ap- 
pellation. 

During  my  excursion,  I  came  to  the  habitation  of  the 
Japanese  merchant,  as  he  called  himself,  who  had  \  isited 
us  the  day  before.  AH  about  it  were  several  hundred 
thousand  herrings  li'ung  up  to  be  dried  According  to 
1^  hat  he  told  us,  he  brings  hither  every  year  lackered 
wooden  eating  and  drinkiiig  vessels,  tobacco  and  tobac- 
co-pipes, rice,  kitchen  utensils,  coar^.c  cotton  clotii,  and 
other  things  wanted  by  the  Ainu,  for  which  he  is  am- 

•  It  isvery  improper  to  call  this  island  Sachalin,  since  the 
inliabltants  caJl  it  Tschoka.  Tlie  Mandschus,  not  k-nowing  its 
2iume,  might  rery  probably  call  it  Siigha^iU'tinn''  gachoday  that  is 
the  island  with  the  black  mouthy  because  it  lies  opposite  tbe 
mouth  of  the  Amur,  which  is  culled  by  them  Sa^halinulay  or 
the  black  river.  Sakhalin  signifies  blacky  and  is  not  the  name  of 
theiiriaiKl  :  people  arcvrrongin  circulating  such  errors.  This 
islsiud  is  not  under  the  dominion  of  the  Mandschurian  Chinese* 
an  tvas  once  supposed)  for  in  the  great  Chinese  government 
teographicdf  work  culled  /*(t/j-;:/;in-i/'^w;2r;-i<»c/(i,  which  appear* 
rd  \\T\'\^v Xie-htrim^  it  i*^  c:itirely  onimittcd. 
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ply  paid  in  dried  fish  and  furs.  He  assured  me  also  thai 
he  visited  most  of  the  near  and  distant  islands,  even  the 
.  Kurilian  islands  Urup  and  Iturup.  By  all  that  fell  under 
my  observation,  it  appears  that  the  Japanese  took  but 
little  care  of  the  Ainu,  for  they  are  very  ill  clothed,  and 
possess,  scarcely  any,  even  of  the  most  necessary  kitchen 
utensils.  Some  knives,  a  kettle,  tobacco  and  pipes, 
fishing  nets,  a  little  rice,  and  siome  coarse  cotton  cloth, 
appear  to  constitute  the  whole  of  their  possessions. 

They  shoot  wild  animals  with  poisoned  arrows. 
The  poison  they  use  for  this  purpose  is  the  thick  sap  of 
some  plant,'probably  of  a  species  of  aconite  which  g^ows 
here  in  abundance.  It  is  so  subtle  in  its  nature,  that  in 
a  few  minutes  after  the  animal  is  wounded  the  blood 
rushes  out  of  die  mouth,  nose,  and  ears.  In  this  way 
they  kill  bears,  wolves,  foxes,  sea-otters,  &c.  &c. 

Although  the  Japanese  visit  the  northern  parts  of  Jcs« 
so,  the  southern  of  Tschoka,  Karafuto,  and  the  south- 
ern Kurile  islands,  and  maintain  a  very  close  union  with 
the  Ainu ;  the  latter  seem  as  little  as  any  other  nation 
to  venture  upon  visiting  any  of  the  Japanese  possessions. 
They  are  even  precludefd  all  intercourse  with  the  princl- 
pal  town  of  their  own  country,  Matmai,  or  Matzumai. 
The  climate  is  much  colder  here  than  in  many  othci 
countries  in  the  same  latitude.  At  this  advanced  sea- 
son the  plants  were  but  just  beginning  to  shoot^  and 
very  few  firs  were  in  blossom.  The  snow  lay  in  many 
places  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  and  the  tops  of  them  were 
co^  ered  with  it.  On  the  twelfth  of  May,  in  the  morn 
ing,  Heaumur's  thermometer  was  only  two  degrees  a- 
bove  the  freezing  point,  and  at  noon  only  six. 

On  the  thirteenth,  at  daybreak,  we  weighed  anchor 
The  weather  had  become  clear,  and  we  could  see  all  tl/ 
poults  and  islands  around  very  plainly.  Our  principal 
attention  was  directed  to  the  island  of  Karafuto^  as  it  is 
called  in  the  Japanese  maps,  and  which  we  could  see  in 
the  horizon.  We  had  scarcely  quitted  our  anchoring- 
place,  when  all  doubts  as  to  our  situation  were  cleared 
up.  It  was  evident,  both  from  the  testinvonies  of  the 
unfortunate  La  Perouse,  and  from  our  own  observation*^. 
ti^^t  the  island  of  Karaiuto,  now  seen  in  the  north,   \va^ 
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one  and  the  same  witfiT^lKika  orSachaIin«  What 
had  been  at  first  otAj  presumptian,  was  towards  noon, 
whea  we  observed  the  ^tuation  of  Cape  Crilbn,  an^ 
GCHnpare^  it  Ivkh  that  of  the  rock  La  Dangereuse^  re- 
duce4  to  a  certamty. 

The  weather  was  fine,  and  the  wind  brisk,  so  that 
nvcf  soon  approached  Cape  CriUon  ;  but  as  night  closed 
in  we  rather  bone  awa^r  fmm  it  again,  in  ordo*  to  avcnd 
the  fbmudabfe  roek  jLa  Dangereuse.  It  was  now  a« 
boot  five  sea  miles  to  the  north,  and  we  observed  a  ca- 
pafcioiis  passage  faetweeen  that  and  the  dipe ;  indeed 
on  the  moriung  of  the  fourteenth  we  b^w  a  Japanese  ves- 
sel come  through  this  passage.  Tiie  rock  lies  in  lati- 
tilde  ASP *7'  15" north,  longitude  517** 51'  15'  west. 

As  we  approached  this  ro(^  the  next  morning,  we 
heard  a  very  loud  and  continued  noise,  which  we  con- 
cluded at  £c8t  tp  be  the  breakers  dashing  against  it ; 
but  we  afterwards,  by  the  assistance  of  our  gh^s,  dis- 
oovered  an  innumerable  quantity  of  sea- lions,  sea-idlogs, 
and  sea-calves,  Phoca^  from  wliich  yft  had  no  doubt  it 
proceeded.  At  thd]t  dwtance  it  was  imposs3>le  to  de- 
termiQe  the  species  of  any  of  tbese  animals.  Some  d 
them  lay  npon  the  rock,  others  had  their  heads  only 
raised  just  abow  ite  water,  making  a  most  fifightful 
howling. 

Cape  CriDcii,  lOirhich  lies  in  latitude  45^  54^  15''^ 
longitude  :2i7^  IT  2i"*,  was»iiow  to  the  west  of  our 
coume,  while  at  a  much  greater  distance  in  the  eastern 
horizon  we  i;ould  discern  Cape  Aniwa,  the  south  east* 
ern  point  of  the  island  of  Tschoka.  At  first  we  thought 
tbb  cape  appeared  a  separate  island,  since  the  northern 
part  of  the  Isuid  is  much  loMer  than  the  southern,  con«> 
seqoenlly  was  not  so  soon  seen  by  us.  The  wind  bad 
somewhat  freshened,  so  diat  we  ran  at  the  rate  of  seven 
or  ^sigfat  knots  an  hour  towards  the  Gulf  of  Aniwa. 

Towards  four  in  the  afternoon  we  could  at  length 
discern  the  low  land,  by  which  die  two  promontories 

-*  The  Trs^i>^Iator  has  ventured  here  to  mark  the  longitude 
as  above.  In  the  origioal  it  stands  2 1 7""  7 1'  2  L^^  As  the  7 1 ' 
must  be  a  mistake,  the  probability  is  that  it  t^U  be  corrected  \^\ 
transposing  the  figures. 

N-n 
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that  Yorm  the  gulf  are  united,  and  towards  evening  we 
cast  anchor  in  nine  fathom  water  in  the  north-western 
part  of  the'  gulf,  in  the  creek  called  by  the  Dutch,  SaK 
mon  Bay.  Not  far  from  us  lay  a  4>ne-masted .  Japanese 
vessel,  and  upon  the  land  we  saw  several  buildii^  en- 
tirely in  the  Japanese  taste.  The  Japanese  ^p  which 
we  saw  eaHy  in  the  morning  pass  b|r  Cape  Crfflon  had 
.anchored  in  a  little  creek  upbn  the  eastern  promontory. 

Late  in  the  evening  I  learnt  that  Lieut.  Ratmaiioff  pro- 
posed going  on  shore  the  next  morning  by  four4>'clocki 
m  hopes  of  being  able,  if  possible,  to  throw  thp  nets. '  I 
begged,  therefore,  to  be  permitted  to  accompany  him : 
and  accordingly,  on  the  fifteenth^  nine  of  us  set  off  in  a 
boat  upon  our  expedition.  We  steered  towards  the 
north  and  north-east  part  of  the  bay,  in  hopes  of 
finding  a  river^  but  when  we  were  got  several  miles 
fi*om  the  ship,  the  surf  was  still  so  great  all  along  the 
shore,  that  it  was  impossible  to  land ;  our  boat  bad  in- 
deed, in  making  the  attempt,  been  in  die  utmost  danger 
of  being  dashed  to  pieces. 

We  followed  the  whole  northern,  and  a  great  pert  oi 
the  north-eastern  coast,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  sta 
mile  from  the  shore,  and  found  in  general  from  two  to 
three  fathom  and  a  half  of  water.  On  tfaeiiordiem  coaDt 
we  passed  the  mouth  of  a  river,  but  on  account  of  tin 
surf  could  not  enter  it.  We  had  constantly  about  us  a 
great  number  of  whales,  sea-mews,  ravens,  and  wild 
ducks.  We  were  already  e%ht  sea-miles  fronk  our 
ship,  and  had  reached  the  northern  part  of  Cape  Aniwa, 
when,  to  our  great  joy,  we  arrived  at  a  spot  which  ue 
could  vtrade  through  without  any  danger.  And  no^^ , 
since  we  had  gone  so  far,  we  resolved  to  vbit  the  habi- 
tation before  which  we  had  seen  the  Japanese  vessel  at 
anchor  the  preceding  day;  Our  sailors  were  ordered, 
therefore,  to  continue  their  course  with  the  boat  along 
the  coast  till  they  came  to  this  spot. 

The  shore  was  very  flat,  but  not  far  from  it  die  hill:> 
rose  so  steep  that  they  were  wholly  inaccessible.  I" 
our  way  we  passed  a  number  of  habitations.  The  hiit5 
were  very  poor,  and  scattered  about  at  no  great  distance- 
Probably,  however,  these  are  only  summer  residcnccb 
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of  the  fishermen,  since  most  of  the  people  we  saw  weie 
fulUgrowQ  labonrbg  men  ;  there  were  very  few. women 
and  children.  Thb  supposition  seemed  much  strength- 
ened by  percdving^a  number  of  foot-paths,  which  led 
through  the  plain,  and  over  the  nearest  hills,  into  the 
interior  of  the  country.  The  few  women  to  be  seen 
were  occu{»cd  with  cutting  up  and  cleaning  the  fish 
preparatory  to  their  being  dned ;  in  doing  which  we  ob- 
served diat  the  entlrails  were  thrown  away,  but  the  roes 
were  pftrserved  and  cured.  Tl^  peofit  were  all  sitting 
oat  in  the  open  air,  only  sheltered  on  the  side  towards 
the  wind  by  straw  mats  fixed  to  poles  stuck  into  the 
ground.  Their  clothing,  like  that  of  the  people  of  Je$- 
80,  i;va8  a  long  full  gown  open  in  front,  a  sOrt  of  night- 
gown. 

As  we  passed  their  habitations,  or  the  places  where 
they  wece  at  work,  die  men  generally  rose  up,  and  com- 
ing sonie  steps  towards  us,  saluted  us  with  a  friendly 
half-sniiling  mien  in  the  manner  of  the  Amu  of  Jesso : 
the  women,  however,  remained  sitting  behind  their  straw 
mats.  Although  our  appearance  must  have  been  wholly 
strange  to  them,  dieir  numner  was  such  that  they  di^ 
not  appear  at  all  struck,  but  as  if  the  sight  was  quite 
famikar  to  their  eyes.  Some  of  the  men,  apparently 
out  of  courtesy,  accompanied  us  a  few  paces,  and  then 
left  us,  so  th^  we  pursued  our  «way  unmolested  by 
their  curiouty.  After  walking  about  a  German  mile, 
we  arrived  at  the  spot  to  which  our  course  was  direct- 
ed, where  the  Jskpanese  vesseb  were  at  anchor.  There 
was  much  varie^  in  At  walk,  and  we  were  not  fatigued 
Mdth  it,  as  we  found  all  along  the  coast  a  veiy  good  foot^ 
path,  which  we  Mowed.  The  soil  of  the  wooded  hills 
seemed  for  die  most  part  argillaceous.  Here  and  there 
pleasantvallids  opened  upon  us,  watered  by  little  streams, 
whidi  ran  into  the  bay ;  over  three  of  the  principal  of 
these  were  laid  broad  planks,  instead  of  bridges,  for  the 
convenience  of  foot  -passengers. 

As  we  approachai  the  habitations,  we  saw  two  Ja- 
panese officers  dressed  in  silk,  and  each  with  two  sa« 
bres,  coming  tow£ffds  us.  They  saluted  us  with  a  friend- 
ly demeanour,  and  then  satdown  in  the  open  air,  upon 
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a  Straw  mat  whkh  wad  spread  .for  the  purpoiie.  .  Witli- 
out  asi(iog  us  to  sit,  they  began  Questbiung  us  offici* 
ally  who  we  were,  and  why  we  and  the  ship  had  come 
thither^  The  answers  to  these  queatioiis  being  wtitten 
down,  they  mse  up  and  invited  us  to  take  some  refresh- 
snent  in  their  habitations  close  by.  ^  Such  an  invitation 
was  the  more  agreeable*to  us  as  it  wias  now  near  nooOf 
atid  fro<h fi3ur in  the ittaming,  when  we  $at  outonour 
expedition,  we  had  not  taken  any  riling^ 

This  Japanese  hamlet  consisted  of  six  k^pge  and 
several  smaller  houses,  round  a  sort  of  court  or  open 
place,  so  that  the  whole  was  not  veiy  unlike  an.  Euro- 
pean farm.  Most  of  the  buildings  served  as  substitutes 
fyt  warehouses.  We  were  introduoed  into  tha  fiibt 
house  :  it  was  built  of  wood,  one  story  hig^  and  alter 
the  Japanese  fashion,  that  is^  with  a  ^Edlery  smd  trellis, 
and  instead  of  windows,  paper  ever  a  frame  work. 
.  The  first  room  was  large,  and  surrounded  with  littk 
chambers  or  divisions  open  to  it :  in  thqse  lay  merdian- 
dise  of  various  idnds*  Next  to  this  wasa  spacious  a* 
partment  raised  one  step  above  it|  which  scasmd  to 
serve  asa  kitchen*  In  the  midst  wasa  fire,  and  near  it 
were  spread  some  fine  straw  mats,  on  whiclv  we  were 
invited  to  »t  down.  On  our  ^^legizii^  that  vft 
should  dirty  the  mats  with  our  bocM»  in  which  we  had 
faeeh  walking  so  long,  the  upper  mats  were  taken  away, 
and  we  were  desired  to  sit  upcm  those  underneath: 
they  were  very  clean  though  not  so  fine.  Sinoei  how- 
evelr,  we  were  little  accustomed  to  the  oriental  ntode  of 
sittings  and  seated  oursdves  rather  awkwardly,  with  our 
legs  stretched  out  sideways,  our  host  oolered  some  lit* 
tie  bands  to  bo  brought,  and  laying  a  plank  ow  ttiem, 
made  us  a  bench,  on  which  we  sat  very  commodioutJy 
after  our  bwn  fashion.  We  were  then  each  presented 
widi  a  square  wooden  trencher^  upon  which  was  a  smalt 
lackered  plale  fikU  of  excsellent  cooked  rice,  with  another 
sort  ol  saucer,  in  which  was  cooked  fish.  We  were  also 
furnished  with  two  little  wooden  sticks,  such  as  they 
tlitfmselves  use  instead  of  forks.  Thus,  after  having 
been  bix  njonths  at  Japan,  we  noW|  for  the  first  timt'f 
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upon  die.  IskiKf  of  Tschoka^  eat  our  dinner,  with  a  Ju 
panese  family. 

While  we  remained  here  our  hosts  endeavoured  to 
obtain  information  irom  us  upon  several  subjects,  and 
we  were  Aot  spariiig  of  our  questions  to  them.  One  of 
4he  Japanese,  officers  said  he  had.  lived  siK  years,  the 
•  other  said  he  had  lived  eight  upon  the  island :  both  oalU 
od  it  Kurafuto.  They  aonsidered  itabout  half  the  aze 
of  Jesse :  but  from  what  -they  said,  we  inferred  tliat  the 
northern  part  was  entirely  unknown  to  them.  They 
aceoied  to  have  very  little  knowledge  of  Russia,  though 
ibsy  ^ked  a  good  deal  about  Kodai  an4  Lieutenant 
Laxmann.  They  did  not  appear  to  be  acquainted  even 
-with  the  name  of  Kamschatka.  As  we  had  our  fowl. 
mg-pieces  with  us,  they  begged  permissbn  to  examine 
one,  and  were  in  graat  astonishment  at  die  lock,  which 
ifvas  quite  new  to  them.  It  has  been  menttoued  before 
that  the  Japanese  fire  their  guns  with  lighted  matches. 
They  inquired  with  evident  apprehension  whether  the 
piece  was  loaded^  and  seemed  so  much  afraid  of  gun- 
powder that  they  woukl  not  even  burn  some  grains  of  it 
vAikh  had  shaken  out  at  the  touch-hole*  I  am  almost 
convinced  that^y  have  no  other  arms  for  the  defence 
of  their  settlement  than,  perhaps,  some  bows  and  arrows* 
The  original  inhabitants  of  this  island  are  also  call^ 
Ainu.  They  are  evidently  of  the  same  race  with  the 
aati ves  of  Jesso  and  the  Kurile  islands. 

I Goumed  two-^id-twenty  Japanese,,  who  observed 
Its  and  all  our  movements  with  the  utmost  curiosity. 
As  lam  of  opinion  that  several  of  them  were  only  sai- 
lors  whQ  had  come  with  the  ships  now  at  anciior,  whose 
$lay  was,  therefore,  confined  to  some  days,  or  perhaps 
tveeks,  it  is  probable  that  at  anotiier  time,  especially  in 
winter,  very  few  Japanese  would  be  found  hore.  Tlie 
first  laiige  apartment  was  filled  with  a  great  many  of  tiie 
nadves,  who  were  all  upon  their  knees  in  token  of  sub- 
mbsion.  By  this  it  should  appear  that  they  are  kept 
in  very  stnct  obedience  by  the  unarmed  Japanese,  dis- 
|H*oportionate,  beyond  all  conception,  as  they  are  in 
their  numbers.  Scarcely  had  these  poor  creatures  re* 
mained  a  quarter  of  an  hour  thus  seeking  to  satisfy 
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their  c&riosity,  when  they  were  aKain  ^ven  away  to 
their  work.  They  were  employed  in  cutting  up,  acsan- 
ing,  and  salting  the  -fish  for  drying,  in  hanging  up  the 
fresh,  and  turning  those  that  were  already  partially  dri- 
ed. Among  some  hundred  of  the  Ainu  diat  we  sHiw, 
one  or  two'only  had  a  good  deal  of  coarse  hair  growing 
about  their  bodies,  as  may,  perhaps,  occasionaUy  hap- 
pen sunong  Europeans ;  but  that  this  \diole  race  of 
tnen  are  covered  all  over  with-hair,  is^one  of  die  poeti- 
cal flourishes  in  which  traveUers  will  soraetimes  in- 
dulge themselves. 

Near  the«hamlet,  on  a  little  hiH,  stands  a  Japanese 
temple,  which  we  were  told  we  might  visit,  on  the  con- 
dition of  first  takii%  off  our  boots.  TThis  we  diould 
gladly  have  done  if  we  had  not  been  afi^aid  diat  it 
would  take  up  too  much  time.  It  was  already  four 
o^clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  our  boat  widi  the  saUcrs, 
which  we  had  long  expected,  was  not  yet  even  in  si^t. 
The  w^d  2aiA  tid£  were  both  agpdnst  them,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Ratmanoff  was  under  considerabte  anxiety  lest 
they  should  have  met  with  some  accident ;  we  there- 
fore agreed  to  go  in  search  of  them  without  farther  de- 
lay. So  taking  leave  of  ouc  hosts,  with  many  acknow* 
ledgments  for  tiieir  hospitality,  we  returned  along  the 
shore,  and  in  half  an  hour  met  with  them. 

Though  the  wind  was  brisk,  and  not  fiivourable,  we 
saifed  directly  across  the  bay  to  our  ship,  then  at  the 
distance  of  fourteen  miles  from  us.  Scarcely  had  we 
left  the  shore,  when  the  wind  increased  so  much,  and 
the  waves  ran  so  high,  that  our  litde  bark,  loaded  with 
nine  persons,  had  great  difficulty  to  get  on.  We,  how- 
ever, fought  through  all  our  difficulties,  and  arrived 
safely  at  the  ship  about  eight  o'clock,  I  may  truly  say, 
to  the  great  joy  of  our  companions.  They  had  witness- 
ed, not  without  very  great  anxiety  and  apprehension, 
our  long  and  arduous  struggle  with  the  elements.  The 
ship  was  anchored  in  Ihiitude  46^  41'  15"  north,  longi- 
tude 217"*  28'  west. 

On  the  sixteenth,  at  day-break,  we  once  more  weighs 
ed  anchor,  and  having  a  ire^  south-east  wind,  towards 
evening  reached  Cape  Aniwa,  which  Captain  Krusen- 
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Stern  detennbea  tobein.htttude  46^  2f  2(y',  longitude 
216^  29"  4/0".  On.  the  Mowing  morning  we  doubled 
it;  but  6O0n  after  the  wind  sunk,*  and  by  noon  a  dead 
cabi^  came  on.  The  whales  sported  in  great  numb^s. 
about  the  ship,  commonly  in  companies  of  two  or  three 
togdher.  Towacds  evenings  we  saw  a  boat  with  six 
persons  put  off  from  die  land  A  seven  miles  -distance, 
and  cow  towuds  us.  Neither  die  appearance  of  die 
boat  or  the  men  differed  in  afiy  way  from  those  we  had 
seen  before.  Night  coming  on,  probdtriy,  induced 
Aefli  to  retnm* 

We  continued  to  pursue  our  way  along  the  Coast, 
and  on  the  nineteeitfb  ai^oaehed  a  bay  in  latitude  46"^ 
50Vlongkude216^  2T,  bounded  to  the  south  by  the 
Cq)e  Tongtt  of  die  Dutch.  From  the  anchorage  be- 
ing very  mdiffimnt,  thb  can  only  aerv^  as  a  temporary 
asylum  in  cases  of  extreme  Jiecessity :  it  affords  very 
li)ftl6  shelter  against  the  north  and  north-east  wind. 
Ilie  distance  from  hence  to  Salmon^bay  is  between 
twoity  and  thirty^  miles.  The  two  bays  are  separated 
fiom  each  other  only  by  a  low  ridj^  of  hills.  This 
b^  is  thinly  inhabited,  but  there  is  a  superfluity  <^ 
good  water  and  firewoods  In  the  afternoon  we  came 
in  sight  of  a  high  rounded  hill,  in  latitude  47^  33',  lon- 
gitude 217^  14',  which  we  believed  to  be  the  Spenberg 
of  the  Dutch,  and  the  Peak  Bemizet  of  La  Perousc. 

The  coast  that  we  passed  on  the  twentieth  afibrded  a 
pleasing,  smiling  aspect :  the  weather,  was  rough,  and 
ive  had  some  sliowers  of  snow :  the  following  day  was 
cloudy.  On  the  twenty-second  we  were  in  the  bay  call* 
ed  by  the  Dutch  the  Oidf  of  Fatience,  and  the  next 
day  we  observed  the  mouth  of  a  river.  As  it  was  a 
perfect  calm,  Captain  Krusensterniesolved  to  drop  the 
anobor,  and  examine  the  coast  somewhat  nearer :  it  was 
low,  woody,  and  had  a  very  inviting  appearance. 

A  boat  was  tfierefore  hoisted  out,  in  which  several 
of  the  officers  went-on  ^hore*  At  their  returif  in  the 
evening  they  brought  a  great  deal  of  tattered  sea- weed, 
a  great  many  broken  shells,  and  some  dried  fishes^  roes, 
a  kuge  salmon,  and  a  thornback,  with  the  information 
that  diey  had  found  a  river  very  full  of  fish,  fine  woods 
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of  fir  ^ikI  birch,  abundance  of  juniper  bushes,*  asd  very 
few  inhabiUints.  The  feather  was  still  troubled,  and 
$eemed  to  threateo  i^eiiig  stormy ;  and  as  dx  northern 
boundary  of  tlie  gulf  ts  fixed  by  navigators  in  latitude 
49^  19'  Captain  Krusensiem  thought  it  prudent  to  re- 
turn south«i!ard$.  It  is  considered  as  very  dangerous 
to  be  too  near  the  land  here  -in  stormy  weather*  Seal 
Island,  as  it  is  called  by  the  Dutch,  is  particulaily  to  be 
avoided;  and  firom  this  we  could  not  now  be  fiur  dis- 
tant. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  towards  nooui  tt«  saw  tfar 
dangerous  reef  o£  rocks  that  surnound  Seai  Uaiid,  on 
which, we  turned  to  the  •  south  and  south-west,  as  tvett 
for  the  propose  of  avoiding  them  as  of  doubting  Cape 
Patience.  Captain  Krusenstera  determined  the  lati* 
tode  of  Seal  Island  to  be  between  48^  2B'  aad  48^  36 . 
the  longitude  between  2i5<^  27' and  215^  SO'.  On 
tl^  twenty-sixth,  we  were  presented  with  aspecudeno 
less  new  than  unexpected.  Tliis  wasa  considerable 
quantity  of  floating  ice  in  the  west,  ^me  in  small 
pieces,  some  in  large  islands*  We  were  canatrained, 
in  consequence,  to  take  an  easterly  cotvse,  that  we 
might  not  runthe  hazard  of  getting  too  much  into  the 
neighbourhood  of  such  dangerous  company. 

On  the  following  morning,  at  four  o'clock,  wc  saw 
again  in  the  north-west  vast  fields  of  floating  ice.  Un- 
d^r  these  circumstances  it  seemed  impossible,  at  tlie 
present  time  of  the  year,  to  sail  ferther,  in  order  to  ex- 
amine the  north-eastem  coast  of  Tsdioka.  Nothing, 
therefore,  remained,  but  to  choose  between  cruising 
about  farther  to  the  south  for  some  weeks,  to  wait  the 
melting  of  the  ice,  or  sailing  away  immediately  fcr 
Kamsdiatka.  In  the  latter  ca^  the  ambassador,  who 
was  not  wry  much  interested  in  gec^apbical  research- 
es,  would  be  released^  and  at  a  more  favouraUe  period, 
^ose  pQ  whose  tastes  they  were  bettar  suited,  could  re- 
turn and  prosecute  them  where*  they  were  now  broken 
off.  This  was  the  thing  resolved  on,  and  we  accord- 
ingly steered  directly  eastwards,  towards  the  Kuril', 
iiilaiids. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty  •eighth  the  wind  fre?^* 
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died  exceedki^f ,  and  tbwards  evening  it  encreased  ID 
a  vMcnt  sform.  Our  situation  tiais  night  was  by  so 
mudi  die  more  disagreesfble,  as  we  could  not  be  iar 
from  liie  Kurile  islands.  The  whole  night  through  the 
wirtd  was  extremely  fcoisierous,  the  waves  ran  very 
high,  and  llie  i^lfih^  of  the  idiip  Was  indeed  frightful. 

C^  the  tiventy-hinfl),  at  day- break,  yrt  saw  land  iii 
llie  touth-east,  but  it  was  soon  lost  again  in  a  thick  fog. 
lattct  m  the  diaty,  wbeh  the  weather  was  somewliat  clear- 
er,  a  hig^h  pddc  was  disbemible  in  the  south-south-east. 
White  we  were  -ciiiizing  about  in  order  to  steer  our 
course  eastward  In  these  unknown  regions  with  more 
accuracy,  and  were  waiting  the  dispersion  of  the  fog, 
which  concealed  alt  the  surrounding  objects  from  our 
vkw,  we  were  earned  somemiles  nearer  to  the  peak, 
for  the  wind  was  so  trHKng  that  we  were  almost  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  the  currents,  which  sat  to  the  west,. 
During  the  whole  day  we  could  pc!t«ivea  clear,  ycl- 
loWi^  grey  smcike  ascending  from  the  peak,  very  dis- 
tinguis^ble  from  the  dark  grey  of  the  fog ;  the  crater 
of  die  volcano,  which  was  on  the  western  point  of  the 
lull,  was  also  clearly  to  be  discerned.  The  summit  of 
the  peak,  at  the  distahce  of  three  sea4biles  from  its  foot, 
was  observed  to  be  two  degrees  above  the  horizon^  In 
the  evening  came  on  a  heavy  foil  of  snovV,  and  die  air 
was  extremely  cold.  The  thermometer^'  dorint;  tlie 
day,  was  for  the  most  part  at  6°,  but  in  the  night  it  fell 
toonlyl**.  '  , 

Early  in  the  iifioniing  df  the  thirtieth  we  perceived  an 
island,  which  we  supposed  to  be  the  tenth"  or  rfcventh 
of  the  Kurile  islaiids.     We  steered  north-east,  and  ex- 
pected as  soon  as  we  had  turned  our  backs  upon  this 
to  be  inthe  waters  of  Kamschatkd ;  but  towards  noon  we 
saw  another  little  rocky  island,  and  farther  in  the  north- 
east we  still  discerned  '  another  through  the  fog.     A 
strong  east  wind  so  increastrd  the  thickness  oftheat- 
tnosphere,  that  Captain  Krusenstem  could  no  longei' 
venture  to  tack  abbirt  am*  iig  unknown  islands  and  reefs 
of  rocks;  he  resolved,   therefore,  rather  to  return  to 
the  Sen  of  Ochotsk,  where  we  were  within  oiir  know- 
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ledge.  The  wind  was  now  so  stroiig  that  it  carried 
us  at  the  rate  c^eigbt  miles  an  hour,  axui  oontinued  to 
blow  with  considerable  vkdence  the  whole  lugfat.  In 
the  morning  of  die  tlurty-first,  sdler  a  very  heavy  snow 
shower,  the  thermometer  was  onljrhalfa  degree  above 
the  freezing  point ;  and  tt  was  with  no  small  astoiush- 
ment,  when  we  awoke  on  the  first  of,  jfune,  that  we 
found  the  deck  of  the  ship  covered  sc^nc  inches  deep 
with  snoH^  The  weather  cleared,  however,  in  the  day, 
and  we  steered  once  more  to  the  nortb*east,.towands  the 
Kurile  islands.  Several  whales,  some,  of  them  very 
large,  were  our  companions  all  thb  day.  . 

A  thick  fog  began  to  di^xrae  towards  noon,  when 
we  could  see  the  h^h  Peak  of  Onnekotan,  one  of  the 
ipost  northerly  of  the  Kurile  islands,  not  very  far  from 
us.  Towards  evening  the  atmosphere  ^^as  so  much 
cleared  that  we  could  discern  the  lower  parts  of  the 
shore  of  these  islands  very  plainly,  though  some  of  die 
ridges  and  peaks  of  the  mountavis  were  still  enveloped 
in  mist ;  we  could  only  occasionally  see  the  high  round 
hill,  of  which  we  had  first  caught  ^  glimpse  in  the  mom- 

With  the  assifl^nco'  of  a  fiesh  breeze,  wlucK  rose 
towards  ten  b  the  evening,  we  sailed  through  the  chan- 
nel between  Onnekotan  and  Charamukatan.  This 
channel  is  only  eight  miles  over.  Early  in  the  morning 
of  the  second  we  were  in  the  open  sea  of  Kamschatka. 
This  day  was  clear,  and  permitted  us  to  see  the  greater 
part  of  die  coast  of  Poromuschir  aqd  the  snow^dad 
mountains  with  which  the  island  abounds  r  we  were 
now  steering  directly  foi;  Kamschatka.  Op  the  follow- 
ing days  we  ran  along  the  south-eastern  coast  of  this 
peninsula,  in  wluch  we  saw  and  admired  some  very 
high  oeaks. 

On  the  fourth  we  perceived  in  the  offing  the  lofiy 
Peak  of  A  watscha.  The  neighbouring  shores  had  not 
now  the  same  pleasing  appearance  as  when  we^  arrived 
within  sight  of  them  the  year  before ;  for  the  hUls  were 
all  covered  with  snow.  On  the  following  day,  about 
five  in  the  aft$:moon,  >ve  came  to  anchor  happily  in  the 
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haitxHirtf  St  Peter  and  St  PauL  Hece  we  were  re- 
joiced  with  receiving  letters  from  our  firiends  and  rela- 
tbns>  and  news  from  Europe ;  but  pf  all  that  we  re* 
ceived,  none  was  so  important  and  so  unexpected  as 
that  Bonaparte  was  declared  Emperor  ci  France.   ' 


VOCABULARY 


OF  TBI 


LANGUAGE  OF  NUKAHIWA- 


SUBSTANTIVES. 


A  man  •  •  •  •-  Enata. 

A  vromaD  -  •  -        •  Wahine. 

A  married  mani  a  hi^sband        •        «  Medua. 

A  married  womani  a  wife       -  -  Mahui,  Wehamia. 

An  old  man        .       .        •        «       «  Kouha. 

An  old  woman        •        •        »        .  Bachuo. 

A  father  .        •        •        •        •  Motua. 

A  mother        •        •'       .        •        •  Ekuhi. 

Parents  -        •     ^  •        •        -  Teamutu. 

A  boy^  a  son        •        •  -        •  Etanuu 

A  lltde  boy       •        .       •       .       •  Etama  id. 

A  brother       -       -       •  •     »       ..  Tuuane  eteine. 

A  girly  a  daughter  -  -        -  Moi. 

A  uster        -        «        .       •       •  Toahine« 

A  handsome  girl        •        -  -  Pohota. 

A  tall  roan        •        •        -        -        •  Enata  hoa. 

A  lean  man  «  ...  Enata  mocca. 

A  fat  man  -  •  -       •  Enata  nui. 

A  ma^-eater        •        -        -        «        -  Kainata. 

The  skin        -        -        -        -        •  Kttko. 

The  head  -  -  -        -  OopochOi  obogo. 

The  forehead  •  .  •  HaL  • 

The  eyes  -  -  •        •  Matta. 

The  eyebrows        -        •        -        .  Tuke  hac. 

The  cars  -  .  ..        •  Buaiiia. 

The  chin  -  •       ^     •        •  Cohu  ai. 

The  jaw-bone  -  .        -  Coufai. 

The  mouth  -  -  -  Uenatu. 


y 
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ThelipB 

The  teeth 

The  toog^ 

The  boml 

The  hair 

The  shoulder 

The  artDi  the  faani 

The  elhow 

The  DBijcra  • 

The  finger  mdls 

The  neck 

The  breast 

The  bofiomof  a  ftmale 

The  heart 

The  back  « 

The  belly 

The  lega  • 

The  thigh  -    • 

The  knee 

The  foot 

The  heel  • 

Qlood  « 

The  kidneys 

A  leader^  or  chief 

A  friend  • 

A  friendly  man 

Astnmger 

A  thief 

A  dog 

A  cat    * 

A  hog  • 

Fishy  IB  general 

A  fish 

A  pardcular  kmd  Ki  black 

Flying  fish        • 

A  shark        •        •        « 

An  eel  • 

Oysters 

A  sort  of  crab 

Another  sort  of  crab 

A  muscle    • 

A  bird        .        -        - 

A  hen        •        -        - 

Hen's  featbera 

Alizard       -        .        - 

Flies  •        •         • 

The  bread  fruit 

The  breadfruit  tree 

Fermented  bread-fruit 

The  leaf  of  a  tree     _  » 


•  ■> 


fish 


Kinata. 

Niho. 

Echo. 

KumL 

Whu-ohd.* 

Bowhei. 

Eimsi  ehinuu 

Hima. 

Maganagainuu 

Matngu. 

Kaki-kakcihe. 

Huma-huma. 

Tehu-ehoa. 

Te-a-te. 

Matstua. 

KoopuyorEco^t 

Wuwai. 

Puwhcu 

Moe. 

T«wu-wai. 

Tuki-te-waiwai. 

Tooto. 

Comu 

A|kL 

TaL 

Enata-ihkai. 

Manehih. 

Ekamu. 

Boaka-nuohe. 

Potu. 

Buaca. 

Tana»ika. 

Ika. 

Palttta* 

Mao-otema» 

Mono; 

PnchL 

UcU. 
>  Epooto 

Pefao. 

Tu-v-ai. 

Kinanq» 

Moha. 

Teubw. 

Ekaha. 

Tika-ue. 
Mahie. 

Temu-mei. 

Maa 
Tchott. 
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Cocoa-nuts        -        - 
Bananas  '•        - 

Batatas  - 

The  sugar-cane        -       -  * 
A  sort  of  *root  (Arum  macorrhizonj 
A  flower        -  -»        .        - 

Beans        -  •  •  .' 

A  bush  •  -  - 

Grass  of  different  sorts 
Wood 

The  bark  of  a  tree 
The  sun        •  -        - 

•  The  moon        -  -        - 

The  stars        "        " .      " 
The  new  moon  fthe  'moon  that  will 
The  full  moon  (the  great  moon  J 
The  earthy  land 
An  island)  a  rock 
AhUl        - 

A  river,  a  stream  (much  vHxter) 
The  sea  -  -        -  ■ 

Fire        •        •        •       ^  • 

Water  -  -        - 

The  wind  f  •        - 

The  north  wind 
The  east  wind 
Thunder 

Lightning  -       *    - 

Rain       -  -  -  - 

Iron        -    •       - 

Dajr       -  -  - 

A  house        •        «        • 

A  boat,  a  canoe        •  .  • 

A  fishing  hook 

An  axe       •  -  • 

The  cloth  worn  round  the  waist 

Glass  beads  -  - 

A  dagger 

A  fan  -  «  » 

A  fan  with  a  carved  handle 

Flre^trms       ... 

An  ornament  of  feathers  for  the  head 

Another  woj^  of  ornament 

An  ornament  of  feathers  for  the  back 

A  flute  of  two  reeds 

A  calebash,  as  used  to  hold  water 

A  battle,  a  fight 

An  oath  -      . 

A  woman^s  waist-binder 

The  mind 


Niu-aebie«teehl 
Meiga. 
Tekonuu 
.     Teto. 

Happeh.  ^ 

Puamomoiio. 
»  Boniu. 

Teita. 

MugUjtotoeybuaga 

Wahie. 

Eipau* 
Umati. 
Mahine. 

-  -Evetu. 
comrj  Mahine  etamai. 

Mahine  nul. 

Kennua.  Whennua 

MootQi 

Pufi 

Wai-nui. 

Tai. 

Eachiy  eahi 

-  Ewai,  ewahi 
Metani. 
Tukuahu. 
Tiutiu.  • 
Hatu-piki|  hatuti 

.    Teu4-ia 

-  Eua. 
Toki 

UateU)  watea 
Ohaaiy  tehae* 
Waga. 

•  Medau. 
Toki. 
Eut^.  - 
Pipi 
Cohe 
Tahi. 

•       Tahikatu. 
Pui. 

-  Beue. 
Heigua. 

•  Hopemoa* 

•  Buchoche. 
Hue. 
Toua. 

Memu,niainat. 
Teiweu. 
-     «    Wahinehai. 
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A  spirit,  a  phaatoin 

A  necklace  of  red  beans 

A  lie  -  -  . 

A  comb  •        .   • 

A  chib,  for  fighting    .  -    .       - 

A  heavy  long  lance      *  -  • 

A  lighter  sort  of  lance         -  . 

A  straw  mat  -^    ,         - 

A  knife        «  *  «  « 

Ironnat|s 

A  priest  -  -        J       - 

Smoke  • 

An  oar        -  - 

Salt  ••  •        - 

Sand  •     '       . 

Seed         -  . 

Cord  -     '      ..     * 

Thin  pacb  ihreadt 
A  looking-glass    - 

Cloth,  made  from  the  paper-mulberry 
Stone  -      •  - 

A  sail  •  • 

A  present 
A  dram        •  . 
An  orphan  child  ' ; 
Twins  -*  -  .     - 

An  European  ship,  a  large,  canoe 
Instraments  for  cutting,  as  oyster  or 
raascle  shells. 


Tetua. 
Tbha,  tefa. 
Tichoc,  tiwawa. 
Koheu. 

-  KaaU'toa. 
Pakehu« 

-  Kebu.  • 
•      Moica. 

Koche. 
Puipui. 
Taua,  etua. 
Uwai. 

-  Ehoh. 
Tai.* 
Enutai 

-  Kakanai 

-  Vhau 

Iti  id  yhau 
Ehakatu,Uhatta 
•treo^  Kachu 
r    Ekiwa,  ki'ira 
Tea 
Taitai 
Epacho    . 
Enata  tubesda 

-  ,    Mahaka 

Tewakaniii 


•^ 


\\5z\ix 


P2lO>*or.KS. 


I 

Thou,  or  you 
He  or  she 

Ve 


Au,  or  wan 

Oi 
Qe 
Ooe 
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Black 
Red 


Kckc. 
Kna. 


YcHow^and^probablyy  also  the  root  that     ?  r 

diesyelloir  ,  5 -^^^ 

Good 

Wicked  * 

Poor,  or  apoor  creature,  or  a  wretch 
Handsome        -  *  -  • 

Dirty        -  '      -' 

^rt.^.  tall 


moa 


Met 

Whahai. 

Kikino. 

Metaki. 

Eepo. 

Qa. 
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Very  bigh,  very  .tall 

Greati  much  -         - 

Very  great,  very  much 

Great,  longgor  large 

Little 

Very  little  ... 

Light,  not  heavy       -  -  - 

To-day  -  -  - 

Testerday  -  - 

This  evening 

This  morning 

Early  morning 

Yes.  This  is  often  used  as  a  question-Is 

No  •        ,       " 

StUk  ulent 

A  pipce,  or  a  part  of  any  thing     • 
How  much 
Both  of  us,  iis  two 
Both  •  -  - 

Soon  -  -  -    ' 

Principally 
Where 

Wherefore,  why 
Come  hither  -        * 

Enough 

An  exclamation,  an  expression  of  as- 
tonishment       -        • 
Lame  -     ' 

Cold 


OanuL 

Nui.     ^   , 

Nui-nui« 

Hob. 
.      W. 

Iti-itL 

Eannu 
*    •   Kabo* 

Enenahe. 
«    Acbi-acfat. 

Oi-oi 

-  Oi-OitilLa. 
it  so?  Ah. 

-  Aoe. 
Tttitoi. 

•    Pootonoa. 
Ehia. 
TehuaL 

-  Tau. 

Eppo,  or  heppo. 

-  A-i-ki,or  e-i*ki 
Thea. 

Ehata  \jmi. 

Itamai,  bimai,  luu- 
Etoe. 

^Ehoooh. 

Cowi. 
Eanu. 
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To  bring,  bring  me 

To  bum,  to  s^t  on  fire        • 

To  fiisten,  to  tie  on        • 

Fasten  the  skull  to  the  hip 

To  eat  -  - 

Give  me  to  eat 

Is  it  so  ?  Is  it  true  ? 

To  catch,  as  in  a  snare  or  trap 

To  make  fire,  by  friction  « 

To  fight  .  . 

To  catch  with  the  hand 

To  join  noses,  the  substitute  forkissmg 

To  laugh     •       -  - 

Let  Us  see 

Let  me  alone,  said  in  anger 

To  love 

To  deposit  in  the  earthy  to  inter 


Tukukumai. 

Etuttt  teahi. 

Ahumu*     [[tehobe 

Ahumu  te  opogo 

Akai. 

Akaimai. 

Ehoi. 

Amii. 

^aka  teahi. 

Toua. 

Aheke.         {^chu. 

Ehoni^teihu,  Onai- 

Bucata,  Wbacata. 

Ai. 

Tumeaha. 

Nau. 

Etdmi. 
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To  fetch,  fetich  h  far  sne. 
Tocoagh  '    •» 

Tobehiuigiy        •  «  • 

To  scratch 
Tofly 

Letusbcfnendu 

To  be  ■fraidy  to  hitre  fear 

lamnotafnid  -    * 

FoUowme 

To  gire  '•  • 

Give  meflomethibg 

To  bear,  to  bring  forth  a  child 

Tobelame 

This  is  good. 

To  hdid  as  a  Teasel  holds  water 

To  take  hold  of  ^  < 

To  descend  a  hill  « 

To  ascend  ai  hill 

To  break ' 

To  break  kny  thing  in  pieces 

To  cut  down 

Let  us  cut  down  trees  or  make  Wood 

To  bite 

Bite  a  pice  of  s  wine*s<4esh  • 

To  cooly  to  make  m  air  with  a  fen 

Take  It  fen  to  cool  youraelf 

To  scrape  to  pieces 

Scrape  cocoa-nuts,  and  press  out  the  juice 

TosaU  . 

The  ship  has  sailed  away 

To  ahorten,  to  cut  a  piece  off 


•    - 


To  undress,  thai  is,  to  unbind  the  cloth  worn 


Attt  utio-oe» 
Eh&pu. 
Bone. 
Tube. 
EohA. 

Mitaiane-u-la^. 
Hametau  oe 
Aoe  hametau  au. 
Mamui  mai. 
Tukeihai. 
Tukemai  taitai- 
AoA  teama. 
Mohoi  cowi 
Mei  tahi  mitakt 
Koiteima* 
Akaea. 
Amai  ahekck 
Amai  ahiti. 
Wiwah. 
Wiwmh  iaoe.    * 
KotL 

Koti  te  wahie. 
Ane-nahu.      [oc* 
Ane^nahu  te  buaoa 
Tahitetukuanu. 
Ataoetahi  mai  oe 
Awau  [te  tukuanu. 
Awau  oe  teehi  ooe 
Wate  e.  [toco  chi. 
Te  waka  wate-e. 
Koko  oti  pootonoa« 


round  the  waist  • 

To  arrive  at  a  place 

shipuamred 
Answer  me 

Tobe  hot  ^ 

To  awaken 
To  cut  out 

To  hang '  ujp  against  the  w  all 
To  strike  a  Kght  - 

To  extinguish  thie  light 
To  bathe,  to  wash 
To  invoke,  the  i^>it1t  of  a  peraot^  to  which 


Ato  te  kacbu. 

Wati^ 

Tewakanuiwatata 

Apea  mai  oe. 

Ku«kai. 

U-a^. 

Ehu. 

Ahikitiuka. 

Apuhi  teama. 

Matte  teama. 

Kaukau. 


something  is  offered. 
To  make,  whkt  do  you  make 
To  makle  or  build  a  iiottse 
To  come  near 
What  is  3rour  name 
To  jmo  cloth  together,  tpsew 


Pp 


Natetu. 
Ehata  oe. 
Ehatatehae. . 
Auhahaga  pimiu. 
Oaitoiehoa,  oait4u^ 
Tuituikachu.  ^hoa 


• 


>  I 
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Take  tlds  away 
Take  this,  accept  thie 
Open  the  cocoa«4iift 
Pack  off)  get^ou  gooe 
To  pack  up 

To  clean,  to  make  white 
To  call 
Call  the  man 

To  amell  sweet,  as  a  flower 
To  say 
1  tell  you 
I  say 

Tdi  ne  the  name  of  the  country 
Bring  me  saqd 
To  be  pfegoaot 
To  strike  -  ' 

To  sleep 
Sleep  with  me 
T08Dore  ^  - 

To  cut  -  - 

Toory  out 
To  sweat 
To  swim 
It  girea  me  pab 
To  sitt  ait  down 
.  To  see        •  -        ^ 

Let  us  see  •^  -  . 

To  sing 

Sing  something 

To  sing  as  the  priests  over  the  deid 
To  sprmg,  to  leiap 
Todio 
To  steal 

DoD*t  make  a  noise 
To  stink 
To  tattoo 
To  dance 
Todrink 

To  be  dry,  free  Irom  moisture 
The  earth  is  dry 
To  be  married 
What  would  you  hare 
^o  groWfto  thrire 
Towash 
To  weep 

To  hurt,  to  give  pain 
Togoaway 

To  draw,  to  drag  away    . 
I  will 
t  will  not 


Mawe: 

Ai  ia.         , 

WaU  teehi. 

Ataoe. 
.    Appk. 

Ttwaihe. 

Apewaa. 

Apewau-t*ettatt. 
- '  «Kekau. 

Peau. 

Peilumiloe    ' 

Eata  oe.  ^nnah  ab. 
-    Ahaki  mail  oete  ban 


jsenutai* 

Etubutama« 

-  Pehi-pehi. 
Emoe, 
Emoe  taua* 

-  Matekauhiemoe. 
Kokoti. 
Wewan. 
Tochu^u. 
Ekau. 
Hemimai. 
Kobo  oe. 

-  Tiocbe: 
Tiocbe  ai-ai. 
Caba. 

-  Cabamaitiej 
Ewanahmu 
Hobu. 
Mate-matte. 

•  Makamu. 

Mai  nia  te  buaina. 

Tucbia. 

Pipikatu. 

-  Ehaka,  wehaka. 
Ainu,  einu. 
WaiweL 
HennuahWaiwci. 

•  Noho  tewahanm. 
Ehata  oe. 
Uatubtt. 
Ookau. 

.    Uw,!,. 

Hemimai. 
Tahatachoe. 
Hakawe,wahie, 
.    Nut 
Kbe  nui. 
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IviU  drink 

To  irilL  to  be  willifig 

To  bo  wounded 


Einu  nui. 

Teaki. 

Bohobc. 


tfUM£BALS. 


One 
Two 

Three 

Four 

Rre    -       > 

Six 

Seven 

Eight' 

Nine    : 

Ten 

Twenty 

Thirty 

Forty         •  •" 

Kfty 

Ahundred 
TwtthnndrU 
ThreeJniD^ed 
Atlioiisand 


«, 


M 


Bohua, 
Sotou. 
»oha»  bofa. 


*  %)hofio. 

^  Bofiddo,  fiddu; 

Bowahu. 

Bohiwa. 
.    Boofan*  ong6fuIu. 

Itna-fttlu. 

Tolu.opffofnhu  * 

F^oogonila;     »  -. 

•  HJms  ongefi^lu. 
Tjphati. 
Qatehau. 

,'  Tpu^hau.  "' 
,.  A-fei*. 
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INTRODUCTION 


TO  paat  second. 


SOON  after  bur  arrival  in  the  Harbour  ofSt  Peter 
asd  St,  Pauly  a  considerable  chai^  took  pteee  in  our 
future  plana.  The  embassy  to  Japan  havmg  fulfilled  * 
its  namoRf  the  Chambarkun,  Von  Besanoff,  proposed 
going*  unmediatdj  over  land  10  St,  Peters^ur^  that 
he  nuglt  give  a&  aooouitf  <tf  it  in  person  fo  His  Majes* 
ty  dK  £aM>erw  ^  but  some  letters  which  he  recdved  at 
Kamschatka  delermined  him  to  abandon  this  resc^tiont 
said  to  visit  die  AteutiM  Islands,  and  the  north-west 
coast  of  Aaaerioai  particulariiy  the  most  distant  potoes* 
sions  of  the  Rusidana  in  Aesepam,  as  plenipibteniSary 
of  the  Russio-Ameriean  Tra&i|;  Company.  Coun* 
aelkf  Von  Toasp,  one  of  the  cavaliers  or  the  embassy, 
itas  GOliaeqiaently  di^iatched  as  a  courier  f  o  St.  Peters- 
burghi  to  cany  the  report  of  the  proceedinga. 

Ab  socm  as  the  ambassador  and  Ins  trmn  were  put  on 
shore^  Captaim  Krusenstem  applied  himself  without  de*' 
lay  to  clearing  the  ship  of  all  superfluous  objects,  some 
ot  the  piikieipsdi  of  which  were  the  presents  intended  for 
the  Emperor  of  Japan,  that  he  might  proceed  with-the 
vessd  lightened  as  much  as  possible  in  ihe  enterprise  4ie 
liad been oblig^lo  abandon  on  the  twenty- sixth  of  May; 
lumely,  the  examination  of  the  northern  coast.of  Tsch- 
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oka  as  &r  as  the  mcmdi  oFthe  Amur.  He  dien  pro- 
posed returning  once  more  to  Kamschatka  to  prepare 
for  the  farther  objects  of  his  voyage,  and  take  in  a  stock 
of  provisions  that  would  hist  to  Canton. 

Captain  Von  Foedoroff,  and  Lieutenant  Kosdideff, 
with  uie  guard  of  honour,  remained  at  Ktunschatka, 
where  they  resumed  their  former  ^tuations.  Mqor 
Friderici,  who  took  a  greater  interest  in  detaining  a 
more  accurate  knowled|;e  of  these  remote  provinces, 
tihan  in  ascertaining  with  precision  the  geograpmcal  situt 
ation  of  the  nortl^m  coast  of  Tschoka,  resolved  to  ac- 
company Lieutenant  Koschdeff,  the  brother  of  tbt 
commandant,  to  Nischiiei  Kamschatka,  that  he  might 
during  the  absence  of  the  ship  make  himsdf  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  this  remaikaUe  peninsula ;  after  which, 
he  purposed  returning  to  Europe  with  Captain  Knisen- 
stem* 

The  Ex-ambassador  Von  Resandff,  not  judging  it 
expedient  to  wander  among  Ae  rugged,  uncultivated, 
and  inhospitable  north-west  coasts  of  America,  without 
the  attendance  of  a  physician,  made  very  advantageous 
proposals  to  me  to  accompany  him.  It  remained  there- 
fore for  me  to*  choose  between  following  our  anuable 
chief,  Captain  Kruseiislem,  in  hb  examination  of  Tsch- 
oka,  his  voj^age  to  Canton,  and  return  to  Europe  by  sea, 
or  visiting  the  more  distaht  Russian  possesions,  and 
then  returning  by  land  to  the  Russian,  capital,  over  the 
north-east  parts  of  Asia,  and  through  Stboria*  My 
dunce,  determined  in  many  respects  by  secondary  con- 
siderations, was  made  for  accepting  me  ambassador's 
proposals ;  it  seemed  so  much  a  debt  due  to  seienee  to 
undertsdEC  a  jourtiey  to  peats  so  Utde  known,  and  which 
had  received  so  litde  scientific  exammation,  under  aus- 
pices to  all  appearance  particularly  favourabfey  that  I 
eould  scarcely  consider  myself  as  justiSed  ki  declin- 
ing it 

The  friendshin*and  harmony  which  had  rrigned  be^ 
tween  Captain  Krusenstem  and  all  who  were  unddr  his 
orders  on  board  the  Nadeschda  was  such  as  is  scarcely 
to  be  paralleled  in  any  expedition  of  the  kind.  Oursepa> 
ration  could  not  therefore  but  be  the  subject  of  much  re 
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gret  to  me,  nor  can- 1  tadce  have  of  my  former  companions 
without  making  my  public  acknowledgments  to  them 
ki  this  place  for  the  frjencfehip  uniformly  shewn  me  by 
thenu  My  fateful  thaiAs  are  more  particularly  due  to 
the  captain  himself,  to  Doctors  Horner,  Tilesius,  ai^ 
Espenberg;  and  to  Major  Friderici,  for  the  many  proofs 
of  confidence  shewn  me  by  them,  and  for  the  kind 
sumiort  I  received  firom  them  on  a  variety  of  occasions. 

Before  I  enter  upon  my  new  excurst(Mi,it  appears 
necessary  to  offer  some  preliminary  observations,  that  my 
readers  may  be  better  acquainted  with  the  point  of  view 
under  wluch  my  future  remarks  and  descnptions  are  to 
beregarded. 

It  &s  been  already  noticad  in  the  first  part  bf  my  work 
that  I  had  hitherto  occupied  myself  very  little  with  ac« 
quiring  the  Russan  lai^age,  that  I  had  indeed  had 
littte 6pp(nrtunity  of  doingso.  As  I  stated  in  die  pre- 
face,  I  had  nevtf  been  in  Russia  previous  tothis  expe« 
dttion,  and  during  its  progress,  aU  those  with  whom  I 
-was  in  the  habits  of  constant  intercourse  could  speak 
diber  the  German,  French,  or  English  languf^;es,  so 
^t  I  had  really  no  occasion  for  it.  I  was  besides  so 
much  occupied  with  a  variety  of  other  objects  that  I 
scarcely  diought  oi  tonung  my  attention  towards  the 
study  of  a  ki^age  which  could  not,  ^t  that  moment  at 
least,  be  of  any  particular  use  to  nie«     . 

The  ease  was  very  different  in  Ite  new  undertaking 
upon  whkHi  I  was  entering*  In  Xamschatka,  as  well 
as  in  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  on  the  north- west  coast 
of  America)  not  only  are  Russians  to  be  met  with  every 
where,  but  even  tlie  greater  part  of  the  natives  i^peak  thie 
Russian  bnguage  pure  and  unmixed,  some  native 
pfovinci^sms  alone  excepted.  The  want  of  a  know- 
ledge of  thb  language  has  therefore  occasioned  many 
d^ciencies  whioi  will  perhaps  be  observable  iathe 
fdlowing  sheets. 

At  our  arrival  in  the  Harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St 
Paul  we  found  the  Russio^ America  Company's  brig 
Maria  readv  to  sail  for  Kocliak.  Lieutenants  Von 
Schwostoff*  and  Voa  DuvidofT,  two  well-informed  naval 


310  INTRODVCTZOK. 

officers,  who  had  associated  tfaemsdyes  together  far  the 
purpose  of  making  voyages  to  America,  in  older  to  place 
the  Marine  of  t|ie  Russio- American  Company  npon  a 
better  footing,  to  build  ships,  to  train  up  sudors,  &c. 
&c.  bad  come  with  their  vessel  from  Oobotak  Ae  pre« 
oeding  autumn*    They  M^ete  now  going  for  the  second 
timefroa  St.  Fbtersburgh  to  ICodiak,  «id  the  frvourable 
report  they  made  of  tfa^  estebliahRient  on  A^  island 
contributed,  greatly  to  decide  our  chief  to  direct  his 
course  thither^    To  these  excedDeiit  men  I  on  undtr 
very  important  obligations^  particttbffly,  to  Limitebant 
Davidofi^  who  frtxiuendy,  with  the  gieatest  iodblgence 
and  kindness  of  heart,  satbfied  my  curiosity,  imdalak- 
ing  through  the  medium  of  the-  French  language  to 
serve  as  interpreter  to  me*  ,  After  having  twice  tnlvdkd 
together  from  St.  Petersburgh  to  America,  these  gend«« 
men  returned  from  then*  last  excursion  inUieyear  1808. 
In  1809  they  served  in  the  war  BpSMk  Sivedeit,  and 
distkiffuished  themselves  exceedingly.    In  the  kitter 
end  of  the  same  year  the  world  was-  too  Mon  deprived 
of  their  services.    Attempting  to  cross  %ht  draW^brid^ 
^  over  the  Neva  id  a  veiy  dark  night,  takiog  a  iibe  step, 
tisy  fell  into  the  water,  and  w^e  immedBatdy  catried 
aivay  by  the  rapidity  of  the  stream.    More  ^urticttlars 
with  respect  to  this  unfortunate  event  wiU  be  fsMind  in 
a  future  chapter.    lieutenant  Davidoff's  account  of 
his  travels  is  already  in  the  press^  and  wiU  probably  con* 
taia  a  great  many  vei^  interestii^  observationa. 

lathis  second  part  of  my  travds  I  have  thooght  il  ex« 
pedient  to  intersperse  moie  nautical  and  gee^pnphical 
observations,  as  ^vdl  as  to  be  more  diffuse  on  subjMts 
of  nalnral  histoj^y,  than  in  dte  fitst;  The  ompk  dr« 
scription  of  waste  and  bairen  eountries  woidd  of  kadf 
not  have  afinded  suiScient  interest  to  make  nay  work 
pahtable  to  the  reader,  and  I  besides  considered  k  as  a 
duty  to  iix  my  attention  on  every  object  that  caMne  in 
my,  wa3r  either  by  land  or  by  \Vatar.  1  shall  also  here 
follow,  mthout  anv  exception,  tlie  universally  received 
mode  among  the  Russians,  of  reckoning  according  to 
the  Julian  computation  of  time,  by  which  1  hope  th'* 
Ntter  toiivnid  errors. 


I 
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Mai^  valuable  observations  with  rcspeot  to  the  A^ 
Icutian  Idbmds,  as  to  die  eaiiy  part  of  tiieir  lustorv^  the 
nature  of  the  soil,  the  situation  of  the  inhabitants^  and 
the  time  y^hen  ibej  were  probably  first  peopled,  which 
1  have  thcta^t  unqeoessary  to  repeat  in  this  pface,  may 
be  found  priqcipaUy  in  t;he  foUoviog  \itorkSr  MiiUer's 
CciUeG&on  of  Russian  History,  vol.  3»-^Fisdher's  Hi»- 
terjr'of  the  Conquest  erf  Siberia.~PaUaa's  Northern 
£a8aya«*r-*<BiU]ng's  Travels  to  the  Northern  parts  of 
iliii^n  Asia  and  America,  from  the  Year  1785io  1 794. 
— GavrihSarytscheff^s  eight  Years  Travels  in  the 
north-eastern  parts,  of  Siberia,  to  the  Icy  Sea,  and  the 
Northern  Ocean. — A  Russian  Journal,  published  by  J. 
H.  Busse  at  St,  Petersburgh,  between  1794  and  1798. 

The  account  of  the  establishment  of  the  Russio^A- 
merican  Company,  whose  possessions  I  was  now  about 
to  explore,  with  a  sketch  of  their  laws  and  statues,  are 
so  well  known  to  the  vforld  through  the  journal  of  the 
Counsellor  of  State,  Von  Storch,  and  the  Introduction 
to  Captain  Krusenstem's  voyage,  that  it  seems  alto- 
gether superfluous  here  to  repeat  the  details*  I  only 
mention  to  the  reader  where  information  concerning 
them  is  to  be  found,  that  he  may  know,  if  he  dciiire  it, 
what  this  company  might  be,  and  ought  to  be.  What 
vit  really  is,  a  sense  of  propriety  does  not  permit  one  al- 
ways to  say  in  direct  terms. 

I  hold  it  however  a  duty,  living  as  I  do  under  the 
wise  and  upright  government  of  a  monarch  who  seises 
every  opportunity  of  promoting  in  all  possible  ways  the 
prosper!^  of  his  subjects,  to  point  out  some  abuses  but 
little  known;  the  rather  as  it  is  impossible  for  him,  as 
well  as  for  every  other  ruler,  to  promote  as  he  >vishes 
the  improvement  of  the  whofe,  if  individual  wants  be 
not  made  known  to  lum  ;  and  I  should  take  upon  my- 
self a  double  responsibility  if  I  were  to  remain  wholly 
silent  upon  the  situation  of  t^e  Russio- American  Com- 
pany. 

Sauer  has  already  in  many  places  in  his  travels^  de* 

•  Sec  Travels  in  the  Northern  parts  of  Rusvan  Asia  anrl  ^  - 
merica  between  the  years  1785  and  179  4,  by  Martin  Sawer,  puL- 
Ilshed  at  Weimar  in  U03. 
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,£cribed|  though  in  but  feint  coloure^  scenes,  which  pro- 
bably  will  be  found  represented  more,  forcibly  in  die 
travds  of  Laeut  Davidoff,  and  which  I  cannol  posnUy 
pass  ovQT  wholly  in  silence.  It  is  true^  thai  the  direo 
tion  of  tfte  Rassio- American  Company  at  St.  Feters- 
burgliydirottghthe  care  and  support  of  me  (lommerdd 
Counselor  Benedict  Cramer/ htas  in  these  latter  ycaca 
undergone  several  chaqges  veiy  mucb  to  its  advantage. 
The  most  upright  man  however  tannot^  with  tbe^  very 
best  intentions^  nnd  the  utmost  exertions^  swim  against 
tlie  stream. 


•  •  •  « 
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PART  11. 


VOYAGE  TO  THE  ALEUTIAN 

ISLANDS, 

AN0   TBE 

NORTH-WEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA, 

AMD   KBTOBW   IT  LAHO   OVKR   THK 

)90RTH.£AST  PARTS  OF  ASIA  THROUGH  SIBERIA, 

TO 

PETERSBURGH. 
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TOVAGES  AND  TRAVELS. 


xsseJssaBtedete 


CHAPtfiH  L 


giaih,  AlMb.-^TM&  Islands  of  ^.  Pad  and  St, 
Ch&i^.~-*Dtstr^ifSmi>fSf.  F(dA-^Foifage  toOma- 


stafe;  vSI<k^  gOd&  ahd'  diattds  Mtre  dotted  bfr  fak)atd! 
tbe^^hHidf  MaHa;  ahii'eai^  <Mi  tB«' fSIoWiHg' ntia^it^ 
we'  saSeO*  dot  oP  Avi^t^etni  b^i  The  Maria  Mfatt  tt 
h^y^j^tOiiAg  tM)  tti'2At6tF v«ssd^^  of  alittttftedMd  GR;^ 
tdris;  bidrat  OdibttM',  arid  «^  uiid^thb  eontttiarfdof 
a  Iktatedsditof  the'naTy,  bf  tasat'  Atofficw  ^V%i^MitscIi" 
Masdttta :  \fiAi  timiyretit  a!)- paaseiigt^  tbef  CBarrib)^- 
ia&  Von  Resahofl^-  and'faSs  valct«de  dumbtc,  tKe  t#d 
olK:e)«  abdtd^menbohed,  LietkM^^t^  VRdioM  Afexi 
ander  Scbwostoff,  and  Lieutenant  Gavril  IvanoTitisdf 
Daviddff,'  a  huiitMian  "wHo  ft^  to  sehr^a^  c^teto-;  nHd 
iiiysd£ 

THe  big^  ifilli^atid<cfat^'<^  fiiThsdiadet^iVtfe'  at  otit 
depttftuitfvdff  odveicd*  widi  sno«r.  For  seteral-^y^ 
we  had  altentetdy  a  ligKt'bKie««e,  at  atl  etifatk <^M,  ztO. 
were' cotRpktiljT  enveloped  irt  fog.  On  tbetwentyi> 
fourdK^Jiine  we  were,  for  the  first  time,  able  to  make 
an  observadon  by  the  sun. 

Instead  of  sailors,  we  had  on  board  about  sixty  per- 
sons who  were  in  the  service  of  die  Russio- American 
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Companyt  as  hunier»  of  game,  or  collectors  of  fbrs* 
Our  crew  was  composed  of  adventurers,  drunkards, 
bankrupt  traders,  and  mecKanios,  or  branded  criminals 
in  sear^  of  fortune*  Mqst of  them,  thcva^itef  had 
made  the  voyage  from  Ochotsk  to  KamschatKa  the 
preceding  year,  had^  notni'ithstanding^  to  learn  anew 
e\  en  the  names  of  the  saUs  and  ropes :  th^  were  al- 
ways standing  in  ea«}h  odier^  way,  and  in  case  of  a 
change  of  wind,  fifteen  men  could  scarcely  peiform  the 
service  which  would  have  been  amply  performed '  by 
ten  ordinary  sailors.  The  siiip  was  besides,  so  filled 
with  goods  and  stores  of  different  ki^db,  that  the  greater 
part  d[  the  crew  were  obliged  by  turns  to  remain  upon 
deck.  Wlien  we  reflect,  moreover,  that  for  a  consider- 
able ^rt  of  the  winter  ^lese  people  are  fed  very  aparis^- . 
ly  at  Kamschatk^ji,  by  the  Russio- American  Copipany, 
and  that  bread,  with  dry  and  frozen  i^sli,  ^or  the  bt  of 
whales  and  sea-do^  form  their,  pripqipal  nutriment,  it 
will  easily  be  imagined  that  they  must  be  pietQr  gene* 
rally  infected  wim  the  scurvy :  even  by  the  use  of 
XLamachadale  garlick,  and  some  fipesb  fis^  aa  thespring 
advanced,  they  were  still  by  no  nieans  recovered  irom  it 
This  circumstance  required  so  much  the  more  atten- 
tion, uiasmud)  as  the  navigation  cif  a  slup  in  these  cli- 
^mates  is  attended  widi  peculiar  difficulty*  The  sun  b 
80  perpetually  obscured  by  the  moist  fqgs,  even  the 
whole  sumcner  through,  tlm  there  are  but  few  days  when 
it  disperses  them  entirely,  and  the  air  becomes  perfectly 
clear.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  number  of  oufidiseased 
did  not  encreaae  sc^  much  as  I  had  at  first  bem  kd  to 
expect. 

Nor  were  the  crew  less  poorly  dodied  jfchan  fed. 
From  their  great  want  of  linen  in  particular,  it  was  al- 
most impossible  that  they  should  not  be  oventin  with 
vermin.  We  could  scarcely,  therefixe,  virit  the  only 
place  where  fresh  air  was  to  be  inhaled.  The  deck  was 
crouded  by  disgusting  men,  sitting  in  every  place,  dis- 
encumbering themselves  of  their  troublesome  guests. 
Nov^  here,  either  by  day  or  night,  could  one  turn  with- 
out receiving  proofs  of  the  diligence  and  activity  of 
tliese  lovers  of  the  chase  in  the  pursuit  of  their  game. 


Tbe  uhncat  prebauticm  and  attentiofi  to  cteanliness,  in  ^ 
cSDOstant  change  of  oor  linen,  could  scarcely  secure  us/ 
cmfiDed  as  we  were  ki  a  very  small  cabin,  from  being 
mofestedby  the  noxious  vermin :  indeed,  from  the  first 
of  my  bdng  aware  of  the  grievance,  I  was  kept  in  a  con- 
stant :Sort  of  finrerc^di^fust  and  horror  at  the  idea  of 
tbetti. 

Scarody  had  a  day  passed  since  our  departure  from 
Kamachatkai  that  we  were  not  surrounded  by  a  vast 
nuthher  of  seafowl,  among  which  I  particularly  remark* 
ed  die  (Smnedea  exulansy  or  albatrpss,  the  aka  chrhata^ 
or  tufted  atik,  several  species  of  pelicans,  and  of  farus^ 
or  guUs.  On  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  the  first  clear 
da/i  towards  evening,  we  saw  in  the  south- sou tii- west 
the  north-eastern  side  of  the  island  of  Attn,  the  most 
westerly  of  the  Aleutian  islands.  The  Russians  call 
(his,  with  the  islands  of  Semitsch  arid  Agattu,  the  near* 
est  islands,  PHshme  Ostrowa^  because  they  lie  tl>e  near- 
est 10  the  ooast  of  Kamschatka.  Attu  is  distinguished 
by  two  harbours,  onie  of  which  is  on  the  southern  coast, 
infafitude  53^  $&  north. 

T%e  following  day  was  again  cloudy  and  rainy,  so 
that  we  could  not  see  any  tiling  of  the  island  of  An* 
dreaao(^  the  nfxt  in  continuing  in  an  easterly  direction. 
Oa  tiietwenQr-ninth  the  horizon  was  again  somewliat 
clearer,  and  we  saw  indistinctly  throuj^  the  fog  the 
T$cheHri  Soposcknaia  Ostftmn^  or  four  hills  which  be- 
long to  the  Fox  Islands.    A  fi^sh  north  wind  carried 
us  iarther  to  the  east,  and  next  morning  we  again  saw 
land,  which  on  a  more  accurate  eicamination  we  distin* 
gai^ied  to  be  the  first  place  wh^ie  we  were  destined  to 
goon  shore,  the  island  of  Oonalashka.    Th^  wind  had 
soak  almost  entirely,  and  at  noon  we  found  ourselves 
befaretfae harbour,  without  being  able  to mn  into  it. 
We  made  use  of  the  calm,  however,  to  hoist  out  a  boat, 
and  with  our  guns  killed  some  peterels  pfocethria  nr* 
grOf  which  were  swimmtngin  abundance  upon  the  wa- 
ter, and  so  tame  i!iJ^t  they  came  almost  within  an  oar's 
length  of  us.     Tlu  sehircls  afibidcd  us  an  excellent  re- 
past, thougli  they  )vav(  a  very  (ii^hy  or  oily  tnste. 
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•  Toward^ev«iingabrisksMih«eastwmd  aimmgim^ 
which  prevented  our  getting  nearer  to  tlie  iannd^  2tai 
as  k  contiatted  on  the  ftdtomrtng  tnoming^  out  diief^ 
Von  Biesanoff),determiBedtosauawagr  lEbr  St.  Pbul  and 
St  George,  two  Hdands  at  ttte  dittaoco*  q£  a  hundred 
azid  ninety,  sea  iniIesfiX)mOQmda8kka;  As  thcjr  have 
been  but  little  visited,  they  are  consequently  liak 
known ;  and:  be  wished  to  iti^^eot  tbto  estafalishmttit  of 
the  Russio* Antericas  Company  there;  Accoiadiagijr^ 
about  nine  o^cIock  thd  direction  of:  the*  ship  was  eh^* 
ed,  and  thebitberto  contrary  windr  Amdelsd^  fev^^gsabk 
to  us^:  we  'Steered,  towards  St.  Georgo;  numiB^at  the 
rate  of  si^  knots  anda^  half  in  the  bwr.  Av  Doom  we 
remarked  a  great  number  of.poipoisest  about;  the  ship^ 
the  bellies  of  which,  down  to  the  tail;,  with  the  taiUtseir> 
were  as  white  as  snow. 

On  tlie  sec(»)d'oF  Julyi,  in  the -mbming,.  we.  saw  a^rast 
number  of  searbirds  about  the-.stufrj  moss  of  vMch  be* 
longed  to  ^icob/nAusy  laruSi,.wApalictm:9;pcaiC8L  To* 
wmxknoon  we:  t)ad  reached^,  aceorditigitoj  ote  iieoiDoni> 
ing,  the  place  in  which  the  island!  of  St.  Gettfgo;  is  hdd 
dawn  in  the  maps:;:  that  ia,  latilude  50^  X'  north,.  lon- 
gitude 169^  west.^  The  nundaeriessf  flidMs*o£  se» 
birds,  the  shoals  oF  seals  and  sea« bears; /lAtfca  arvia; 
and :the: lead,  which  gaveustthirty*fii^e.  £ithom  of  wa^ 
ter^  all  indik:atedr  the-  neighbouriioodr  cf.  land;  The 
wind  hadincreasedso  mucd^v ^^  ^^^^'  fog'  and'fabiK 
vy  raiu,  that. we  wereobligi^to  uaevthentmo^tdrooin- 
spectioQ  ia  order  to  keep  at  a*  pvopet  distance  from:  the 
suppossdL  land^  Wo  could,  scarcely^  see  a  sdn  mile 
rouiid  us,  aiid  night  closed  in  without  our*  having  dts^ 
ccmed  the  island. 

Oh  tfae.tb&rd^  in  the  morfling,  we  foundourscMcs  in 
between  forty  and',  forty.five  fathom  wale^:  £ratn*rtlir 
frequent  tacking  oF'the  sMp,  the.  briri^'  wind^  andab^ 
strong  currentp^we  could  not  keep  in  a  proper-  easterly 
direction.  The  number  of  birds < had ;decreased  verj' 
much,  but  the  fog,  tlie  rain,  and  cold  weather,  continu- 

'  •  The  calculations  of  the  longitude  arc  very  rarely  wholly 
correct,  as  tb<  y  nrt- Anmmni^ly  foiiyJed-onlf  on  the  chip's  rr»» 
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ed^  so  AtfL  me  <xwld  estertaki  little  hope,  without  the 
opportiu^  of  making  an  observadcm  by  the  sud,  o£ 
finding  a  small  island. 

The  ftaoDf  soiilli-;ive$t  wind  comimHBg,  we  were 
driven  wmetunes  lo  the  north-west,  sometitnes  to  the 
east^and  towards  noon  op  the  fourth,  were  again  in  be- 
twaen  thirty  and  thirty-five  fathom  water,  so  that  we 
presumed  ourselves  to  be  near  the  isbnd  of  $t.  Paul. 
Thidi  log,  rain,  and  wind,  with  the  continued  fi'uttless 
hf^  tint  we  most  be  near  Irad,  rendered  tiiis  day  the 
most  diMOTeeahie  that  we  had  passed  sinpe  oinr  depar- 
ime  from  Jlmischatka.  We  could  see  but  a  very  lit* 
tie  wavtoupd  us,  and  intiiat  space  could  nowtiete  dis* 
ecm^  land.  In  the  afternoon  we  observed  a  dead  sea- 
OOW)  trickecks  rosmanm^  near  our  vessd. 

Towards  evening,  on  the  fifth,  the  wind  at  length 
abated,  aadas  the  horizon  waa  on  the  following  mom- 
mg  somen^  deawr,  we  saw,  to  our  very  great  satis- 
faction,  tfae  island  of  St.  Paul  at  no  great  dcrtance  from 
us.  We  staered  towards  the  noc^-east  point,  and 
dropped  our  anchor  at  l»gth  in  fifteen  fitthoni  water, 
between  two^  and  three  versts  from  the  shore.  The 
boat  ms  immediately  hoisted  out,  wA  led  on  by  eager 
curioait7y,aadtbonovel^  of  the  objects,  we  made  our 
way  eagerly  to  die  shove,  over  a  dear  and  calm  sea. 

A  la^e  bssf  is  formed  1^  the  north-eastern  point  of 
tlus  iaiaiid,  but  on  account  of  the  shiAowness  of  the 
water,  none  but  small  ships  can  find  shelter  in  k*  The 
diofe  here  is  flat,  and  only  varied  by  low  hills ;  onsome 
of  tibem  aselo  be  seen  crosses,  such  as  the  Ruaaans 
QOMmonly  erect  when  Aqr  take  possession  of  a  new 
country. 

Along  the  flat  coast  is  a  black,  sliining,  herd  sand, 
my  probaUy  an  iron  or  Titanian  sand^  u4iich  appears  to 
me  to-be  in  truth  a*  sort  of  powdered  hv^  Hbre  and 
theve  were  heaps  of  sea-weed,  among  which  the  fucus- 
laeemtM  seemed  particularly  to  around.  Where  the 
share  becomes  somewhat  higher,  the  cliffs  are  compos* 
ed  of  horizootal  strata  (tf  lava.  ThehiUs  and  moun- 
tains were  covered  with  a  charming  carpet  of  grass,  the 
sig^  of  winch  rqcMced  «ta  so  much  me  moir,  asthe 
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^  $uow-clad  summics  of  the  mouotaiDS  io  Kamschatka 
aod  the  Aleutian  islands  were  still  hovering  before  our 
eyes. 

We  had  proceeded  but  a  very  little  way  from  the 
^ore,  when  we  canie  to  some  earth  huts,  the  principal 
supports  of  which,  instead  of  timbers^  were  the  nb* 
bones  of  whales.  Here  and  there  lay  some  household 
utaisilS)  casks,  ^ins  that  were  spoiled,  hides  of  seals, 
wood,  and  other  things,  which  seemed  to  indicate  the 
resort  of  man;  but  not  any  traces  of  an  inhabitant  were 
to  be  discovered.  We  presumed,  therefore,  that  this 
island  had  been  formerly  visited  by  the  iobabitants  of  St 
Geoige,  but  that  at  present  it  was  entirely  deserted. 
We  soon  quitted  these  forsaken  habitations,  and  visited 
the  north-eastern  point  of  land,  to  obsove  more  nearly 
a  large  collection  of  the  sprt  of  seal  known  by  the  name 
of  sea-bears,  phoca  urma^  the  noise  and  bellowibg  of 
which  we  could  hear  at  a  considerable  distance.  Wc 
^med  ourselves,  every  one  with  a  large  stick  or  cudgel^ 
of  which  we  found  plenty  lying  about  the  huts,  and  re*  ^ 
paired  to  the  combat. 

This  sight,  wholly  new  to  me,  is  scarcely  to  be  des- 
cribed.  These  animals  lay  about  in  di£Eerent  heaps,  old 
and  young  together,  to  the  amount  of  several  dioasands. 
They  di(l  not  betray  any  particular  ^igna  of  fear  as  we 
approached  A  great  number  of  them  leaped  over  the 
rugged  stones  into  the  sea,  but  a  still  greater  number, 
of  the  old  ones  as  it  appeared,  remained  on  dxxe,  as  if 
to  guard  the  young  ones  entrusted  to  their  care.  The 
lar^t  and  oldest  of  these  defenceless  creatures  opened 
their  mouths*  and  hissed  at  us  aa  we  fell  upon  mem ; 
others  endeavoured,  by  biting,  to  defend  themsdivesy 
and  drive  away  the  invaders. 

The  young  ones,  who  were  still  sucking,  bleated 
like  sheep ;  the  larger  ones  made  a  noise  li&  calves. 
From  many  came  a  tone  not  unlike  Uiat  of  a  person  vo- 
miting,  others  cried  like  litde  chifalren ;  and  aldiough 
they  endeavoured  to  defend  thetnsdves  widi  open 
mouths,  it  required  no  great  dexterity  to  seise  them  by 
the  tail,  and  drag  them  away.  Some  of  them  were  im- 
mediately  sacrificed,  and  b^og  i^poked,  were  served  up 
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as  an  oflbrkig  to  appease  dor  excessitre  hunger^  In  lesi 
than  half  an  hour  we  had  slaughtered  between  forty  and 
fifty  large  ones  to  carry  as  a  supply  to  our  ship^s  cfcw. 
The  sauocs  would  have  kflled  them  by  hundreds,  if 
they  had  QOt  been  restrained  by  our  positive  com* 
mands. 

These  animals  liv6  in  polygamy.  The  males  some* 
times  contend  with  each  otlier  strenuously  for  posses* 
^on  of  the  females.  The  strongest  among  the  males 
watch  carefully  over  the  females  and  the  young*  When 
any  danger  menaces,  they  seem,  to  give,  as  it  were,  the 
wGfd  of  command  to  the  flock  under  their  care  to  se» 
cure  themselves,  and  remain  as  faithful  guardians  to 
meet  and  defy  the  enemy. '  If  the  males  sometimes  ap* 
pear-enraged,  the  females  seem  to  endeavotu*  to  sooth 
and  soften  them,  and  if  the  females  neglect  or  disobey 
the  commands  of  their  lords,  the  latter  punish  their  disi* 
Dbedience  by  biting  them.  But  since  it  is  no  part  of 
Toy  i^lan  U>  enter  minutely  into  the  natural  history  of 
these  curious  animals,  I  recommend  the  reader  for  far^ 
ther  infi)rmation  concerning  them  to  G.  M.  Steller^s 
deacrmti^m  of  remaricable  sea-animals,  published  at  Hal* 
la  in  the  year  1753* 

After  amusing  ourselves  some  hours  with  a  scene  so 
entirely  new^  and  exploring  the  neighbouring  country, 
we  returned  back  to  the  huts,  where  we  found  a  young 
sea-bear  prepaied  and  cooked  for  our  dinner,  thefla-^ 
vour  of  which  we  thought  excellent,  and  on  which  we 
made  an  ample  repast.  The  flesh  of  these  animals  is 
extremely  good  as  long  as  they  live  only  upon  the  mo* 
therms  milk :  the  flavour  is  very  much  like  that  of  veal^ 
but  the  dark  hue  of  it  b  not  inviting ;  the  Webbed  feet 
are  particularly  good. 

Our  hiuiger  being  better  appeased  than  it  had  been 
fiar  some  time,  in  the  afternoon  we  returned  to  tfie  ship^ 
caitying  with  ds  a  rich  booty  of  fresh  provisions  for 
ouriU-fed  crew,  fiere  we  found  very  unexpectedly  a 
large  leather  canoe,  or  baidar,  with  several  Russian  fur* 
hunters,  who  had  observed  our  ship  .from  their  habita- 
ticms  at  the  south* western  point  of  die  island.  As  the 
was  cabn,  and  the  weather  tolerably  good,  it  was 
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^agreed  not  to  remam  at  andior  any  knlger  xvfcerc^'c 
^then  M'ere,  but  on  the  morrow  to  vbit  the  estabfidiimefit 
itself.  * 

On  the  seventh,  at  daybreak,  we  agafai  went  on 
shore,  and  found  on  the  southwestern  side  9  ^cious 
bay,  with  several  welUconstructed  earth  huts  about  a 
verst  from  the  shore*  They  were  the  habitations  of  iif- 
teen  Russians,  and  several  Aleutians.  Some  of  ^Siese 
people  had  lived  here  several  years,  occupying  fhem* 
selves  with  collecting  sea-bedrs  and  foxes  for  &  Kos- 
sio-*American  Company.  According  to  their  own  re- 
port, in  the  beginning  of  the  summer  they^  are  dmost 
entbely  employed  in  la^ng  up  stores  mt  ibe  winter, 
which  consist  chiefly  of  the  flesh  of  sea-bears  dried; 
the  latter  part  of  the  summer  and  the  autumn  is  devMed 
to  preparing  and  curing  the  skins*  These  fifteen  men 
had  this  year  killed  no  less  than  ttirty  Aousand  sea- 
bears  for  winter  stores,  ibe  skins  of  m^luchhad  all  bewi 
thrown  away,  because,  as  they  said,  the^  could'  oot 
spare  the  time  to  spread  them  out  and  dry  them.  "^ 

The  islands  of  St.  F^ul  and  St  George  were  disco- 
vered in  the  ^ear  1786  by  a  pilot  of  die  i«ime  of  Pri- 
buloff,  runnmg  from  Oonala^ka.  Theftrst,  accord- 
ii^  to  our  observaition,  lies  in  latitu^  57^  15'  noitii, 
longitude  170<>  west  of  Greenwich ;  it  consists  of  se- 
veral  low  hiUs  and  hillocks  in  the  vaUies,  among  wMdi 
are  many  ponds  fifled  witfi  melted  snow,  whira  dSoti 
very  good  water  for  drinking.  The  island  is  between 
thifW  and  forty  versts'in  kngth,  and  stretciitt  frcm 
north-east  to soudi- west;  it  is  covered  with  grass  and 
shrubs,  but  is  totall^destitute^f  bushes  or  trees. 

The  nordi  pdnt  is  a  low  projecting  neck  c^  land. 
A  brittle,  porous,  and  black  lava,  of  whidi  the  steep 
cliffs  on  the  southern  coast  consist,  leads  irresistitdy  ts 
the  idea  that  the  island  owes  its  origin  to  avokano; 
perhaps  by  a  fcnger  abode  the  crater  m^it  be  ^seower- 
ed.  impressed  widi  these. ideas,  it  was  to  mea  dr^ 
cumstancewdl  worthy  of  remark,  when,  upon  inquir- 
ing particuhrtyfoi:  natural  curiosities,  Ireoeivcil  nom 
one  of  the  Russian  hunters  established  here  some  petri- 
factions, which  he  said  came  from  (he  hig^ieit  tHi  near- 
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If  in  tifc  ctttie  oftheUand.  This  plienometion  ap« 
peanso  much  the  more  strikng^  imunuch  83  all  Uic 
mountaim  from  Kamachatka  over  Ae  Aleutian  islands 
to  the  north-west  coast  of  America  are  com|x)s6d  entire^ 
ly  of  OiigKial  maKrials^  as  granite,  poqphyry,  hard  schis* 
tus,  and  volcanoes* 

The  diraate  is  cold  and  ungenial,  and  it  s^peari 
scaicdy  coaspiehensiblc  bow  any  persons,  not  natives 
of  the  country,  can  have  resolved  tafix  their  abode  in 
so  confined  a  wot,  sqMuniled  ahnost  entirely  fropi  die 
rest  of  the  world.  According  to  the  report  of  the  in? 
habitants,  the  island  is  subject  in  winter  and  spring  to 
frightful  storms,  when  the  surrounding  sea  is  covered 
with  vast  rocks  of  iibe;  in  summer  it  is  subject  to  per«- 
petqalfogs.  Some  of  these  men,  who,  in  the  few  clear 
dajrsthey  enjoy,  have  ascended  to  the  tops  of  the  highest 
iiiUs,  assert  that  thejr  can  diaoem  in  the  nocth-nortb-east 
an  island  which  has  never  yet  been  observed  or  visited 
by  navigators.  Those.who  have  lived  twelve  years  at 
St.  Paut^  9Uf  that  the  climate  evid^itly  impibves ;  thai 
the  degree  of  cold  is  not.*  so  great  at  present  as  when 
tb^frrst  camie,  and  that  the  number  of  plants  and 
shrubs  produced  spontanoously  by  (lie  earth  is  consi- 
dembfy  incrcasedL 

The  priadpal  productions  <^  the  inland  consist,  first, 
ta  atone,  or*  ice»foxes,  which :  are  taken  in  fox^snares ; 
fovmei^  the  number  caught  was  veiy  great,  but  it  is 
now  exceeding^  diihioished;  secondly,  in  an  immense 
number  erf*  aea.faears,  called  by  the  Russians  kottibi^ 
which  oome  here,  in  the  middle  of  April  to  bring  forth 
thdr  young,  and  depart  ag^  about  September.    They 
bdong  to  the  seal  genus,  but  differ  materially  from  the 
commoa$cs^og^ p/ioea  vitutina,  in  the  fine  fury  na- 
ture of  their  skins ;  these  are  highly  valued  by  the  Chi- 
nese and  other  Tartar  nations,  particularly  the  Jaku- 
tians,  Tungusianst  Bureatians,  and  Basclikirs;  they 
use  them  principally  for  bordering  their  garments  and 
''forhead-diresses.     The  English  and  Americans,  as  I 
was  assured,  collect  these  animals  from  some  of  the 
islands  in  the  South  Sea,  especially  from  the,  island  of 
Amsterdam,  and  carry  the  skins  to  market  at  Canton 
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under  the  English  name  of  JSr  teofe.  The  Sasslo. 
American  Con^^any'  carry  on  a  very  advantageous 
trade  in  them';  fifteen^  men,  ivilh  an  ratablishment 
whieh  costs  them  next  to  nothing,  oifi  easBy  in  the 
course  of  the  summer  collect  and  prepare  a  hundicd 
thousand  skins.  £ach  of  tliese  will  fetch  at  Canton  a 
Spanish  dolho*,  or  a  dollar  and  a  half,  or  at  Kiachtafrom 
two  to  three  rouble.  Some  years  ago,  as  I  was  inform* 
cd  by  a  person  deserving  of  ertdit,  such  a  number  were 
taken,  that  skins  to  die  amount-  of  some  millaons  of 
roubles  rotted  in  the  warehouaesx^  the  Company,  more 
anxiety  having  been  shewn  to  collect  a  oumber  than  to 
attend  to  their  being  properly,  cured.  The  fat  of  the 
animal  is  generally  tlarown  away,  though  excellent  uii 
might  be  made  from  it. 

The  usual  manner  of  taking  the  sea-berirs  is  to  get 
between  them  and  the  shore,  and  drive  them  by  ^troops 
oneor  two  verste  into  the  interior  of  the  idimd,  wboe 
they  are  killed  by  the  stroke  of  a  club.  This  is  done  to 
avoid  frightexung  thofee  that  remain  about  the  shore. 

The  valuable  sea-otters,  hiru  iffdnmr,.  nearly  three 
thousand  of  which  were  taken  in  the  first  two  years  af> 
ter  the  discovery  of  the  island,  each  skin  beii^  worth 
from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  ^ad  fifty  roubles,  are  now 
almost  extirpated ;  single  ones  only  src  casuiedly  taken, 
and  .  that  very  rarely.  Sea*dogs  and  sea-lions,  fihoca 
vUuGma  dnd  phaca  jubata,  are  collected  inabuncbnce. 
The  sea-cow,  trtcheeus  rosmarusj  is  taken  upon  a  small 
rocky  island,^  called  Morfchowa  Ostrowa,  lyit^  some 
versts  firom  the  south-western  point  of  St«  Pteil. 

My  curiosity  was  particularly  directed  to  die  tridiecus 
manatus  SteUeri^  or  Steller's  sea*  cow.  This  curious 
animal,  of  which  we  fii^t  received  an  account  from  the 
above-named  votary  of  science,  and  which  in  former 
times  abounded  upon  the  coasts  of  Kamschatka,  oa 
Behring's,  and  other  islands  in  these  seas,  when  it  was 
a  favourite  food  of  the  Russian  Promiischleniks,  os  fur. 
huntersn  has  not  been  seen  now  for  some  years^  It  iia* 
disappeared  even  from  Tschuktschkoi^noss,  ilje  mo.  ■ 
nort'ienj^jx^int  of  the  Asiatic  continent  in  ihehc  part>. 
It  seemsi  therefore,  very  prpbublsj  that  though  kiK)ui. 


HJISCltl^riOH    OF    TB£    XSLJCVD    OP   Sa.    PAUL.  3^:5 

to  be  in  existence  not  more  than  forty  years  ago,  it 
THUst  now  be  ranked  among  the  list  of  beings  lost  from 
the  anknal  kingdom,  like  tl^  dudu»  the  mammoth,  the 
carnivorous  elephant  of  the  Obio»  and  others.^  Very 
few  fish  are  to  be  aeeo  here ;  they  are  fi*ightened  away 
by  the  aea-dogs,  seaJions,  and  sea-bears. 

As  well  as  being  the  resort  of  such  immense  troops 
of  the  last  mentioned  animals,  Ihis  island,  small  and  inr 
considerable  as  it  is,  is  therendezvous  of  many  millions 
of  sea-birds,  which  assemble  from  every  part  of  die 
widely-extended  ocean  between  Asia  and  America  to 
lay  their  ^;gs  and  hatch  their  young.  The  Russian 
fur4iunters  profit  exceedingly  by  this  circumstance,  and 
next  to  the  flesh  of  the  sea-bears,  which,  in  summer  fresh 
and  kk  winter  dried,  constitutes  so  essential  an  article 
of  their  subsisteqee,  nothing  aflbrds  tliem  so  great  a 
supply  of  food  as  the  eggs  of  theso  birds,  and  that  for  a 
very  great  part  of  the  year.  The  whole  hunting  party 
is  busied  lA^spring  for  days,  and  evf^n  weeks^  )h  the 
dangerous  task  of  coUectiog  them.  I'hey  climb  up  the 
steep  difis  to  tlie  height  of  th'u-ty  or  fqrty ,  tolses  witii 
basket,  and  take  the  eggs*  from*  the  nests^  When  a 
sufficient  numjber  is  collected,  they  are  washed  quite 
clean^  and  dried  in' the  air,  dien  put  into  casks,  and  tlie 
vessels  being  filkd  up  with  oil  earelully  purified,  they 
are  put  by  for  use.  In  this  manner  they  are  kept  for  tlic 
greatest  patrt  of  the  year^  and  eat .  as  sweet  aiad  iresh  as 
if  they  were  newly  laid.t  •  The  eggs  of  the  calymbus  or 
guillemot  are  preferred  before  all  others,  as  the  larg^t 
and  best  flavoured.  .  -   • 


*  lo  tlieGermak)  translation  of  Sauer's  travaUiit  is  asserted 
that  theiast  animal  of  this  bpecics  was  killed  at  Bchring's  island 
3.1  the  year  1768,  and  that  since  that  time  it  has  never  been  sucn 
In  these  parts. 

t  Tlut  may  be  very  possible  ia  sq  cold  a  climate,  but  I  doubt 
much  whether  the  same  experiment  \vpuld  succeed  in  a  warmer. 
It  is,  however,  well  knowa,  that  upon  a  similar  principle^  viz. 
through  the  exclusion  of  ihe  air,  fruit  may  be  kept  fresh  for  a 
loijg  time,  thai  iu  to  say,  in  wax,  butter,  Sic.  &c. — Author. 

it  is  a  very  cominoti  practice  in  England  to  keep  e^«  stored 
up  for  the  wiot(;r  in  4imu*\y^ter|.a  cheaper  mctliuoi  for  pveserv- 
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Durii^  our  dKtrt  stay^  I^dbfseored  tNt  fiino;mog  bkds 
among  those  thai  make  their  nests  heie.  1*^  alca 
cirrhqta^  or  tufted  auk  ;  the  4ilca  arciicai  or  puffin ; 
Uie  alca  pjfgwMh  or  pygQiy  auk  ; .  .ftmia  ^irmdb,  or 
sea-^swallow  ;  ^several  ^p^ci^of  Aini^  orsqa-mews, and 
praceUaria^  or  peterels ;  aixl  tbeaii^^^M,  or  guillemot; 
these  were  in  immeoae  numbers.  I  saw,  b^ides»  the 
peiimm$  uriley  and  some  others  of  the  same  gciHls.  It 
would  IK)  doubt  have  been  ea;^.duru%  a, longer  stay  I 
and  by  a  closer  exammation^.to  have  fiaund  maaiy  other 
rare  W^  curious  ob^ts. 

Neither  is  this  island  poor  in  pla6t$.  Of  eatable  ve- 
getables I  saw  hera^etm  ^imcum,  <^  Siberian  par- 
snip; ^ihkium^  oriemim^absmiAtttm.or'WBcnmwA; 
artemm  vu^misp  rumext  or  so^l,  wild  oekiy^  pul- 
pvogmria  maritimdt  veronica  beceabt/^^j  cardamim  hir- 
wtoioc  w^teTrcresses ;  severel9octs;ofberries«asn/i»N 
dreiicus  the  btao^le,  chamanmi^  tb^.  clQud-benEy»  «ih! 
ddiQib.  Of  new  and  unluioii^i  f^ai^s  I  £wod  a  toecie^i 
^f  the  andrasace  ahpecurus, .  adnUeay  cffrvsc,  fl^#r,  /:- 
gusiicmny  po^ntUIa^  pokmomumfJ^i^ikmSf  s0xq/rQ- 
gOf  taraxa4fum^  &ai  others. 

The  Chamberlaia  Von  Reawofl^  aaiplenipottatiar}', 
.  occupied  himseif  nearly  tl|e  whole  day  vhtik  texawwing 
into  me  commercial,  concerns  of  tfie  Buasio*  Aiderican 
Con^iapy^  He  iaspeded  the  i  stores^  of  i  bx  and  sea- 
bear  HkisiSy  of  sea-eowB'  teeth,  of  wtudebaoe,  oi  sea* 
dog  skins,  >aad  ollw  articles  andibuhdit  Moeanryto 
essen  the  number  of  f  ur-htintetsi  in  order  toiesttain 
within  some  bounds « the  numbo'of  animus  taken  in 
the  year,  which  was  ^o  ffc^t  as  tp  run  the  hazard  of  ex- 
oeedtf^ly  diminishing  the-sevearal  bicedstn  &tuve^ 

Who  would  hot  imagine  that  every  individual  among 

ing  them  than  oil,  and  operating  in  the  same  kind  of  way,  viz. 
keeping  them  entirely  excluded  from  the  air ;  they  should  be 
put  into  a  wooden  or  earthen  vessel,  anS  stand  in  a  cool  cellar. 
In  thte  way  they  keep  through  the  winter,  so  as  to  serve  cxtrt- 
mely  well  for  most  culinary  purposes,  thour h  it  camiot  be  said 
that  they  are  as  good  as  when  first  taken  from  the  AesI ;  they 
w|ll  not  do  very  well  to  eat  plain;  boiledi  or  po^iched. 
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the  huntoii  must  have  been  eager  to  avail  himself  of 
such  ati  opportunity  of  withdrawing  from  his  situation, 
and  have  esteemed  himself  fortunate  that  the  thing  was 
possible?  This  was  not,  however  l^  any  means  thecase* 
On  the  contrafy,  iSxy  fell  at  the  chamberlain's  feet  to  beg- 
as  a  particuliar  favoiu*  tfiat  they  might  be  permitted  to 
rcmsm  upon  the  island.  *'  We  have  here/^  they  said, 
^'  in  abundance  every  thing  that  we  want*  Of  the  skins 
of  foxM  and  sea-bears  we  make  our  clothing ;  the  latls^, 
^ich  we  consider  as  our  flocks,  aflbrd  us  excellent 
food,  and  in  the  utmost  plenty.  Fruits  of  several  scxrts, 
that  is  to  say, berries,  are  not  wanting,  nor  is  thoreany 
deficfency  of  wholesome  plants,  whjfefor  dainties  we 
have  Ae  sea-biids  and  their  eggs.  ^Notwithstanding 
that  die  idand  is  destitute  of  wood,  we  do  not  feel  the 
want  of  it  so  sensibly  as  might  be  supposed ;  the  earth 
huts  we  make  are  very  warm,  and  woddfrom  tbe 
wrecks  of  ships  is  crften^ driven  on  shore;  while  boMs 
with  ^serve  to  light  and  warm  us,  as  well  as  to  cook 
our  victuals.**  ♦  • 

Sudi  a  tkscription  would  lead  any  one  to  suppose 
that^KEse  fifteen  men,  three  or  four  of  whom  had  mar* 
ried  Aleutian  women,  lived  in  the  iftmost  friendship  and 
uT^nimity ;  but,  alas  I  we  could  find  nothing  Init  4iis* 
cord  and  enmity  among  them.  One  of  tte  hunters, 
'.vho,  as  I  was  informed,  had  been  fomusrly  a  merchant 
:ii  M osco^',  but  was  afterwards  banished  to  Siberia  as  a 
rVaudufent  hrader,  and  at  length  had  begun  to  carry  on 
a  regular  trade  here,  put  himself  at  die  head  of  his 
brediren,  and  remohstraled  in  a  true  oratorical  style 
xvitfa  the  chamberlain  upon  the  injustice  and  hardship 
of  his  ppooeedings ;  the  consequence  of  this  was,  that 
most  or  all  of  them  were  brought  away  the  same  year. 
We  earried  off  some  of  the  party,  as  many  as  our  ship 
would  admit. 

During  the  two  days  we  remained  here  we  regaled 
ourselves  plentifuUy  with  the  flesh  of  the  sea-bears  and 
btrds^  tsggs,  and  rejoiced  at  the  i(ka  6f  having  laid  up 
Jen  or  twdve  days  fresh  provisions  for  our  diseased  and 
iMlf-starved  crew.    It  was  indeed  not  a  little  striking 
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tosee4he  cliangc  that  a  few  days  of  better  feeding 
made  in  these  miserable  people.  The  scurvy  very  visibly 
decreased,  and  a  vivacitj*  and  joviality  hithoto  unkno\Mi 
was  observable  among  them.'  For  five  or  she  days  the 
fiesh  of  the  sea-bears  kept  very  well,  and  was  perfectly 
good,  but  then  it  began  to  grow  nauseous  to  us. 

On  the  eighth  we  quitted  St.  Paul,  and  the  same  day 
arrived  in  sight  of  St.  George,  a  considerably  smaller 
idand  to  the  south-west  of  it.  As  it  was  known  that  a 
hunting  party  was  established  there  also,  the  chief,  Vod 
Resanoff,  thought  it  proper  to  inquire  into  the  situation 
of  it,  and  on  the  following  morning  we  approached  the 
south-western  point  of  the  land.  When  we  were  at  the 
distance  of  about  ^  sea-mile  and  a  half^  a  cannon  ivas 
fired  to  attract  the  observation  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
invite  them  to  the  vessel.  At  the  same  moment,  while 
the  echo  of  the  fire  resounded  along  the  steep  cliffs,  an 
innumerable  flight  of  birds  of  various  kinds  rose  terrific 
ed  all  aloi^  the  coast.  Without  any  exagspation,  or 
seeking  to  exhibit  an  overchaiged  pictureTx can  assert 
literally,  that  a  thick  living  cloud  spread  itself  around, 
and  that  the  sea,  as  far  as  our  horizon  reached,  wasab* 
solutely  blackened  Uy  the  animals. 

Almost  at  the  same  time  a  brisk  vmid  -sprung  up,' 
which  rendered  the  neighbourhood  of  the  rocky  ^land 
of  St.  Geoi^  dangerous  to  us,  and  which  also  prevent- 
ed the  persons  by  whom  it  w^s  inhabiled  venturing  to 
the  ship.  We  were  therefore  obliged  to  abandon  the 
idea  of  becoming  more  neariy  acquainted  with  it,  and 
steered  away  to  the  south*east  for  Oonalashka. 

On  the  *  fourtcendi  we  came  in  sight  of  land,  but  a 
strong  contrary  wind  precluded  the  possibility  of  our 
reachmg  the  harbour  of  lUuluk,  on  tne  north-east  side 
of  tlie  island,  and  we  were  obliged  to  encounter  the 
dangerous  passage  between  the  islands  of  Akutan, 
Akun,  and  Awatanok.  The  proximity  and  number  of 
the  reefs  of  rocks,  which  were  poipted  out  fay  the  strong 
foam,  the  high  wind*  the  heavy  sailiiig  of  our  vessel, 
and  the  rushing  current  of  the  .sea,  made  our  situation 
here  somewhat  formidable,  and  the  activity  and  skill  of 


lUAVD  0W  QOVALJlSBXA.  329 


jpr  two  pacers,  Lieutenants  Scttwoatoff  and  Dav idof!^ 
were  now  of  most  essentbl  service  to  us.  By  the  even* 
tng  we  saw  ourselves'entijiely  out  of  danger,  and  on  the 
afternoon  of  tlie  sixteenth  entered  the  bay  distinguished 
tiy  Saiytcheff,  Captain  Cook,  and  others,  under  the 
name  of  Sea-Otters  Bay.  We  cast  anchor  in  the  little 
creek  of  Amagul,  being  then,  according  to  an  observa- 
tion taken  at  noon,  in  latitu(te  53^  4(y  north,  k)ugitude 
166**  west 

We  had  not  been  there  long  before  we  were  visited  by 
several  Aleutians,  who  came  in  their  leather  canoes, 
made  to  hold  only  one  person,  called  In  the  language  of 
'the  country  baioarkas.  They  informed  us  that  we 
could  go  over  the  hills  to  the  principal  settlement,  which 
might  be  at  the  distance  of  between  five  and  seven  versts. 
An  Aleutian  was  immediately  dispatched  as  a  messen* 
ger  to  inform  the  overseer  belonging  to  the  Russio^ 
American  Comrany,  M.  Lariwanoff,  of  our  arrival. 

As  our  chief.  Von  Resanoff,  was  particularly  anxi« 
ous  to  make  himself  aojuainted  with  the  situation  of 
die  setdement  here,  he  without  hesitatbn,  formed  the 
resolution  of  proceedmg  thither  instantly  on  foot :  the 
two  lieutenants  and  myself,  with  some  sailors  and 
guides,  accompanied  him.  We  veent  in  our  boat,  fol- 
K>i?ved  by  the  Aleutians  in  their  baidarkas,  to  the  little 
creek  of  Ugadachan,  whence  our  journey  by  land 
commenced.  Some  splendid  flowers  were  in  blow  upon 
the  shore,  among  which  a  new  pimuhis  and  a  potentilla^ 
which  has, never  yet  been  described^  were  particularly 
to  be  distmguished  :  the  low  ground  in  the  vaDies  was 
covered  with  grass. 

The  many  new  objects  by  which  we  were  surround* 
ed,  the  broken  cliffs,  the  round  snowy  summits  in  the 
back  ground,  the  steep  declivities  we  were  obliged  to 
ascend,  and  the  vallies  into  which  we  i^ain  dcscendedi^ 
could  not  engage  my  att<^tion  so  long  as  I  wished, 
for  the  twilight  began  soon  to  come  on,  anq^the  night 
closed  in  leaving  us  to  find  our  way  in  the  ^^tk,  con- 
ducted by  our  Aleutians,  through  an  untracl^ed  cous^ 
try.  Stones^  and  cfi&,  fox- holes  and  bushes,  render- 
ed our  walk  eiitremely  fatiguing,  and  at  kngCh,  whefh 
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we  were  almost  at  the  end  of  it,  and  our  party  thought 
they  had  happily  discovered  a  foot-path,  we  found 
ourselves  uip  to  our  knees  in  die  midst  of  a  stream* 
AH  our  dimculties  were  however  finally  surmounted, 
and  about  twelve  at  night  we  arrived  wearied  and  ex- 
huusted  at  Illuluk. 
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CHAPTER  U. 


Ife^mfiiJM  of  the    Island  of  Oonakshka.^^Thfi 
JbfmUants.-'^^TJkeir    Ihbitatums.--^^T7ieir  Food^ 

Clothing  and  Ornaments- Tattow^ — Occupa* 

tiom  oftht  Men.-^The  Batdarkas  or  umoes* — The 
Javebis^'-'^The  fFhak  Fiskerjf.-^'-^OccupatiQn^ 
^  the  Ifomen'-^-Their  Jklmon.-— Marriages.''^ 
^imusementSi^^^JProiluetums  qf^Sie  Island. 


THE  Island  of  Oonalashka  stretcher  from  norths 
cast  to  south-west ;  it  is  from  seventy  to  eighty  versts 
10  ki^^,  but  of  very  unequal  breadths.  Qn  the  nortlx 
and  north-east  side  there  are  many  bays  and  crceksi  in 
some  of  which  are  very  secure  harbours  for  vessels.  A 
part  of  the  south-west  shore  consists  of  very  high  steep 
inaccessible  clifis»  aQ|)  another  part  has  remained  hitherto 
wholly  unexplored. 

Here,  as  in  most  of  the  Aleutiao  Islands,  many  consi- 
derable high  rounded  hills  or  p^aks  are  observable; 
among  diem  two  volcanoes  are  pEurticularly  to  be  distin- 
guished. ALa  dbtance  the  imajginadon  is  led  invohin^ 
tarily  to  conceive  that  the  black  and  broken  rocks  which 
border  the  shore  afford  indisputable  proofs  of  the  island 
havii^  received  its  origin  from  these  volcanoes.  I  was 
therefore  the  more  struck  with  finding  in  every  part  of 
it  that  I  had  the  opportunity  of  y  isiting,  granite  and 
porphyry  for  the  most  part  c^  a  veiy  fine  gratn^  but  no 
volcanic  productbns  whatever*     . 

The  whole  island  consists  of  a  mass  of  rocks  covered 
ody  with  a  very  thin  coat  of  earth.  The  hills  are  of  very 
unequal  hei^rhts,  and  are  intersected  by  irregular  vallies ; 
the  soil  of  them  is  commonly  argillaceous,  (»*  an  earth 
which  appears  n ashed  doAvir  from  the  hills.    Here  and 
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there,  even  at  a  considerable  heighth  upon  die  hiDS)  a^ 
to  b«  found  ponds  formed  from  melted  snow,  whidi 
afford  very  sweet  and  good  water.  In  Ae  lower  valliea 
there  is  great  abundance  of  grass,  which  would  fiimish 
very  good  food  for  cattK.  No  kind  of  trees  grow 
cither  on  this  or  the  neighbouring  islands,  only  low 
bushes  and  shrubs  of  dwm-birch,  willow,  and  alder, 
with  several  sorts  of  berries,  as  rti^M,  vaccinium^  rfm* 
dydendhm\  and  others. 

The  wood  forboSdhig  the  eartfi  huts,  and  for  maling 
tfie  skeletons  of  the  canoes,  Hie  oars,  the  javdms,  and 
o^er  purposes,  is  only  obtained  from  the  sea,  and  ool« 
lected  by  the  inhabitants  alon^  the  coast.  Laigie  thii&s 
<^  valuable  trees  from  Ainenca  and  die  islands  of  Ac 
$outh  Sea,  among  others  of  Ae  camphor-wood,  pro* 
bablv  from  Japan,  are  often  floated  hidier. 

Tne  inhabitants  appeat*  to  be  a  sort  of  middle  race 
between  tlie  Mongol  Tartars  and  the  NorA- Americans. 
Th^  are  of  a  middling  stature,  having  in  geoend  slrong- 
Jy  marked  features,  impressed  widi  a  great  deal  of  cha- 
"^cter,  and  a  pleasing  benevolent  cxprtssion  of  coimte- 
nance.  The  colour  of  thdr  dcfn  is  dark,  a  sort  of  dirty 
brown,  to  which  perhaps  theh-  habits  of  life,  and  a  ^reat 
tv^nt  of  cleanliness,  may  very  much  contribute, 
appear  well-fed,  and  liave  fuU  round  (aces,  broad 
bones,  broad,  flat,  and  compressed  noses,  diick,  coarse, 
black  hair,  black  eyes  and  eye-bftiows.  The  men  have 
very  litde  beard,  which  they  are  carefu!  to  pluck  up  by 
tlie  roots  as  soon  as  it  appears.  In  othdr  parts<^'dicff 
bodies  they  have  ah>o  less  hair  dian  the  xMn  of  most 
other  nationfe.  The  character  of  thes^  people  re  gene* 
tally  kind-hearted  and  obliging,  submtssite  and  dahtful, 
but  if  roused  to  anger,  they  become  rash  andufid^ing, 
even  malevolent,  and  indiffi^nt  to  all  ^ger,  nay,  to 
death  itself.  ^  • 

The  habitations  are  holes  dug  in  the  c»rflK  covered 
with  a  roof,  over  which  earth  is  thrown.  When  they 
have  stood  for  some  time  they  become  overgrown  wim 
grass,  so  that  a  village  has  the  appearance  of  art  Euro- 
pean church  yard  full  of  graves.  Into  tbesb  huts  the 
inhabitants  dcscerd  by  the  chimney,  or  hole  m hence 


tbe  smbkfe  kftues  o«t  To  some  of  tlw  krflM  l^i^ 
are  inhabited  by  the  Russians,  a  lowjdoar  19  made  in 
die  side,  ^fhe  light  is  admitted  tfaroogh  a  little  q^eo- 
ing  or  window  coveted  over  with  seal'a  entraUs  or  dried( 
fisb-skin.  Several  divisions  are  raadewithm  by meapa 
df  seal*  skins  or  straw- mats,  which  separate  the  domains 
and  property  of  the  difircnt  families  Aat  oeciq^y  ibsf 
habitationi 

The  popnlsrtion  of  the  coontry  is  at  pceatfU  veiy 
smdi;  theexaot  nutiiber  they  appeaoed  aoKkms  td 
^onceal^  probably  that  we  mig^  not  know  to  how  veiy 
small  a  number  it  is  tfeduoed.  Tkem^  population  ^ 
Oonalashka  and  the  surronnding  islands,  mcluded  un» 
der  the  nameof  the  Fox  or  Andreanoff  Ishaids,  in  fac^ 
does  not  appear  at  present  to  amount  to  more  than  tbres 
hnndred.  InScbelib^s  time^that  is  from  1783  t^ 
1 7£7,  it  was  as  maaijr  or  ofiore  thousands.  la  179Q 
SaiYtdieff  reckoned  It  at  thfaptes^ 

A  lading  cause  of  this  rapid  depopolation  moat 
probably  is  to  be  aacribed  to  the  directois  of  the  prin« 
cipri  establishment  of  the  Russio-AmeiscaD  Company 
at  Kodiak,  being  bv  the  habit  of  sending  the  best  hun« 
ters  fit>n|  hence  to  the  Isfands  of  St  George  and  Su 
P^,  to  Koc&A:,  and  evoi  to  the  north-west  Coast  qf 
America,  to  chase  ^  large  sea-mters;  and  it  is  very 
rardy  that  any  of  these  peopte  evor  rrmra  td  the  bosoms 
of  th^  &mlttes.  It  n  extremdy  probdiie  also  that  die 
omesaJOD  under  winch  they  Uve  at  honie^  die  total  wMt 
cl^€are,and  die  change  in  thdr  modes  of  liviog^  cdiv 
tribute  exceedingly  towards  dindnfehing  the  popular 
titeto 

Tfaeprmeipal  food  of  these  idanden  consists  of  fi^ 
sea-dogs,  and  the  flesh  of  whales»  Among  the  fish 
the  most  common  and  most  abondant.are  several  sort^ 
of  salmon,  ood,  herrhigs,  and  holyfaittt  ./dmnNwir'^^ 
k^fpogbsnts.  The;  hoiybtuts,  which  are  tne  sort  MH 
in  the  highest  esteem,  are  sometiflses  of  an  eaornMMls 
size,  weighing  even  several  hundred  pounds ;  but  tfal^ 
instatioes  of  diis  very  great  size  it  must  be  «wn^  are 
extremely  nrt.  When  an  Aleutian  has  the  .good  for- 
ftineto-hook  one  of  these  enormous  fish,  as  it  is  imixis- 
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dMeforittobcftdoenlmo  llftlr^mflll  kniher  cftiioes. 
tiiey  kill  it  in  tbe  waw,  and  either«cttt  it  to  pieces,  and 
bring  te  piepes  an^y  «t  diflferent  times,  or,  if  di^  can 
keep  it  hooked  fiwt  by  die  ai^e  and.  line,  tnw  it  in  this 
ttMKisr  aft^  the  bolt. 

Next  to  fishine;  ihdr  most  importmt  occiipatioois 
huntii]^  the.sea^g,/AoMvitai&ta.  This  animal b- 
deed  forms  such  an  essential  article  to  the  subsistence 
if  the  iUsoiiMis  is  a  ymeiy  of  ways,  that  it  may  truly 
besaidihey  WNddnotkoow  how  to  live  widiout  it 
Of  its  skin  ikey  make  ck)thes,  carpets,  thongs,  dices, 
nd  many  houseliold  utensite;  nay,  their  canoes  are 
made  of  a  wooden  skeleton  widi  the  skin  of  the  sen-dog 
ikelohed^vsrit.  Theflesh  iseaten,  and  of  the  fat  an 
oH  is  made,  wkkh,  besides  licin^  used  as  an  article  of 
ftourtdiment,  serves  to  warm  and  light  their  huts.  Tlie 
Asophagus  is  used  Ibr  ndUng  breeches  and  boo^ 
tiie  large  bk>wft«up  paunch  serves  as  a  vessel  Sat 
storing  op  lii|uom'  of  all  kinds.  Of  die  enttmb  are 
made  garments  to  defend  diem  against  rain,  and  they  al- 
so serve  inamMl  of  gbss  to  adtfiit  light  into  die  habita- 
tions ;  the  bristles  of  tke  bostd  are  used  like  ostrich 
ibathors  in  £ivope,  as  ccnanients  for  the  head:  thoeis 
eonsequeatfy  ab  part  of  die  animal  that  is  not  turned  to 
&oniieua&.  The  fat  of  the  whale  is  another  favourite 
q)eciea  of  .find  among  tiie  Aleutians :  these  monsters 
are  soonedmca  kiied  by  ihem,  but  are  more  fiequcndy 
Aaownonslmebf  tfaesea«  When  this  fat  grows  da 
and  raneid,  it  serves  equally  with  thatof^  sea-dog  ^ 
light  and  waiw  the  houses, 

Vegetabfe  food  is  either  not  much  esteemed  by  diem, 
crdsediey  do  not  like  die  trouble  of  procuring  it. 
That  aweet  plaalt,  the  Siberian  parsnip,  heneleum  swiri- 
cum^  is  but  liitle  eaten,  any  •more  than  the  bulb  of  die 
Sanfina  or  Kamscbadale  lily ;- ^  latter  I  found  much 
tinetcr  here  than;  at  Kamachatka,  perhaps  owing  to  the 
Jiftinwn  of  tbe  scmL  Berries  of  an  eataUe  qualhy  a* 
bound ;  of  theser  I  can  enumerate  the  following  as  hav* 
ing  come  under  my  01111  knowledge ;  tubus  iaaeuSf  the 
ntsbeny,  fuius  arcticus^  die  dwarf  bramble,  tubus  clui- 
mGtmoruSy  the  cloudr  berry,  vaccinium  vitis  ideUf  tiie  rul 
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These,  as  wcU  as  many  aorta  of  roots,  ara  ooUecied, 
when  they  art  ripe,  by  the  women  and  cUidren,  and 
laid  up  lor  winter  atocta.  In  kMer  yon  the  Roniaiis 
have  begun  to  plant  potaioea,  which  anccKd  extiOMly 
well,  and  are  much  liked  by  the  people. 

Wild*0DeBe  and  ducks  oome  in  such  abundanee  in 
£jpring»ia  autumn,  that  a  larae  quantity  of  them  ave 
salted  and  smcrf^ed  for  wmter  mod  ;^  but  ftt  Aleiitianii 
appear,  to  prefer  die  fiit  of  the  sea-dog  or  whale  veiy 
much  to  a  salted  and  smoked  gooacw  Some  of  wt 
neighbouring  rocks  serve  as  the  nmdezvoua  of  a  grevt 
number  of  sea-fowl  of  the  Oolgmbus^  Lttru9^  Mm^  and 
Fekcanus  species,  with  maay  odiers.  The  ens  of 
tbese  birds  are  collected,  as  in  the  Island  erf  Su  iPad, 
and  preserved  in  the  same  way  for  winter  sioies. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  baeed  bog[s  ak  Oom* 
lashka.    Tor  want  of  other  food  they  mve  beenfsd 
with  fish,  but  the  (at  by  dus  means  becomes  thin  and 
oily,  and  the  flesh  contracts  a  diaagieeable  fiaby 'flavour. 
The  introduction  of  cattle  it  should  seem  woold  be  ve^ 
ry  possible,  and  would  be  attended  wilk  gaeat  advan« 
tages  to  the    Russian  seldeni.    A  cow   which  was 
brought  from  Kodiak  graxed  heie  huturiandy  fcr  seve- 
ral years,  but  was  then  lost  among  the  mnontaina,  as 
she  was  left  to  run  looae,  without  any  precaution,  fer 
the  greater  part  (rf  the  year*    Some  hens,  the  propcaty 
of  M.  Von  lUuiwano^  the  siqperintendenlof  the  Kus* 
sio- American  Factory,  were,  for  want  of  com,  fed 
diiefly  upon  dried  fish  cut  into  small  piscea,  ammbkd 
as  it  were ;  but  this  kind  of  food  dkl  not  appear  to  auit 
them ;  it  made  the  flesh  flabby,  spungy,  mo  diBamiBa- 
bkbothtotheeyeandtaafie,  apdthe  fa^  besides  Inang 
as  yellow  as  a  lemon,  was  diia  and  oily. 

ML  Lari  wanoff  assured  u(  dun  during  the  fi«e.  years 
he  had  been  upon  the  island  he  had  sc«voa^  over  iHtod 

..       .  •         •'  •    . 

*  Salt  is  extracted  in  small  quantities  by  the  Aleutians  from 
'Sea* water  %  in  the  process  of  making  itt  the  bones  of  sea-dogs 
or  whaler,  impregnated  with  oil,  are  used  instead  of  wood. 
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pud*  of  loeshlfroA  OetiK^t  but  oe  only  now andtben, 
upon  extraorduuiry  QCcafiaon»,.  made  bread  or  pastrv 
Iriihit. 

The  cloathiog  of  the  mea  and  woraen  is  nearly  (be 
^  flame,  and  conaisto  comtnooly  of  a  sort  of  .carter's  frock, 
or  shirt,  &ate»ed  rotmd  the  occk  widi  a  broad,  stiff  col. 
lar.  These  garments  are  made  of  the  skins  of  sea-dogs 
«€r  several  qorts  of  birds,  particulady  of  the  sea- parrots, 
•a  thgf  are  called,  the  aka  arrhatg,  and  oka  aretica^ 
and  the.  ae^raveo,  pekcanus  urUe  ;  they  are  prepared  in 
ji  manner  peculiar,  to  themselvesi  ud  sewc^  together 
very  ingeiuously.  Though  simple  in  their  form,  they 
.ice  ornamented  in  a  variety  of  ways,  eithor  with  gl^^ss* 
bead%  with  the  beaks  of  the^sear^arrotSy  or  with  long 
strips  of  aea-dgg.  and  sea-otter  skins.  The  aeamsare 
(sfitcn  oroaaKotra  with  stripes  of  thin  leather  ingpuous- 
)y  workedi  or  dyed  of  gaudv  coloivs.  Long  white 
fQak^hair»  which  ia  brougjbt firom  Siberia  hitb^  asas 
;  artide  of  trade,  or  small  rra  feathers,  aip  also  intenvo- 
van  into  the  aeams.  These  featba  garments,  op  which 
ig  person  is  sometimes  employed  a  whole  year  before 
they  are  compkied,  appear  to  me  wrought  with  an  in- 
genuity and  mdustry  which  wpnid  not  shame  an  Eu- 
ropean artist;  thqr  are  called  parka^  and  are  worn 
aometimea  with  one  sde  outwards  sometimes  with  the 
other.  Intimea  of  rain  the  feathers  are  turned  out- 
wafds;  but  in  odd  and  dnr  weather  they  are  turned  in- 
wards, ioslrad  of  fur.  Tue  leather-breechesy  madeot 
'  thcttsophapMa  of  the. sea-dog,  are  used  by  the  men  prio- 
cipaUy  loi:  fishing,  and  are  found  water*proof.  A  few 
havejof  hue  years  begun  to  wen*  a  shin^  made  of  a 
coarsecotton  cloth  mm  China*  or  of  sail-cloth,  which 
ibev  piOQum  from  the  Kussio- American  Company. 

Waan  the  men  are  onshore  they  commosly  w 
boots,  i^e  sdesLot  which  are  made  of  the  sea-dog 
and  the  upper  part  of  thcieaqphagus  of  the  sam 
.  mal:  tka:lndi|Kis.curediosuch.amaniie^ 
pk  go  aboutin  bogs  and  marshes  aD  day  without 

•  A  t^ud  is  A  weighjt  of  aliout  (brty  pounds. 
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icet  bring  Ac  feasf  welfed ;  Ae  bodCs  are  Immwi^w  ta^ 
koidTifnieiidiqrget  into  their  boats.  The  tendont 
c^  ^vfaales  or  retn-dber  are  used  fcr  thread ;  they  have 
this  resemblance  to  oar  catgut  strings,  that  when  ex- 
posed  to  the  ivater  they  swell  out,  and  fender  the  seftms 
impenetrable  to  it  i 

To  a  nation  which  depends  so  much  upon  the  sea* 
for  its  sustenance,  and  wnich  is  situated  in  such  a  damp 
and  rainy  climate,  the  possess!^  of  a  sort  of  doiilhing 
which  shall  be  proof  against  water  is  a  point  of  the  n^ 
most  importance.  Necessity  is  the  great  mother  ofaH 
inveniicMiy  and  to  her  these  islanders  are  mbsft  probably 
indebted  for  their  i-dm&tihi  or  ndn-garment.  'HusH 
made  of  the  entrails  of  the  sea-dog,  wMeh  fequMl^r 
have  a  great  resemblance  to  bladders ;  iStif^  are  only 
dbree  inches'  broad,  but  are  sewed  together  wil!>  so^ 
much  ingiemtiity,  that,  though  ornamented  widi  goat^ 
hair  or  smaB  fiprthers,  the  water  never  penetrateMhrough 
the  seams.  At  the  back  part  of  tile  collar  is  a  cape  or 
hpod,  Fhich  in  a  heavy  nun  or  storm  h  drawn  over  the 
head,  sml  tisd  &st  iinder  the  chin ;  thesfeeve  isftstlen- 
ed close  round  thewrbt  Thusefddied,  any  onemay 
be  out  for  a  ivhole  day  in  die  heaviest  raif^  without  find* 
ingany  inconvenience^  or  being  wetted  in  die  lightest 
d«tee. 

The  niost  elegant  and  most  expensive  head-dress  is 
a  sortof  wooden  hat,  wtuch in  fitmt  coihes  out  before 
dieqres  like  a  sort  c^umbr^,  and  is  rounded  of  be- 
Imid.  When  it  h  tecollected  that  aH  the  Fox  Islands 
are  destitute  of  trees,  and  that  consequently  the  inhabi- 
tants depend  for  timber  for  thrir  houses  and  the  tkdk(- 
tons  of  thrir  boats  on  wh^t  the  saa  brings  by  chance  to 
tbeff  coasts,  that  such  K  hat  is^a  costly  articfe  of  dres^ 
wiB  be  easily  comprehended ;  and  it  will  also  appear 
how  much  even  die  most  uncultivated  among  mankind 
value  things  according  to  their  rarity,  HA  how  entirely 
costliness  is  a  relative  idea. 

iThese  people,  who  but  seldom  get  a  piece  of  good 
wood  of  some  indies  in  ciirctimfereiice,  are  fiequendy 
occupied  a  whole  week  in  forming  it  into  a  plank,  and 
working  it,  so  that  h  may  be  reiidered  pliable  by  lying 
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m  ib0 ^mitm*  Wfagn  lim  is-donMh^  cadBurour  bv 
d^;fWSto  draw  the  tsuo  eodts  of  the,{»lank  towards  eaca 
Q^ier,  and  to  &tf(^  tbeia  toe;ether  mth  the  tendon 
threads^  $o  as  tQ  forma  pyraBiidai  sbaped  hat;.  If  they 
auo6«ed  in  this,  whioh  iaoot  abvaysthe  «siei  they  thai 
proceed  to  paint  it  with  earth  and  ocbre>  which  they 

it\\ith 


piocuse  from  thediataot  votcaoocB,  andoroameat 
iVQtyfiguies  carved  ^om  the  teeth  of  the  sea-cow^ 
witb|^iwa  or  amber-beads,  which  are  procured  from  tlie 
RwsiWM,  or  with  the  hri^des  from  tin:  beard  of  the  sea- 
IfOff.  T^esff  bristleaare  considered  by  the  Aleutiansas 
of  fciy  great  valu^  probably  because  they  may  here- 
garded  as  tr <^phies  which  indicate  a  gqpd  hunter,  since 
t$fih  a^ifqal  has  only  fqur  bristle,  consequently  any 
number  of  thfm  together  mu^  be  a  testimony  ofhav- 
ing oaf^lurcd A^geeat many*  Ihave  in  my  possessiona 
b»t  which  must  be  omamnted  widi  the  beards  of  at 
least  thi|^«8even  sea^lions»  and  which  would  be  worth 
^bty  roubles  at  Oonalaahka,  ifckoniiig  by  £urq^ 

ThBi  women  for  the  most ,  part  go  barefixyted. 
Th^  wear  braoekte  of  glav  bead^  just  above  the  wrist 
and  ankle-joints,  i^m  very  fond  of  ringi  upon  their 
fi^gsrs.  The  tl^ck  iqparsc  1^  of  the  mqi  is  kfr  com- 
monly hanging  lank  and  wild  about  the  head.  The  ifo* 
men  comb  the  hair  of  ilieiront  half  of  the  head  over  the 
lorehead,  and  cut4t  off  in  a  strait  line  directly  above  the 
eyes»  tying  it  up  together  behind  in  one  large  bunch. 

A  mode  of  omqmeiU  which  appeipn  very  slrai^  ts 
us  £urcx)eanS|  ana  which  indeed  daily  decreases  in  use 
among  thit^  islanders,  is  the  boring  theiinder  lip  a  lit- 
tie  b^ow  the  OMiuth,  and  sticking  various  objects 
throii^  the  9Uts  sormu^.  A  common  sort  of  orna- 
ment IS  made  of  ^bas  b^ids  somewhat  after  the  inanner 
of  our  buckles.,  ^hey  also  bore  the  nostrils,  and  stick 
Uttle  pieces  of  wood,  about  ,the  thickness  of  a  small 
quill,  through,  without  any  other  decoration.  Oo  so- 
lemn oQcasioos,. only  a^dbuMM  festivals,  they  fas- 
tm  strings  of  glass  beads  to  the  ends  of  these  pieces  of 
wood,  which  hang  over  the  mouth  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  be  very  inconvenient  in  eating.  Our  European  la* 
dies  make  only  one  hole  in  tl«  ear,  from  which  some 
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jtffio  Of  oosajr  uifUiMnc  v  flnpCMBCiy  ddt  im  ara  m 
the  Aleutitn  MiesiTO  pierced  with  hoks  all  round,  to 
wiiieh' glass  faeada  are'ftsieMd.  h  loik'g  string'  of 
beads  is  hong  tn  ^  lowiar  ptft  of  the  ear,  imirii 
80tiiietlme9fiAs  dbwn  even  to  Ae^hmlder  or  teeast, 
and  ffOond  Aenecic  is  often  worn  a  sAff  *  coibr  of  iea« 
tfier,  over  whilsb  ai&  sewn  sevdmlffowsof  glass  beads,  t 

Of  afrthe  ornaments  nsed^ibr  the  ears,  noae,  lips; 
nedr,  arms,  aMl  feet,*  none  are*  ao  iii^lv  esteemed  as^a 
sort  of  long  mosde,  commonty  callecl  aea«teetb,  tlie 
thntoBum  entaib  of  Linnaeus.  Formerljr,  when  tlie  irih 
ii^itanlB  lived  ifi  Mluenbe,  these  tubelfike  ftmnedshdli^ 
were  so  mncb  Sbught  after,  that  my  one  would  willing^ 
ly  give  three  or  four  seaiotter  skins,  that  is,  die  value  of 
a  hundred  roubles,  for  a  small  string  of  them :  at  pre*- 
sentthejr  are  satisfied  when  diey  have  merely  closing 
sofficient  to  protect  fhem  from  the  cold  «id  wet;  diejr 
can  no  longer'  thSnl^  oP luxuries  and  superflnitles. 

If^odng  was  at  one  time  very  nlucfa  in  use  among 
diem,  particutafriy  among  the  women.  The  neck, 
arms,  and  efain,  were  punctured;  and  a  «ort  of  coal-dost 
mixed  widi  mine  ndibed  in :  at  present  these  om*- 
maits  are  rare,  and  chiefiy  to  be  seen  among  the  old 
women :  the  Russians  have  made  die  young  women 
underatahd  that  they  do  not  consider  thar  beauty  as  in- 
creaaed  by  them,  and  ttuj  has  rather  brought  them  in«^ 
ditteptfrte.  It  is  remarkable,  that  wldbthe  men  seem 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  their  beards  entirely^  plucking  up 
the  hairs  by  the  roots,  the  women,  as  a  matter  of  oma:- 
ment,  have  made  themsdves  a  sort  erf**  artificaal  besffd  > 
fw  the  tattooed  chins  give  diem  at  «  little  dist^eeidn^ 
appearance  of  having  bluish  beards^ 

As  die  principal  means  of  ^nouvWignMt  among  t&r 
Aleutians  are  derived  fr6rti'huntkigand  'fishing,  so  an 
essential  pan  of  dieir  ocedpations  must  be  to  prepare 
the  implements  necessary  for  both.  Their  ^ime  is  ac« 
cordingly  no  less  devocra  to  making  their  canoes  and 
oars,  their  spears,  javelins,  iishmg'lines  and  hooks,  than, 
to  the  emjrtoynvent  of  tliese  things' when  made.  The 
fabric  ating  a  soit  of  iitdc  drums,  of  rattles  composed 
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tH  Ac  bcrfks  of  DBdby  •6f  oraMfteniSf  WMdfiiilMlB^woo^ 
en  fishes  and  vesbds  whb  figKitt  «w6d  «pm  ihem, 
ritdemodchofthdrcalM8^te^acc.fte0riy  wlwi  mej 
be  caMed  the  ateitlienwnts  of  thtir  teiaige  hours* 

The  baidarkas  ef  tlie*  Afeotians  ib  their  principal 
MarwvcrsreseiiUNeiiioseQt  tw  Mfeenunoofs  ami  u* 
kinlaQX.  They  coi^  «f  aakdefeon  cf  wMd,ovec 
which  b  siretched  i  lealhcr  oefcriny  aaadr  <rf  the  skim 
of  sea-dogs.  In  didrlbm  tfiey  aielaiig  and  namw, 
an4comnioiiljrh<rfd^oiiljrQiie  peraon;  aometioMa  tbnr 
are  made  to  hold  two,  and  very  ran^  dsee^  Each 
person  sits  Hi  a  rdamd  hole  just  fititsd  to^etiaeoftbe 
body.  It  reqtrires  a  good^eal  of  dexterity  to  man^ 
such  oanoes,  but  experksioed  navigalon  will  venture 
oat  a  consideraMe  way  to  sea  hi  iben,  even  b  vcrv 
stormy  weadier.  Scarcefyhasaboy  atli^iedhbetghtn 
year,  or  even  aometimes  not  hiore  than  hb  sfxtbi  mm 
lie  is  instructed  in  tfie  management  of  the  csnoesi  and 
in  aiming  at  a  mark  with  the  watnr  javdin*  An  old 
cluefof  OonabsMu,  whose  oonftdenoe  I  hsd  gained 
very  much,  interned  mife  that  the  making  and  msnagiag 
their  baidarkaa  ia  apiincipal  object  ef  emulation  aanong 
them.  This  chief  made  me  partikmhiify  examiiie  some 
of  the  best  constmotsd  of  them,  and  I  availfld  myidfof 
die  opportunity  to  measure  diem  exacd^,  and  invesd^ 
sate  minutely  the  mode  of  their  constmction,  a  secret 
known,  comparativdy  speaking,  to  very  few  ishnders. 

The  length  of  a  one-sealod  baidarka  ia  about  e^* 
teen  feet,  die  breadth  neatly  two  feel,  imd  ttie  he|^  a* 
bout  one  and  a  lutf/  The  keel  coiansts  commonly  of 
three  peces  of  W0od  jouied  together,  the  fimraoat  of 
which  IS  five  fan  long,  thehkidermoatlhiieeandahslL 
AnthelongandclMB'barswludi  form  the  akdetonarc 
festcnedtogelteeidierwkh  fish-bones,  or  the  tendotts 
of  sea-dogs,  and-tfae  whcde  canoe,  the  hole  cxccfilod  in 
whicbtheman  sits,  is  covered  with  ^  kaidKr,  which 
isstretdied  tight  over  if.  In  some  phieea,  whafe  tlie 
'dififrent  jneces  of  theakdeton  are  aat^ned  togedirr, 
tvit>  flat  bones  are  bound  cross-wiQfa  over'  the  joint  in 
the  inside,  and  this  tlie  chirf  assured  *  me  was  of  the 
greatest  use  in  stormy  weather.     As  the  fastenings  arc 
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a^lo  be  loMBMd  by  tkn  ikoA  of  ifac  wates,  tbtse 
boMs  oonlrihiilfi  qowtkiUy  towards  pa^venting  such  an 
inocNamiiieoce  i  but  this  art  is  not  known  to  ally  and 
is  kept  vfrjr  miich  a  secret  by  those  who  possessk. 

Agood  mw-ma^fi  «pd *  wsU*oikd  kawr  caoQein 
fair  md  calm  iv€at)isr»  or  with  a  moderate  wiodi.  aiay 
rooutti  oonstantly  in  t^  wster  tw^ve  or  fourteen  day^f 
widxHit  beiiig  ii^ured#  bill  tf  the  weadier  be  stormy, 
not  mem  than  six  di^  at  the  ntn^ost,  as  the  aeams  of 
ifae  Iwther  are  apt  to  |pw  vft^  and  let  in  the  water. 
To  keep  thebaiwrkaaui  good  GMd^n^.  they  should 
be  dfMOi  out  of  the  wascr  after  every  vgyi^ge»  aiad  laid 
tody  t^Km the  shoie.  Ifafentbemakein  the  leath^ 
by  sbikiog  upon  a  rock,  or  any  other  accident,  it  is 
6topped  with  a  pieoe  of  fleab  of  aea-dog,  or  &t  of  a 
WBale»  of  which  the  Aleutians  always  carry  a  provisiad 
widi  them»  in  case  of  such  an  emonncyy  and  it  is  die 
best  way  <^  stopping  the  leak;  it  is,  besides,  coosideved 
ao  a  piece  of  prudent  forasight  always  to  take  some 
needles  widi  lrndop*>diiead  upcm  eyeiy  vc^age,  in  case 
of  tbesr  being  wanted*  The  Aleutians  often  run  out  to 
9ea«?efi  to  a  conaidaable  distance  upon  their  hunting 
parlies^  and  then  commonly  several  go  together  in  com* 
paay,  always  cafrying  wtth  them  their  kamltakat  ^  or 
raingarmcait  If  a  heavy  storm  pomes  on,  they  bind 
two-cr  thsee  of  the  baidarkas  together,  and  thai  have 
iwdwg  to  fipsr.  The  hole  in  which  the  person  sits  has 
a  piece  of  leather  attached  to  it,  which,  on  getting  into 
tfaor  boat,  he  4^  dose  round  hia  body,  so  that  it  i$ 
impo^sibie  k§  any  water  to  get  into  the  interior  of  the 
boat* 

In  asy  opinioo,  these  haidarkas  ere  the.  best  means 
yet  (fiacovered  by  mwkipdtto  gofrcnn  place  to  place^ 
ekher  i^poo  the  deraestor.the ^^llowfst  water,  m  the 
^l^blteat,  aarieat,  ana  safest  manner-  possible^  I  do  not 
spead^  hmof  gimt  voyagesi^  though  the  Aleutians  will 
go  ia  them  from  Kodi^  to  Silcha,  that  is,  from  lati- 
tude ST't  lof^titade  153^,  la  latitude  56"^,  longitude 

Besides  these  baidai4cas»  v  ith  one,  two,  or  three  se;ats, 
the  Aleutians  jo^ke.  a  sort  oflar{;eoncn  leather  boat, 
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^"fjftled  a  baidar,  wIh^  wiM  hcM  fiftieen'or  tiMn^pelwtis. 
These  boots  vft»  fbrmeriy  the  common  propm)rtfa 
ivhole  vHlage,  but  they  are  now  all  in  the  pos^eSrfMi  of 
the  Russio- American  Cotnpany,  and  are  used  bf  Aiem 
in  their  ordinary  business;  as,  for  escample/ fdr  tow* 
ing  trunks  of  trees  on'  shore,  fat  carrying  goods  to  diid 
from  their  ships  at  their  arrival  or  departure^  or  fAr  WW* 
ing  home  a  whale,  when  one  has  been  kilkd. 

The  TsUsa  md^e  the  weoden  adceietona  of  tfie  boils, 
and  prepare  the  skins  wirti  whidi  tHey  are  to  be  ecM^ered; 
the  latter  are  sewed  together  by  the  women.  The  ar- 
rows,  cr  rather  javelins,  with  ^hich  they  msdte  ivar 
upon  the  whales,  sea-otters,  sea-dogs^  and  birdi^^  aire 
also  made  by  the  men,  and  are  x&  difierent  forma '  And 
i^izes,  according  to  the  objects  against  which  tii^'ire 
to  be  directed,  llie  most  remarkable  thing  is^diat 
they  in^e  not  shot  irom  a  bow,  but  slung  from  H  "Bttle 
ptatik,  Tier  are  they  poimed  with  a  quill. 

The  pfonks  from  which  tfiey  are  throwti  are  i^bout 
dghtecR  inches  long  and  two  inches  broad  ;  ahd  in 
order  that  the^vcapon  may  be  heW  the  ftster,'4i^  have 
a  sort-of-handfe  attlie  lower  end,  and  an  opening  ttlioiigh 
which  tl)e  fore-finger  is  thrust  At  the  odier  enS  %» a 
smsH  channel,  into  ^  hich  the  javelin  fits  V^itk  a  IMe 
knob,  Mhich  servr^  to  retain  it.  When  the  javl^  is 
to  be  tlnt>wn,  the  plank  is  held  horizontally,  and  tlie'iSto 
being  taken,  the  weapon  is  directed  With  the'WiMfe 
'  finj;er  and  thumb  :  this  is  done  witli  so  much  dexleilty, 
and  the  motion  given  to  it  is  so  powerful 'and^o-ni{My 
that  the  object  at  which  it  b  aimed  is  rarely  miriid  : 
even  whales  are  killed  without  any  other  weapon.  •  The 
javelins  designed  %t  sea-otters,  sea-dogs,  sea-lfclis^^d 
birds,  are  only  pointed  with  bone^j  but  for  wbaiei)  Ihl)^ 
nre  pointed  ^Tth  ^cona  dfUnHt^  <*  sikx  ohidumuh-  ' 

When  the 'Aleutians  see  a  iirtiale  they  fofiow  ^i^ki 
iheir  boats,  watching  for  the  nidmtot  vAvtn  he  raiateS'his 
gigantic  head  above  the  i^  ater  to  bre^the^,  and  Aeii  en- 
deavour to  wound  him  with  tlmr  javelins  near  tlie'firont 
f:n.  If  this  is  done'eflFrGtually,  the  c^ature  begins  to 
^vrithe  and  rage  furiously;  till  tnf  degrees  he  grows  feiint 
mk\  exhausted  with  tlie  loss  of  blood.*    The  Aleutian 
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then  retime  perpelua%  dii(iM^ 
to'  watch  for  the  monster  floa^dpg  dead  upon  the  suriace 
of  die.  water ;  or  if  a  strong  wind  bbws  towards  land, 
he  watclies  along  the  nighbouring  coast  for.hm  being 
blown  thitber»  and  then  collects  the  whole  village  to* 
getber,  to  draw  him  on  to.  tlieir  dwellings,  where  be  is 
cut  up. 

Tbt  point  of  tlie  javerui,  whicli  is  commonly  found 
in  the  wound  that  ocpasioned  die  death  of  tiie. animal,  is 
a  testimony  to  whom  the  fisli  of  right  belongs ;  for 
every  Aleutian  has  some  peculiar  mark  by  which  his 
weapons  are  distinguished  from  those  of  his  neighbours* 
Fprmierly,  according  to  die  laws  of  the  country,  when  a 
whale  was  taken,  the  chief  of  the  village,  die  person  by 
whom  it  was  kiUed,  and  every  individual  of  the  society 
had  his  regular  portion  assigned  to  him ;  but  at  present 
the  Rvissio- Anuarican  Company  claim  a  half  for  them«* 
selves^  smd  leave  the  Aleutians  to  setde  the  divbion  of 
the  isst  as  wellas  they  can*  The  fins,  the  fat,  the  tonguer 
the  jaw-boms,  the  entrails,  the  tendons,  and  some 
of  tt»e  bones,  are  the  parts  of  a  whale  that  are  of  value ; 
the  flesh,  properly  so  called^  b  of  no  usCy'and  b  thrownr 
away* 

Many  Aluetlans  employ  themselves^  in  their  leisuie 
hours,  widi  cutting  out  from  the  teeth  of  the  sea-cow 
litde  figures  of  men,  fish,  sea-otters,  sea-do^,  sea-cows, 
birds^  and  other  objects,  which  they  do  in  a  nuinner 
that  appears  very  extraordinary,  consideiing  that  the 
sea-cow's  teeth  are  much  harder  dian  ivory,  and  that 
they  have  no  proper  toob  to  work  with.  It  was  for- 
merly supposed  that  these  figures  were  objects  of  re- 
ligion, but  they  are  clearly  qot  so* 

The  women  and  girls  are^^ijpbyed  in  summer  in 
cleaning  fish,  and  hanging  ihem  up. to  dry,  and  in  coU 
fecting  berries  and  roots  foe  winter  stores.  They  also 
sew  the  skins  tqgtthcr,  for  coveriqg  the  baidarkas,  make 
clothes,  boots,  and  shoes,  dmw  thread  from  the  nerves 
and  tendons  of  the  whafos  and  rein-deer,  make  slings  for 
the  ja\  dins,  and  hooks  fur  aagUng.  In  all  their  diifer- 
ent  kinds  ot  sewipg  work,  they  display  prodigious  dex- 
terity :  the  mode  of  sewing  is  very  dimtent  for  differ- 
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ent  objects.  The  rain  gsrmentoiniadedr^  entnibof 
sea-dc^s,  for  instance,  must  be  sewed  in  a  very  diflbent 
way  from  the  garments  of  birds'  skins :  aaoAer  sort  of 
work  is  necessary  for  sewii^  together  the  dcins  tfial 
cover  the  baidars  and  baidark^ ;  and  still  another  iisr 
making  the  boots.  At  their  leisure  hoiurs,  particnhnrly 
in  long  winter  evenii^s,  the  women  make  fine  mats, 
little  baskets,  suid  pocket<-bockS|  of  straw,  which  are 
woven  together  with  so  much  rqpabtfity,  and  m  such 
symmetrical  figures,  that  they  mi^ht  be  supposed  the 
work  of  very  skilful  European  artists. 

Though  these  people,  thensibre,  muM  m  general  be 
allovved  to  be  little  cultivaled,  some  taste  for  the  besuti* 
ftil  ca«x)i  be  denied  them.  They  besides  dye  straw^ 
leather,  and  other  objects  for  ornaments,  widi  very 
fine  and  gay  colours,  using,  for  want  of  better  materials, 
urine  mixed  with  a  variedr  of  dife^ent  things,  acconling 
to  the  colour  wanted.  They  also  use  urine  with  a  verjr 
good  e&ct  fix*  many  other  purposes,  particdariy  in 
washing,  as  a  substitute  for  soap-lees. 

.Their  religion  consists,  like  that  of  most  uncivilized 
notions,  in  suflcffsdtion  and  a  bdief  in  €hano%  Many 
of  them  have  been  baptized,  ud  aic  nominaBy  pmfes* 
SOTS  of  the  Russio-Oreek  faidi,  of  wMch,  however,  th^ 
undeistand  nothing  more  than  making  t^rign  of  the 
cross^  Theie  is  nq«uch  thing  among  them  as  anec* 
desiastic,  or  a  house  of  prayer ;  and  tbe  smaD  mmiber 
of  ChrisUttis  established  here,  have,  in  genml,  given 
such  very  indifierent  specimens  of  the  mondity  d  tbe 
nadon  to  which  they  belong,  Aat  the  natives  can  faard^ 
have  any  great  belief  in  the  benevolent  inAuenoe  wUd 
th^are  tdd  the  Christianrriigion has  over  mankind. 

They  have  no  marriage  ceremony :  the  mamage 
consists  solely  in  an  a^eement  between  the  parties  to 
live  together -as  inaniaMi  wife.  <  The  immberof  wives 
depends  entirely  upon  the  pieasuic  of  the  husband^  and 
he  commonly  chooses  to  have  as  maiqr  as  he  can  con* 
veniendy  maintain.  Jf .  bis  means  ^tcxtaacy  he  sends 
first  one,  then  another  back  to  dieir  parents  r  and  these 
women  become  perfectly  at  liberty  to  seek  out  ctbrr 
husbands.    Sometimes  the  same  woman  lives  with  tiro 
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biisbattdd^dhD  agkw  aindiig  tllem^^  con- 

ditioii&  on  which  they  ate  to  ^ipre  her ;  and  it  is  not  un- 
coiUQion  for  flten  to  make  ah  exchange  of  wives.  Boys^ 
if  diey  hapjieiil  to  be  very  handsome,  are  offen  brought 
opendfely  iti  the  manner  of  gh*ls,  and  instructed  in  aH 
the  arts  women  use  <o  jiSease  men.  Their  beards  are 
CateAdh  phicksed  out  as  sbon  as  they  begin  to  appear^ 
md  dieir  chin^  tattooedlike  ft  ose  of  the  women.  They 
wear  ornaments  (if  glass  beads  upon  tfieir  legs  and  arms^ 
bind  and  cut  their  hair  in  the  same  manner  as  the  wo« 
men,  and  supply  Aeit  placed  with  the  men  as  concu^ 
binedL  This  shocking^,  Uhhatursl,  and  immoral  prac-. 
tice,  has  obtained  here  e^dn  ftom  the  remotest  times  t 
nor  baveatay  mtesures  hithmo  been  tsftcn  to  repress  and 
lestrain  it  i  sQcb  men  ait  known  under  the  name  of 
Schopatia; 

The  bodies  of  the  dead,  especiaUy  di^  men,  were  for- 
merly incnrred  in' places  set  apart  for  the  j^urpose,  md 
mth  particyhttt  eeremonies.  Tbdr  best  javeluis  and! 
clothe^  widi  a  portidli  of  train-oil,  and  other  articles  of 
foody  wefe  laid^th  diem  hi  the  gfave ;  and,  sometimes 
even  slaves  of  both  sexes  were  slaughtoed  upon  the 
occasteu  These  customs  are  now,  however,  eodrely 
had  a^de. 

The  Aleutfatna  tire  not  addicted  to  smoking,  but  are 
passioAately  fond  of  snu£  They  will  work  for  a  whole 
day  at  ttie  haidett  labour,  to  get  a  single  leaf  of  tobacco 
as  their  wages,  Wd  when  owiined,  they  prepsre  it  for 
use  trjr  griraing  it  to  powder  in  a  mor4r  made  of  the 
bodies  ol  whales,  mixings  it  with  asnes  and  water. 
Bnudf  b  hett  very  scarce,  so  that  the  misuse  of  it 
IS  neooMrily  rare ;  but  the  people  are  very  anxious  to 
moeure  it  whenever  a  ship  arrives  from  Ochotsk  or 
KamsdMka.  *"  ' 

Dandng'ia  joat  of  die  most  &i«mrift  anjuimnents  of 
the*  coDiitr}*,  add  during  our  stay  a  daiicing^  festival  was 
nvcn  by  the  aoperinlMdent  of  the  Itussio-Amdican 
Company.  Theaancers^both«xes  assembled  ib  the 
open  air  dressed  in  thdr  best  clothes,  m^  richly  Ofms- 
mented  head-dresses,  such  as  iire  only  used  upon  like 
Sfliemnities.    The  music  consisted  in  a  little  drum, 

X  X 


whi^  beat  the  roeasurey.  and  wa?  acqpmrankdL^w^ 
singing,  an^^^tfTa  ratdc  made  of  the  blwkr  dri^  sea- 
dog  filled  witfi  pease  or  ^ftu^  pebblesu  Tt^  only,  mo- 
tion of  die  few  ^persons  t\1io  danced  at.  the  same  fime 
consisted  in  a  sort  df  hop^  the  performer  scarce^  moving 
from  the  pbce  he'  had  nrst  taken.  V/h^  one  'dT  the 
dancers  was  tired  he  withdrew,  and  anotha:  stepped  for- 
ward immediately  into  his  place.  If  any  one  wished  to 
dance  who  had  not  a  proper  garment  for  the  occjiuoii^ 
he  borrowed  one«  with  the  he^d-dress,  from  one.Of  tbc 
party  who  had  retired,  and  threw  it  mpresence  of  a& 
'the  spectators  over  his  usual  clothes.  Toere  seemed  no 

Sardcular  exertion  of  strength,  and  no  expression  ia 
lis  shhple  dance,  yet  the  movement  was  of  a  nature 
that  evidently  soon  exhausted  the  dancer^.  The  masks, 
which  earlier  travellers  observed  thsese  people  to  wear 
at  thett*  festivals,  seem  now  entirely  laid  aside. 

Our  stay  was  too  short  to  admit  of  our^xamioiog 
\rith  ^eat  accuracy  an  island  in  many  pdnts  of  view 
so  well  deserving  of  examination*  Tlie  fiirs  are  the 
primary  sodrce  of  riches  to  the  country »  and  H  ^  ^^ 
known  that  these  were  the  objects  which  first'  niducod 
the  Russians  to  form  a  setdement  upon  it '  The  black 
and  silver-grey  fox,  the  river  and  marsh^otter,  are  the 


principally  collected.  The  valuable  aea-ottoif 
which  were  formerk  taken  in  such  abundancei  diat  in 
one  voyage  several  thousands  might  be  obtamed,  are 
now  so  much  diminished  in  numbers,  that  scarcel|r  nioit 
than  between  two  and  three  hundred, can  be  procured 
aiinually^  Birds  of  passage,  with  sea  and  marah  bird^ 
are  to  tie  found  in  great  abundance,  and  it  is  very  pro^ 
bable  tliat  in  a  longer  stay,  and  with  a  more  accurate  in- 
vestigation, many  new  species  of  birds  and  fishes,  as 
well  as  other  marine  jprodiictions,' might  be  discaverdL 
Merely  in  the  neighboucfaood  dT  Illuluk,  ^d  in  the 
route  from  Sea-Otter  Bay  to  that  place,  I  found  the  fol- 
lowing plants,  some  of  which  were  of  the  common 
^cies,  some  entirely  new. 

• 

AcInUea*  Anemofie  nardssifiorOiiiU' 

Ahra  grandiflora.  Jiseus.  ^ 

/tfidromeda^  aiiew  ^lecies.  Arnica^  a  new  species. 
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dIrfMstti,  a  new  species,    ilfimti&^y  a  nevr  species. 
Aster  J  a  new  species.  Pobfp^dSlum  vulgaris. 

Arbutus  Uva  Ursu  Phleum  ruthenkum. 

Marim^  a  new  specks^      *  Polygonum^  a  new  species. 
Can^Htnub.  .         Pbntw^ 

Comus  Canadertiis.  *  Primvm  saMfiragc^fb&um^% 

Cerastium.  new  species. ' 

Gdi/tmiqf  a  new  species.    Pediculcarisj^L  new  specjes. 
Cbrex,  a  new  Species.     .     Pulm(frtari^ 
Mmjfetrum  nigrum.  ^    .      Pingkioilof 
£rtfsifnum.  .  .    Pt/rohj  ja  new  8pecie$/  , 

JSpiMnum0  Jnrola  roUa^JhUa^ 

CWwm,   '  \*   ^^'TatentiMpukhra^^^Tit)l9 

Geranium^   '  *  •  species^ 

Oeum  rotufU^oRumf  a  new  Pctef$tiUa,  a  new  species, 
species.  Rhododendnm  XamsehatU 

Mmus  boreabf.  .  own. 

Hteroaunu  *  *  XtSus. 

Iris.  '    .      '  iSfaffiw,  a  new  sqiecies. 

lio^^yrum,  a  new  Species.  ^  S^a:^.'  ; 

J^tfcopoAim  A^nmm.         Sagcifraga^  a  new  species. ; 
jAXnuta  bareabs.'  '  ^ngwsaria. 

JJSum  JSamschatikum.       Facctmum.  \ 
Xjupims  nutkttiisnris^    '       Veromia. 
JLatkyrus.  Fiola.  a  new  species. 

feV,  6fe.  &fc.  ♦ 

—    ■ 

.  ^  Many  strfkiiiRrf  iind  in  aeYtral  remeets  fery  interesting,  ot»- 
tenralioni  upon  this  iilftBd,  vitl  be  found  ki  several  pltfces  ih 
^m^cktff*%  t^ht  yA»«*  TVttvflty  p^iticqlarljr  from  {ffge-  Iff 
toirioflheLeipstckedidQiL  ,     j 
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CHAPTER  nif 
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I>etcriptum  of  the  JdUt^r  Iskmd.^^^  MgliilfdB^ 
tmry^^The  JnhalMm»9k^77wir  Manner  W  Cwh 
toms.^Tki!fr  £e6gu>>^^  «/*  thf  ^untei 

Stay.—Depariyrejrim  KoMc  ami  Ampdm  ^i^ 
Jblk  Sound,     *      .     - 

On  the  twcnty-fiiit  of.^ly  wewattritofpltoiw^ 
at  DluL^k,  afte^  t»kir^  If^fp  of  the  jKreetw  LminfiQff 
and  Iu8  viiSt  and  df^ud4|^by  «4wvt^m^  \ffi^V»ai^ 
hoc^it^ly  Ott^r^fW^.  W  ^  pummjl  |)k  .  ai^ 
over  land  to  Sea^OQa  Bw^  »d  aa  it.a^tHi^W 
entirely  by  day/  we  cquj^  ranff9  th^  ccmtB^  -^oond 
much  better  than  vi*  qqc  arriviGij.»  It  if  iq  yw^ftfti 
staUy  piqtuijQsaae^  Imnany  placea  wefoanf|.by*dr 
aide  of  the  tiiidiy  foi^'ipa^  |t  can  harfly  be  called,  so  in^ 
perfecdy  is  it'  beaten,  large  stoneJiesE^  of  granite  and 
jipiplQi3);^wbid^9Qnra4M giiMw to  iqdWMP <be wMe; 
.tfaeae*  Qaacoduttt  <)£tfiadaafcnftni  lahcii  wa*  paBaodw 
vrajcfa^focay  weittnot-tobe  dM^fl^TOhedL 
L^rinranoff  had  s^ven  us  a  small  cuk  ftilt  of  bcrrieStS 
salted  and  smok^  goose,  a  pasty  of  fidi,  and  a  lean 
lifun,  the  best  however  among  her  stores,  as  a  little  (lo* 
*  vision  for  our  voyage :  all  dieae  were  carried  by  the 
aailors  «id  Aleutians  on  board  the  ship ;  the  htfter  ser- 

vedus  also  as  guides.    I  scarcely  saw  any  land  turds 
.  the  whole  way ,  and  excepting  a  aewvftmi  of  an  uobiovo 

flneoies^  which  I  also  saw  afterwards  in  Siberia,  not  a 
single  insect.  We  reached  the  ship  before  the  evening 
Qlosed  in. 


.  Achpge  was  w(»WfMdeift^htf>gtaWd  intorohte 
enw  that  we  luii  brought  with  ii$  kom  Kamsohatka : 
those  w^Q  woie  ^  mtet  ofllicied  «4th  the  aoan^y  and 
iHMible  to  work  weft  left  bchM»  and  tiieir  places  wem 
fiupplird  1);^  some  of  the  heahhiest  jroung  men  from  the 
act^eipept*  Our  qftiiMiUMiider,  Ueuienant  Mas^^ 
been  attentive  to  procuring  fresh  provisions  for  the  crew« 
andatttlieei»&ofdie«QQunlfy  round  had  received  or. 
daratobiiR|^a»w«Ghliwh  fish  on  board  as  time  ind 
cireimtlwiccfi  would  permit  •  Nbt£tf  from  theaoehor* 
iag*plaaft  ferygwd water  waalbjund,  bM  it  was  bytm 
mmi$  pnawiblr  to  pnacuro firewood ;  fortitnaidy,  hoac 
aver,  wolaad  die  preaal^  lo  brings  a  atoek  widi  ua 
Qoai  Kamaahatha*'' 

On  dr  feUofwo^  day  we  aiHled  from  Sea-Otler  Bay* 
but  bad  scarcely  dcaradit,  and  reached  the  neigbbouri^ 
hood  of  Ugakban^  er  Ji&achooi,  diat  is  to  say  £gg^ 
i!d8H(  eo  eaHedf  fim  the  num^ 
dne  to  auiha  ^k  neate,  Aaa  a  atsong  east*  windsprang 
«p»  wldob  sendorad  it  io^HmSHe  to  g^  ihtopen  sea^ 
Wt  were  thaieibra  coaapdled  Tatber  le  ron*  %i«o  the  htrt' 
bowof  lUiihdit  diae  to  ircntwe  ourselves  with  a  i^ery 
badaaittmwaarl,  perhaps  for  aeverd  di^s^aaMHigrookjr 
iilaDdi^  m& sport  of  tte winds aed  wwe9»  Wesuo^ 
eeedod  perfectly  in  thecaeatftion.of  ourfna^fioseby  the 
assistaAoe  of  abrytehetfs  excdksnt  charts;  through 
dMsa  «er  wpor  cnmd,  te  a.Mry  dark  night,  betweert 
ibe  awcsmgr'SMaeid  aod  twenty^ddrd,  te  nm  into  the 
badmin  Q|]aeweBeauttnedtttlthet^«ii^*fifth».wheii 
thewmdbeccMiog'fiivoqraUe,  we  wateagatn'SftaUsd* 
to  pmrto  asft.  Theountntoftfaesea^andtheebb^and 
flow,  are  wvyelroiig  and  inegidaramo^ 
idaw(ls»ttid  deserve  the  partkuilar  atiernkti  of  evcrj^ 
fltaananb  .-. 

On  the  twmty^filUbwe  finally  quitted  the  coast  ol 
Qanalashka, aad  paased  the  nearest  islands  tofhceast^ 
those  off  Akutah)  Awatanok,  Tigaida,  Ugamok,  and 
BoduskL  On  the  twenty«scveiith  we  came  in  sight  of 
the  Schumachin  Islands  to  tlie  north.  This  group  was 
diacovtfedin  1741  by  Captains  Bc^hringand  TschtrU' 
koff,  and  was  call-d  wu^t  a  saHor  of  the  name  of  Schu-^ 


SSa  i^rj^%  to  iohtAU^ 

matHAn,  ivliotl^lMiiiedononedfAMi:  ito&uUkd 
ihirteeii  or  ftertecn,  and  stretditt  fiom  about  the  fiffy. 
fiMi  degree  6[  northern  latitude,  and  ooehuadKdtnd 
9ixty.first  of  iv«tem  longitude,  to  die  ndghboutteod  of 
the  peninsula  of  AMtsa.  The  pfincniia  qf  them  tit 
I7n^,  Nagai,  Scfaumadiinskaia,  TankkidL,  and  Na- 
nsik. 

*  The  fbloiii4ng*  aHemoon,  in  hdtude  55^  4ty>'long^« 
tude  a(M2<^,  n^  saw  a  very  danMroua  inatttalDd  rock,  and 
aoon  after  discerned  the  Islanq  of  Ukamok  mte  toutfa- 
east:  tldsbetongstoagmupcdtedbjrflieBaMiBnsdie 
Cwdokijiftian  Islands.^  To  thesamegroufibdoilg 
Semida,  Atlniak,  SutdAiivi,  awdaewml  other  amtdlcr 
islands,  stretching  more  to  the  nordi»wesraMig  the 
coast  of  Ahksa*  A  aoudl-west  irmd,  whic^  ltd  wn* 
tinued  for  some  days,  now  became  so  strongs  Alt  to** 
wards  evenfaig,  driven  by  that  and  the  waves,  W  per- 
ceived ourselves  in  danger  of  beii^  driiven  upoa  fJin- 
mok,  aind  the  whole  group  was  pa»d  bf  neoeariCyatt 
ter}'  little  ^stance  to  the  south-east  <tf  tftis  Mack  ft)Gk| 
islamd;  a  situation  of  no  small  danger  to  u& 

Almost  all  these  isknds  lying  to  the  dootfa  of  Akksa 
are  not  inhiMted  by  iiuman  bekiga»  but«etba  resort 
df  immense  numbers  of  sea^togs,  sea-Hons;  aiiB  m- 
fowl  of  various  kinds.  They  ai^  vi^ted  oecMonaDy 
by  hunting  partiea  from  Oonolashka,  Uhimak,  MbSbsHj 
Kodiak,  and  other  islands.  Sannak,  or  laannak,  done 
is  r^uirarly  inhabited  by  some  Aleudans,  wb(i»  vpoa 
^  wkote,  as  I  was  repeatedly  assureiL  kad  hqppier 
Rves  than  most  of  tiu^e  people,  as  ihey  are  notsoiAudh 
imder  the  imfnediite  hifluenee  of  the  Rusab-Ameii- 
ean  Company,  and  consequemly  are  kMfiequently  visi- 
%!d  Inr  die  Promiischlen9cs.«  This  island  Ms  betiveen 
die  fifty-iburth  and  fifty-ftfth  degrees  of  nordi^m  bd- 
tude,  and  about  the  liimdred  and  siKtieth  of  western 
kxi^tude,  to  the  south-east  of  the  atrails  of  Aessme 
name,  which  separate  the  island  of  UnimsdL  from  the 
peninsula  of  Aluksa :  it  b  aboi|t  twelve  sea-mtfes  in 

«  • 

'  *  Promusehleiitkt  is  the  name  gi%'to  by  the  Rufnsas  to  iii< 
people  employe^  iu  collecting  the  fe{B.*   ^   . 


t 
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leMdi*  Tht  oMmcq  to  ^  9Miti  ^  'Jmmh 
msg  be  kitfHiini  hsf  the  Uttk  Umd  (^  IbMoki  or  IkMak, 
\jfvniR  tOr  the  iwth  of  iu 

We  continued  our  voynge  under  an  aIaio(il*C9(iatmt» 
\y  fevQurable  wind»  so  thet  early  on  tbit  i  wtnt>vniBth  we 
canie  m  si^t  of  two  small  idandi»  Sitohu)ak«  and  Tvt^ 
cbidokft  to  the  soutb-weat  of  Kodiak,  and  aepamted 
from  it  only,  fagr  a  very  narrow  chanad.  Soon  afier  the 
island  of  Kodiak  itedf  apoeated  in  view*  Towaida 
Qooci  wepssed  the  island  of  Sadlidok»  or  Sdpaohliukt 
uhicb  is  in  die  4Deij|hbqiirhoodof  the  factory  eatabiiahed 
upon  the  island  of  Kodiak,  by  a  merchant  of  the  namf 
of  Sdbeiikuff,  a  description  of  whicb  is  given  by  BilU 
in^  SarytcbdBTy  and  bauer.  In  later  dmes,  this  esta« 
bhshipeni  has  beep  transierred  to  the  north-east  ooasil 
of  the  i&land,  and  we  thoefoce  steeced  for  tti^  pcinf  # 
called  by  fiehring  Cape  Hermog^nes;  by  Captain 
Coolkw  .Cape  GreviUe«  This  proinontory  b  bounded  to 
the  north  by  two  small  islands,  one  of  whicb,  in  ihf 
language  oi  the  country,  is  called  Ginkil^  the  other 
Ugak.  On  die  thirty-first,  after  passing  to  the  north  of 
itt  we  arrived  in  a  spacious  bay,  scattered  ever  with  a 
number  of  islands  and  siogle  rocks,  among  which  w« 
cast  anchor,  not  far  from  the  principal  factory  of  thft 
Russio*  American  Company. 

The  present  superintendent  of  the  factory ,«a  DaflR)» 
by  name  Bander,  aa  sOon  as  he  was  informed  of  our  ar«' 
rivalyCame  on  board  to  pay  his  rei^ects  to  the  Cham^ 
bcrlain  Vofi  Resanoff.  xrom  him  the  htior  now learalt 
that  JVI.  Von  Baranofi^  the  proper  danectoc  and  si^parin*'. 
tendentof  all  the  Company's  concemsy  as.  well  in  tho 
Aleutian  Islands  as  on  the  north-west  coast  of  Americai' 
wa%  not  then  at  Kodiak :  araoe  years  before  lie  bad  ft^ 
moved  to  Skdia  (the  Noriblk-Sound  of  the£ngliah^) 
where^  aa  he  was  e^tabti^ig  a  new  factviryi  his  pre-- 

t  I  will  not  answer  for  the  right  ortbc^raphjr  and  pconunct- 
alion  of  the  names  of  these  and  a  number  of  other  islands.  Al- 
most every  mdiTiduai  hevrs  differently.  Admiral  Sarytschefl" 
writes  the  nsHie&.of  these  islands  as  above.  In  a  Russian  map 
I  find  tlma  put  down  as'Tiigijakt  and  Stftkiask  ^  synd  Saner  in 
his  XraTels  .calls  them  Tii^ak,  ^  Siktaiialu  • 


m 
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mnee  >ws  pmtifseHMiy  re<miffid«    We  riao  kmt  Atf 

diak,  and  sailed  etrly  m  ^  spmg  Ibr  SMki,  to  aw* 
M.  Von  Baranoff  in  his  undertaking; 

We-novr  dl  descended  into  the  boati  and  as  we  iqv 
proached  a  fbrMss  bfiiMcfa  the  fiMftoiyia  defended, 
Ihe  Ptetripateniiafy  of  the  Ruasio- Americafi  Compttijr 
wasaaliitad  witb  ^a  wpeaied  dticlm  ^  of  artiBctyi  and 
welcomed  wi<h  three  cheers  from  bttiicen  twenty  and 
thirty  y  otidis,  umfermly  dit»ed,  who  had  rangod  them* 
4iciveB  ^kmg  iht  paKsade.  At  the  fatfidfaig-phioe  the 
Chaiiiberiaki  was  ftedved  by  three  Rtfa^  eedesisi-^ 
tics,  accompanied  by  the  aame  you  As,  and  conducfed 
b?  diem,  the  betts  rmging  all  tlr  way,  to  iiia  efanrch. 
Iiepe  a  public  thanks^viiqg  was  ofts«d  up  by  flie  wMc 
party  for  die  happy  arrival  of  so  distingdiafaed  a  peisoo* 

A  scene  so  unexpected  made  a  fordUe  impiMsioH 
upon  my  mind,  winch  had  begun  to  be  conaidetality 
depressed  with  the  objects  and  occuifcntea  I  hid  far 
&ome  time  daily  witnessed*  It  waa  a  aingtAn:  mtxtuit 
of  fteling,  combining  repentance,  hope,  and  tharidid- 
liess  for  Imving  dnis  bf  pericrmed  my  ioumey  in  safe- 
ty. I  had  now,  in  semal  instances,  had  txx:anonto 
dbscrve^  as  well  during  our  voyage-,  as  in  the  course  of 
our  stay  at  8t.  I^nd  and  Oonalaaika,  that  dioughat 
Kamschatka  large  promises  were  made  me,  bom  in 
writii^  and  orallpr,  as  to  what  should  be  done  for  the 
promotbn  of  scteimfic  undertaking  no  alacriQr  had 
beefi  ahewn  in  fulfilfinf^  flieae  nrom»es,  ao  thitt  I  began 
almost  to  repent  havnig  unoertaken  the  voyaee«  At 
the  same  time,  I  ooukl  not  but  be  8tru<^  with  seeing 
how  mudi  it  bin  the  power  <tf"one  man  alone  to*do  fat 
the  good  of  hb*  fcHow^ereahuts,  when  he  tfaamigbty 
understands  the  natuiu  of  the  offise  entntated  to  him, 
and  b disposed  to  use  hb^iower  to  tn^ordiy  purposes. 
Since  Our  departure  from  Kamschatka  my  mind  had 
been  very  much  overcome  by  the  nunmer  in  which  I 
saw  the  lives  of  the  PromiiaeUaiil^  ported  whh.  I 
bad  sttfiered  from  the  change  of  food,  from  constraint 
and  baffled  hopes,  and  above  all,  I  ftlt  auoh  repugnance 
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to  tbeMenes  oT  tmror  M^icb  seemed  to  be  in  stoit  for 
ipe,  Aal  1  htA  atmost  resolved  to  shut  myself  up  in  ray 
chamber,  lest'  by  commonicffiion  I  shoyld  come  at  last 
to  be  like  ^lose  by  whom  I  was  princi[HiHy  suirotinded.^ 
fn  'Captain  Kriaefiaterfi)  and  the  other  companions  of 
our  vo3^age  on  board  the  Nadesehdai  I  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  the  society  of  upright  and  enlighteBed  friends, 
wft»e integrity  aecimedtb  prepare  forme  the  happiest 
|iroat)cfets  with  respeortothe  future.  - 

Afier^Ae  aeH^iee  M  the«hureli  WM  over,  M  Bander 
invMf  ustoMs  house,  Where  the  good  dieer  set  before 
us  dmo$t  made  us  forget  that  we  were  now  at  cHe 
tnoath  'Of  Cook's' HiiFer,  as  -it  iy  called.  A  delicious 
soup,  good  b(Mf,  pulse,  ekceilent  fish,  and  pastry,  sweef* 
tneatSi  (Mts,  and  ^eVersI  other  European  dishes,  to 
wUch  we  bid  long  been  whdhr  unaccustomed,  filled 
us  wMi  tttoniAment,^  «id  disfjajted  lo  us  in  Wronger 
ooioan  than  we  had  ^ever  before  witnessed,  the  great 
nldoe  of  "sa^scellent  a  wife  and  hoaaewifeas  we  found 
in  Majfame  Sander. 

inr  ^  aftemoon  we  went  out -td  take  a  Mirwy  of  Ae 
txamiy,  Md  the  estaUtshment  under  M.  Bander's  care. 
Avoyneat  liouse,  whidi  Captam  Lisiansky  hadem- 
jfloyed  his  aaflofs  in  bulkling  the  year  before,  was  'allot- 
ted to  die  Chamberlain  ;  the  rest  of  us  could  only  be 
acoommodaied  wfthcaoh  a  very  smril  and  poor  apart- 
ment. ^ 

KoAak,  KadjAk,  or  Kuktak,  diat  is  to^say,  the  Great 
Uand,  is  the  largest  of  aU  the  islands  that  Ke  to  die 
north,  between  America  and  A»«.  Including  the  smsdl 
sufftimnding  islands,  it  stretches  from  latitude  56^  45' 
norfh,  loD^tude  J  51^  SO"  west,  to  latitude  58*^35', 
lon^ilude  153^  SO'.  It  has  been  known  to  the  Russians 
ever  since  the  year  1750^  Many  speculative  merchants 
finm  Ochotsk  had  viuted  the  iabnd  for  die  aake  of 
fitfs,  between  tilt  years  1760  and  1770,  till  at 
Icaigth  ^kegory  Scheltkofl^  a  merchant  of  Irkutsk, 
tfacmg^t  of  estam^ii^a  Ru^Mtn  factory  here. 

By  degrees  he  reduced  under  hb  power  this  and  the 
neighbouring  islands,  the  population  of  which  he  estt-' 
maSBd  at  t&j  thousand  persons  ;  and  embarking  a  very 
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coroiderabte  property  in  ibt  ondeilakiiiB,  had  Ae  §aun- 
dation  of  the  present  imperial  RussioJimricaa  mding 
Company*  If  it  be  allowed  dttt  SqheMkoffhad  from 
ostentation  doubled  the  number  of  the  inhabitaiilSt  die 
population  still,  at  that  time,  must  have  paaDattalto  be. 
tween  twen^r  and  twenQr*five  thousand  souk.  'So 
targe  a  population,  the  quantil^  of  i^uflble  Am  to  be 
fttocured,  die  situation  mi  natwe  of  theoountry,  a  not 
very  inho^itable  cfimate,  and  several  good  hubomsi 
naUually  ooMsioosd  this  island  to  be  picfciwd  before 
any  of  me  others,  as  dx:  aei«  of  the  priadpal  establish^ 
mpoL  The  fire«aros  of  dietievv  guesta  iV9e  too  pour* 
erful  to  be  resisted,  die  almost  defenodesa  aativea  ivne 
soon  subduedi  and  dqaived  of  tbrifc  pt'opeity  aad  jpoo* 
seswns ;  and  ever  ainos,  their  nunabers  ham  vom 
year  to  year  4X>nst»Dtlgr  decreased* 

Accordipg  to  the  Dir^tor  DdaroS^  in  1790  the  mmp 
ber  of  inhabitants  in  die  islands  of  Ko^ak,  Appok* 
iiiak,  Sachl^dok,  Schujek,  Tuckidok,  and  Sicfatttook, 
amounted  to  duee  thousand  soulsr  Aceoedpe  to  tiK 
pieseot  superintendent,  Von  Baranoff,  and  M.  Bnder, 
the  overseer  at  Kodiak,  there  are  at  present  on  the  latter 
jslandonl^  four  hundred  and  £%  men  capable  of  kh 
bour.  1  he  Lieutenant  of  the  Navy,  HagemeisleryViio 
was  at  Kodiak  in  the  year  180B,  and  asserts  Aat  ha  saw 
the  list  of  thapopo)ation  of  the  islands  amons  die  IW^ss 
of  the  Company,  says,  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  lafand 
alone  amounted  to  seven  thousand  souls.  It  a^iears 
to  me,  however,  very  strange,  tliat  the  Stewund  of  dbe 
Company  should  giye  into  the  Chambcirlainy  Voa 
Resanofi,.a  smaUer  number  than  really  existed ;  for  he 
certainly  could  not  wish  to  tepresisnt  die  popuhrtaoD  of 
the  country  to  tlus  man,  who  was  so  an^uously  inotiir- 
ing  into  the  state  .d  eveiy  tbii^  relative  to  it,  under  a 
diminished  pobt  of  view.  From  this  circomstanoey  and 
from  the  observations  I  had  myself  the  opportunity  of 
making,  I  am  incUncd  to  bdieve.  that  -the  utmost  mtn- 
ber  of  men  capable  of  working  or  hunting  is  at  present 
not  more  than  five  hpndrcd..  It;  is  vGsy  probable  that 
the  list  seen  by  Lieutenant  Hagemeister  was  one  par* 
posely  exaggerated  by  4he  Company ;  and  this  idea  is 
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atnngtemdbjr  a  Krt  of  the  pc^mbrtion  of  th^ 
ilthei)ffioeof  AevDinctors  at  Pelersburgh,  whidi 
^vea,  as  the  pOfiidadoD  of  the  whok  kkoud,  males  and 
fcmaks  iadiided,  in  the  year  17i)5»  six  thousand  fiire 
hundrad  and  nioeteai  soids ;  and  in  the  year  1804,  onljr 
fiior  Aouaand  eig^  hondred  and  tfavtjr^foor. 

But  evcB  stqiposiBg  the  number  given  by  Lieutenant 
Voo  Haflsaacistor  to  be  eonect,  v^at  is  beeome  of  the 
vest  of  the  Bky  thousand  found  here  by  Scheiikoff,  in 
17S4;  orofdbe  twenty*five  tboittand,  if  we  suppose 
him  to  have  doufafed  them?  Endrely  diffixent  modes  of 
life,  f oee^;v  oustmus  and  manners,  the  spreading  of  ua- 
UBoaly  and  in  aoanaeaass  of  ^^loUy  unknown  diseases, 
oppression,  and  ill-usage^  in  tarioos  wajFs,  particulariy 
connpidsQiy  and  Mgokm  humingopartiea,  cares  and 
aonows,  insumections,  and  many  other  circumstances 
of  a  siBnahr  kind,  have,  like  a  pestilence,  depqiuhted 
Ae  oountriea  to  an  almost  incredible  degree.  As  the 
same  ruinous  influence  still  subsists,  the  small  remans 
of  tfaeae  people  seem  to  be  threalcned  widi  total  extir- 


The  highest  hills  coiMst  duefiy  of  gramte,  covered 
with  a  very  dAi  hyer  of  soil ;  the  tower  hiUs  and  the 
diCi  upon  the  coaat  are  a  hard  schistus.    The  iafamd  b 
iomMuided  with  bays,  harbours  and  deep  creeks,  sonie 
crf'wlHcfa  run  very  fiur  into  the  haid,  andsre  so  near  to- 
gddier  Aatonly  narrow  necks  of  land  lie  between  tliem. 
Theonly  parts  of  die  island  that  are  inhabited  are  the 
coasts  and  die  banks  of  the  rivers.    As  the  inhabitants 
depend  upon    die  water  principally  for  the  means  of 
satisfying  die  chief  neoessities  of  life,  they  can  only  fix 
their  habitations  m  the  neighbouriiood  of  it.    Ttiecfi- 
maie  is  better  than  mi^  be  expected  in  so  high  a 
northern  latitude ;  the  principal  reason  of  this  is,  that 
dK  islsnd  is  sheltered  by  the  high  mountains  to  the  math- 
uordi^cast,  and  west,  upon  die  continent  of  America 
aoA  the  peninsob  of  Alaksa.    These  mountains,  which 
are  covered  with  eternal  snow  and  ice,  enclose  the  isbnd 
like  a  b^^  waU,  and  protect  it  from  the  cold  and  pierc* 
ing  winds  of  those^uarters.    Tlie  winters  are  frequent- 
ly so  mUd  in  the  low  parts  of  Kodiak,  that  the  snow 
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dots  not  Ke  ttpon  ^  grMddftr ttiytaigtfiof tine, 
nor  18  any  thing  Tike  sefcre  goU  fek. 

The  soil  m  the  loir  psits  is  fertile^  prodaciog  fpus 
abimtoitljr,  snd  yttry  well  suited  to  the  liwdh«;  off  cat* 
tte.  TbeCon^isny haire  abootlhic^  or  teqr md  of 
homed  catdefaerr,  a  number  of  hogs,  iriiMi,  fikodsoie 
at  OoQdashkSt  are  fiod  vpon  ftrii,  and  sone  gooto. 
Sheep  migfat  undoubtedly  also  be  fiHl^  and  tfaeg^  woirid 
pfobaUy  uvive  exoeedingly. 

The  few  expcranents  thstlnve  been  suMle  vat  onhi* 
vatiBg  com  have  not  aMcceeded,  as  Ae  plants  hove  na 
up  very  high  in  the  stmw,  but  fanvewiy  abort  cvsi  and 
jndded  very  litde  grain  ;  this  sa|icrsbundt  growth  is 
ascribedtothe  soil  bmg  too  At.  PotaloeaMd  oilHr 
culinary  vegetables  dmve  exoae^ntfly^  yet  wt  mm  no 
kitchen- gardens  excepting  that  of  m*  Bander*  nflaiy 
sorts  of  pube,  for  instance  pease  and  heans^  win  yidd 
fruit  duni^  die  suamnri  but  tiie  seeds  will  Mt  ripen 
for  winter  stores. 

.  The  inhatutantadiflar  very  litde  from  tihoae  of  Oona* 
lashka.  The  men  are,  in  general  somewhat  taHer  laad 
more  robust,  but  are  un&ubtsdlycf  theaimomot. 
Thdr  hnguaae  b  somewhat  difbeat^bttt  tfarirmaottcn, 
ouatoms,  modes  of  fife,  food,  and  cbdui^^  avealmott 
entirely  the  same.  Their  habitations  are  in  •dmr  moat 
essentttl  features  like  those  ofthtodicr  Aleutians;  the 
principal  variation  is^thatther  are  more  s|iacioua>  aaad 
that  more  wood  is  used  m  building  than ;  tfaa  en- 
truice  is  not  m  die  roof ,  but  on  the  aide ;  it  is,  howouer, 
commonly  sosmaD,  that  die  people  are  ob^gsdl  to 
cmwl  in  upon  their  handa  and  fcneea.  bstead  of  a 
door,  aframe  with  the  skin  of  a  aea-dog  ataWMted  over 
it  is  placed  befaretfae  opemng.  These  hots,  haff  taank 
into  the  earth,  and  destmite  of  stoves,  prataot  die  inh»* 
bituits  Tciy  suficisntly  from  dK  cold  of  winter. 

The  pnnc^al  gannent  of  the  people  of  *K/idiak» 
which  they  call  a  konagen,  is  of  the  same  form  as  that 
worn  by  the  other  Aleutians,  and  is  arade,  likC'tfieirs, 
of  9c;a-dogs  skin,  or  of  tlie  skins  of  sea-fov^4,  particular- 
ly the  afca  m-ctica^  aiea  cirrhata  and  pel0canu$  urHe. 
But  as  Kcxiiak  is  ricli^r  in  natural  producdons  thu  the 
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othivirindi  Ifk^aMM  to  tht  wtst»  tfat  iohahitenfe  dwi 
xnoBe  itsouroes  for  satisfying  iheir  wants ;  tbey  mJk^ 
vaCf  far  esmple,  of  benr«wiw£or  their  dresses,  and 
iiae  aho  the  entaib  €f  bcBTSi  as  well  as  of  sea^do^  for 
dnr  SMi  garmcits*  Instead  of  the  wooden  caps  worn 
at  Qoaalaihka»  Ihcy  maju^  facad*dresse$  of  straw  and 
bsric  of  taaea^  whkb  ar^  wd¥«i  tq^tbtf  vecy  ingenious* 
Ijr^Mddfcdia  yaricmiivigw  wixh  difi^oit  Goloujrc4 
ochfo* 

TfaasUt  i»  the  noder-li^and  the  omameots  of  glass 
bods  aadaHMoieHriicHs  m  tbe  nostrUs  and  ears,  the  tat- 
tocHg  of  the  Aia  aad  mek,  aod  ipaoy  odier  costocnsin 
iiiiiehd»ae  fMfdc  fanwrly  todc  great  delight,  are  now 
ranfyaem.  la  tfae  state  <^  omir^asion,  and  consequent 
dcpwaaion  of  mindiiiiider  whicb  they  live,  all  taate  fox 
famcrobjacia.of  |»le«Mife  gradually  vafiishes;  they 
atslU  hfO/mmXf  aometiHiiQa  dye  their  &ocs»  rubbingthem 
with  ciil^  nd  choTtor  other  sorts  of  eaitli^  of  diflbrent 
ctslomk 

The  haiiarkaB  aw  oamm^ed  iti  the  same  ntanncr  as 
thoae  «b«M^  dwmbedt  b«t  oot  with  the  same  neal« 
ooaa  and  esactaeas  aa  at  Qoiiah^hka  :  they  are  broador 
awl  man  bsdhy*  seldom  being  made  for  one  persoo 
tmtfi  but  QomcMoly  for  two  or  threou  Tlie  javelins  are 
thmimfawi  a  phuik»as  ki  the  other  islands,  but  differ 
£no«  them  boA  in  kagtb,  thickness^  and  ibrm«  Their 
mtta  and  daaaeawe  exactly  the  saoae  ;  in  the  latter 
they  mrice  iniK  of  a  aof  t  of  cattle  CQimposed  of  a  number 
of  the  beaka  ef  the  sea-panrot,  strung  upon  a  wooden 
GBQsfe ;  which  prodiioe  aa  effect  resembling  ver\'  much 
the  Spanish  castagneWeai  They  have  accustomed  them- 
seivtt  «» iimidi  to  taki%  aouff^that  it  is  bocon^g  a  matt^ 
of  the  fimt  neoessiQr  to  thenu 

Of  tim  JkuHkhGsmk  religion  they  .scarcely  know  any 
An^  niMfe  than  how  to  ois^  the  sigo  of  thecrossp  yet 
tkena  ta  ft  cbitrrh  and  an  eoelesiastical  cstahlishnoiCDL 
They  kiMW  no  other  hwft.than  the  submission  exacted 
fiomihcill  by  tke.atrong  arm.of  jpower  ;  nor  does  it 
seeoi  ever  to  havC'ecitapediDto  the  ickasof  their  cenquer- 
ors  to  instil  iata  thor  minds  the  iriore  pute  and  ccrrect 
no^pns.oC  oiorslity  that  obtain  among  civilized  nktiona. 
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Ammig  the  Rosens  or  PromihcMeitiks  estafaiislied 
here,  are  handicraft- workers  of  almost  every  kind,  who 
lave  each  ^it  wmk^hoj^  particufaurly  appropriated  to 
tiiAii*  Numbers  of  Aiese  mefi  are  persons,  vrtiOy  for 
wrnie  a^roke  of  genius,  ivetie  banished  to  Siberia,  whence 
ibrjr  were  lemptMto^seA  their  farttmie  uiider  the  wings 
of  die  RbsBio- America  A  Company  in  this  remote  cor- 
ner df  the  globe  i  \t  is  fhererore  not  ^orpiising  that, 
dioagh  in  a  moral  point  of  vie\vdley  may  oe  camd  the 
refuse  of  mankind,  some  very  excellent  woriaiien,  such 
as  watdimakers,  gold  -andsflver  workers,  riioemakcrs, 
taytars,  smkhs,  8cc.  slmtild  be  feiiad  MHong  diem. 

The  siniatioii,  #ie  olimatje,  the  prodvctkms,  ifl  seetn 
toimite  in  efibrding  a  reasonabfe  expeetatkxi  that  dus 
aMablishment,  tf  properly  managed,  would  enjoy  a  high 
degree  of  prosperity.  Yet,  aUs  1  thki  is  by  no  means 
tl»  case,  nor  does  it  aeem  likefytobe  underitt'presem 
vircumstancea.  It  appears  at  least  impossibie  under 
llie  enciitingo^nization  ofnhe  Susuo  Ameritau  Com- 
jMiy,  vi^hile  almost  M  the  subordinate  persons  empbf • 
^  by  it  are  men  nearfy  devoidtrf*  any  filings  of  hmoor 
wndndple. 

Thoum  I  did  not  become  aoquainled  wtdi  die  cs- 
Gciknt  M*  Von  Baranoff  tiU  my  atay  at  Sllcha,  As  flp- 
-peara  to  me  the  properest  plate  to  introdiioe  him  to  m 
Ittiowfedge  of  my  readers.  He  ia  sopcrintcndeiit  of  all 
the  Companv's  possesaiona  in  Ae  Aleutian  Isfands  and 
America,  ne  has  a  most  extensive  local  knowledge  of 
the  countries  under  hia  jurisdiction  i  and  doee  tiic 
greater  part  of  the  Fromii^chleiHks  and  inferior  officers 
of  the  diflferent  aetdonenta  &c  Siberian  crittthais,  nrak- 
iactor^  and  adventurers  di  various  kinds,  not  a  littk 
credit  is  due  to  his  vii^ance  and  adckess^  that  lie  his 
been  able  in  any  degree  to  put  a  brkBe  uponthem. 

Never  kmg  stationary,  he  ia  sometimea  at  one,  sofne* 
times  at  anomer  of  the  settlements,  and  always  canying 
on  some  project  for  the  general  good.  For  arvenl 
years  ]>e  remained  in  this  miserable  pait  of  the  ivodd 
almost  entirely  neglected,  without  receiving  wy  sup 
port  or  intelligence  firom  tlie  head*quarters  c?  the  Com* 
pany  in  Ruasia.    Pursued  by  hunger  and  sfaio^  ha  and 
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Us  wmpttkm  hd  wmediMS  no  <Ahtr  reidffree  hit 
bot  to  live  like  ibe  Aieutuiiig  ok  ssa^^dogs,  ftsh^  and 
]iws«de9,  jft  ia  tfa0  aikbl  of  Ibis  wietcbednoss  he  birik 
boatSy  effected  new  aettlemeiitSi  enl«f|;cd  the  f ur^^trnde, 
»id  OLttnded  die  tmitories  wddomaiM  of  die  Gom^ 
pttngr.  SoBMimeeby  the  unexpected  amvid  of  a  ship 
from  ^  United  Stateeof  Arorrioa)  wi4i  whioh.he  eif- 
teped  upon  a  little  interooovae  of  trade,  his  most  press- 
big  neoeashieft  were  rebal^,  but  tins  wm  aM  9  meit 
maMerofdiaiioe.  > 

For  upwaidaof  tMrty  ytan  has  ha  eoatinued  in  this 
sort  of  baniahment;  he  waa  not  ayoungman  when  he 
entered  upon  Ids  situaidon,  and  now,  aa  amost  upri^ 
and  fiudiiw  steward  grown  gvey  in  the  service  of  the 
CompMir,  to  wliosa  adwaninge  Ua  beahh  and  the  best 
yeara  of  Ml  life  have  been  saorificed,  he  has  a  truly  just 
and  nrgoit  daim  upowtheir  gratitude  to  aftxrd  him  the 
means  of  a  iranquit  a«d  happy  retirenikent. 

His  long  abode  dmongmrade  and  uncivilized  a 
race^  his  daily  viterconn^  wMi  a  iSsaohite  and  Itcen. 
tious*  rabble^  WiA  rogues  and  cheats,  and  tlie  neoei^- 
sity  he  has  been  under  of  having  recourse  to  severity  and 
liwsjhoess  in  order' to  insure  his  own  safety  and  that  of 
tbe  Gompai^,  have  indeed  somewhat  blonted  his  finer 
feelings,  md  vtHnikroA  him  less  alive  than  he  probably 
once  was  to  the  vfHce  of  compassion  and  philanthropy. 
He  koowi  h^w  to  assert  his^  di^iifty  and  maintain  his 
authority  on  aH  oceasionaf  i*  hMpiuMe  and  disinterested, 
aontedmes  perhapa  too  much  disposed  to  be  partial  to 
fleraons  in  wh<>m  he  has  reposedcoofidence,  and  who 
Dave  rend^r^  him  important  aeiwipes  in  the-  execution 
of  kia  plans,  or  who  are  at  present  ^neoesMry  to  him* 
It  ftiHowsfrom  thetioe  that  his  goodiiess  and  fix^^earance 
are  not  unfrequentty  abused,  o^d  made  subservient  to 
parposes  not  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the  Com- 
pany and  prejudicial  to  the  Aleutians  and  Promiisch- 

The  wealuiQss  of  hie  declining  years,  the  Sthameful 
conduct  of  the  people  under  hwii  the  great  extent  of 
Ano  cokiniea  und^r  his  care,  and  their  dla^nce  from  th^ 
fciiinlain  beadin-tbo  mother  country,  the  w«it  of  regu- 
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of  a  flRtt  mainr  fhi^fw*.  irluch  cwtt.  toe  w/tUMBuit 

..  ThestewaiddupuQi^  <arftbl%<»BM»  «* 

tMy  despotic^  tbowb  noaikttU)F>  daiieqd^ 
prinGipal  &cioi]r  at  iCbdiakt  these  a«(Wjn^dP  )wt,wN 
they  please^  without  the  jpoiuihiiiltv^^ 
to  account*    The  Akutmt^ffii  the.  dirtanfJrianHft^ 
oommouly  under  the  superifltqidcni^qf^ty^^ 

by  whom  they  am  ofipgaMedy  tom>eiite4»j<^ 
in  evcfy  poB^le  way.  ... -v^. 

It  haa(^ten«triick  aie«aiceiy^cannfit£QM|^^^ 
staooe,  that m,a  mcMunhical  stale  a  fia^ln^WirPom* 
paoy  should  wkt  indepeodoitaa  It-iiiKf^af  IM 
menty  not  confined  wittunaD3|r  definite  iif«9i^9frM 
who  can  exerdae  their  authony  Bm-m^A.mo^^V^^* 
my  evm  nnpuninhed,  oKr  ao  vaat^ao^caiilcn^jqC'^ 
The  Russian  subgect  here  eimya  no 
property,  Uvea  in  no  aecurity ,  afid  ifi  „        _  ^ 
one  to  whom  he  can  af^y  fisr  justice^   iSj^.^lifi^^ 
die  fin^torie^  and  thev.8uhQeduiate.JoffiQimbiD^?^^ 
bj^^humow  or  intere^  decide  cvcnr  ihwgi4iti>4^ 
withoitt  the  least  apprehenoon  of  ttving;IOJnspw  ^ 
account  of  their  conduct ;  for  that  their  sqiBdlifcW  !^ 
haviottr>  their  daily  tiMsgccapionBy  shouU^fqNat;^^ 
tieed  by  theiriords.  wdnaslm^at  Su  P^eteffjital^  ^^ 
thing  that  does  not  rafter  into  their  ideas*  Cogjpwfe^ 
complainafits  are  t^lSe  fonad  their  in  ^bimiinVS^ilS^ 
judges.^  I4iaye£9iiiQ^mplcara[itthe Biias^^ 
leniksy  or  fur4mQaqni,  dispose  of  th?  Uvj^  9i;'tti%HPVCs 

solely  accoidingtBi  their  own  ariiitiny  jwrij^  ayi  piitti^^ 
defenceloisciieataipes  todeatbinthenapathc^^ 

*  I  am  very  fiir  from  int^idiiiff  to  impute  \jhmc  iajw  re- 
spect  to  the  worthy  directors  oiT  uie  Rassio-AmeticantSmipttif 
at  St.  Peterebargh ;  I  aiti  ob  the  contrary  almost  cotrrfa<^  tliat 
not  one  of  them  is  reaHy '  aeqtiainted  irhJi  the  init'  tttte  » 
thitmy  and  oonecive  tliat  they  wiU  tknikltiestfallrcs  ob^<^ 
me  for  baviat  Imifi^tyiWy  caUed  tbcjr  ^tcotioo  t^  a  Teij  ojruV 

4*     %, 
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The  Russians  Acrelurc,  with  ^ir  ^ves  end  children, 
arc  every  where  hated  by  the  natives,  and  murdered 
whenever  a  -fiivourable  opportunity  ofers.  It  has  three 
times  happetied  On  the  ndrth-west  coast  of  America, 
that  one  or  other  <^  the  Russian  establishments  has  been 
fallen  upon  by  the  Americans,  and  aU  peqsle,  including 
even  the  Aleutians;  with  the  wiv^  arid  children  of  the 
Rosmns,  have  be<»i  massacted. 

The  injustice  end  arbitrary  poiver  exercised  by  the 
under-directors  and  stewards  of  the  Company  over  the 
natives  is  Carried/so  far,  that  the  latter  have  lost  ali  *  kind 
Of  property,  ^ufid  searcely  now  possess  even  a  garment 
^t  tfiey  can  caD  their  own/  What  Sauer  relates  in  his 
travels j  that  tlie  Company  have  got  possession  of  al- 
most id!  thcf  baidars,  or  leather  boats,  belonging  to  the 
Aleu^ns,  is  a  principal  cause  of  *  the  oppression  under 
which  tliey  labour ;  fer '  when  people,  who  depend  al- 
most iehtirely  blithe  water  both  for  their  food  and 
dotfaing,  ere  deprived  of  tiieir  boats,  they  have  no  re- 
source left  for  the  support  of  life.  The  Aleutians  are 
at  present  so  completdy  die  slaves  of  the  Company,  that 
they  hold  of  them  their  baidars,thdr  clothing,  and  even 
At  bone  with  xfbich  their  javefins  are  pointed,  and  (tfi 
wfac^e  producie  of  their  hunting  parties  is  entirely  kt 
their  disposal.  The  stewards  and  overseers  order  as 
mstay  people  of  either  sex  as  they  have  occasion  for,  ^o 
go  out  hunting,  -  or  compel  them  to  do  other'  kind  of 
work  as  they  please,  tb  prepare  skins,  to  make  clothes,  V 

to  fabricate  baidarkas,  to  clean  ^nd  dry  fish;  thus  all 
freedom  of  action  is  destroyed  amon?  them  ;  they  caA* 
not  even  employ  their  time  ktdtming  to  their  own 
choice.  It  is  revolting  to-  a  mindbf  any  feeling  to  sec 
diese  poor  creatures  half-starved  and  almost  nadced,  as 
if  diey  were  in  a  house  erf*  correction,  when  at  the  same 
time  the  warehouses  of  the  Company  are  full  of  clothe 
ing  and  prOvisicins.  "   ' 

Nor  is  this  the  case  with  the  natives  alone :  the  Rus- 
sian Promiischleniks,  who  are  not  emirfoyed  as  mecha- 
nics or  under- directors,  bnt  are  either  sailors,  labourers 
in  husbandry,  or  fellers  of  timber,  lire  not  in  a  much 
better  situation.     They  are  Cxtrt^nicly  iU-ireatcd,  i^ncl 
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many  years  spent  in'  hardships  and  Tfl^n'^^otis^^igflf- 
tuqi  b[j)ine,^t  last  ivith  e^if^,  pocV^Si-ruhiedc^^'^' 
tio|its„s(|ui  f^iiodh.  wholly  depressed  ^aaii  bro)i,eR'  iom'>- 
Tlic  number  orihtMic  lyho,  at  the.CKpiratiuDol  the  li"'^ 
they  Iiad  engagc^d  to  ttmain  iti  the  service  pf.ibe  ,p'"i'> 


pany,  Imdsoipehfladred  foables  to  feceive  from  Aem, 
has  indeed  been  very  small.^ 

The  productions  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  king- 
doms are  much  more  various  on  the  Island  of  Kodiak 
than  oa  the  other  Aleu^ah  Idands.  In  the  following 
catalogue  the  principal  will  be  enumerated,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  diose  of  the  adjoining  coasts  of  America. 

Whales  and  aea-do^  are  in  great  abundance  ;  aea^ 
bears  and  sea-lions  are  not  in  equal  profusion.  Sea^ 
river,  «id  marsh -otters,  were  formerly  taken  by  thou- 
sands. The  sea-otters,  which  were  the  principal  source 
of  weddito  the  Company,  are  now  nearly  extiq)ated,  a 
few  buadreds  only  being  annuaUy  collected  by  the 
Cofnpany^  The  hig^  price  given  for  the  skins  induces 
the  Russians,  for  (he  sake  of  a  momentary  advantage, 
to  kill  all  they  meet  with,  both  old  and  youQg,  nor>  can 
they  see  that  by  such  a  procedure  they  must  soon  be 
deprived  of  the  trade  entirely.  The  skins  of  the  very 
young  are  indie  language  of  trade  called  medwedki,  df 
the  middling-size^  have  the  name  of  koschloki,  and  oi 
the  full  grown,  of  matki. 

The  Aleutians  are  excdloit  marksmen,  and  throw 
their  jiivelins  widi  a  peculiar  adroitness.  ^  They  com- 
monly go  to  the  chase  of  the  sea^otter  with  several  bal- 
darl^  und  as  soon  as  they  see  one  cf  the  animals, 
form  them  into  a  circle  round  it,  when  they  are  almost 
sive  of  the  game,  since,  like  the  whak  and  sea-dog,  it 
must  come  up  to  the  sur&ce  of  the  water  to  breathe,  at 
short  intervals  of  tame*  ^' 

A  great  variety  of  the  rarest  kinds  of  fox-skins  may 
often  be  seen  in  the  Company's  warehouses.  Among 
them  are  the  black  fox,  earns  tycoon^  called  here  tschner-  * 
nobttri,  another  blackish,  H  reddbh;  and  a  silver-grey 
foXy  which  seem  varieties  of  the  former,  and  are  c^lcd 
sewoduschki)  krasnoduachki,  and    bc)oduschki. ;  tte 

*  A  faithful  and  excellent  picture  of  the  sltuatioD  of  th^  PfO- 
muschleniks,  and  of  tUe  treatment  they  receive,  will  be  fo^ind  in 
Captain  Krusenstern's  voyage  round  the  World,  Vol.  2,  page 
U2  lu  122 — AuTHon.  * 

Sec  vol.2,  page  104  to  114  inclusive,  of  the  translation  ol" 
Captain  Krubenslern'sv^ya^c.-^TMA^N St AToa.      --,..•    . 
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cams  lagQpus^  in  Rus^n  iBIi^i)  HfHA  ribuAHWlhtlie 
Islands  of  St  George  and  Bt  fMf,  H  netePfeund 
here.  * 

'  Brown  arid  rcB  bears,  tiie  skiiMt  of  ii^Mdi  «e  tf  ftrnt 
value,  are  fouild  very  abundantly.  The*  vdoAWFUack 
bear,  the  skins  of  Wbteh  form  a  part  of  dieCkM^j's 
stock,  ate  not  the  pjrt>duce  6f  thei^nds,  bat  dftbe  con- 
tinent of  Aihcrica,  aboilt  Cobk'&  Rivera  Prinfle  Wil- 
liam's  Sound,  and  other  placesu  '.  "" 

The  iiodt  marmot,  drctwnp  dUiBiSf  in  llltesiaB  Jet • 
nska,  comes  in  immense  numbo^  froth' a  atalft  island 
north  of  Kodxak^  called  JewraschesdieiOstttrlea,  and 
serves  the  Aleuti^s  very  much  for  wintor  ctdOinj^.  The 
common  marmot,  in  Russian  Ttnifdgan^  i^'aHd  iit  great 
abundance.  The  beaver  caster ^  ^^%  ^  1*fe-d«r 
eetvus  tdratidusj  the  glutton  ursM  ]S^iSi  die  iyvfik|  chief- 
ly that  of  a  whitish  grey  colour  wim  pale  ^spots;  4lid  die 
hairy  hedgehog  without  a  tail,  eririaeieus  Mttrntm^  ak 
not  very  common  in  die  islands^  but  taudb  indie'so  on 
thepeninsala  of  Alaksa  and  the  dbntinentof  JWkAau 
^  The  Overseer  Bander  shewed  me  th^  wbol  bf  a  \^iU 
American  sheep,  wtndi  was  whldsAi,  "fitit,  andWflykng, 
and  is  much  used  by  the  nativ^  of  the  ndrffi-IIKst  eoBst 
of  America  for  clothing  and  criirpet!^.  I  nMtf  could 
obtain  a  sight  of  the  animal  that  prododrti  Ai^'ntool: 
it  miist  however  be.veiy  diftrent  fioAi^^ii^yCr 
wild  sheep,  mi'ammon.fcnr  this  has  ft  sbrrd^tuqftoet, 
more  like  the  rcin*deer,  and  nothing'  like  wtA  I  do 
not  know  thiit  any  %eaman  or  haturafi^t  has  diStMlxd  or 
:inentions  dialing  deen  the  *AiY«^can  wool-ttOkft^  aoi* 
malinquftdon.  '^  '  ^'  "^ 

y  licarcelt  sawanif^nd<tf  shiglttg'bipft,'biitflMh 
-and  water-foWl  ai^  Ifirery  "iiliere  in  tber  gtrHSMT'dbimd 
'ance.  flws^si  ge^s^>  ducks,  cranes,  lierons;  aoks,  gall- 
lemots,  plovers,  and  many  others,  come  in  imuunerablf 
flocks,  botfi*  in  sjpring^aiwl  atftumn  ;  and  the  to8a5)'^j 
vhich  arnong  us  is  verV  shy  and  timid,  is  hcreasfemi- 
liar  as  a  sparrow,  perching  often  upon  the  hoote4ops. 

The  most  common  fidi,  those  which  frfth  and  dfv 
constitute  a  principal  arnde  of  food,  are  herrings,  cod. 


^l^^lf^^l^Rl^^y^  and  rivers  •(  stated  seasons  and  monthsi 
anaiae  then  taken  in  prodimous  numbers  by  means  ef 
nets  or  dams.  The  sea  b  besides  rich  in  mollusca,  n^e^. 
,dMa^  rfif tVfiaby  and  foarine  plants. 

Veqr.  few  insects  fell  under  my  observation.  Indie 
little  nbication  assigned  to  me  I  ibund  a  fwaftisaon  of 
bugs,  which  I  cannot  say  contributed  to  the  comfinrtof 
my  1^  .The  inhabitants  assert  that  these  insects  are 
only  known  in  the  countiy  within  a  few  years*  and  were 
broajriit  b]^  die  ships .  firp^i  Ocbotsk  and  Kamochatka. 
Ai^mer  circumstance  appears  to  me.  worthy  of  obaer:. 
vadoo.  The  miD-beetle,  hiaXta  orierOaBsj  which  was 
in  ^^  numbers  on  board  both  the  Nadescbda  and  thfit 
Neva^  was  unkpown  at  Kodiak  till  brought  thither  by 
thelattoTi  but  the  creatures  immediately  lodged  them* 
adves  tooe  m  sufdi  abundance^  that  scarcely  a  house 
wa8.^ee.&oio  them.  The  numbers  were  indeed  so 
grestf  that  in  uidoadiog;  Uie  ve«sel|  and  brin^bg  the 
sacka  ot  meal  firom  thence  to  the  warehouses*  the  w^ 
wtt  tfttipwed  over,  with  them*  forming,  like  aqts^  a  living 
paoL  '  iChia  plague  however  was  rappily  not  of  any 
cooti^liance ;  in  a  short  time  they  aO  vanished  of  them- 
xUitSf  so  that  b;^  the  time  we  arrived  not  a  single  one 
was  to  be  seen  in  the..settlement  This  circumstance 
iqp|l4ara  to  me  the  more  reroarkabk,  as  these  insects 
faa»P^^  jdegj^es  sp:ead  from  European  Russia  all  over 
Sib^^even  to  Ki»yischatka,  where  al^^Qst  every  house 
led  with  them»  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  in-* 


yqjetablQ  kingdom  at  Kodiak  di&rs  essentially 
froiis  the  other  Aleutian  islands,  since  hi^e  alope  aieip 
be  (o^nd  laigsp  forest^trees,  sudi  as  lasches*  firs,  birch, 
poig^brs^  sUver  poplars,  alders,  and  willoy^s.  <  Excelkm 
bep%s.and  roots,  a  great  varieu-  of  wbiph  I  had  found 
at^Oopalashka,  were  also  abunoant  here ,:  the  Saranna- 
roQ^  of  whicha  large prpyision. is  made  for  winter  stoics 
is.  JK|dt  near  sp  well-flavointd  as.  at  Kamscbatka ;  it  has 
here  a  bitterish  taste.  Besides,  most  of  the  plants  which 
I  haye  enumerated  as  growing  in  the  island  of  St^  Pavl 
and  at  Ooualastdkai  I  found  tm  the  foUowli^ :  t 
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AcamJhm.  Heuchtfd:,  KlKwmies. 

Am^tea.  Lufmut. 

AMlea.  Pemassia. 

ArbiOus  Uoa  ursu  Bfmanihustm  onitoCUl* 

A^piduiffK  Sanguisort^a  an  fjlfican^ 

Beiula  pumM  Sbirta  betuHJbmmu' 

Camarum.  Akdago 

Cac0Jia.  SwertuB  perermb* 

CampmiUt.  Soxifraga,  ti  new  specks; 
I^iiobium  sftcaia  (Mn^      VertOrnm  album. 

Oakum  an  oareale  f  Vibwrnam  Opidm^^*  Vc* 

A  sixfft  md  indefinite  stay,  almost  constttft  rdi^  in^ 
ignorance  of  the  langnage,  and  want  of  soppoft  to  mj 
researches  in  hhitural  History,  prevented  my  time  be- 
ing much  employed  accoiding  to  my  wishes. -To  ex* 
miine  a  country  accurately,  mree  things  are  efscboai^ 
requisite,  not  one  c^  which  I  at  this  dmc  eniajfoii  1°* 
saxt,  seienity  of  mind,  and  convenience.  Sk^rtdy  was 
my  attention  fixed  upon  any  object  before  X  iS^V^' 
pm  for  my  departure,  since  the  ChamfaOTpVon 
Rtsanoff  thought  it  necessary,  in  order  to  Sirint  att 
knowledge  of  the  real  skuation  of  thq,  difereq^  fXk- 
mate,  to  see  M.  Von  Baranoff  as  soon  as  pdaahlei  ^ 
hewasat  Norfolk  Sound.  Before  I  quit  tte idand of 
Kodiak,  however;  I  must  not  omit  to  qientioo  some  of 
die  most  important  dumges  madeby  tbe  GImtoiain 
for  the  improvemefit  of  the  settlement.  ' 

In  the  first  place,  he  represented  very  stron|lf  to^ 
the  inhabitants,  Russians  as  weft  as  A1etitiall%  A^^ 
vantages  that  would  accrue  from  having  their  Aiwrcn 
instructed,  so  that  they  nftght  be  qualified  tor  tooowc 
derks  in  the  compting-houses  of  tfie  ^^'"V*^*]^* 
ards  and  overseers 'in  the  setdements,  pflots  Ofl  w*^ 
the  ships,  or  even  commanders  of  the  ship  theittSdvcs* 
In  a  short  time,  consequently,  most  ^^^f'^J^JP^ 
pie  from  twelve  to  sixteen  years  of  age  were  ,ww^ 
to  the  principal  school  to  be  mstructed  in  readi<^i  ^^ 
ing,.  keeping  accounts,  geography,  mathemafa«»  ^nd 
*t  French  language.    The  number  before  oar  oqp^r- 
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iff  dblfaed,  fed,  irhd  ibstrocted  entiitlv  at  the  cxffisict 
or  th6  CfMnp^.  *fh^  beiiklKs  received  religious  io^ 
ttiiKtioafrbttims  ecclfesukstic^,  and  !i«at  taught  AaVi^^ 
tfQllff)^fbe9e&-6fficers.    . 

Th^  CbmbertaSri  had  $^nt  by  the  Neva  some  tiooln 
ftottt  his  6Wd^  fibmiV,  atlid^dbfthg  ow  sfai;*  he  ^^ 
them  himadf  in  the  house  buih  by*  Captam  I^aiuoaky. 
'tkt  h»vttt  who  cstvMi  wfth  us  from  Kamw^kia^ 
tolitfiiitit'  nie  as  well  ih  b^oeuHitj^ .as.  pteta 
of  KatttMil  iSatoy,  'wa4  nbw^desifcd^  to  uk^  twro  y^^img 

itiamMl^  his  tintion;  a^dih^nictihemintfie«^ 
I^.Umsfilf  karat  to  praet!^,  abd  at  the  sanie.  dpie  tp 
b^Q'  makm^  a  coDeetiotij  tfiat  so itiis  IWanchof  sci**, 
ctMse  might  m-  Aiture  ntUlergb  matmal  tmpro^emem 
iiere ;  {Mfdedarly  that  thfe  natives  m^ht  be  ma^, 
iKt^  aoc^umitdi  with'  the  ptoducdonsof  tfeirp^tn. 

WSltgvcr  objects  coiildbe^pi^ured  during  qui  atty) 
V9di^  t^lMcfere  ptp^^ictdy  add  defxpeSted  in  the  temporary' 
UmbdxH,  and  M.  Bander  lald'Ae  ptan  ofa  new  buildl 
ing  to  be  begun  the  following  apring  for  a  library  md' 
poManent  museum.    At  die  saitie  time  he  gave  ordai:s 
tbMui  buSdii\g;thb^  and  all  odicr  new  hoiises,  a  certain 
^iiH^^shbulb  be  obse^       so  as  to  &rm  a  streeY ;. 
:fSiMSaktoay  by  dtAfefy  vie.m  this  respect  with 
'1:bciilt  Euit'olK^  WKftu    The  ^tricid  maohime' 
ioded  for/apaa  li^as  h6w  dq>6^ted  here. 
. jfti  wii  had  found  sudva  etibstantly  welUoideitd  ta# 
6|i]^  the  licruse  df  oui^  h()^itable  hG^  a  wish  w 
cn^  in  the  plenipdtentiary  mat  die  \aamc.  advantage 
^  ^ '  be  ehjdyed  in  iutiiii^  by  all  swwo^^cra  jx  €f£ct* 
.  Js  cmniivg  hithdr  ui  the  service  of  tAeCoalpaay*. 
ji^iinef^  b<|;ged  Mada(C^ 
tniiian  a  <xrtaii)  number  i^gixtsilb^  fouiieen  or£fteen 
yeah  d£a^,  and  insnruct  fKem  in  household  employ. 
BicMs^particalarly  ingardeniiv^tbr  die  tabk^and  cookery. 
Hb  wi^  was  instantly  coroplwd  with,  and  during  our 
^stay  some  very  promiitng  young  people  were  pbced  un- 
der her  at  the  expoice  of  die  Compaiqr :  they  were  all 
dressed  alike,  ana  after  the  European  fashion.    Often, 
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when  be  was  attending  to  these  things,  would  the 
Chamberlain  deUght  himself  with  the  ktea  of  the  as- 
tonishment that  would  hereafier  be  expenenced  by  sea- 
fering  persons  coming  hither,  to  see  so  unexpectedlj'  a 
;  school,  a  numer- 
cabinet  of  Natural 
innos  dressed  after 

It  made  for  the  bet- 
Its  of  the  Aleutians 
led  under  the  voke 
aod.saw  us  depart 
it  was  impossible 
coftipasilon  at  tJit: 
beings. 

prosecution  of  our 
ticularly  at  Sitcha, 
.is' should  be  builc. 


»    •^ 


SBTT&KMBirt   OF   SITCRA.  .      f)?! 


CHAPTER  IV. 


Conquest  ofSitcha. — Situatim  qf  i/iis  Settlement  to  t/ie 
end  of  the  Year  1805,  and  in  the  beginning  ofthefoh 
lowing  Year. — Letter  to  the  Counsellor  of  State^ 
JBhimenbach. — liescription  cfthe  Climate  and  JVatu^ 
ral  Productions  of  Norfolk  Sound. 


_      J 

THE  constant  decrease  in  the  number  of  sea*otters 
takeo  for  some  years  upon  the  coast  of  Kamschatka, 
and  the  gceat  advantages  derived  £rom  the  trade  in'  theae 
valuable  skins»  induced  the  Russiiuis  to  extend  tbdr 
possessions  eastward  from  Ae  continent  of  Asia  ;  firstp 
to  the  islands  betWeen  that  coast  and  America ;  and 
filially^  to  the  north-west  coast  of  America  itself.  The 
same  thing  occurred  in  all  other  parts  as  had  happened 
oa  die  peninsula  of  Kamschatka,  where  originally  the 
sea-otters  were  taken  in  very  great  abundance.^  Thcjr 
were  hunted  with  such  extreme  eagerness,  and  killed  in 
such  numbers,  that  their  total  extirpation  was  to  be  ap- 
prehended in  a  very  short  time,  liius  the  hunters  con- 
tinued following  them  first  from  one  of  the  Aleutian 
islands  to  anoiher,  afterwards  to  Cook'^  River,  and 
Prince  William^s  Sound ;  then  to  mapy  other  bays  and 
creeks  along  the  coast  df  America,  kiUuig  with  so  little 
mercy  and  discredon,  that  the  race  \^  exceedingly  dimi* 
nish^  At  'present,  few  are  left  in  existence,  or  else 
thfcy  have  niigrated  into  the  more  southern  pasts,  and 

*  A«  the  greatest  part  of  the  sea-otter*  at  first  taken  came 
from  the  coast  of  Kamschatka,  the  creature  obtained  the  name 
in  Rttasia  of  the  Kftmachad^le  bibfr.-  It  is  now,  however,  only 
to  be  seen  as  a  rarity  upon'thia  peninsula. 


die  htmtiqg  {inties  in  Ae  n^ffSBfrnpomtmemtaieAj 


aiid  ill  the  end  he  supM^id^- ,  It  is  ex^aprdioai;  tip*" 
nrten  the  repQtatioq  of  a  iiiuiijBw)ne.$u|S^i«fltt(>fiBike 
a  panic  tenor  into  hitiantiigonists,.and  to  Mceinplibb  tl>^ 
purpose  he  undertakes  without  striking  a  stFtAC' 


hkfim  «miier'<>f  lfi04,  M.  Von  B&randff  sdled 
with  tlie  «lMp6,  Alexsinder  of  niiun^red  tons,  Ekaterina 
^  ^ngbtf,  $Bd  Yeroiack  of  sixty,  fircMn  "Kodiak  to 
CcQss  Saond,  on  a  huDting-pvif  for  souottors ;  and  as 
he  bad  eoceiwd  ootioe  Aat  th?  Neva  mig^t  be  expect- 
edat  Kodlak,  be  kfi:  ORkrs  that  this  vessel  shouid  be 
direct^  to  foUow  Mm  to  Norfolk  Scmnd  AU  this 
wa^piinctMaltjr  perfiinnod,  and  in  August  die  four  ahips 
wexe  uidied,  die  Afexaodcr  and  Ekdterina  having  be- 
twom  them  a  coii^leiimit  of  fifty-eight  men*  the  Neva 
having  fifty-fiiur»  fnd  the  Yermaek  fifteen.  On  the 
eleyoith  of  August,  tbqr  readied  the  fa^ibitadons  of  the 
Xuduschian$»  who,  as  soon  as-they  heard  that  the  hero 
Nanoky  the  name  by  which  M.  Baranoff  is  known  a- 
moQg  the  inhabitmta  pf  a  cooaderable  tract  of  the  coast, 
was  at  the  head  <tf  the  party,  did  not  venture  on  making 
the  least  attempt  to  oppose  iheir  ]amfinfi[.  llie  com- 
mander iaamedis^Iy  took  pqpaes^on  dr  an  eminence^ 
wluch,  running  into  the  harbour,  forms  a  sort  of  cape, 
at  die  fofdt  of  which  M^a  viHage  which  had  been  entire, 
ly  abandoned  by  the  KjahiachMms. 

From  the  intercourse  of  trade  earned  on  to  diese 
parti  b^  the  United  States  of  America,  and  from  die 
destruction  of  the  original  Russian  Setdement,  the  Ka« 
Juschjians  were  in  possesmci  of  fire-vms,  powder,  and 
shot  They  retreated  firom  the .  hill  above  mentioned 
to  a  wood  at  die  mouth  of  a  sm^l  river^  where  they  ina 
manner  fixtified  themselves  by  means  of  a  very  strong 
pallkade,  which  had  been  prepared  some  time  before 
::q^akist  the  probable  and  lor^-expected  visit  of  the  Rus- 
sians. On  i;he  nineteenth  ^  August,  this  fortress  was 
fprAaHy  invested.  The  Neva  was  posted  at  the  mouth 
of  the  riverjt  with  her  ardUery  disected  pardy  on  the 
side  toivards  the  c^  and  fiortress,  andspartly  to  the  op* 
poaite  bank  of  the  river.  On  the  lana-stde,  a  similar 
arrangement  was  made  by  die  commander,  so  that  die 
fortress  was  completely  surrounded.  The  number  of 
people  enclosed  there, .  without  including  women  and 
children,  was  supposed  to  cohsist  of  three  hundred  mtvt 
t:npable  of  fighting. 
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.  The  siege  lasted,  four  days,  and  the  coMest  was  car- 
ried  od  with  gteat  warmth  on  b(^  sides.  At  the  ex- 
piratbn  of  this  time,  as  a  breach  was  liiadc  in  die  for- 
tress, the  Kaluschians  capitulated,  and  after  giving  up 
nine  youths,  son^  of  the  most  distinguished  persons  a- 
mong  them,  a<  hostages,  fled  by  night  over  land, 
though,  Recording  to  th^  treaty,  they  were  to  have  had 
a  free  passage  by  water  in  the  day.  Three  sailOrs  of 
the  Neva,  three  Promiischleniks,  and  several  Aleutians, 
were  killed  on  the  side  of  the  besiegers,  aiid  a  considera- 
ble  number  were  wounded  :  the  commander  bimscir 
had  the  right  hand  wrist  grazed  with  a  shot.  The  loss 
of  the  Kaluschians  was  never  certably  known,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  hosta^,  and  of  some  strag- 
gling fugitives  who  were  taken,  it  must  liave  been  %Try 
considerable. 

Thus  did  M.  Von  Baranc^  regain  possession  of 
Sitcha.  He  immedii^y  began  the  foundation  of  a 
new  establishment  upon  the  hiU,  or  cape,  above-  men* 
tloned,  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  ivas  a 
sort  of  natural  fortress,  giving  it  the  name  d  New  Arch- 
angel.  Here  he  remained  during  the  winter  witii  the 
ships  that  had  accompanied  him,  but  the  Neva,  after  a 
stay  of  some  months,  returned  to  winter  at  Ko^Bak. 

From  this  period  an  outward  app^rance  of  friendship 
lias  been  mainlined  between  -the  two  parties.  The 
Kaluschians  from  time  to  time  visit  the  Russian  settle- 
ment, formerly  their  own  place  of  abode,  without  ven- 
turing to  make  any  external  show  of  enmity ;  yet,  as  it 
can  scarcely  be  supposed  that  they  are  free  from  it  in 
their  hearts,  the  commander  lias  always  judged  it  pru- 
dent to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  them,  lest  the  inter- 
lopers, for  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they  are  such,  should 
be  sacrificed  to  their  revenge.  That  they  should  enter- 
tain an  unalterable  emnity  against  the  Russians  is  the 
more  natural,  since  tliey  have  not  only  been  driven  from 
their  hereditary  possessions  by  them,  but  they  have  also 
been  deprived  of  their  great  means  of  wealth,  nay,  even 
oF  subsistence,  derived  fro;n  the  sea- otters,  the  fish, 
nnd  other  marine  productions,  with  which  the  coast  thcr 
i!iliabit  so  richlv  abounds 


SETTLEHiXT    O^.  SiITCKA.  S7l 

Fcraierly  these  people  carried  en  a  free  trade  with  the 
United  States  of  Americai  who  made  annual  voyaged 
to  their  shores,  bringing  rice,  linen  and  woollen  cIoth» 
kniFeSy  axes,  hatc&ts,  k^ttles»  kitchen  utensils,  and 
drinking  vessels,  to  exchange^  for  sea- otter  skins.  «  Bui 
no  such  trade  can  now  be  carried  on.  As  the  Russians 
take  all  the  sea-otters  that  are  to  be  found,  the  ships  of 
the  United  States  will  have  no  farther  motive  for  visit* 
ing  the  Kaliischians,  and  the  liatter,  deprived  of  this^ 
trade,  will  have  no  means  of  procuring  the  clothing^ 
food,  and  other  conveniences  to  which  tliey  nave  been 
for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  accustomed.  Many  ships  . 
from  the  United  States^  come  now  to  the.  Russiaiv  settle^ 
ment,  and  the  Russians  are  glad  to  exchange  tlieir  sea- 
otter  skins  for  various  articles  of  the  first  necessity 
brought  by.  them.  Happily  the  whole  tribe  ojf  the 
Kahischians  does  riot  exceed  between  three  'and  four 
thoustod  souls,  but  this.number  is  sufficient  tp  render 
it  necessary  for  the  new  settlors  to  be  always  upon  the 
jilert,  and  to  live  tonstantiy  with  arms  in  their  hawls, 
that  they  may  be^in  a  state  of  defence  against  tlie  possi*> 
blc  attacks  of  such  a  highly- irritated  enemy. '  -  '  [ 

h  appears  as  if  the  settlement  of  Sitcha, .  or  New, 
Archangel,  wopld  *be  the  ne  ptuitdtrai  of  the  Rass>iaa 
possessions  upon  this  coast.  I  have  t)een  assured  by 
persons  deserving  of  credit,  that  the  tribes  lyiiig  tothc; 
south  and  south-east  of  Sitcha  are  much  more  popu^ 
lous,  and  bear  such  a-  determined  hatred  to  the  coiv 
queror  Nanok  and  his  hui^iing  parties,  that  it  is  very 
probable  a  disastrous  fate  would  await  him  and  his 
whple  company  if  he  should  ever  seek  tp  establish  a 
^settlement  farther  south.  '  It  is  probable,  for  the  same 
reason,  that  Russia  neither  can  or  will  ever  endeavour 
to  est^liah  a  claim  to  the  islands  tying  south  of  Norfolk 
Sound  and  ,C^pe  Tschirikoff. 

The  settlement  of  New  Archangel,  it  will  be'  seen 
from  the  above  account,  was  at  our  arrival  quite  in  its' 
infancy.  For  its  greater  security,  it  had  been  judged 
rxp^ient  to  bring  hither,  from  tlie  other  posscbbions, 
many  of  the  most'  healthy  PromiischknilvS  and  Aleu- 
tians-:  the  cape  was  fortified  with   forge  cannon,  uiiJ 
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some  armed  vessels  of  the  Russio*  American  Company 
were  stationed  before  it,  whiie  a  regular  watch  wiis  k^ 
both  by  day  and  night.  Under  such  dM^umstanccs, 
nothing  like  the  convenieAccs'of  life  could  b^  expected 
The  habitations  wot  for  thcgreater  part  unfinished,  and 
Consisted  of  small  chanibers  Without  stoves,  with  so 
thin  a  thatch,  that  the  rains,  wUch  we  had  contitiuallv  of. 
ten  came  through.  The  Ptomti^leiuks  were  kept 
constantly  hard  at  wCnrk  upon  the  barracks,  warebousrs, 
and  other  buildings,  which  Yrcre  so  excee^giy  want- 
ed. 

However  agreeable  it  was  tbexdSott  to  the  Governor 
Von  Barano#to  receive  as  his  guest  a  ptembotetitiary 
6t  the  Company,  and  to  become  acqoaintra*  with  a  ner- 
son  of  such  h^  distincdc»  as  the  Chamberlain  Voa 
Resanoff,  yet  as  a  carefiil  housekeeper,  he  was  put  into 
no  small  embarrassment  by  the  wholly  unexpected  ar- 
rival of  so  large  a  train  of  visitors :  it  was  no  easy  mat- 
ter to  devise  the  means  of  providing  wiilter  stores  for 
such  increased  numbers,  especially  as  the  provision  for 
that  season  was  previouklv  someuhat  deficient  This 
embarrassment  became  sbll  greater,  when,  sortie  weeks 
after,  a  number  of  Rusdans  and  Aleutians  returned 
fixmi  a  hunting  party  to  take  up  their  winter  quarters 
here.  We  were  now  altogether  nearl  v  two  hundred 
people  at  the  setdement,  including  the  Mgher  and  sub^ 
Ol:dinate  directors,  sea-officers,  rromiischleniks,  and 
Aleutians.  The  shijfe  in  the  harbour  consisted  (rf^that 
wliich  had  brought  us,  the  brig  Maria,  <^  a  hundred  and 
ti;^enty  tons,  the  Alexander  and  the  Elizabeth,  each  of  a 
hundred  tons,  the  Ekaterina  of  eighty,  the  Yenftackof 
forty,  and  tfie  Rossisland  of  twenty-t^vo. 

To  avert  the  inenaced  evil,  BxiA  assist  in  providing 
for  the  necessides  of  those  under  his  care,  the  superin- 
tendent dispatched  the  ship  Alexander  to  the  new  har- 
bour at  Kodiak  to  odlect  as  lai]ge  a  quantity  as  posdble 
of  dried  fish,  berries,  train-oil,  Saratma-roots,  fit  of 
whales,  and  other  abides  of  food. .  It  was  dctennibcd, 
at  the  same  time,  that  the  brig  Maria  should  go  ^^  ^' 
like  errand  to  the  harbotif  of  SchelikolT 
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For  several  wedcs  a  vessel  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  Jmio,  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  from 
Bristol  in  Rhode^lsland)  had  been  at  anchor  here.  It 
had  pturchased  a  large  cargo  of  sea-otter  skins  from  the 
nativea  of  Chariottelslana  in  Nootka Sound)  and  other 
pMces  upon  Ae  ooast ;  and  the  captain  by  name  !• 
Dwolfy  hearing  in  May  of  the  new  Rus^an  settlement  al 
Sitcha  as  b^ing  a  safe  harbour,  where  wood  and  water 
m^t  be  procured  among  Europeans,  and  where  pos^ 
sibly  a  martcet  imght  be^  found  for  the  aea^otter  skins, 
be  resolved,  especiaUy  as  his  ship  wanted  some  repair^^ 
to  run  in  there. 

.  The  Governor  Von  Banned,  and  the  Plenipotentiary 
Von  ResanoC  now  entered  into  a  negociation  with 
Captain  Dwolf  for  the  purchase  df  his  ship,  with  the 
rigging,  provi^ons,  and  eveiy  thing  belonging  to  it, 
and  ^  bargain  was  soon  concluded  for  sixty-five 
thousand  piastres,  or  Spanish  dollars,  in  a  bill  of  ex^ 
chai^  u]^.St«  Pefersburgh ;  besides  this,  be  was.  to 
have  the  Uttle  ship  Yermack.  The  latter  was  nccessa^ 
Ty  to  the  ca|>tain  that  he  mi^  send  hb  crew,  with  the 
sea-otter  skms  not  included  in  the  saW  of  the  ship,  im<> 
mediately  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  Canton.  He 
himself,  however,  expressed  a  wish  to  aemain  at  New 
Archangel  for  the  winter,  that  he  might  be  ready  to  go 
in  the  spring  to  Ochotsk,  as  he  waa  assured  that  as  soon 
as  the  season  would  permit  a  ship  would  sail  for  that 
port.  He  purposed  going  over-land.  from  Ochotsk  to 
St.  PeMTsburgh,  there  to  negociate  his  biH  of  exchange 
in  person.  Thus  did  the  Juno  become  the  property  cdf 
the  Russio* American  Comptuiy,  while  her  late  ca|5tain 
remained  among  Us  during  the  winter,  and  the  Yermack 
sailed  in  October,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Moor- 
fields,  for  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  Canton. 

By  diis  purchase  the  Company  obtained  anes^cellent 
swift-sailing-vessel,  with  a  ricb  lading  of  pbjects  of 
great  importance  for  trading  with  the  natives  on  the 
north' west  coast  of  America,  consisting  of  a  great  quan*^ 
tity  of  linen  and  woollen  cloth,  qf  kitchen  utensils, 
knives,  axes,  hatchets,  some  fire  arms,  Ike.  8cc.  But 
above  all,  a  large  supply  of  excellent  provisions  was 
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I,  by  which  all  apprdieiisions  of  the  menaced 
fiimine  were  removed.  In  fact,  it  was  principdiy  for 
the  sake  of  this  supply  that  the  purchase  was  made. 

Besides  a  small  c^uantiQr  of  pease,  beans,  batter,  tal- 
low, kCi  the  followmg  substantial  stores  were  procur. 

Nineteen  casks  of  salted  ])ork>  each  weig^iing  two 
hundred  pounds  English* 

Forty-two  casks  oi  ssilted  beef,  each  of  die  same 
WKht. 

unediousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-^ve  gafloDS  of 
mobases* 

Tlvo^diousand  mne  hundred  and  oc^^tfaree  pounds 
of  powder  sugar. 

Three  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  of  loaf  sugir. 

Four  thousand  thcee  hundred  ^  forQ^-tbree  pounds 
ofrice. 

Seven  thousand  three  hundred  afid  nine^-two  pounds 

of  biscuit. 

Efevencask^  of  fine  wheat  flour,  each  of  cue  hun- 
dre4  andaeventy  pounds  weight. 

Before  this  tmnsaction,  upon  the  first  arrival  ef  the 
ship  in  die  month  of  M^,  the  following  articks  bad 

been  purchased  of  Captain  Dwcdf. 
;    Twenty"  casks  of  flour. 

Eight  casks  of  rice  of  six  hundred  pounds  eadi. 

Six  casks  of  rum  of  a  hundred  and  ten  |[aUoos  each. 

Six  hogsheads  of  tobaccp-leavcs>  of  sixteen  or  eigh- 
teen hun«lred  pounds  each. 

A  quantity  of  rye^pur,  brandy^  and  odicr  ardcla, 
had  been  moreovor  procured  fix)m  the  ships  Maria  and 
Neva,  so  that  it  was  hoped,  that  by  a  jumcious  distri- 
bution of  the  supplies,  every  one  might  be  amply  fur- 
nished the  whole  wmter  through  with  wholesome  food. 
This  waSt  however^  alas. !  .not  the  case.  The  Pro- 
muschleniks  are  here,4is  well  as  at  Kamachatka,  and  ia 
all  other  parts,  fed  very  scantily,  ncnr  is  the  least  atten- 
tion paid  to  the  daily  incneasing  numbers  of  die  w^* 

The  command  of  the  Juno  was  given  to  Lieutenants 
•Schwostofi*  and  Davidoff,  aiid  it  was  immediately  ar- 
ranged that  this  Inrge'and  light- sailing  vessel  should  tx 
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dispatched  to  «be  harboor  of  Scbdikoff  at  Kodiak^in- 
stead  of  thelxavT-aiuIing  brig  Maria.  Tlie  two  above- 
named  active  officers  dqiar^  accordingly  from  Nor- 
foUc  Sound  on  the  fifteenth  of  October,  and  returned  on 
the  sevendi  of  November,  bringing  with  them  seventy 
thousand  dried  fish,  a  quantity  of  whale-fat,  train-oil, 
berries,  saranna-roots,  and  other  productions  of  Kod£ak. 
As  there  was  l)esides  a  great  deficiency  of  women  in  die 
new  setdement,  a  number  were  brought  by  them,  under 
the  stxt3ffi;tfa  of  an  oider  which  they  carried  for  the  pur- 
pose to  the  Governor  of  Kodiak,  M.  Bander.  From 
such  an  order  being  given*  and  acted  upon,  it  is  obvi- 
ous that  the  Aleutians  are  complete  slaves  to  die  Com- 
pany.  No  Aleutian  of  Kodiak  would  ever  voluntarily 
remove  to  Sitcha,  since  very  few  of  those  that  are  trans- 
ported thither  return  back  again.  During  this  voyage 
of  Lieutenants  Schwostoff  and  Davidoff;  a  PromUsch- 
lemks  was  carried  away  by  a  high  wind  as  he  was  climb- 
ingthe  mast,  and  drowned. 

The  sh^  Alexander  was  expected  back  in  vain,  nor 
did  it  return  to  Norfolk  Sound  till  the  spring.  As  the 
very  same  tlung  would  most  probably  nave  happened 
wimdie  Maria,  the  quick  return  of  the  officers  with  the 
Juno  was  an  admirable  testimony  to  the  wisdom  shewn 
by  the  Governor  and  Plenipotentiary  in  the  purchase  of 
that  vessel ;  for  notwithstanding  the  supply  of  stores 
obtained  by  die  bargmn,  the  setdement  would  have  ex- 
perienced a  considerable  degree  of  scarcity  without  the 
assistance  procured  by  the  Juno's  voyage  to  Kodiak. 

After  the  return  of  the  Juno,  the  ked  of  a  small  ves- 
sel was  laki  down,  vriiich  was  to  be  bulk  by  Messrs. 
Kariikiu  and  Popofl^  ship-builders,  under  the  directioa 
of  Lieutenants  Schwostoff  and  DavkkifT  This  work 
went  on  very  slowly :  the  portion  of  food  allowed  to  the 
Promiischleniks,  who  besides  were  exposed,  scarcely 
half  clothed,  to  the  cold,  the  rain,  and  the  snow,  with 
scarcely  a  roof  to  shelter  them,  tvas  two  or  three  dried 
fish  per  diem ;  or  sometimes,  by  way  of  change,  they 
were  iadulged  with  the  rancid  fat  of  a  whale  which  had 
b'jen  cast  on  shore,  and  was  perhaps  already  half  putrid. 
O.i  S'lndays  they  liurl  a  pgrjion  6f  thin  soup,  n^ane  Xvith 
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saked  mratand  a  little  rice,  and  dccawnaDy  a  rissiof 
brandy  or  a  atnall  quantity  of  mcdaaaea.  All  other 
kinds  of  provisional  aa  biacuit,  flour^  sugar,  rice,  nhed 
meat,  tec.  were  k>ld  at  a  very  high  price,  and  only  as 
a  particular  favour  to  perKXia  who  had  some  iitfocst 
with'  the  under  overaem.  Fieah  fish,  «i4iich  vaiAt 
eauly  have  been  procured,  waa  very  seldom  aoug^for, 
as  the  PromiiscMenika  were  wanted  to  wori^  upon  tbe 
buildings,  the  fortificationa,  and  other  woks  neoessarj 
to  the  settlement. 

In  tlK  beginnii^  of  Ae  year  1806,  very  fortuoatdy  a 
great  numMr  of  sea-lions  and  sea-dogs  were  taken. 
They  furnished  a  supply  of  fitab  fi)od  for  some  time, 
which  was  given  to  the  workmen.  Many  Akutiain^  who 
were  not  em[doyed  at  work,  fished  to  suf^y  dieirowD 
wants,  and  when  4iey  were  fortunate  enough  to  take 
more  than  was  necessary  fix*  tbemadves,  diey  bartered 
the  superfluity  with  the.  Promiischleniks  for  ckatbs ; 
while  the  latter,  tormented  with  hunger,  were  ready  to 
give  the  last  shirt,  or  garment  of  any  kmd,  for  fipesh  food  t 
the  conseauence  was,  that  at  last  many  of  them  went 
about  with  no  other  ck)thing  than  stinkmg  Utty  sheep- 
skin full  of  ^'ermin. 

Fresh  fish  being  such  a  rarity,  about  the  end  of  Janu< 
ary,  a  Kahischian,  who  had  fonnerly  lived  on  the  spot 
now  occupied  by  the  Russians,  came  down  with  his 
ivifc  and  a  female  relation  to  fish  in  thb  netghboudiood, 
already  well  known  te  him.  He  caught  such  auantities 
of  excellent  holybutt,  that  he  supplied  all  the  inhabitaob 
with  it ;  and  excl^nging  his  merchandize  for  shirts  and 
pther  clothing,  became  in  a  short  time  a  very  rich  man 
in  his  way,  and  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight  returned  home 
with  his  canoe  full  of  garments  of  every  kind.  But 
even  this  example  could  not  induce  the  overseers  to 
spare  tlie  Promuschleniks  and  Alqutians  occasionally 
from  their  other  work,  and  emplqr  them  in  fishing* 
I'hese  poor  creatures  were  afterwards,  no  less  than  bc- 
Ibir,  very  scuntily  fed.  •  • 

Mmy  of  these'iicfdv  and  diseased  beings,  who^vere 
kept  claity  lO  very  1km ct  wiirk,  were  unfortunately  jndtbt 
n  the  Coinpai^v,  and  it  ndt  unfrequeiitlj'  happened, 
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that  "wlien  wholly  exhausted^  and  lybg  on  a  sick-bed, 
they  were  driven  to  thek  work  with  bk>ws.  The  con* 
sequence  is  obvious;  they  sunk,  one  after  another, 
whcUy  exhausted,  a  prey  to  the  scurvy,  and  aU  work 
was  in  danger  of  being  stopped.  What  shocked  me 
the  most  viSda  these  drcunittuices,  and  reattf  hat'assed 
myfisdii^^s,  was,  that  whilesokrgea  portion  of  the 
peopte  lay  in  thb  stiite  of  wietchedness,  the  directors 
and  tinder-overseers»  the  clerks  and  their  friends,  the 
officers  and  their  hangers-on,  of  their  own  authority 
seiA  the  Aleutians  out  to  hunt  or  fish,  and  fed  suniptu* 
ously  upon  wild  ducks  and  geese,  fresh  fiA  and  fisli 
pasties,  good  bread,  biscuit,  sugar,  rice,  niolasses, 
brandy,  in  short,  upon  whatever  was  afforded  either  by 
nature  or.  the  storehouses. 

In  the  month  of  February,  put  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
of  the  young^t  and  most  healthy  men  that  had  been  se- 
lected from  the  difiercni  settlements  and  brought  hither, 
eig^  were  already  dead,  and  more  than  sixty  were  laid 
up  in  the  barracks  with  Aeir  strength  wholly  exhausted 
and  full  of  scorbutic  sores ;  the  chambers  in  which 
tliey  lay  had  neither  stove  nor  chimney,  and  the  .win^ 
daws  were  shut  close  and  nailed  down,  llie  rooms 
were  only  warmed  by  the  pestilential  breath  of  such 
numbers  huddled  together ;  and  to  crown  all,  not  the 
remotest  idea  of  cleanliness  prevailed  among  them.  Be- 
sides  aU  this,  the  workmen  often  came  home  in  the 
evening  wet  through,  periia^s  covered  with  snow,  and 
lay  down  upon  the  beds  in  their  wet  clo^ths  or  sheepdcins, 
or  hungthem  up  in  the  room  to  dry,  without  any  one 
appearing  to  think  of  the  pernicious  consequences  that 
ought  ensue. 

The  sctlrvy  commonlv  shewed  itself  first  by  debiK- 
ty,  listlessness,  and  mdancholy  ;  infiammatory  spots, 
sometimes  larger,  sometimes  smaller,  than  sqppeared  on 
the  legs  from  me  knees  to  the  toes,  which  in  a  short  time 
turned  to  sores.  Those  who  were  thus  afflicted  were 
not  required  to  work,  but  were  set  to  mount  guard  day 
and  night  in«the  cold  and  Wet,  This  was  alkrged  to  be 
liccegsary  for  the  public  security  :  for  the  'love  of  their 
native  country,  these  poor-^vrctclies  were  doomed  to  die 
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in  misery.  It  was  a  comnKxify  recdved  opioioQ  du 
txercise  was  very  salutary  in  the  scurvy ;  the  wcake&t 
among  the  sick  wert  thcxcfore  dragged  about  by  their 
comrades;  and  others,  who  had  s^tillsome  litde  strengd^ 
left,  were  made  to  dtaw  or  cany  heavy  stones  about  the 
room- 
To  the  honotir  of  Lieutenants  ScfawostoffandDavi- 
doff  it  must  here  be  added  that  they  endeavoured  bf 
every  means  in  thdr  power  to  rei>ressthi»e  abuses:  toe 
httcr  in  particuhr  was  a  real  fiither  (o  die  sick»  and  was 
always  ready  to  give  them  assistance  with  a  depte  of 
|>hilanthropy  raruy  to  be  &mid.  But  the  obdunuy  of 
the  under  overseer,  who  often  in  the  exercise  ofhis  pow« 
er  "went  beyond  the  limits  prescribed  him»  exceeded  all 
belief.  TheGovemfir  VpnBaranoff  hadre^nedthe 
supreme  command  to  the  pfeciipotentiary ;  and  die  lat- 
ter  being  whoU  v  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  such  a 
trust,  suffered  himself  to  be  led  too  much  by  a  subor- 
dinate officer  of  the  nameof  K  ■  i » one  of  die  most 
unfeeling  men  that  ever  existed^  exceeding  any  thing 
ever  drawn  by  l^hakspeare  in  any  of  his  characters ; 
one  to  whom  for  die  sake  of  humanity  it  were  to  be 
wished  power  should  never  be  entrusted.  The  former 
Governor  would  sometimes  make  representations  to  the 
plenipotentiary,  but  in  vain,  and  was  obliged  at  last  to 
conclude  with,  *^  Well,  Sir,  it  must  be  as  you,  not  as  I 
please." 

Itinust  be  confessed  that  christian  love,  ^mpathy, 
and  participation  in  the  sufierings  of  others,  are  ideas 
here  absolutely  unknown.  Captain  Dwdf^  one  of  the 
most  compassionate  and  benevolent  of  men,  who  often 
made  methesliarerof  hisjoysand  sorroji's,  sighing  ooe 
day  over  the  numi^rs  tliat  were  constantly  dyin^  said 
to  me :  **  It  is  indeed  very  extraordinary  that  Christians 
can  practise  so  litde  philanthropy  towards  each  other. 
The  body  of  the  Proniuschlenik  is  thrown  carelcsdy 
into  the  earth,  and  all  ceremony  of  interment  is  waved 
VI  hh  the  Aleutian.  V\'e  scarcely  see  a  friend  or  a  com* 
rude  ibllowuig  his  deceased  feltow-countiyman  tothc 
pravc.  B'tineral  ceremonies,  which  under  some  form 
or  oiIkt  are  practised  cvta  among  the  most  uncultivated 
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nations,  and  which  fer  Ae  sake  of  example  oujght  here 
to  be  performed  with  particukir  decency  and  decorum, 
93em  tD  be  thin^  of  which  people  have  no  idea.*' 

Conaiderii^  it  my  duty,  as  a  physician,  I  endeavour- 
ed td  give  the  sufferers  every  assistance  in  my  power; 
but  my  voice,  as  well  as  tbiat  of  Lieutenant  jDavidoflF, 
however  raised  against  such  abuses,  was  too  weak  to  be 
heard.  In  vain  did  I  entreiA  to  have  a  dry,  warm,  airy^ 
and  dean  apartment  allotted  to  the  sick,  and  pointed  out 
a  place  where  diey  would  be  totembly  well  situated ;  in 
yaia  did  I  desire  to  have  all  the  medicid  assistance  af- 
laded  me  that  circumstances  would  permit*  At 
Iei^;tf»,  when  it  could  no  kmgef  be  doubted,  firnn  tha 
constandy  iacreasdng  number  of  the  sick,  that  the  cala*^ 
mkT  was  augmented  by  the  close,  dirty,  damp  nature 
of  tne  place  wheie  the  suffiircrs  ^vere  heaped  together, 
to  remedy  the  evil,  those  CQn»dered  as  in  the  greatest 
danger  were  retoioved  into  a  low,  damp,  cold  hut,  al« 
most  entiiely  open  to  the  outward  air  ^  but  stitl  so  httlc 
cate  and  attention  was  j^id  tbem^  that  diqr  were  not 
even  allowed  wood  for  firing.  When  any  one  was  re- 
moved hither,  he  always  considered  it  as  an  infallible 
indication  of  being  near  his  end ;  it  was  something  of 
the  same  feeling  ay  if  a  sick  person  yet  living  was  car- 
ried to  the  chureh^yard.  'fnb  picture  may  appear 
overcharged  and  improbable,  particularly  as  it  was 
manifestly  the  interest  of  the  Company,  if  possible,  to 
presecve  the  lives  of  the  people  and  keep  them  in  good 
health  :  but  what  motive  mould.or  could  induce  mc 
to  invent  such  a  story  ?^  It  was  as  little  comprehensible 
to  me  as  it  will  b^  to  others,  how  any  set  of  people 
coutd  act  in  such  a  manner,  equally  inconsistent  with 
their  own  interests  and  with  humanity,  and  it  would 
have  ^ven  me  much  greater  pleasure  if!  conld  ha\e 
entertained  my  readers  with  cheerful  scenes,  if  1  could 
have  given  tnem  a  picture  of  human  nature  under  a 
moie  blooming  and  happy  aspect. 

Better  food  was  as  liule  to  be  obtained  for  the  suf- 
ferers as  a  better  lodging.     Very  often  when  I  applied 
lo  the  overseers  for  this  purpose,  representing^  tliat.tiv»SA.'r, 
rice,  molasses,  and  ©ther  whnlesoftie  k\mh  of  nourLli 
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ment,  were  of  more  importance  to  the  sick  than  medi- 
cine,  and  that  a  wholesome  Uquor  might  be  made  for 
diem  to  drink  from  die  spruce-fir  wim  molasses,  the) 
laughed  at  me,  and  said,  "  that  must  be  a  prettj  doc- 
tor who  would  cure  his  patients  with  good  eating  and 
drinking,  instead  of  medicine." 

The  situation  of  the  settlement  hoiv^ever  became  e- 
very  day  more  and  more  critical.  Almost  all  the  works 
.^were  at  a  stand,  and  scarcely  any  of  the  PromiiscUeniks 
could  be  said  to  be  free  from  disease.  It  became  then 
absolutely  necessary  that  some  measures  should  be  ta- 
ken, if  possible,  to  stop  the  pr(^;ress  of  the  8Ciirv>\ 
The  under-overseers  h^d  however  so  abused  the  confi- 
dence which  had  been  placed  in  them  by  the  plmipo. 
tendary  and  the  governor,  and  for  some  months  so  wast. 
ed  tht  stock  of  provisions,  in  making  merr^  with  their 
favourites,  that  even  had  the  best  dispositioQ  in  the 
world  b^n  shown  to  relieve  the  sick,  toe  means  were 
scarcely  now  to  be  obtaiiKsd. 

So  many  cabmitbus  circumstances  at  length  rouzed 
M.  Von  Kesanoff,  and  he  formed  the  plan  of  a  new  ex- 
ped^tion  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Juno  for  procuring  a 
supply  of  fresh  provisions.  The  most  northerly^  of  the 
Spanish  possessions  in  this  part  of  the  globe,  St.  Fran* 
CISCO,  on  the  coast  of  New  Albion,  Was  the  place  fixed 
upon  for  this  visit. ,  The  Sandwich  Isl^ids  might  per. 
haps  have  been'preferred  for  the  purpose  in  an  economi- 
ical  point  of  view,  but  political  reasons  led  to  the  choice 
of  St.  Francisca  . 

As  soon  as  the  voyage  wasi  resolved  on,  the  ship 
Elizabeth  was  dispatoied  to  Kodiak  to  bring  away  the 
clergyman,  that  he  might  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
expraidon,  as  M.  Von  Resanoff  hoped,  that,  through 
his  intervention,  a  better  intelligence  might  be  brought 
about  with  the  religious  Spaniards. 

It  were  useless  to  enter  more  diffusely  into  die  pri- 
vate  history  of  the  administration  of  die  settlement :  the 
reader  must  already  have  had  enough  of  such  scenes. 
1  shall  rather  therefore  now  advert  to  some  observation:^ 
on  Natural  History  made  in  a  letter  wliich  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  sf  ndinij  from  N*"w  Archatip:^!,  to  my  e^r 
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edient  fiiend  and  tutor,  Coiuiaeilor  UiniiQiback  cf 
Gotdngen ;  the  only  time  during  my  stay  diat  such  an 
opportuiuty  of  writing  to  Europe  was  jxtsented  me.  I 
give  the  letter  at  lengm,  hofungdiat  it  may  not  be  with* 
outinterest  to  die  rader,  and  trusting  diat  ibc  veutn- 
bleiDfAtp, wliom.it  is  fOOt^fx^  tiiU  not  ^.a  ^^-p^ 

"w^  <l^:*¥  PffF  ^9*»H>t^  fl*"  v«?'[9»*- 


C  o9 


V- 


3|$     L£IT9»   T9  COUKiSIilraE  BtVHIlfMCR- 


^O  THE  AULIC  COUNSELLOR,  PROFES- 
SOR  BLUMENBACH  OF  GOT^INGEN. 


I^ew  Archangel,  Norfolk  Souadf  od  t|ie  N.  W.  ooast  ef 

America. 

WthmMXfi  1806. 

%    .   •  .   The  dreadful  storm,  whkh  I 

mentioned  in  the  last  letter  I  had  the  honour  of  writing 
to  yoU|  is  not  to  be  compared  to  the  more  frightful 
moral  tempests  which  it  has^nce  that  time  been  my  lot 
to  encomiter. 

A  blind  zeal  for  Natural  Histoiy,  repeated  promises 

bodi  in  writing  and  by  word  of  mouth,  of  idl  possible 
support  in  the  pursuit  of  my  objects  for  die  promotion 
of  science,  consequently  die  most  pleasing  prospects 
that  could  be  presented  to  me,  perhaps  also  a  little  titil' 
lation  in  Doctor  Gall^s  ornn  of  wandering,  induced  me 
.to  leave  the  expedidon  under  the  command  of  Cap^in 
Krusenslem,  and  td  accompany  the  Ambassador  Voir 
Resanoffto  the  north-west  coast  of  America.  We  left 
Kamschatka  on  the  fourteenth  of  June,  and  arrived  in 
Norfolk  Sound  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  August  Since 
that  time,  burkd  in  this  remote  part  of  the  new  world, 
ipy  only  cbnsdation  has  been  to  sigh  and  long  for  the 
old  one.  Arour  arrival,  we  found  this  new  settlement 
of  the  Russio- American  Company  in  want  of  almost 
all  the  neciessaries  of  life.' 

My  habitation  is  &  miserable  litde  chamber,  with 
scarcely  any  furniture,  and  so  &r  from  beine  weather- 
tight,  that  in  heavy  showere  the  rain  comes  mrougb  di« 
^  rectly  upon  my 'bed  ;  nor  have  I  even  this  poor  apart- 
ment to  mjjrsclf :  it  is  shared  with  me  by  a  liuntcr. 
The  principal  light  it  rteeives  is  from  a  lamp.    I  ^^^'^' 
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iBjr-diiiiier^as  wen  ai  allMrfao  am  in  the  suite  df  the  Ple- 
mpotentoiiy  Von  Besanofl^  at  the  table  of  the  superin* 
tendenC  of  the  settfementy  M»  Von  Baranoff,  who  with 
an  unusual  hospitaliQr  has  entertained  us  the  whole 
winterthrottg^  aceor&ig  to  the  best  of  hb  ability ,  with^ 
out  any  remuneration  on  our  part ;  and  on  the  north* 
west  coast  of  America  Abia  no  trifle. 

If^however^  I  am  dispoacd  to  eat  at  any  other  time,  t 
find  nqrself  under  the  necessuty  of  ahoMiog  crows,  or 
aceking  far musdes,  or^dse  of  beg^ki|;a  piece  of  £itof 
whde  or  sea-dog.  On  several  occasions,  when,  hav* 
ii^  bought  a  few  pounds  of  ship-toscitit  from  Uie  Com- 
pany's warehouses,  I  could  not  iidp  giving  a  part  away 
anuBg  my  fa^ngiy  iwi^Uxnirs,  if  i  came  again  to  mar* 
ket  too  soon,  I  was  veproachod  with  prodi^ity.*  A« 
moog  odier  old  stores  sold  since  we  came  was  aquan? 
tity  m  lyoJour  which  h^d  been  brouglit  from  Siberia^ 
sfflid  had  lain  even  perhaps  for  years  in  the  Company's 
waichamfis  at  Oohoisk,  or  Kodiak :  die  bread  mMe 
from  it  WIS  dtyy  black,  bitter,  md  otherwise  tastekss. 
The  numerauaciewof  huntors,  or  PromuscMenikay  and 
the  Aleutians^  awe  fed  upon  dried  fish,  berries^  traJo-^alt 
and  the  flesh  d*  whales  or  sea-dogs. 

My  principal  occupation,  as  soon  as  I  had  settled  my* 
sdfyWas  to  shoot  water-*fowl»  in  which  IhaVe  found 
the  double  advantage  diat  the  flesh  ^haa  served,  me  fer 
fi)od,  and  that  the  mna  are  preserved  as  objects  of  Na<^ 
tural  History.  Happily  for  me,  there  was  a  tokraUe 
suppty  of  powder  aiad  shot  in  the  m^atines,  dioufi^ 
indeed  aom^imes  it  has  not  been  widiout  diflScM% 
diat  I  eoukl  obtain  any,  even  bv  pay  ii^  for  it    At  first 

I  did  fl0t  uaderstaad  very,  watt  w  nature  of  these  thi^Rs» 
and  made  my  lequests  to  die  und«-ovtcse^  wMi 
modesty  wd  timidity.  At  le^^gtbl  b^an  to  assume 
an  authoritative  tone,  and  foond  Inyself  by  fharmeana 
often  in  posseswm  of  objects  .wbichat  first  I  had  been 
positively  assured.were  not  included  in  the  stores^    A* 
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*  It  is  to  be  observed  .that  eveiy  thing  here  was  necessarilj 
purchased  upon  credit,  si^ice  the^f  wasno  such  thing  as  money 

Ui  chnibiicm  at  thf  settlcrncnt.'  '         • 
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a  leather  IM*;  or  brfMa;  vriik^^ykk 

tievcr  hi9t  Doen  nk  to  Butf  ob  Uf  Iwilh^l  InvuMcf 

MTMStD  mvrich  |IUFp096»  ' 

if^htch,  abte !  I  am  dbodnttied  to  be  an  cyMftataj 
the  daily  chagrins  to  wU^  I  im  expdbeB;  ttiwUch 
aimosc  war  out  Mcn  mfwiitva  ns  aonfiijyfinBoi, 
iny  uiosc  caocraioQ  9vsnD|  aMU  yoomij  cnfmaiinDciiu 

oMd  te>  such  dbservatidQa  hi  Nifthral  nMHy  «  i  Wit 
bDmcoabM  to  inak^« 

Thecttmafeisnotaotm^eiUas  mi^btmfcaA 
at  fifty •aeven  degfocs  df  noftbMi  tatfttHk ;  >  alMit  tico  cy 
t^velvC  degrees  by  -Bdmaim  haa  bem  the  msSm 
fanghth  of  the  thentioiiicter  IhmughiNttflte  iMfeft  On 
tfaeefeveothoflaiiuary,  ISOfHM&h  latlK^CQllatt*^ 
li^faafisyd  daring  11^  staf, -6ft  ttarniMBeid^WM  it 
stxtiRn  dfcgre^i  bbbnir  the  flecatilg  tMoti- '  MR  Ww 
DiMf,  a  ckizen  ftfttie  Untted  8M^<tf  A«Mte>«l» 
has  passed  thefriiiibrM  ttfc  MtHtMtmt  l>«<liifc«t' 
fri«d  it  tbdinrtiK  <M»le«  acrftfe  te  MarfUkSDald 
than  at  Boston,  Rhode  Island,  mdtMfflr  oidUrilHibftic 
UiaiM  Slaies,  Irhl*  lib  more  t»tlie  BMdK  TM  Iwy 
is  dwaysopen  to  ^4essds,  thoa|;h  the  taOm  tf-MK 
liftte  lo^ft,  eiitvdrjbiiclMed  b^  Mlilw^ttMi^^ 
Aomteittes  6ov«»e&'IIMi  a  ltalncdiftaf4ab  <9ti^ 
gdeftdf  ^vindaft  Qidatfdnam'  expeBencuBdi  Itt  tg 
arewJVeroftoqgdtan^lott  Ise4^sNwfm  tfwBWi 
tie  ttir  thTMilglH  tnit  Veh'  litdfermM^  ^ 
yakfeim  l^eeenlbeir  toKbout  MM<di or i^ 
Tfmaet'iitikteA  tiaf»  rwjfy  tn  MAUHfari  4Rf  *>< 
nl()l«fl«WlemteBeteMAel'teidf«m  lB'd»;»jP- 
termODm  Aeitr  ift  oRen  «o  chftived  «rMi  dBMrio^i 
ihat  ttr  Aiiii^'hotM  t»{RMar  in  lib  ^MBat-i^B* 
liltiish  gi^  metAai  figHt,  tldUd  ft.  HdM^  "^ 
Ehn's  m^,  may  be  seen^vipoA  the  bkytnem^xei  to  «■' 
muskets,  or  upon  the  meud  heads  of  the  •flag'Staffi  o" 
thefortificd  h'lll.  •         .      *  - 

There  is  ho  levd  ground  of  any  extent  in  the  oeign- 
Jwurhood  of  the  settlement.    On  every  side  arc  stop 


initfeM*  hMiratiJWr  MH^cora^  iVi* tbitk darV 
wMb*.  Bui whirovfr thers k any  levdfKlufidyparci- 
miWr  if  it  be  w  •  awthem  otpawieg  theie  b  little 
dottbl  btoffhat  the  sp^t  wouUbe  capubk  of  eukimdoik* 
SonoMiti  irtMh  M.  Von  Boranoff  soited  upon  a 
rtiiB  Manrit  iipwied  ejrtfemdy  well,  and  potatoes  thrive 
€tMr4m^y^    It  is  true,  that  there  aie  manjr  verybdt 

d^iniMlfiier,  biMth»higbhiU^MVc»e^ 
attract  the  .dMdai  whichi  fcUiag  ia  ahowcov  entet- 
tai^^idoxMm  moiflbm^  Sevend  alieaapli  have  been 
iBMide  bir  thegOfernor  tabum  apadof  thb  forests  io  the 
neighbolilhood  of  the  settkoMOt,  but  owing  to  the 
9Wl  mtAetximf  thete  caperiiaeots  have  never  succeed:-' 
cd«    ^  all  tf»  k>w  pahto  are  krge  and  deep  mcaaBses. 

The  hi|^  hills  eomistt  ^uilie  to  the  aea^ahoKC,  of  a 
hart  aad  fiiift  paiiiyd  gpimite>  Some  are  pointed^fockyt 
Ifctteoi  and  ni^ed  i  dhera  are  from  tor  top  to  abmst 
iMtf .  Miy  down  covered  with  trees,  particiilarly  the 
splbqe4r,  )iJaM  i»9iadmsi^,  a^ 
tjgmkim,  p^fnilu$  iakandfiva.  The  woods  and  hiUs, 
enaiadQOQiof.thefaMdteD  deeUvitie%  and  tfaeBumber 
offilln  titaSf  are  iaoMBiy  parts  abeolutdl^  inaccessibk. 
Itia  often  a  anatier  of  the  utaeost  astoDishaMit  to  see 
Ao  immense  trunks  of  trees  cKogiDg  to,  the  rocksi  on 
vttioh  theieis  searoely  the  slightest  covering  of  eeith, 
teowitig  out  their  roots  aroiind^aaif  to  hold  thdsisdves 
£0ti  and  to  seek  for  noiiriabQihBiiL  Many  of  the  trett 
Msaimc  a  hundred  and  fifi|r .  feet  m  be^bth,  and  six 
fiSet  in  diameier*  TbejraMd  excelletit  wood  £x  ship  * 
teiUi^and«iMi.  The  tetives  make  oanoes  of  a 
flk^^niaiu  I  bavt aacta them  tfty  ^ in  kngdi,  four 
'ftotiAid  'olitf  vride,  ted  neariy  three  fiott  hi^,  so  that 
-Aeiy  wtwld  hold  thirty  peraona. 

•Many aortal  taoeUent  berries  grow Jieee»  and  in 
fp«et  abaackiioe,  partfonkrly  the  murex  nodus^  or  A* 
inerii^  <4iesoot,  and  the  ribes  nigrum^  or  Uapk  cur* 
rait.  l%e  season  was  so  &r  advanced  when  I  arj^iv- 
ed,  dMt,  exeiepting  some  mosses  in  blow,  I  could  not 
obtain  any  botanical  trcasuvcs^  « 

Of  animak  dPthe  Marrunalia  class,  there-  arewhaW, 
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86B«4ofpi  sei-HoM)  sosi  maraif  Md  rifer^otterSf  bfown 
and  black  bears.  The  htier  I  bafenever  been  fiinudi- 
<^with  an  oj^xxtuftiqr  of  emmiotiqi;  aGCuiatdy ;  the 
^ze»  bovvever,  and  the  nature  of  the  skin,  whidi  Ihave 
frequently  had  theneans  of  examining,  lead  me  to  coih 
dder  the  American  black  bear  as  of  a  q^eciea  veiy^- 
&rcnt  fiom  ibt  brown. 

«  Xhmy  niimaoQs  shoodng  parties,  the  Moimi^Urd^ 
ihU  more  panioularly  ante*  my  observstion. 

^na$  m$iriiimka.  Tins  l)eautifiil  species  of  duds 
irst  appealed  aboat  the  end  of  September,  and  stayed 
in  the  Sound  all  the  winter ;  diey  areveiynipid  in  thdr 
flight,  extremehr  shy,  and  ate  aejdom  seen  in  o>m* 
pames  of  more  than  four,  or  at  tfie  utmost  six. 

Jlna9  peN^dttcOtt.  Tbese  4ucks,  vfbkdti  are  very 
rare  in  £uiope,  are  abo  not  to  be  sMn  till  theaid  of 
Septeitibcr:  diey  come  then  io  great  abundance  and  in 
hrge  flocks.  1  hey  fly  in  the  evening  out  to  sea,  and 
in  tlie  morning  send  one  or  more  of  tfie  most  experien- 
ced to^  ceoonnQitre  the  part  where  they  wish  to  pass  die 
day,  kst  any  snaies  should  be  laidfor  didm.  Oneor 
two  of  the  nock  ako  remain,  upon  the  si»r£ice  of  the 
water  aU  iby,  as  a  sort  <tf  guard,  wltie  tfafe  greater  num- 
ber dive  in  search  of  food. 

Antu  gladaka.  This  is  a  spedetonot  common  in 
Norfo&  Sound,  but  abounding  mudi  at  Kodiak:  it 
breeds  clndlv  on  that  island,  mxi  on  the  peninsula  of 
Alaksa.  The  harmonious  tmmpet-iyne  notes  of  ttis 
bird  distinguisiies  k  from  every  other  q)ecitt  of  duck* 
It  diyes  very  deep  under  lie  water,  and  Kves  priRcipaj- 
ly  upon  sheU-fish.  It  draws  in  a  large  provision  of  ajr 
\m  diving,  a  small  part  of  which  it  exhales  fitmi  time  to 
time,  so  that  in  calm  weather,  by  the  little  bnbbia 
wludb  ascepd  from  this  emission  of  air,  its  coorse  un- 
der the  water,  may  be  easily  tracked  :  it  swims  very 
last,  making  very  4ong  strokes.   * 

jljiasbureplmta.  l*his  is,  according  to  my  opinion, 
nwi  aud  the  same  duck^ith  the  afta$  albeo/a  and  irias 
ntsUc^i^  \v^  ^^mclVm^s  i^y^Ktrnia  A^fSticras }  it  appeared  in 
XnifMrt:  S^Tiindcarlv  iii  <5ctobfr#  * 


'.  BesUeaflieseylwir  gifat  nuidbeni  of  te  fbikNi»iiig 
birds : 

Anas  boschas.  Lams  marimts. 

Anas  mwfUa.  Mceio  Akmn. 

'    AnOserecca.  (hnms&cuert 

'  Anasfu^Cy  with  several  other     Caamsan  carax. 
sortB  cf  dBdc8«  Tetmo  Lagopus^-^ 

CdpmbuM  wrUus.  ^fhe  bbMdLtmUefirott 

Ommbus  ar^iAcus.  the  aoaetothr  eyes  was 

Cofymim  QtUk.  soveefy  distinguisba- 

Ue. 


»   / 


Mergus  Serratffr  Aadt^  Qarrubis. 

Mcrgus  Mergaumr.  Sglma  Troglodytes^ 

Peleeanus  Unle^         -  mrix  Mjfcieam 

J^ekcanus  Qraculns^  SMx  pass€rina*> 

Xjtvrus  gkme$is.    <  -  Tardus  funrius4 


Ot^dumiedea extdmsSf cr^dbatfost,  laair  some tif 
a  dark  brawny  others Blmott  entir^  wfake;  the  former 
I  conjectured  to  be  the  yoiii^,  the  latter  the  old/binls; 
Tbey  ooibmonly  appear  ia  thcw  northern  ilartsin  the 
greatest  nttmbors  about  Biaroh  and  ApriU  the  time 
when  the  shoals  of  herrings  aqnually  come;  they  arc 
particubrly  fond  of  diese  fish*  The  Akutians  call  tliis 
bird  a^m  ;  their  nests  are  oot^ibund  by  any  of  these 
northehi  nadons.  They  have,  xxtj  great  strei^th  in 
ihek  terg^  bills,  and  make  a  mnaci  notnnlike  the  bleat- 
ing cf  a  goat  or  sliMp*  Itispiobahiy  hpnoe  that  they 
are  caUed  by  the  French  rHouMisdu  cap*    • 

In  February  one  of  them  was  brought  to.0ie,  upon 
which  I  could  not  discover  the  slighleat  ^VQund.  On 
inquiry  how  it  vv^as  caught,  I  was  ansiveredt  iy-ihs  hand* 
Upon  a  &rth(er  investigation  into  the  matter,  I  was  ai^ 
siured  by  the  Akutians  unaniniously,  that  in  the  calms, 
whidi  commonly  succeed  to  a  vibient  gale  of  wind, 
they  cannot  fly ;  if  pursued  "by  land  thc^  mtiQ  run  to 
the  water,  endeavouring  to  escape  by  swimming,  but  it 
iHthen  easy  to  follow*  them  miK  jhc  butdarkas,  wlitn 
They  rtlay  be  taken  with  tlit*  hand,  or  killed  by  a  sptar 


or  Aefitrotectf^anoor.  lIhsyiaittcoiiMMNfl)rtflyka& 
when  they  first  af^iear  in  the  spring,  but  after  b^raoeu 
]ng,a  short  time  upon  the  herrings,  gimr  fat,  and  are 
verygood  eitting. 

This^ird  was  often  seen  by  us,  and  imkm^$«n 
also  hy  many  <otber  seamen  in  the  South  Soa  tbA  \x- 
twettn  the^tfo^es.  Ti»  ktaenot  to  l^e  dia^vii -firpm 
'this circumstance,  end  firom  thefiiottbattiiqr  «e  not 
known  to  make 'their  nests  any  whore,  oxceptii^vibout 
Cape  Horn,  appears  to  be  tfiat  they-%  4raBi  ^^  most 
southern  regions  of  the  globe  to  the.  Aioetnoidieiii.  It 
13  not  therdore  difficult  to  comprdiend,  that  a  bird 
wMch  never  itsts  upon  the  wavqi.af  the  a^t^unog  a 
•storm,  but  slams  meir  sdrboe^sQtyvjwdefyiiag  than, 
and  ddighKs  in  dK  most  teflOBestuous  momt  vbicli 
chuses  ti^fi^ehlftil  r^icns  of  QqpedHom  tsiils<&four- 
ite  abode,  which  can  bear  the  temmWMeiaf  every 
climate,  fiom  die  south  pole  throu^  the  hottest  zooe  of 
the  earth  to  the  north  pole ;  itseemsea»l)rtobeooDij3re- 
hended,  IaBy,.lhat8ueh?a  bM^  whose  ^p^tic  ^H^ 
spread  out  to  a  bicadft  cf^tenor  t»ielVei^Detyfllioii)dDot 
be  able  to  %  in  a  dead.*c{dm. 

Folen^  kmoc^phabiu  TUs  *  faeautifill  m^i  with  a 
white  head  iffid  white  tail,  lis  to  be  fimnd  liere  in  the 
greatest  numbers  in  spang,,  dttring'  the  hcn^^  season, 
but  in  autumn  it  appears  .to  imigiate  more  todiesouth; 
single  ones  are,.hbwevfcr,  to  be  seen  oecfi^ooidhr  the 
whole  year  round/  Though  its  ^ourite  Ibod  »  nsb,  it 
will  also  prey  upon  ducks,  geese,  and  young  sea-lions. 
Theflesh  is  eatable^  in  ^  first  year  that  the  Russians 
were  here  th^  kiUed  and  «at  above  two  hundred;  I 
have,  sometimes,  when  pressed  by  hunger,  eaten  then 
myself,  and  found  dxrm  not  ilLflavoarea*  T%e  entrails 
must  be  carefully  thrown  away  :  the  liver  is  consider- 
ed as  ycry  pernicious,  it  is  even  said  1^  some  to  be 
poisonous. 

These  Uids  mdce  their  nests  at  Korfolk.  Sound,  up- 
on high  trees,  but  at  Oonalasfaka  among  the  rocks. 
They  are  formed  of  twig:^  hned  with'm  with  down  fca 
thers.  The  same  birds  appear  to  come  to  the  same 
iif;>t  f(T  f>c^T^{^l  vcars- successive] V.     Theegwan*^- 


^MBti)ip4ieflfabaaU^«-   7tiemu«phiaD3,make 

gmt  iijBp ,  of  a»c  fiwhewgT^i^jC^lea  ^^.  their  orna- 
taaOM,  Oq  sa4eiiia'o(wasioM,,itaq  aFt}^ir,(lapces,.t]ie]r| 
cover  th^-bea^  H^dpeopv^^^t^iefrL^fo  tbat^y 
loakaMftlicsrwese'pow^^ilp^  af^r,tiip  f^cmeafi  far, 
ahuni  void  tuey  bald  a  wing;ioi  ^pC  the  bud  in  theh^ 
hrads  far  a^fi^.  ,lV;wv^-^»|a|n,  pid^tdMy  ^  '^^ 
and  11^  .41S  uapd.w  iflmiiKlM(^'^*uc|ung^^^^^^ 


The .  Htimata/fiu  OitralupUf,  f^  pyster-c^chcr.f  ^ 
twtaofiowoai  hfy^  as  tf , Qyi^ai^ki  yd  aoffig  of  tfe 
ctber. Atotfian Hw^  J^|tltiav^ujP''>Uii)^i^°^ 

rrtB^ipg  dya.,IjQe  jift.qppfiifiCf  ^igtffjuy  betw^athe 
tMBdbere  and  ioi  ^uri^ 

wkb  let^Qiogy  ;  yoHi 
a|rprimdiw(WB^vi« 

pmoDi,  u^at  It  seeni^ 
nrfyftfyn  hnJng  de^ji^ 
faave  not  observea  «iy  [ 

ufaoitarete  be  found ^ the  Aleutian  Xalaiids.  Wehave 
amial  aart»  <tf  saLnun,  bolybutt,  wlutinjn,  cod,  and 
hemngs ;  the  Jatter  come  up  into  the  Bound  in  April  to 
apawo.  At  ibat  time  the  natives  laj  a  number  (tf  little 
sods  of  jHne-wood  smoothed  over,  with  stones  tied  to 
-tbaDf  undo'  the  water ;  aaiwng  thne  the  fish  cast  their 
lOCBt  which,  on  account  of  its  naturally  slimy  nature, 
alicks  &st  to  them.  When  the  rods  are  taiwn  out  of  the 
water,  smeaKd  over  wiUi  the  roe,  they  have  very  much 

*  Tbia  biti  is  common  on  nranj  parts  of  the  cMSts  both  of 
Am  tuid  Americas  it  ia  about  the  att  of  a  croir,  and  hu  very 
red  feet,  wheoce  it  baa  acqolred  the  name  of  hgtmataftm*  blaB»> 
fact.  It  feedi  on  many  kintla  of  ibcll-fiib,  bat  particalarlj  00 
OfBtera,  wtiich  it  apcDi  with  great  dexteritj,  aad  it  has  a  wa^  of 
ifldicatitig  to  otber  water-fowt  by  «  particular  cTf  where  the 
prey  is  la  be  found.  The  flesh  and  xg^s  of  this  bird  are  a  fa* 
voili'ite  fotjd  wilhthe  IcjHandera.  '' 


I 
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die  appearance' of  corah  The  roe  fo  scraped  off,  and  is 
considered  as  a  great  painty,  having  acquired  a  pleasing 
flavour  from  the  pine- wood. 

The  aea  is  very  rich  mjiroductions  of  various  kMs, 
tiphrv^Rta  sepia^  many  kinds  cf  sbe)I>fish,  as  k^^  thi- 
fMy  thdas^  pima  'mtftihsf  wkh  a  number  of  vermes, 
zoophytes^  moOusca^  mcfhtsa^  eehhrii  asternty  spmgtc^ 
&c.^Scc.  Myfiviid  and  travelling  companion,  Coun- 
sdk^  TUe^us,  M^ho  has  studied  this  branch  of  Natural 
History  so  deeply,  would  have  been  here  mort  at  home 
dian  myseE  -  But  how  tnu<^  aoeV^  I  should  have 
been  sratifed  with  preserringmanjjr  of  diese  objects  for 
Kim,  1  must  have  abandoned  theiSea.  even  if  I  could 
have  been  supblied-wkb-apirits  topregjervf  ^diem, which 
was  hardly  to  oe  expected,  since  tne'thtti^poitihg  them 
over  hmd  to  St  Peteqtbur^  would  ;have  been  an  ex- 
t)ence  beyond  my  means ;— ^I  even' doub^  whcfter  it 
tvouldhavebeenpos^letodoiti.  '  * 

These  cursory  rekharks  ftxwtt  my  -ttifeeraWe  winter 
quarters  \vill,  I  hope,  l)e  kin^  aebepted  as  a  toKeh  of 
remembrance,  -and  wititi  ny  moit'^inceife  Vishcsfor 
your  health  apd'faapjnn^,' I  atn,1kt;. ' 

^     'G.H.VbiiLA*cskoRrn 


I.     •      *      •  ♦*(•«.  i' 


'  • » 
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CHAPTER  V. 


J^mU  ^the  Klabisehumsy  the  Ordinal  InbabitanU  of 
NoirfoOc  Sottndj  to  tii€  Russian  Settlement. — Excur- 
sion  to  vi&i'  the  natives^  andfiiendlif  reception  exjic" 
rieaeed/hm  them>^^7heiT  HaHntaHon^  and  the  mm' 
her  m  which  it  isJbrt^ied.'^MQmers  and  Custofn^  of 
the  JS/it6ue»^ 


IMMEDIATELY  after  the  conquest  of  New 
Ai^ehaogpl,  and  the  peace  made  in  consequence  of  it, 
tbc  Krfnachiana  retired,  and  fixed  thrir  abode  in  the 
^ioittMiaat  part  of  ihe  Island  bf  Sitcba,  upon  a  high  rocky 
point  of  land^  in  latitude  57^  46'  norths  longitude  134^ 
40"  west.  Notwithstanding  that  the^  lived  ostensibly 
upon  the  most  amicable  foodng^  with  the  Russians, 
mi  vmtti  them  from  time  to  time  at  New  Archangel, 
ihqr  Ihoug^  it  expedient  to  focti^  their  habutation  to 
die  utmost  of  their  abilities^  not  feeling  confident  that 
their  new  frieods.might  not  seek  also  to  drive  them  from 
thence.  It  was  probably  fear  alone,  the  terror  which 
had  been  inspired  by  the  European  artillery,  and  the 
n  power  tbqr  saw  that  it  g^ve  the  inivaders  over  them, 
wUoh  oiade  them  assume  an  outward  shew  of  frieiid- 

Tbev  visits  we  commonly  made  an  large  companies 
of  both  sexes ;  they  come  in  canoes^  very  neatly  and  in- 
geniouly  hoUowed  from  the  trunk  of  a  single  tree,  and 
they  always  advance  towards  the  Russian  settlement 
singing  and  rawing  to  a*  measured  time*  When  they 
have  reached  the  landing-place  they  stop,  and  one  from 
the  midst  of  them  make^i  a  long  oration  ;  nor  do  they 
attempt  to  land  till  Nanok^  as  he  is  called  by  them,  ihdi 
.  is  theCamniand.mt  X'onBaraiiofF,  or  somebody  dv*pu« 
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ted  by  IMB9 

assures  them  that  they  will  most  wkb  »fiiea%.«asep. 
tion.  1  was  infcnnod  hv  the  iptm»c|us  ifcot  tee 
speeches  are  composed  with  veAodt  and  ooiriKtDri- 
cally  s  th^  oooslii  of  lon^  peliod%  Ij^  ml  art  of 
which  appesiB  to  be  iqicating  the  same  (houditoier 
and  over  again  under  diflmit  mnda.  ^  Weanen 
your  enemies,  we  sought  to  do  yoo  iqwyt  you*  woe 
our  enemies, you  aoil^ to injaee ya:*i  wi'^whtote 
good  friends,  wk  inmA  fotffit  ikt  post^  wmrnktigat 
wish  to  molest  yoa,  fo<bcar/loin|mgils»hfthwBfftg' 
waideood  friends  to  qs."  Thcaa  entmlsaiiliGaifr 
times  fai&t  half  an  hour*  .  .;-.v..\ 

When  the  proper  assutanoesof  fricodihqpLamfncQ 
they  vcntureon  shore,  and  die  commandant, nfio im 
studied  dieir  humours,  ciders  a  tent  to  be  phcfasd  far 
them,  and  a  profiiae  dmoer  to  be  paqHsM*:  2llel:bief 
alone,  or  the  moat  distit^ishsd  amon^  tfar  giift  ^ 
permitted  to  come  upon  the  forttfod  hill,.theiall  dm 
not  think  4>fit«  it  is  astonishing  how  mKi^.tfHto 
hvapety  of  things  these  people  mil  cat*  Thnanvof 
fond  of  rice,  bemefi,  the  flesh  and  feittaf  sea-dogs,  fiifaf 
&C.  8cCm  bm  wiU  iiot  4ouch  the  lit  or  tasimoitoi  wW^ 
and  always  intteat  that  it  may  not  be  aet  befaedtOD. 
Though  they  would  lUce  brandy  veqr  mtMM^^ 
ject  it  because  th^ ^ee  thee&ctdiat  itpmdMOr^ 
are  afraid  that,  if  deprived  of  their  soaMy  thqi^vflhooU 
ftUiolothepowd?of4beRuBiaaDs..'  .i    .; 

The  Kalusohians  are.  eommoiify^<)f  amiddliiigfli' 
tuff,  bui'Stroikg  anade ;  thsy  haveblaolD.liair*md-diK9 
comphsxh)m,  whkdi  aie  raiderad  wmae  by  dMaaatfaSf 
die  coal,  and  the  diflS^xeut  cobiocd  ochrea  withadwfa 
^diey  bei»near  themadves*  Thqr  do  not  affpea:  io  bve 
the  least  affinity  with  d)e  Mongol  tittieavthqr^i"^ 
general  large  fieiy  eyes,  a  saa^  ftitt  beoodinoiey^ 
large  cheek  bones ;  indeed,  in  aU  leqieo^  Itfgeand 
atroiigly  marked  features.  TIic  mm  have  little  «r  no 
beard)  since,  like  the  Al^^tians?  tLev  pteck  the  bu^^' 
out  by  tlie  roots  as  sfXHi  as  they  begin  10  ajipe^^' 
Sonne  of  t)ie  women  and  girls,  u ho  Uvechieflf  veUh^ 
Hiisfimx  Pronniischleniks,  when  thnr  skins  :wt'  cIm^ 


cDod  pMSodiAbii  llfe4in»  wUkahdiejf^ooddir  |s  cfttia* 
sncoirif  bave  ootDidcxioM  as  & V  a$  thcM  of  niaiiy  £u» 
ropmi%aiid  by  iK>jneao9  uopkasiiig  intures« 

mg  of  a  oomkig  imDri  ^e  W9bt»  ^ 
made  of  a  pkoriof  dotii^or  tkm,  about  five  tot  squme^ 
twoeoda  of  which  are  eitfKr  tied  round  the  nedc,  or 
fiMtoBsd  togcter  lakh  a  button  »id  button-bole.  In 
kUcr  ^aany  siuee  idier  have  had  at>  much  imercourae 
inthtbepeapki^tbe Uni^ States  of  Ainerk^  they 
have  obtaaied  from  them  a  sort  of  carter's  frook9»  made 
sSgf  tha.£QrQ|mD  fiiahian,  of  wooUen  doth,  so  that  it 
is  DO  UDoouiiiioQ  thbg  here  to  see  Indians  diesacd  like 
EnrppaanSi  Hed  and  blue  aic  the  coburs  which  they 
prize  the  mfioL  These  j^arments  afie»  however^  only 
worn  in  their  vimts  to  the  town^  or  in  severe  cold ;  Hhtn 
eamlo^  ia  their  domestic  concems»  in  te^Ung  timber^ 
%a  nafawg^  ia  making  canoes,  &c.  9tc^  they  commonly 
so  qinte  naked*  Lttde  children  at  the  braast^  though 
tteooldiaafc  eight  or  ten  degrees,  are  scarcely  covered, 
haying  only  something  of  an  old  mg  or  mat  wrapped 
nundthem«  It  cannot  but  excite  the  astonishment  <of 
|icapk  aocuatoiiied  to  warmer  climates  or  ompc  cloatfa- 
log^to  see  how  much  the  bodies  of  these  people  mt 
pKiafagfuiiBlCQld;/scarcdy  will  any  other  nation  be 
Sam«d  where  they  are  ao  hanfcned  against  the  efl^^ 
wy  lou^  cbmate. 

rbs  visits  of  the  Ii^alusohiaoa  above  described  are 
afaiMMt  ahiraya  undertaken  for  purposes  of  traffick. 
Tkqr  commonly  bring  .with  them  sea-otter  skiM, 
wlttch  are  pnnintfrd  to  the  commandant,  and.  they  de- 
aire  to  have  in  veturo  presents  to  the  mmc  value,  of 
such  tUnga  as  ditjr  want^  If  they  be  not  contented 
with  what  ia  ofiacd  them,  tbqr  tuke  the  skuis  already 
pscaeoted  back  again*  I  have  observed  oa  4i  former 
occaswai,  that  die  Russians  cannot  properly  be  said  to 
carry  oo  any  trade  with  the  Kaluschuma.  VVliat  I  say 
here  must  not  be  uodcrstood.lis  contmdicting  my  for«. 
mar  tebliuiouy,  since  the  kw  bkins  tiiat  arc  procured  in 
this  kiiid  of  burttr  are  not  worih  maiti<ji\ing  when  ti>e 
qubstiou  is  uf  trad"?  in  thr  trro^s.  4 
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viidtors  are^merlained  with  eati^pjptJU 
cbg<»  It  is  oidy  tlie  men  that  iiiiiiiji|ipiiMl|jirj)n 
rations  fi)C  it,  wink^  consist  of  {idUng||j^^ 
:  omaimenting  their  beads,  as  Aibob  tiq|i^k:n||^  bf 
any  £utt>p«m  li^y  at  Uer  toUeoei '  1%e  hilnjMBMer. 
ed  over  with  4lie  dovi  ri  fi:mhets  cif  die  'whpilndrd 
t.'aglet  ^^90  teueac^ffihobiSf  and  onittaiCDlsdli^|afl^ 
Many  regular  figures  we  {niated  on  ib&&oe  nqtcoil' 
dust)  chalk,  ochres,  and  cinnabar.   -These  |i||ratt; 

nicnts  seem  to  supply  the  place  of  tattoi 

never  saw  practised  among  these  peofde* 

ing  glasses  are  become  a  neoesniy  article* 

tlieir  toilettes,  and  numbers  are  brougUt 

by  the  ships  of  the  United  Stales.    BeCoce, 

acquainted  with  this  invention,  th^  people' 

coeffeur^  to  each  other,  since  JK Vfcaaimpos^Hiijferapy 

one  to  paint  his  own  face,  or  anai^  tteiiijjiypU« 

his  own  head.  •*■       i^riS*.^ ; 

Tiie  dance  itself  consists  chiefly  inayctycajppj;^ 

•  to  ejtetuting  which  the  dancers  acaicdy  lOMtii^ 

^  from  one  spot.  They  are  all  barefobted,  «|g|4W^ 
single  garment  only^  commdbly  the.  mooSkik^ff^^ 
frock  mi^ntloned  above*  One  of- the  daoeaj  mm%  ^ 
it  were,  to  lead  the  rest,  carrying  in.  his  haoda  JM^i^ 

'  d  stttB  omumcnted  with  the  lecth^of  flea-attaM*«»^ 
this  he  strikes  upon  the  ground  to  -mui^  AfWfV^* 
Ail,  without  exct|)taQAv  hold'  m  their  handirMwP  the 
tail  or  wing  of  the  whW-^headed  ea^,  o|.a  pdM>  ^ ^' 
mine.  Thekittcr  is  valiiedb^d)em.vei;yli^|^U|p:^^ 
article  of  kijuiry ;  they  not  only  .^mameqt  IkaiJo^ 
with  it,^and  iiold  it  in  their  h^nds^  but  «aw.it*abPttlkpr 
garments.  The  women  sit  vpon  the,i9Pni0f  * 
the  distance  of  some  paces  from  tw  danoflcs^ani^^ 
not  inharmonious  melody,  which  supplies  itbe:piie(  ^ 
knusic*  ...  .«.i  »«i>»*  - 

The  women  never  go  naked;  tlieir  whQJobod^s,^ 
even  tlieir  breasts,  auv  «it  all  Cunes  covered*    ^i^J  ^ 

'  them  wear  a  sort  of  loi^  shift/ bu$  their,  fiaet  f^^'^J^ 
bare.  They  have  the  most  extraopxUnaiy,  it  may  ^ 
said  the  mo;*!  unnattirat  ♦^V's,  o^  increasing  tlieir bcautj'' 


T»  ttf»  KAttrSCHfAVS* 


S9» 


lii^rAtf  Ibttife  tlfaaginldfiH^(sr'mllh  ever  tet  Tr^'cnfed^ 
It  httDeeii  ttUsntioiiell  dbrnt^  that  the  iidiabitatits  of 
KoAsk'ttd  tfie  othe^  Ateuttan  Islands,  are  in  the  prac- 
tice dfUktin^  the  titider  lip  paniHel  mthr  the  mdnth,  and 
intrcKkMJbig  tfito  ^  openings  omamente  of  Kiassbeads* 
muac^-ahrits,  or  enameL  The  Kahiachiaii  ivomen 
carrr  this  yiea-  of'iimatnenc  tniveh  finther**'  When  a 
girt  1MB  attdhed  her  ddtteei^tlror  foonechA  year,  a  amalf 
opetSHg  is  made  directijr  in  ^centre  of  me  under-Iip, 
l}ito;iraidi  iS'  ran,  atfittt,  a  thidc  wire,  then  a  double 
fnkHkn  bMtott;  tji^  9  snudl  €j1iader  made  soonewhat 
thfclfer.dtdkth'end.  'This  o^miing  once  made,  is  bv 
6^tmk,'4Xi\»^^ dlllttteigth it  a^K  oonttdn  an oValior 
«ll^llb)))ece  «f  bdivft  ik  «artof  snniU  wooden  ph^ier, 
Ui^MWal^M^  tiK  wfaklilias  ik  1^ 
er  lif  iia  napenmgL  The  tr)6n*n  thiia  all  lode  as  if  thcjr 
Ait  Ibi^fbt  woAdxri  isp9(xa  growings  m  the  flesiiof 
tlHifr«lldwlipa.      •  ' 

•  Ttt»crm!nMil,  so^  horrible  inita^appiaitaneetotis 
ISXlkfiit^  thte'tnilif  loiafuikir  iddi  of  beaotjr^  ^extends 
dtMWWpnoafefiesr  eoM^  of  America  lirom^about  thd 
fifwntddie^bttlbli^lie^m  ofladlifak;  .^All^thc  wo^ 
mi!h;tHdi6iit'  dMn^Aatt^ ;  have  it;  bnt'-the  circumfer* 
cfHM^dFlhe'Trtbtie  of  bo/a^  afcttns.  lo'diaft  the  age  oc 
raiiknrf^tfafr  wdHT:  thr4iMiatiri£eiafrdmhvoitothittf 
indM  1oh^/-%bocft  ad  Inch  aiid4'Mf  or  <wo*ineh(K} 
brodd^^Mid  4t  tiie'ikfflMfe  half  «iy  ^ndi)  dock  r  but  the 
ivHtebMiet*iA  have  it  mndt  loiip|er  atid  broadci-.  i 
hatvr^vn^^Mirrlidle!}  of  vdry'Wgh'fanlt  Tv^di  tMa  brna- 
iimk^4bftfive:ii|clits  ictnif'anddiieel^^  afcdMti 
D4w;  who  is' veiy  fcr  ftbwUeiitt;  BkelpiKl  exaggerate} 
anrf'Whois^  Wfft  aoquadnM  wim  ^aH^  Ma  parp  of  the 
coast^^firom  havhig'  ao  often^  traded  KMiyr  fbr«sta-otte0 
$kina:as»aied^, thatai  Ghaihahi- &mt he inff seen 
an  ma  wothan,  iw*  «riib  dC^  ar  o^ueisi  tfdmse  Jip  ornament 
ivas  aarhorge;  Iteit  %x«!|MQpa#ail3nqthm'  of  Mr  bnder-lip 
shir^^ld  alnioatleqnORfttotti^^  It  will 

beeaiily  eonefeiM&y'firottt.ihh  laoe^atifo  iuhata  hor« 
rHileMtf  defortttad:ri<c<te  fip  moat  be  ejitended. 

Vcu  vetf  natmU tjtiesttQn  whicfa may  probably ht 
a^ed  by  my  leaders^  whatcan  be^he  reason  fijr  vveaVti>^. 


prnanent,  one.  diMdv9nto0i  tfuftidfe.-nA- 
emrbscly,  tiat  it  at  nMt^il^MiiUrfo'. 
ontliemtlMKitscalitiaf  :AaMiilll,u>!iHnM 

From  th  i(s^nTil<iaB(rja>  MMMrr 
always  been  inapired  witha  wnhto  — '■ — 
rate  kinwled8i;*filfeK><l<>)*kK<l»- 
cd  by  degiiai,Jfll  atlaagtbi  '^'  ' 
1  cam?  to^wwolftfwm  i4Msi 
epmit^  amf.liaaldilliatlbeati'^fMfikrl 
to  vjait  ttaen^atitUqxantlFiaiaciral 
iiorth-caitiiklb>ai;tlitiilaad(«linit«i 
^,  cr  KhunlinLand  llwlfbinnllilfii 
dannt.  Ttottgh  thtMnmitiintnwwf HfM^jfc' 
m  aoconnt^  «n  ^aKiD^.bliliMMlnlinBlilM 
pra^aod  iteKB«)httiiinhf«iCMk!  jir  O  iimM|<»r 
the  Huiua*  ■MIB;irilnMiiti«Hi  i  jjMlllnl  itlMaljj* 
baUj  Ik  iiiid^BtlB!iirwWwmia«igait.|«;-te  «MlW 
me  fiam  k,  (leetiiMte'iitaiagtt'flfcCiiRiMMiM 
liltkacqna^ibcAMUitliiirDlaBtelpiaMii'  ' 
Id  otiier  nunttrof  <  tjnr^  tfao^mn^itf-ji 
the  Pleiii|M«EnM7iK<n<iBeaaMB>,'i  " 
myseirno  ^btisf  tN°Ci'^'<'N*<<<' 
promuol  to  acaampMf  .MettfadAClWh 
sonali}'  knaVateaantfidftfaeiUriMip^baWBf 
cruise  in  Chatham  StntiMWatcfaBdaiakVl 
the  piecedingauoiniar.i  ^a^fl]|ri'gmiccifiec«ri4^ibe 
cominandant  permltwdTne.MHtaV  hlaaw  thfjiailjl^s 
our  interprebr,  a  Kaluschtaa  iwgnn  jfrom  .ff«Alk 


SJMind^'ififiio^WM^Mii^  tut  witibrtg  Ih^^RdasBite.  8h€ 
WIS  ll^  diwgtmif  cf-ft  ciwf  ii«w^iBtabBghed''at  the  mw 
MnfaraeBty  to  wUdi  ivc  wore  goii^.  fWe  year^  be^ 
fiafe,dMift«fterte4ritcon<)tiest<ifSi^  tier 

lyfrtptiyi'^'^  '""^^  iifc.ifi— g^it^Mti^  M^  mssacfed  Aiciir 
oeoqiMMtK,  sfadiw ^pwod  l^  4iem,  and  restored:tiy 
faer  parents*  But  4t  the  sefonci  Rusaism  conquest^ 
wim  New  Asshsogel  iiss  femiAca,  ihc  irmained  again' 
widb  tM  WIM%  sad  wis  al '  our  rtquest  very  ready  to" 
take  miOD  heraelf  dis  office  of  gui^  in  die  eicpeditioii 
wdtedfdsaBCd* 

.^JkfanioMer  upon  die  oecoQiitt^diia  expedition,  it 
SBsms  <jlpadiuhl'>  to  ptsmise  some  corsory  geogrdphico) 
oiismpiUowtf  -  Ta  ^  eMelent  tiaTigator,  Ca\)tai«^ 
Vwmametj  wsweindateed  ibr  aa'atefmie  knowlecbe 
cf 'ifas  .ArehipdaflOi,  caHsd  King  George  die  ThirdV 
Mnds^lirittg  si^dietftywaiacdi,  My^aevend),  and  fifty- 
cWHli^degieu  of  ooadicni  istihide,  and'  die  hundred  and' 
^filfiimidi,  hsnAsdandddrty'fifth,  aiid  hundred  and 
dririy^aiKdi  degress  of  western  Idngijode.  He,  how-' 
e«r^'^ariy!dkaminedittieooasi^  determining  the  long  ex- 
senl^lnd  t«  be  ss  iskndj  timigh  it  was  imposslbie 
fcjdastoiiecasae  seqtudntsd  tfmtwbry  bdy  and  creek 
.iif -UtoBh  k^.-wsa.  tntSEsedtcdi  I  iday  dierefere  bepor-* 
SHMad-lo  add  the  :felbwing  temaiks.  Mount  £dgc« 
cooibeiS  not  joined  to  dit  >niibBlind1ift1ie  Archipeiago; 
iMlds  m^'i^nA  of littsM;  aieparaiedby  a  lanroad  naviga'bfe 
ihsnini,  iiidiiiMfrt  tilli  ifareral  iwhids,  whidi  unites  die 
Bnr  lof  Msuds,  lis  tt^  m^otUMi  u«di  Hdtfi^  Sound. 
7&bay  of  Uatids,  which  Sesw  btitode  57^  35\  leads 
«d  w  apMktts  tiwigafale  strait,  Whieh  runs  irom  the 
MMh^east'CMtt  into  Obscham  Soceti  Bythischan- 
si^^ilikdiii^itaaiyfkicss  is'some miss 'orer, the Ar^ 
cin^elBgo  qf.iUngOedrge  die  "niisaPs  Minds  isdivid- 
cdk-iiitGitW0ver^  considfeisble  isfasids,  and  Cbadmn^ 
SuntlbiHUfeBd  widi  tho  oesdh.   . 

ii  was  at  Ifas  moiidi  of  dds  chsimd,  on  die  noHh-east 
fowt  of  huid,  tkm  the  KsIUacfaUna,  oh  die  loss  olds^r 
possscsiotis  ip» Worfolfc  iStiuodi  sotjghttc)^  secure  ^m- 
neNes4igafaiavftiti»e  iHtscfcs  tif  the  Htiasiaos  by  ereethig 
a  soct  ^  fcfflBcssj  and  k  was  diis  st^esrieat  thm  Mtv 

Ee2' 


4tj^  VIHT  TO  9«fc  mCOWSIEWft 


site  iHsbidite  liiiiiM!  «hi  mhwiwl  MwiniM»iiirtil|» 
dMefaMne'  bMh  oriy-WBcaniy  iliMJOiirtaii^iliMMiBnin 
flii«8asdAlettrtM|tt<«iwit7cri^  «fa« 

ciip^  our  flttCDUoDi  iMi  hcofaBi0tliB  JwqjKliiWWlf  t> 
tiS|  mn  dsr  gMvtiitiiai^fOiiCQiHjf  €iijpi|WBMPB>iwwi  w 

WfUS  DCIOK  'OCpOnra    WlllfiW  #allOMRHHDIB>»  inV 

Wetimefore  commcnoed  our  pmjttfctawiifaiiAi 
oktoiitio^  of  oQir  ^schema  Oow^  t>iiiutiyi|iolwfcii^ 
thot,  iv«fe  liken  fer-ahMlMHtf  iii  wUiiiiiwI  wiIwHtt 
jcfitt^  sugar,  VmtjMad  Mtj-  mAVMmAfvImm 

UK8  flv  cucimg^  wodd,  <iRid  mffftf  rih  MfiWW'i^ 
%oolloBdatll,  fvitib- ^tte  beatei  Msdleig  tolM|M|iii# 
ftihiiig-hookb;  todyttg^i^laiHhi'  !■<»  HlriatNrtMr 
trnes,  w  pctsenis  lo  tn  dttcvt  tnauWDmiUM^^ 
Thoa  fittoAmiC,  iie  ircrereadr  fi<r  foiii  rtjiiillWiit 
fbiiir ovctddt  b  iksmamkig^  tit»mtAdb6lidi» 
TfatHigh  tbC'Mtidiiesrtof  the  otmrnmAatf^^toimmMK 
coiiini^dMSd  widi  line  I  )iMiiifciiiSj;.CTdfc*hiyiBy uw^ 
seats. '  Inoifc  sat  Mr.  Dii^,i»Mlthah<iKmJSiKMl»^ 
anMl>fmjri,arid4iitfe*M«iy0d&  Weil»i«Mlt«» 
Ateudam  toraMr  w^^hotgtK  we  mamlam  utakmimi 
ourselves  ki  the  MboM^  wbkk  ^w&idbffAkA^^ 
readily,  aaftf  d^tSil  iiilMiiiiiM  liidriK|iii4iri|il  liifM^ 
tioe  through  ottfftttinbimvkimlilii^fkc^^  ^•" 

ThewedtlmMte  ckar«d*fe^ 
sufficient  to  AMte  us  ity«rwilkmw'eagfttBM^ 
to  Jteep  omdmlLwanii*  »We  nMOiirQundtMbiBfcfidg^ 
CQinbe,  and  MMaMb  Miati  reaotoithrMilitfardE'de 
Bay  rf  Ihi^nds,  Arai^  ^Mnch  iPff«h«d'nyiMiiiKO'*| 
open  sea,  and  then  dirccsod  iMtf  wiUK  SDiitatlKsatfv«^ 
The  chanKl  ii^e  i<)|DiMl,*%tfcfe  ittwifiglMs  4»tep 
vessria,  wds  at  trst  irad*  a^  9fMMm»Ati^e^ 
were  steep,  in  aotn^  pariBtoolByvai»'-oilrei^  ftoft  top 
to  bottom  with  fii^  Thpii|^  thevUrwddpw^^vas 
distinctijr  .lobfae  petccrrtpd,  it  wi^  ve^  ioooAMlefable* 


fltMf> ^wjfftBtHtk M&dk'tnQn taMVMdi cioh ^iditr^  and 
aMtt-fNMHMiito  ii»wi^  a  wtrf-mmm  stnkf  from 
wkicbihe ivMer  longed ont ia  mmih  wtf  mpid 0111% 
Mtty  IMI -4iOM9aeia^  iMwithMaadtfi^  all  their  -  cxtr^ 
#0i)i[l  Mold i«K  tewiiii  aniaault  T^M^aun  idready 
tiigwtiifdiulinc^  $|idwe  AiMikaa  adfi9ed*u64og# 
MMhwelbr  die  wdbt,  and  iMittllfrtiim^ die  tide,  be« 
iiir  «w  ■MiiyliJ  to  fioMad..  Wa  aoeovdiflgty  ap* 
fpoaobedai  M#-«aa*  apt  ootid  to^the  eotrMoeefiha 
«ii%«ri:«|:diadiMRMa  of  atout  a  irem  from  k,  to  die 
jottdygaaTi  ftaMtH  MKMhksii' hnditift  Hefe» 

bamadiad  widi  die  oali^  aad*  fiidgiMd-  widi  die  exa^^ 
^ittfidfidi^digr^iiMirflMt  aaitS:  ime  to  oat  down  wood 
fewai^^<te"migMiMm!tog  ^kmtiBi  gad  to  aeok  for  itBak 
HMag  mde  »ire,  aod^waraMd  ouraolvtt,  wt 
^to  {Mahott^  tnil^  aad^dM'kcttlet  betD^  put  011^ 
1^  acMip  waa  ittade  firont'  tlii^  pfodaoo  df  our 
If  MM  ii  di^cooMMfvdie'daf;'  1  baddboi  a  wild  duckv 
mtuiMafimriM,  ^aonM^MMae^  andalawe  wlMe% 

*  Xbi  AMt-'iMa^^DOWfot  iaib  «He  kettle» 
aooMwtet  rfiafeff^aad  huy  w(  att  ^bcMight  It 
[^  dMPli«Mr-waapf«aevvedtifvoidertobeampL 
•|^oflllie«iAtia4iiddEadiMatfaefiiac  oppoituaity,  as  aa 
^Ite^NaluMl^HiMiy.      .  .     ^ 

^/■^^IHaia^^iiaiJWWidMia-twiiafiad^ me  mw  a-oaaoewidi 


«ldieiar^  ^oMivcs  wwine'  towards-  a«b  Thejr  pro«c 
'VAtodiea  ddQl'aiid4d»<mie,r  ivUl  two  <idM  parsoos^  all 
•iMbwii  4a  oitrteiBrpM«w«  dmf  hadaaen^ur  -fire,  and 
^Mai&iiiduoedtD«  oo«[i0'«awaida  k,  aolel!^  for  the  sake  df 
liJlttcy  ;  da^  thmfianvMraaied  pMnmioiilQ  remain 
'«Mi  VBf  aadthb  bein^^ranled»  twir  lent  ,was  immedi- 
Mdf  pilidied.  It  conattted  c^two  polpa  forked  at  the 
tiMlV€iidaf'aiid.stMkk^  athMpple 

Md  imijai  widdo4halWta>  Agviinai  diis  a  qumber  «r 
iK»i|ha  oC'Mteav  whkk  they«aat  down,  wew  atuck^up, 
glqpMMf  lowaribthc  ground^  and  over  them  were  laid 
thai  pbakit  or  bark  of  trees,  whioh  they  had  brought 
mth  them*  TMs  aloptng  wall  of  the  half-open  tent 
MiastumedlowardB'dir  wmdtand  a  large  fire  was  made 
in  from  I  bf  this  contrivanee,  with  the  assistance  of 


4Q#  i;ttUf.xo  Tii«  «M«a««iMHU' 


ently  prolectod  fim  idifi^malhwi.f  flihiHB  »*^- 
tbpMgh  the  ^  waglwtwwi  ttTOimillWIi ihW^t^^^ 
low  %e  freezing  poiiy^. ..         ,  ;  ; .    .;  .*-n  i  *tr.  .r.i   / 
,<.Oiv  ioterpcete8»Mmi*g»6  us  taMriMfeniiMihft 
d^ef  bad  uMM|>riQttM%iui  ti|pliope  uiftmria^pf^ 

fieatJH  aiid  recoQUBuM  Uw  jUiyiii  M* 

39me  leaves  ctf  tobofBCO^isoiite  needltt-&r  iKiiiBlMwl 
auy  otbor  trifles,  «s  assmppdm^pf  friwdiihipii,'  it  'PfeyP 
accordingly  doD6|  and  tbe  tttiwis|.siti8hciioii.f|liS4m^ 
medially  visible  ufon  ibe  (KHiatasgBtr v&idwewAa 
Wti  passed  the  lu^  very  aminri>lrllQBltfiQl^  viM 
iK^t  day  parted  exceUjent  fciefid«#*  v.*.  w «\-^  is^tvK '  *• 
..  Early  ia  the  morniiig  tbe  ^tit  jimJmmttM^ 
pursuing  fna  couiscj  iiui'SQsreel|y  ^htA  w^.a|i|»«W 
the  strait,  when  we  fouad  tNk  j|;was  mgmititwf 
]fx^cr  to  direct  the  cmioei  for  tbd  ^gffa^'iiW-^iWI^^ 
that  it  was  like  gcwog  dowga^atCi^ifaHi  Tliniiii>*^ 
fi^omone  shon  to  ttie  other,  m  .^mmmm/iff^li^  ** 
more  than  a  iiuodred  aad  fi^  tww*i  tjrJtogtf^^flMf 
strait  ixiay.be  from  a^wodrod  asi}  fiijr  to  tWttihliN 
paces;  and  the  &U,  ilGQOi4iog;4|i.«ir:i0O|^^ 
jpwist  be  five  feet.  It  ia  fiee  frain  loiilit  As  the  iiitffc 
l:(ut  jQn  €9ch  side  are.siDjsle  CAck%  w)|ie|i  <KlrieHtejf|||^ 
ssge  veiy  difficult  to  ships.  No|wfithstyiH»;lM>^ 
gap,  whK^  caoQot  be  f^Md,  tlj^^Boniiimfhtilg  1^ 
times  passpd  th«  strait  with  ir«HW)^af  flNiim  llMAialwr 

dit:d  and  fifty  tons  bu#3u    I4c«I>i|f»ii^^ 
.^bleaDdezperinaMed  spfMaPt  MwmiaMAit  b^  ^ 
never  ^  .where  seen  such^i|MBkf<)f  W9Mi^.Tai4^i^^ 
s»dercd  it  ^as  ej|;treniel)r  advfftliifWs  b-  tl»  BmMk»^ 
tjiiqk  of  putting  themsetw^.^|(i4beirsfaip«.la.4N^ 
hazard*  ■'  ^ 

As  sopn  as  wehfd  pasR(»]  4ir  |«id^  Afvid^^ 

.cd  basin  opeocd  upoo^i^s,.  iiijiFUDfat;^m«eMM^ 
.  creeks,  .islands,  and  rocksi; .  tli^  ^HMpQtftilO  c^ 
.to  the  other  coiddnot  in  maqy«sla«a>bftlMilNtfte^ 
fifteen  to  twenty  versts. .  ,The  .vi^kI Wiiii4M>^'^'^^^^ 
very  much  against  us  in  rou  u^^o-lbtf  wp^^wW'.^ 
get  on  this  day  accordiiig  to.  our  wighss,  apAj^  w^tfn* 
pus&iblc  to  .reach  tlie  place  of  9ur  destipati&ft  ^'^ 


riglK.!^  -WeMtowiidflic  dme  to  ^  east  V  us;  and  it 
leiMMueovctad  fovwds  evening,  when  we  were  seek* 
iii||^bra)lni<fittg3.{4Bfle,  add  a  spNot  on  which  we  couM 
ttke  op  oor  nights  lodg^,  a  smoke,  that  indicated  Ae 
ariitdrjr  taaMMibn'  of  a  single  Kahnchian.  We  made 
uwpwdtfit  wIdiaH  ^d>Ie  eKertion,  that  we  migto 
tCMhittefeiethe  ilight  closed'in.  AswedidHoton 
oar  waipnAwon  any  one,  I  would  finn  hare  sent  one  of 
oMr  Ahiitians,  who  undentood  a  litde  of  die  Kaluachian 
laMuage,  itadie  httt«  bu^hej  as  wdl  as  onr  uiterpretefe, 
toH  n  ^t  we  imtst  wait  tilt  We  were  invited  b^  ^ 
owwfw  We  itmuned  therefore  in  our  baidarkas  tin  we 
were  peiceived  by  him,  wiien  lie  came  and  entreated  ua 
toJtei^aiid  paiis  tbt  night  with  him. 

We  ftiind  a  svqsXL  boarded  hnt,  somewhat  loi^^er 
tliaii  kitasbpoad,  and  eovfered  widi  a  thin  coat  of  the 
bivlt'itf  trees.  In  ttar  tftidst  was  a  large  fire,  at  which. 
wier^MniMd  onraelveft  very  comfortably.  The  door, 
aniawioiitde  openings  in  the  toof,  were  the  only  vents 
Jfat^AeiRioke,  ao  diat  we  seemed  rather  in  a  place  for 
snaM^g  ftih/  or.  meat  thMi  a  habitation.  This  resem- 
hlane^waa  ittorcasodbydienamberof^shesthat  were 
fan|^  abottt,  »d  Ihe  totd  absehee  of  all  cleanliness, 
ThK  chief,  whose  hl^biiatioti  it  was,  had  a  sort  of  recess 
iSMMly  MjppQsite  to  te  entrance,  where  he  slept,  and 
roHiA  atKNit  were  sewral  divisions  made  widi  beams 
fisis^dK  odier  members  of  his  fieimily,  and  for  the  persons 
Me^ng  16  Um,  wild  were  altogemer  fifteen  in  number. 
IKettd  Hfilaoc  anigned  us  direbtly  befixt  the  chiefs 
apnmom,  and  behiiid  the  fire^  and  afber  partaking  of  a 
rnast^x^onfistrng  of  fteah  fth  coc^d,  and  berries,  we 
hidr^i^adves  down,  tad  enjoyed  9  very  refifeshing 
sleA* 

O9  the  following  nidrning  we  testified  emr  gratitude* 
M^inr  host  iiv  sonle  presents,  il^hich  appeared  Very*ac- 
ccfiatife*  lie  ofeiea  us  some  sea«otter  skins  for  sak» 
btttwe.coudd  not  nudtt  a  bargain  for  them,  aswto. 
tlmttght  that  we  ttloM  Inve  m«iy  more  calls  upon^s 
for  yiesenia  in  the  prosecution  of  our  journey,  aodit  was 
dMertfore  neoessary  to  be  sparing  of  our  articles  of  bar- 
ier«    I  indeed'  regretted  isery  ^  imich  th^t  I  had  not 
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Inbugbt  widi  me  a  larger  provisi6n  of  dli{ccts  d^  trade, 
ts  I  observed  here  also  a  verylafgebcarf^  skin  ^attyrdf 
blacky  the  finest  and  largest  I  had  ever  met.  .srillt,  feeing 
between  five  and  six  feet  long«  and  niore:tiiao  §bnr  feet 
vide.  The  lowest  price  that  our  host  would  have 
taken  for-  it  was  five  ells  of  English  dodh  .  BotMice 
our  future  safety  perhaps  depended  opon  liiivin^  tfac 
means  of  making  handson^ .  presents  to  tfaci  pafcDts  of 
our  bterpretess,  and  the  other  chiefs  of , die  settietnent, 
.we  could  not  venture  upon  so  expensive  a,purcbase. 
Our  stores  were  now  all  again  put  on. board  Ine  beida^r- 
Kfts,  and  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  Ending  diat  however 
needy  some  of  these  poor  creature^  mi^t  be,  not  the 
least  attempt  had  been  made  to  steal  even  the  tnost 
trifling  objects  »      !  .  .    . 

The  two  shores  of  thechanndbereapproidiedeiach 
other  again,  and  we  had scarcdyieft  oiir  night-4|uarters 
when  vve-  remarked  in  the  east  near  the  mouth  of  Cha- 
tham Street,  wher^  it  became  *Qiiijrs0mc  versts^ova', 
another  habitation,  which,  from  ooriositir,  we  detepmiB- 
ed  not  to  leave  unvisited. :  We  focmd  ui.  Hn  datf,  by 
name  Schinchetaez,  who  had  bete  die  adhocnt .  of  the 
Russians  from  their  first  estabKshraent  .in  the  todtAiy , 
and  the  only  one  among  die  w3k>16  race  of  .the  Kisim- 
chians  who  had  dared  avow  himself  sudi«  H^  hadbf 
this  means  rendered  himself  so  odious  to  bis  fib>w- 
countrymen,  that  they  had  separated  themsdvesifrom 
him  entirely,  and  he  now  lived  here  only  with  hf9  own 
family,  despised  by  them  alL  ,He  received,  us  ver}' 
hospitably,  ^  gave  us  with-  die  utmost  readioesa  a 
repast  of  Vresh  holybuit,  mviting  us  to  pass  the  n%bt 
with  him ;  we  ho\Vever  thought  it  more  advxseable  Id 
resell  the  settlement,  if  possible,  that  night,  though  we 
"were  still  towards  fifteen  yprsts  from  it  .    , .. 

-  The  wind  and  tide  we^;  now  both  agiairistus^  mai  the 
.latter  set  widi  so  much  force  into  the  mouth  ofiiie^cljaft- 
'hel,  that  it  Was  impossible,  without  the  utmost  exertk»i, 
to  get  through  the  remaining  few  versts^  we  faodeifen 
the  mortification  of  seeing  the  evening  draw  on  faefcH^ 
we  had  reached  the  place  .of-  our  destination.    To  le- 
'turn  was  impossible,  since  Ottr  way  Wns  entirely  oh 


sa^f^^Ac  4vl»ei8  itfUie  nig^  tiri  «o knd  nckf 
the  setdement  ttUghthave  excited  suspicion,  for  th^  fiiti 
^sM(3^  was  inditi^osably  necesaaiy  to  protect  us  frooi 
die  JCdIdi  mutt^iodiritabfj  have  bctrayea  us  ;  we  judg* 
ed  it  fhetefore  u)iaQtli6  whole  best  to  make  our  way  to 
the  sottlmieitti  though  we  eoiild  not  ireach  it  till  the ' 
« night  nm  ^ite  closed  in,  Sbarcefy  wai  this  resolutibii 
fa&nt  itrhdi  ^9rt  wefe  observed  from  the  land«  dnd  ^e- 
pestedly  accMled'with  a  loud  voice, 4n  slanguage 
iJ^lKtHy  ineompftiheAsible  to  us,  probably  with  an  en: 
quirp:,  B^  U  theft  ?  but  neither  ont  interpretess;  nor 
sny  one  of  the  AtetitidnSy' would  tmswei',  GoodfHersdi: 
'  This  per veftefaess  tra>  a  source  of  great  ^mbahrass* 
Ment  to  Mr.'  DWdlf  aiHi  myself.  I  was  6\\  the  pcant  of 
expre^itg '  my  anger  pretly  warmly,  when  an  alarm- 
guii  waarnred  frein  the  ^lorb,  which  at  length  moved 
«ir^peq>le  to  br^k  their  sileocci  and  declare  who  we 
#ei^  *  ^Almost  at  the.  same  moment,  while  the  ech6 
sdltwsoundodamong  the  Woods  and  rocks,  we  observe 
ed^^^reat  ittov^sment  on  shore*  Sbme  hundfed  naked 
inbn^  ttrttnidwith  tnikskie^  and  cSher^  carrying  largj; 
firebrands,  throneed  to  ^  landihg-ptaoe,  a  spectade 
wfaieb'did  not  naue  a  vety  pleasing  lAnpressioh  upon  us; 
^ner*  we  did  hot  kndw  whether  ^ve  were  to  condder 
tbe^  aS:  friends  «  enemies.  We  had  rto  sodner  made 
«QxteH%8  -kftown,  and  brought  \xp  our  baidarkas  to  the 
hmdlBg-piacei  ^mo  we  weire  surrounded  iii  a  tumultu* 
dos  utanacr  by  ^  Kaluschians,'who  dragged  us,  as  it 
tui^  truly  be  called,  in  the  mo^  literal  sense  of  thcf 
Wic^i  with  their  hands  over  a  short  piece  ofloKvroad^ 
and^cbnstrained  iis  to  enter  tlie  fortresk.  We  afterwards 
knrat  that  this  is  the  highest  testitaonv  offesite^m  and 
Itspcct  they  can  shew  to  k  guest:'  We  had  not  eveir 
time  to  orcter  oiir  Aleutians  t6  take  care  of  our  effects, 
MoKt  a  Viambcr'  of  people  had  fallen  upoii  them, 
whether  with  a  view  to  plunder  or  cKot  we  were  u  holly 
^poraAt.  In  this  manner,  accompanied  by  a  humb^ 
of  torch-Jbeaiersi  were  we  conducted  to  the  top  of  a 
high  rock  on  which  the  fortress  stands.  The  ascent  to 
U  was  rcndeicd  extremely  fatiguing,  by  the  numl^er  of 
ktfge  trunks  of  ti;ees  J^ing  atl  ^bout,  sonjie  of  whirj^ 
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round*  ^  •■,., .-  '•    #H 

Wc  were  Uamediatdy  intfoduoed  iqtaviLwrjiiqpft* 
eious  habkatiofi  pf  tbs  Chief  Dloli»uii»  ti|B  MMrof 
our  conductre«Sj  bj  whom  Wftytcm  tcomei  m  (the 
most  friend^  mfinnrjr.  He  poki^  put  a  pboe  disecilir 
opposite  the  cntranoe  to  his  hut|  and  bcmehb  emu 
deepiDg-plaoCy  ivhere.  we  simad  the  parpet-we*  kid 
brought  with  us,  and  theoi  by  thei|^.aC  a  vcqrflargc 
fire,  which  was  butmsg  upon  a  sort  of  hearth  niscd  * 
above  the  grouod^  in  the  nudst  of  %  knrge  Q0Bi^gii€e» 
were  eager^  KaMdftt  by  some  huodreda  of  Iobiimims* 
What  astonished  us  exceedingly  waSt.lblit^iHic  puck- 
ages  were  imioediately  brought  hither  finooi  tbfthai^ar* 
kas»  not  the  smallest  trifle  bei^g  withheld,  aMioiigh 
thonc  was  undoubtedly  among  them  miny  ti^if|^^w^|ich 
ibt  beaaers  must  have  wished  vf^y  much  to  potteni 
which,  ufider  favour  .of  the  darbieaa,  might  eSKU^ 
bem  eonwaled.  Mr.  Dwolf,  in  the  huiiry  of 
had  even  neglected  to  bring  with  him  bis  4niiskc%|^ 
tfds,  and  powder-horn,  but  they  woe  att  didivc^;  la 
Urn,  without  having  received  thie  kasi  jnjwy.  * .  , 
We  had  scarpely  refreshed .  ourselves  with  a^dSdlof 
tea  and  a  glass  of  puiich,  which  we  had  prepay  V||m9 
we  were  invited  by  the  eldest  and  m^^ciftmfgMiAii 
the  chiefs,  th^  qomaismdant  of  the  foftress^  to  come  and 
visit  him*  He  teodved  us  with  much  kindneas^  p^ 
iienung  me  with  vii  sea-otter  skin  aiMl  Mr.  Dwolf  iiiii « 
very  Mautiful  searottec's  taih  We  soon  retuQiqf  |wd( 
to  die  babitatkm  of  <m  host,  4S  w^  were  ^ilKJI^ 
w^^'ied  with  otur  day's  yoyagt^  ,and  ^vanted  re 
deep  vcnr  muoh^  While  we  \yere  eating  an  ex^ ,_ 
good  disn  of  ftcA  fish  &nd  rice  prepared  by  hmi$  w 
were  entertained  with  a  very  lively  and  hanMmoas 
song,  sung  by  a  number  of  taea  who  hsd  seaSed.  tfieaft* 
aelyes  round  the  fire*  I  never  regretted  so  ini^  iia  on 
this  occasion  theiittle  knowledge  that  I  have  of  waaic, 
as  I  would  very  gladly  have  taken  dowi^  upon  {H||Kt  *  so 
animated  and  pleeising  a  melodyi 

The  night  was  cold  and  wiiKly',  notwithstending  winch, 
some  |)ersons  belongiug  to  tii^;  ^unify/went  b^rdfooied 
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inla*ttlietie||^dx»nngfbraBt,  and  brought  home  lai^ 
blocks  of  wood  upoD  their  naked  shoulders.  In  this 
mray^^bjrd^rees,  such  an  immense  pile  was  raised,  that 
itisiDComprehensibkhow  the  roof^  covered  ias  it  is 
only  with  bark,  escaped  catching  fiie.  The  Same 
reached  to  the  very  top,  and  through  the  opening  In  it, 
winch  serves  instead  of  a  chimney,  the  sparks  Ssw  up 
into  the  air  asif  they  had  come  fit>in  a  smith's  forge* 
We  were  so  much  alarmed,  that  our  fears  got  the  bet« 
ter  of  our  .weariness,  nor  could  we  sleep  till  the  fire  be- 
came less^  fierce  rad  the  imminent  danger  seemed  xq 
subskle  :  it  .burnt,  however,  though  less  fiercely,  the 
whole  nigfit  through 

On  the  twenty-ninth  we  were  surprized  with  die  first 
snow  that  had  Men  this  atitunm.  We  this  morning 
carried  to  the  commandant,  froip  whcmi  we  had  received 
the  presents  the  evenbg  befone,  die  counter-presents 
due  to  him.  We,  at  the  same  time,  made  the  propel 
tribute  of  presents  to  the  parents  of  our.  interpretiess, 
the  latter  having  given  us  to  understand  that  the  sooner 
they  were  made  the  more  highly  they  were  esteemed* 
To  her  father  was  given  some  ells  of  woollen  cloth,  a 
large  knife,  some  fishing-hooks,  and  some  pounds  of 
tobacco;^  to  her  mother  a  shift,  teme  needles,  a 
small  looking-glass,  some  ribband,  and  some  glass-^ 
beads*. 

As  soon  as  wc  had  performed  these  necessary  cere« 
moniest  we  were  permitted  to  walk  about  wheiever  we 
chose  without  being  troubled  with  guides ;  I  even  kill* 
ed  some  birds^ith  my  gtm  close  by  the  fortress  with- ' 
out  the  attention  of  the  peqde,  being  at  all  engaged  by 
it.  Perhaps  this  confidence  was  in  great  measure  to 
be  ascribed  to  Captain  DwolTs  bavii^,  in  the  preoed-^ 
in^  summer,  when  he  was  at  Cjiathdm.  Street  with  the 
ship  Juno»  carried  on  a  considerable  intetcQun^  ^  bar- 
ter widi  ^  inhabitants,  so  that  he  had  now  many  ac** 
quaintance  anioog  them ;  and^seeing  me  with  him,  they 
took  me  also  for  an  American. 

The  people  of  a  great  pact  ^f  the  north-west  coast  of 
America  are  called  by  me  Russians  Koloschians,  or 
Kalusd^ians,  but  dio^.  of  whom  I  am  now  spiking, 
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call  themselves  G-tmkft,  or  S-diinUt,  or  A6  S-chit. 
cha-chon,  that  is  iriialn^aits  of  Sidti  or  Sitdia.  Ex- 
peUed  from  Norfolk  Sound,  Aejr  have  fortified  Aem- 
selves  here,  tipoh  a  rock  which  rise&  perpendicobrty  to 
the  heighth  of  some  hundred  feet  above  the  wattr.  The 
<mly  possible  access  to  it  is  on  die  nordi-tw^est  ade,  and 
they  have  rendered  this  extremely  Afficult  by  stteuing 
It  all  t)ver  with  veiy  large  trunks  of  trees  which  the) 
have  cut  down.  The  rock  itsdf  is  secured  s^unst  the 
attack  of  an  enemy  by  a  double  palisade  c^  la^  trunks 
cS  trees  stuck  close  together,  measuring  from  twdve  to 
fifteen  feet  in  heigjhth,  and  from  three  to  four  feet  in 
diickness.  A  high  natural  wall  of  earth  beyond  die  [»li- 
sading,  on  the  side  towards  the  sea,  conceals  the  habita- 
iions  e&ctually ,  so  that  thg^  cannot  be  discerned  by  any 
ship. 

The  houses  widun  the  fortress  are  in  die  ferm  of 
parallellograms,  of  various  sizes,  placed  in  tegi^t  to\\^ 
atsometoises  distance  from  each*  other.  The  roof, 
which  consists  of  several  layers  of  bark,  rests  upon  ten 
or  twelve  thick  posts  driven  into  the  ground,  and  the 
sides  of  die  house  are  composed  of  broad  thick  planks 
fastened  to  the  same  posts.  The  entrance  is  at  the  gable 
end,  and  b  often  painted  with  difierent  coloured  earths* 
The  interior  b  ejctraordinarily  dirty,  as  indeed  are  thi 
people  themselves.  The  smoke,  the  slink  of  fish  and 
train.c»l,  the  countenances  besmeared  with  earths, 
coal,  and  ochres,  and  the  lips  of  the  women  distorted 
by  their  wooden  ornaments,  with  many  habits  diat  ap- 
pear almost  incredible,  excite  absolute  repugnance  and 
disgust  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  see  the  peo- 
ple seeking  for  the  loathsome  vermb  diat  inhabit  thel' 
dirty  skin-gsurments,  and  carrying  the  living  booty  imme* 
diately  to  their  mouths. 

Age,  supericM'ity  of  naitural  understandmg,  or  teinp<^' 
ral  w^ikh  obtained  by  ^|ood  fortune  in  catching  sc^* 
otters,  and  in  sdlii^  their  skins  to  advantage,  or  the 
great  number  of  persons  of  which  a  family  consists^ 
seem,  to  be  die  requisites  for  obtainhig  respect  and  dis- 
tinction among  me  Kaloscfaians.  The  proper  desig- 
nation of  achia  among  them  seems  to  be  the  bead  of  ^ 
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numcraiui  fiooilf  ;  he  execcistt  unUimted  power  over 
all  the  DiBQches  aqd  membei?  of  it^  they  are  his  subjects, 
he  lays  his  goniffttnas  190a  lihem»  and  punishes  the 
disobedient*  iThe  common  interest,  alone  appears  to 
have  ui«4  die^  men  to  shut  themselves  up  in  a  fortress, 
as  affisrmng  the  most  e&Oual  securi^  against  the  at- 
tacka^of  an  eaemy^  but  otherwise  every  family  seems,  to 
live  to  Usdf  alone ;  they  will  go  out  for  w^k^  together 
on  distant  hunting  or  fishing  parties.  The  family  of 
the  chief  plchaetiQ,  the  ^ther  of  our  conductress, 
consisted  of  between  thirty  and  forty  persons,  who 
lived  aUttn4er  the  same  roof.  The  whole  number 
of  people  in  the  fortress  mi^t  be  between  thirteen  and 
fourteen  hundred* 

*  Single  fiuqilies,  as  weU  as  single  tribes,  have  conten- 
tions  sometimes  with  each  other.  The  inhabitants  of 
she.  Archqpelago  of  Kin^  George  the  Third,  for  instance, 
arc  often  df,  variance  with  tho^  of  Admiralty  Island, 
which  lies  to  the  iastwaiird  of  them ;  but  if  attacked  by 
a  conunon  enemy,  suppose  the  Rus^ans,  they  unite  for 
their  common  defimce*  All  private  quarrels  are  decid- 
ed by  the  right  of  the  strongest.  If  in  the  contest  any 
one  be  taken  orfsoner,  he  must  serve  as  a  slave  to  his 
conc|uerors  till  a  price  is  agreed  upon  for  his  ransom ; 
thia  IS  commonly  fixed  at  a  certain  number  of  sea- otter 
skms. 

Thek  principal  objects  of  food  are  firesh  and  smoked 
lish,  fish-roes,  sea-dogs,  and  ip  ^the  spring  and  summer 
several  sorts  of  sea* weed ;  the  latter  when  cooked  make 
a  bitterish  scMt  of  soup.  They  eat^  besides  muscles,  the 
fiinna  mytUm  and  miya,  the  sepia  or  ciittle-fish,  and  a 
sort  of  square,  cake  ipade  of  the  bark  of  the  spruce-fo, 
pounded  and  mixed  with  roots,  be^es,  and  train  oil. 
Rice  and  molasses,  which  are  brought  them  by  the 
Americans,  diey  consider  as  5;;hoice  objects  oigMrman» 
disc:  instead  of  salt  they  use  sea* water.  Whale-fat 
they  never  eat ;  it  seems  fi'om^  some  prejudice  to  be 
forbidden  to  them.  They  shew  the  same  kind  of  hor- 
ror at  it  that  a  Jew  does  at  the  idea  of  eating  swine's 
flesh.  They  sometimes,  however,  bring  large  pieces  of 
tlie  whales  that  are  occabi9aulty  cast  upon  d^eir  coasts  to 
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Ae  Russian  settlement  for  Ac  benefit  of  the  hungry 
Promiischleniks  «id  Aleutians.  Bnodv^'wUch  is 
sometimes  oSEmd  ibem  by  die  Rusnans,  tney  reject  as 
a  scandalous  liquor,  deprivb^  them  of  didraenaes.    . 

Next  to  huntii^  ano  fishings  constructing  teir  ca* 
noes  is  one  of  dieir  prindpal  occupations,  mdieirfei- 
6ure  hours  tfa^  make  wooden  dishes,  masks,  andfidu^- 
liooks ;  the  fiahing-lines  '«€  chiefiy  woyen  from  a  sort 
of  dried  sea-weed,  whidi  furnidhes  strings  sooietimes 
even  twenty  yards  in  length.  Their  arms  connst  prin- 
cipally of  bows  and  anows ;  but  since  Adr  trade  with 
the  American  States,  tbqr  have  acquired  so  large  a 
stock  of  guns,  powdar,  and  diot,  diat  ttey  scarcdy  m 
their  arrows  except  in  fauntmg  sea->otters  and  sea-dogs. 
Captain  Dwdf  assured  me  that  the  best  &iglish  guns 
^ay  now  be  bought  cheaper  upon  the  north-west  coast 
of  America  dian  in  England,  if  the  lock  be  the  least 
injured^  as  thoc  b  no  one  who  can  repair  it,  AeweafX}n 
becomes  useless  to  them.  It  has  thehsfore  boenibuod 
very  advantageous,  m  the  latter  years^  to  smd  a  gun- 
smith with  every  vessel  that  comes  to  trade  here,  and 
buy  up  the  useless  guns  in  one  phce,  wMch  are  tcfsk* 
edms  sold  as  new  ones  in  anodier.  The  Kaluschiaos 
nevertheless  understand  the  qualities  of  a  good  gun  so 
welly  that  it  is  impossible  to  impose  a  bad  one  upon 
them:  even  the  women  are  aocustomed  to  the  use  of 
fire-arms,  and  often,  go  out  on  tl^  hunting  parties*  A 
princ^l  em[doyihent  of  the  women  is  to  make  a  sort  of 
carpeting  of  the  wqoIc^  a  wild  sheep,  which,  totfaebest 
of  my  knowledge,  is  not  yet  included  in  any  Natural 
History.  These  people  are  so  expert  in  basWwork, 
that  they  weave  a  sort  of  basket  of  haA  of  trees  and 
grass,  whteh  will  hoU  water.  In  summer  the  women 
are  very  much  emj^ed  in  laying  up  wiirter  stoics, 
durtistosay  coUecUng  betries,  and  deanji^  the  fish  to 
prepare  them  for  bdng  dried* 

llie  men  are  very  fond  of  the  dress  of  an  European 
bailor  with  a  round  hat ;  they  besides  sometfanes  wear 
the  sort  of  carter^s  frock  ttbove  described,  with  ermine 
ornaments  and  the  eagle's  tail,  but  they  have  no  other 
particular  ornaments.    They,  paint  their  feces.    The 
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\rainen  hare  didr  lip-f^lahersy  and  are  ezoeodiiig^  {oai 
of  omameMs  for  &e  neck  and  ears,  mack  of  glass-beads 
and  shdls.  -The  sea*ear,  probably  btdktis  iris^  aeetm 
to  havCf  beeortbe  ^AA  ntOBt  in  request  among  them  for 
making  tbese  onuonents ;  bat  c^  late  years  they  have 
been  t^ou^  in  snob  numbers  that  diey  are  exceeding* 
ly  fifflen  in  vahie.  Anodier  sort  dT  sbdl,  mnoh  prizra 
by  the  Kaluschians,  is  the  sea-tooch,  (UmtaBum  mtaUif 
called  here  InrAr  or  keUwa  On  account  of  the  great 
price  given  for  tlie^  slieils,  the  American  seamen  got  a 
qiwiti^  of  them  imitated  in  poreehun  in  England,  whidi 
were  so  wdt  executed  both  %  tolbrm,  size,  and  polish^ 
ibsf'Aty  had  a  perfectly  natural  appearance.  The  Ka* 
higdhians,  however,  were  not  to  be  imposed  upoia; 
tfaeY  detected  "the  fraud,  treated  the  pretended  shells 
wxm  die  utmost  contenipt,  and  the  speculation  proved 
entirdy  abortive.  The  women  also  wear  several  brace* 
lets  upon  their  wrists  of  a  sort  of  tMck  steel  wire..  The 
cfaild^'s  clothes  have  a  number  of  tattling  ornaments 
bung  about  them,  particularly  the  Chinese  brass  money, 
wftndi,  havk^  a  hole  dn-ough  the  middle,  are  ea«Iy 
sewed  on.  Thimbles  with  a  hole  bored  through  the  end 
and  sewed  on,  are  also  a  very  fevourile  species  of  orna- 
ment. At  first  the  sailors  of  the  United  States  diought 
that  the  wdmen  of  the  nCMlh- west  coast  of  America 
must  have  been  t)^  most  industrious  upon  the  whole 
gldbe,  since  they  wanted  such  an  wiazing  quantity  of 
Wimbles,  till,  at  length,  they  diseovered  the  use  made  of 
them.  Little  boxes,  in  which  theyvk^  their  valuable 
ornaments  and  other  little  objects,  are*  ornamented  with 
sea-otter%  teedi  mid  small  pieces^  polished  sea-ear. 

The  Kaluschians  have  ccffmnonly  only  one  wife  ;  a 
fenramong  the  duefi,  who  are  in  their  way  very  rich 
and  substantia!  men,  have  two  wives,  an  old  arid  a 
ycttng  one.  It  is  net  uncoAimon  when  a  young  girl  is 
growii  up  to  A\iV  her  up,  even  for  a  wh<4e  year,  in  a 
smadl  house  by  herself,  at  *a  distance  from  her  family 
and  acquaintanee,  wiiere  sheis  icept  constantly  employ- 
ed. I  he  idea  is,  that  by  this  means  she  acquires  habits 
of  industry  and  diligenc^,  reserve  and  modesty,  which 
wifl  afford  the  better  chance  of  har  becoming  a  good 
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infe^  aiid  bf  a  ao^  Ibiiiidta^  fiarwBddlp4 
It  is  certajui  that  indusliy^  r^crve,  and  inod^,  and 
Gwjug^  fidelilyi  are  the  genial  characterise  of  the 
fepale  sex  among  these  people^  and  ibrin  a  most  valua- 
ble distinctiop  MtwecQ  than  an4  the  women  of  the 
More  northern  parts  of  thp  coast. 

The  mapB^c^  fishiqg  here  is  well  worthy  of  r^ 
.mark*  To  every  line  is  bstened  a  small  bladw»  which 
floats  upoo  the  surface  of  the  water,  so  that  ooejperson 
din  attend  to foiirteiet} or  fiftea[iUpea^oDce..  Iliecli- 
.mate  on  the  eastern  ^de  of  dib  Archipdago  is  moKtse- 
^vere  thanon  the  westoru  Ididf not  remark ms  paii 
Gtilar  species  of  stone  except  granite  and  a  very  noe  sort 
.^ftalc 

I  could  not  lesurn  whether  these  peq;de  have  aqj  idea 
^of  a  Si^preme  Being.  They  shew  a  very  partu»ilar  re« 
spect  to  the  dead«  The  corpse  is  1^  in  a  new  chest, 
and  interred  in  a  remote  part  of  the  forest,  commonly 
between  four  trees  forming  a  square.  All  sevcredis* 
eases  are  ascribed  to  ihe  scMery  of  their  enemie^and 
the  root  of  a  particular  specie^  of  valerian  ui  considered 
as  the  most  effectual  remedy  that  can  be  administeitd 

On  the  thirtietli,  towards  noon,  we  set  out  on  our  re* 
tmti,.  when  vft  were  presented  by  our  host  Dlchactia 
with  a  considerable  quantity  of  s^noked  salmon  and  o* 
ther  dried  fish ;  tliese  wq  accepted  with  somucbtbe 
greater  pleasure,  as  we  were  very  ill  supplied  with  pro- 
visions at  New  Archangel.  We  proceeded  on  this  day 
no  farther  than  to  the  .habitation  of  the  Chief  Schincbe* 
taez,  with  whom  we  had  dined  two  days  before.  He 
was  exceedingly  glad  to  see  us  i^ain,  and  gave  us  with 
g|feat  pleasure  a  very  good  supper  and  lod^g  for  the 
night ;  we  seemed  a^  if  we  had  been  acquaun^sd  widi 
each  other  for  a  long  time.  As  soon  as  we  luid  warm- 
ed ourselves,  ai^  satisfied  our  hnoger,  we  distributed 
presents  to  our  host  and  his  f^noilj,  wlucb  woe  accept* 
ed  with  warm  acknowledgments,  and  a  thousand  apolo- 
gies that  dieir*  poverty  would  not  allow  of  making  us 
.presents  in  return.  The  wife  having  in  her  poasession 
a  sea-otter's  tail,  presented  me  with  itj^  but  alniost  at 
the  same  time  begged  another  shift  of  me. 
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We  flkpt  by  a  hi^  fire,  which  bumt  almost  tiie 
whde  nig^t  through,  in  the  middle  erf*  the  hut,  and  on 
the  ^rty-first,  at  day-break,  proceeded  again  on  our 
voyi^  OurattentioD  waanow  engaged  by  a  spedta* 
ck  vmolly  new  to  ua.  A  number  d*  die  Kaluachian 
men  were  running  entirely  naked  over  the  ice,  the  cold 
being  at  eight  degrees,  ^wn  to  the  aea-shore  to  badie. 
This  we  found  to  be  an  universal  practice  among  these 
]^eople«  Lktfec^dren,aftwday^aitertheirbiith,an( 
earned  m  all  aeatoiia  and  plun^  into  the  sea ;  Aeir 
soarocfy  haKdodied  bodies  are  in  this  manner,  from 
their  emestifi&ncyf  hardened  agtfbsl  the  severity  of  the 
cUmalew 

The  vrind  and  tide  were  so  entirely  in  our  fiivpur, 
that  before  evening  we  passed  die  narrow  and  danger* 
ous  str^t,  which,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  had  macfeso 
forcible  an  impression  upon  us.  It  now  appeared  as  if 
the  water  was  boiling,  and  the  wind  being  somewhat 
fineri),  the  foam  was  olown  about  like  so  much  dust 
Our  baidarkas  were  carried  tln'ough  with  amazing  ra- 
pidity, at  the  rate  of,  at  least,  twelve  knots  in  the  hour, 
and  we  arrived  happily  on  the  other  side,  pitching  our 
tent  on  the  same  spot  where  we  had  passed  the  night  of 
the  twenty-sixth*  The  weather  was  very  cold,  stand- 
ing from  six  to  eight  degrees  of  Reaumur,  and  our 
principal  business  was  to  collect  wood  from  the  neigh- 
bouring forest,  and  make  a  good  fire  to  warm  ourselves* 
On  the  first  of  November  we  reached  once  more  the 
Russian  settlement  in  Norfcdk  Sound,  all  in  high  health 
:ind  spirits. 


416  X>£PA&Ti;ril£  VOU  K£W  ajlbxok. 


CHAPTER  VL 


Departure  for  New  Adnoiu — Voyage  thUher^-^B^ 
ae  Graff,'— Cape  DisappointmetU.^ — The&oeri 
lumbia.^^Auempt  to  run  intoit^ — Cm^muatiim 
the  Fmage.^^Arrwd  m  tlw  £av  id' St.  FrmoMCo* 


BY  the  end  of  February  eight  out  of  the  hundred 
and  ninety-two  Russians  living  at  Sitcha  had  died,  and 
sixty  were  disabled  with  the  scurvy  f  preparations  were 
In  consequence  at  length  b^gun  for  the  long  talked  of 
voyage  to  New  Albion.  Tne  ship  was  soon  ready  to 
sail,  and  s^thougti  the  ecclesiastics  from  Kodiak  were 
not  arrived,  the  anchor  Was  weighed  on  the  twtn- 
ty-fifth  of  February  old  style^  or  the  eighth  of  March 
new.  All  who  were  to  share  in  this  expedition  quitted 
with  joyful  hearts  the  miserable  winter  abode  to  which 
they  had  been  doomed,  and  by  means  of  a  favourable 
wind,  before  night  set  in,  the  hated  Norfolk  Sound  was 
no  longer  in  view. 

Before  I  enter  upon  an  account  of  this  voyage,  it  will 
be  proper  to  make  some  preliminary  observations.  .The 
sailors  of  th«  Rdss^o- American  Company,  as  wt  have 
already  said,  consist  of  persons  who  were  formerly  in  vciy 
different  situations  :  these  have  been  principally  tncn* 
tioned  in  this  narrative  under  die  name  of  Promiisch- 
leniks.  Tliey  had  been  employed!  the  whole  winter 
through,  at  a  small  expense,  m  buisnes^  of  various 
kinds,  and  were  now  to  return  to  the  aea-sdvice,  after 
being  lon^  wholly  unaccustomed  to  it.^  Few  of  them 
were  equal  to  the  task,  and  most  were  in*s6  diseased  and 
ineffective  a  state  with  the  scurvy,  that  Lieutenants 
Schwostoff  and  Davidoff  evinced  diq  utmost  anxiety 
upon  that  account,  and  entreated  to  have  only  twtnty 
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ipca  from  among  iSie  most  faealdiy  in  the  aetdement 
awarded  lfaem«  though  the  ship  Juno  required  at  least 
tlur^  lUe-bodied  seainen  toiiavigafie  her  pixiperl^^  The 
rqxitacatations  however  6f  these  skilfiil  cheers  were  of 
l)Q  avaS,  Notwithstanding*  the  inrgent  reasons  they  aU 
leged  ton  requesting  the  twenty  men^  they  wane  refused, 
^ndmalead  of  them^thite- and  thirty  othei^  were  ap- 
jioint^  to  the  service,  only  eighteen  of  whom  were 
reaHy  in  any  degree  capable  of  going  through  it:  The 
rest  were  in  such  a  state  of  disease  ^nd  debility,  that, 
inscead  of  being  able  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  ship, 
^ley  Imited  to  be  assosled  themselves ;  at  the  same 
time  they  infecled  the  air  of  the  ship  widi  their  un* 
whokflome  bicadi,  and  consumed  half  the  dender  por- 
tion of  provisions  with  wUch  tne  vessel  was  stored. 

Manned  in  this  fashion,  we  put  to  sea.  On  the  foU 
lovang  day  we  had  a  fresh  north  and  north-east 
wmd;  when  most  of  the  peopk  on  board,  who  had  for  a 
long  time  been  unaccustomed  to'  the  sea,  lay  sick  in 
be£  For  the  first  days  of  our  voyage,  the  weathcar 
was  cM  and  clear,  but  soon  after  we  perceived  the 
]ileas|Qg  eftct  of  advancing  into  a  milder  climate  i  this 
Was  particularly  grateful  to  our  sick.  Sa  early  as  the 
third  of  March,  when  we  were  in  latitude  fifiy-one  d^ 
grees  north,  longitude  a  hundred  and  thirty-two  west, 
the  thermometer  was  at  fourteen.  The  sea  was  litil^ 
animated ;  we  only  saw  some  single  petere)s,j^batros. 
9es,  and  aea  mews.  On  the  sixths  wepbserved  a  ph«« 
nomenon  in  the  north^north-ep^  whidi  very  much  re. 
semUed  a  waterspout^  A  blade  cloud  approached  the 
surface  of  the  sea,  from  which, a  pillar  appeared  to  rise 
perpendicularly,  till .  it  reached  tha  cloud.  Whether 
this  was  .merely  anefiect  of  the  lieht,  or  whether  it  was 
really  a  pillar  of  waG»r,  we.  oould  ttot. distinguish^  at  sp 
great  a  distance,  as  ir  waa^betwcea  three  and  four  son- 
mDesfrom  us. 

On  thefoUowbg  day,  in  latitude  48^,  longitude  127% 
we  saw  more  birds  thap  usual,  and  havir^  b^t  little 
wind,  with  perpetual  variations^  prooeodad  very  slowly 
in  our  voyage.  On  the  tenth,  in  almost  a  dfiBd  calm, 
an  Aleutian  Iqithcr  canoe,-  which  wc  bad  brought  with 
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US  from  StchSi,  was  hoisted  ont,  that  we  might  fnale 
war  the  more  easSv  upon  a  number  of  stcnm^birdSf  ^ 
ceUdrla  gmeUy  which  had  been  flying  about  us  fiar  some 
hours.  Our  warfare  was  carried  on  with  great  success, 
and  we  made  a  'consndei^ble  number  of  pdsondrs.  h 
the  evenmg  of  the  same  day  the  wind  changed  to  sootb- 
soudi-east,  accompanied  by  a  drizzling  rain,  or  wet  log, 
which  continued  for  two  days,  producing  a  very  bad 
efiect  upon*mir  sick.  On  tibe  thirteendi^  the  weather 
^deaired  again,  and  having  a  favourable  north  and  north- 
weat  wind,  we  diitcted  our  course  towards  die  Biver 
Columbia,  which  we  expected  to  have  been  abk  to 
visit  without  any  loss  of  time.  This  was  very- desire 
ble,  for  the  double  purpose  of  recruiting  our  &essed 
crew,  and  examining  more  accurately  a  harbouri  which 
it  was  conceived  might  be  rendered  of  essential  iinpor« 
tance  to  the  Russians  inhatnting  these  coasts. 

On  the  fourteendi,  at  day-break,  ^e  honzonbdcg 
particularly  dear,  we  liad  the  pleasure  of  diacovcritig  the 
long- wished  fer  coast  d[  New  Albion.  To  the  south 
were  high  chains  of  hills,  to  the  nordi  the  land  was  low. 
Directiy  in  the  east  the  landscape  spread  out  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  being  terminated  in  die  back-ground 
by  a  very  h^hround  peak,  covered  veid)  snow.  Thb 
we  concaved  to  be  Cdptain  Vancouver's  Mount  St. 
Heldi'St  It  lay  in  latitude  46^  9'  north,  longitode 
138<>  4'  wc$t.* 

Even  without  any  astradonacal  observations,  tve 
might  have  presunKd  ourselves  to  be  in  the  ndghbcmr* 
hood  of  a  great  river,  as  Ae  sea  had  a  d&ty,  troubled, 
and  reddi^  appearance,  and  the  water  was  mingled 
with  a  conrideraUe  quantity  of  chiy.  Wesoontfsosv. 
ered  Cape  Disappointment  in  latitude  46^  20',  and  the 
favourable  nbrtii*west  wind  ccHitinuing,  we  expected 
soon  to  cast  anchor :  we  had  even  already  in  idea  eaten 
abundance  of  the  wild  docks  and  geese,  which  came  i- 
^out  u&in  greatt>k»i^.  Our  chid;  Von  Resanoff,bad 
already  sketched  his  plans  for  removing  die  settfement 

from  Sitcha  to  the  Columbia  River,  and  was  busied  with 

.  •  • 

*  See  Vancouvec's  VojAge,  voL  3,  page  tiJ. 
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achmcft  were  frustrated  by  the  wbd  shifUog  suddenly 
to  tbe  MUtb-easl^  and  beooiaiiiK  so  squally,  with  aucu 
adoudy  tky  sad  duck  atsiMpbere,  imt  it  was  impos-^ 
aiUe  to-ihsK  any  kMHsor  c£  ranoing  iato  an  unknown 
baibour*^    Amoqg  the  number  of  Iwrds  now  about,  ua> 

tekQMeSySffld  sea-mews*  Towards,  evening  the  wind 
nhMedt  awl  we  endeavomed,  by  carrying  very  litde 
fldly  to  pass  dK  nig^  without  varying  much  fixm  our 
pmcm  dtoationi  intending  the  next  momiog,  as  soon 
as  it  waa^fighty  agab  toattoaapt  making  the  mouth  4if 
fbarivci. 

ThechttBs  of  hills  whidi  we  had  observed  theday 
befioce,  widione  wfaieh  rose  very  iugh  above  the  rest, 
^nd  which  ought  have  servad  us  as  a  guide,  were  en^ 
vdopediniog,  aaweU  as  the  landscape  m  tbefcve* 
potmdy  and  the  green  ci^,  pardy  covmd  with  wood, 
whidi  we  had  determined  to  be  Cape  Disappointment* 
The  atrongsurf  on  die  nordiem  and  soudmo  pokits  of 
land,  die  low  woody  coast  to  the  south,  the  landscape 
stretdiing  so  hf  back,,  all  had  so  much  reaemUance 
with  the  mouth  of  the  Riyer  ColumUa,  seen  the  pre* 
oedii^eveiung,  diat  nobody  od  board  had  any  doubt 
upon  theaubjaot,  and  we  endeavoured  to  make  for  the 
noithem  psomontory*  Nesr  it  we  soon  discovered  a 
widely  extended  sand*bank,  exjoicdy  as  laid  down  by 
dbat  akilful  jiBv^;at0ri  Captain  Vancouven  As  we 
could  not  very  wS  sail  round,  thb  bs^okt  towards  noon 
Ac  anchor  was  dstojppcd  in  seven  ,&tbom  water,  upon  a 
firm  sand,  nHienj  on  taking,  an  observation,  we  found  to 
our  BO  «pall  astonidimeat  that  we  were  ia  ladtude46^ 
58'.  It  aemed  to  us  altogether  incomprdxn^bie  how 
tbecucrent  of  the  sea  could  have  carried  us  somuchto 
the  north.  It  is,  however,  Ughly  probable,  that  our 
sleepy  and  dull  Promuschlemka  migot  in  tbenighthav^ 
steered  in  a  wrong  direction. 

In  order  the  more  exaody  to  ascertain  our  situation, 
in  the  afternoon  a  sailor  aiid  two  Aleutians  were  dis* 
patched  in  a  three-seated  baidarka  to  take  a  more  ac- 
ourate  examination  of  the  harbour.    I  entreated  per- 
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iHMiQn  wjoBi  tnccnnuuDiiiiin  omHK'MmPBVK 
coMcntof  the  prBMSptts,  took  takjr  Mtt  in  thi^  bttdklok 

return  at  six  o'clock  intbe  eveo&i^  ak  dioiMflAt.«ri 
ttmt  as  oi§^  ckwd  iir,  a  laolem  aMidd  bir  huf  cm 
iqpon  die  iiiaiii.iiiiat  of  te  dap.         .       *        ■      . 

We  fiolbirad  at  a  propbr  disiMoe  tba  f3tiu%.Mrf 
of  the  northem  poimaf  knd,  and  oooa  j^fterteivoi  ilie 
opposiieaoutlieRi  ooast^  ivfaichfiinded  thft  odHr  lidetf 
tK  entranoe^  Betivoea  tkem  ^las-m  povagt  ^if  jbtek 
a  aea'^nuk  in  bnsadth,- whtch)  as  iar  at  wocooU'^ee,  ap* 
psared  fice  from  sorf,  and  ^aSuaiiy  aayinbk;  We 
therefore  rowed  direcdy  eastward  betivoeo  the  Jmib  of 
tbe  waves,  wkidi  loUbd  over  the  bank  on  sadi  sideof 
uSytowvdsthemoothoftfielmrtBQ.  Bf  the  lead  «c 
found  that  we  had  about  fto&fiMhom  and  a  hslf  water 
in  the  narrowest  fon  of  the  yawnigrj  whiGfa^bfrdeffees, 
as  we  got  faitbsr  into  the  faajr^  Imwascid  thaiz^seieB 
andahatf^aadninefiithonu  At  length^  kiDt.titt  s  Uttk 
before  six,  we  inched  the  inner  -Aqn^  wihcn^  hdune 
eamesdy  round  nte,  I  soon  isaertsinrfcl  that  4be  plinel 
was  exambing  was  the  Havre,  de  Gragrt  desnbedlMr 
Captaia  Whitby  in  Vanconvo^s  Woik«v  ip«  m  toi- 
tude  47^  north,  bqgttude  iJA"^  OS'  west* 

Ak)0g  the  sandy  sh<»e  lay  oi»  ail  sides  hige  treab 
of  trees;  and  a  dcaobte  kiad  of  ooontry  bommsd  by  a 
£^feenctHunofhitts,sii:etefaedinUiUabG^  half  a  Ger- 
man mile,  in  a  nqrthrwestedy  direetMH  knd.  ia  tie 
vichdty  of  a  wood,  Isaw  soooice  nsmg  in  senmlfhoes, 
which  plainly  indiqafettl  thqft  the  ooui^  wostahabited 
Itbe^kxeabofvidedmsand^htt'iKardie  shoret  ^^ 
ed  my  gon  twice,  wiifta  view  to  ialtiict  <be  Mlioeof 
the  nearest  ndiabitMits,  and  invite  thtm  to  name  dowti 
tons;  bnt  pcrhqpSidie  distance  was>  too  great  iir  tie 
|uns  lo  be  hi»rd,  as  my  ttKrinwnt  was  not*  prodoe- 
tive  of  any  conanpienoes^ *  From  the  hiU  I  bada  tole- 
table  view  of  the  country  round.  Tkfi  navigation  be- 
tween  the  sand-banks  appeavd  broader  than  it  is<I<^ 
by  Captain  Whitby^  aqyd  the  southern  banoa.  * 

•  See  Vancouver's. Voy^ey  Vol  3,  page c^^^ 
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dte-tolwr  mme  ^pcn»  ttuMlk  ditadkm  of  tfat  tmdf 
shoiumjr  vtrjr  likcl3P«be  obibgcd  by  siDnu  and  liigli 
tiikMMiDe  the  vtik  irf.th»l  imngfftor.  On  die  aondmi 
•idBi«flfetinrbour  tbeie  seenct}  to  be  safe  and  gooA 
ancfaoriget and tii6  nouth o£a  small  riner.  Fmm  th* 
inunber  of  whalea  I  obaenrad  hacy  I  concbidod  that 
thaetniiat^.a  conaideaabte  daptb  pi  watar^  and  abom 
ddnoeeffiaii.  I  saw  v^alt  qu(uidtiea.  of  aea-fa«rl  and 
Mnifiper%M^m§$tn  Iwaaoii^dKveat.kNr.WBaer,.and 
firlimthe obaenrations J inackt  I  oonclndt  tbe  ebbaod 
flow  of  theaea  at  the  aprinf^-tidesto  be  my  coMidera* 
bfe.  Tbe  nartlMnBteifiii^  in  the  Httiior  of  the  bar* 
boiir^  described  bf  Caf)lain  Whitby,  is  abnost  entirely 
choafeed  iq>  withaand^  About  twenty  paces  from  the 
sliaBe^  whoc  I  Isnkd^  Aere  wah  batwwn  tun  £ithom 
and  a  half,  and  fire  fittinai^  waael'. 

li  waaaheady  mx.  o'dock  in  the-evcning;  and  the 
jgiit-was^iaaiiig  «  very  h$t^  an  that  I  bad  no  time  to 
make  a  longer  stagrt  {Nutticulafly  ^^^^^  ^^^^  expedient  to 
wdtk  throi^  the  passifcr  betareanibe  banks  befaae 
dark;  after  which  weabonld  haw  to  row  about  thuty 
versiafinahert  to  feach  the. ship.  A  gust  of  wind  or 
uiilinroiind^lesvathermigbt  compel  the  conunandera  to 
weagh  anchdr,  and  .Onr  aitnadoa  woidd  not  then  havi 
beoBtilevyiikaaant  Soaredy  hadwe  passed  the  far- 
thm  snrf  Mrhen  it  beeaasecntiMlydaric^  and  tbe  mooO« 
bn  which  I  fajEid  ndied  for  lightii^  .itis  on  our  way,  was 
confiele^r  orefthadowed  wkb  clouds.  At  the  same 
tinaea  attong  s6ud>aottdi-eaat  wind  roae,  and  the  slnp/ 
pan^  fram  the  darikneas  of  the  nif^^  >paitfy  from  tlie 
n^inaresy  spoddie  low  manotr  in  which 'oor  bast 
wiis  bbiltt  was  noi  to  be  seen.  SKt  diercfcac  rowed 
withall our  aaigbt tomuds  tfaejibQe  where<  we  suppos- 
ed abembat  be,  when  about  eiji^  in  the  evanh^  the 
horison  fadngperfi»rtly  dask^  wesaw  the  ibsh  of «  oan- 
noA»  thottg^  we  were  M  too  grqu  a  diatance  to  hear  the 


This  mq^bt  traly  be  osU^d  to  vb  z  feti-de  jayej  and 
being  repeated  every  half  hour, »  served  to  <lirect  us  in 
the  right  way.  1  answered  the  signal  every  time  by 
&ang  our  muskets,  but  !• -arnt  afterwards  tliat  the  lif  lit 
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ivas  never  oMe  6C«n  by  tfacr  flfa^i.  We  woie  «  little 
able,  on  acoount  of  tfaje  roUing  (x  Ae  wavts,toaK&e 
Iantaii.biiiigtqthemaiii»iiiast^thc9lu^  tall  we  were 
within  a  very  short  distance  of  her.  Atfan^^  about 
half  psffit  ten,  notwitbstandUag  the  darkneaa  atbe1^sht, 
the  force  of  dtie  wind  and  the  waves,  and  ^png  oU^ 
totakea  carcisitto  avoid  the suff,  we  arrived  safe  and 
well  atthediqab  iothegi?at  joy  of  our  oompapm 
Th^  had  given  us  np  as  having  booooie  a  pity  dtbcr 
to  the  fury  of  the  wavei^cr  of  the  soKagts  upon  the 


Immediately  after  our  arrival  the  rachoc  was  xmgb* 
ed,  and  the  wind  being  veiy  strong,  and  in  our  £ivour, 
in  seven  hours  ^we  ran  sixty -six  viUes  and  -a  halL  The 
whole  n%ht  throng  it  blew:  from*  the  aoutb-south-east, 
and  the  next  mornmg,  the.sixifiQBth,  rose  to  a  vioieni 
€tormy.whidididno!t  abate  till  eveoingi^  Aealmauc* 
ceedingf  we. were  exceedingly  tormented  with  the  pkcb- 
ing  and  rocking  of  the  ship.  The  foUowiog  daya  the 
same  un&vourable  sDudi*soudl-eaBt  vnnd  ooo&ued  to 
blow,  and  prevented  our  advancing  southmwds*.  On 
the  eighteenth,  being  in  latitude  46^  40',  we  saw  ttve- 
ral.  flocks,  consisting  of  mmy.  thousand  sea4>iids; 
these,  combined  with  a  vast  number  of  whaks,  made 
the  sea  (juite  alive ;  the  latter  were  pobaUy  fiaHowiog 
the  herruigs  in  their  usual  peregrinations. 

On  the  nineteenth  the weatho*  was  doudy,  niiWiand 
ic^^,  audit  was, not  till  evening diat  the  souOi^east 
wind,  which  had  so  long  tormenled  us^  began  ta  abate. 
The  horixon  then  became  somewhat  clearer,  andiatwe 
could  ooce  more  see  the  coast  stretching  to  the  ost. 
In  the  south-east  lay  the  hills,  which  we  supposed  to  be 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  GdunaUa  River.  To  the 
jQortb^east,  belmidA  lone  chain  of  UUa,  rose  a  lolfy  p^ 
coviircd  with  snow,  the^nighest  point  df  whichhatla  ve* 
/ry  irr^ndar  form,  probably  tfac^JExt  of  a  former  volca- 
no. .  This  was  undoubtedly  the.  Mount  Rainier  which 
Vancouver  observed  at .  the.  dktance  of  a  hundied  geo- 
graphical miles.  We  proceedied  slowly  fortvanb  with 
a  gentle  wind,  and  had«  early  ii^  the  moniiag  of  the 
twentieth  of  March,  the  pleasure  of  beii^  presented 
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^nA a  devvkmr  bf  the  )>leasifig  dotintrjr  along  tfie  ^ 
shoffc.  Totfieeast  t^meooaat  of  SboaLWater,  to 
the  soatfi*soutk«eMt  the  high  hsH  whicb  We  supposed 
to  be  Cape  Look^-oiii,  and  between  thi^m  the  nortfiem 
-promontory  it  die  entrance  of  the  River  Columbia,  catt- 
ed Ca|e  DiaqypcMiitmeM;  South-east  of  this  lies  a 
peak,  te  fomnMid  figure  of  which -vittrles  so  much  ac- 
cor^g  to  tfie  distance,  and  the  ditectton  in  which  it  is 
seen,  that  kmay  yery  easily  be  mistaken  by  any*  one 
destfoii&of  talong  itasamark.-  The  walls  of  the  cra- 
ter, which  are  obaerVable  at  its  farthest  point,  form  four 
pyramida,  one  of  which  often  conceals  another,  so  that 
sometimes  two,  sometimes  three  are  seen,  rarely  one  on* 
ly,  oraUfbur. 

To  our  vety  great  sorrow  we  soon  lostottr  favoura* 
ble  wind,  and  weietmce  more  dr^en  to  die  north  by  a 
gentle  sonth-east,  and  soiith*s6utb-east  wind,  assisted 
by  Ae  currents  of  the  sea.  Towards  evening  a  calm 
^eame  on,  and  that  we  might  riot  lose  at  night  by  the 
ccMrmits  aH  die  way  that  we  had  made  in  the  day«  to- 
wards seven  o^dock  Lieutenant  Schwostoff  cast  anchor 
in  tWenty-three^fiithom  water^  Several  sorts  of  whales 
sported  round  obr  ^ip,  -from  scmie  of  which  the  spout 
of  water  was  larger  than  I  iiad  ever  yet  seen.  During 
tlie  calfii  Ae  clouds  took  a  variety  of  directions;  and 
the  waves  came  strongly  from  the  west,  aldiough  for 
aevetal  days  the  wkid  had  been  in  the  soutfa>east.  We 
lay  at  anclior  all  night,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  twen- 
tieth direeted  onr  course  to^atds  Cdpe  Disappointv 
ni^Mt,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  west  and  north-west. 
It  was  of  no  small  importance  to  us  to;  land  if  possU 
ble.  Many  of  our  sick,  from  theF  nature  of  their  food 
on  board  the  ship,  and  the  watit  of  proper  antiscorbutic 
remedies,  didy  grew  more  and  more  diseased,  so  that 
4xir  commanders  considered  it  as  an  absolute  duty  to 
pot'intoAe  first  harbour  dieycoutd/reach  with  shfety* 
No  hope  of  restoring  them  seemed  to  remain,  unless  By 
the  wholesome  amnlial  and  vegetable  productions  that 
might  be  collected  on  shore;'  We  rejfoiced' therefore^ 
in  the  idea  of  having  arrived  in  die  ncighbouHioodHa 
the  River  Coltmibia,  and  in  order  to  avoid  tlie  su-ong 
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of  the  sfa  about  thenuvlherii  jvomstaff, 
steered  'more  to  the  soutfi^  wheie  the  smooth  aurbcr 
ofthe  water  led  us  to  piesoine  that  tkeie  imistbei 

S>cd  passage.  Towatda  two  o'clock  we  had  doubled 
e  h^  northern  promontory,  and  towaids  five^  to  our 
great  concern,  we  plainly  <Uscemed  tfipt  the  eaMenho 
fizonwaa^  marked  by  a  violent  surf,  wad  that  we  had 
been  driven  by  a  strong  current  too  near  the  aoaAon 
cap^caHed  Cape  Adams,  having  missed  die  passagf. 
we  were  thefrfore  obliged  to  oist  anchor  not  fir  fron 
thesurT,  in  threefirthom  wa^ef^fincftigaiiradvesin  thent- 
most  danger  of  beii^  stranded  upon  die  asndy  shot 
As  the  wuid  almost  at  the  same  time  tncreaaed  ezcecd- 
ingly^  Lieutenants  Scfawostoff  and  Davidoff  held  it 
more  adviseable  to  get  away  as  fast  as  possible  fiom 
diis  shallow  water,  midto  take  every  advantage xftied 
by  the  continuaCJM-of  the  fevourabie  norduwiait  wini 
They"  therefore  rtyre&ented  to  M.  Von  Reaanoff  that  it 
was  better notto  lose  more  time,  but  to  ^riiandon  the 
idea  of  i!^ning  into  the  River  Ctriombia,  and  saH  awsf 
Arectty  for  St  Francisco,  where  we  should  be  amcnt 
civilized  people,  and  should  no  'doubt  find  plemy  of 
provbions  and  every  thin^  neces$ary  *{br  the  recovei)' 
of  our  sick* 

On  the  twenty-second,  one  oftbe  many  aeoibotie  pa- 
tients we  had  broiighl  from  Sitcha  died,  and  fiAecn 
more  of  the  Promiischleniks  lay  in  so  deplorable  a  state, 
that  it  aeemed  asr  if  six  or  eight  of  than  must  inrviti- 
biy  perish  if  we  did  not  soon  reach  some  hafboor.  The 
continuance  of  the  nordi^  west  Wind-was^  under  Aese 
circumstances,  a  mat  consolation  to  os,  and  inspired 
every  one  with  me  pleasing  hope  of  finding  Umsdf 
soon  on  shore  m  a  more  soudierly  and  consequently 
milder  climate*  This  prospect  bad  the  agreediie  coo- 
sequence  that  M.  Von  Keaanoff  thought  he  might  ven- 
ture to  be  less  sparing  crfhcsstorea,  and  gave  the  wiiolc 
crew  a  good  bowl  of  punch  made  widi  the  brandy  of 
the  Bassio-Americans,  whidi  I  endeavoured  to  render 
as  palatable  as  possiblt  by  the  assistance  of  acid  or  yi* 
trioi  and  sugar.    TfaB  beverage  was  universally  admir* 
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Tbeneat  diy  we  ivcic, .  accanKng^  ta  an  olMerviiti^ 
tdcm  at  ix»H  in  faiitade  40^  f;^,  and  toii^sMi»  even* 
kig  could  diacemj  in  the  clear  south-easterly  \kwi^\  n 
iBght  prdpiOBtoiy ,  vfrhisb  wtsupiiMed  to^  Ci^!Men. 
d^iaei.  The  sea  was  ^mBommoaif  «d^id,  and.  seah^- 
ly -ami  a  btrdiras  to  be  senu  Asifae  ni^  was  clod* 
kig^  ki^  wff  pcrecif cdt  in^  tnrter  ntar  tK'shipy^-sart 
oftitabaiid4ikeoi9eefl;ifieifectiy  dm  and  tnaispay.^ril, 
iirliaflhfaiidthedimi.  iDHAat^  a  snake.^   Ii 

vMttprdhMy-ctompQocdofiMiimber'  o^^  or  ttiot- 

teaoftdfftpaitmdslrsttettifia^  oaM^  Fofs^ 

kal^  as  liabgwig  to  each  other  ih  so  extraordtoiary  | 

On  lberft«mll}?«£fttr  a-bciak  aoudMsat  windf  i«^  fog 
snsid  im^  drbw  lis  bask  tofthe^^  abottt  thtPte 

a^bs  £MhcEr  firem  Cape  Adendoetim.  This  |if6inQntt»- 
gy  apd  dwt  dockwitits/abottt  it  foehig^'  and  ste^)  it 
iMsairiyfftthit  nigigbd date  and  oarroar  vaHies 'iid^t 
;aiiy  apporinfioe  of  .wood  wis-aobe  seen.  The  \6wet 
faUls  ^MorecUefly  eorered  wMk  a  greeil  turf,  btil  we  did 
nei  aay . Wibeie-tibaenfie  ismoke  ^or  otker  indk^tions  of  in-  \ 

hahilanis.  It  is  Mdead  probable  durt  the  coMntry  is 
BPkiahMiedi^taa  tfaastBcpdedliviHte  appear  to  olitr  ve- 
ry  lit^  ihs^^oan  contribute  to>  the;9U[^ort  of  man.  This 
day  i^pyt  noon  we  observed^  for  the  first  time,  large 
floclia*  oC  viild  geese, 'going  fi^ 
yiirtfii  lis  die  evening  the  wkid«.tufMd  again  more  to 
^bt  weal,  wfaieh  enabled  us  once  more'  to  pursue  our 
couraa  at  a  tokraUe  rale* 

On  the  twen^- sixth  we  found  ourselves  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  a  low  p^it  of  land  which  we  saw  in  the 
flOHdi^eastyand  supposed  to  be  Cape  Barro  de  Arena. 
By  our  observation  at  noon  we  were  in  latkude  39^ 
1^'.  The  weather  was  warm  and  dry,  but  the  eastern 
ImrisoQ  was  for  the  most  part  enveloped  in  fog.  La- 
ter  ia  the  day  .we  couki  see,  firom  time  to  time^  a  steep 
shore,  in  the  back -ground  of  which  were  bigh'^moun- 
taana.coversd'io.soroe  parts  Wi^snow.  In  the  after* 
noon  a  golden  winged  wood- pecker,  picm  (turaftn, 
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flour 0Q» bovdySBcnuiig m if  it  hopod  to  find  ante 
pbotoCrsfiige;  intferaddrdMlkloiitidtodcad^n^ 
OQ  awouQi  m  its  ImMilgr  and  nvkr,  wttertd  not  far- 
betf  aacrbSdng  it»  and  pMMnring  it  as  aivebjcot  of  ns 
lumlbi^Diy. 

ThewitidlrciliwtdtoTOich»tfc.ii^fc  Ifattir^ 
judged  imdrat  (ID  idw  in  soar  of  our  saiis.  Eariy  in 
the  fnorniiir  we  disravered  to  the  somfa  die  dnsterof 
focks  called  £09  fUameSf  andtodie  east  die  promoB' 
fory  oi  JPmh^ik  lui  Me^'m  latitnde  S7^  5^,  mar  to 
which  lies  die  Mbonr  of  St«.  Fnaioiaeo^  AcwrtBtcar. 
ficdiiaatthestaiQiimetwoimaea  totle  artail.  We 
now atroied dktcedy  towaidstfe  harboiia,  and  Mthe 
jpkaaure  of  finding  Vanooaver's  chatty  and  vinvsso 
accuiBte,  diat  Ukj  left  noddngto  be  wiahed  for.  The 
liQ;idav aQlaadiiiiga  laay-aevvc  cw^  ma^HUt  »  v9e* 
'ou^guide^tofimintollie-liariMMr  even  in  dirdirki 
w€,  however,  IkeldiiinaBepradent  ta  oomc  l^  aneiior 
fi)ir  the  night  at' the  diataaJDe: of  bctwntai  twoaoAihRc 
nriJeaftomdiemoiiAof  die  hii4wK\  in  Jburfiftbem 
Mda  halTwanort  and  on  dK  twentytcMidi^  at  <&7* 
iH^eak,  proceedtd  farwardli  to  die  place  oronrdMina- 
tion.  <  Toward*  nine  okkxk  wo  framed  die  seirtb- 
eaaiern  point  ofthe  harbour,  on  which^  while  tvtwere 
yet  at  a  conaiderable  diatance^  we'  pcpceiiMed  a  fcrt 
From  this,  as.  we  appRiached  it,  we  wore  haBed  l^ 
mean$  of  a  speaking  trumpet,  and  asked' who  we  ivo>?i 
-and  whenoe  wecamc  In  consequence  of  oar  answer 
we  were  dieeoiedi)0'oaat  anchor  hi  die  neighbonrftoo^ 
of  the  fort. 
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W&  had  ^caiMljr  vMhed  out*  de8iimtion,on  ibe 
fnoming:  of  the  iiMU^^^^ightfi  of  Maith,  after  a  voyage 
of  tUrty^tno  daf^  nvim  ivio  avar  fiftoso  horaeoaiini  com^ 
iMt^irofli  tte  ibit  ef  St.  fmnciaeo,  «nd  ndiMide  in  full 
«A^taibe  Ao^  near  wtee  .otir  veaad  w»  h^» 
lajr^MdM^Mdby^il^di^  tMdfe  us  uttdeMMndthat 
mifttpctM  11  beat  fromtai  to^eomieoii  ahotOy  mi 
jrfi^Md  ^MiC  iitopMieiiM  whae  «ve  lyteit  hoia^mife 
out  I:«ic«itaiaM  Oavidoff.  aiid  myadf  went  in  it  aft 
pKBnioicniiancsiRjfR  inc  ani^ 

Wc$ieie  fMdiFed  bjr  a  Fianciaean  MOiA»«nd  aeirtrat 

no«iin^iae^diadngiHfllied  Mm 
eular  drtm^  urasprearated  tons  aa  the commaitdam  of 
ue  place.  He  had  over  hia  onifinrm  a  aort  cf  mantk 
striped  wodkn  doth,  wMeh  ioolfied  yefj  aauoh  like  die 
comfidcifabed»1»headooming  thrcmghan  opemnH; 
ki  diefiuddle,  aoilnit  it  hung  down  over  thebrfiast,  baA, 
dndahodden.  lie«  asurett  as  theteat  <if  the  miBtaiy 
oficers,  Voae  booisa  embroidered  after  apardoahir 
finMon,  and  txtrafvagantfjr  hugeapurss  anoat  ofdieBl 
also  had  k^  tloaka.  Aa  not  one  of  oaf  par^  nadtr* 
stood  Spamsfti,  the  coversation  was  carried  on,  m  Lrtin» 
between  me  and  the  Frandacan  friar^  llna  bekig  die 
onhr  medium  by  whidi  we  cdold  make  o«||pdi%a  intd- 
ligiibie  to  eadi  odier. 


t6M       ssT^uteutr  or  tsAXut  nuuttiaM. 

Thci  first  q^ieMiDii  askfid  ims-wlKw  wtt  yxm^mA 
\vhence  we  came.  We  said.that  our  ihb  belg^gcd  tot 
Russiian  voyage  of  discovery^  and  that  the  commmdiT 
of  i^  the  Chamberlab  Voa  Resanoffl  was  ODbottd; 
that  our  intentioD  had  been  to  go  to  Moataapjri  as  die 
seal  of  governmeot^  but  that  "f  wing  to  oontnrjr  winds 
and  a  scarciQr  of  provisions,  we;  had  been  under  the w»^ 
sity  of  putting  into  this  harbour,  as  the  neaMtt  we  could 
inake«;  we  thereSaic  fqfc!<^  .tbe.cQficiiii8iidecla  Msaii* 
«ioo  topurch^ise  the  si^fdies  we  wautedr  aid  do.  sqpie 
neoe^ary  lepairs  to  o^r  veateU  .  To  iSaiB  we  jcpetvcd 
for  answer,  that  it  was  a  long  dme  sinoe*  thftWiiMad* 
ant  had  received  iotdligenoe  of  this  expcditioii,  wiA  aa 
prder  from  the  Ring  of  Spain,  that  in  case  die  shbi 
shoqld  put  unto  that  -port,  tbty  should  jbe  rcfejicdflo.tfe 
most  friendly  noaoDpr,  and  be  aa|ipU(Eid^itb€ray;thi^ 
they  might  want;  .^^t^ria  consf^^cncSyaU  (up^Mfn- 
fie^ipent  wfaj^lhecqiintry  ofd  tbeaqsaoDsibBded, 
should  boirentisi^y  attour.sqviee.'  ^At^  9sm^mc 
ii)ity  ^Ai&snftA^t^i^  in(wMtiai^  sent 

tkmm^  the.  ^pedUion^t  y^ltm  it  sailed  from  Qmstadt, 
consisted  of  two  /shups,  the  Nadegchda'Siiitbeitlcvar 
tbepne  c^nmaode^  py.Capjimi,  KniqfiastaPy^VKl  the 
other  by  Captain  *Lisiauis^yy  and  they  wi^itd  Kvluiow 
what  .could  haveipficasioTCd  sp  great  axhaqgq».as  that 
the  jChapiberlain.  Von  Resanoff  (whose  iwjfc  seeped 
known  jtp  them.)  was  now  come  with  one  ah^cQly»  and 
that  niQithiQr.  of  those«abi»renamed,  and  commaiidod  by 

di&rent  psffiqeira*  -    ^  - 
To  th^s  inquiry  ive  replied,  that  the  or,^finalshjpscQ* 

gaged  in  the  ex^itioii  ucee,  from  a  varkty  of  ciiciub- 
Ma9Gn»  undor  thfi  iiQcessky  of  retwning  ^fiurapc 
froin.Kanischatka,  ^nd  tl^  his  Majesty  ^M^j&WP^ 
of  llHssia  M,Qrdi^4b^  Chamb^riiun  Vod  |tcsqlofft0 
TVm9\Si  on^hffafd  the  JufiQ,  under  the  cqimuad-  d^ 
LK»»tmm^9S^VQ^io9,s^Ihyi^f  for.t^paisosc 
QCyi.s|t)ng.thet9qttlemen(s  of  tbe^Bussio-AipiericaitCoii^* 
pWi¥  upQatbe  Ai^Htian  isles  and  the  fiordi-i»*66t  coast 
of  Ameri<;»y  6:019  i>vbciiQ6  lie  liad  pmcxeidcd  to  that  port. 
With  this  answer  tlicy  seemed  pcri(;otly  satisfied^  a»d 
begged  the  Chamberlain  to  come  on  shore,  sayiag  t^-*- 


dMjiiioiikl  «Mt>tiMte<fir  iiai,  ahd  oteibKttita  to  did 

Wentwaod  iramedivlrijr^  to  the  sjU^to 
thwnffffcjbfeinvilalion^  aadbeipg  jcmcd  by  theChimw 
bedaia  and  LietiteoaBt  SobwoatDBt  proceeded  with  oov 
guidtts  towasdiB  Idu?  fipesidenoy,  aa  the  militaiy  setUoi' 
iwabi  in  Caltfiinitt  «Mi  cail^  .  Qd  our  way  tUther,  wo 
mM  tnfionned  thai  the  p^cr  caaumndm^^  Don  Ar« 
neHo,  mnalMefit^aiidtDtithisaoi^DQ^ 
ArgueUo,  vudi  wvfaoni  we  wcie  then  talking,  supplied 
hiaplwe'  tiU  hisjretiirtitf  In  ao^iewhait  more  tMna 
qnaMr  of  an  hour  weamvedat  the  Pj^eudeney,  wheie 
we  weve seoeivcd in  tbemasr  politeand  frkndv  aoan- 
nrr  1^  A^idnaae  Arguello,  wife  of  the  commandantand 
her  fiMnify* 

.  The  whole  tctttemwil.of  AFeaociacohaatheiy^ 
peapmee  of  a  Gcnaaa  Mgtairie.  The  :iow  wqoden 
iioiiBea  oonaiet  of  one  .^ladnuigHlar  Moofu*  The  habi-> 
tataoB  of  tUe  coRunandant  is.  small  and  mean.  >  A 
sort  of  padonr,  .with  only  whitS'-washcd  waUs,  very 
aoantily  fumislMd^  and  abont.  half  the  floor  oovefsd 
wkh  stniw-»aaatting^  secvedas  the  jipartment  for  reoeiv* 
ing  <iompany«  .^&r  being  heartily  wekomcd^  we  were 
ptfcseaied  wMb  reficshraents,  and  invited  to  partake  of 
as  good  a  dinner  as  their  kitoben.  and  oeHar  would  fin** 
niab*  ItwpanotmylongbefiMeitwas  aerved^andta 
oiiff  ^nft  aorpriae,  eobaiderii^  the^hoQftbkt  natwe  of  the 
reat  ofithe  fnmituie,  in  aa  handabmea  aervioe  of  plate 
asccadd  be  seen.  Thiscoitly  Ameriean  metalis  m^ 
dfiod.to  be  fixind  in  the  most  remote  Spanish  posses* 
aions.  FnendsUp  and  barniomr  reigned  in  die  whole 
befaavioiir  of  these  worthy  kindi-faBartad  poopk  ;.  ii^^ 
inanoba  spot,  they  have  scarcely  an^jr  piouiutsor  a- 
nusenients  but  what  proceed  from  fanuly  union  8uid  do* 
ime8tio;<wdiality» 

The  simple  ardeas  attachaaent  whidi  ocry.partof 
this  aouable  fiiinily .  aeemed  to  fiaelfor  the  odier,  ialer* 
eated  us  so  mucli»  that  we  soon  wished  for  a  iardKr  ac<^ 
qnaiiHanee  with  them,  and  were  very  deaapoiisiof-  learns 
ing:  the  name  of  each  individual.*  Madaooe  Arguello  had 


iMdiATinnicUlimif  6f  ivlMm  MHiBAt^MMiAii  line 
Imog;    SaoeuC  tbr  8a»«Me  ihirwr npHMKlhttinilT 

UBnamed  doiii^htei^  JDoDDsCaoiMMiQiilflbBHiid-itt 
awr^  imrtic WtaffhTi  Thr  win  li  nth  id  liiiimiil  Imil 
ifivkling  loio^inpiriHf^  cye>»  J  w  imiail  «irtfc»  !*>■< 

Other  coanM^-jwk  hfnniniiiriiin»f[ir  pocfect^-  TJiiiylrnnj 
bot  £ra|oaiily^  in  Italiry  SpuiH  aad  Port^       <  • 

l»d deolMcd  war  igaiosi S|Naft, and  Mldii%fAiit whea 
our  vfmd  was  firitiioin,  k  WMSuoDMoAtoJitt  wfiitf* 
Kah  one»  and  an  enemy,  bm  that  thqr  wentMMBidf 
fa^imr.when  Agy^ifMoA  tbw-wiiilillii  Aft|r4bacr, 
he  ^apatcfaed  a  €ourkr  a»lhcgQMMwaiAloflMNf»«> 
anoomioe  our  wrmdj  afl<l<tt«qMeH  hia»6rt»iB<Wfr 
ifenswithreganltaaBi;  Mw  VanScwKiffaiafiieata 
tswlmnbybm.  Baakte  Fatter  Jiiaif*  i2lh^.  tk 
Fraaciacanv  who  had  moeiMd*  iia  aft«v  haldiiigi^ 
woe  abo  intMidiuied  lo  iaihaB  MipiJiviBidieMRd 
ifom  both  ai|.iBmtatiDa  t»  vMijAaiy^ 
dacoioaihe  nexi^.  Thta  Wa»«i«haMtkMAattb» 
liihinait,ljrfligatifa0diitaooe:or«  ahcM^ ifaraMBahp 
casBMacddiFdK  PaesadoK^v   inthraMiniig^tva^fftDtt* 

cd  totbcafaiprnydideligteBd  widi^ib» 

aed,  when  wa  fcoetnd  d^  fkim^.biettgoMtlhrt  ibe 

oommndant  faad«Bfc  ao  h«9&«.6Hppl]r  fliijcliiA«wWi 
that  tteie  wBa>  auffiuent  to  fted  ota  poor  diieyrf 

woe£>urte  oaieii^  two  ahaeP«^ii^^^ 
oabbegea,  aad  levead  odvr  anrts  of  vfigMaU*  «■ 


Qo  the  twenty- ninth,  at  eight  in  die 

,ii0OBMia«dM^  hoMn  waft  HaAf  lor  MT^^ 
,4MidFadMT  JondilhiaoamettMcaiftrir^ 

ooodnGtoe.  Mesan*  Von  Raaaooi;  Sebwoatai^  ]>^' 
4bS^  and  aB^aeil^  were,  of  chia  party  of  plcuiawn  As 
we  were  to  pass  the  PrcaUency  in  oitr  way*  we  f^ 
caUed  b  to  wish  the  worthy  family  of  AigueUo  a  gooA 
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ivepnMiBdrtflMMfcAe  Misaiom  The  cbad  bbad 
oiMt  far  hows  <r  for  wilkiiig,  coMMtiiig  almMt  evciy 
wtereofakxioearod.    The  sivroanding  coontfy  i^  in 

loird»ob% albfld %■!  Kilte  vifiMf.  ThrbMswoe 
dmoitike  oaky  tfaHigs  t»  cNmcf  onf  atttntion ;  J  stir 

SBlCfll    BUKV  VnERQWII  -VO    nlSf  DCSHICBi  WgKS^  CIlKo^ 

cHrituSy-  dvoks;  Ihttot  v/^n  also  a  few  nbtMCs^and 


iaabovtihM  ouartersof  mi  bMr  we trrlve# at dK 
VMopu  f^iUherMbMin,  to  whom  we  hdd  been  faifro^ 
dimd  AeAE^^befare  «t  thr  Breakleiiey^  reiMninNi  m  at 
lUe  4ear  witba«Rl  eeeleslaalb,  ealMFaCHcv  Riiy. 
noitd^  M  whMn  we  Weee  presemed ;  both  gav«  w  a 
very  ktndaadfriendtf  wetmiiie»  *  We  were  canrml.tm* 
imdimeiji  t»  the  clnwebt  where  a  short  prayer  was  put 
up'farifii}  after  wMcbwe  mem  ebewn  aV  that  w«^ 
AiOHghCdefiihrii^  of  amntiM  in  the  ahapM  ar^ 
Yd  sif  the  traih,  these  cwiiNrf^  ooiisisled  in  Btde 
more  Aan  the  ecctemsncat  pataphemaUa.  -Ooreieek 
rone^  Fatter  Jaoqih  Urk,  who  was^  genemlhr  speaking; 
an  bUKiHgem  and  wielt  'hifarwied  many  and  wm  seeAied 
«»  hvve  a  Mond  and  aeeurate  judgment*upon  most  sub- 
jeeta^  understanding  that  I  waaa  naturalist^  took  me  by 
tine  hand  when  n^  were' hi  the  chapel,  and  made  me 
tafte  notice  o£  a  pamimg,  '  wMeh*  lepreseiiled  the  Agape 
Amtpieamiy  or  large  American  aloe,  fram  the  midst  of 
wMdh,  instead  of  aflower-stem,  rcjse'a  holy  virgin,  by 
whoaa,  as  he  assured  me,  many  extraordinary  mirael^ 
w>WeperfoiMttliR^scqiMi#  Thia'he  vehledwithan 
airaf  sucbfipmbeKrfin  thestoiy,  that  I  conldnot  help 
tfesrtkkig  if  the  beKef  waa  rerily  not  assumed,  this  was 
the  greatest  asinide  the  Vnrgin  conld  have  wrought* 
FWrni  oonrtcsy,  howewn^,  I  joined  in  his  adhiiratioii  of 
the  okonmatance,  eapfeasliijBp  al  the  same  time  my  ex- 
treme envy  of  the  painter,  who  had  seen  so  great' a  natii- 
rat  curtoaity  widi  hia  own  eyes. 

When^^ve  quitted  the  church,  we  were  cnrriea  to  the 
rlweHing^  house  of  die*  ecclesiastics,  wliich  consisrs  of 
several  very  spacious  apartments.     Here  \\v  vcre  treat- 


4SA    '  mTjoMMtt  n»  nmmt-MmtHmtm^ 


ooncludiody  were  sheiw  ^  itgt  of -liMi»h>iMingji|  miMi 
cvepr  tiMOg  belofigiae  to  tfie  liwlilu>iop|  wnttiy  of  <mc 
notice.:  '►  -•         .  VI 

Theoedemtiadnistilnli^  foiHiihgaft  gborAe 

theRomao  Chathnlie  nfigioo.  mthaK  taASitm 
upon  the  peniiisiila  of  QU  a»lioNeirCflKftmii|  there 
ifci oomitKmljr  two  or  ihre^Mooka,*  who  tmtmjppottA 
in  theirmilitarjr  labours  bjrdio  Pre$idcnoy»wisto 
«qr,the  nriktsy  govtawntat  Hif  the  eoMMijpt  £very 
oncoftiMftfirttMet»^iRditt>l»oo«w>otcrf<iBdr;^^ 
of  conwniiig  ibe  •iudms;'iiHiai,*bdarfar  qmtr  SpoOf 
enter  imo  monngolMiit  to  ramiA  ki  AnenditeD 
yeiid;*afterwlii(£  he  ispcrfMf  (it  liberty to«h^a 
oot, m he chooies.  inhio ircfjngefailiKrv  iB'!wdl«siB 
his  fctirni,  if  th«t be hie^boice^  koA^iwmiei^mfai&fkt' 
iy  by  -the  Spmiah govfrnit at/ etodfaasneriihqr^^ 
ofbuoseifbothB  Bible  and  BnyorAiQk^'  N«  of 
these  missionaries  can  acquire  aiqr  properiyi  aotfaatdie 
idea  of  emkhiBg  tbemaekes  leaa  never  dntit  didr 
thoughts  from  their  rehgtous  aitooaimis:  eraytidDS 
they  Gansiire»or  gain»  gocs^iUto  Um^  diestof.As  esta- 
bliahsKiit;  they  cone<|piii^^ 
try  as  poor  a$  dbry  left  it«  *' : 

The  number  of  ecclesiastics  brought  every  j^earfrom 
£urope  to  Veaa  Crus-amounta  to  about  tlimi  haadrtd. 
£ach  has  an attoniUMeof  iburrhuadm)  j^astros sano* 
ally,  which  is  devotee)  to  the  support  of  mmfctf  flfedof 
the coo^munity towhich he bdmgs.  T!bi» seaiis sot 
paid  in  money:  the  amouaft  b.  suppfied  i  in  objects  of 
necesstty  or  utility,  such  as.  asanufiictueed^msfiv 
ObtbiBB,  hottsehoU  utensils,  and  the  like.  Tkf  tfc 
sent  them  by  the  Franciscan  College  *tn  Mniioo,<» 
whichallthe  Missions  ift  New  GaQGorma am depeti- 
dent,  and  they  are  shmped  on  bond  govempeai'sessris 
atdiehaMMnirofStBlaise,  on  theBQitii.westQoa9tof 
Mexico.    Among  the  pffaiolpaLjQl^!0t:ts  are  Uoefl  ^ 


t  « 


*  Those  ^staUiished  ia  New  Ciaibriiia  tn  all  df  theFhncipcan! 
order. 
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ivpoDen  tilodi,  wine,  brandy,  sugar,  chocolate,  and  co- 
coa, tfontoois,  wax  tapersfbr the  churches,  Idtchen  u- 
tftififlffi  and  imtdcftients  for  husbandry* 

In  ihe  province  of  New  CalUbmia,  which  extends 
fiom  St.  Trancisco,  in  latitude  37^  55'  nord^  to  St. 
Di^o,-  inlatifttde  99^  39^,  there  are  at  present  nineteen 
mianons,  each  of  which  cointaihs  front  ax  hundred  to  a 
thomand  converts*  For  tUc^  protection  of  them  there 
are,  if  I  mistake  not,  six  presidencies,  but  they  do  not 
altqgedier  contain  more  tluoi  three  hundred  cavafry. 

"Iiie  Mission  of  Santa  Cteia,  which  lies  between  St. 
Francisco  and  Monterey,  is,  wkh  itgard  to  its  fine  situ- 
ation, the  fertility  of  mt  so9,  the  population,  and  the 
extent  oFte  bnil£n||s  and  grounds  bdong^ng  to  it, 
one  of  the  largest  and  richeslf.  All  these  nussiorts  have' 
a  great  number  of  cattle  and  abundance  of  oAer  pro- 
docdona  necessaiy  to  the  support  of  man,  ana  the 
mooks  conduct  themsdves  in  general  with  so  much' 
prudence,  kindness,  and  paternal  care,  towards  their 
converts,  diat  peace,  happmess,  and[  obedience  univer- 
51^  nitvaiil  among  them.  Disobedience  is  commonly 
punisoed  with  coipord  correction,  and  they  have  only 
reconrae  to  die  ifculitaiy  upon  Very  extraordinary  occa- 
^ona;  as  fer  instance,  wnm  they  go  out  in  search  of 
convms,  or  have  any  reason  to  apprehend  a  sudden  at- 
tack. 

The  number  of  aoUierft  is  so  sniaH  dmt  the  use  of 
whidi  diey  can  be  aeems  scarcely-  answerable  to  the 
cost  ci  maintairang  an  establishmmf  for  dienu  In  the 
premdency  of  St.  Francisco  there  aire  no  more  than 
forty,  ^oo  have  three  missions  under  their  protection ; 
those  of  Sama  Clara,  St  Jo§eph,  atid  oiie  named  after 
the  Presidency,  St  Francisco:  There  are  seldom  more 
(ban  from  three  to  five  sokliers  at  a  time  at  any  mission, 
but  this  small  number  has  hitherto  been  always  found 
sufficient  to  keep  the  Indiana  under  j^roper  restraint  I, 
was  assured,  by  a  persion  well  deserving  credit,  that  the 
Spanish  govemmenl  doesndt  ctpend  less  than  a  million 
of  piastres  annually  upon  thri  support  of  the  missions  in 
t6e  two  Califomias,  Mtfa  the'milttary  estabibhments  an* 

:iif>' 
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nexed  to  them,  withottt  deriviog  any  odxsr  advantage 
from  them  than  the  spreading  the  ChrisUanieU^QDOver 
countries  where  it  was  before  unknown. 

Every  monk  has  several  horses  for  his  use,  and  when 
he  goes  out  to  make  his  excursions  in  search  of  coo- 
verts,  n  accompanied  by  one  or  more  soldiers.  Oii 
these  occasions  the  whole  par^  commonly  throw  over 
their  breast  and  shoulders  a  sort  of  short  leathern  mantle 
made  of  deer-skin.  This  is  intended  as  a  defence  a- 
gainst  the  arrows  of  the  Indians,  which  cannot  pierce 
Sirough  the  leather.  At  other  times  this  mantle  is  em- 
ployed as  an  object  of  parade,  and  is  worn  by  the  sol- 
diers on  days  of  ceremony  at  the  presidency  or  the  mis- 
siun.  By  a  royal  command,  the  ecclesiastics  must  not 
go  to  any  distance  frpm  the  mission  without  this  mantle ; 
as  they  must  not  carry  about  them  any  other  weapons 
than  the  Bible  and  the  cross,  such  a  protection  is  very 
necessary.  During  breakfast  we  were  entertained  with 
the  information  above  detailed,  after  which  we  were 
carried  round  to  see  every  thing  worthy  of  observation. 

Behind  die  dwelling-house  of  the  monks  is  a  large 
court  surrounded  with  houses.  Here  live  the  h4\f^^ 
of  the  mission,  who  are  employed  under  the  immediate 
inspection  of  the  monks  in  a  variety  of  useful  occupa- 
tions, as  cleaning  and  combing  wool,  spinnii^,  weav- 
ing,  &c.  &c.  Their  principal  business  consists  io 
manufacturing  a  sort  of  wocdlen  cloth  for  their  own 
clothing.  The  wool  of  the  sheep  here  4s  very  fine  and 
extremely  good,  but  the  implements  and  looms  ap- 
peared of  a  very  moderate  kind;  and  as  .the  ecclesias- 
tics are  the  sole  instructor^  of  these  people,  who  them- 
selves know  very  little  about  the  matter,  scarcely  even 
understfandin^  the  fulling,  the. doth  made  is  of  a  verf 
ordinary  .quahty.  * 

All  .the  girls  and  widows  ard  in  separate  houses,  and 
Iffe  kept  to  work  under  lock  and  key ';  they  are  onl) 
abroetimes  permitted,  by  tlieir  superiq|fs/to  go  out  m 
the  day,  but  never  ^t  n4gh^  As  soon,  however,  as  a 
girl  is  married  she  is  free,  ^nd  lives  with  her  husbanu 
in  one  of  the  Villages  of  Indians  belupging  to  the  do»s- 
3ion.    These  latter  aire  called  Las  Bancherias.   Bj 
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^ch  institutions  the  ecclesiastics  hope  to  bind  their  con* 
verts  more  closely  to  the  establishment,  and  sjMread  their 
tdigion  more  securely  and  extensively.  About  9  hun« 
drea  paces  from  the  buildings,  properly  called  the  Mis- 
son,  lies  one  of  these  viOa^,  or  barracks  for  the  lD« 
dians,  which  consists  >  of  eight  long  rows  -  of  houses, 
where  each  family  lives  entirely  apart  from  the  rest.  • 
The  number  of  converted  Indians  at  this  mission  is  a^ 
2>out  twelve  hundred. 

Their  principal  food  is  a  thick  soup  made  with  meat, 
vegetables,  and  pulse.  This  is  portioned  out  three 
times  in  the  day,  morning,  noon,  and  evening,  in  the 

Quantity  of  about  a  German  measure  to  each  person.^ 
Lt  the  hour  of  eating,  every  frimily  goes  with  a  vessel 
of  some  kind  to  the  kitchen,  when  as  many  measures 
are  served  to  each  person  as  there  are  persons  belonging 
to  it.  I  was  present  at  the  time  of  delivering  out  the 
soup,  and  it  appeared  to  me  incomprehensible  how  any 
one  could  three  times  a  day  eat  so  large  a  portion  ca 
such  nourishing  food*  According  to  what  we  were  in- 
formed by  our  cicerone,  between  forty  and  fifty  oxen 
are  killed  every  week  for  the  community,  besides 
which,  meal,  bread,  maize,  pesise,  beaiis,  and  other 
kinds  of  pulse,  are  distributed  without  any  stated  aU 

lowanccf 

After  satisfying  our  curiosity  at  the  Indian  village, 

we  saw  several  other  useful  institutions  for  promoting 

tbe  industty  and  economy  of  the  setdement.    Among 

tbem  was  a  building  for  melting  tallow,  another  for 

making  soap,  workshq>s  for  lock-smiths,  and  all  kinds 

of  smiui's  work  ;  for  cabinet  makers  and  carpenters ; 

magazines  for  storing  up  tallow,  sbap,  butter,  salt,  woo! 

and  ox  hides,  all  of  which  are  aftides  of  exportation  ; 

with  store  chambers  tor  com,  pease,  beans,  and  other 

kinds  of  pulse.    When  one  thinks  that  in  this  way  tw6 

or  three  monks  take  upon  Aemselves  a  sort  of  voluntary 

« 

^  A^vtthr^e  Etigliah  ptots.  • 
t  On  tccount  of  tbe  scarcity  of  fish  here,  or  the  want  of  prO' 
per  jptteaoa  for  catching  thmiy  these  .missionaries  have  a  parti- 
cular dispensation  from  the  Pope  for  eatipg  meat  on  fe^st  da?^. 


% 

exSefrom  tbdr  oopotiy <  only  to  qjmd  tiwi Chifltiaii 
religion,  and  to  civilize  a  wild  and  mcukivalBd  ncc  of 
men,  to  tead^tfaem  husbandry  and  varioua  uaefid  arts, 
cherishing  and  instructbg  them  asif  they  were  ibdr  own 
children,  providing  them  dweUingia^  food  and  dotfah^ 
with  every  tlUng  necessary  for  their  aiibsiatenoe,  and 
maintainii^  the  tttqiost  order  and  r^laiity  d  con* 
duct ;  whm  all  tlieae  things,  I  say,  are  conndered,  one 
cannot  sufficiently  admire  the  scad  and  activky  which 
carries  them  through  so  arduous  a  task,  or  forbear  wish- 
ing the  most  complete  success  to  thdr  undertaking. 

At  dbner  we  were  re^ed  with  an  excellent  soup  of 
pulse  and  vegetables,  widi  roasted  fowls,  a  leg  of  mut- 
ton, different  vegetables  dressed  in  various  ways,  salad, 
pastry,  preserveo  fruits,  and  many  very  nice  sorts  of 
food,  die  produce  of  the  daily.  All  these  were  dungs 
to  which  our  palates  had  been  so  long  strangers  that  we 
were  not  a  little  ^[ratiiied  with  thenu  The  wine,  whicli 
was  the  production  of  the  country,  was  but  d  an  ordi- 
nary  quality.  Soon  after  dmner  we  werq  served  with 
tea,  which  was  about  upon  a  par  with  the  wine,  but  that 
was  succeeded  by  sui)er-excdlent  diocolate. 

These  importapt  matter  concluded,  we  were  con- 
ducted  to  the  kitchen  garden,  which  did  not  mswcr  my 
expeaations.  There  was  nothing  in  it  but  some  sorts 
of  puls^  and  culinary  vegetables,  with  a  few  stunted 
fruit  trees,  which  scarcely  bore  any  fruit,  and  most  of 
the  beds  were  oveif[rpwn  with  weeds.  The  north-  west 
winds,  which  prevail  so  much  on  this  coast,  and  the 
dry  sandy  nature  of  the  soil,  are  insurmountable  obsta^- 
cles  to  horticulture.  The  only  things  that  grow  well 
in  the  gardens  are  asparagus,  cabbage,  several  sorts  of 
^alad,  onions,  and  potatoes.  '  In  some  fields,  tderably 
sheltered  from  the  wind,  pease,  beans,  Turkish  com, 
and  other  pulse  are  cultivated,  and  thrive  pretty  well. 
Corn  is  here  less  productive  than  in  some'  other  parts  of 
New  California ;  notwithstanding  this,  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment thought  it  expedient  to  establish  a  mission  in 
the  neighbourtiood  of  so  excellent  a  harbour  as  tliat  oi 
St.  Francisco,  with  a  presidency  .for  its  protixuon :  it 
\%  certainly  Justified,  since  botl)  establishments  are  in  ;? 
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flourialut^  oonfi^n,  prinp^Mlly  from  thk  greatnumber' 
of  catik  A^  are  cii^bled  to  bix^ 

In  ofd^  to  l^ve  a  moit  accurate  idea. of  the  degtiec 
of  fertyitf  experienoed  in  this  toUy  I  wiU  mention  the 
comparinve  qnatities  of  seed  aown^  and  com  produc- 
ed for  four  succMsjve  years,  as  rdated  to  me  by  Father 
Martin; 
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Aldxmj^  we  acquired  but  a  tlight  knpwkdge  c^  the 
Indians  of  this  mission  at  xmr  first  visit,  yet  I  will  here 
l^ow  tc^^ether  all  that  I  learnt  concerning  them,  and 
all  the  oluervations  I  made  upon  fhem  during  the  whole 
of  our  stay« 

The  Neophytes  of  St.  Francisco  are  the  original  in* 
habitants  of  these  and  the  neighbouring  parts.  A  few 
of  them  come  from  the  mouth  of  a  large  siver  which 
flows  into  the  northernmost  part  of  the  h«ui>our,  and  some 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Port  Bodega,  a  harbour  ly- 
ing to  the  north  of  St.  Francisco.  All  these  people^ 
vmo  inhabit  the  coasts  cf  New  California^  are  divided 
into  a  number  of  tribes,  under  thtt  names  of  EsterOi 
Tuiban,  and  Tabin.  Some  other  tribes,  which  lie 
more  inland,  to  the  east  of  these,and  who  lived  former. 
ly  in  constant  ennuty  with  them,  were  described  to  .me 
by  tlie  names  of  Tscholban  and  Tamkan. 

The  former  are  a  sort  of  Noipadcs,  having  no  settled 
habitations.  They  feed  in  part  upon  fish,  sea-dogs, 
shell-fish,  and  other  sea  productions,  pardy  also  on  the 
produce  of  their  hunting  parties^  and  upon  seeds,  roots*, 
and  berries ;  the  latter  they  consider  as  the  greatest  dain- 
ties. Their  habitations  are  small  round  huts  of  straw 
in  the  form  of  a  cpne^  which  are  erected  when  they 
come  to  any  place,  and  when  they  remove  are  burnt ; 
they  are  also  burnt  when  any  perscHi  dies  in  one.  Botl\ 
sexes  go  Dearly  naked,  excepting  a  sort  of  wrapper 
round  the  waist,  only  in  the  coldest  part  of  the  winter 
they  throw  over  their  bodies  a  covering  of  dear  skin,  or 
the  skin  of  the  sea-otter.  They  also  make  themselves* 
garments  of  the  feathers  of  many  difierent  kinds  of  wa- 
ter-fowl, particularly  ducks  and  geese,  bound  together 
iast  in  a  sort  of  ropes,  which  ro^s  are  then  united  (|uitQ 
close  so  as  to  make  something  like  a  feather  skin.  It 
is  the  same  on  both  sides,  and  so  warm  that  it  would  be 
an  excellent  winter  garment  f6r  a  much  colder  climate^ 
In  the  same  manner  they  cut  the  sea-otter  skins  into 
small  strips,  which  they  twist  togetlier,  and  then  join 
them  as  they  do  the  feathers,  so  that  both  sides  have  the 
fur  alike.  They  are  principally  worn  by  the  women,. 
very  rarely  by  the  nien. 
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These  InAans  are  of  a  middlings  or  rather  of  a  bv 
stature,  and  of  a  dark  brown  cdbor  approac^g  to 
black.  They  owe  this  complexkni  very  much  to  ttdr 
dirty  habits,  to  the  power  of  the  sun's  rays,  to  dieir  cus* 
torn  of  smearing  their  bodies  over  with  earth  and  coal* 
dust,  and  th^ittie  covering  thev  wear.  Thqr  have 
large  projecting  lies,  and  broad  flat  n^o-like  noses ; 
indeed,  many  of  tneir  features,  as  well  as  their  phystog* 
.  nomy,  and  almost  their  colour,  bear  a  strong  itsem* 
blance  to  the  negroes.  Their  hair  is,  however,  extreme- 
ly  diflbent,  being  long  and  strait ;  if  left  to  grow,  it  \iriQ 
hang  down  even  to  the  hips,  but  they  commonly  cot  it 
to  die  length  of  four  or  five  inches,  sticking  it  out  like 
bristles;  which  has  a  very  disa^ieeaUe  appearance  in  the 
eyes  of  an  European.  The  hw  grows  very  br  down 
towards  the  eyes,  so  ^that  the  forehead  b  extremely  low ; 
the  eyebrows  are*  small  and  die  beards  dun;  vmj 
shave  them  close  with  musde^shells.  None  of  the  sieo 
that  we  saw  were^bove  five  feet  high ;  tbqr  ^^^^x^  ^* 
proportioned,  atid  had  such  a  dull  mavy  nc^i^t  ap* 
pearance,  that  wc  all  agreed  we  had  never  seen  a  lea 
pleasing  specimen  of  the  human  race. 

Their  weapons  consist  of  bows  and  arrows,  and  as 
these  contribute  essentiaUy  towards  procuring  them  a 
great  part  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  masing  them  seems 
a  principal  object  of  their  talents  and  industry.  The 
bow  has  a  pleasing  form ;  it  b  of  wood  finom  three  feet 
to  four  feet  and  a  hdf  lone;,  neady  wrought,  and  drawH 
together  veiy  ingeniously  with  the  tendons  of  deer. 
Thb  keeps  the  w(xn1  tied  very  fast,  and  gives  it  so  great 
an  elasticity,  that  very  litde  power  and  dteterity  is  rt« 
quisite  to  draw  the  arrow.  The  btter,  as  well  as  the 
bows,  are  neatly  worked,  and  are  pointed  with  vitrified 
lava,  or  obsidiaO,  which  b  let  into  the  shaft,  and  bound 
fast  with  tendons.  The  Spaniards  had,  in  the  times 
when  they  first  invaded  the  country,  great  reason  to  de- 

Erecate  the  address  Qf  the  In£ans  in  diooting  with  the 
ow  and  arrow. 

Amon^  their  household  utensils,  I  observed  basket 
made  of  tne  bark  erf"  trees,  veiy  ingeniously  'woven  to- 
gether, and  so  firm  and  water-tight,  that  they  noaW 
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hdd  any  kind  of  Eiquid,  without  its  oozing  out  in  the 
smaHest  degree.  They  even  besides,  make  use  of  them 
as  roasters,  putting  into  them  com  or  pulse,  and  draw* 
ingtiiem  quick  backwards  and  forwards  over  a  slowchar. 
cod  fire,  so  that  every  gndn,  like  our  cofifee,  gets  tho- 
roughly browned,  without  the  basket  being  the  least  in- 
jured. 'Many  of  these  badcets,  or  vessels,  are  ornamented 
with  the  scarlet  feathers  of  die  onolus  phceniceus^  or  with 
ttie  black  crest  feathers  of  the  crested  Californbn  par- 
^idge,  tetraonis  cristati^  or  with  shells  and  beads. 

However  duU  and  heavy,  however  ugly  and  dirty 
tBiese  people  appear,  yet  th^  have  a  great  fondness  for 
marts  and  ornaments.  Tne  latter  are  made  chiefly  of 
shdis  and  feathers.  Among  the  shells  principally  used 
is  a  sort  of  sea-ear,  probably  the  haSoHs  gigantea^  which 
abounds  on  these  coasts,  particularly  in  the  nei^dx)ur. 
hood  of  Monterey,  and  which,  in  the  brilliancy  of  its 
colours,  is  scarcely  inferior  tb  the  haUotis  iris  of  New 
Zealand*  Of  another  sort  of  shell,  which  I  never  saw 
entire,  they  make  small  rings,  which  are  kept  with  asto- 
nishing accuracy  to  the  same  «ze,  and  bore  them 
through  the  middle  widiout  the  assistance  cf  any  kind 
of  iron  instrument.  These  rings  are  strung  together  to 
make  necklaces,  and  have  very  much  the  appearance  of 
ourglass-beads. 

Tm  finest  mnament  for  the  head  consists  of  the  two 
middle  tail-feathers  of  the  golden- winged  wood-pecker, 
picus  auratuSf  die  Shafts  of  which  are  by  nature  of  a  ve- 
ry bright  vcrmifion  colour.  Thty  are  stripped  within  * 
about  an  inch  of  the  end,  and  then  laid  r^;ularly  one 
over  the  other,  and  bound  &st  together,  so  as  to  form 
a  sort  ci  bandedu  for  the  head,  which  produces  a  very 
goodeflfect.  Among  other  curiosides  which  I  procur- 
ed from  these  people  in  exchange  for  glass-beads,  rib-, 
bands,  kniytej  and  odier  European  objects,  was  one  of 
these  bandeaus,  which  consisted  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty  feathers,  consequently  two  hdndred  and  twenty-five 
birds  were  required  to  n^ake  it«  I  could  not  imagine 
or  learn  how  these  people  could  have  procured  so  large 
a  number,  since  it  is  a  bird  which  inhabits  only  very 
woody  parts,  and  thei:<&  i»  very  little  wood  indeed  in  the 
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neighbourhood  of  Sl  Fran^iacoi  Anodier  liead«d«es8| 
which  is  usually  woro  by  these  Indians  at  their  dances, 
ismadeof  the  fbitherscH  a  Tulture  very  Gommoa  in 
these  pacts,  the  vultus  aurea.  .  The  tail,  and  nviog-fei- 
thers  are  woven  together  ia  a  manner  that  very  much 
fesembles  a  Turkish  turban. 

Tattooing  is  ^Iso  used,  but  prindpally  among  the 
women.  Some  have  only  a  double  or  triple  line  from 
each  comer  of  the  mouth  down  to  die  cdiin ;  otbon 
have  besides  a  cross  stripe  extending  from  one  of  these 
atripes  to  the  other  ;  and  most  have  simple  long  9si 
cross  stripes  from  the  dun  over  the  neck  down  to  the 
breast,  and  upon  the  shoulders. 

Among  all  their  amusements  Uiere  is  mxie  in  which 
they  take  so  much  delight  as  thdr  dances,  but  of  these 
I  shall  speak  more  particularly  hereafier.  Another  of 
Uieir  pastunes,  wludi  they  callltti^,  consists  iaa  num- 
ber of  diem  sitting  together  ina  cirde,  oDeof>4ioinhs 
a  little  stick  in  his  hand.  This  he  convqrs  secretly 
from  one  hand  to  the  other  widi  a  variety  of  gestures, 
singing  all  die  time«  When  be  thinks  hie  has.  twirled 
and  twisted  it  about  so  that  his  oompanioos  cannot 
know  which  hand  it  is  in,  or  whether  itisbi  eidier,asbe 
perhaps  conceals  it  somewhere  ebe  ^xmt  him,  be  tuns 
suddenly  to  one  of  the  comparer  with  both  his  fists 
doubled,  and  looking  at  him  stedfasdy^  utters  a  loud 
ha  !  This  man  is  then  to  guess  where  tbestick  is.  If 
he  guess  right^  he  b  to  take  it  and  play  with  it  m  like 
manner  ;  if  he  do  not  guess,  a  loud  lau^  is  ndscd  a* 
gainst  him  by  the  whole  company. 

When  it  is  observed  that  two  or  throe  monks,  vA 
four  or  five  soldiers,  keep  in  order  a  oommunity  of  > 
thousand  or  fifteen  hunmed  rou^  uncivilised  mo^ 
making  them  lead  a  wholly  different  coarse  of  life  from 
|hat  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed,  without  any 
spirit  of  mutiny  or  insurrection  spearing  among  tbeiQf 
it  must  be  supposed  that  tilie  cause  is  tol)e  found  prin* 
cipally  in  the  mildness  and  forbearance  with  which  ther 
are  treated,  in  the  paternal  care  and  kindness  extended 
towards  them.  I  must,  hovvever,  also  attribute  it  in  a 
great  degree  to  the  extreme  simplicity  of  these  poor 


tfRMUiWi  who  ia  stature  no  less  Aan  }n  ndnd  are  cer^* 
laiidy  of  a  very  inferior  race  of  human  bebgs.  I  believe 
tibem  whdly  incapable  of  fiiraiing  among,  theniselves 
anjr  i^ular  and  comtnned  pto  ftr  thek  own  emancipa- 
tion. 

Ahhough  it  mutt  be  generally  afiowed  as  an  incon« 
tnyvartiMe  facti  that  a  moderate  climate  is  the  most  fa- 
%tmmlbiiQ  to  ^  human  spedes,  and  that  the  mild  regions 
erf' the  globe  ale  those  ivhich  nature  has  pointed  out  as 
tiie  most  preferaUefor  tiiem  to  inhabit,  yet  here  we  find 
a  very  stryking  exoeption  to  the  general  rule.  On  this 
western  coastof  North  America,  m  the  thirty-eighth  de« 
gree  of  latitude^  where  the  original  inhabitants  live  in  a 
^eiy  iidid  and  benignant  climate,  where  they  have  no 
want  of  food,  and  Uitie  <^re  about  habitations  or  clothe 
kigy  where  wiliiotlt  any  irksome  degree  of  toil  they  can 
procure  ieal)»  ish,  and  vegetable',  of  various  kinds  iti 
great  abundSrnee,  Aese  people  atx?,  notwithstanding,, 
snudl)  ugly,  and  ill-propc^oned  in  their  persons,  heavy 
and  duU  in  their  minds.  On  tiie  contrary,  several  o- 
ther  tribes  u^nf  the  ^me  coast,  as  for  Example,  tiie 
KaltiscAfians^  in  the  fifty ^ghth  and  lifty  ninth  degrees  of 
latltode,  are  strong,  well  tnadc,  and  handsome,  possess- 
ing  so  much  acuteness  of '  mind,  that  by  their  address 
Aey  have  often  foiled  both  the  English  and  the  Russians. 
I  fieety  acknowledge  that  the  phenomenon  of  these 
p^pfRies  In  s(>  mRd  a  climate,  where  they  have  such  plen* 
ty  of  food,  is  to  me  wholly  inexplicable. 

Bdt'I  retimi  to  the  ecclesiastics  of  the  mission.  They 
mre  properly  only  the  stewards  who  are  to  provide  for 
the  mainteiiaftfce  afld  instruction  of  these  neophytes. 
The  works  in  whieh  the  latter  are  prmctpally  employed 
art'  husbandry,  tending  the  cattle,  and  shearing  the 
sheep,  or  In  mechanical  trades,  as  building,  preparing 
taRpw  aiid  scinp,  or  making  household  utensils ;  also 
in  the  transport  of  ffr6vbi6ns,  and  other  objects- of  ne- 
fiessity,  from .  one  mission  or '  presidency  to  another. 
Tlie  most  laborious  employment,  which  is  grirtdino:  the 
c^wrn^  is  left  almost  entirely  to  the  women.  It  is  rubbed 
Ijetween  two  quadrantrular  oblong  stones  till  ground  to 
XiicsA  ;  the  bread  made  of  it  is  very  white,  but  hard  and 
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view  tp  lessenio^  the  hbomr^.kft-iifcwii  wiMihriPi  hwt 
it  was  no  longer  |oexiat«»Qe,  nor  lm#  «|r.iiBebMradk 
of  it  as  a  modd  from  wluch  to^aiiiRufiMStuia^igiliM 
When  we  consider  tbat  diae  is  no  couMif  in  ^  wodd 
where  wmdmiUs  are  moce  numcmis  ^aui  ift\8pttii,  it 
seems  inconiprebenHhle  why  these  vcty  iMfidflMUaB 
have  never  been  uHroduoed  here*  4  lewttt  faflnrewr, 
that  in  prefiaTin|g  die  veiy  indifiorent  aaoal  pradoecdfaf 
the  mode  of  grinding  above  inBHiinBwdf  4tte«§Bodi^ 
thers  are  actuated  by  potideal  nKitive&  Aswiif hive 
taore  loen  and  women  under  their  ican  dhao  tfw  CQ^ 
keep  constandy  employed  the  whole  year,  if  labour 
were  too  mudi  facilitated»  dMgr  am  araid  off  inking 
them  idle  by  the  introduction  of  mUB» 

The  cattie»  horses,  md  ahmpi  do  mitieniiraa^r  pv* 
ticukr  care  and  attentkHK  Toe  hcnis  aie IfiftMtmte 
open  field  the  whole  year  dvou^  and  oidy.aiaB&aeol 
number  are  k^  in  die  nei^^hbouilMNid  of  ^tbe-cttbUi* 
ment  to  serve  wear  ioEUMdiaie  wsnto.  Wfas^tum^ 
of  cattle  is  wanted,  some  of  dk  coMWts.and  sown 
are  sent  out  iirto  the  fidds  oo  harai>4iaBkf  jai  inih 
dings,  which  thoy  throw  very  deKtaEOU8l^^.tbqioildi 
by  the  hofns  the  number  requwed* 

The  immense  herds  of  cirtde  nowto^aeen  intbese 
parui  qprmg  fix^m iive head  wluch^  were  farotghlhillNr 
by  the  mission  in  the  year  1779*  TheGovcnHrof 
Sionterey,  with  whmm  we  became  ap^wnted  dodng 
our  ^y,  assured  .me  that  )b&  number  had  been  sDgeeat 
during  the  latter  years  in  the  nuswps  off  St  Fnoci80l^ 
Santa  Clara,  and  Santa  Cn»>  thatsoma^moodtt  bcfiit 
hefaadbeen  und^  theneoessky^if scodiq^omaptfty 
<^sokliers,  who  had  killed  no  less  fjbHitwe«^.thoQiflMl| 
as  he  began  to  be  afraid  that  fiwi  the  iipiMMe  ia* 
crease  ot  them,  there  najght  in  a  abort  (imc  hsvf  beoi* 
want/>f  sufficient  pasture  for  their  support 

AU  the  husbandry  work  is  perfi%oiedl  by  oxen.  The 
horses  are  kept  for  the  military  sqryioe  Md  for  the  use 
of  th^  ecclesiastics,  or  for  the  transport  of  provisions 
and  other  objects  from  one  mission  to  another,  la  the 
latter  service  some  mules  ^  als«  employed.   TIk: 
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QMElitBd'WHBMM^m  of  a  vonr  I'tilFiwrv  nike  i  htm 
a»iD  SpMAMd  Pasmgid,  block* wheeb  are  used,  which 

NfMbv  die  goyoBment  nor  the  monks  hyve  my 
odxr  vkw  thn  ihal  of  wteadiBg  the  Cfa^  i!cUgioii, 
and  k  miadil  coumieDtlv  besuDOosed  that  the  fndwTi^. 
to  whoK  mainieiiMiQe  aiid  uistnidkin  all  their  cares  are 
devoted,  muit  be  much  hi^pier  in  their  poeaent  state  of 
oompawtive  cwrifaatwo  than  they  were  before;  then* 
iher,  siaoe-diey  aae  pcraMttrd  to  rttain  theirfoimdr  ha- 
bits and  enstoins,  aafiv  aa  th^  are  not  ii 
tfaeirnew  rdifficxu  In  dieir  duices,  their  ami 
their  sports,  meir  oraaae^s,  thqr  are  fieety  indulged. 
Thejr  have  a  little  property  of  their  own  in  fowls  and 
pigeons,  and  are  sakkim  refused  when  thqr  ask  permis* 
wm  togo  hunting  or  fishing.  On  the  whole tney  are 
mueb  mose  free  oom  cares  than  in  their  natural  state. 
Notwithstanding  aU  this,  an  irreastihle  desire  of  fice- 
dom  sometimes  bmdEs  out  in  individuab.  This  may, 
probabb|r  be  refierred  to  the  national  character.  Their 
attachment  to  a  wandering  life,  thek  love  of  ^temate 
cxarciK  in  fishing  and  hundng,  and  entire  indolence, 
seam  in  their  eyes  to  overbabince  all  the  advantage^ 
they  enjoy  at  the  misaon,  which  to  us  af^pear  very 
gKat :  the  consequence  is,  that  every  now  ai^  then 
ntasmpte  at  escqie  are  made.  On  such  occaskms,  no 
sooner  isany  one  missed  than  aearch  la  intimediately 
made  after  him ;  and  as  it  is  always  known  to  what 
tribe  the  fiigkivc  belongs,  and  on  account  of  tbft  enmi<» 
\y  which  subsists  aa»oi^  the  difibrent  tribes,  be  can 
never  trice  mfuge  in  any  other  (a  circumstance  which 
perhaps  he  scaroely  thought  of  beforehand,)  it  is  scarce- 
ly-poasible  for  him  to  evade  the  rcBearches  of  those 
whoaaesentinpurmit  of  him.  He  b  almost  always 
braogbt  back  again  to  the  missimi,  where  he  is  basti* 
nadoed,  and  an  iron  rod  of  a  foot  or  a  foot  and  a  hidf  ^ 
kmg,  and  an  inch  in  diameter,  is  fastened  to  one  of  his« 
feet  :•  which  has  the  double  use  of  prevoiting  him 
from  repeatif^  the  attempt,  and  of  frightening  others 
from  imitating  bim. 
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After  we hadbeffi  shetotdtovto  llieii^aBi(^ 
made  an  acquaintance  widi  die  codeaibsdos  and  the  io- 
habitants,  we  returned  towards  evening  to  the  presi^ 
dency,  deeply  impreaacd  wtdi  gratitude  for  die  kM 
inception  vavi  po^te  9ttenti(X!i$  we  had  rboeivedL 
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received  fy  ihe  Spamards^^-^rticles  of  Trade.-^ 
Anemer  of  At  Qmemor. — Further  Traneaeiione.— 
^ArrmUqfthe  Gooermr  ai  Si.  J^hmeisco. — Attempt 
0i  eekJUidm^  a  eommerdd  Intercouree  betweeii 
Mue^a  and  New  Cs&fbrma. — Amusemenis^ — Hwtim 
pig. — SoeieiiesB — Dmees. — JS^  Barrego.-^Butt 
md  Cock  Fights.-^JVew  Flan  ^  Trade.^My  atm 
Ofmmt^en  this  Subf  ecu 


THE  Sftanish  GofcnuaoiC  is  well  known 
'ifrenety  wpioiow,  and^  iptapcAj  speaking,  c 
low  the  voneb  of  ollKr  nations  to  nin  iittoi 
pertain  cither  North  or  Sooth  America.  Ij 
4  ibftign  ahqp  be  obliged  to  put  in  from  wai 
wood,  or  other  necesaariea,  or  from  damage 
a  aaoraiy  immediately  on  its  anrival  a  guard 
boavdf  die  afaip  is  examined,  and  if  the  cir 
So  not  mpear  preaain^y  the  assistance  asked  is  some- 
limes  reniaed.  All  kinds  of  trade  or  barter  for  tbbgs 
which  have  not  passed  thioogh  the  Spanish  Custom- 
boose  is  titricdy  fin'bidden,  under  paia  of  confiscation  of 
Ae  gooda ;  tc^cco,  in  particolar,  which  is  considered 
SB  erown  property ,  b  obhged  to  pay  a  very  heavy  duty. 
The  Amoican  diipsare  guarded  very  strictly,  and  the 
freedom  of  all  the  sailors  who  are  not  native  Spaniards  is 
so  extremdy  restrained,  that  none  can  come  on  shore 
witfaoui  particular  permiasioo.  Even  the  English,  in 
Vancottvcr's  most  anucable  expedition,  were  equally 
leatrained,  and  we  should  mostldcely  have  experienced 
thesametreatmeothadwe  not  made  use  of  the  orders 
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^ven  by  the  SpmMi  Govefmnent  fehdfe  to  Ae  expe* 

lition  under  Captain  Kruaenstern. 

It  was  to  this  cvcumstanoe  alone  liuit  we  owed  our 

finendly  reception,  and  beii^  auffimd  to  lemaiii  wiA- 

out  any  examination.    At  lengthi  when  we  hoped  dot 

the  good- will  of  the  ecdesiasties, '"Father  Joseph  and 

Fatiier  Martin,  was  entirely  gamed,  we  wsitarea  ta4&- 

close  the  distresses  of  the  S^ement  at  Sitcha,  whidk 

was  the  real  occasion  of  our  visit,  and  to  proposeanez- 

change  of  many  objects,  we  had  brought  with  this  view, 

for  a  supply  of  com,  and  other  aitid^i^  the  first  neecs- 

aity  to  us.    But  however  wiffing  tiie  fiitfaers  were  to 

comply  with  our  wishes,  diey  were  afraid  of  featuring 

.  upon  any  Icind  of  traffic,  without  the  consent  eftbe  g(v 

vemment.    They  assured  us  diat  they  had  no  doubt 

of  obtaining  tills  consent,  and  expressed  much  sati^ 

ticm  in  the  prospect  (tf  being  able  by  this  means  to  sup* 

ply  themselves  with  many  £uropeui  artidesj^  of  wUch 

they  were  greatty  in  want.    They  had  heard  diat  dicie 

were  many  things  on  board  our  dfup  which  would  be  of 

Ae  utmost  use  to  them,  and  whUe  they  were  wai^ 

for  the  governor's  answer,  ihey  came  to  visit  us  and  our 

merchandise,  accompanied  by  Don  Louis  Argudla 

They  were  much  pleased  with  some  coarse  and  fine 

linen  clodis,  Russian  tickkig,  and  English  wooDeh 

cloth,  wlttch  we  shewed  them.    They  mqoired  very 

much  ^ket  iron  and  iron  wares,  particnfairly  tookfor 

mechanical  trades  andhnplements  for  hnsbmmy,  bouse* 

hold  utensils,  sl»ffs  for  shearmg  tiie  dieep,  axes,  brge 

saws  for  sawing  out  planks*,  and  iron  cowing  veasds. 

Copper  kitchen  utensils  tinned  they  did  riot  lHte«  Tbey 

also  inquired  for  casks,  botlks,  glasses,  (liaCeB,  fine 

^pocket  and  neck  handkercldefs,  and  leadier  of  dl  sortSi 

narticularlycalf-skins  and  leather  for  the  soles' of 'shoes. 

We  had  a  number  of  shoes  and  boots  ready  made,  and 

round  hats,  with  different  articles  of  d<Mfaing,  iiiuch 

were  very  acceptable  to  them. 

The  ladies  of  the  presidency  inquired  for  cotton  and 
musim,  shawls  of  three  ells  and  a  naif  long  and  an  dl 
broad,  as  well  as  for  fine  jdain  «id  vrorked  muslins, 
printed  cottons,  and  stfiped  ribbands.    In  the  hope  of 


MTTJMIi&VT  at  .8AlHT,Jta42ICliCd«        449 


_  jdk^MtMoif  and'good^wiH  of  our  vmtors, 
and  to  wefioK  tbem  wkh  aa  opinion  of^qur  disinterested- 
Don  Lqiiis  Asguelio  wasi  pieaentcd  with  an  £ng. 
fiwlkig^picQe,  mid  each  of  the  £ithc»  wuh  a  piece 
£ii|^iah  dcnh;  to  the  latter  was  also  pre- 
Ei  pieoe  of  gold  stuff  for  the  ordament  of  their 
obwch:  these  picsasta  seemed  to  give  very  great  sa- 


v<  r  : 


Qn^be  second  of  April,  Don  Louis  Arguellocame 
QO  board  in  his  foU-dressed  military  uniform,  to  pay  his 
ifsyscts  in  thonameof  ^  Grovemor  of  Monterey  to 
tba  Baran  Von  Resanoff,  to  oSst  him  all  possible  as* 
siaMmoei  and  to  request  some  official  documents  which 
would  satiify  him  that  we  were  really  what  we  gave 
opiadvas  out  lo  be  i  also  to  ask  what  was  become  of 
theie^trof  the  sh^M  belonging  to  the  expedition,  with 
tfadr  ^paamanders,  and  to  inquire  how  long  we  pro- 
poafd  sstaying  at  l^t  Franci^o. 

The  Chn^^erlain  on  this  shewed  several  letters  and 
ijK^fiBniendatipns  whinb  he  had  received  from  otb^r 
fomffsmH  his  setting  out  on  the.  expedition,  and  excus* 
ed  himself  thsit  he  laid  none  from  the  Spanish  courts 
^wiiichf  he  said,  hud  not  arrived  at  St.  Petersburgh  be- 
fbn.  hia.  departure*  He  had,  notwith^ndbg,  as  he 
s«d  he  could  assure  the  Governor^  been  received  in  the 
moat  hotpkable  and  friendly  .manner  in  some  other  of 
ihe  Spanish  possessions,  particularly  at  Teneriffe,  by  the 
Marqius  de  la  Ca»  CahigaK  D^n  Louis  expressed 
hinuelf  as^perfectly  satisfied  with  these  assurances  ;  and 
soon  sSkt  tienutted  to  the  Chamberlain  a  very  polite 
anawcr  in.  wridag  from  the  Governor  of  Monta:ey,  Don 
And^gPii  in  which  the  latter  promised  to  be  at  StI  Fran^ 
cispcMn  a.few  days,  to  expedite,  by  his  pcesenoe,  tlie  fur- 
nishing us  with  the  supplies  we  desired. 

The  news  of  our  amval,  and  of  the  purpose  for  whicJ^ 
we  were  come,  spread  in  the  meantime  throuf^h  the 
country.  Among  other  plfuces  it  reached  the  mission 
of  St.  Joseph^  an  estaUishment  to  the  south-east  of  St. 
Francisco,  first  fouudcd  about  eight  years  before.  Be« 
ine  esce^in^ly  in  want  of  many  articles  wliich  we 
wwer^onedto  have  for  sale, /gnjc  of  the  Mclesiastios 
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oFthe  institution,  Father  Pedro,  was  stot  i»a  depMyti 
negoctate  %vith  us.  He  made  us  friendly  eftrsof  tin 
services  of  himself  and  his  mission ;  and  irtim  he  bad 
been  shewn  by  the  Commissary  6f  the  Russ]<yAiiiefi* 
can  Company  many  articles  of  oar  merehanfisei  he  ea* 
tered  into  a  treaty  with  him,  by  wMch  it  was  apeed 
that  in  return  for  four  pieces  of  Etigfiah  bhie  cM)  tnd 
seven  pieces  of  linen,  he  was  to  send  us  a  hanind  and 
four  measures  of  the  best  wheat ;  Ae  bargain,  Kcmever) 
to  be  subjected  to  the  Governor's  conaent. 

The  deportment  of  this  monk  was  very  Aflfefiaitftm 
that  of  Father  Joseph  Uria.  He  was  ahmya  ^  and 
cheerful,  and  was  indeed  a  most  agreeable  coinpamn ; 
it  appeared  that  this  was  t^  no  means  the  firM  tiflMof 
his  being  engaged  in  trade.  As  we  expressei  a  wish 
of  havmg  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  tour,  widi  the 
proper  sacks  for  stowing  it  on  board  the  ship,  he  fiwkly 
told  us  that  he  had  not  the  means  of -fumiaiiiqg  aD  that 
we  required,  either  of  the  one  or  the  other;  yet  hccn- 
gaged  to  employ  the  Indians  of  Ma  mission  aa  much  as 
possible,  day  and  night,  to  grind  com  ftr  us,  and  hoped 
by  this  means  to  be  able  to  deliver  fiirty-twa  airobas* 
of  flour  per  week  in  proper  sacks.  If  lie  could  not  far- 
nish  all  the  latter  of  cloth,  Ae  remainder  riiottld  be  made 
of  horse,  cow,  or  ox-hides. 

On  the  seventh  we  were  informed  that  *e  Oflvenwr 
from  Monterey,  Don  Amalega,  widi  tfie  Comawmdant 
of  St.  Francisco, ,  Don  Argudlo,  and  senne  other  oi- 
cers»  were  expected  lliat  day  at  the  preaidency.  To- 
wards evening  dieir  arrival  vms  announced  t^  a  dis- 
charge of  cannon  frt>m  ^  fort.  On  tbh  oceasioo  we 
heard  not  only  the  guns  of  the  fort  widi  wlnek  we  wrc 
already  acquainted,  but  a  diachvge  from  behind  ahmher 
point  of  land  within  the  harbour,  wUch  was  at  the  a* 
trance  of  a  little  creek  to  the  soudi-east.  We  were  not 
a  little  surprised  at  this,  as  we  had  never  seen  anj  fort 
tiiere,  nor  had  an  idea  dttit  such  a  thing  exbted  ;  H^'a^ 
in  fact  not  visible  from  our  aiichoring-pbce,  (far  it  is  sd 
^ihuated  as  to  be  quite  concealed  by  me  prcjecdog  pomt 

;^  An  arroiNi  weight  about tmr«ity-fiva  pmuds. 


^  hmL  ^Aa  .omny^a  sfa^  attempting  to  run  into  thd 
Jtorbowy  dotini^^  itself  quite  safe  by  steering  out  of 
jMfcb  of  tbe  fort  at  the  courance,  might  be  very  much 
«iirarised  at  being  saluted  with  a  discbaige  of  artUler}' 
at  the  miHMnt  when  such  a  salutation  was  least  to  hie 
^XKected  On  the  contrary,  a  vessel  keeping  to  the 
Borthem  shore,  and  north-eastern'  part  of  tlus  spacious 
tNiy,  is'SMure  from  all  danger.^ 
.  Am  aooa  aa  we  were  informed  of  tlie  Governor's  ar- 
nvalf  Lieutenaftf,  Davidoff  was  sent  on  sliore  to  wel- 
^ome  the  party^  and  make  our  warmest  acknowledg- 
faealsibr  thefiriendiv  manner  in  which  we  had  bccu 
ciegeived*  On  the  K>UowiAg  mornings  when  we  ex- 
pectsd  QW  visit  to  be  returned,  came  an  ecclesiastic 
wilh  tbp  Govei^or^a  ^polo^ies ;  that  being  advanced  in 
age^  and  of  an  infirm  constitution,  he  hoped  he  should 
beescoaedoomingon  board  the  ship,  at  the  same  time 
requesting  the  Chamberlain^s  company,  with  that  of  all 
tlie  offioersi  to  dioa  with  him  at  tlie  presidency.  Tliis 
lUwitaiion  watf^ascepted,  and  we  were  introduced  to  a 
vttfy  polite  respectable  man,  who  had  come  a  distance 
of  no  ies$tfiao  twenty-five  German  miles  on  horseback, 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  slie^ving  respect  to  us,  of  fur- 
*tiiering  our  views,  and  of  making  our  stay  as  agreeable 
as  poslubk. 

The .  pripaipal  object  of  neg^iationr  between  the 
Chamberlaif)  W<m  Resanoff  and  the  Governor,  was  the 
auppljring  the  Russian  settlements,  with  provisions  and 
other  -  necessaries.-  The  Chamberlain  thought  that  afi 
iptercourse*  inight  be  estsiblislied  between  the  Russian 
settleinfitts  and  this  Spanish  proving,  which  would  be 
a  r^'oiproc^  basefit  to  diem,  and  that  it  .might  be  carried 
on  J>y  vessels  passing  from  the  one  to  the  other  at  stated 
periqda*    .The  Governor^  however,  did  not  consider 

*  WboeTcr  U  particularly  interested  upon  this  Btthject,  aad 
vishe^  to  have  a  clear  idea'of  the  harbour  of  St.  Francisco, 
must  consult  the  chart,  No.  33,  of  the  Atlas  to  La  Perouse'i 
voyage.  In  the  neiGfhbourhood,  and  north  of  the  island  of  los 
*Anite4f}s,  ai^dthe  Ponta  ile  >St.  Antonio,  ati  cnemy*s  ship.may  be 
perfectly  secure  a^aitisi  all  attacks  from  the  i^paniards. 
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himself  as  endowed  witK  sufficient  powers  to  Establish 
such  an  intercourse,  although  he  perfectly  concurred  in 
considering  it  as  a  thing  advantageous  to  both  part|n. 
He  said  that  even  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico^s  powm 
were  too  much  limited  for  him  to  enter  into  any  ar- 
rangement,  but  l^e  promised  that  the  proposal  Aould  be 
submitted  to  the  cabinet  of  Madrid. 

Not  the  least  di^culty  was  Tnadeabodt  fumfibing  irt 
with  the  sfupplies  wanted  for  our  present  fietoesrities. 
The  Governor,  on  the  contrary,  dispatched  messengers 
to  all  the  surrounding  missions,  desiring  them  to  send 
com,  flour,  meat,  salt,  tind  other  objects  that  wc  want' 
ed  ;  permitthig  us,  as  we  had  not  the  means  of  jpaylng 
for  them  in  money,  to  furnish  an  equivalent  in  rac  ob- 
jects  of  merchandise  that  we  had  to  dispose  ot  And 
that  there  might  be  no  dissatisfaction  with  us,  no  en- 
vyings  or  jealousies  with  tegard  to  the  quflfidties  fur- 
"nished  by  each,  he  desired  from  us  a  regular  catalogue 
of  all  that  we  wanted  ;  and  at  the  same  time  required 
catalogues  from  the  several  missions  of  their  stores,  and 
then  ordered  himself  the  portions  which  were  to  be  for. 
nished  by  each.  With  regard  to  the  purdnse  of  a 
complete  sKip^s  lading  of  com  and  other  provisions, 
which  M.  Von  Resanoflf  urged  very  much,  some  diffi- 
culties were  started^  and  it  was  not  till  after  a  long  n^ 
gociation,  and  a  great  deal  of  entreaty,  tiiat  #ieGte^- 
or  consented  to' our  bt-ing  furnished  by  the  mismns  with 
the  cargo  we  desired  *;  but  he  said  the  Commandant  of 
St.  Francisco,  Dbn  Arguello,  must  receive  the  iner- 
dhandisewe  Were  to  give  in  exchange  on  account  of  the 
Grown,  and  it  must  be  kept  dsa  deposit  till  leave  could 
be  obtained  frotn  the  Governor- General  of  Mcxieo  for 
*it  to  be  consigned  to  our  real  creditors. 

By  this  arrangement  our  wants  were  satisfied,  and 
the  missions  wer^  pleased,  as  they  flattered  tfaemaehes 
that  the  Govemor- General  of  Mexico  wouH  not  refuse 
4iis  sanction  to  the  transaction.  The  Govcnior  ol 
Monterey,  Don  Arrelega,  hoped  at  the  same  time,  that, 
l3y  such  a  proceeding,  he  had  sufficiently  guardc?d 
against  any  danger  of  incurring  the  displeasure  frf  ^^ 
court." 
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During  ihe  timethit  the  harmi,  oMn^aiod  'mules,  of 
die  several  nusKnons  were  employed  in  going  backwards 
and  fonmds  to  bring  us  our  cargo^  the  Governor,  with 
Im  irnin,  and  tfaennmerous  femily  of  the  Comroandanti 
did  every  tiling  in  tktir  power  to  make  our  stay  agreea* 
kle  to  us;  Almost  every  morning  horses  were  upon  ibt 
^faore  ready  for  us  as  soon  as  we  chose'to  land,  that  we 
might  take  a  ride  about  the  neighbouring  country ;  and 
we  bid  fite  permission  to  go  every  whm  except  to  the 
fnrta* 

We  often  amused  ourselves  with  shooting  the  crest- 
ed partridges  and  the  rabbits  which  abound  upon  the 
aand  hiUs  near  the  shore.  •  One  day  we  went,  accompa- 
nied by  twelvepeople^  and  conducted  by  thirty  or  fcortf 
IndisHis,  to  catch  harea<and  rabbits  by  a  sort  ol  snaring, 
when^  in  Aree  hours,  widioitt  firing  a  shot,  we  bad  ta* 
ken  seventy-five,  and  aoost  of  them  alive.  We  sought 
in  vaki  several  times  for  lions,  tigers,  and  bears ;  q( 
the  latter  there  had  been  formerly  a  greai  abundance, 
but  they  wetenow  become  much  more  rare.  On  the 
northern  shore  of  the  bay  the  roe  abounds,  and  tha 
(diase  of  it  is  very  amusing  and  productive.  In  a  hum*. 
ber  of  aquatic  excursicxis,  I  found  most  of  the  birds, 
with  which  I  had  become  fiuniliar  at  Sitcha,  as.pelican!^ 
guillemots,  docks,  particularly  the  anas  perspicUlata^ 
and  the  anas  mgroj  aea*pies,  and  others.  There  were 
also  seals  of  various  sorts,  and  above  all  things,  the  vsi- 
luable  sea-otter  was  swimming  m  numbers  about  the 
bay«  nearly  uidieeded.  Some  of  us  were  almost  evetf 
^temoon  at  the  presidency,  and  the  society  was  general- 
ly enlivened  by  dancing  md  music. 

The  seriousness  of  Father  Josephy  who,  as  well  as 
wuselves,  was  an  almost  daily  visitor  at  the  pcesidencyi 
^ wtta  admirably  contrasted  by  the  vivacitv  of  Father  Pe- 
dro ;  he  also  half  lived  with  the  family  of  Arguello. 
When  the  first  s^ke^  all  was  silence  and  profound  at<^ 
tention,  but  scarcely  did  the  latter  open  his  mouth  with- 
out a  laugh  being  immediately  produced  throughout 
tiie  whole  compiuiy. :  he  was  full  of  wit  and  humour, 
«nd  aitertained  us  sdl  in  tiie  most  agreeable  manno . 
'    The  favourite  dance  bt^re  i»  cnlkd  the  bniTego.     It  5*^ 
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aB|im  upjoQ  <Bithnlw  dwightir  ><<£#»  QmIbmMim  * 
Sl«  Fwawwft'PwtMi  bc>  a  <wwt  If  pi  g<iiiw(ljlwiij  wti  y» 

He  l»d^er^lbie.fmr^^ 

oltbetwoMiiiMrieaof  Spiip^  i«d  Ailii^ 
diffi(»^  in  iiie  wijr  Qf-iW6b.flft«iiiw«fwA*«w* 
eooe  bctivrai  the  jsUgiM^  tb»  j«eiie8»  jbM»«iij^^ 
aophic  head  Kke  4be  CfawibwiiiaAfk  ^^I'^M't'JF  a^ 
means  an  insurmottiitableiiitotb  At^iki^Gmvprnihi^' 
cver^rqmaented  to  bim  tbe.yJIitofl.  ^tn^f^^JJifp 
In  iEwope,  Md  th«  trnpioiMB  .»ata|B<b/af  ^^  %whA 
govaroottent,  and  9^  hiwJittlcAoars  otjiiiitwit  Jit  Mi 
oottunerokd  fpMttlaiami^  ibo^CbamhMliufM^ 
diat»  immcdiaarif  no  hi»  ntw^d^a  Sfi»i;Ba|M|t|pmfat>c 
wouJd.go  to  Madrid  as.  f^mlmmtAv^.tmwiik^ 
the  Imperial  Rusaiap  ornvt,  to-  o|w4atei<MWy>ft>d  of 
imaimdAsralaiidiag  bcitwren  the^tipyo,  papoy^iiJjww 
thence  he  wmldpfmeedto  ViM*Gnm  cqiMNMi^' 
ish  harbow  in  JMfeiuoo,  i«4&m%'j«Qiii«<»tl^^ 
dace  10  jreclwn  his  bride,  and  aeittfe  «tt  iwillpiMI^^ 
to  the  commerce  he  ao  much  wisbe^^e^  paapw^e*  ^ 
Will  blfcaeen^wa  this  d«|Bil,th«l»tfaft  ChamerisipW8s 
nale».l^ari(^MfQraling^hia  ff^jW^  for  .Racoon- 
plishinei»t  of  Us  .wishes,  thm  wieat  and:  actiimprf^ 
ryiog  then  into  exjBCutiQn.  ^^  -«,  .« 

The  priodpal object  whi^  h^  had  in  iRieiir:ifi  tbis 
trade,  WPS  th»  inpiuai^  t<3(^^Bi|sayap.|i9BSfii0ioa*^ 
NcM'th- America  and  the  islflmds,  ^nite  toKaBWchsd^ 
and  Odiotskp  n  nxular  9^ffijf  oil  .ccra  wd  iftwv.^ 
New  CalifonUa.  How :  jmotioi^  .aoavo:  ^.4wder« 
tdiing  must  be  idlowcd,  Aereai^i  iDffgrw«piiiianimaB7 
obstacles  in  the,  way  of  its^bcpog  accomplsywilU^'* 
supposing  |be idea  to  msgtwiAk^,hyum&kms^f^ 
at  the  Spanish  court.  Ths  possesisiofia  of  th^-  Bit»^ 
American  CcxnpaRy  ace -already  so  widi^  e^teoMt^m 
so  for  r^poyf4  one  fram  |tt4^her«,  that  ia  tb$  p^^ 
state  of  their  navi^tion  it  is  very  di&ult  t^^^  ^P 
any  general  communieation  among  them »  ieii^^'^^ 
of  sl^ps  and  sailcirs  must  be  doubly  leit,  if  t  legul^ 
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e^tttoinrfal  inttri0ww  Willi  N^ 

anemplpfc    Bot,  €vta  gof^KMbig:  them  t0  hiive  8hi|Ni^ 

t^IMMhasfftatwilh  woMjrv^  Midb  ofi^te  of  ttMtfw 
chtfifttfitttlittaiiibM^  hai  oocMion  ftf)  ai^ 
kyv  BM  Acta  40  M  eairifld  ftttm  the  Aloniiin  tflteids^ 
finomStcha,  or  Karoschatka?  The  iratita  of  Nevr 
Curiibriia  xifliiaiK  of  niaayhctared  gooda,  aiigar,  choeo* 
lata,  ufaa^  tNWiAr,  totaoco^  kw  amliioo  «d&»  tid.  Stc* 
Md  of  Ihcflatiia  KiMian  aeMcaaeataaKno  laaa  in  watif^ 
pefhqMevM  moM.  than  tlie  Siiankli. 

tf,  tor  obnata  iMa  dbftction,  ships  tme  fo  be  setif 
feffdtfl]^  AWQ  EoMpe  la  New  CafifoMua,  to  pfilrchaae, 
eimrmtbiMaiejri  orliy'tJoMar,  thefiMririonaiftc^ 
iour^dndaalkaftiBoat^  wanted  for  tke  Russian  posses^ 
oioitt^  md  flhofe  aR|  to  oo^lict  aea-cMer  skhis,  aocprd*^ 
ing  to  my  ykfw  ct  fitm  Atngi  this  woald  be  to  ^tidure 
Aem  at  a  much  gMttor  expmoe  than  if  ilie  Hussio- 
AmirieaB  Company  vreie  todra#  tfie  supplies  dii^eetljr 
from  Onmsladl.  Befidas|  Afat^^oiti  is  mach  dealer  id 
Kew  C^aiUbrma  Adn  at  CionawSt,  tte  must  nirr 

emtteoMlf  OQtof  tf«r  wtty,  and  stirflbr  &  great  lota  of 
titneiiigcdAgthwe.  ••  .-     .;(.  .t\ll 

As  to  <;oMceting  fta-oiMr  4kiAs,  In  n^hieh^  ^^^ttibtitf 
doob^  a  ^eiy  adfaotageous  ttade  might  be  ««tf(Uished» 
it  ia  ^  great  question  ^irlMhdPttie  ^niarfls  wbttld  et^ 
be  bfOBgfat  to  consem  to  sttcb  «  trsde^  I  do  liM  'be"* 
hew  tlief  would^  It  id  eicpnistdf  fefbkMen  by  iBe 
Sponish  uo^wmment^  ifor  ships  of  any  nation,  under  paM 
of  the  veaaets  themselves  being  forfeited,  to  catcfK  sea- 
0ttffs  wkUn  tl^  lei^es  of  their  coast,  aAd  die  Oo- 
iforooroiieday^eompiMied^ery  mncbto  usofthe  sai- 
kmof  the  Amarican'Slatea,  that  they  not  o6ly  supplied 
theinhabitants  of  the  north- west  coast  of  America  with 
eiiii8|  and  powder  and  shot,  but  even  canied  their  au- 
.dacity  ao  fir,  as  to  bring  a  great  number  of  Aleutians 
withthemto  eaaah  aea^otters  on  die  coast  of  Cal^mia, 
He  idated,  aa  if  it  had  been  n  matter  unlmown  to  us^ 
that  a  certain  Captun  Ocean  had;  some  years  before, 
come  withtliirty  aom  and  iter  women  frmn  Oooahttb- 
Ica^  tecsQly  to  catdi  these  animds  within  the  limits  of 

W^mS 
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his  'govODPiftcnt*  Siooc-^Mit  tme  m  ondcf  mA  bm 
sent  $xmi  the  Spanish  gpvarniiico  from 

AcapiJoo  to  cruiac  ocinrtintly  •bout  the.  coB8t»  for  the 
pMipo$>ofp<evaitiiyaMchilliqtpn>c^  bdeed, 

(iuiing  our  stiiy  I  mfornatioa  wu  bmught.uiitwAme- 
ricanship,  having  bom  idcleDlediiidie  Wi  invsttopped 
aiMl  caiTied  iotoBt  Diq«S>. 

Ii  Russia  woi4d  engine  in  an  advantsgaouacomKroe 
with  these  parts,  and  proouie  fimn  tham  pNtriMos  fo 
the  sui^y  of  her  noitbm  aettlei^^ 
dcnng  it  is  by  plantiBg  a  colmjr  of  ho'owiK    in  tooon- 

ti|)r^wbichis  blessed  with  so  miUL  a  climate  as  Caiifor* 
lua,  whei^  theie  is  such  pIcBly  of  wood  tad  water,  w^ 

so  inapy  6ther  inqna  iPor  the  support  s4  life»  ^  ^^!^ 
exceUcnt^harbours,  persoo^of  cnteipriainig;  a|Nr^  inigbt» 
in  a  few  years,  establish  a  very  flounsbmg  coloiy* 
With  theassiatanoe  of  theabk  meahaqm  iilK>aic«)  be 

found |tt  Sitcha,  wind  and  water  ndk.Biii^.soQa  be 
Gon^^nip^,  loooiajealabtiahedt  and  nuou&Qtories  for 
buryuqg  brandy.  I#aige  and  small  vessels,  and  gnuia- 
^fqrcofn,  would  thai  he  built;  vast  bods  of  cattle 
woifld  |3Q  raised,  and  *sea-otter5  in  abuodanee  takeo* 
Thus,  in  time,  Kamschatkaand  £aat£m  Asia  would  be 
^ply  supplied  fix^rn  faoice  with  all  kinds  dfv^ietabk 
and  amoial  productioris  ffx  the  aufqport  of  liGs.  Tbe 
Bitaaipi^menipan  CpmpaiqF  have  already  sufficient 
soura^  of  wcald^in  thqerinment  ppaaessioos  fiom  ^ 
aqj^^n^ve.  f^^  th^ .  yield,  nor  have  any  occasion 
to  a^;  at  incucaaing.  it  1^  foceiga  dealing  '^^ 
settlinQseots  only  ^Kraat  a  better  administration  torise 
wid|  fresh  vjigour  fitm  their  ruins;  but  to  e&ct.tbis, 
dieir  stfipfgiih'  must  be  opnoentrated,  and  tbKJf  ^^  X 
bandon  the  mistaken  pQUfQr  .of  extcndig^  Hxm  to  sucb 
d  ^^giiec  as.  tQ'weaken  eveiy  part. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


ff^t  tfBoaiSy  and  Water  Commtmeatum  at  St.  Fran^ 
tiseo.'^Mxcttrsum  by  Water  to  St.  Josepfu-^Mis' 
nan  of  St.  Joseph.^'^Descrjptton  of  tne  same.^^^ 
Dance  of  the  Inmans  at  this  mission -^Fuebh  £  St. 
Aseph.'^Dangers  encountered  in  our  return  to  St. 

•    Ftanciseo. 


ALTHOUGH  Ae  ftrec  missions  of  St.  Francisco, 
Santa  Clara,  and  St  Joseph,  all  lie  near  the  south- eas- 
tern part  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Francisco,  and  a  communi* 
cation  bf  water,  from  one  to  die  other,  would  be  of  the 
utmost  Utility,  it  seems  almost  incredible,  that,  in  not 
one  of  tfiem,  no,  not  even  in  the  Piresidency  of  St.  Fran* 
CISCO,  is  there  a  vessel  or  boat  of  any  kind.  Perhaps 
the  missionaries  are  afraid  lest  if  there  were  boats,  the 
escape  of  the  Indians,  who  never  wholly  lose  their  love 
of  medom,  and  attachment  to  their  ancient  habits, 
might  be  fkcilitated,  and  therefore  consider  it  better  to 
confine  their  commanication  with  each  other  to  die 
means  aflbrded  by  die  land.  The  Spaniards,  as  well  as 
tlietr  nurselings,  the  Indians,  2xt  veiy  seldom  under  tl^ 
secessity  of  trusting  themselves  to  die  waves,  and  if 
such  a  necessihr  do  occur,  they  make  a  sort  of  boat  for 
the  bccasion  of  straw,  reeds,  and  rashes,  bound  to^« 
ther  so  close  as  to  be  water-tight :  in  diis  th^ contrive 
togo  very  well  from  one  shore;  to  die  other.  These  sort 
of  boats  are  catted  by  die  Spaniards  walza.  The  oars 
consist  of  a  diin  long  pole  somewhat  broader  at  each 
end,  with  which  they  row  sometimes  on  one  side,  some- 
times on  the  other. 

This  total  want  of  vessels,  which  are,  as  it  Were,  the 
keys  to  all  southern  and  eastern  possessions,  b  a  strong 
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because  tlicf  had  not  a  ooattlKniMvcB,  that  w  dsdaj 
of  our  arritrid,  tbqr  were  obliged  to  feaabao  1^ 
flie  ahore,  and  were'  precluded  att  coauRoucatkii  i^ 
us  tiU  we^aent  our  boat  to  Aam.  Aft  the  Sfinoatf 
St  Joseph  lies  on  the  opponie  aboaeof  the  bajr,  at  8  dis- 
tance fA  aittcen  leag^ues,  a  comimuiication  bgr  vattr 
would  be  of  infinite  aivaiilBge.  Bnt^  notwidislBnfiDg 
tiiatthis  convemence  ia  ao  perfealty  wittin  tbai  nad^ 
they  have  no  other  iqtercouiw  but  bgrlaad^irtMii  they 
lare  obliged  to  go  round  tbe^.ba)r»  at  ioat  ifam  times  tbe 
diatance, 

llie  diffi(nil^ofli»  land  transport,  die  amatt  mmto 
of  convcns  at  St  Joae^,  and  a  diaeaae  Uthoto  im* 
known  in  New  Catifimua,  tfaaoieaaka,  which  hadbnke 
outthia  jear,  and  had  fbraonae  weeka  attadttd  901 
numbers  of  die  Indiana^  ocedasonedvcrf  gnat  ddays  ia 
furmstung  ua  with  die  auppliea  we  had  agmdibr. 
Tha  Chamberlain^  Von  Baaami;  tharefiore  a|ylrdto 
the  Governor  fisr  pcrmisirion  to  tend  our  faaati  to  8t 
Joa^  that  the  traM|Mrt  of  tbe  corn  «id  otfaei' artielts 
n^M  be  expedited;  and  the  advantage  of  the  duagi  in 
sparing  the  labour  of  dae  sKn  andfaoneat  waaaaobvi- 
oua  tm  he  readily  oonsentad  to  it 

Accor^Bnriy,  on  the  twdfih  of  April,  tfarae  boib 
were  hcusted  out,  and  an  leataSette  was  aent  t^  had  to 
*St.  Joaephto  inform  the  misttOD  of  our  intantm^  arid) 
*  an  order  from  liie  Governor  to  make  a  fire  ojpaothe 
landing-place  in  order  |o  point  it  out  to  ua;  rarboth 
the  GovenMr  and  the  Commandant  aaauvod  ua,  tiut, 
without  such  adirecdoe,  we  should  never  be  d)ie  to 
,  find  it  liettlenaot  Davidoflf  waa  qipofailod  to  the 
coomiand  of  thia  expe£tioni  and  he  pcmuttad  ne  to 
acconq^any  him. 

On  the  fourteenth,  towarda  noon,  we  quitted  dKahipi 
nvailing  ouradvea  c^the  tide  to  atretoh  over  this  ana  of 
ttie  sea  to  the  south-east  When  we  had  reached  the 
point  of  land  lyif^  oordi*eastward  of  die  presidenqri 
we  saw  the  batttiy  of  five  cannon  which  defended  the 
south-south^eafttern  and  south-western  divisbn  of  the 
bay.    The  shore,  on  our  left,  or  the  eaatetn  ^Mxe^  pt- 
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^toratthrfght,  JBlBwati>l  ivritb  doip  vaUiei^alkt  in  some 
plaeet  iveH aomed  with  wood.  The  western  shove  b 
boQiMM  w&  hills  pmtiij^  ntfoed^  psitljr  Mvsied  with 
brarinroadr  Tim  wh0le  shors  fioms  many  points  c|f 
famdaadsmalLbi^  :  k  one  of  die  latter  li^  the  Mis- 
miii«)f  St  FHtnamok  Mfar  as  dus  l^cei  the  water 
is  deep  efeoagh  ftrlarge  tettris^  hot  abooafter  it  grows 
imichahaUoiNerY  not  haviag  a.dc^  of  ittore  dian  fiw 
fteti  dna.waaaheimbyayeatcioiMig^in  thetolourof 
the  water.  After  prooeeding  foi;  aeveral  sea-riitlei^ 
aooodsig  alLthe  wiqr  very  iin^iMidf»  we  saw  in  the 
soMfaero  faoriton*  hig^.  hmdf  which  appeared  to  rise 
iilK  an  island  .in  die  nxlatAf  die  Wfltet)  and  soon  after 
disoetairidt  pM^  oleadf  ^  to  die  aoudkeast,  upon  a  com- 
sidntale«tniMnee,  the  MisaiOD  of  Si^  Joseph.  At  the 
ametiae  we  obac^wd,  at  a  gneat  distance,  upon  the 
aapposedidandy  a  oanttdcvableamoke^  but  ai  it  was  s6 
Much  to  tfaeaotrtfay  we .eondiuded  it  could  not  bethfe 
a^lMd  appointtd  fixr  ua^  but  tadxr  considered  it  as  a 
fire  audelfaare  by  dnakoct  and  kept  watdung  for  our 
a^nal  upon  the  nearar  eastern  coast. 

The  day  was  oeady  dosed  in  before  w^  were  made 
adasibletif  our.  miatue^  and  discorered  diet  what  we 
faadfltoppoaed  tobeanidand  was  united  by  a  narrow 
ffKuk  ol  land  to  a  nhan  hf log  fiardxr  to  the  east  But 
hHYiagafintsh  wind  fiom  the  soudi^west,  we  had  got  ad 
near  me  caatem  ahorci  that  it  was  now  inqpossible  eitbet* 
wMi  oars  or  with  a  sail  to  reai^h  the  MgnaUfire.  The 
ng^  when  it  caaeon^waa  aodorfc,  tkit  we  wereob* 
li^dtD'casr  anchor  in  a  dialfew  place  in  three  f90t. 
water  t  our  boat  was  now  wholly  separated  from  thfe 
otherB;  we  had  even  lost  sight  of  tfaem  entirely.  Oil 
the  morning  of  the  ftftscnth,  we  endeavoured  in  vain  td 
reach  die  high  famdy  and  as  the  wind  still  blew  fresh 
from  the  south-west,  nodnng  remained  but  to  return 
back  to  our  ship.  Th^  iang-boat,  afiner  struggliK  all 
day  4ind  all  night  with  the  M^mfa  amd  waves,  thought  tier- 
setf  fortunate  on  the  morning,  of  the  ^xteenth  aUo  to 
reach  tlie  nhip  in  safety.    The  durd  boat,  after  losiug 
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its  mast,  had  tideep  i«fu|;r in  tt  soudl  cradc.  ThesBoc 
saually  weather  with  ram  condrnwd  tfll  tiK  mMtoeoth, 
when  it  ctaanedtaoi  tfie  wiDdchingodtD  tfaenorthand 
north*  west 

As  ray  wish  to  visit  die  nuMkiD'  of  St  J<Mr^  *was 
not  abated  in  consequeDoeofdiisttiwiooesrfalallinpc, 
I  asked  and  obtained  parmisaioii  of  die  QovoMT  10  ft. 
peat  the  excursion  under ^uHUher  farm.  On  the  twen- 
tiethy  therefore,  I  set  oflFin  a  thre&aeaied  faaidtfka,  ao 
companied  by  a  sailor  and  a  huntsmaik  Eaifyin^ 
morning  we  Idft  St^  Fivicisooti  asJdMwsaids  noon  itach* 
cd  the  level  before  St  Joseph,  and  begm  to  seek  fbr  die 
principal  channel,  which  isia  Ibe  oei^bonriiood  of 
several  hills :  these  hei|^ts^  are  indeed  the  principal 
guides  by  which  to  find  it  They  slieteh  nrom  the 
north^westto  the  south-east,  and  ae  annouDdcd  t^a 
muddy  shallow,  which  extends  for  a  eoondsnUe  way 
along  the  shore.  To  avoid  this,  a  boat  nMist  steer  in  a 
westerly  direction,  till  the  sooAem  hill,  whidi  in  our 
former  expedition  we  had  miateken .  fiMT:  an  isfaod,  Iks  to 
the  east  The  channel  whieh  should  then  befidbwed 
winds  amoi^  heights :  the  two  lowest  shoold  be  kft  to 
the  north,  and  tte  others,  whiok  aie  much  hig^,  to 
the  south.  This  channel  runs  at  first  in  a  noftb^wes- 
terly  direction,  and  then,  after  many  windings,  south- 
easterly, into  the  land.  At  the  flood,  the  d^lfa  of  wa- 
ter is  from  six  to  nine  feet,  but  at  die  time  of  Ifaed4)it 
is  scarcely  navigaUe  even  for  very  small  boots.  At 
iow  water  it  is  almost  impossible  to  land,  on  account 
of  the  muddy  nature  of  the  shore,  and  at  Ugh  water  the 
landing  is  not  unattaided  widi.  difficu)^.  -  The  nany 
little  diannets  with  which  this  fiat  is  inteneded  make 
it  an  absolute  labyrinth^  and  10  we  were  unacquainted 
with  the  way,  we  often  mislodci  and  had  to  torn  back^ 
having  (Quitted  the  principal  diameL  -. 

Weaned  at  length  with  perpetually  going  astrq^y  I 
contrived  to  get  on  shore,  and  ascended  a  ne^bounng 
hill,  where.  1  could  have  a  better  view  of  the  district,  and 
was  thus  enabled  to  discern  to  ttie  east  a  pboe  where 
we  coiildjand  commodioasly,  though  at  the  distaooe 
«f  three  leagues  and  a  half  from  tbe  mission.    The 
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cmnitiy  over  ivUcb'vve  went  -f»w  to  wander  meA  bf 
dcgMBMbove  the  low  ploin^  and  i»  bounded  by  a  chain 
of  biU^AnbUk  stretdi  fiom  the  north-nonh-wist  to  the 
writb*80Bdi-ea8t.  Nttmeroiis  herds  of  boraes  smd  cat-* 
tie  ware  mmiial;  wild  tore,  without  i^  allentim  being 
paUtetfacm*;  the  koniedcatde.evai* render  the  coun- 
try, not  very  safe  fite^  foot-passengers*  Besides  these 
hods,  we  met  a  great  nstiber  of  foxes,  and  a  la^  wolf; 
tvbkdumi  amray  fii^haenod^  The  foxes  appeared  to 
live  upoft  die  most  frieodly* terms  with  the  y ounig  calves^- 
aad'foilow«d  Ae  cows  *  aboiit  as  if  they  had  been  like- 
wke  titfir  ofipfing; 

AUttiebrfOre  sim^set  we  arrived  at  the  mission,  ex- 
coediQ^yfaCigiied.  It  was  now  tinder  the  snpertnten. 
dcftce  of  two  eccksiasties,  Fadier  ^  Louis  and  Father 
Pedro  ;  the  latter  onfy  wasat  home.  HereccivMus 
with  open  arms,  and  immediately  sent  a  man  and  horse 
to  the  shore  to  fetch  our  ba^^ige,  and  the  sailor,  whom 
we  had  left  to  tidce  careof  the  baidarka ;  which  was.no\v 
conaignfid  to  the  caie  of  «ome  Indians.  Father  Louis 
was  absent  for  a  diort  time  at  St.  Francisco.  On  the 
monung  of  the  twenty-first,  the  Indian  converts  of  tlie 
misston  were  all  assembled  together  to  receive  from. 
Father  Pedro  thrir  allotted  tasks  of  woric  for  the  day. 
Th^  father,  when.  I  saw  him  at  St.  Francisco,  had  pro- 
mised toentertmn  me  with  a  dance  of  the  Indians,  if  I 
would  come  and  visit  him,  and  he  therefore  now  aUf- 
nounced  th^  they  were  to  have  a  holiday  from  their 
work,  that  they  might  dress  themselves  in  their  very  best 
attire,  end  prepare  for  a  dance.  For  this  purpose  he 
distribute  a  number  of  ornaments  among  the  best  dan- 
cers, who  immediately  withdrew  with  them  to  make  tlie 
necessary  ispeparations.      . 

Fajber  Peitoo  in  t^hc  meaatime  shewed  me  about  the 
buildings  and  grounds  belonging  to  the  mission.  AU 
thot^h  it  ia  pnly  ^igfat  years  sindethey  were  begun, 
they  aredbeady  of  very  considerableextent :  the  quanti- 
ty.^ coro  in  die  granaries  £»  exceeded  my  expectations. 
They  contained  at  that  time  more  than  two  thousand 
measures  of  wheat,  and  a  proportionate  quantity  of 
maize,  bariqr,  pease,  .beaas,  and  other  gr^in.    The 
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very  good  order;  Uic  «oU  »  wyy  whwiirii  »ri  fcr> 
die^aiidyMldsuMkiituiM.  Tbe  6yil4Mi«eitiU 
i«7  7ouag,  but  wir  prodaceit  «  gaoddkenUfae 
expemcd.  A  antll  nvulti  mot  fmnfjk  dufBtdn, 
wiudi  presertes  a  osMMttt  moisliiKt  firaiM^raiefifris 
have  been  planted  wkhm  a£e»  ynn»  winith  jidd ct- 
ccMent  wine»  vm^  and  Ptarwhlwig  AfcriMi^    - 

TV  yf^yttw>  A^f*^  r'*T^*¥^fffintf  in  niiMiiridy  rhn 
sen,  dnd  aooofding  to  the  umvennl  qpinioo,  tftaa  misp 
MonwBlinafewyeaiibeiht  ridhntand  faealiaNnr 
California.  Tbe  ooiy  dispdvantafcJa^daldiK  m 
nolasgetnea  very  tiear*  The  aadvoaofii*  ooiuriij 
have  sevef^  dines  frott  dKmg^Kfeaineas^  wheadi9«aD(' 
ed  ta  celebrate suiefwrtieiiSar  lijaieihg,  mtSmtBjk 
V'oods,  and  burnt  down  haft  tnetSi  so  as  to  kM 
scareely  any  ttMb  ^taAdiog ;  ihe  wood  farhwUiog 
must  dicDefbre  be  faroni^finma  distanoe  ofsmnl 
mik&  To  osmpensate  diis  disadvantage^  dntaft  ID 
die  neighbourhood  of  the  miauoii  dMlk-liiljs^sodaoel- 
lent  brick-eaith,  so  that  most  of  Uieir  baildiqgBaiecf 
briek.  Their  atones  of  oom  are  aauobgMater  ^^ 
oatde,  Gonacqiitnt^  the  number  of  oxen  sbulMend 
every  week  is  considerably  saa^Uor  than  al  St  fisaciS' 
CO,  but  the  GonauQ^stion  of  com  and  pnbs  ianaicb 
greater*  The  organiaation  of  the  inatitation  isenliidf 
me  same  as  at  St.  Fnincisoo.  The  habitatioos  ftr  the 
Indians,  hs  HanekeriaSf  ate  not  yet  finished»  so  dtf^ 
^preseitt  they  live  clneAy  in  straw  hnts  ofacoakal 
fiirin. 

Father  Pedroi  who  shewed  me  about  eyer^  wb0^ 
proposed  when  we  had  viailBd  all  that  he  thought  psitbjr 
of  observation,,  to  go  and  see  theLsfiana  payiayfal 
dieir dance.  I  ac^pled  hia  proposal  witbdatt^tsd 
he  led  me  to  a  small  strsun,  by  the  sUe  of  wfiidi  the 
dancers  were  assensMeci,  extremely  buqr  ia  smetfiV 
theff  bodies  over  whh  charcoaUduafe^  ledday,  sod  cfaalt 
One  was  omamentii^  his  breast,  anodier  his  beDjyfl* 
nother  hb  tbigbsi  end  aaodier  hb  back,  wid»  icg^ 
figures  of  various  kinds.  Soqnc  were  otBmoamS^ 
t^  otberwbe  naked  hodjaaaM  over  wilhdoam  featlKB 
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which  gave  them  rather  Ae  appearance  ofhelonging  to 
the  monkey  species  Aan  of  bemg  itei«  Thrir  headsi 
ears,  and  necks,  were  set  off  with  a  great  variety  ofor^ 
imnitnts,  but  the  bodies,  except  fi  covaii^  about  the 
wiiist,  were  naked.  The  women  were  at  the  same  time 
performing  the  offices  of  tfie  toilet  in  their  houses  i  ihoy 
weite  all,  coMBStendy  wiA  4he  bws  of  decorum,  dcGsa^ 
ad ;  their  ftoes  loid  necks  only  were  painted,  and  they 
wnealso a  {irofuaiim  of  onoaments  or  shells,  feadicrs, 
and  beads. 

The  Indians  of  thk  missioo  are  veiy  difeent  fit)m 
those  of  St^  Francisco,  as  to  size  and  structure.  The 
men  ate  almost  all  ratiher  above  the  nuddhng  stature, 
and  1^1  biiilt ;  very  few  indeed  ale  wluit  may  be  call* 
«d  undersiased.  Thdr  complexions  are  dark  but  not 
negro-like,  andif  their  phjrsipgnOmy  cannot  absdutdy 
be  called  pleasing,  there  is  uomng  disagreeable  in  it ; 
indeed,  I  thought  that  they  very  mudi  resembled  some 
of  the  more  ncfthem  tribes.  Some  seemed  to  possess 
great  muscular  strength  t  th^  have  very  coarse  black 
mir.  The  women  seem  in  general  much  taller  in  pro- 
portion  than  die  men ;  I  saw  several  more  than  five  feet 
and  a  half  in  heighth.  If  there  were  none  either  among 
the  men  or  women  that  I  could  caU  pondvely  hand- 
aome,  I  did  not  observe  in  any  the  dull,  heavy,  stupid 
look  of  their  brethren  at  St*.  Francisco.  The  people  cf 
^hb  mission  are  indeed  ^[ctierally  considered  as  die 
handsomest  in  New  California,  and  several  of  the 
Spanish  soldiers,  for  want  of  European  wives,  have 
united  themselves  with  Indian  beauties. 

The  dancers  assembled  towards  noon  in  the  krge 
court  off  d^  mis^on.  They  were  divided  into  conq>a- 
lues.  Some  were  disdnguished  above  4ie  rest  by  par- 
ticuhr  ornaments  and  by  a  particular  kind  of  song 
which  they  sung.  One  df  these  divisions  assisted  of 
the  mhabitantsOfthe  coast,  the  other  wefVpec^le  fit>m 
the  more  inland  tribes;  the  former  were  not  so  well 
made;  so  stroi^,  or.  so  good-looking  as  the  hitter. 
These  people  formerl}r  lived  hi  great  enmity  widi  each, 
otber,  but  are  now  united  heie  1^  rdigion ;  not  howe- 
ver ap  entirely  hut  that  sparks  of  tmir  ancient  enmity  stift 
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remain  ative,  and  cannot  be  extingoished.  For  in- 
stance, the  fathers  never  can  jMievail  upon  them  to  in- 
termany  with  each  other ;  they  will  unite  themselves 
only  with  those  of  their  own  tribe,  and  do  not '  min^k 
in  the  society  of  the  other  tribes  biit  with  a  certain  kind 
of  reserve; 

In  their  dances  they  remain  almost  fihvays  iii  the 
same  j^ce,  endavourihg  pardy  with  their  bows  atid  ar- 
rows, partly  with  the  feathers  they  hold  in  their  hands 
and  wear  upon  thdr  heads,  partly  by  measured  .swings, 
by  different  movements  of  their  bodies,  and  by  tne  va- 
riations  of  their  countenances,  to  represent  battles,  or 
scenes  of  domestic  lii^.  Their  music  consists  of  sing- 
ing,  and  clapping  with  a  stick,  which  is  split  z\  one 
end.  The  women  have  their  own  particular  song,  and 
their  particular  manner  of  dancing.  They  hop  about 
near  the  men,  but  never  in  concert  with  them :  their 
pincipal  movement  or  action  is  striking  with  tKe  thumb 
and  forefinger  upon  the  belly,  first  on  one  side,  then  on 
the  other,  in  a  regular  measure.  As  scon  as  the  men 
begin  to  dance,  Ae  women  begin  also,  and  cease  \k 
moment  that  the  men  cease. 

About  two  o'clock  we  sat  down  to  a  vervgood  din- 
ner, and  afterwards  went  again  to  see  the  inSans,  who 
were  still  occupied  with  their  dancing,  and  were  no\r 
going  to  exhibit  a  mock-fight. '  A  large  straw  figua* 
represented  the  enemy,  and  a  number  of  the  men,  arm- 
ed with  bows  and  arrows, '  sprung  and  danced  about 
with  frightful  gestures  and  contortions  to  defy  their  ad 
versary,  who,  if  he  had  been  able,  would  have  dent 
the  like.  One  of  them  at  kpgth  gave  a  sjgiial,  and  .ri 
the  same  moment  the  straw  figure  %vas  pierced  \\ith  \> 
vast  number  of  arrows,  and  the  man  who  personated 
the  chief  was  carried  off  in  triumph. 

On  this  occasion  I  observed  that  most  of  them  v^cr* 
veiy  expert  marksmen,  yet  it  appeared  to  me  that  if  tb^ 
enemy  was  courageoys,  and  would  attend  more  to  tl> 
use  of  his  weapons,  and  less  to  his  gestures,  he  coulrf 
scarcely  fail  of  obtaining  Ac  victor}^  These  ptcpl: 
were  never  in  the  habit  of  eating  their  slaughtered  ent' 
mies :  the  great  endeavour  of  the  contending  parties  k 
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all  tbdr  coofiicts  is  to  steal  away  the  ypung  girk  or  the 
wives  of  the  enemy*       j, 

Anotb^  party  of  the  Indians  wepe  dancing  round  a 
large  fire,  from  which  several  of  them  firom  time  to  time, 
apparently  for  their  j^eaauK;^  took  a  piece  of  glowing 
^mber  as^  big  as.  a  walnut,  ^ch,  witiiout  farther  cere- 
mony, they  put  into  their  mouths  and  swallowed.  This 
was  4o  decqytion*  I  obsiorved  diem  very  clgsdy,  and 
^w  it  p^grmed  repeatedly,  though  it  19  utterly  incom- 
prehensible tip  me  how  it  could  be  done  withdut  bum- 
mg  their  mouths  and  stomachs.  Instead  of  being  a 
matter  of  pleasure,  X  should  teve  conceived  that  they 
must  be  putting  themselves  to  exquisite  torture. 

I  was  also  entertained  with  the  representation  of  a 
hunting-party.  The  Indians  fasten  the  )ioms  of  a  deer 
upon  thor  heads,  and  .throw  a  part  of  the  akin  overth^ 
shouldera.  In  this  way  they  lurk  amcnig  the  hi^h^grass, 
where  the  stags  and  the  roes  come  to  feed,  imitaliqg 
their  tnotions  $0  wdH,  that  these  otatures^  though  Qatu  - 
fsdly  shy  and  timid,  are  deceived,  and  come  so  ne^r 
^m,  t^t  they  can  easily  fait  them  with  their  bows  ai^ 
arrows*  T)ie][  often  kill  several  withoiit  the  rest  having 
any  idea  of  ^ir  datigbf  • 

Direcdy  to ^the.  east,.  srt)Qut  seven  leagues  firom  §t. 
Joseph,  is  an  arm.  of  a  great  river  which  Imt  winds  to- 
wards the  north,  and  tten  taking  a  westerly  direction, 
empties  itself  at  last  into  the  nodh-eastem  part  of  the 
bay  of  St.  Francisco.  Iii  the  ne^hbotirhood  of  this 
liver  lie  several  viOages  of  Ipdians,  who  do  not  yet  live 
with  the  Spaniards  or  the  baptized  Indians.  At  the 
first  foundation  of  the  mi^^on  they  were  often  very 
troublesome^  and  annoyecf  it  much ;  nay,  [fxAy  a  year 
and  a  half  before  I  was  there,  thcj}'  J|g»d  murdered  five 
scoters,  and  wounded  oae  c^  the  priests  and  another 
soldier  dangerously.  After  this  occurrence  a  strong 
miUtary  el^ditiOQ  was  sent  against  them,  who  made  a 
great  carnage  among  the  Indians,  and  compelled  them 
to  conclude  a  peace ;  since  this  \here  Jiave  been  no  far* 
ther  disturbances.  The  Spaniards  and  Indian  converts 
often  go  among  these  Indians,  remaining  with  them  per- 
haps, tor  a  fortnight  together,  for  the  purpose,  if  possi- 


4/6$      SBTTlf MlllY  or  BAfVT  tt4ireiMo# 

ble,  of  making  new  convertsr  aome  of  tiiem  wiB  afao 
not  unfinequendy  mpke  vmts  to  the  miaaoii,  ivlm  Acf 
always  return  liome  eiffiched  wiA  preaenta  of  various 


Three  leagues  Innn  St  Joseph  to  ihesootlKwesty  md 
also  on  an  arm  of  the  9ea,  Iks  the  Pori^  of  St  Joa^h. 
By  the  word  Pueblo  b  here  understood  a  sort  of  vil* 
lage  cmisistii^  of  mvalid  soidiecs,  whoaiercfeaaed  fiom 
the  senrice,  Md  become  peasants ;  ^bey  cultivate  tha 
koid, and livein  affluenoe  fit>m  the  produce  of  thdr 
husbandry  and  from  breeding  cattle*  -  There  are  oeve- 
fal  of  thes^  Pueblos  in  diftrenl  ports  of  New  as  wdlas 
of  Old  Cafifiomia,  and  die  populi^on^  diem  incieases 
every  year#  The  Govecnor  of  Monterey  aasursd  me 
that  from  one  hundred  this  had  in  twenty  years  iocaaeas- 
ad  to  sevn  hundred.  It  b  extraoidinaiy  that  on  the 
contrary,  the  numt)er  of  Indtens  in  the^  nuaaioii  coq» 
itantly  decreases^ 

On  die  twenty-dnrd,  I  took  leave  of  Fadier  F^io, 
to  whom  I  owe  my  public  acknoWied^^naeats  fat  dK 
friendship  and  hospitaliQr  I  expoienoed  from  him.  Be 
bad  h(Mrses  saddled  fix*  us^  and  we  went  accon^aiiied 
by  a  soldier  in  search  of  our  baidaiica,  which  we  frmnd 
in  the  very  spot  where  we  had  left  it  SomewSdbuQi 
ibUowedus  in  our  way,  and  ocoaaiooed  us  a  good  deal 
of  uneasiness ;  a  number  of  foxea^  on  die  oontrBry, 
which  we  pursued,  ran  terrified  away. 

We  rowed  in  very  shallow  water  along  die  chamid 
&at  winds  among  die  hiUs;  down  to  the  bay  itbeimiddy 
shores  tK^ch  stretched  on  both  sides  of  us. being  cover- 
ed with  sandpipers^  snipes,  wild-ducks,  and  sea-mews : 
we  <tid  not,  however,  attem\)t  to  shoot  any  of  thoii,  as 
we  could  neverhave  got  them  out  of  the  dem  mirei 
Wesaw  also  a  g^jodmany  aea-otters,  one  of  miidi  we 
shot,  but  it  took  refiige  in  one  of  the  smaller  channeb, 
and  we'were  not  disposed  to  lose  our  time  in  pursuing 
it 

We  had  scarcdy  reached  the  (^en  bay,  wHai  a  striH^ 
north  wind  "rose  V  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to 
go  forwards.  Wetted  through  add  through  by  the 
dashing  waves,  hdd  back  by  toe;  fgrcr  of  t&  cujreitf; 
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itfid  toraicnted  with  hunger  and  thirati  wc  1^^  oUigeii 
itt  suo-aet  to  relinquish  ^  attempts  ^  getting  on^  and 
vesi^  oiiraelvesto  the  idea  of  passii^  the  night  out  m 
the  open  sur,  in  a  low  boggy  place,  near  the  landings 
As  we  had  not  expected  to  be  in  such  a  situation,  wc 
had  furnished  ourselves  only  widi  provisicxis  for  one 
dxff  and  had  nothing  left  noHf  but  a  little  bread  and 
cheese,  and  a  very  small  quantity  of  brandy,  which  we 
thought  it  prudent  to  husband  for  the  reauiinder  of  our 
vc^age;  We  kid  ourselves  down  with  etnp^  stomachs^ 
Mid  wmgh  surrounded  with  wato*,  could  not  quendi 
our  thirst,  since  there  was  none  to  be  found  but  what 
eoaununioated  with  the  s$n,  and  consequently  imbibed 
Its  qualities.  We  endeavored,  to  shelter  oorselves 
aonewhatfrom  the  force  of  the  wind  by  means  of  our 
tvet sail-doth;  and  in  this  situation,  balf*starved  with 
csold,  waited  the  return  of  day  with  the  utmost  impa*- 
tienoe. 

Our  dodies  had  got  tolerably  dry  by  the  morrung^ 
and  at  ten  o'clock  we  were  ready  to  depart,  but  foun^ 
ibaet  fix>m  the  tide  notbeing  sufficient^  retwned,  these 
was  atiU  a  larger  e&tent  of  muddy  st^  than  it  was  pos^ 
sible  to  cross  r  nor  would  it  acbnit  of  our*  embarking 
j^ain  till  about  noon.  We  had  scarcely  seated  eur* 
o^vesinthe  boat,  before . the  same  strong  north  and 
sxxrth'-wesl  witd  vetumed,  and  left  no  probalulity  of 
our  bdng  aU^,  even  on  that  day  ,«to  reach  St.  Francisco* 
We,  however,  reaolyed  to  row  to  the  shore  opposite  to 
us,  which  appeared  to  be  much  h^her  and  well  wood- 
ed. About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  airived 
fitfCfe^  but  found  a  low  b(^gy  plain,  overgrown  with 
wAm^  but  the  salt  weed,  sakobf  and  intetsected  like 
die  plam  oo  tl^  odier  side  with  a  number  d"  little  chaa* 
nek,  so  that  we  seemed  to  have  but  ^  very  indifferent 
prospect  of  bang  able  to  reach  the  woods.  • 

We,  however,  followed;  incur  boKBt,  the  widest ehan>' 
nel,  and  after  rowing  about  tlvee  quarters  of  an  hour, 
amid  many  windings,  were  fortui^ate  enough  to  find  a 
place  where  we  could,  land,  and  %vhence  there  was  rea-; 
son  to  hope  we  might  soon  reach  the  wood ;  that  attain- 
ed, we  uiade  ourselves  sure  orinecting  with  fresh  water, . 
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Armed  with  guns  ^  pbtols^  and  canyidg  with  os  our 
last  morsel  of  bread  and  cheese,  and  our  emp^  bottle, 
:ive  proceeded  on  our  way^  but  to  our  infinite  mortifi. 
cation  wandered  about  in  vain  in  search  of  some  brook 
or  spring  where  wc  might  quench  our  thirsft.  Before 
night  closed  in  we  had  reached  the  wood^  but  after  hav- 
ing gone  at  least  a  German  n[uie,  not  a  drop  of  water 
had  we  met  with.  At  length  we  came  to  a  numerous 
herd  of  bulls  and  cows  feeding  wild  io  a.  meadow 
where  there  was  abundance  of  high  grass ;  but  afiertK- 
^mining  the  place  thoroughly,  keeping  off  the  cattle 
with  our  guns  aqd  pistols^  still  we  sought  m  vab,  not 
a  Jrop  of  water  could  we  find.  Exhausted  with  btigue 
and  mortification^  tormentied.  with  hunger  and  thirst, 
we  laid  ourselves  dpwn»  in  a  $tate  of  something 
like  listless  despair,  when  our  ears  were  On  a  sudden 
struck  with  the  croaking  of .  a  frog.  Never  did  the 
tuneful  notes  of  the  nightingale  sound  half  so  grateful 
,to  theears  of  the  poet  or  the  lover  as  did  the  voice  of 
.this  animal  now  sound  to  us^  We  started  up,  aod  fol- 
lowing tlie  noise,  found  ourselves  at  length,  in  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night,  by  the  side  of  a  little  atream  oS  excel- 
lent water.  As  we  had  for  two  days  been  at  very  short 
allowance  of  food,  and  had  AOt  been  able  to  quench  our 
thirst  at  all,  we  fell  upon  the  water  with  such  greedi- 
ness, that  in  two  hours  we  drank  up  fourteen  hottles 
full ;  it  is  to  be  observed  that  we  were  a  party  of  onl; 
three. 

The  night  was  cool  and. damp,  we  therefore  made  a 
fire  to  warm  ourselves,  and  res^  here  tiU  midoight, 
.when  the  moon  being  very  bright,  we  determined  to 
return  to  our  baidarka.  By  the  way  we  met  several 
bears  and  wild*bu)ls,  but  we  frightened  them  away  with 
our  guns«.and  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  reach- 
ed our  boat. .  It  was  then  a  perfect  calmi  aod  in  a  voy 
fine  morning  we  commenced  our  return  to  St  Francis- 
co. The  channel  which  we  followed  to  get  into  tlic 
bay  was  full  of  sea-otft:rs  and  sea- dogs; •many  lay  ^^ 
the  muddy  shores,  and  others  were  swimming  with 
tlieir  lieads  just  above  the  water.  The  two  last  days  were 
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SO  fresh  in  our  memories,  and  our  stomachs  were  so 
craving  for  food,  that  we  renounced  all  the  joys  and  ad- 
vantages  which  might  have  been  derived  from  the 
chase  of  these  animals,  and  certainly  a  rich  booty 
might  easily  have  been  obtained,  rather  than  lose  a  mo- 
ment's timie  in  the  pursuit  of  them.  Three  sea- otters, 
however,  who  lay  sleeping  almost  close  to  our  boat,  pre- 
tjcnted  a  temptation  not  to  be  resisted,  and  these  we  did 
kill  and  carry  away  with  us.  ' 

Towards  noon  we  were  got  pretty  near  the  Mission 
of  St.  Franciscd,  but  a  north-west  wind,  which  rose  at 
tlie  same  moment,  again  retarded  us  sd  much^  that  we 
did  not  reach  bur  ship  till  about  three,  exhausted  with 
hungcr,*fatigue,  and  mortification.  To  my  inexpressi- 
ble concern,  a  number  of  objects  of  natural  histoiy 
%vhich  I  had  collected  in  my  excursion,  chiefly  birds  and 
plants,  became  a  prey  to  the  stormy  sea,  and  I  brought 
nothing  home  with  me  except  the  three  sea- otters. 
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CHAPTER  X- 


Qtagrapfdcal  Describtion  of  the  Harbowr  and  Rioer  of 
St.  Prandsco.'T^Mi&tary  JSxpedition  into  the  Interior 
tfthe  Country. — Sierra  Nevada  — Land  Communis 
eation. — St.  lilaise. — Acapidco. — Mescal  Ohierva^ 
tions. — The  Cow-pox. — The  Meastes.^^Midwifery. 
^^Other  Diseases*'^ — The  Latido.*^ 


THE  difficulty  of  obtaining  any  geographical  infbr- 
mation  from  the  Spaniards  has  preventra  our  having 
hitherto  an  accurate  knowledge  of  this  country*  K 
therefore  appears  to  me,  that  what  little  infomution  I 
was  able  to  procure,  and  such  few  observations  as  I 
.  was  enabled  to  make  during  my  stay  at  St.  Francisco, 
may  not  be  wholly  devoid  of  interest* 

However  imperfect,  and  however  little  sati^actory 
may  be  the  chart  which  the  unfortunate  La  Perouse 
obtained  of  the  Harbour  of  St.  Francisco,  copied  from 
a  Spanish  original,  it  may  serve,  at  least,  to  give  a  toler- 
able idea  of  this  archipelago. 

Of  the  great  arm  of  the  sea  which  stretches  to  thtr 
ea^t  and  soutb-east^  almost  as  far  as  Santa  Cbra^  I  have 
spoken  in  the  last  chapter  in  relating  my  excursion  to 
St.  Joseph.  To  the  north  and  north-east,  another  broad 
bay  extends  for  several  miles,  over  which  are  scattered 
a  number  of  islands,  some  larger,  some  smaller.  Into 
this,  flow  four,  or,  as  some  say,  five  large  rivers,  wiiieh 
come  from  the  cast.  They  are  very  probably  only  se- 
veral moutlis  belonging  to  one  large  river,  which  qomcs 
from  the  south  and  south-east,  and  dividing  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  northern  arm  of  the  bay,  'seeks  diflb^nt 
T^ts  Wo  tt«    The  Spaniards  have  many  tinges  followed 
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the  soQthem  or  left  bank  of  this  river  on  horseback*  for 
several  miles  inlaiid,^  but  ioc  want  of  boats  they  were 
never  able  to  examine  the  right  bank.  At  between 
eighty  and  nihety  leagues  inland^  the  stream  has  from 
four  to  five  &thom  water,  and  its  breadth  is  then  so 
great,  that  a  ball  fired  from  a  musket  would  scarcely  ^ 
reach  the  opposite  shore* 

Every  year  military  expeditions  are  sent  out  to  ob- 
tain a  ntore  exact  knowledge  of  the  interior  of  the  copn* 
try,  with  a  view,  if  possible,  of  establishing,  by  degrees, 
a  land  communication  between  Santa  Fe  and  the  north*^  * 
west  coast  pf  America.  While  1  was  at  the  Missiqa 
of  St.  Joseph,  thirteen  soldiers,  with  a  serjeant  and  cor« 
poral,  arrived  there  on  their  return  from  one  of  these. 
expeditions*  These  people  asserted  that  they  had  pene* 
trated  between  eighty  and  ninety  leases  into  the  counii^ 
try,  and  had  arrived  in  the  nejglj^bournood  of  a  high  and 
widely  extended  chain  of  hius^  covered^ with  eternal 
snow ;  this  cluun  is  known  to .  the  Spaniards  under  the 
name  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  or  Snowy  Mountains.  The 
river,  or  rivers  ^f  St»  Francisco^  and,  another  stream 
which  flows  into  the  sea  near  St.  Michael,  must  have 
their  sources  in  these  mountain^. 

Individuals,  inhabitants  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  affirm, 
that  three  or  four  days  journey  eastward  of  this  chains 
they  have  seen  men  with  blue  and  r^d  clothing,  who  en- 
tirely resembled  the  Spaniards  of  California.  They 
were  very  probably  soldiers  of  Santa  F6  who  had  been 
sent  on  a  similar  expedition  from  the  eastern  coast,  to 
examine  the  interior  of  the  country  westwards,  Ac- 
cording  \o  this  information,  the  Spaniards,  between  the 
thirty-fifth  and  thirty-eighth  degrees  of  latitude  on  the 
diflferent  sides  of  the  continent,  must  have  come  pretty 
near  to  each  other ;  tk,  probabUity  is  thus  afforded,  thatj^ 
in  time,  a  regular  inland^  con^munication  may  be  esta-^ 
blished  between  Santa  F6  and  St.  Francisco. 

According  to  the  account  of  these  travellers,  there  3re 
very  considerabler  forests  and  rivers  iu  the  interior,  and 
the  coantry  is  very  fertile  and  populous.    The  Indians^ 
who  live  near  the  coast,  are  in  general  irritable  and  quar^  -  '' 
rdsome  in  .their  dls]iositions,  while  the  nunuorovis  ^ibe^ 
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in  the  interior  are  auWt»  peaceable,  and  timid.  Those 
who  live  upon  the  banks  of  the  large  rivers  are  very 
^ood  swimmers,  and  when  they  see  the  Spaniards, 
commonly  betake  themselves  to  flight  by  swimming 
over  to  the  other  side :  while  the  objects  of  their  terror, 
on  account  of  the  depth  of  the  water,  from  having  no 
Ixiats,  and  not  being  as  good  swimmers  as  dieittsdves, 
cannot  pursue  them. 

The  Indians  have  no  other  weapons  but  bows,  tattm^ 
and  stones ;  the  Spanish  soldiers,  on  the  contrary,  arc 
af  med  widi  a  musket,  a  pair  of  pistds,  and  i&  huice,  and 
being  excellent  horsemen,  are  much  More  dian  a  match 
for  me  poor  Indians,  notwithstanding  thi^  the  latter  out- 
number them  incalculably.  If  the  Spaiodsyrds  have  rea- 
son, at  any  time,  to  ap]|yrehend  an  attadt,  diey  dirow  g 
mantle  of  thick  deer  skm  over  their  shouldtrs,  which  no 
arrow  can  pierce,  and  have  blades  a  tludc  leathern 
shield,  by  means  of  which  they  wted  off  the  a^yvvs  with 
great  dexterit}%  When  thq^ue  tinder  the  decessit)  d 
reven^ngan  attack,  the  lances  miJK:e  a  great  olmager 
they  nde  in  among  them  with  their  spirited  horses,  and 
the  lances  in  iheir  hands,  and  strike  thorn  iti  numbers  to 
the  earth. 

During  our  stay  at  St.  Francisco,  one  of  these  e^pe- 
diticNis  was  fitted  out  to  travel  to  the  Sierra  Kevada. 
The  party,  which  was  to  commence  its  joumqr  ^  ^^' 
days  after  we  quittM  the  bay,  consi^ed  of  five«and- 
twenty.  At  the  head  of  it  were  uoti  Loub  Arguello,  and 
his  brother  the  Cadet  San  lago  Arguello,  Afferes  die  en- 
sign,  a  corporal,  and  our  friend.  Father  Joseph  Uria. 
The  latter  went  partly  in  the  hope  of  engaging  frcih 
converts,  partly  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  a  more  ex- 
tensive knowiadge  of  the  interior,  vnth  a  view  to  esta- 
blish a  new  mission,  boia  which  be  ei^pected  great  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived.  In  Uib  in^inner  the  ^paniardt 
are  constantly  endeavouring  to  extend  fitfther  aiid  fur- 
ther their  circle  of  action,  trusting  that,  without  any  ex- 
traordinary effort,  they  shall  be  enabled,  by  degrees,  to 
tnite  in  the  most  advantageous  manner  their  possessions 
on  the  eastern  apd  western  sides  <^  the  continent,   Th/ 
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QMiblislimrot  of  new  missioni  dqiends  upon  the  £ither« 
suKrior,  whose  station  is  at  Monterey. 

It  would  give  the  Spaniards  l^s  trouble,  and  would 
^  n^uph  less  expensive  to  the  ^vamment,  if  they  were 
to  instttute  expeaitions  by  water,  and  to  explore  the 
|Qreat  river  which  runs  into  the  bay  of  St.  Francisco; 
^  they  wene  to  ascertain  its  course,  whence  it  has  its 
Aource,  bow  far  it  is  navigable,  and  for  what  sized  ves« 
;sel&  The  ships  that  come  hither  annualjy,  might,  with 
tbe  sacrifice  of  a  few  weeks,  execute,  such  an  undertak- 
ing, and  the  govi^mment  would,  by  this  means,  gain  a 
jnore  accurate  and  extensive  geogrs^hical  knowled^  pf 
its  states  in  one  year  than  it  ever  can  do  by  the  military 
land  expeditions :  these,  it  is  farther  to  be  observed,  arc 
undertaken  without  any  astronomical  assistances  what- 
ever.   . 

From  the  want  of  sniall  vessels  and  boats  )n  the  har- 
bour of  St.  Francisco,  the  Spaniards  asei  as  it  were, 
sqiarated  entirdy  from  the  oppo^te  shore  of  the  ba;^, 
tboQgh  it  is  not  more  thsm  an  Italian  mile  distant ;  this 
precludes  theic  havii^  ^ny  water  int^ourse  with  the 
UMW  northerly  tribes  of  Jndfaps  m  t^e  neighbour- 
hood of  Port  Bodega^i  In  consequence  of  such 
as  entire  (ailuse  of  commumcaition  by  water^  that 
Igr  land  &r  exceeds  what  any  .one  could  expect.  Posts 
go  regularly  from  Vera-Cru2  to  all  the  provinces  of 
North  and  South  Ancierica.  A  courier  pomes  in  about 
two  months  from  Mexico  to  St.  Francisco^  the  furthest 
establishmeni  to  the  north ;  k  commonly  brings  the 
]:iews  frooa  Europe  of  about  six  months  back.  From 
St.  Francisco  any  one  may  travel  with  the  greatest  sa^ 
ty  even  to  Chili:  there  are  stations  all  the  way  occu« 
pied  by  soldi^s. 

The  most  unhealthy  part  of  the  penmsula  of  Califcor- 
nia  is  about  St.  Blaise ;  at  the  same  time  the  harbour 
there  is  excellent.  Many  people  di^  every  ^ear  of  a 
very  malignant  putrid  fever,  acconipanied  with  violent 
eruptions*.  Tt]e  Spanish  government  is  therefore  oblig- 
ed, in  order  to  induce  people  to  come  to  the  place,  to 
tempt  them  with  higher  pay  tlian  they  would  receive 
any  where  else.  A  sailor  has  more  than  thirty  piasters, 
(jr  ISpanish  dollars,  piT  month ;  a  pilot  from  eighty  to 


bl 


476     stTTtEVEirt  or  saivt  iKAVtnn^ 

ninety,  a  lieutenant  from  two  to  three  hundred.  Tbk 
Commandant^  whose  pay  elsewhere  is  from  four  to  five 
hundred  piasters  per  month,  is  here  allowed  from  five  to 
six  thousand.  In  August,  most  of  the  inhabkmt^ 
leave  the .  town,  since  t)mr  stay,  during  the  idsundant 
and  very  heavy  showers  which  fall  at  th^  period  of  th^ 
year,  would  be  very  potiicious.  In  consequence  of 
these  circumstances,  the  government  have  dmn  had  it 
in  contemplation  to  abandon  the  settlement  entirely^  and 
transfer  the  extensive  trade  carried  on  there  to  some 
more  wholesome  port.  The  commercial  people  df 
Mexico  and  Guadalaxara  have  always  opposed  thb 
change  strenuously,  because  the  situation  of  St.  Bhdse 
b  exceedingly  convenient  to  them. 

Acapulcoi  an  excellent  harbour  on  the  western  coast 
of  Mexico,  was  formerly  a  very  unhealthy  spot,  and 
cost  the  hves  of  a  great  many  people.    A  Spanish  sur* 

on  ascribed  this  unwholesomeness  to  a  large  standing 

ke  near  the  town,  and  recommended  tothegovem- 
ment  having  it  dried  up.  This  was  accordingty  done, 
and  the  place  has  not  only  ever*  since  been  perfectly 
healthy,  but  has  been  freed  fix>m  the  inmiense  swarms 
of  musquitoea  with  which  it  was  before  molested. 

Sufficient  attention  is  not  paid  to  taking  care  of  the 
heahh  either  of  the  Colonists  or  the  Indians  in  Kew 
California.  The  military  alone  haye  a  physician  and  a 
purgeon,  who  live  at  Monterey :  neither  the  mis^ona« 
ries,  nor  their  adopted  children^  the  Indians,  have  any 
medical  assistance.  The  climate  is  better  and  more 
healthy  than  in  tlie  peninsula  of  Old  California ;  yet 
the  Indiaqp  of  the  missicm  are  often  attacked  widi  fever- 
ish complaints,  and  are  of  such  weak  constitutions,  tliat 
numbers  die  of  them.  It  is  very  possible,  that  in  their 
former  mode  of  life  they  were  rarely  ill,  but  the  great 
change  of  their  habits,  the  diflhrent  kind  of  nourishment 
they  now  take,  their  being  constrained  to  hbom  much 
more  constantly  than  before,  vath  other  circumstano^sv 
may  have  operated  powerfully  upon  their  constitutions. 
The  eccksiastics  complain  that  upar*  the  least  ilInc:^^ 
the  Indians  become  wholly  cast  down  and  dejected,  ai:c! 
giving  theniiidves  up  to  this  df^prcssion  of  sp?rits,^V* 


a 
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not  observe  the  diet  or  any  thing  else  recommended  for 
their  recovery.  The  missionaries  are  entirely  unprovU 
ded  with  medicines^  except  some  trifling  emetics  and 
cathartics,  M'hich  they  keep  solely  for  their  Qwn  use. 

The  Governor  of  Monterey,  f)on  Arrelaga,  gave  me 
the  important  information  that  vaccinadon  had  been  in- 
troduced into  Mexico  from  Europe,  and  that  a  surgeon 
there  had  vaccinated  a  great  many  people.  He  assured 
me  that  for  some  time  the  cow-pox  had  been  observed 
very  much  among  the  cattle  in  the  provinces  to  the  south 
of  Monterey,  and  that  people  had  begun  to  inoculate 
from  it  lis  itn  very  great  success.  But  since,  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  the  small-pox  had  not  been  seen  here, 
and  people  had  consequently  forgotten  the  dreadful  de» 
vastations  it  had  made,  the  precaution  of  vaccination 
was  considered  as  superfluous,  and  many  people  reject* 
ed  it  on  that  account.*  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  this 
disease  among  the  cattle  m  California  seems  to  shew 
itself  principally  in  the  springs  and  abates  when  the 
grass  is  dried  by  the  warm  weather  in  the  months  of 
June  and  July.  1  took  some  pains  to  have  seen  the 
disease  upon  the  animal  itself,  but  in  vain ;  no  subject 
was  aflforded  me  among  the  cattle  within  my  reach. 

The  measles  had  now  been  very  prevalent  here  for 
some  months,  and  had  been  very  fatal  among  the  Indi* 
ans.  Some  thousands  of  the  natives  in  Calnomia  died 
of  it,  but  the  Spaniards  who  took  the  infection  alway9 
recovered  without  feeling  any  farther  ill  consequences* 
]t  seems  that  the  pores  of  the  skin  in  the  Indians  are 
very  close,  }5o  that  the  eruption  does  not  easily  throw 
itself  out,  and  this  occasions  a  great  deal  of  fever  of  d 
slow  and  putrid  character.  Almost  all  the  Indian  wo« 
men  who  caught  the  measles  while  they  were  pregnant 
ttiiscarried.  # 

*  Quere?  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  prevalence  of  the  cow- 
teacy  roentioirad  here  m  exifttii%  among  the  cattle,  may  have 
been  a  roeana  of  keeping  the  country  free  from  infection  of  the 
smalUpQX*  The  circutnGlance  at  loast  is  stvikingiUnd.surei.y 
warrants  such  a  spicala'lou. 


4r78        SEXTLEMf NT   OF   SAINT  fRANCISCO* 

Child-birth  seems  remarkably  easy  in  Califocnia  & 
mong  the  Spanish  women.  Madame  Arguelio  inform- 
ed me  that  since  she  had  been  in  die  country,  which 
was  a  considerable  time,  she  having  herself  had  fifteen 
children  there,  she  did  not  recollect  having  heard  an  in 
stance  of  a  Spanish  woman  dying  in  child-birth.  There 
are  no  midwives ;  some  female  frioid  assists  at  the 
delivery.  Many  of  the  Indian  women,  on  the  contrary, 
die  at  this  time,  owing,  as  it  should  appear,  to  a  very 
pernicious  custom  they  have  of  putting  some  grou 
weight  upon  the  bejjy  during  the  labour,  under  the  idea 
of  £icilitating  the  deliverv.  Miscarriages  from  the 
third  to  the  sevendi  month  are  by  no  means  unfrequcnt 
among  them. 

The  most  frightful  of  all  the  diseases  here  is  that 
which  is  but  top  well  known  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
|ind  which  some  traditions  assert  to  have  been  first  in- 
troduced  into  Europe  from  this  quarter  of  the  globe. 
It  is  almost  universsi  both  among  the  Spaniards  and 
Indians,  and  occasions  so  much  the  greater  devasta* 
tions  among  them,  as  they  themselves  resolute^  reject 
all  medical  assistance  for  it*  Spots  upon  the  skin,  bard 
swellings,  pains  in. the  bones»  sores  in  the  neck,  with 
many  other  horrible  and  disgusting  deformities,  con- 
sumption and  death,  are  the  usual  consequences  of  it. 
Ophthalmia,  rheumatic  pains,  swellings  at  the  comers 

.  of  the  mouth,  and  chronical  diseases  of  many  sorts 
which  I  observed,  may  also  I  believe  be  pret^  general 
ly  referred  to  the  same  oi%in. 

Father  Louis  at  St.  Joseph  complained  to  me  of  ano- 
ther disease  which  prevails  hi  North  and  South  Ame- 

.  rica  equally  among  the  Spaniards  and  the  Indians;  as, 
however,  it  never  fell  under  my  ovra  observation,  I 
cannot  give  a  very  clear  idea  of  it.  It  is  a  palpitation 
at  the  heart,  and  called  by  the  Spaniards  the  latido.  It 
comes  on  first  with  a  pulsation  in  the  lower  bellj,  wbi^^h 
constantly  increases :  adults  alone  are  subject  to  it ; 
among  children  it  has  never  been  known  ITie  prin- 
cipal ii\  niptoms  attendant  on  this  pulsation  ait  pains  in 
the  belly  and  tlie  neck,  which  occ^ision  a  feeling  as  il  a 
string  were  drawn  tiglu  o\  er  them.     A  disinclination  to 
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eat  comes  on^  and  at  length  a  total  loss  of  appetite; 
sometimes  attended  with  great  sickness^  and  a  hardness 
in  the  belly,  like  a  large  knot.  Cramps  are  also  frequent^ 
and  even,  the  men  have  eveiy  symptom  of  hysterical 
aflfectiona.  In  this  ^tuatipn  Uie  sufferer  drags  on  a 
miserable  existence,  constantly  wasting  away,  and  at 
length  di$,  though  the  death  does  not  seem  very  much 
accellerdted  by  the  disease,  since  old  people  are  often  to 
be  seen  who  have  been  for  many  years  afflicted  with  the 
IcOido.  Tenia,  aneurisms,  or  other  known  causes  to 
which  physicians  have  attributed  this  disease,  do  not 
appear  m  any  way  to  account  for  it  satisfactorily. 

Aty  researches  in  Natural  History  met  with  more 
obstacles  in  California  than  in  any  other  part  of  our  ex- 
pedition.   To  detail  all  the  petty  circumstances  which 
crossed  me  in  this  way  would  appear  prolix,  and  run- 
ning too  much  into  minuta^.    I  shall  only  therefore 
mention  some  of  the  principal.    Our  regular  habitatiotr 
during  our  whole  stay  was  on  board  the  ship,  and  ther^r 
we  were  all  constantly  employed  in  loading  and  unload- 
ing goods.    Several  skins  of  sea-dogs  and  birds  that  I 
had  laid  upon  the  deck  to  dry,  were,  I  know  not  by 
what  means,  thrown  overboard.    The  paper  for  drj'ing 
plants  disappeared  one  day  when  I  was  on  shore,  and  1 
was  informed  was  by  mistake  put  under  a  quantity  of 
goods  which  had  in  my  absence  been  taken  on  board, 
so  that  it  could  not  be  got  out  without  entirely  unload- 
ing agab,  and  this  was  impossible.     Several  live  birds 
which  1  had  purchased  were,  as  soon  as  my  back  was 
turned,  suffered  to  fly  away.    Sometimes,  when  I  ask- 
ed for  a  sailor  to  go  upon  a  water  e?;cursioh  with  me, 
I  was  told  that  these  people  had  more  important  busK 
ness  to  attend  to,  and  that  our  expedition  was  not  un- 
dertaken for  the  promotion  of  Natural  History.    One 
evening  I  brought  home  a. number  of  ducks  and  otlier 
aquatic  birds,  intending  to  strip  off  the  skins,  and  dry 
tliem,  but  tlie  ne^t  momuig  I  found  them  all  with  their 
heads  cut  c^.    By  these,  and  numberless  other  occur- 
rences of  a  similar  kind,  I  was  at  length  so  entirely  dis- 
couraged, that  I  relinquished  all  idea  of  attempting  tlir- 
ther  labijjurs  in  the  science,  and  resigned  myself  to  die 


/ 
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wishes  of  die  Chamberlain  Von  ResanoflF,  that  I  should 
undertake  the  office  of  inter]^reter,  and  transact  all  our 
business  with  the  missionanes  relative  to  the  purchase 
of  com  and  other  articles. 

Whales  are  very  often  cast  on  shore  in  these  parts, 
particularly  in  the  bay  of  Monterey.  •  Sea-d(^  and  sea- 
otters  are  taken  in  nets,  though  in  very  smiJl  numbers. 
The  American  lion,  FeRs  concohr^  the  American  tiger, 
FeBs  onca^  stags,  roes,  wolves,  foxes,  bears,  and  pole- 
cats, vri^erra  jftt/fonW,  are  very  common  here ;  the  It- 
ter  is  called  by  the  Spaniards  sorrillo.  The  urine  which 
this  animal  spurts  from  hini  to  defend  himself  against 
his  enemies  exceeds  in  stench  every  thing  that  can  be 
conceived ;  the  missionaries  told  me  that  in  the  night 
h  is  exceedingly  phosphoric,  and  if  put  into  a  glass  re- 
tains the  phosphoric  appearance  for  a  very  long  time. 

AmcMig  the  feathered  species,  I  observed  the  vultu^ 
aura.    The  feet  of  this  bird  are  very  different  from  those 
of  any  other ;  the  claws  are  thin  and  small,  and  the 
three  foremost  are  united  by  a  sort  of  half- web,  so  that 
to  judge  by  the  feet,  it  seems  to  belong  to  the  class  of 
marsh- birds,  but  according  to  tlie  bill,  it  ^ould  belong 
to  birds  of  prey.     I  was  told  that  a  soup  made  of  the 
flesh  of  this  bird  is  extremely  wholesome,  and  that  by 
taking  it  fireely,  all  diseases  of  the  body  have  a  tendency 
to  throw  themselves  out  upon  the  skin.    Perhaps  the 
flesh  itself  has  rather  a  propensity  to  creating  eruptions  of 
the  skin,  as  it  is  well  known  that  in  some  persons  straw- 
berries will  have  that  effect,  though  others  eat  them  in 
abundance  without  any  efect  WMtever    These  vul- 
tures are  p;regarious  ;  they  are  slow  in  flight,  and  f^^ 
upon  camon,  which,  in  company  with  the  ravens,  with 
wnom  they  live  upon  very  friendly  terms,  ftey  dc^our 
in  great  quantities. 

The  ariotus  phoeniccus  flies  about  the  houses  here  like 
sparrows  in  Europe.  The  oriohs  icterus^  ahnda  cal- 
mdraj  picus  auratusy  tetrix  cristatuSf  trochUus  mosf^' 
ttn^  and  others  of  this  species,  are  also  very  abundant- 
Of  tlie  coiibrts  there  area  great  number  in  sun}mer,but 
not  one  is  to  be  seen  in  winter.  It  is  universally^  said  here 
that  they  remain  in  a  torpid  state  all  the  winter^  whence 
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thqr  have  the  name  oTsaxaro  resuscitadfy  resurrection 
birds.  Of  water  and  marsb-birda  there'are  a  great  var« 
rieQr,  particularly  of  the  ardtaf  trwM^  seolojpKC,  peleca* 
nut^  iarui^  cofymbus^  mergaSj  and  anas  species.  In 
uraiter,  ^  number  dTwikf  geese  in  idle  boggy  plain  to 
the  south-east  of  die  bay  is  so  f^raty  diat  tMy  are  a  po* 
stive  nuisance  ;  they  do  great  injury  to  the  young  con^ 
tvhich  stands  the  winter,  and  are  so  impudent,  that  they 
are  scarcely  to  be  frightened  away  by  firing  simoog 
them.  Rajfaa/ptUa^mAia^^iieQxt^^ 
only  fish  that  iell  undtr  iny  observation. 
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CHAfTER  XT. 


J)epairtvft fhm  St.  Ptaneiseor-^SUfmtm  ^ihfn* 
nm$chleniks»-^Foyc^e  by  Sea  -^jthrimiM  Sicka,^ 
New  Events  that  ftMh^pened  there.— Arced  Pof* 
Hes  to  eaieh  Sea  Otters* — Stay  at  SU^ia. — Depcr- 
fare  from  thence  -^^rrival  at  JShAai*  -^Qenent 
Remarks  upon  that  Settlement. 

OUR  Commander,  the  Baron  Vdn  ttesanoff,  at 
kngth,  dfter  much  trouble  and  negociation,  succeeded 
in  getting  on  board  the  Juno  four  thousand -^o  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  measures  of  con%  With  a  brgc 
quantity  of  flour,  pease,  beans,  and  maize,  together  with 
a  few  casks  of  salted  meat  and  a  small  provision  of  salt^ 
soap,  tallow,  and  some  othar  articles.    For  all  this  be 

Sve  in  exchange  merchandise  to  the  amount  of  twenty' 
ir  thousand  Spanish  doUsura.  I  was  somewhat  sur* 
prized  that,  instead  of  so  very  large  a  prqKXtioo  of  corn, 
he  did  not  ratfier  take  more  salted  meat,  as  it  was  of  an 


eitcdlent  quality,  and  much  cb»iper.  It  b  however  a 
certain  fact,  that  a  Russian  always  prefers  a  piece  of 
bread  to  a  proportionate  quantity  of  meat,  and  M.  Von 
Resanoff  probably  thought  that  in  procuring  the  means 
of  having  plenty  of  bread  he  had  suporseded  all  other 
wants« 

The  PromQschkniksL  who  are  accustomed  at  Sitcha 
to  feed  only  on  fish^  and  the  fat  of  sea-dogs  and  whales, 
on  berries  and  saranna*  widi  sometimes  a  little  rice, 
found  their  health  very  much  recruited  from  being  W 
with  wholesome  meat  and  pobe,  and  were  soon  entirely 
cured  of  the  scurvy.  Afct  bullock  was  sufficient  to 
support  the  whole  crew  for  three  days,  and  it  cost  only 
four  Spanish  dollars  ;  indef^  so  great  was  theabun 
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much  ctieMer  to  feed  tbs  mkm  and  Fkomttadlleoikt 
witb  meat  than  with  vogjetaUet  or  pulae ;  «vtn  bf!ea4. 
was  deak  out  to  them  so  aoaringly  ^  tbftt  th^  at  laat  geew. 
Ivedof  having;  nothing  bitt  maat,  itod  began  la  k»]g 
lU'peaat,  beans,  or  Qtbcr  pulaei  by  w^  ofvarie^^ 
,  It  ^va%  in  trathi  not  a  httle  astotushhig  to  aae  the  ra» 
1^  e&ct  produced  b  our  people  by  a  chance  in  tbeiK 
dietr  Even  those  ^ho  when  they  kft  Sitdba  had  the 
scurvy  to  the  most  frighful  d^ee,  soon  afitf  our  at^ 
idval  at  St.  Francisco,  began  to  have  heahby  Gount»»' 
fiaiK)es,andina  formight  or  three  Weeks  thckr  colour  and 
strength  was  so  .perfectly  n^tared^  that  nobody  Qould 
hav«  supposed  them  the  same  people  who  had  left  tho 
^etttemaot  sueh  miserable,  pale,  lean,  emaciated  figures^ 
A  short  tioie  befiwe  our  departure  firon  St.  Fraaciaco^ 
some  of  them  wers  attacked  m  aalkht  degree  withinflaa»» 
matory  rheumatic  ft  verai  sotl^it  whan  we  sailedi  we  had ' 
fifteen  ofthecrewilt  I  but  the  iUneas  was  of  ve^  short 
dunitiap  i  they  wofo  aoon  able.  tQ  resume  their  busi* 
•iiess* 

Of^ the  tenth  of.May,  old.  stifer  ve  qukted  the  har^ 
bour  pf  Su  FraBCJsQQi  fuU  of  jj^titude  to  the  anijable^ 
6mily  of  Argodlo  for  all  the  Undneas  and  hQapitaliQr» 
we  bad  received  from .  them,  and  which  reaaaiaed  *  WW 
dinoinished,  notwithsiapding  the  length  of  our  st^.  T(h 
the  excellent  Governor  Don  Arrehiga,  who  had  so  kinc^ 
Vf  forwarded  our  views,  we  were  no  less  iodebled  h  fM 
must  l.omitto  acknowledge  the  fnendship  she%vn  ua  b]| 
the  mia^Niarits.  Among  them  (  must  particulari^MS 
^acher  Joseph  Vris^  and  pay  him  a  more  eapectal  tri« 
bute  of  acknowledgmort  for  tibe  many  ii^aanoes  of  be« 
lievolent  attention  that  he  shewed  us.  If  somciimel 
theremig^  be  .aa  ^psftaranoe  of  hisaotiEigfrom  inteieaU 
ed  motives,  this  was  a  fisature  in  his  character  wUchf 
under  the  drcumstmoes  of  his  situfition^  was  rather  tm 
his  honour  than  otherwise ;  wice  any  advantagea  ha 
might  deri\  e  froni  his  intercourse  with  us  could^npt  ha 
for  himself  personally,  they  could  be  only  for  the  chil- 
dren of  bis  adoption,  the  Indian  converts^ 


« 

I  It  WW  tboilt'fdur  in  the  aftenooii  Aat  Ac  ncbor 
was  raised,  and  we  got  under  way.  In  passing  the 
fbrt,  we  sainted  it  m  rai  seven  guns,  and  the  aalutation 
was  retwned  wiA  nine.  The  Governor,  with  the 
wHoie  fiitnily  of  Aiguello,  and  several  other  friends  and 
acquaintances,  had  coUected  themselves  at  the  fbrt^  and 
Wilted  U8  an  adieu  with  their  hats  and  pocket*bandker« 
obiefs. 

We  now  oonfiidered  ourselves  not  only  as  on  oar  re- 
tdm  to  Sitdia,  but  to  Europe,  and  thb  idea  ihoeased 
in  no  small  degree  our  spirits  and  animation.  At  our 
departure  we  weie  obliged  at  first  to  steer  dkectly  west- 
Ward,  on  account  of  the  wind  being  stea^  to  the  north- 
west. The  weather  was  variable,  sortietimes  clear, 
sometimes  cloudy  and  foggy ;  the  sea  was  very  dull^ 
and  for  the  firstthree  or  four  days  of  the  voyage  we 
sccarcely  saw  a  single  bird,  or  any  other  living  creature. 
The  eighteenth  was  the  first  day  lAer  our  leavidg  St. 
Francisco  that  the  wind  was  entirely  favourable  to  us : 
according  to  an  observation  taken  at  noon  we  were  then 
in  latitude  37^  49'  north,  longitude  132^  west  On 
the  fcdlowing  day,  we  saW  a  good  many  whales  and  tur- 
ties,  and  the  sea  was  quite  alive  with  sripe,- heroes,  and 
dther  sorts  of  moHusca.  Towtfds  evening  we' saw  se- 
tend  peterels  i  but  though  thev^ai^  always  considered 
^  Idle  fixeranners  c£  a  storm,  thei^ef  was  no  Appearance 
oiF  the  wind  riang.  .    v-  . 

^'  On  the  twenty-first,  I  was  a'tvakened  very  earlv  b  the 
looming  to  see  a  ne^v  and  most  ctirious  spectacle.  At 
the  distance  of  aboot  two  miles^  there  ai^>earBd  anex« 
tfaordinary  movement  in  the' sea,' as  if  we  had  been 
cear^a  reef  of  rocks  on  which  the  surge  veas  breaking 
with  great  force.'  ^On  a  more  accurate  examination^ 
Uswever,  we  ascdtait^  it  to  be  occi^ned  bf  an  im* 
tnense  shoal  of  seals  to  the  amoiint  of  many  thousands, 
wHdi  came  ivMi  the  ti<nrth-%vest,  and  were  swimming 
In  a  south-easterly  direction.  As  for  as  we  could 
judge  by  their  m^niier  of  suimmhig,  and  by  wliat\'\e 
oould  see  of  them,  as  ^hcy  frequently  raised  their  heads 
considerably  above  the  water,  tliey  appeared  to  be  ihe 
speaics  to  which  is  given  the  namff  of  sea-b?ars,  p.hom 


fo^iufe.  Tfieoomoy  extend  sod)' a  Icdgth'cf'way, 
^t  it  occupied  a  line  of  iuil  two  «a«miks.  This  phe» 
nomenbn  appeared  to  nie  the  more  extraordinary,  as  I 
iiad  hitherto  believed  ^ese  animals  always  to  move 
nordiwards  at  the' apjmach  pf  summer,  and  to  return 
agaiaftdward  the  south  against  winter;  it  is  ^eii  now 
at  thbimomeDt  an  eni^a  to  me  whenoe  they  came,  Md 
whither  they  were  gbiii^.  It  seems  ndi  altogether  imi^ 
possible,  that,  alarmed  at  the  attacks  made  upon  theid 
by  ^  Russian  Pramiischleniks,  they  were  friglrtened 
aw^y  from  their  usual  summer  abode  in  the  north,  and 
were  seeking  an  asylum  elsewhere ;  or  was  ii  that  they 
wer6  inhabitants  t^i  sonie  hitherto  undiscovered  island 
in  this  neighbourhood?  '  '^ 

On  thesame  morning  I  observed  another  v^  remark^ 
able  'phenomenon.  The  current  of  wind  at  dtffereni 
heights  in  the  air- was  very  disproportionate*  The  sed 
was  perfectly  calm,  and  aknost  as  smooth-asf  gkiss,  and 
the  lower  sa3s  hung  totally*  loose  whil^e  the  upper  nmtt 
so  filled  with  whid,  th^a  by  means  tX  them-  alone  wt$ 
ran  at  die  i^te  of  six  miles  an  hour.  Th^  wind  Was 
aouth-west,  and  the  thermometer  stood  at  13^.  W«i 
were  then  in  latitude  39^  49',  tongimdi  ISS®. 

From  thetiventy-secondoF  May,  weproceededsevenA 
days  with  a&^urable  sbuth-west  wind,  Itmid*  alternate 
^bqwers,  squalls  of  wmd,  thunder  aiid  lighthing^  fc^ 
and  sunshine ;  while  the  great  diflference  in  the  degree  of 
warihtb,  the  thermometer  being  now  only'  at  six  and  a 
hial^  pbinly  indicated  that  we  wcregettmg  ifito  morit 
nordiem  regions. "  From  die  twen^-sixdi  we  had  again^ 
for  tiie  most  part,  north  and  nordi-west  winds.  On  the 
twenty-eighm  we;  \try  uneirpecte^^,  saw  Cape  Sti 
Jaines,  the  southmi  ppint  of  Qaeen  Charlotte's  Island  r 
a  current  had,  most  pmbikbly,  carried  us  ^irther  norths 
wardsrthan  we  were -aware.  We  had  not  at  this  mo> 
ment  ar^'of  thfe  usual  signs  of  being  near  land,*  ^tr  8a# 
not  a  single  bird,  nor  a 'morsel  of  s^.  weed  It  may^ 
however,  happen  sometimes  that  a  vessel  mny  ^  be  near 
the  coast  without  any  of  the  usual  signs  offend  api^ear- 
log,  while oa  th^  ot^er  band,  tlie  usual  signs  of  bein^ 
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jiei^boiirhQOfi  of  any. ,  *  ^ 
;  Od  the  tH'cnty^Qimh,  during  a  perfisct  calm,  tbe  snr- 
jbce  of  tbe  sea  was  overspread  with  an  oSv  appeaFBnoti 
wluch  we  had  no  doubt  proceeded  bom  the  numbef  of 
whales  about  the  vesaeL  There  were  also  great  qoao* 
iSties  of  aca-weed  floating  around  ua,,  and  gre^  Dam* 
bersofmoUuscaof  diwrent  kinds:  we  wete  now  in 
die  fiftieth  d^;ree  of  latitude.  The  calm  continued  for 
femal  4ay%and  it  was  not  till  the  fifth  ctf  June  that  a 
foud)  west- wind  arose.  On  the  following  afternoon  we 
discovered  land»  which  we  supposed  to  be  Cape  Om< 
fnuney,  the  soudmi  point  of  the  Archipelago  of  King 
George  the  Third.  This  cape  is  also  known  by  the 
nameoTQape  Tschiriko£    Our  observation,  at  oooni 

£ve  55 '  3"  north  latitude^  137^  western  longitude.  Oh 
^seventh  we  saw,,  at  a  great  dbtance^  in  a  very  clear 
horizon,  a  high  chain  of  hills,  and  were  convinml,  b; 
fa  observation  taken  at  noon,  which  gave  us  56^  49  !»• 
titude,  that  a  high  rounded  peak  we  had  constantlj  had 
CD  view  the  whole  morning,  suid  supposed  to  be  some 
4etachtxl  island,  was  Mount  Edgecaunbe^  m^ch  bounds 
die  entrance  of  Norlblk  Sound.  Oa  the  eigtuh,  io  tbe 
ffteniooPi  when  we  were  widim  twenty  or  tweatyi^ 
aea-mUes  onlyof  theftussian  aettfement,  a  dead  calm 
came  on.  Wefirod  severalgunsi  and  hk  tbe  evening  sav 
iome  baidarkas  coming  towaids  us :  tbe  rowers  lookfid 
hke  living-  skeletons,  they  were  so  starved  and  tbioi  anil 
fivmed  a  striking  contrast  witbthe  plua^  wdlftd  saiion 
we  broug^  with  us  Grom  St.  jEjrancisoo^ 

Bemg,  in  the  first  Dbice,  anxious  for  news,  and  to 
know  what  bad  passed  at  the  aetdenient  during  our  abt 
fence,  we  received  the  Mowing  inteUignce.  That  ten 
inen  had  died  in  a  most  wretched  state  widi  tbe  scurvyi 
^nce  our  d^paiture ;  that  the  ship  £lUsabeth,  which  was 
aent  to  Kodiak»  as  rebted  in  the  fourth  chiq>ter,  had 
been  ^vfecked  as  it  came  out  of  the  harbour,  and  both 
vessel  dnd  cargo  were  entirely  losl^  the  crew  alone  n  ere 
saved ;  that  the  Russians  and  Aleutians^  at  Jakatak  or 
Bchring  s  Bciy,  h^d  hieen  fallen  ppoi)  by  the  Kalascliian* 
and  were  all  massacrt-d,   and  for  want  of  rc^^yls  ap^l 
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bands  ^  sftdement  had  be^  abandoned,  no  one  hav^ 
in^been  ne&r  it  for  two  years. 

During  our  absenee  a  ship  had  arrived  at  Sitchi 
from  Boston  in  New  England,  under  the  command  qf 
Captain  Wmmhip.  ^th  this  captaiir  the  Russio* 
American  Compar^  had  made  an  agreement  that  he 
should  have  ftfty-two  baidarkas  and  more  than  a  hun« 
dred  Aleutians  placed  at  his  disposal,  to  accompany 
him  to  tfie  coast  of  New  Albion,  north  of  the  Spanish 
settlements^  and  catch  a  cai^o  of  sea-otters  at  half  thtf 
usual  price  Thms  did  the  Russians  endeavour  to  supi^ 
ply  dieir  want  of  ships  and  men,  and  to  extend,  by  nevir 
means,  die  circle  of  their  valuable  fishery  for  sea-ottcrsJ 
A  smaH  ship  of  about  sixty  tons,  the  keel  of  which  had 
been  laid  down  some  months  befcxie,  we  learnt  was  not 
yet  finished,  though  tlurty  or  forty  men  had  been  con-^ 
stanthr  at  work  at  it  the  whole  winter. 

Qf  a  large  prty  for  Catching  sea-otters,  consisting  c^ 
an  hundred  and  forty  baidarkas,  and  near  three  hundred 
Aleutians,  which  was  sent  from  Sitcha  to  Kodiak  in 
November,  1805,  no  tidii^  whatever  had  been  beards 
According  to  the  latest  accounts  from  Kodiak,  the  par* 
ty  had  never  arrived  there,  and  there  was  the  greatest 
season  to  apprehend  that  they  had  all  been  sacrificed  to 
the  hatired  and  vengeance  of  the  Kaluschaans. 

Iftthe  time  of  Vancouver's  expedition,  many  parties 
of  the  same  kind,  and  even  more  numerous,  were  sent 
inquest  of  sea- otters.  Thb  navigator  met,  amon^ 
pthers,  a  flotilla,  which,  according  to  the  assertion  ^ 
die  commander,  a  Russian,  by  name  Portoff,  consisted 
of  seven  bundled  baidarkas  and  fourteen  hundred  Aleu- 
tians. Thb  instance  may  serve  to  shew  how  much  the 
country  has  been  depopulated  within  twenty  years ;  at 
present  the  Russio-American  Company,  in  all  their 
settlements,  cannot  muster  four  hundred  txiidarkas. 

The  unfortunate  partv  above  mentioned,  was  the 
most  numerous  that  had  been  collected  in.  ttie  pR*sent 
times.  After  passing  the  summer  in  Chatham  Street 
and  Cross  Sound,  catching  sea- otters,  they  were  sent  in 
October  to  Kodiak,  that  is  to  say,  thty  were  to  fihh  nil 
Slong  the  coast  by  Prince  William's  Souftd  and  ^6(AJ9^ 
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Biver,  as  fiff  as  the  fifty-seventh  degree  of  latitude,  and 
then  return  southwards  to  Kodiak*  They  were  conse- 
quendj  to  perform  a  voyage  of  sixteen  d^;rees  of  Idd- 
gitude^  comprehending  also  three  degrees  of  Uititude, 
and  return  again  the  same  distance,  in  their  frail  leather 
canoes,  and  that  too  at  a  time  when  the  wbter  was  al- 
ready pret^  far  advanced.  The  consequence  was,  tiut 
the  greater  part  of  them,  as  we  afterwards  learnt,  \\eit 
lost  in  the  storms  that  rage  in  these  parts  at  that  time  of 
the  year,  or  starved  to  death  with  the  cold :  only  thiiif 
baidarkas,  and  about  sixty  men  were  saved. 
*  This  practice  c^  sending  the  Aleutians  in  parties  to 
catch  sea-otters  has  cost  great  numbers  thdr  lives,  and 
is  a  principal  cause  of  the  depopulation  of  the  Aleutian 
Islands.  Even  if  the  parties  be  successful,  and  the 
poor  creatures  at  length  return,  the  excessive  frtigitf 
they  have  undergone  by  continual  rowing  and  odier  ex- 
ertion, commonly  ends  in  inflammation  upon  die  liuigs^ 
from  the  e&cts  of  which  they  die  sooner  or  later.  Full 
of  the  news  we  had  received,  which  w^s  not  indeed  of  a 
very  satisfactory  nature,  we  entered  New  Archangd 
very  early  in  the  morning,  on  the  ninth  of  June. 

Lieutenant  Maschin,  who  commanded  the  ship  M^ 
tta,  had,  before  our  departure,  received  orders  to  potpait 
his  vessel  for  sailing  the  beginning  of  May,  to  Ocbotsk, 
to  carry  Captain  Du  olf  thither  according  to  the  agree- 
fnent  made  with  him  Upon  the  purchase  of  his  ship  the 
Juno,  and  her  cargo.  To  our  great  surprise,  hovievo, 
«t  our  return  we  found  the  Maria  and  our  American 
friend  still  here ;  the  latter  appeared  exceedingly  dissa- 
tisfied at  having  been  detained  so  long,  losing  his  timr 
for  no  purpose  whatever.  Lieutenant  Maschin  justified 
himself  by  complaining,  on  his  side,  that  the  ruling 
powers  would  not  allow  him  the  hands  requisite  for  na* 
vigating  the  ship,  which  alone  prevented  his  sailing,  as 
die  vessel  had  longbeen  ready. 

On  our  arrival,  Captain  D wolf  applied  intipediately 
to  M.  Von  Resanoff,  urging  him,  as  the  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  Russio*  American  Company,  to  fulfil  die  agree. 
ment  which  had  been  nxAc  with  him  the  Septemlxr 
^fore,  relative  to  his  being  transported  to  Ask*   After 
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many  ^ns  brii^  formed  and  refected,  it  was  at  length 
determined  that  a  small  vessel  of  forty-two  tons,  the 
Rossiislaff,  should  be  placed  entirely  at  his  disposal,  in 
which  he  mieht  go  to  Kodiak,  and  there  take  in  a  pilot 
to  navigate  the  vessd  the  rest  of  the  voyage.  In  case 
he  should  find  in  hb  way  to  Kodiak  that  tte  vessel  was 
too  amall  to  answer  hb  purpose,  he  could  then  wait  for 
the  Maria,  whidi  was  to  sail  in  another  week,  and  touch 
at  that  island  in  her  way  to  Ochotsk.  All  the  necessary 
orders  for  carrying  this  amement  into  execution  were 
immediately  given,  and  Captain  Dwolf  used  so  much 
dispatch  in  preparing  the  ship  for  sailing,  and  taking  in 
^  necessary  supplies  of  provisions,  wood,  and  water, 
that  in  three  days  she  was  ready  to  depart. 

An  was  now  busde  and  activity  at  Sitcha.  The 
Juno  was  unloaded,  and  M.  Von  Boanoff,  the  superin* 
tendentof  the  Russio- American  Company  rejoiced  ex« 
oeedingly  at  seeing  the  laige  provision  of  com  brought 
by  the  Chamberlain.  He  only  r^retted  that  there  was 
no  mills  in  die  setdement  to  grind  it ;  a  circumstance 
which  had  never  occurred  to  our  Commander  when  he 
made  lus  purchases.  The  corn  was  therefore  in  part 
eaten  roasted,  after  the  fashion  of  the  Indians  in  New 
Cahforoia ;  partly  boiled  in  soup,  instead  of  oatmeal  or 
rice. 

The  building  of  die  new  ship  mentioned  above,  the 
keel  of  which  had  been  laid  the  autumn  before,  now 
proceeded  with  the  utmost  diligence,  so  that  a  prospect 
appeared  of  her  beine;  entirely  finished  in  a  few  weeka^ 
She  was  called  the  Awos.^  M.  Von  Resanoff  resolv* 
ed  to  remain  at  Sitcha,  till  she  was  finished,  and  having 
appointed  Lieutenant  Davidoff  to  die  command  of  her^ 
he  purposed  going  himself  in  the  Juno,  under  the  com- 
m2uid  of  Lieutenant  Schwostoff,  accompanied  by  the 
Awos  to  Ochotsk. 

The  political  situation  of  New  Archangel  was  at  thi^ 
moment  very  (:riticid.  Certain  intelligence  was  receiv- 
ed that  a  few  daya  before  the  return  of  the  Juno,  the 
Kaluschians  had  assembled  in  greaf  numbers  in  their 

«  That  19,  the  Perhafisn 
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fortress  with  the  intention  of  storming  the  Russiah  sS* 
tlement,  and  murdering  all  the  inhabitants.  The  ub* 
expected  arrival  of  the  Juao,  however,  alarmed  them^ 
and  deterred  them  from  prosecuting  the  attempt;  bat 
it  was  not  abandoned  witliout  threats  that  it  ncii^tt 
carried  into  execution  at  a  future  period*,  tt  was  knovD 
besides  that  four  baidarkas»  which  had  been  sent  in 
search  of  the  unfortunate  sea-otter  party^had  fiBen  into 
their  hands,  and  that  six  persons  had  tieen  sacrificed  to 
their  vengeance.  A  great  deal  of  discontent  also  rdgrw 
ed  at  this  time  among  the  Russian  Promiiachleaiksi 
Most  of  them  were  now  in  A  state  of  conyidescence  from 
^e  scurvy,  pardy  owing  to  the  seasori  being  moit  &• 
vourable,  partly  from  being  thuch  better  led  By  neans 
of  die  supplies  we  had  brought.  Thdr  chief  causes  of 
complaint  were  the  extreme  hard  labour  to  wiqch  they 
were  kept,  and  the  scanty  portions  of  fresh  fish  dealt 
out  to  them,  notwithstanding  the  iAiinenae  cj^tities 
that  were  constandy  taken.  As  they  laid  a  fomiid  com- 
plaint  to  this  effect  before  the  Chamberlain,  he  gave  or- 
ders that  they  should  be  excused  all  work  whatever  the 
next  day,  and  do  nothing  the  whole  day  Idng  but  pt 
fresh  fish. 

I,  for  my  part,  had  been  long  enou^  at  Sitcha.  Tired 
of  living  i]^n  &h^  sheU-fiab, and  sea-dogs,  Ibad fcr 
some  time  oetermined  that  I  would  depart  widithe  first 
ship  that  should  sail  tot  Europe ;  and  this  determinatloi) 
I  had  already  combtmicated  to  M.  Von  Kesanoff. 
I'hough  there  was  nodui^  veiv  tismnting  m  the  vessel 
now  awarded  to  Captain  Dwolf,  wEicn  was  biiilt  by  the 
l^romiischleniks  of  America,  and  of  only  for^^two  tons 
burthen,  yet  rather  than  remain  an  hour  longer  than  was 
necessary  at  Sitcha,  1  determined  upon  adhering  toiny 
resolution,  and  agreed  to  zcodmpmy  hinit  notwitost^ 
ing  the  many  frioidly  remonstrances  made  mempontbc 
subject  by  several  different  persons.  Indeed  it  must  be 
owned  that  this  was  rather  a  snudl  vessel  to  traverse  an 
extent  of  eighty  degrees  of  longitude^  and  sixteen  of 
latitude,  the  distance  between  Sitdia  and  OcbotsL  1^ 
Chamberlain,  not  wishingtoput  any  constraintupon  mc^ 
Tumished  me  with  the^^ieoessar}'  papers  and  reoommen' 
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^rtionylo  Ochotsk^  Js^jk^tsk,  l^utdc,  and  other  plates 
an  ipy  itmt^,  and  thus  prepared^  I  d€^>arted  from  Sitcha 

8^'  1  th^  mneteoith  of  June,  in  company  with  my  finlend 
^  detain  Dwolf,  an^  ten  sailors ;  three  of  the  latter  were 
tiatives  of t^  fbiiiKula  of  Alaksa.  Seldom  has  a  TV 
Stum  been  sung  with  warmer  feelings  of  gratitude  than 
1  felt  upon  this  occasion ;  i  seemed  inspired  with  new 
^,  I  felt  as  tf  I  breathed  more  freely  when  I  had  com- 
]^kt^ly  lost  sight  0^  Mount  Edgecumbe. 

Tie  wind  and  weather  were  at  first  by  no  means  &* 
Tpur^bje.  The  almost  constant  north- wtet,  and  south* 
westwmds,  or  calms,  which  prevented  oiir  making 
l&uch  progress^  would  have  rendered  our  voyage  very 
wearisome  and  ermuyeuxj  if  we  had  not  occasional^ 
made  little  parties  in  the  baid^rkas  we  carried  with  us, 
to  put^ue  any  thing  that  came  in  our  way.  Almost 
(eveiT  day  we  saw  a  quaotiQr  of  sea- weed  and'  some 
whales.  Thp  sea  ^as  very  irregular ;  the  short  waves 
which  seemed  to  mirtle  against  each  other,  were  proba« 
bly  occa^oned  by  the  wind  being  in  oppo^tion  to  a 
strong  aea  current.  TTje  latter,  whep  we  were  in  the 
neighbourhood,  carried  us  in  twenty-four  hours  between 
fifteen  and'  twenty  sea-miles  southwards :  along  the 
coast  of  America ;  however,  as  far  as  Cook's  River,  it 
aeems  to  set  to  the  north. 

In  dus  voyage,  and  quite  out  at  sea,  I  saw  the  follow*. 
Ing  birds :— ^/ra  arctica^  alca  cirrhata^  proceUariafur- 
cata^  procellaria  gmcialis,  proceUaria  (xqumoctialis  and 
diomeaea  exulans:  At  the  distance  of  between  tWenty 
and  thirty  sea-niiles  from  the  coast,  were  the  following 
among  several  oth^rS'-^Pelecanus  viohceus^  colymbus 
gfyll^i  coltfmbjis  troile^  larus  furct^s^  and  sterna  htrun- 
dp.  * 

It  was  not  till  the  sixteenth  of  July  that  we  first  saw 
tand^  and  the  hei&t  dn},  towarcls  noon,  we  cast  anchor  in 
^  iiew^arbour  of  Kodiak.  My  old  acquaintance,  M. 
Bander,  met  us  upon  the  shore,  and  received  us  with 
the  utmost  hospitality.  To  my  great  concern  he  in- 
Termed  me  of  the  sudden  death  of  his  belo\  ed  w  ife,  the 
lady  whose  knowledge  in  gardening  a!id  cookery  1  have 
celebrated  so  much  in  the  account  of  my  former  visit 
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here.  She  seemed  U)  have  fallen  a  victim  to  the  spl. 
ritudus  liquors  brought  by  the  Neva ;  not  by  drmking 
of  them  to  excess,  but  her  constitutioa  was  naturally  not 
strong,  and  having  been  kmg  wholly  unaccuatoincd  to 
spirits,  even  the  smallest  quantity  was  iqorious  to  her. 
She  had  now  been  dead  some  months. 

Though  the  well-laid  plan  of  M.  Von  Resanoff  was 
somewhat  disconcerted  by  this  loss,  it  had  contributed 
not  a  little  to  die  consolation  of  M.  Brader,  and  to  the 
alleviation  of  hb  sorrows.  One  of  the  young  girls, 
educated  by  thedeoeased  Madame  Bander,  hao,intbe 
meantime,  so  eittended  her  knowledge  in  household  ac- 
eomplbhments,  that  in  most  instances  she  was  able  to 
replace  her. 

The  settlement  of  Kodiak  is  already,  in  a  coosidera- 
ble  da^;ree,  known  to  the  reader  from  the  notices  con- 
tained in  the  third  chapter.  It  was  founded  by  Qtcpxj 
Schelikoff.  The  bland  b  large,  and  was  fbnncriy  vety 
populous;  it  is  surrounded  by  cockS|  some  ii%ha, 
some  lower,  intersected  with  many  creeks,  bays,  and 
harbours.  The  intnior  of  the  island  consists  01  alter- 
nate mountains  and  vallies,  hilb  and  plains*  The  dj- 
itiate  is  infinitely  milder  than  might  be  expected,  and  it 
seems  as  if  the  eternally  snow*clad  mountains  and  gla- 
.ciers  of  Alaksa  keep  the  cold  off  from  Kodiak.  Breed- 
ing  cattle  has,  under  the  care  of  M.  Von  Baranoff  suo  ' 
ceeded  extremely,  but  hitherto  the  Russians  only,  and 
not  the  Aleutians,  have  received  any  advantage  from  it. 
If  there  were  more  labourers,  and  some  persons  well  ac- 
quainted with  husbandry  to  direct  their  labours,  there  is 
MO  doubt  but  that  the  soil  would  be  very  productive. 
The  potatoes  planted  here  make  very  large  returns: 
care  only  should  be  taken  to  procure  seed  of  a  better 
quality.  Some  Promiischleniks  have  already  appii^ 
themselves  to  agriculture,  but  I  must  observe,  witn  deep 
regret  that  they  had  got  a  very  wretched  ploMgh,  and 
that  instead  of  oxen  the  miserable  Aleutians  were  com- 
pelled to  draw  it.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  the 
stewards  of  the  Directory  at  St.  Petersburgh  do  not , 
tluiik  proper  to  interfere  in  these  and  the  like  detestable  ^ 
oracticrs* 
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In  the  countries  that  I  have  seen,  where  negro  slaves 
are  employed  in  the  labour,  great  care  is  taken  to  feed 
them  well,  and  keep  them  in  health,  bince  they  must  be 
purchased  at  a  high  price ;  but  the  case  is  otherwise 
here.  The  poor  vanquished  and  enslaved  Aleutians 
are  ill-fi^,  ilUclothed,  and  perpetually  thrown  into  situ- 
ations where  their  lives  are  in  danger  ;  they  are  depriv* 
ed  of  all  their  property,  and  are  commonly  governed  by 
Promuschleniksi  who  art  for  the  most  part  criminals 
from  Siberia :  under  all  these  circumstances  the  depopu- 
lation must  advance  rapidly.  Scarcely  any  of  the  na« 
tiv^  ideutians  are  to  be  seen,  excepting  superannuated 
old  men,  with  u  omen  and  children :  the  men  capable  of 
working  are  sent  continually  on  hunting  parties  for  sea* 
otters,  and  are  thus  separated  from  meir  families  for 
months  together. 

ThesetUement  at  Kodiak  has,  by  degrees,  assumed 
the  appearance  of  an  European  village ;  it  contains  about 
thirty  dwelling  houses,  a  church,  warehouses  ibr  mer- 
chandize, barracks,  workshops  for  mechanical  trades, 
&c.  &C.  In  the  latter  years  a  school  has  also  been 
erected,  and  it  certainly  does  honour  to  tlie  Russio- A- 
merican  Company  that  they  have  made  such  a  provision 
for  instructing  the  rising  generation,  in  religion,  in  read- 
ing, in.  writing,  abcounts,  mathematics,  and  Other  ui>e- 
>  ful  branches  of  knowledge.  The  best  intentions  may 
however  often  be  attended  with  unfortunate  consequen- 
ces, and  this  appears  to  be  tlie  case  here.  M.  Von  Re* 
sanoff,  in  establishing  the  school,  forgot  to  make  any 
proper  provision  for  feeding  the  scholars,  the  number  of 
whom  b  about  seventy.  While  these  youtlis  were  at 
homo  with  iheir  parents  they  were  employed  in  catching 
fish  and  sea-dogs,  and  thus  contributed  towards  the 
support  of  their  families  and  of  the  Company,     Now 

'  occupied  with  their  studies,  tliere  has  been  in  many. 
places,  the  whole  summer  through,  much  less  fish  taken 
than  formerly  ;  besides  this,  the  supplies  delivered  to 
the  Juno  for  the  support  of  the  seulement  at  Sitcha,  and 
the  loss  of  the  ship  Elizabeth,  so  dimirtibhed  the  stores 

*  of  provisions  at  Kodiak,  that  there;  was  really  a  scarcity, 
•    and  during  the  whoffi  winter,  the  school  boys  were  jie- 
cessarily  kept  extremelj*  short  of  I'ikkIv  ^ 
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However  laudable  tberefore  the  idea  of  dus  school 
xnay  appear,  and  however  impor^t  k  is  that  the  Aleu- 
tians  should  be  instructed  in  religion  and  good  monls,  J 
cannot  help  contemplatbg  the  viikoip  matter  in  a  vo}' 
different  point  of  view  from  what  appears  cm  die  fice  of 
it.  Why  must  the  Aleutians  be  inducted  iQreadSn|, 
writings  and  bdier  acquisitions  of  the  like  kindt  Kodi- 
al^  is  at  present  extremdy  depopulated ;  instead  of  die 
little  remnant  of  the  youth  being  instructed  in  the  use  of 
the  bow  ktid  arrow,  arid  in  rowmg,  of  their  bdn^  taught 
to  fish,  to  catch  sea-doga,  and  to  become  labonbus  w 
useful  citizens,  they  are  aU  taught  to  read,  to  wiite>  sod 
cast  accounts.;  they  are  taught  madiematics,  geogra- 
phy, and  the  French  language.  They  are,  in  srat^ 
educated  and  taught  accontplishmen^  after  lik  Euro- 
pean fashion,  and  in  a  few  years  there  will  not  be  a  young 
'  Aleutian  remaining  who  will  go  barefooted  winter  and 
summer,  defying  the  cold,  to  catch  fish  or  in  pursuit  of 
whales,  sea-dogs,  sea-lions,  and  sea-otters,  what  will 
the  Companv  then  do  with  their  learned  Aleutians,  or 
where  w  ill  they  find  people  to  go  upon  these  eitaploy- 
ments  so  necessary  for  the  general  support  of  the  com-* 
munity  ?  These  perverted  ideas  had  already  taken 
deep  root,  while  the  principal  direction  at  St  Peters- 
burgh  was  still  ignorant  that  the  genps  had  ^cgan  to 
appear. 
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Set^tureJromJto&ak.-^ScheKkoff'^s  Straiis.'^  Coast 
cf  AlttkMf'^Bay  tf  Kukak. — DeseriptUfn  of  the 
People  (mfi  iheir  Hmtations. — Departure  from  Ku^ 
AiAr,  and  Voyage  to  Oanalashka.'^ccowU  of  a  New 
Isbmdbtebf  /Ofmed  in  this  Neighbourhood. — JDe* 
parture  from  Oonala^a^  and  ComtmuUion  tfthe 
^ojfoge.-^ObUged  to  tFtnterat  £amschatfca.-'--Ar* 
rival  in  the  Barbour  qfSt.  Peter  and  St.  Pout. 

ll AVi^G  received  an  ample  suppiv  of  fresh  meati 
fi^Ir,  wood,  and  water,  through  the  kindness  of  M • 
Bander,  and  the  pilot  which  had  been  promised  tm 
Captain  Dwplf  having  come  on  board,  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  July  we  left  Kodiak  to  proceed  on  our  voyage* 
A  strong  south-east  wind  rendered  it  impossible  ior  us 
to  doubk  Cape  Greville,  so  that  our  pilot  itcoihniended 
SteeHng  northwards,  apd  going  through  the  channel  that 

Sarates  die  island  of  iTodi^  frpm  the  peninsula  of 
iksa,  known  by  the  name  of  Schelikoff  ^s  Stfaits# 
Three  of  our  sailors  being  natives  pf  Alaksa,  were  con- 
sequently  well  acquainted  with  these  stf  aits,  and  they 
assured  us  that  the  navigation  was  perfectly  free  and 
t>afe. 

XiCaving  the  island  of  Kodiak  therefore  to  the  west 
and  south-west,  we  sailed  northwards  between  that  and 
Uie  two  Uttk  islands  of  Jellowa  (Fir-island)  and  A(^k* 
nak. ,  ^This  passage  is  not  more  than  a  sea- mile  in 
breadth,  but  so  deepi  that  the  largest  ships  may  sail 
tlirough  it  in.  perfect  safety.  Opposite  to  the  middle 
ef  the  entrancei  at  the  distance  of  several  sea- miles,  lie  a 
cluster  of  rocks,  which  may  easily  be  avoided  with  a 
irtlerabie  wind.    The  cuireht  of  the  ebb  and  flow  is 


496  VOYAGE   inoU   ISODIAS    TO  OONAXA8HKA« 

% 

vny  tiiffingk  We  litre  constrained  by  a  cabu  to  run 
in  the  evening  into  a  bay  on  the  nordi-eastem  ade  d 
the  channel,  and  cast  anchor  in  driit  fathom  water. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-filthy  we  again  pro* 
ceedcd  forwards  along  the  channel,  which  stretched  di* 
tecdy  from  east  to  westf  and  is  bounded  to  the  north  by 
die  island  of  Jellowa,  to  the  south  by  Kodiak,  and  to 
the  north-west  by  Aphoknak. 

After  steering  between  three,  ^nd  four  sea-miks$- 
itctly  to  the  west,  a  large  bay  opened  upon  us ;  Ae 
coast  of  Kodiak,  ^hich  we  followed,  formed  itadfil* 
temately  into  creeks  and  harbours.  Farther  tD  the 
north-east  we  saw  sortie  islands,  the  narne^  of  which  we 
never  could  learn,  and  between  these  and  Kodiak  the 
entrance  of  a  strait,  which  leads  into  the  spacioiis  chao* 
nel  called  Schelikoff's  Straits.  NotwithsttDidii^  that 
the  channel  was  now  full  two  miles  over,  the  cumot 
was  much  stronger  than  in  several  of  the  narrower  parts* 
Durmg  the  whole  night,  and  for  a  great  part  of  the  oext 
day,  we  were  constrained  by  contrary  winds  to  cruiie 
about  a  widely-extended  bay,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  mouth  of  Schelikoflf's  Straits,  and  every  where  a- 
long  the  shoie  we  found  good  anchorage.  We  could 
not  iielp  being  surprised,  that  since  we  quitted  thehar- 
bour  of  Kodiak,  we  had  never  seen  any  signs  of  habita- 
tions or  iidiabitanta,  neither  along  the  coast  of  the  pen- 
insula, or  upon  any  of  the  islands* 

At  length,  in  the  pight,  a  &vourable  wind  sprung  up, 
so  that  by  break  of  day  we  entered  Schdikoff's  Scraits: 
this  passage  in  the  narrowest  parts  is  about  fortjr  vasts 
in  breadtnl  The  favourable  wind  in  which  we  had  re* 
joiced  so  much  was  of  no  long  duration :  in  a  few 
hours  we  wexe  again  tcxrmented  with  a  strong  soodi- 
west  wind,  which  at  length  rose  into  a  vident  storm,  so 
that  we  were  obliged  to  run  for  shelter  into  aneigh- 
bouring  bay.  The  Alaksans,  whom  we  bad  on  board 
as  sailors,  assured  us  diat  on  the  southern  shore  of  their 
peninsula  there  vrert  several  very  good  harbours;  a- 
mong  them,  that  of  Kukak  to  the  n^rth-east,  and  Kar- 
luk  to  the  north- west,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Straits,  the; 
^nid,  ^were  to  be  particularly  recommended*    We  ther* 


* 


Ibre  directed  out  eocir^  bnder  a  Ulimi-sail  to  the  spaci- 
oils  bay  of  Knkalc,  wfaidi  lies  tb  ^  north  of  the  island 
Aphoknak.  in  the  aAesrnoon,  having  reached  the  still 
iRmter  in  4us  bay,  ^  had  scarcely  cast  anchor  before 
(ome  baidarkas  came  towards  our  ship,  which  being 
the  first  tibat  had  ever  run  in  here,  of  course  excited  the 
attention  tyf  Ae  iidiabicams  that  lived  near  the  shorcf. 
These  peopAe  diflbr  very  iktte  in  their  external  appeal^ 
•aficefrom  the  natives  erf*  Kodiak,  eKcepting  tliat  tiie«men 
do  not  phick  out  the  hair  6f  their  beards,  but  cfip  tfiem 
in  the  old  SpaniA  fSisMon  into  small  mustachios  be* 
twe^  the  nose  and  chin,  and  leavtf  onty  a  small  part  of 
^  beard  in  die  middle  of  the  chin. 

A  friendly  confidence  and  an  unusual  kindness  61 
:lieart  vi^as  conspicuous  in  the  behaviour  of  Iheae  people. 
They  conducted  us  into  tlic  inner  bay,  where  wc  cast 
dndiif  in  Ae  everting  about  eight  o'dock^  on  a  stony 
bottoiii  in  six  feet  water,' and  were  enllrelf  shdlMd  from 
the  aoudi^west  windL  The  guate,  however,  that  camp 
every  now  and  then  over  the  neSghboorkig  hiUa,  excit* 
ed  so  much  apprehension  in  Captain  'Dwotf,  that  he 
thought  it  pradent  to  throw  out  a  seccMid  anchor. 

Early  mt  ngK^^^i.iofniAg  we  wtie  visited  by  several 
of  onr  aG<}u|iintanGeofthe*ev^ingbelbre.  Every  oqe 
brought  his  wifewiA  Mm,  to  treat  -her  with  a  sight  <lf 
such  very  umisud  gue8b;<and  an  Edrbpean  ah^  Two 
young  gkls  had  got  iifto  tfee  inside  of  a  twa-seated  bat* 
«darka,  and  when  we  thought  ^it  quite  empty,  we  saw 
their  heads  on  a  sudden  poppiMl  out  at  the  bales  lo  atare 
at  us.  Both  the  men  and  women  upon  our  invitati<m 
cafne  on  board  without  any  appfdbMsioii^  >and  iMmglte 
us  fresh  fish,  whh  many  tnlfeig  6bj«bta»  auob  as  bi^ 
made  of  the  windpipes  ^1[)irds  and  $ead€^  or  offish- 
skin,  tluead  and  slings  for  arrows  made  of  the  Midons 
of  whales^ndrein-dra',  very  neat  baskets,  caps  of  we^t- 
sd-^his,  ornaments  for  the  lips  and  «ars,  he  he  Whid^ 
they  bartered  for  tobacoo,  glass  beads,  and  needleti 
The  traffic  was  carried  on  v^ithout  the  least  Aftculty^ 
'and  seemed  to  give  entire  satisfaction  to  both  parties. 

As  the  ymA  eohttnued  to  be  tempestuous^  so  that  we 
«*6>uld  not  Venture  to  leave  our  shebnadl  .ancboi^t 

R  r  2  V    ' 
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Cipttfin  Pwdif  ana*  toofc  ad^mUMM  ^nf  ffcrifcWiiA 
and  ascended  a  hiU  upon  die  ^OM  liaad'vf  Itt»  nw 
us,  tolocdcovtrtiiecoantiT,  andaaalxkakettk^ 
iNiy*  In  die  ivest  and  north-west  ter  yttfUlJb.wimk' 
tavtf covered  widi etenal  anowand  glaciast  IMtf 
indienofdidiehilbuefe  not  aohigbt  todia-Mtm 
diemoiidi^  die  bay,  to  die  aottd^tveak  de-tiedior 
fchooky  whidiruDabeUnd  a  neck  of  luidaofiiriBtDtke 
interior  of  the  country,  that  diou^  we  could  aea  aeveni 
miles,  we  coold  not  discern  die  end  of  k.  *  At  oiirf& 
torn  we  leaolired  to  maloe  use  of  onr  baidariuttteTi^ 
ing  die  aiioiaier*huts  of  the  nattiieaon  dteMftb-etit 
shore'of  the  ba^,  not  &r  fimn'die  pramoiltnjr  «f  Aa» 
wacic,atthe  AstNipeofaboiJftaaea-ndleb' '  ^ 

We  were  received  by  the  inhabitanlii  iHiditBMMt 

kind-hearted  and  frkndly  manner.     ThQi»>kM|» 

was  sRMdl,  and  covered  widi  eattli  growfr  ^dlw  ^ 

•grass  :  the  entrance  was  ao  hmr,  that"^  ottM  ^ 

•get  in  crawlinguponourhands  and  laces.'  IHhateilf 

were  aU  seated  round  a  fire,  whidi  was  Umiaf  ift  Ac 

midstoftbe  tet,  and  on  which  hui^  a  ketde^ «tee 

they  were  cookii%  fiah«     Some  amaUl  adnoa  wc 

spitted  upon  a  little  s^ck,  which  was  studli*40tti  ^ 

ground  near  the  fire,  and  by  thb  means  diey  woe  toast- 

ed.    We  were  mgsled  ^^  some  of  thearCaakM 

<and samma  root.i  the  latter  had ta nsa  ikms^^ 

taflie,  a  sort  of  mixtwe  of  sweet  and  fatttMn   ^^>(»ste 

to  the  doer  theAoor  was  ataewed  with  dsfii  and  kifi 

ever  wbicbwas  laid  some  dean  aesMdogsskma^aodiKxc 

we  were  invited  to  sit  down«    The  habitation  imapQ^ 

dK whole  much deiMier  than  any  ire  IndseflaAti^ 

diak.    In  our ooaMrsatioii  wekamt  that  di^A^^H^ 

'  been  nmck  more  populotis^  but  thatthe  popottiioDl)^ 

decreased  in  theJast  ten  years,  most  of  the  fcmlfF^ 

haviaig  been  earned  away  to  Sitda  tohontacMttBrs: 

.hideed,  we  obsenred  that  here,  as  at  Ko^^'*^^ 

qhiefly  old  men,  women,  and  chikken.-  QfadiooBW 

men  who  formerly  lived  in  thisapot,  icaraely  mxe  wi 

forty  remained,  and  the  whole  pminsub  of  Aldcsatb^ 

^said  was  depopulated  in  the  same  proportkxK   btb^ 

.  yilkige.  ^  Jwiyvky  where  we  vere,  there  irtit  noti 


wly  fimrtwo-seftfedteidarkas,  aiAcoeUaidala,  bdong« 
mg  to  the  commiini^.  The  fatter  attracted  our  atlen. 
'tion  veiy  much :  its  fbrm  and  the  83nniiictr7  and  neat- 
ness widi  whioh  it  was  made  were  far  bejaid  any  we 
liadycl  seen,  and  we  were  surprized  that  the  Rusinaat 
Itad  not  bmh  thdr  haidaras  after  this  model. 

The  customs,  the  manners,  and  in  a  great  d^;ree  Ac 
dotUn^  and  language  of  the  Alaksms,  are  the  same  ai 
titose*  of  the  people  of  Kodiak.  The  object  in  which 
diejr  diverge  the  most  from  each  otlier  b  in  their  food* 
Tte  Aiaksans  contiguous  to  the  continent  catch  a  great 
inanjr  rein«deer  and  wild  sheep ;  these  constitute  a 
principal  part  of  their  food  and  clothing :  they  aretak* 
en  ctneSy  in'  the  nutumn.  The  men  seem  as  little 
jealous  of  their  wives,  as  the  youi^  girls  are  backward 
in  bestowing  their  &voars«  A  banduil  of  beads,  iome 
leaves  of  tobacco,  or  other  European  trifles,  above  all» 
half  a  dosen  6ne  sewing  netdles,  vrere  suflkient  to  re^ 
move  all  difficidties.  The  plqr»ognmiy  of  some  of  the 
girls  was  really  not  unpieasmg,  tmugh  very  much  de- 
Sxtned  bjT  the  lip-dmamenis  and  by  the  tattooing  of 
Ae  cUn«  The  winter  must  be  very  cold  here,  aiK)  of 
long  duration. 

On  the  twenty^nind),  in  the  morning,  as  the  Uwather 
bad  cleared,  we  weighed  anchor,  intending' to  leave  the 
bay,  but  were  detaiiied  by  a  cahn  which  succeeded  al« 
most  immediately.  From  an  exceedingly  godd  obser. 
vation,  which  we  had  the  cmportunity  of  taking  at  noon, 
we  determined  the  bay  to  be  in  ladtude  58^  32\  The 
Aiaksans  of  both  sexes,  delighted  at  the  calm,  came 
ooce  more  in  their  boats  to  visit  us,  and  brought  fresh 
fish  w^h  several  presents  of  their  household  utensils  and 
looby  in  die  hope  at  once  of  gratifying  our  eoriosiiy^ 
and  of  recaving  presents  from  us  in  return.  A  light 
aoudi-south-west  wind,  which  sprung  up  in  die  evening, 
served  to  carry  us  out*  of  the  bay  into  Sohebkoff's 
Straits*  In  tlierenuiinder  of  our  progress  through  thischan« 
nel  we  had  very  changeable  winds,  so  that  ue  made  our 
way  very  slowly,  and  did  not  finally  lose  sight  of  the 
Island  of  Kodiak  till  the  first  of  August. 

As  we  hod  found,  ever  since  wc  quitted  die  harbou][ 


of  i£>daA>  iStm  lhqs»»arts  are  v<g»iniHlf)irTih|i||ji^ 
in  dl  the  Russian  m^^  we  wq:e  ^lUigfd^^fR)^ 
iiiitb  great  caiittQn>  mumwaiig.  aa  amp^  ffistaol 
Vrutafe  ^(G^inst  Uie  west  wind*  Oa  (faeliqwtbp|K  des- 
friedsoRie lalandB, the  fMvthflmmostof  whiob.iie.aop* 
posed  to  be  Sutcbum,  and  towands  noon,  'a,aiii|^dan< 
getoua  rock,  about  fifteen  «  tweoQr  sca»inflpafct«tt 
from  the  coast  of  Alaksa^  in  bditude  56^  2!^  acoaidiiy 
to  our  observation,  though  in  Saiytscheff 'a  i^ialtft  it  s 
laid  down  eleven  minutea  brtber  to  the  aoutli.  (ntbe 
neighboiurhood  of  it  everjr  way  were  immenaasbBBbrf 
aea^<k)gs  and  aea  tiona.  Amid  very  variabie  vcathei 
we  continued  our  course  in  the  diieoboii  of  th^onow 
peivnaula  of  Alakaa,  the  h^aDO^MMdaAoHiuittiiDa,  and 
founded  peaka  of  which  we  coukl,  at  intenrdsisse  mj 
i&tibctly,  and,  on  tW  aevemlH  arrived^  ia  a  l^igebi/ 
not  fyf  from  the  Straits  ef  Isanaacbr  whicbaepi^  me 
Mand  of  Unimak  from  the  extreme  point  Qf.ikibksa. 
The  eetrmoe  to  these  straits  mi^r  bekpowobf  %|8all 
Jdandof  Ibrtok,;  which  lies  a  little  to.  m  soum^ef  it 
,  On  the  ibUowiIw^day  we  were  oSt  the  soutb^wcBien 
•point  of  Unimak^mktitode  54^58",  and  heit^veiiiat 
detained  several  days  by  a  south-west  whid^  ^  w  tbt 
'teach,  we  were  carried  by  a  stsmg  cumut  frpoi  tbe 
>north«  west  through  the  chaimcl  betwesn  Unimak  sad  the 
I^nd  of  Aku)taa,by  which  our  passage  into  Aessa,  totbe 
north  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,,  was  extsenpdjr  fiNiilitated* 
Abbitt  two  in  the  aftemooa  wehadavisUffomsomeof 
the  inhabitttits  of  the  western  coast  of  Unimak ;  tbey 
bfoiftg[ht  us  4  very  accqptable  supply  ctf  holybut^  0^ 
were  m  rctym  presented  wkh  ;ome  leaves*  of  tobscoo. 
This  occurrence  was  doubty  ag^«eable  to  us,  ssioe  we 
got  on  so'sk^wfy,  that  in  several  weeka  weJiad  scarcely 
performed  a  third  part  of  our  voyage,  and  ohssnNedoor 
provisions  daily  diminisluiv*  Owing  to  this-  eSrcom- 
Btance,  our  commander,  Q^itain  Dwal^  bad  bsca  ob- 
liged to  determine  on  6t^pinK>  at  Oooalasbka,  a  tbbf 
which  he  would  otherwise  gladly  have  a vdded  cd  ac- 
count of  the  deby  it  must  occa^on.  On  tbedeventh 
we  came  iu  sight  of  Oonalashka,  apd  the  next  day 
anohored  yi  the  harbour  of  Uluhik 


.High  and  ficey  hiUa,  n^ith  l»i||[9  clefti,  ibrm  a  d«|^ 
I}ay  open  to  the  north,  which  leacU  immediately  tp  tb* 
harbour. .  This  i^  to  be  known>  at  h  considerable  dis^ 
tance>  by  a  table  Qiountain  lying  directly  in  front  of  ic^ 
it  i$  sheltered  on  sdl  aide^  and  ms  excellent  anchoraga 
en  a  aandy  bottom  mingled  witli  clay»  and  as  t|)C  shore 
alopes  considerably^  vessels  may  be  moored  io  fipomk 
two  to  three  fathom  water  very  near  it. 

The  Company's  steward,  IlnuUus  Gregory  Lariwa«» 
nofi^  a  very  respectable  old  man,  who  has  been  men« 
tioned  on  the  ocpasion  of  my  former  visit  here,  had  died 
the  beginnbg  of  this  year.  The  integrity  axid  philan* 
thropy  with  which  he  .  uqiformly  conducted  himself 
during  ten  years  that  he  continued  in  his  office,  ha4 
jusdy  |»bed  him  the  love  and  respect  of  all  the  islands 
ers»  Under  I>is  stewardship,  this  was  undoubted!^  tho 
best  conducted  of  all  the  Russio*  American  Company'a 
settlements.  The  univeral  harmony  and  content  which 
reigned  in  the  island  had  been  less  striking  to  me  at  thct 
moment  when  I  witnessed  it  than  it  was  now  in  the  re* 
collection ;  I  had  not  then  seen  the  rest  of  the  settle^ 
ments.  After  the  death  of  NL  Lariwanoflf,  the  superjn* 
tendence  was  confided  to  the  principal  J)erson  under 
him,  by  name  Prikaschtschik ;  but  so  far  was  he  from 
wsikiag  in  the  steps  of  his  predecessor,  that,  in  only 
six  months,  instead  of  order  and  unanimi^,  every  thing 
was  turned  into  a  chaos. 

The  new  steward  tlMHight  it  necessary  to  usher  in  the 
commencement  of  hb  administration  with  noveltie^^ 
and  in  the  ardour  of  doing  this  he  never  thought  of  the 
GOQsequenoes  that  must  inevitably  follow  the  measures 
he  was  pursuing.  Although  he  knew  perfectly  well 
that  tall  trees  are  things  not  produced  either  by  Oona« 
lashka,  or  any  of  the  neighbouring  islands,  that  they 
depend  for  a  supply  of  wood  principally  upon  what  tlie 
sea  drifts  thither  by  chance,  this  did  not .  prevent  his 
Immediately  beginning  to  build  a  large  timber  house 
after  the  Russian  fashion.  For  this .  purpose  he  laid 
violent  hands  upon  all  the  wood  which  had  been  brought 
for  several  ycur»  irom  Sitcha«  Kodiak,  and  other  places* 
As  the  .-iiipply  hcid  for  soine  time  Ix^en  very  scanty,  the 
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Stores  were.not  ample,  md  bad  been  used  tvith  die  ot- 
most  caution,  ixdy  for  purposes  where  it  was  absolute* 
]y  indispensable,  such  as  for  the  main  siqipoits  of  tbe 
<arth  huts,  for  buildmg  baidarkas,  for  mntis,  and  the 
planks  fixMu  whiph  they  are  lanced,  and  for  some  sorta 
ef  household  utensils.  Besides,  sjnoe  the  Ateutians 
understand  litde  or  nothing  of  the  Russian  mode  of 
building,  all  the  Russians,  scattered  about  this  and  tbe 
odier  islands,  were  sununoned to  leoijl  their  aid  mfor- 
warding  so  important  an  undertaking.  The  wood  was 
thus  expended  in  the  most  lavish  manner,  and  all  other 
business  thrown  into  entire  confosion. 
M.  Lariwanoflf  had,  for  six  years,  been  constantly  re- 

3 nesting  permisuon  of  the  principal  agent  cl  the  Russio* 
Lmerican  Company,  who  resides  at  Kodiak,  to  return 
with  his  family  to  Russia;  but  tlushad  always  been 
evaded  bnder  some  pretence  or  other.  When  the 
Chamberlain  Von  Re^anoff  was  here,  he  gave  positive 
orders  that  these  worthy  people  should  be  conveyed  to 
Ochotsk  by  one  of  the  Company's  ships.  Tbiese  or- 
ders as  far  aa^  concerned  poor  M •  Lariwanoflf  were  now 
rendered  void,  but  his  widow  thought  die  had  a  just 
claim,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  to  the  folfibntst 
of  the  orders  for  herself  and  her  daughter.  The  new 
steward,  however,  was  not  disposed  to  attend  to  bcf 
claims^  and  sending  away  the  slup  St.  Paul  and  Sr. 
Matthew,  which  hod  been  desdned  to  carry  her  bu9> 
band,  said  that  the  Company  could  not  i^are  ships  for 
women. 

When  Madame  Lariwanoff  heard  that  Captain 
Dwolf  was  bound  for  Ochotsk^  she  entreated  him  to 
have  compassion  upon  her,  and  let  her  have  a  passage  in 
his  vessel :  this  he  knew  not  how  to  refuse,  as  he 
thought  her  case  really  hard  and  pitiable,  and  be  tbeie» 
fore  consented  to  the  request,  although  a  ship  of  only 
forty*two  tons  was  not  calculated  to  accommodate  ma* 
ny  passengers,  particularly  wom)e»«  No  sooner  did  the 
steward  bear  of  this  arrangement  than  he  endeavoured 
to  raise  difficulties. ;  tliey  were,  however,  obviated  by 
tbe  captain,  and  Madame  Lariwanoff,  mth  her  daugh* 
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ttf ,  and  aH  het  proportyv  "^^^ot  ttoovti  od  boaid  his 
ship. 

As  our  principal  bnsiness  at  Oonalashka  was  to  pro-* 
cure  a  suppfy  of  fiaod,  in^us  respect  our  new  passen- 
gers were  of  great  anistance  to  us.  Madame  Lariwa- 
noff  broti|^  on  bosod  a  considerate  quantity  of  salted 
fish  and  geeae,  soti|e  iiamS)  which  were  indeed  but  lew 
and  oily,  several  cades  full  of  bird^  e^^  some  fowis^ 
roots,  and  otfier  productions,  which  she  hiKl  collected  dk 
winter  stores.  It  was  not  widiout  a  good  deal  oi  trou^ 
ble  diat  we  procured  firom  the  stbwaid  some  necess^ 
articles  for  repairmg  ihe  ship,  and  a  small  supply  of 
iresh  fish.  Even  ^hese  we  should  probably  not  have 
obtained,  but  thtt  he  was  anniQUs  to  redeem  a  cask  of 
brandy  which  had  been  sent  him  by  M.  Bander,  and 
Captain  Dwolf  would  not  accept  of  any  other  payment 
for  the  transport.  We  had,  indeed,  no  reason  to  ihtnk 
that  his  fine  bouse  aflbrded  him  very  good  fare,  since 
during  the  five^ys  that  we  remained  in  the  harbour, 
\Hienever  \ye  saw  htm  be  appeared  half  fanushed. 

Of  the  particular  costoms,  habits,  aiid  nkxka  of  life 
,  of  tiiese  islaadefB,  oi  their  dotlung,  andof  the  pfroduc^ 
tions  of  the  country,  I  have  spoken  at  large  in  the  second 
chaeptp*  of  this  volume,  and  have  nothing  particular  to 
'  add  upon  this  occasion.    But  to  what  is  there  said  up- 
on the  subjects  of  phy^ology  ^d  natucal  histc»7»  1 
'rtku%%  subfwi  some  curious  particulars  rebtive^to  a  ucw 
island  whicfar  has  appeared  within  ^  few  years  m  the 
neighbourhood  of  Oonalashka. 

The  appearance  or  disappearance  of  a  considerable  tract 
of  land  is  indeed  by  no  mews  an  ui^ntcedented  phtsno- 
menon  among  the  physical  revolutions  of  our  gbbe ;  but 
since  it  has  rarely  tuippened,  when  such  an  event  has  taken 
place,  that  an  opportumty  has  been  afforded  for  obseriN 
ing  tbe.progress  of  it  accursftely,  the  Mowing  instance 
deserve  to  be  particularly  mentioned.  In  tlie  fifty- 
fourth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  the  one  hurKla4 
and  sixty*eightb  degree  of  longitude,^  west  of  Green- 
wich, and  about  .forty  .five  versts  to  the  west  of  the 
most  northern  p^Snt  of  Oonalashka,  had  long  stoodBi 
insolated  rock»  which,  the'  Aleutians  say,  was  aiwaya 


in  tbe  times  of  their  fimfiidiecs  om  of  te  gRatrtsorts 
of  the  sea-dogs  and  sea^licHis,  unth  whicb  these  paris 
dbound* 

'  In  the  year  1795^  Ae  iahoders  Mcmaricod  a  great  ap. 
pearmce  of  fog  in  tlie  ndghboyrhoed  of  this  rock, 
Which  did  not  dinMse^  aUhovoh  die^  test  of  the 
fljCmosphfire  trais  pei'&cdy  dear  i  mk  gave  the  great- 
irr  uneasiness  to  tne  people  both  of  Oonakahka  and 
Umnak,  since  thsjr  iCoasiaianed  the  rock  as  one  of  their 
great  magaaines  of  food.  After  ndnly  expec&ig  for  a 
longdmetfaeiieniowaof  thephttniw^  and  afraid, 
tincommon  as  sndi  an  appearaiae  vas^  lo  ^nenture  near 
it;  at  kngth.  Mie  of  the  AlMtians/  boMerthan  the  rest, 
resolved. to  visit  his  ancient  haunt,  and  eokkavourto 
leatch  some  seB.lions.  He  soon  rsturMd  in  the  utmost 
tenor  and  astonishment^  saying  that  the  sea  aft  tA»out 
die  rock  i)oiled,  atid  that  the  supposed  fog  ivas  the 
smoke  or.  vapour  that  rose  from  it*  Vk/boAf  would  in 
consequence  venture  any  mere  near  the  place;  concbd* 
ing,  that  iMead  of  sea-lions  and  sea-dogs,  it  was  b^ 
come  die  abode  erf*  evil  spirits.  Thb  continued  far  I 
«Misiderable  time^  till  at  lengdi)  about  fire  years  aiter, 
Ihe  ft^  siiddoriy  dealing  away,  the  AJeutians,  instead 
of  their  rock  saw  an  island,  from  which  rose  a  high 
peak,  IB  ftmn  resembling  a  diimney,  with  fire  uidsmcie 
issuing  frotaa  it  as  if  ithad  reaDy  been  one. 

^'At  the  same  time  that  the  vast  al^s  of  die  sea,  tM 
.great  workshop  «f  nature,  «vas  in  this  stale  of  activitjs 
repeated  shocks  of  earthquakes  had  beenMt  for  some 
.mondis  at  Oondasilhka :  the  last,  in  the  year  18Q2,  ^^ 
-so  violentas  to  destroy  a  ctmsiileraUe  number  of  the 
dearth  huts ;  there  Wfis  no  one,  who  ip  1806,  when  we 
1  were  there,  ooold  ascertain  in  jwhat  mondv  thb  happen- 
od.  About  the  same  time  the  peak  gn  the  new  island 
xeased  ibr  awinkf  to  blaze ;  but  a  vofeano  at  Oonalasb' 
^a,  which  had  been  quiet  for  many  years,  teoke  out 
«again  withgreat  vbience,  and  this,  with ttatt  upon  the 
new  island,  and  an9ther  upon  the  island  cf  Umsia^.* 
:have  since  scarcely  ever  ceased  to  biirn  or  smoke  al- 
flnately.    A  volcano  b  UmnHk^  a  'littte  island  to  ^'^'^^ 


ACCOVITT  Oe  A   KBW   XSIAKO^  505 

vrt&coi  vxwMmUBBif  tflBior  some  years  Dceo  entvciy 
Gxtioguished. 

Some  inhabitants  of  OonalasUca,  in  the  month  of 
Aprils  thb  year,  oonse^iiently  not  a  very  long  time  be-t 
foremyarrivalyhadviBited&sidBndf  going  in  three 
baidarkas, and  gaveme  die  fbUowing  account  They 
were  about  six  hours  rowing  round  it,  which  supposes 
a  drcumferenoe  of  about  thirty  versts.  lliey  could 
not  ascertain  die  beigfath  of  the  peak  with  any  precision , 
butwereofofMniondiatifithadbeen  possible  to  dimb 
directly  iq>  to  die  Ugfaest  point,  they  could  not  have 
done  it  in  less  than  between  five  and  six  hours.  The 
volcano  was  burning  on  the  north  side,  and  the  lava, 
which  thqr  represented  as  a  soft  matter,  ran  down  the 
side  into  the  sea.^  It  was  impossible  to  land  on  account 
of  the  heat:  txi  the  south  sidle  of  the  ishmd  atone,  where 
the  shove  was  not  so  steep,  mid  where  the  great  heat  of 
the  Toleano  was  not  so  much  fi^,  could  they  efibct  a 
landing.  They  endeavoured  to  ascend  the  peak,  but 
found  the  ascent  extremely  difficult  on  account  of  the 
steepness,  of  the  number  of  clefts,  and  the  sharpness  of 
tbestcmes.  When  they  arrived  somewhat  kss  than 
half-way  up,  they  judged  it  more  prudent  to  reluiquish 
the  undertaking,  as  the  remainder  of  the  way  was  much 
more  nigged,  and  the  ground  began  to  grow  very  hot. 
As  they  descended,  they  observed  a  great  deid  of  smoke 
and  vapour  rising  from  the  holes  and  clefts  they  fcad 
left  behind  them.  They  stopped  at  a  hole,  whence  is« 
sueda  great  deal  of  steam^and  suspended  in  ita  piece, 
of  die  flesh  Of  a  sea- lion:  after  leaving  it  there  a  short 
time  they  drew  it  out,  and  found  it  cooked  as  if  it  had 
been  set  over  a  fire. 

Becoming  extremely  thirsty,  and  not  finding  any  wa* 
ter  fit  to  drink,  they  were  forced  to  return  without  any 
&rtber  examination.  It  would  never  have  come  into 
their  heads  to  bring  away  any  of  the  stones  found  on 
thb  new  island,  if  they  had  not  observed  a  piece  of  na- 
tive Sulphur,  which  they  thought  might  be  or  some  use ; 
the  rest  of  the  stones  they  said  were  of  the  same  sorts 
as  at  Oonalashka.  According  to  the  farther  tesdmony 
of  the  people  at  Oonalashka,  the  form  and  appearance 
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oftfae  peak  vaiy  from  time  to  time;  sooietimeB  it  seems 
high  and  pointed^  looking  a  vast  pillaTi  somedmes  low« 
er  and  rounded  at  the  summit ;«  somedmes  it  sends 
forth  a  bright  flame,  at  other  times,  it  only  smokes,  aod 
the  smoke  b  much  greater  at  sometimes  than  stotben. 
The  ishnd  seems  constandy  to  increase  in  ciicmn&r- 
cnce,  and  the  peak  in  heighth. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  August,  in  the  aftemooD,  w 
'  left  Oonala^ka,  and  the  next  day  passed  tlus  new 
island:  it  is  of  a  middling  heighdi,  and  riaesqoitetoi 
peak.  The  centre  p<^t  has  on  every  ade  the  appear- 
ance  of  a  jullar,  and  seems  entirely  perpendieular«  On 
the  nordi*west  side  are  four  rounded  summitSi  vbkb 
rise  one  above  the  other  like  steps.  We  passed  this  re* 
markable  spot  at  the  distance  of  about  tivtlve  mifes:  as 
t '  there  had  beena  considerable  fog,  we  were  not  zvmt 
of  being  in  its  neighbourhood ;  it  was  only  yAok  the 
fog  cleared  that  we  became  sensible  of  it,  and  nie  hi 
then  nearly  left  it  behind  us.  As  we  had  now  a  &vour- 
able  south-east  wind,  Captain  Dwdf  tbooght  it  more 
^prudent  not  to  lose  the  advantage  of  it  in  stopping  t» 
examine  even  such  a  phsenomenon ;  though  it  cost 
both  him  and  myself  ^x>  trifling  eflbrt  of  re^udoo  to 
subdue  our  curiosi^  upon  the  subject. 

Two  days  after  we  lost  sight  entirely  both  of  dus  new 
island  and  of  Oonatashka.  The  hitter  presents  a  very 
remarkable  aspect  on  the  west  side.  On  the  top  of » 
Iiigh  ridge  of  mountains  rise  at  intervals  vast  perpendi* 
cular  masses  of  rock,  which,  viewed  in  a  direction  from 
north-east  to  ^outh-west,  have  the  appearance  of  a  regu* 
^  lar  row  of  enormous  pillars*.  During  this  part  of  our 
voyage  we  obsd*ved*  a  more  dian  usual  quantity  ci 
whales,  and  the  sea  was  particularly  lunuoousat  night. 
Notwithstanding  when  I  was  navigating  in  more  south- 
ern latitudes,  I  had  convinced  myself  upon  a  ftequciii 
and  careful  examination  into  this  phcenomenon,  that  it 

^     was  occasioned  by  living  creatures  of  various  laD&> ; 

» 

*  An  appearance  of  vefy  much  the  same  kind  is  mentioned 
in  Dr.  Lichtenstein's  Travels  in  Southern  Africa,  as  to  be  seeu 
in  a  ridge  of  mountains  near  the  Cape  oFGoodH'^pc.  ^c* 
page  55  of  the  English  Translation. 
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yet  heie  my  fiath  Was  staggered.  Surrounded  as  we 
were  by  an  immense  number  of  whales,  I  could  not 
help  doubting  whether  I  ought  not  rather  to  concur  in 
the  opinion  of  some  other  naturafists,  and  ascribe  it  in 
great  measure  to  the  oily  nature  of  these  monsters*  It 
does  not  however  appear  very  improbable  that  the  grea- 
sy particles  proceeding  from  such  vast  bodies  may  en- 
genderimd  nourish  immense  swarms  of  minute, living 
crealuies,  which  occasion  so  veiy  extraordinary  an^ 
beautiful  an  appearance ;  in  this  way  both  opinions  ar^ 
partially  reconcikd.  Having  a  very  gentle  south-east 
wind,  widi  a  good  deal  of  fc^  and  rain,  we  proceeded 
slowly,  and  sometimes  saw  a  considerable  tract  of  sea 
strevt^  over  with  feathers.  This  we  attributed  to  its 
being  the  time  of  moulting  among  the  vast  numbers  of 
sea-fowl  that  inhabit  these  regions. 

Cobftnbua  trmle,  fMrocellaria  Ji^ta^  procelhria  gkh 
ciaUsfproceUariamgrayproceUariagrista^  with  several 
sorts  of  IcnnSf  ilew  daily  about  the  ship  in  great  num- 
bers; The  sort  cXaka^  very  common  m  'many  parts  of 
these  r^ons,  known  by  the  vul^  name  of  the  sea-  par- 
rot,  was  seldom  to  be  seen ;  perhaps  it  rather  frequents 
the  southern  coasts  of  the  islands.  On  the  other  band, 
we  saw  here  in  greater  abundance  than  any  where  else  a 
particular  sort  ^  sea-mew,  called  by  Linnaeus  the  la^^ 
rus  parasUicus,  which  never  catches  fish  for  itself,  but 
watches  for  otlu^s  of  the  species,  and  when  it  sees  them 
catch  one,  pursues  and  takes  it  from  them.  We  had 
daily  oppc^unities  of  seeing  thi^  tyranny  practised,  and 
were  not  a  little  surprized  at  observing  that  the  other 
sea-mews,  far  from  appearing  to  shun  their  persecutors, 
ware  always  in  company  with  them. 

The  wind  was  hitherto  so  slack  that  by  the  twenty- 
third  we  had  scarcely  made  eight  degrees  of  way.  ^  On 
the  twenty-sixth,  about  noon,  Airing  a  pretty  brisk 
east  wind,  four  wild  geese,  anas  canaaensisy  came  very« 
near  our  ship.  1  watched  my  opportunity,  and  firing 
at  them,  brought  them  all  down  at  one  shot,  to  the  great 
joy  of  myself  and  the  company  at  tlie  same  table ;  they 
afforded  us  excellent  roti  for  several  days.  Such  a 
piece  of  good  fortune  is  so  rare  in  a  sea- voyage,  that  it 
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'occasions  double  pleasure  whm  it  does  occur.  On  the 
twenty  ^seventh,  we  had,  for  the  first  time  since  oar  de- 
parture from  Oonalashka,  aj>risk  and  fevourable  wind ; 
It  carried  us  at  the  rate  of  five  or  six  miles  in  Ae  hour. 
In  twenty-four  hours  we  had  run  fifteen  miles  to  the 
east  of  an  island  which  we  supposed  to  be  Buldir,  or 
the  round  island.  Acc(»nding  to  an  observation  taken 
at  noon  we  ^vere  in  latitude  52**  37'.  In  Ae  south-east 
we  saw  the  island  of  Kiska,  and  ferther  to  the  west  a 
pretty  lai^  island,  Vnost  probably  Agattu.  For  seve- 
ral days  following  we  were  again  tormented  with  a  cabn, 
and  the  weather  being  very  clear,  we  conld  see  the 
islands  all  round  us  very  plainly.  On  the  dnrtietb,  be- 
ing in  latitude  52^  14',  longitude  west  184^,  die  sea 
appeared  as  if  dyed.  The  weather  was  very  variable ; 
we  had  a  good  deal  of  fog  and  rain,  and,  as  usual,  either 
un&vourable  winds  or  a  calm.  A  new  stormy  month 
had  commenced,  and  we  had  not  yet  proceeded  far  od 
our  voyage. 

On  the  third  of  September,  according  to  our  obser. 
vations,  we  were  in  latitude  51®  51',  longitude  185^ 
consequently  more  than  a  degree  soudi  of  the  island  of 
Attn,  the  mo6t  westerly  of  Ae  Aleutian  islands.  The 
almost  constant  west  winds  rendered  our  progress  so 
slow,  that  every  day  the  probability  increased  of  our 
not  being  able  to  reach  Ochotsk  this  year,  but  that  we 
should  be  obliged  to  stop  at  Kamschatka,  and  there 
pass  the  winter.  On  the  fifth,  however;  a  north-east 
wind  rose,  and  for  the  first  time  since  we  left  Sitcha, 
continued  eight- and- forty  hours,  so  as  to  carry  us  into 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Kurile  islands.  This  gave 
us  new  hopes,  and  flattered  us  with  the  prospect  of  yet 
reaching  Ochotsk,  the  place  of  our  destination,  bdbre 
the  season  was  so  far  advanced  as  to  shut  up  die  naviga- 
tion of  that  sea.    To^  soon  however  w«pe  these  hopes 

••  damped,  for  the  wind  speedily  changed  again,  and  blew 
sb  violently  at  first  fi'om  tlie  north-west,  afterwards  from 
the  west,  that  we  oould  scarcely  carry  even  the  storm- 

•  t^ail.  .  This  was.  decisive  of  our  fate.  Captain  Dwoli 
sa\v  that  it  was  in  vain  to  think  any  longer  of  encoufl- 
tcring  the  equinoctial  gales  with  so  ill-built  and  slow- 
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sailing  a  vessel  as  oars,  and  accor^ngly,  o&  the  eightfi 
of  September,  he  altered  his  course,  and  steered  direct^ 
)y  for  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St  Paul. 

The  next  day,  the  weather  being  calm,  I  saw  an  al- 
batross near  the  ship,  and  begged  Captain  Dwolf  to  let 
me  have  a  baidarka,  that  I  might  go  in  pursuit  of  it. 
Thb  he  readily  granted,  and  I  set  out  accordingly  with 
™y  ^Qf  <ffid  an  Aleutian  as  my  companion.  We'grot 
witbm  about  ten  or  twelve  paces  of  the  bird,  when  fir- 
ing, I  saw  to  my  great  joy  that  I  had  not  missed  my 
aim.  Having  taken  up  my  prize,  I  looked  around  me ; 
but  what  was  my  astonishment  at  finding  that  the  ship 
was  no  longer  in  sight.  A  thick  fog,  which  had  sud- 
denly come  on,  concealed  it  from  us  entirely,  and  neither 
my  companion  or  myself  could  teU  what  direction  v(^ 
ought  to  take,  in  order  to  reach  it  again  :  according  to 
my  calcukition,  I  supposed  that  we  must  be  about  the 
distance  of  a  sea-mile  firom  it.  Nothing  remained  bat 
to  row  at  random ;  and  happily  we  had  not  proceeded 
£v,  when  we  could  distinguish  tlirough  the  fog  some- 
thing which  had  the  appearance'  of  a  black  column. 
This  I  immediately  concluded  to  be  the  object  of  which 
we  were  in  search,  and  approaching  nearer,  we  plainly 
discerned  it  to  be  so.  We  therefore  rowed  on  with 
twofold  eagerness,  and  soon  arrived  at  it  in  perfect  safe- 
ty. We  had  no  small  reason  to  be  thankful  for  our 
escape ;  had  we  not  seen  the  ship  any  more,  what  might 
have  been  our  fate  !^ 

Thoi^h  it  was  fer  from  agreeable  to  us  to  be  thus 
disappointed  in  our  plans,  and  to  be  obliged  to  pass 
anouier  winter  in  a  part  of  the  globe  not  abounding 
with  the  comfcMts  and  conveniences  of  life,  we  consoled 
ourselves  .with  the  idea  that  we  might  at  least  hope  to 
find  a  sufficient  supply  of  die  absolute  necessaries,  and 
€d  enjoy  the  society  of  some  Rational  and  civilized  hu- 
man beings.  Yet'  the  melancholy  recollection  of  the 
last  winter  passed  at  Sitcha  being  still  fresh  in  our  minds, 
it  was  not  without  a  great  mixture  of  fears  as  well  as  ' 

•  A  circumstance  of  a  very  similar-  nature  U  related  by  the 
celebrated  George  Forstcr,  a^  having  hapn^^ned  to  liin^  in  liis 
voyage  round  the  world. 


/ 
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liopes  that  we  entered  the  harbgur  of  St»  PeberaDdSt. 
Paul  on  the  thirteenth  of  September,  old  stiie,  or  the 
twenty-fifth,  new.  * 

The  weadier  was  extremely  pleaaanty  and  the  atmos- 
phere perfectly  dry,  ^  We  had  scarcely  had  any.  wei^er 
so  clear  and  warm  since  pur  departure  from  Sitcha  as 
the  first  few  days  after  our  arrival  in  Kaniadiatka. 
Though  die  high  hills  were  covered  with  snow,  the 
country  bdow  presented  a  lively  and  cheerful  aspect ; 
the  more  so,  as  at  Sitcha  and  Kodiak  thoc  are  nmiing 
but  fir-trees,  not  a  tree  with  leaves  upon  iL 

We  had  scarcely  cast  anchor,  when  we  received  from 
l9he  Commissary  of  the  Russio- American  Company  the 
agreeable  information  that  there  was  at  present  in  the 
warehouses  about  six  himdred  pud  of  rye-flour,  with  an 
ample  stock  of  tea^  sugar,  butter,  brandy.  Sec  &c 
The  obliging  manner  in  which  he  oflfered  his  services  to 
us,  the  good  account  he  gave  of  his  supplies,  and  the 
assurance  that  they  still  caught  great  plenty  d[  fisb,  so 
that  the  whole  crew  might  be  well  supplied  with  food, 
'formed  altogether  a  body  of  information  extremdy 
pleasing  to  our  ears,  nor  could  we  help  thanking  Provi- 
dence for  having  with  so  paternal  a  hand  cooducied  us 
thither. 

Great  changes  had  taken  place  among  the  servants  of 
the  Russio- American  Company  since  I  was  at  Kaiti- 
schatka  in  June,  1805.  Commissary  Wichegoff,  who 
had  been  there  for  so  many  years,  was  at  len^,  oo  ac* 
count  of  the  numerous  frauds  and  impositions  in  which 
he  had  been  detected,  deprived  of  his  place,  and  teken 
into  custody,  in  order  to  be  tried  for  dieuL  The  situa- 
tion w^s  at  present  filled  by  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Aliasnikofi*,  who  was  represented  to  us  by  all  the  inha* 
bitants  as  a  man  of  strict  probity  and  integrity ;  indeed, 
his  subsequent  conduct  justified  the  character,  as  he 
treated  us  tlie  whole  winter  through  with  the  utmost 
>*Viendship  and  politeness.  • 

By  the  next  post  that  departedji  I  sent  informatioo, 
as  1  conceived  to  be  my  duty,  to  the  Commandant  oC 
Kamschatka,  Major-Gcneral  Paul  Iwanowitsch  Kos- 
r^hi-lefti  of  my  an  iva!-     At  the  same  time  I  regoestd 
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permission  to  repair  to.Nischney  Kamschatka,  the 
plaee  of  hb  resideiicei  by  the  first  sledges  that  should 
travel  that  way,  and  that  he  would  afford  me  the  ne- 
cessary  assistance  to  accomplbh  this  journey.  Captain 
Dwolf  and  I  iii  the  mean  time  hired  a  private  lodging . 
together.  The  Conunissary  Miasnikoff  was  so  obliging^ 
as  to  provide  accommodations  for  Madame  Lariwanon 
and  her  daughter,  and  for  all  the  ship's  crew. 
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CHAPTER  Xlir. 


Obsemations  upon  the  Peninsub  of  Kasnschaika.^ 
CRmate.^—As^culture. — Bree^ng  of  Cattk. — Frth 

ductions. leasts, — Birds.— ^PisL-^^Bfrriei.'^ 

Roots. — Forest  Trees. 


ALL  persons  of  real  knowledge  who  have  taken  any 
pains  to  examine  the  Peninsula  of  Kamschatka>  all  go- 
vernors who  have  resided  there  some  years,  all  naviga- 
tors who  have  obtained  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
country,  agree  in  their  reports  respecting  the  ^oodnes 
of  the  climate  and  the  variety  of  the  producuons,  and 
that  this  might  be  made  one  of  the  richest  and  most  ad- 
vantageous provinces  of  the  Russian  em{»re.  Not- 
withstanding this,  the  country  has  very  undeservedly) 
and  in  a  manner  not  easily  to  be  comprehended,  ac- 
quired so  bad  a  character,  that  with  the  name  of  Kam^ 
schatka  is  associated,  almost  universally ,  the  idea  of  one 
of  the  coldest,  most  desert,  most  inhospitable  spots  up- 
on  the  globe. 

I  presume  that  this  arises  very  much  from  the  idea^ 
that,  as  Siberia  is  a  very  cold  country,  and  Kamschatka 
is  still  farther  removed  from  Europe,  it  must  conse- 
quently be  much  colder ;  but  the  idea  is  taken  up 
without  reflecting  at  all  up<xi  its  geographical  situation. 
which  is  much  more  to  the  soudi  than  Siberia,  or  with- 
out paying  any  attention  to* the  descriptions givai by 
those  who  have  visited  the  spot.  I  may  perhaps  he 
^old  that  circumstances  made  me  consider  Kamschatka 
in  a  more  than  usually  favourable  point  of  view ;  or  it 
may  be  supposed  that  the  winter  I  spent  there  was  un- 
commonly mild,  and  I  did  not  therefore  feel  die  horrors 
of  the  place  in  their  fullest  extent ;  but  I  must  obaen  e^ 
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in  answer,  that  my  testimony  does  in  reality  not  difier 
essentiaHy  from  that  of  many  other  persons  whose 
knowledge  and  impartiality  render  them  highly  deserv- 
ingpf  credit.  •  ... 

Kr9SGhenini)iko£r  and  Steller  stand  at  the  head  of  all 
die  travellers  who  come  under  this  description^  Be- 
sides them,  in  Captain  Cpojk^s  tlurd  VOTage,  and  in  the 
voyages  and  travels  of  La  Perouse,  Lesseps,  Pallas, 
SarytscbefT/ Sauer,  Zimmermann,  Krusenstern,*  and 
others^  very  interesting  remarks  are  to  be  found  upon 
the  situation;  temperature,  productions,  &c.  of  this 
country.  The  result  of  their  observations  is,  that  the 
climate  is  by  no  means  so  terrible  as  it  is  generally  sup* ' 
posed  to  be,  that  the  land  is  capable  of  a  high  degree  of 
cultivation,  and  that  ttie  productions  of  nature  are  botli 
various  and  abundant. 

The  following  are  testimonies  taken  from  one  or  otiier 
of  these  writers,  given  in  ^heir  own  words.  "  As  to  the 
cold,  it  is  never  exceedingly  severe,  even  at  Bolcheretsk 
and  Awatscha,  though  these  are  the  coldest  part^  of 
Kamschatka.  .  In  Lower  Kamschatka  Ostrog,t  it  is 
much  warmer  than  ^n  many  parts  of  Siberia,  under  the 
same  latitude.  The  winter  is  moderate  but  constant^ 
the  frosts  are  not  so  severe,  but  the  thaws  are  less  fre- 
quent than  about  Jakutsk  in  Siberia,  though  some- 
times  thaws  do  come  on  in  December.  The  thermo- 
meter stands  commonly  between  thp  third  and  ^^centh 
decrees  of  lleaumur.  In  a  very  ^xtraordinaiy  frost  it  - 
has  been  known  as  high  as  twenty-seven.  In  January, 
which  is  the  coldtst  months  it  fluctiiates  ordinarily  from 
ten  to  twenty  two.  At  other  times 'of  the  year  tlie 
warmth  is  generally  from  two  to  ten.    The  greatest 

*  The  works  here  referred  to  are  for  the  most  part  German. 
•nes,  some  of  whiioh  are  not  translated  into  English.  The 
works  of  Steller,  of  PaUa8>an(l  of  Saner,  are  amonj  those  from 
which  Mr.  CoKe  principally  drew,  the  information  many  years 
ago,  communicated  by  him  to  the  English  reader,  under  the 
title  c»f  «^fn  Account  of  the  Ru9iian  JUttMCOveriew  between  ^Aa 
and  America^  ^c. 

t  Ofttrog  is  a  Russian  word,  meaning  a  &nr#ss  sun^utiu* . 
ad  wiih  a  palisade. 

Tt2 


Imt  ever  known  was  twenty-oae,  and  ibis  wasl^  in 
two  succeeding  years*." 

<*  After  the  arrival  of  the  expedition  under  Sittings 
in  the  harbour  of  ^«  Peter  and  St  Paul,  the  weather 
utas  vcfy  fine,  and  continued  so  till  the  twenty-sixth  of 
November,  when  the  winter  began  to  set  in,  and  Rean« 
mur's  diermometer  was  comm^y  from  two  to  four. 
The  frosts  were  for  the  most  part  during  the  whiter 
from  five  toeight,  and  in  the  severest  time  generally  be- 
tween eighteen  and  twenty-one;  never  beyond  tt^  lat- 
ter. Tm  climate  in  the  interior  of  the  peninsula  is 
much  milder  tlian  upon  the  coasts.  Along  the  River 
Xamschatka  there  is  a  valley  towards  a  hundred  and 
ei^;hty  English  miles  long,  shdtored  firom  the  sea- 
wmds  by  cluins  of  hills  to  the  east  and  the  west :  here 
vegetation  is  much  forwarder,  and  begins  by  the  month 
of  March  f.'' 

Smoe  from  the  situation  of  this  peninsula,  vi^cb 
stretches  firom  the  fifty-first  to  the  sixty-first  degree  of 
northern  latitude,  the  cold  may  reasonably  be  supposed 
far  from  insupportablpr  severe,  and  since  the  testimo- 
nies of  persons  acquainted  with  it  concur  in  asserdng 
that  itieally  is  not  so,  it  seems  as  if  the  soil,  which  is 
very  good,  should  be  extremely  suitablefor  a^cukure 
and  the  breeding  of  cattle.  As  a  proof  that  it  is  so,  I 
will  bring  forward  the  testimonies  g[  odiers  rather  tfaa^ 
my  own. 

<*  There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  in  die  country  about 
Werchnoi  Ostro^  and  Kosirefsky,  both  winter  and 
summer,  productions  may  be  raised  as  good  as  in  any 
other  country  under  the  same  degree  of  latitude.  Bj 
a  judicious  choice  of  the  places  for  growing  com,  it  ^ 
certain  that  a  sufficient  quantity  might  be  raised  not  on- 
ly to  supply  the  inhabitants  amply,  but  also  for  the  sup- 
ply of  Ochotsk  and  other  places ;  and  though  the  laiitf 
is  not  everywhere  susceptible  of  cultivation,  there  arc 

•     < 

*  Krascheninnikoff  and  Steller. 

t  Tra%'eis  to  the  northern  parts  of  Russian  Asia  and  Amen- 
ca,  from  the  fear  1785  to  1794,  by  Martin  Sauer,  published  al 
Weitnarin  1 803,isfiDtiooed  in  thfc  Introductoiy  -Chaptes  to  the 
present  velumc. 
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districts  si^cient  that  are  perfectly  so  to  answer  all  the 
above  purposes*." 

In  tne  third  voyage  of  Captain  Cook,  page  354,  wc 
£nd  the  following  passage,  speaking  of  i^unachatka. 
^*  The^soil  seems  exceedingly  well  adapted  to  agricuK 
lure,  and  to  the  cultivaticn  of  all  sorts  of  common  gar* 
den  v^etables,  although  to  my  great  astonishment  I 
did  not  see  any  where  the  smallest  spot  made  use  of  for 
cither  of  these  purposes."  In  later  times,  particularly 
under  Reineken,  successor  to  the  w<^iy  Major  Behm« 

Eople  have,  at  length,  been  convinced  that  Kamschat- 
b  full^  capable  of  cultivation. 

**  Agriculture,''  says  Pallas  in  his  Northern  Essays^ 
^^  b,  by  a  judicious  choice  of  place,  at  present  as  pro« 
misiqg  in  Kamschatka  as  in  the  northern  parts  of  Eu- 
rope. Barley  and  summer-rye  yield  abundantly,  and 
the  villages  of  Klutshefiskaia  and  Milkowoi,  which  have 
taken  to  agriculture,  are  now  the  most  flourishing 
places  in  the  whole  country." 

Baron  Steinheil,  the  successor  of  Reineken,  who  also 
lived  many  years  in  Kamsdiatka,  says,  in  a  plan  which 
he  laid  before  the  govemm«it  for  the  improvement  of 
the  6ountry,  '*  From  a  long  course  of  observations 
made  during  my  residence  in  Kamschatka,  I  am  con« 
vincedthatboth  the  climate  and  soil  are  such  as  thai 
agricultore  might  be  carried  on  with  the  most  complete 
success,^ 

Sauer,  who  passed  the  winter  of  1790  and  1791  here, 
says : — *^  The  garden  of  die  Cossacks  was  well  stored 
^tb  cabbages  and  various  sorts  o£  pulse :  the  sight  of 
it  charmed  me  more  than  any  thing  I  had  yet  seen. 
We  had  abundance  of  fish  and  wild  birds,  with  pgta*» 
toes,  carrots,  turnips  and  cabbages,  and  a  variety  of 
vaj  well  flavoured  roots,  that  grow  wild,  with  many 
dimrent sorts  of  roots  and  berries:  we  also  brewed 
sprucerbeer."  Again^  "  Twelve  versts  from  Wcrah- 
noi  Kamschatka,  is  a  vUlage  called  Milkowoi^  inhabit- 
ed by  Siberian  peasants..  They  have  gardens  which 
produce  very  fine  cabbagci,  potatoes,  turnips,  carrots, . 

•  Kra^cheninnikoff  and  Stcller. 


t 
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cucumbers,  and  other  vq|£tables ;  1^  a^  q^vate, 
for  their  own  use,  lye  anolSaracen  cot^  ct^OT^Mheat, 
which  yield  extremely  well.  There  is  no  dcNiUttere. 
fore,  that,  with  proper  attentipn,  -wheat  ini^'ino  be 
cultivated,  and  that  the  penbsula  might  be  node  lb  pro* 
duce  com  enough  not  only  to  supply  itself,  bat  the 
nei^bouring  countries/^* 

That  breeding  cattle  might  be  brought  to  great  per. 
fection  in  Kamschatka  there  can  be  no  douhti  smce 
Krascheninnikt^and  Steller  assure  us,  '^  that  t!^  grass 
^-ows  so  highy  and  h  so  fuU  of  sap,  that  the  ISkt  of  it 
13  scarcely  to  be  seen  in  any  oAtr  part  of  the  Rossian 
dominions."  And  agaiii  we  are  told  by  La  I%rouse, 
that  ^*  in  the  natural  meadows  the  grass  was  above  four 
feet  high,  and  a  great  quantity  of  hay  might  very  wefl 
be  made  for  the  winter.  In  some  places  it  grows  so 
rapidly  that  it  would  even  bear  to  be  mowed  dffce  times 
in  the  summer.  Besides,  the  cattle  would,  b  many 
places,  find  fresh  food  the  whole  winter  through."  ^ 

To  these  diflferent  testimonies,  which  speak  safficicnt. 
ly  for  the  climate  of  Kamschatka,  I  will  add  such  ob- 
servations as  I  was  enabled  to  make  during  mf  own 
stay  there.  The  first  snow  fell  on  the  twenty-dghlh  of 
September,  old  stile,  the  tenth  of  October,  new ;  till 
that  time  the  weather  was  almost  constantly  mild  and 
fine.  The  winter  of  1806  and  1807,  which  I  passed 
here,  I  Was  assured  was  more  severe  than  wnial,  as 
A watscha  Bav  was  nearly  frozen  over,  which  is  sddom 
the  case.  Tne  thermometer  was  never  below  twenty* 
two  degrees  by  Reaumur^ 

In  the  month  of  March,  betw  een  the  twelfth  and 
twenty-third,  I  took  a  journey  IromTigil  to  Bdche- 
retsk,  when  I  found  the  snow  in  niany  parts  entirely 
melted,  and  the  rivers  free  from  ice.  The  snow  was 
still  deep  about  thfe  harbour  of  St.  Peter  ^and  St  Paul 
In  the  beginning  oi'April  I  went  to  Werchnoi  Kams- 
chatka, at  whith  time  all  the  rivers  and  strcanis.wcrc 
perfectly  free,  and  the  snow  almost  every  where  entirely 
melted.  At  my  return  to  St.  Peter  and  St  Paul,  on 
the  twenty. second  of  April,  every  thing  was  greerr,  and 
^!ic  spring  !»crbs  shooting.     The  wild  garljck,  in  parti* 
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cular^  wa$  alre9dy  some  heigkh  above  gromd.:  tbis^is 
collected  for  the  people  who  are  ill  with  the  scurvy* 
By  the  end  of  April  the  cows  were  f<^in|(;  on  the  new 
grass.  The  nights  were  generally  cold>  but  in  the  day 
the  benign  influence  of  the  sun^s  rays  w^s  strongly  felt. 

The  diniate  of  Kanispbatka,  according  to  my  expe- 
rience, appears  very  much  the  same  as  in  the  European 
nations  that  lie  under  correspondent  latitudes,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  this  peninsula  I  have  no  doubt,  under  ^ 
better  order  of  things,  would  be  richly  supplied^  by  the 
productions  of  the  l^nd,  with  every  tiling  requisite  to 
the  support  of  life  in  comfort  and  affluence.  The  zeal 
and  activity  shewn  by  his  excellency  Von  Pestel,  the 
present  Governor  of  Siberia,  for  improving  the  situation 
of  this  country,  give  hopes  gf  the  hap])iest  consequen- 
ces ;  and  how  grateful  mu^t  it  be  to  s^  benevolent  heart 
to  be  considered  as  the  benefactor  and  autlior.  of  liapipi- 
ness  to  a  whole  nation. 

As  to  what  Qoncems.  the.  present  political  situation 
and  institutions  of  Ksunschatka,  such  ample  ififbrma* 
tipn  is  given  by  Captain  Von  Krusenstemin  the  secQod 
part  of  bis  voyage,  that  I  can  scarcely  add  any  thing  tt» 
it ;  and  I  will  dierefore  rather  confine  myself  to  what 
concerns  die  natural  history  of  the  country  and*  its  {xti* 
ductions.  Happy  shall.  I  be  if,  in  so  doing,  I  may  call 
the  atteindon  of  diose  to  whom  it  is  a  point  of  real-  im* 
portance,  towards  ai  region,  at  present,  too  little;  known 
and  too  much  neglected. 

Quadrupeds,  birds,  fish,  fruits,  or  rather  berries,  of 
various  sorts^  with  many  kindiB  of  wholesome  pi^Qts 
and  roots,  and  forest  trees  of  a  pf^y  Goneiderable  size, 
are  produced  in  the  greatest  abundance  in  Kamscb0(f« 
ka.  The  following  are  iimon^the  most  iiii|>ortant 
species  of  each  class^  X.^^ 

'  Be  A  Rs*  The  ursus  arctos  thrive»^ere  Receding- 
ly.  The  skins  are  commonly  used  for  covering  sledg* 
es,  or  for  spreading  over  the  beds,  seldom  fG\ciothing. 
When  stripped  of  the  ha^c.the  leatJicr  is  us^d  vcryv^nuch 
for  the  soles  of  boots,  as  it  keeps  the  feet  very  warm, 
and  is  h:ss  liable  to  be  frozi^n  than  any  ocher  leather, 
^rhe  flesh  is  considered  as  a  great  dainty,  and  the  fat  u:. 


$18  AQCOVNT  OF  KAMSCBAT|;A. 

'  used  in  cookeiy  instead  of  63  ;*  'tjie  latter  is  aho  used 
forKgfatin|^  the  houses^  The  intestines,"  ti^  well 
deanedy  dned,  and  sewed  together,  are  stretdied  over 
frames  and  used  instead  of  glass  for  the  irindows. 
These  animak  live  chiefly  upon  fish. 

Wild  $fi£SP.  The  auis  ammon  is  fimA  princK 
paBy  upon  the  highest  parts  of  the  eastern  and  vestero 
chains  of  mountains.  The  skins  furnish  exodknt 
lifarm  clothings  to  die  Kamschadales,  and  the  fiesh  b 
Barticularly  good  eating.  A  great  numtxr  of  tbem  are 
Killed  in  die  autumn  for  mnttr  stores. 

RiiK-n£EK>  cenms  caribou.  These  ammals  are 
found  in  great  numbers,  both  w9d  and  tame.  The 
Gomparatlve  riches  of  the  Coraks,  whose  country  joins 
to  Kamschatka,  consists  in  the  greater  or  less  number 
of  rein-deer  possessed  by  them :  they  adminifier  to  aO 
their  n)c6t  essential  wants,  fomishing  them  fbod>  cloth- 
ing, and  in  some  sort  habitations.  Fonneiijr  large 
flocks  of  tame  rein-deep  were  kept  in  the  western  m 
north^westem  parts  of  Kamschatka ;  these  were  aO, 
liowever,  bought  up  or  stolen,  through  the  cupidity  of 
the  Commandant.  The  present  Governor, •Genera! 
Von  Koscheleflf,  convinced  of  the  great  importance  and 
utiiity  of  these  animds,  has  begun  to  collect  together 
new  flocks  of  diem,  and  has  purchased  mairjr,  on  ac- 
count of  the  crown,  from  tl^  wandering  nauons  up 
the  borders.  By  cultivating  this  branch  d  political 
economy  widi  diligence  .and  attention,  to  a  very  few 
years  tlie  entire  pcninsuk  might  have  an  ample  suppir 
of  ei^Cdkotand  wholesdme  meat  the  whole  year  round. 
This  would  cofltribute/very  essentially  towaids  keep- 
ing the  inhabitants  in  ^pod  healdi.  The  acootnplisn-' 
ment  of  tto  important  m  object  ^vould  be  the  more  ea- 
sy, as  the  C^ksnOy^^  drive  lacge  herds  of  their 
rein^deer  fai|to  tl^rrountry  for  the  purpose  of  seffing  them 
either  aiivef)r  d^d  to  the  Kamschadales, 

Althotigh  there  are  abundance  of  hares,  k/m  bff^^h, 
marmciits,  arctomy^  bohat^  and  ermines,  musfeh  ermi^ 
nea^hath  the  flesh  and  skins  are  held  in  little  estiroatioo, 
artd  it  is  thought  scarcely  worth  while  to  catch  them. 
In  the  year  1805,  General  Koscbeleff  was  presented  bv 
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a  Kagiksdiadale,  as  a  vcrf  gpeiA  euno^ty,  wiih  the  skm 
of  an  ermine  entirelyfUack.  JBJack,  red,  and  stone  - 
foxes,  cmis  tycoon^  ^canis  vidpes^  md  caais  lagcfit^Sj^ 
though  they  abound,  are  little  valued,  and  are  therefore 
scarcely  to  be  brought  into  questicxi.  The  skin  of  the 
wolf,  on  the  contrary,  earns  mpusy  is  much  more  valued* 
and  brought  in .  abupds^nce  to  Ochotsk  as  an  article  of 
trade.  1  hese  creatures  sometimes  rove  about  in  large 
flocks,  when  they  are  very  formidable^.and  do  a  great 
deal  dp  mischief.  , 

Sabl£s,.  musteh  zihei£na.  The  skins  of  these  am- 
mals  are  considered  as  the  most  cosdy  of  all  furs.  The 
hair  of  those  taken  p  Kanpischatka  is  extremely  thicks 
but  the  fur  must  yield  to  that  of  the  sables  taken  about 
the  River  Lena  in  Siberia,  both  as  tp  its  darkness  and 
glossiness*  In  former  times  the  quantity  of  sables  tal^en 
was  so  great,  that  in  one  year  only  skins  to  the  value  of 
eighty  thousand  roubles  were  broii^ht  to  Ochotsk. 
At  present  the  Kamschadales  are  so  ojppiessed  with  th^ 
tributes  exacted  by  the  government^  that  they  scarcely 
get  more  than  sufficient  to  make  up  the  number  requir* 
ed :  in  the  last  year  the  value  of  the  sables  taken  did 
not  amount  to  more  than,  between  three  and  four  thou* 
sand  roubles.  Now  and  theUf  but  very  rarely^  white » 
sables  have  been  taken. 

The  Glutton^  ursusguhy  b  rare,  and  the  skin  is 
of  great  value  ;  it  is  chiefly  used  for  bordering  dresses  of 
other  kinds  of  fur. 

Phoca  ^ubatis^  Phoca  vituUna^  and  other  kinds  of 
seals,  are  among  the  very  abundant  productions  of  these 
parts.  They  are  sometinies  killed  in  OFder/to  be  taken, 
sometimes  taken  alive  in  nets,  and  are  of  very  great 
utili^.  The  skins  are  used  to  Cut  into  straps  for  mak* 
ing  me  harness  used  tq  the  sledges ;,  th^y  fire  also  used 
for  soles  to  boots  and  shoes ;  the  fat  and  oil  are  used 
both  for  eating,  and  for  lighting  the  houses ;  the  flesh, 
though  black,  and  not  well  flavoured*  is  also  sometimes 
eaten.  The  entrails  of  some  of  the  species  arc  used*  in 
the  same  manner  as  those  of  the  beorst  instead  of  glas^ 
for  the  windows. 
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Sea-otters,  hztm  marfntr,  m«  now  rare ;  the  skins, 
which  are  so  highly  prized  in  other  coontries,  are  fur- 
ni^ed  chiefly  by  America  and  the  Aleutian  islands. 
The  fish -otter,  lutra  vulgaris  j  is  found  in  abundance 
about  the  lakes,  and  the  skin  is  much  used  as  trinlnung 
tot  winter  dresses. 

Whales  o?  several  sorts  abound,  but  tfie  Kamscha- 
dales  do  not  go  out  in  pursuit  of  them ;  they  only  use 
the  fat  and  oil  of  those  that  are  thrown  on  ^lore  by  the 
waves.  Great  numbers  come  in  the  herring  season  into 
Ae  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul ;  and  if  the 
Kamschadales  would  only  give  themselves  a  littlb  trou- 
ble  in  endeavouring  to  catch  th^rti,  they  might  b^diade 
a  rich  source  of  gam. 

As  domestic  animals,  horned  cattle,  horses,  rein-^er, 
and  dogs  must  be  particularly  mentioned.  Widiin  a 
few  years  some  villages  have  taken  to  the  cultivation  of 
homed  cattle ;  and  in  Milkowbi,  Klutsche&kaia,  MaK 
ka,  and  other  places,  may  be  seen  herds  to  the  amount 
of  seventy  or  eighty  head.  In  some  of  the  parts  about 
the  Kamschatka  River,  particiiliirly  in  the  village  of 
Kosirefskv,  I  have  seen  cows  in  the  middle  of 
winter  feeding  in  the  open  field.  By  a  little  prudent 
attention,  cattle  woUld'  in  a*  short  time  become  very 
cheap  in  Kamschatka,  and  there  would  be  the  greatest 
plen^  of  milk,  butter,  and  cheese. 

Horses  are  only  in  use  in  particular  p^s  of  the  pe- 
ninsula. The  deep  snow  in  many  places  during  the 
winter  season,  and  the  difiiculty  of  making  hay,  are  ob- 
stacles against  the  use  of  horses,  so  that  dogs,  whicii 
feed  upon  fish,  are  more  employed  as  draught  animals. 
The  latter  are  indeed'  the  most  useful  of  all  domestic 
creatures,  and  are  of  such  importance,  that  T  mean  to 
speak  of  them  more  fully  in  the  next  chapter.  In  sum> 
mer,  when  the  communication  t>etween  one  place  and 
another  is  carried  on  chiefly  by  water,  the  villages  al- 
most all  lying  upon  the*  banks  of  the  rivers,  the  dogs 
are  no  longer  of  any  use,  so  that  they  rest  entirely  dur- 
ing that  season.  Horses  are  then  used  in  some  degree, 
but  only  to  ^  between  places  which  are  separated  bv 
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The  qpwtjty  of  w«elkiit  fid)  to  be  had  in  tfai^  pe^ 
lunwla  i»  almost  ii^rie^iU^  Tim  commoii  c&s^  %^ 
moi^  tl^  l^BwrJawdbte^  adumly  know  anjr  other  kxn4 
o[  ft)od^  Thpy  9i)e  eaten  ffe^b  and  saked*  bdM  and 
foa«ited» raw  ami  fitMK^  drk^aod s^^  Bra^and 
dogait  wolv«a  and  fmc%  m^-ottior^  and  aea-dogsi  wa^ 
t^-&«U  aftd  bnda  of  picy  of  varbua^aorts^  aK  feed  up** 
on  fidu 

When  the  Balm0b:  pomt  up  m  at>ring  kico  the 
rivers,  to  qmwPt  thQ  ahoals  anet  often  so  prodigioiis  a$ 
ab^olaidy  tq  aveU  the  ufatffa  arid  obatruct  thcik  course^ 
They  arp  ^otRetHnea  caught  with  hocd^s,  and  sometimee 
^thneta;  thebtter  ai^eo^ntorn  i^ith  the  vei^  of 
^  takjcv^  The  moat  commoo^  ^s^,  honvevtrr,  (^ 
catching  fi^ishy  makinga^ort  of  dam  wiUi  eheats  or 
ba^eta,  ia  which  the  fiah  are  endoaed*  I  myself  saw 
from  ten  to  twdve  thousand  aahnon  taken  in  this  way  io 
one  mg^«  Smaller  fish,  such  as  henioga,  sticklehackst 
and  the  like,  are  caught  with  flat  nets,  or  with  round 
hocq;>ed  neta*  Tbece  are  many  difibrent  species  oi  sal* 
mon,  the  principal  of  which  are  knoivn  here  by  the 
names  of  t^pfmmisck^^  Mm^cha^  pMsdha^^twiaribai 
korbusMj  k%9Miek>  gatdygaitscAUc^  k0ruehay  andehaika. 
There  are  a  Dumber  of  otiter  sorts  of  fiab,  wluoh  are  no 
less  abmidant  at  certain  tioies  of  the  y^as,  particularly 
henrin||s  and  cod ;  some  species,  which  are  not  known 
to  us  m  Europe,  can  only  be  enumerated  under  the 
Barnes  by  which  thqr  a^  here  disth^ished ;  asxcMicA* 
na^  ramschay  kamhah^  mki^  See, 

it  is  lamentable,  and  no  less  inexcusable  in  the  im- 
pravidmt  Commandments  of  St«  Peter  and  St  Paul, 
that  both  the  inhabitsints  and  their  dc^  are  often  in  the 
winter  nearly  destitute  of  food,  when  heaven  has  sent 
such  a  resource  to  the  country  as  the  fisheries,  particu* 
larly  the  herring  fishery  might  be  made;  These  fish 
come  as  it  were  even  to  Uieiv  doors ;  the  harbour  of  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul  itself  being  in  the  season  full  of  tliem, 
the  quantities  that  might  tbto  be  taken  b  inconceivable. 
The  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  the  cod.    In 

Uu2 
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AwatschaBay,  and  all  along  die  western  eoastctfihe 
peninsubi  they  come  in  such  shoals,  ^at  I  have  myself 
caught  more  than  thirty  in  an  hour  with  angfiog;  and 
it  requires  all  the  profound  ignoranoe  of  the  omiocn  at 
Kamschatka,  and  their  soldiers,  not  to  applyyAaatlidvn 
to  the  catching  aiid  curing  them.  Tb&  might  be  Ten« 
dered  as  iefficient  and  profitable  a  branch  of  tnde  here  as 
it  is  found  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  at  ifewScmaSm^ 
at  Iceland,  and  dh  the  horthem  coaste  of  Great  Britain* 
9eventy  years  agOy  tfie  excellent  Stellcr  wished  to  torn 
the  attenUon  of  his  countrymen  to  thiff  subject,  but  it 
remains  in  just  the  same  state  as  at  that  time.* 

The  quantity  of  sea-birds  good  to  eat  b  iio  less 
astoni^ing.  T he  sea-parrotSi  oiS^  ^^AsAr,  moA  oka 
GTctica^  come  in  such  enormous  fl^hts  to  the  coast  in 
spring,  at  the  breeding  time,  diat  they  may  be  taken  by 
the  hand  out  of  the  hdes  in  the  rocks  where  diey  st, 
and' might  be  salted  for  winter  stores.  Tfae^;g8of 
many  sorts  of  aka^  hms,  eolymbuSf  and  others,  are 
scattered  about  in  such  myriads,  tliat  whote  boats  foflol 
them  might  be  collected,  and  preserved  in  train»cnl  &r 
the  winter,  as  at  the  iislands  of  St.  George  and  St^ 
Paul. 

Upon  die  greater  part  of  the  tr|vers  in  Kamsdiatka, 
sudi  numbers  of  wild-geese  and  ducks  come  in  sprii^ 
and  autumn,  that  thousands  might  ea^ly  be  tdEen  with 
nets.  Hiey  are,  notwithstanding,  things  very  rardy 
seen  at  the  table  of  a  Kamschad^ ;  why  ?  tfa^y  have 
neither  nets,  powder,^  nor  time  to  go  in  pur$uk  of 
tfiem.  The  young  wild-ducks  upon  A watscha^  Rivfr 
are  caught  in  considerable  numbenr  by  spiking  them 
with  a  sort  of  wooden  diree-prcxiged  fork  ;  they  m^t 
be  taken  by  thousands  with  nets.    Very  litde  tame 

Eouhry  is  to  be  seen,  and  indeed  they  can  scarodty  be 
ept  on  account  of  the  dogs,  who  devour  whatever  they 
can  find.  ^ 

*  The  want  of  powder  has  of-late  been  atttiewliaft  ninedzei^ 
owing:  to  the  urgent  re|>resentations  msA'^  upon  the  subject  by 
the  Govemor-geperal  of  Siberiaj  M.  Von  Pastel. 
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l%e  feUowidg  aie  anuHiS^^  pcincipfll  kinds  of  .birds 
which  I  observ^  here... 


^$na$  Stgetum. 
Amos  Clangula. 

AmsMosehas. 
AnM^euia. 

Akaarctiixu 


Cohmbus  ^^entrmoKs. 
Coitfmbus  xroUc 
Mergus. 

Pe&anua  Gractdus* 
PdeconwUrik. 
Tetrao,  Lgtgopm^ 
Teirao  T^trias^ 
Tetno  VrogaUM. 


Several  sortsof  Xorni  are  likewise  to  be  seen  with  a 
nomber  of  imfiab*bifd$>  singing  birds,  and  birds  of 
pref,  ih^natnral  hiatoiy  of  vraich  deserves  to  be  more 
accurately  known. 

^  The  vegetable  kingdom  is  not  at  all  behind-hand  with 
the  animal.  In  the  forests^  on  the  hiUs,  and  in  the  val« 
lies,  the  moat  execUem  berciea  are  to  be  found  in  such 
veiy  great  abvndanoe,  that  they  might  be  collected  19 
brge  casks  full,  aiid  preserved  for  the  winter  in  vinegar 
or  bnuKlyy  if  the  Kamschadales  had  a  Utde  less  apathy, 
and  a  little  more  fofethought.  They,  however,  think 
only  of  .the  present,  and  never  conocm  themselves  about 
tfaefulure;  they  have,  thecefore,  at  one  time  of  the 
year  a. great  nmny  more  berries  than  they  can  consume, 
at  ancraer  they  have  none  at  all.  The  number  and 
gQodnea(s  of  the  berries  compensates  b  great  measure 
the  total  want  of  fruit-trees  and  garden  fruits. ;  but 
these  might  also  be  had,  if  the  same  care  and  attention 
were  paid  to  raising  them,  and  habituating  them  bv  de*  « 
grees  to  a  new  soil  and  climate,  that  is  paid  in  Euro- 
pern  gardens  and  orchards.  The  following  are  the 
principal  benies  that  are  to  be  found  growing  wild. 


Mubus  chamamorus 
*Vaccinium  vitis  idoea 
yaccimum  axycoccos 
yaccimum  uhgmosum 
Berber  IS  vulgaris    - 
Jitbes  rubrum    •  *  • 


the  dowdbeny. 
the  red  bilberry, 
the  cranberry, 
th^  marsh  bilberry^ 
the  barbcny. 
the  red  currant. 
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Prtmus  Padus    •     •.  the  Ufd-cfaorty. 

Scrims  aueuparia     •  the  service. 

jd!r&tt  AijT  imi  iiTtii     •  dietnattagmfti: 

Jtubus  arct'CM    ^    .  the  black  bertjr* 

Lonweraca^fuku     .  the  how^raoddcw 

Nor  is  there  My  ileficieocy  of  wholesAnift  raolfe  in 
Kamscbatka  s  the  sarantiav  wUd  garlicky  taamsm^  and 
others,  affoitl  Very  ticcellent  noiiriahineiit,  Tttfiups 
and  radishes  al$o  thrive  ektrdmdy  well,  Tire  tf  an  ex* 
tremely  good  flavour,  and  grow  to  an  wnazing  size. 
Horseradish  is  a  plant  whdly  unknown.  Potatoes, 
which  thrive  here  as  well  as  in  aiqr  port  df  Europe^ 
ttiighti  if  the  cultivation  of  tfaem  xmt  anffidnid^  pn>> 
looted,  supply  in  some  sort  die  place  offartad;  and 
thesc>  with  the  fish,  beme%  Acsh  of  idn^ber,  tiears, 
sea-^gs,  wild-sheep^  wild-duda  and  gdtee,  seainds, 
^SB^;  ^c.  wotiM  furnish  food  of  an  excdknt  ifoality, 
and  ih  great  abuhd^ncei  for  a  nunmooa  popnlatiau 

Added  to  thte  abtindam  supply  of  food  the  ^ast  fo- 
rests  of  Kamsdia&a  ciffer  an  almost  faiexhaustible  .pro> 
vi^n  of  wtxid  both  for  building  and^firing.  In  some 
"pans,  paiticularly  in  Tolbatscii  and  Tachabina,  I  have 
been  astonish^  to  see  ihe  irize  tp;  wJUcb  the  larches 
:gtow ;  dome  of  the  thinks  r^ch  to  die  faeigbdi  tsf  eigh- 
ty  or  a  hundred  fieet,  and  the  textore  of  the  wood  is 
even  closer  and  hankr  thsm  of  the  tiees  about  Ocbotsk, 
ivhieh  are  u^ed  in  diip-buikiing.  At  diSsreot  times, 
ships  have  been  built  both  in  the  Kamacbadta  River, 
and  at  Bolcheretsk,  which  have  been  foin^d  to  last  ex- 
tremely Well.  The  aiaik  £agb,  built  hete  in  the  win- 
ter  of  1790,  by  Captain  Hall,  for  Billing'^  escpedicion, 
^  was.stiU  in  exoeedu^^good  cdnditian  in  1806,  vvhen  die 
was  stranded  in  the  Bay  of.  Jamsk« 

The  ioUowing  iare  the  acxts  of  wood  most  common 
in  Kamschatka. 

Birch  of  various  sorts,  irf{i/b*dBo,£e/iiiiiMm,  and 
others.  This  is  the  most  common  sort  of  tree  ail  over 
the  peni()^)ula.  i  t  is  used  by  the  inhabitants  for  a  varie- 
ty of  parjx)ses,  particuiariy  in  making  their  sledges,  anr 


for  firing.  X)f  the  bark  of  this  tree,  here,  ta  "well  as  in 
xmny  other  |)artsi  of  Russia,  vetisds  of  Various  khtis 
are  made*     The  sap  is  not  at  ell  uaed. 

Laech  Thkes^  ptmiy  ffartB.  i  his  wood  is  ex% 
tremely  useful  in  building  houses  and  fc>r  ship  buildings 

Po  F  L  A  E s,  pQpudut  iaiba.  These  are  prinapally  used 
for  making  the  caiioesi  which  are  hoUowed  ottt  of  ;tbc 
tmok  of  a  single  tree. 

,  Ftm^rpnusidiei:  Tbeaetffe^nly  foand  in  some 
parts  of  the  pei^iftula,  purticularljr  between  Tigil  and 
Nisohn^  Katnschatka. 

TheCju)i4B  V^VMt^fntms  kemUa,  is  found  in  aloioist 
C9ory  part  of  tbe  country..  Although  ^  English  na* 
vigators,  Captrins  King  and  Gore,  duiiag  their  stay  al 
Karoschatka,  brew«d  eiioelkm  apruoe  beer  from  this 
^W,  tibia  was  not  suffioient  to  impress  the  inhabitants 
wHh  «  fedif^  of  the  advantiqges  that  might  be  derived 
from  following  ^  example.  The  fruit  of  the  tree  is 
amaU,  and  itis  cnty  gatiiered  and  eaten  as  a  regale 

TbePLATAifir^' OsiEKTAtia,  orient^  fibne,  is 
ooty  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  used  trar  any  purpose 
whatever.  The  bark  of  the  didtrybeiula  tdnut^  is  used 
incaringthcBkinsof  the  rein-deer  and  other  animals* 
WiUows,  so&c .  m:emma  and  ^aiix  pefttdndray  are  only 
used  a&  fire- wood* 

JvviFSR,  funiperas  commwrn^  and  several  other 
ahrubs,  ts  the  cr^mgus  osctfeanthaj  or  whitethorn ; 
fomoamna^  or  dogrose;  rota  ^inbmssimay  or  Scotch 
tos/^  i  ymA^ionicera  ^mruho^  or  honeysuckle,  grow  in 
^^fusion.. 

Nor  must  i  omit  the  advantages  which' might  be  de- 
rived from  the  mineral  kingdom.  It  would  be  no  sknall 
one  if -pottery  of  all  kinds  wot  made  upoii  the  qpot ; 
aftid  k  18  certain  that  there  is  in  the  Jieighbourhood  of  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul,  particularty  abddt  the  village  of  Da- 
lia  Buchta,  and  the  hot  springs  of  Parattinka,  very  good« 
in  die  latter  place  very  fine  white  argile  for  pottery. 
There caniKrt  be  any  doubt,  therefiire,  but  that  a  manu- 
factory of  this  kind  would  succeed,  under  the  care  of 
personsof  k no  V  ledge  and  industry.  But  such  is  the 
total  ignorance  of  the  art  of  working  up  and  bnrnir,^ 
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clav  fcnr  similar  purpose  that  prevaib  in  Kamscfaatka^ 
and  such  has  basn  the  negligence  of  the  CommSndants^ 
*that,  when  I  was  there,  notwithstanding  the  abundance 
of  excellent  argile  in  the  country,  they  had  no  idea  even 
of  burning  bricks  to  build  stoves* 

Salt,  which  might,  and  ought  to  be  procured  iinom 
the  sea  that  washes  the  coasts  of  thd  peninsula,  is  gene* 
rally  so  scarce,  that  a  pood  will  sell  fortenortwdverou* 
ble&  How  great  would  be  the  advantage  of  establish- 
ing salt  ihanufactories«. 

Th^  numerous  volcanoes  yield  solid  suljAur  m  great 
abundance,  which  might  be  converted  into  a  profitable 
article  of  ex  portation.  The.  west  side  of  Itischa  fiimish- 
es  excellent  sandstone,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Tigil  many  traces  of  iron  mines  ate  to  Ims^  seen.  Yet, 
however  rich  the  country  may  be  in  metals,  while  tlie 
population  is  so  exceedingly  circumscribed,  it  would 
not  be  prudent  to  attempt  working  the  mines. 

From  all  that  has  been  advanced,  the  just  condu»on 
to  be  drawn  is,  that  Kamschatka  is  a  countiy  perfectly 
capable  of  being  cultivated,  and  that  the  climate  is  not 
near  so  frightful  as  it  b  generally  conceived  to  he.  I 
am,  on  the  contrary,  very  much  inclined  to  hazard  tlic 
opinion  that  few  provinces  of  the  Russian  Empite  have 
within  diemselvts  such  abundant  means  oS  bemg  rich* 
ly  supplied  with  the  necessaries  of  life;  nay^  ibsLt  the 
Kamschadales,  from  the  variety  and  plenty  of  natwai 
productiofis  with  which  their  country  ^  aboundsi  n^ht, 
by  the  exertion  of  a  little  attention  and  industry,  live 
easier  lives  in  the  enjoyment  of  greater  plenty,  than  ma- 
ny European  nations  with  much  milder  cfinaates. 

Through  tlie  new  regulations  recently  made  by  oar 
most  gracious  monarch^  and  the  appointment  cf  a  torn* 
mittee,  which  is  to  occupy  itself  in  examining  into  the 
existing  abuses,  and  the  best  mode  of  improving  the 
situation  of  ttie  country,  very  important  steps  are  taken 
towards  the  introduction  of  a  better  ixdit  of  thinigs ; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  m  time  the  vi^nts  and  hard- 
ships under  which  the  peninsula  has  suffered  may  be 
alleviated,  and  a  good  foundation  laid  for  attaining  fu- 
ture prospmty  by  means  of  industry  and  commeroe. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


I^te  XanncfuuUe  Dogs^  amskkred  as  draught  Ani- 
mals.-^The  species  ofD^s  used  fir  the  Purpose. ^^ 
Their  mode  ef  Idje.-^Castratijon — Docking.-^ 
Mode  of  Treatment  m  their  Infancy. — JStames*'^ 
Food. — The  Past  Stations —Mim6er  required  for  a 
Sledge.-^The^  Swiftness.-^The  Leader.— Thetr 
Price.^^Prefgrenee  abaoe  Horses.  -^Their  Diseases* 
^The  Harness.-— The  Skdges.'-The  Ostotl^The 
Smrw-shoes.'-^The  lee-shaes  — The  PosltiU* — The 
Jbumeys^in  SSed^es* 


THE  great  and  manifold  uses  of  dogs  to  Europeans 
is  VftXL  known  :  to  the  hunters  thgr  are  indispensable 
companions ;  by  the  shepherds  are  the  ilock  entrusted 
to  their  care ;  and  to  die  housekeeper  and  traveller  they 
are  a  source  of  security.  Their  value  to  the  South  Sea 
islanders  is  of  a  different  kind :  there  they  are»  in  con- 
junction with  the  swine,  the  only  Isorts  of  flesh  eaten 
by  them*  To  the  inhabitants  all  along  the  shores  of  . 
the  Icy  Sea,  through  all  Siberia,  in  Kamschatka, 
among  the  Kurile  Islands,  <iuite  to  the  northernmost 
possessionsof  Japan,  in  a  distance  of  more  tbati  a  hun- 
dred degrees  of  longitude,  among  the  Ostiaks,  the  Sa- 
nioiedes,  a  great  part  of  the  Tungusians,  the  Coracks, 
the  Tschutski*,  the  Kurikans,  the  Ainus  of  Jesso  and 
Tschoka,  dogs  are  of  still  greater  importance  as  driiught 
animals.      /  ' 

As  the  Kamschadales  train  their  dogs  with  greater 

f  ♦ 

^Some  tribes  of.th^  Ttcliutskt  make^Use  of  rein-deer  more  *  - 
tinui  of  dogs.  Thote  who  use'  the  tbrmer  are  called  the  wan*  > 
dcTui|^<ribe8}  those  who  employ  the  loiter  the  stationary  ones. 


•  « 
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care  and  attention  than  any  other  oatbn,  and  6moe  no 
one  can  bear  the  peninsula  of  Kamschatka  named  with- 
out the  association  of  their  post  dogs  immediatdy  pre. 
senting  itself  to  the  mind  ;  since,  moreover,  according 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  e:s;cept  firom  die  little  in- 
formation  given  us  by  Steller  aiid  KrascheninnikoS^  we 
know  nothing  of  the  manner  in  which  they  are  trained 
and  kept,  and  that  my  interest  was 'extremely  excited 
by  the  subject  during  the  winter  I  passed  there,  ao  that 
I  collected  all  the  j^icul^rs  I  could  possibly  acquire 
relative  to  these  anuuals^  From  these  various  conside* 
rations  I  have  thought  it  might  i^t  be  unacqq^abk  to 
my  readers  that  an  entire  ck^pier  shQ^k)  b^d^i^ottdto 
them. 

The  Kamsobadale  dogs  have  aloiig  sharp  snoot, 
erect  pointed  ears^  and  a  btig  tail  with  very  tbid^  hair. 
In  their  form,  figure,  size,  aqd  whole  external  a]^)£ar. 
ance,  they  resemble  the  wolf  very  strongly.  The  Eu- 
ropean  doga  which  they  most  resemble  are  the  sbep- 
hml'sdogs,  as  they  are  called,  with  pointed  DOse& 
The  hair  of  some  b  strait  and  short,  of  otheiB  long  and 
soft ;  a  few  have  the  skin  covered  with  a  positive  wool, 
which,  if  properly  washed  and  prepared,  may  be  qpun 
like  the  wdol  of  sheep«  The  dogs  which  have  this 
wool,  or  the  long  and  nne  hair,  are  calkd  ma^naieSi  or 
hairy,  and  their  skins  are  much  sought  after  lor  making 
warm  winter  garments,  or  fo^  trimming  the  clothes. 
This  kind  of  dogs  is  not  very  good  for  travelling ;  they 
can  indeed  scarcely  be  used  in  firesh  fallen  $now,  or  if 
the  snow  be  very  deep,  since  in  either  casfe  it  often 
hangs  about  the  fine  hair,  and  gets  entangled  with  it, 
where,  it  Ireezes,  and  impedes  the  animaPs  runniog  ve- 
ry essentially*  The  taU-lep;ed  and  thinly  haired  dogs 
are  the  best  for  dravnqg  a  Ught  skdge.  $ome  few  oi* 
the  dogs  bark  like  ours,  but  the  greater  part  noer  bark, 
but  only  howl.  Their  cdtours  vary  exceedingly; 
they  are  black,  white,  grey,  red,  and  timoSt  all  spotted 
in  a  great  variety  of  ways. 

They  live,  the  whole  year  througli^  ,out  in  the  open 
air,  never  in  any  kind  of  house  or  stable.  In  summer 
they  scrape  themselves  boles  in  the  0tftb>  in  which 
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they  lie  down  to  be  somewhat  coder,  and  in  winter  they 
bu^  themselves  in  snow  in  the  same  way,  as  a  shelter 
from  the  cold,  I  have  often  mysdf,  in  very  storn^ 
weather^  seen  them  buiy  themselves  thus,  and  lie  there 
with  the  snow  falling  upon  them  over  and  over  again, 
without  attemptmg  to  stir,  and  when  wanted,  they  come 
out  from  under  a  considerable  depth  of  snow.  They 
can  bear  any  degree  of  cold  much  better  (ban  heat.  In 
the  spring,  when  the  weather  grows  warm,  they  pan^ 
as  if.  they  had  come  off  a  long  joun^ey. 

Whtn  the  young  dogs  ^e  some  weeks  old,  and  can 
live  without  die  mother's  milk,  their  training  is  begun. 
The  irsi  step  is  to  fasten  them  to  a  st^ke  by  a  uttle 
stick,  or  a  chain  fixed  to  a  collar  round  dieir  neck; 
This  at  once  prevents  their  getting  a  habit  of  gnawing 
the  leather,  df  v^ich  the  harness  msy  are  to  wear  in  fu- 
ture is  made,  and  gives  them  a  habit  of  keeping  still 
andquiet«  ^ 

In  their  youth  they  are  fed  widi  a  soup  made  of  fish, 
of  which  they  att  allowed  to  eat  as  often  and  as  much 
» they  please,  so  that  they  sometimes  fill  themselves  to 
such  a  degree  that  they  can  scarcely  stir,  and  their  bel- 
lies seem  ready  to  burst.  This  soup  should  be  given 
them  milkwarm;  never  hott  Thus  fed,  they  grow 
very  strong  and  large,  and  those  that  eat  heartily  are  al- 
ways exp^ted  to  turnout  strong  and  useful  dogs.  The 
largest  boned  animals,  with  a  high  and  broad  foot,  long 
pointed  and  erect  ears,  a  widely  opening  mouth,  ex- 
tremely peaked  at  the  end,  and  thick  mad^  at  the  back 
of  the  head  and  breast,  are  always  considered  as  die 
best  built  for  work. 

All  dogs  designed  for  the  harness  imdergo  castration 
when  they  are  about  five,  or  between  five  and  six  months 
old.  This  operatioi^  is  performed  uiider  the  idea,  that 
by  it  they  are,  like  our  horses,  rendered  capable  oi 
bearing  greater  fatigue,  and  are  less  liable  to  be  disturb^ 
ed  by  their^asiuons  and  inclinations;  Summer  is  the 
best  time  for  performing  the  operation,  as  in  the  au« 
tumn  or  winter  the  wound  does  not  hod  near  so  fast. 
The  dogs  that  remain  uncastrated  for  breeding,  and 
the  bitches,  ore  never  used  for  the  draught  except  ii> 

.    Xx2 
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cases  of  great  necessity.  The  castrated  dogs  always* 
bear  the  others  a  most  determined  enmity,  and  will  bite 
them  severely  whenever  they  have  an  opportunity. 

A  second  operation,  which  the  drau^t  dogs  must 
undergo,  is  to  have  tlieir  tails  docked.  As  in  their  na- 
tural state  the  tail  is  very  long  and  tte  hair  very  thick , 
it  would  be  a  great  incumbrance  to  them  in  running. 
Like  the  Englbh  horses,  therefore,  there  are  few  Kam- 
schadale  dogs  to  be  seen  that  are  not  docked.  This 
operation  is  not  performed  till  the  dog  is  considered  as 
having  arrived  at  his  full  growth,  and  that  is  not  till  it 
is  between  two  and  three  years  old :  it  is  supposed  that 
performing  it  sooner  would  impede  the  animal's 
growth. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  by  a  constant  repetition  of  this 
operation,  nature  is  so  put  out  of  her  proper  course  as 
that  sometimes  dogs  will  even  be  bom  without  tails: 
an  instance  of  the  kind  I  saw  myself  in  Malka,  a  con- 
siderable village  in  tlie  interior  of  Kamschatka.  In 
die  same  ipanncr  I  have  known  in  England,  particular- 
iy  among  the  breed  of  large  heavy  cart*horses,  instances 
of  colts  Gomuig  into  the  world  witlioutthis  usual  ap- 
pendage*. 

As  long  as  the  dogs  are  grooving,  they  should  not  be 
put  into  harness,  otherwise  there  is  danger  of  dieir  ne- 
ver attaining  their  full  strength.  This  rule  was  former- 
ly observed  very  rigidly,  bS  in  latter  years  the  Kam- 

*  What  would  the  author  say  then  to  a  kitten  born  without 
a  tail  ?  Such'  an  instance  has  fallen  under  the  Translator's  ob* 
servation.  This  could  not  be  ascribed  to  the  same  cause,  since, 
though  the  English  dock  their  horses,  thef  do  not  dock  their 
cats.  Indeed  it  seems  a  totally  vain  research  to  endeavour  to 
account  for  such  eccentricities  of  nature.  We  should  never 
thinkof  ascribing  the  misfortune  of  a  child's  being  bom  with- 
out arms,  instances  of  which  have  been  known,  to  the  necessity 
which  has  not  unfrequently  occurred  of  people  having  an  arm 
taken  off;  and  it  is  probable,  that  the  few  instances  which  might 
be  cited  of  Kamschadale  dogs  or '  English  horsts .  being  born 
without  tails,  would  have  occurred  equally  even  though  the 
practice  of  docking  had  never  prevailed  in  either  country.  Be- 
sides, it  Rppears,  from  the  author's  own  account,  that  it  is  only 
the  draught  dogs,  not  the  breeding  dogs  that  are  dockedr**^ 
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scliadales,  for  waift  of  time  to  Idy  up  a  proper  supply  of 
winter-stores,  and  from  the  services  they  are  obliged  to 
perform  for  the  crown,  have  lost  so  many  of  their 
dranght  dogs,  that  they  have  been  obliged  to  use  the 
young  ones  even  at  only  seven  or  eight  months  old,  by 
which  means  the  number  and^  excellence  of  them  is  so 
much  diminished,  that,  instead  of  three  or  four,  which 
formerly  wer^quite  sufficient  to  draw  a  light  load,  five 
or  six  are  now  required. 

The  Kamschadales  of  the  present  day  look  back 
with  deep  regret  to  the  time  whenlheir  forefathers  could 
bestow  the  utmost  care  and  attention  upon  training  their 
dogs.  They  were  then  confined  in  pits  made  m  the 
earth,  and  daily  fed  by  the  same  person.  After  they 
had  undergone  castration,  and  were  recovered  from  it, 
they  were  brought  out  Scorn  time  to  time,  and  harnessed 
with  old  and  experienced  dogs,  that  they  might  learn  to 
draw,  and  then  carried  back  to  the  pit,  where  they  were 
constantly  confined  till  they  were  thoroughly  broke  in^ 
to  the  h^ness.  The  dogs  that  were  thus  trained  be- 
came fearful  of  the  light,  and  of  mankind ;  at  the  least 
noise,  even  the  rustling  of  a  bird  in  its  flight,  they  were 
alarnied,  and  then  drew  with  their  utmost^  strength. 
Three  trained  in  this  way,  and  not  brought  into  use  till 
they  had  attained  their  fuU  strength,  would  do  as  much 

.  work  as  six  in  the  present  dary.  Young  dogs,  who  are 
naturally  more  eager  than  old,  are  very  apt  to  exert  them* 
selves  too  much,  for  which  reason  the  Kamschadales 
do  not  willingly  employ  them  in  long  journeys,  but 
rather  keep  tl^m  to  travelling  short  diistances  and  with 
light  loads.  *  Dogs  of  five  or  six  years  old  are  the  best 
for  going  long  journeys  and  drawing  heavy  loads. 

Every  dog  has  a  name  given  him  when  he  is  young, 
vdiich  is  commonly  taken  from  his  colour,  or  somie 
peculiar  property  about  him;  for  instance,  short-ear, 
lon^-ear,  hapging-ear, sharpnose, red-spot,  black-head, 
white-foot,  shprt-tail,  &c.  &c.      This  custom  has  its 

'  particular  use ;  for  when  a  number  of  dogs  are  harness- 
cd  together,  arid  any  one  does  not  do  his  duty,  the  driver 
calls  to  him  by  his  name  with  a  menacing  voice,  which 
is  sufficient  to  urge  him  on.      Such  a  distinction 'iil  the 
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more  necessary,  as  the  whole  attebgeh  mdoQged  en- 
tirdy  by  words,  never  by  the  whip  or  guidii^  reins. 

The  dogs'are  fed  principal^  upon  fi^  which  h  ^ven 
them  under  all  possible  forms ;  raw  or  cooked,  fieJi, 
frozen,  dried,  or  putrid.  Yet  a  ^reat  deal  of  attentioQ 
to  their  feed  is  necessary,  and  every  Kamsqhadak^  who 
is  9  good  economist,  and  would  have  his  dogs  in  good 
cn^er,  always  makes  this  one  of  his  great  objects  ia 
training  them.  In  summer  they  are  generally  left  to 
rove  at  large,  and  find  their  own  food,  when  dicy  keq) 
on  the  sea-shore,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  rivers  lurk- 
ing after  fish,  standing  in  the  water  up  to  their  bellies. 
Wnen  they  see  a  fish  they  snap  at  it  with  such  a  certain 
aim,  that  they  very  rarely  miss  it :  in  draig  ^  tfadr 
whole  head  is  firequently  under  the  water.  When  they  ' 
can  get  a  superabundance  of  food,  as  for  instance,  at  the 
time  when  the  salmon  come  up  the  rivers  in  dioals, 
they  eat  the  heads  only,  as  bemg  the  finest  flavoured 
part  of  the  fish,  leaving  the  bodies  to  become  putrid. 

In  the  autumn  these  animals  are  compelled,  bj[  a 
want  of  food,  to  return  back  to  their  owners  in  the  vil- 
lages and  towns  :  they  are  then  tied  up  that  they  may 
not  be  out  of  the  way  when  wanted  to  be  put  to  the 
sledges.  At  this  time  they  are  very  &t,  so  that  only  a 
smaU  piece  of  dried  oi  fi^ozen  fish  is  given  diem  every 
day,  some  days  even  they  are  not  aUowed  any  thing, 
thatth^  may  grow  lean  by  degrees,  since  a  very  fat  dog 
is  heavy  and  never  draws  well.  Day  and  mght  they 
make  known  their  regrets,  for  the  loss  of  their  fieedom, 
by  a  most  lamentable  howl ;  and  as  every  Kamschadale 
has  enough  of  dogs  for  an  attelage^  that  is  six  at  lea^i 
and  each  village  contains  from  mteen  to  twenty  inhabi- 
tants, there  are  commonly  from  a  hundred  and  twenty 
to  a  hundred  and  fort^  or  fift^  do^  As  soonas  <»» 
begins  to  raise  his  voice,  all  join  m  the  concert,  and 
make  a  most  horrible  noise  indeed. 

From  the  excessive  abundance  of  fish  b  summer^ 
and  the  want  of  time  to  clean  and  dry  them,  large  pits 
are  dug  in  the  ground,  where  they  are  tlirown  in  by  thou- 
sands, and  covered  over  with  straw,  planks,  and  earth. 
When  one  of  these  pits  is  opened  the  w  hole  neighbour- 
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hood  is  fiUea  with  the  most  horrible  pestilential  effluvia 
that  can  be  imagined,  from  the  putrid  fish,  but  this  smell 
seems  to  make  no  impression  whatever  upoA  the  t)lfac« 
tory  nerves  of  tb^  inhabitants.  These  fish,  with  other 
kinds  of  carrion,  are  the  highest  dainties  that  can  be 
given  to  the  dogs,  but  they  are  only  allowed  a  small  por* 
tion  now  and  tten.  The  practice  has,  however,  fallen 
somewhat  into  disuse  since  the  intercourse  of  the  Kam« 
schadales  with  the  Russians,  and  tlie  principal  food  of 
the  dogs,  in  winter,  is  now  frozen  or  dried  fish.  This 
latter  is  oiUed  jukola,  and  is  given  in  larger  or  smaller 
portions  according  to  the  state  of  the  dog,  whether  he  be 
much  or  little  in  flesh.  It  was  very  striking  to  me, 
tlvit  the  part ,  of  the  fish  most  prized  by  them  when 
Tresh,  the  head,  was,  when  dried,  wholly  rejected.  Per- 
haps this  is  easily  to  be  accounted  for.  1  he  bones  and 
teeth  of  the  salmon  become  extremely  hard  and  sharp 
when  dried,  and  as  the  dogs  are  often  half  famishing  with 
hunger,  so  that  they  fall  with  great  eagerness  upon  their 
food^  they  commonly  pay  for  their  dinner  with  a  bloody 
mouth.  As  long  as  the  rivers  are  frozen  and  the  dogs 
caimot  get  at  water,  they  will  quench  their  thirst  by 
eatine  snow  or  ice. 

A  horse  if  he  is  expected  to  work  well  must  be  well 
fed.  The  very  reverse  is  the  case  with  the  dogs. 
They  cannot  run  with  full  stomachs ;  and  if  any  one, 
from  well-intentioned  ignorance,  feeds  them  well,  an9 
put9  them  direcdy  to  theff  work,  they  will  knock  up  by 
the  way ;  diarrhoea  will  come  on,  and  they  will  lose  their 
strength  entirely.  They  always  set  out  therefore  witii 
empty  stomachs,  and  are  only  fed  in  the  evening  when 
the  duty  of  the  day  is  performed.  If  any  riling  is  given 
them  in  the  morning,  it  is  about  half  a  dried  fish,  and 
upon  this  slender  portion  of  food  they  will  run  sixty  or 
eiglity,  nay,  even  a  hundred  versts  in  a  day. 

Whenarrivcdat  the  place  of  their  dcstiniUion,  they 
are  not  fed  till  somewhat  cooled  After  a  journey  of 
thirty  or  forty  versts,  they  shoulci  rest  an  hour,  after  one 
of  seventy  or  eighty  versts,  at  least  two  hours,  before 
they  are .  permitted  to  eat.  A  moderutc  meal  is  then 
given  them,  iu\d  they  are  left  to  rcbt  all  nij^ht,  by  which 
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they  are  enabled  to  pursue  their  journey  again  the  next 
day.  Tbejoumeys  in  the  first  days  should  be  shorttr 
than  in  the  latter  ones ;  and  if  the  same  dogs  have  gone 
forty  or  fifty  versts  for  five  or  six  days  together,  a  dayh 
rest  ought  to  be  allowed  them  ;  they  should  then  be 
\vell  fed  before'  they  are  required  to  finish  their  task. 

From  perverseness,  for  want  of  having  been  well 
ti*ained,  so  that  they  have  acquired  bad  habits,  or  some- 
times from  hunger^  they  will  gnaw  the  leather  straps 
with  which  they  are  harnessed.  Such  a  circumstance 
may  reduce  a  traveller  to  a  very  a^^kward  dilemma,  and 
for  v'ant  of  harness  he  may  be  obliged  to  go  the  rest  of 
the  way  on  foot,  A  dog,  howcvef,  who  nas  been  pro- 
perly  trained,  would  not  even,  when  enduring  the  sever- 
^t  hunger,  dare  to  gnaw  his  harness. 

A  propensity  .to  uiieving  seems  a  quality  innate  in  the 
Ramsc^hadale  dogs :  they  will  steal  any  thing  that  comes 
in  their  way,  nor  can  they  be  broke  of  it  ^  even  by  the 
severest  correction.  In  this,  as  well  as  in'  their  exterior 
appearance,  they  seem  very  much  to  follow  die  nature 
of  tlie  wolf  and  the  fox.  When  I  was  among  the  Co- 
raks,  my  dogs  got  loose  in  the  night,  and  gnawing  a 
hole  in  my  host's  leather  bag  of  train-oil,  licked  uptiie 
whole  contents.  This  occasioned  them  the  next  day  a 
very  severe  diarrhea. 

Stinking  carrion  is  the  most  acceptable  foodAcy  can 
have ;  and  they  will  often  contend  strongly  for  human 
excrement.  If,  as  s6metimes  happens,  the  supply  of 
dried  fish  begins  to  fail  towards  spring,  the  dogs  are  then 
fed  with  the' lard  of  bears  or  sea  dogs ;  but  no  more  is 
given  them  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  support  life, 
till  tlie  fresh  fish  come-again  into  the  rivers.  If  they  arc 
allowed  to  eat  much  flesh,  they  grow  heavy  and 
tillable  to  wprk. 

When  pressed  with  hunger  in  the  spring,  while  there 
is  yet  a  deficiency  of  fish,  and  their  time  of  service  in 
the  sledge- work  being  over,  fhey  are  turned  loo5e,thfy 
will  sometimes  unite  together  in  a  body  to  attack  a  bull 
or  cow,  w  hich  they  tear  to  pieces  and  cat.  I  havcoen 
been  assured,  that  in  such  cases,  they  will  fall  upon 
each  other,  and  the  young  weak  dogs  become  the  prey 
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of  the  older  and  stronger.  From  this  circumstanoe  it 
would  be  almost  Impossible  to  keep  sheep  or  hogs  at 
Kamschatka,  unless  the  dogs  were  shut  up  in  houses 
and  Stall-fed. 

After  the  dogs  have  been  fed  sparingly  the  whole 
winter  through,  and  the  fish  beigin  to  come  up  again 
into  the  rivers,  the  Kamschadales  do  not  allow  them  im- 
mediately the  full  enjoyment  of  plenty,  because,  as  they 
say,  they  must  be  accustomed  to  it  by  degrees.  A 
sudden  change  in  the  quantity  of  food  would  be  very 
injurious  to  them  ^  probably  they  would  over-eat  them- 
selves,  and  bring  on  diarrhoea.  Soup  is  therefore  made 
of  fresh  £sh,  and  given  them  awhile  before  they  are 
turned  out. 

The  usual  watchfulness  of  the  canine  tBCst  is  a  pro- 
perty in  "which  the  Kamschadale  d<^are  wholly  defi^ 
cient.  Their  dexterity  is  confined  entirely  to  drawing ; 
it  is  with  a  view  to  that,  alone  they  are  trained  ;  it  is  to 
that  alone  they  are  confined :  they  seek  ho  shew  theit 
fidelity  and  attachment  to  those  by  whom  they  are  fed, 
and  whom  they  acknowledge  as  their  masters,  by  ex- 
erting  their  strength  to  the  utmost  in  their  service. 
Every  nnaster,  therefore,  who  wishes  to  have  good  dogS) 
feeds  them  himself,  and  stays  with  them  till  they  have 
eaten  their  food.  This'  is  the  more  necessary  as  every 
single  dog  will  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  steal  from  the 
others. 

All  over  Kamschatka  are  regular  post-stations^  by 
'which  travellers  may,  in  winter,  be  furnished  with  dogs 
as  in  Europe  with  horses.  The  stations  are  in  general 
at  about  thirty  or  forty  versts  distance  from  each  other^ 
some  are  fifty,  and  a  few  even  as  for  as  seventy.  Every 
traveller  has  a  sledge  with  six  dogs  for  himself,  and  is 
attended  by  another,  in  which  is  a  Kamsdiadale,  who 
^ries  his  luggage,  and  returns  with  both  sledges  to  the 
station  whence  they  were  taken.  As  many  sledges  are 
required  as  there  are  persons  travelling,  since  every  one 
is  usually  his  own  postillion  and  drives  himself.  The 
post-dogs  are  less  manageable  with  persons  they  are  not 
accustomed  to  than  with  their  own  regular  masters ; 
'he  Kamschadale  attendant  therefore,  who  is  commonly 
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the  prcmrietor  of  the  dogs,  takes- the  lead,  and  the  dogs 
having  nim  constantly  before  their  eyes,  go  on  mudi 
more  freely  and  willingly. 

If  any  one  visits  the  chief  of  a  village,  or  an  avuHm 
of  dogSy  and  is  perchance  complifinented  by  him  with 
the  use  of  some  of  his  best  draught  animals,  he  will  find 
himself  not  near  so  well  off  as  with  the  worst  post-dogs : 
no  sooner  do  they  hear  a  strange  voice,  to  which  their 
ears  are  unaccustomed^  and  not  that  'of  thrir  regular 
master,  than  they  grow  negligent^  and  will  scarcely  stir, 
let  them  be  menanced  or  corr^ted  ever  so  much.  I 
once  bought  in  a  small  village  a  dog  ^hich  was  very 
highly  recommended  to  me,  but  who  had  nejrer  been 
accustomed  to  any  other  master  than  that  he  then  be- 
longed to.  When  I  put  him  to  my  sledge  with  odiers, 
and  we  left  the  place  of  his  nativity,  he  was.  constantly 
looking  back  towards  it,  was  very  unwilling  to  go  for - 
wards,  and  notwithstanding  pretty  severe  correction,  drew 
very  ill.  At  the  next  place  where  we*stopped  he  would 
not  eat,  but  was  uneasy,  restless,  and  constantly  lodcing 
back  towards  the  way  we  had  come,  bowling  lamenta- 
bly. This  continued  for  several  days,  when,  at  lengili, 
he  seemed  to  get  reconciled  to  his  new  service,  and 
shewed  himself  deserving  of  the  recommc3)dation  that 
bad  been  given  him. 

The  number  of  dogs  harnessed  to  a  sledge  depenJii 
partly  upon  the  weight  they  are  to  draw^  partly  u))0!i 
the  quality  of  the  dogs,  and  partly  upon  the  condition 
of  the  sledge  road.  A  light  sledge  with  only  one  per 
son,  and  but  litde  baggage,  may  be  drawn  very  well 
2xA  at  a  very  good  pace,  by  four  or  five  dogs.  Six 
can  draw  a  sledge  loaded  to  the  weight  of  fifteen  or  six- 
teen Russian^  pood,  that  is  between  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred pounds,  for  a  conddetable  distance.  If.  the  load 
be  greater,  more  d(^s  are  required  to  draw  it.  Younir 
dogs  are  very  much  injured' oy  being  too  early  put  to 
drawing  great  weights ;  "they  acquire,  by  this  means,  a 
slow  manner  of  going,  and  can  never  after  be  brougl^t 
to  run  with  dogs  that  go  a  swifter  pace. 

The  common  rate  of  going  with  post-dogs  is  about 
ten  or  twelve  verstsan  hour,  the?  best  dogs  will,  ho^vc 
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ver^goas&ras  fifteen,  or  tmn  twenty.  Sucb  a  rale* 
eaimot  be  caodoiied  for  aay  considerable  distance^  and 
only  a^o^g  Teiy 'good  roads ;  the  same  dogs  can  go  far«^ 
ty  or  fifty  versts  in  three  hours,  or  dnte  hours  and  a 
tiilf,  butthpy  oould  act  go  eighty  versts  in  six  hours. 
With  very  good  dogs  a  man  may  go  two  hundred 
versts.ineignt4uul-forty  boors,  or  even  three  hundred 
in  three  days^  but  then'  a  day  of  rest  is  n^cessarjr. 

Thedpgs  commonly  go  m  a  trot,  and  with  sudi  an 
uniibrm  steady  progress,  that,  if  the  road  be  tolerably 
good,  they  clear  almost  regularly  the  same  distance  widi«* 
in  die  hour.  With  postrdogs,  .accustomed  to  the  har«> 
ness,  though  they  are  not  vSuolIy  the  fleetest  runnfers, 
a  person  who  itravels  day  and  night  may  get  oh  very 
iast.  AtTigil,  a  place  on  the  north-west  coast  of 
Kamschatka,  I  met  an  officer  who  had  been  sent  as  a 
courier,  and  had  travelled  fifteen  jiundred  versts  in  nine 
days  and  a  half ;  consequently  a  hundiied  and  fifty  versts 
every  twenQr.four  hours.  He  had  changed  dogs  at 
every  stattoo.  Steller  says,  that  with  good  weather 
and  g<xxl  roads  a.man  may  travel  from  a  hundred  to  a 
hundred  and  forty  versts  in  fifteen  hours^ 

If  the  dogs  be  sluggish. in  drawing,  and  will  not 
mind  the  driver's  menaces,  they  are  then  corrected,  ge^ 
nerafiy  with  rods,  very  rarely  with  astick,  as  a  bone  or 
rib  mig^  easily  be  brdcen  by  giving  too  hard  a  idow; 
and  the  ahinnd  wouid  be  whoUy  disabled*  They  are 
not  driven  with  a  fcbridle  or  reins,  but  are  guided  entire- 
ly by  words.  On  this  account  a  great  difierence  is 
made  between  the  leaderand  a  common  post-dog.  By 
^  leader,  is  td  be  understood  the  dog  that  goes  at  ^ 
lieadof  die  aUeiage^  and  who,  if  he  be  a  good  ode, 
obQTS  the  orders  of  his  diiver  very  ejca^tly :  but  of  thb 
nKM  hereafter. 

The  worth  of  a  dcg^  in  j^amschatka  varies  as:  mudfi 
as  thai  of  a  horse  in  Europe.  A  common  draught  dog 
costs  from  thirty  to  forty  roubles,  but  an  .ezcefedBng 
^;ood  leader  will  sometimes  fetoh  a  hundned,  ot  ever  a 
hundred  and  fifty.  A  young  dog  but  just  weaned 
irom  the  mother,  nhose  worth  cannot  yet  be  'known, 
may  he  had  fiic  ten  rcmbles*    The  htet  dogs  vt  presedl 
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tobe  had  sure  on  ihe  western  sideofflie  nenfiisala,  c^ 
the  road  from  Tigil  to  Bolcheretskt  the  inhabitanis  here 
being  less  burdened  with  tributes^  and  the  dogs  not 
kept  so  constandy  in  the  harness.  . 
.  In  purchasing  a  dog,  many  people,  nvdl  aoquainted 
with  the  subject,  exaviine  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh, 
for  they  say  that  this  is  the  best  test  by  which  to  judge 
whether  he  works  well  or  pot«  By  eager  drawing,  the 
harness  lies  so  close  that  it  rubs  the  hair  very  much, 
and  if  the  hair  be  not  rubbed,  there  is  reason  to  suq>ect 
the  dog  of  being  lazy.  Others  deny  that  this.is  any 
tfst  whereby  to  judge  of  the  animal's  goodness. 
.;  A  good  leader  b  above  all  things  essential  to  getting 
on  well,  as  theiest  of  the  dogs  follow  him  impUcith. 
It  is  a  real  fatigue  to  have  a  bad  leader,  who  perhaps 
goes  to  the  right,  and  leads  all  the  others  after  him, 
when  he  is  ordered  to  ^o  to  the  left.  If  there  be  ao  lead- 
er, or  a  bad  one,  it  is  necessary  to  follow  a  sled^ 
which  has  a  good  attebge^  since  the  worst  dogs  will, 
without  difficulty,  follow  another.  If  any  one  be  so 
fortunate  as  to  possess  a  good  leader,  he  should  keep 
him  constantly  in  practice,  for  if  he  be  not,  he  is  apt  to 
forget  all  he  had  kamt,  and  his  value  is  diminished  ex- 
oeodingly. 

For  many  reasons  dogs  are  very  much  to  be  prefer- 
red to  horses,  as  draught  aninuils,  in  Kamschatka  and 
other  northern  countries.  They  ^n  draw  die  sledges 
dvough  the  deepest  snow,  through  bogs  and  morasses 
but  slightly  frozen,  and  over  rivers  .and  steep  hill^ 
where  it  would  be  impossible  for  horses  to  go.  It  is 
moreover  much  easier  to  lay  up  a  store  of  winter  pn> 
vision  for  the  dogs  in  the  immoise  shoals  of  fish  that 
may  be  taken,,  than  it  woukl  be  to  lay  op  a  quanti^  of 
hay  for  horses*  Again,  dogs  can  bear  much  more  con- 
tinued labour  than  horses.  They  will  go  on  perfectly 
well  for  three  or  four  days  toge^^  with  only  a  piece  of 
dried  fish,  which  takes  up  *  very  little  room,  and  will 
work  with  it  better  than  if  they  were  fed  more  plintiful- 
Iv;  while  horses  would  never  be  able  to  endure  the 
haniess  for  half  the  length  of  time,  without  an  enlarged 
allowance  of  foorL   Dogs,  behidcs,  do  not  requn^.  an}' 
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«i«restdM  of inMeisMid  seritrtiK^  <wii  feotf.ta  mmm^ 
HieriiHtteQi  didr  tatttm*  bcUg  at  iiqf  expttst  fifr 
tern.  The  akinof  old  ^wosn-out  4ogs;  ivlid  ipe  Jrit 
longer  abte  to  work/  nay  bfe  cdftveffled  :^  into  exQeOait 
warmdisdattg;  and^  hgil^,  €lc^  4re  iiot^  Mli  te  tsaut^ 
IMrin  tnitfinffthatfamsetf  aie.  h 

Thedrau^t-do^ must  riifaifs  bciwpt'iihafaied'W 
mwtiiiw;  tiar  stveng^  woifld  be  too  miidi  0xp^ 
b)r leaving  Aem  at  laii^«    hi^  beM^M^bAy  wtf^ 

II98*  B  tney  iventwii  at  wxnj^f  i9c^.nsiv«tWDini|{ 
toottgfcto kiiownrfacu th^ g^nsoMi  Sat  ^fnafiwoA^ 
aid  wkiid  tvtnniWvfinxAhUk'J^^  not  Bp^^ 

uig^iMijdAyiMix^k'bfhtaifs^  temkm  tat 

koeping  tlihnrdmined  is,  ilMiiblBy^itm  v&yt^'t^ 
id,  aiidi^llitomejInimTCQrimist^  fittcb  «ttiflfaB-' 
Me  tlMA  Am %dttL te afenigftf «.    if.  a  dc^  ^gwK 
%errft%^^80:aa  to  be  unlit  farnrarin;  iio  Ss'  tamBA  kadae 
'ai«we,  tvitorlieoottestlmtaidfeikii^^  taft 

>)i*'ilieUatr^Iaee^'  Bome  dtaeaaea  «ri  emmiAB^'^ 
**%IM»idi6B«iiogs,  ^  draught  tii«al8|  aife  iqpreptffttai- 

*  latif  iuA>^  imise 'be  libuMi  A^  gocA  dt^Mng  4agt 
paracdlarly^diDse 'that  go  ne^^to  fhefakdgie,  aie  irtty 
feAlettrlbw  tliQ  ahoaldar^i^  I^lir 
instance,  the  roads  be  very  unevehfjab  i^hil'tbe  ata4|e 
aHipa  sodttetily^MD  a-Me,  iieraretjj^itrtMiyMa  so  ikack 

:  iqi6b  ^'h^rwtt  arhioh '  ge^«baiic|jd»(.ab9ttiAEM  Iml 

WMst^tttM^ Ae  foceeof  i  the  ^crake;  w  ^.the  aiaaaal 

^^hcMjrlailbpQ!^  ibraMby  the  :bn<  16  ^di^AawH, 

•  Tlibl^  arf^ifccWeiifciwtlidi  dwfwqa  rtmmoBiy^xthae^s 
.i^MH  as  teto  |«facif<hifthedrivtT  aeissthe  boaeagaiaiii. 
ncdlald^  widiMrt  its  btidg  aittesidddr<iiilirao|jrtteliMin* 
daquihiMs. :  Ifi  h^amner.^t  Be  nectiflMSfivcd'aii^ 

ar  oiiee,  tfaehest  idog<is>  akuMiiMmibly  wxteradaiae* 

■MSB  ...  •   *       •«  ,  . 

In  ^«iy  aeverecolt,  tf  the  dogs  get  thdr  feet  tiMled, 

they  are  apttofrtezci  andfMiiapa  they  toiay  be  in  oon- 

aequenoe  disabled  1^  the  whole  wimciw    As  the  spnng 

'•adrances^  wtov  the  snow  is  sometimes  melted  in  th^ 


inii  wii^  mrirgwniMfvr  i^HV  ■tpW'ViBpHiraP 
ItaMk  idl  Miweafy  IM>  IlK  iv^^  itfr  illk»  «»MM«^ 

dogs,  however,  «^  not  be*  the  wiJiirfiiiiMiiilnHhO 
IMi, -and  te  ^Qghlwife  «•  draw- i^fadaii^Ji4n»A%^ 

MmDBOfulBf  UHfl  VflMIWDUl  SK>  IDBCil  nmMD  Wl^nViV 

J«»  thevoMs^  Ihtv  ai«4y^  this 
falplp.oriM>b*r«Mlg-:6iike.    |t<i 
thaMhs  do|B  imiitBlj  nAn*  fdl  eik,<«hdi 

Hr  KanariMddc*'  «haii  idai  iMlh^ 


MB  iliR  KsmMlMdnE*'  «mi  idai 
iindcliih<iniiiiii ,  ■^doshNrasnunorihi 
ascQiffpthirdm.iB  ibfatmUkM. 


ihei  AwaaiiMl  nM«n«»ilo«li«iif  ^  ddti 

cinualties  to  which  dxy  are  snbjetst  are  tfM» 
•^fiianpn«.«fwiNerieii.  iwi,  isoerapBnflD 
«fM»&iRehMlikiy«iniiM«ttv«ir 

.phn|aridL.  Ii  in  iri/rniiiithlilf.  iliiii  mpufifillir  liMiil 
vtMnesfeapa  iiiqprtnt'  iiiywiw^  I  twaidgiWiHMtJi  iH 
■'JCaifechid»aidK6iwiMideirf;iiydr<)yhoh» 
r^faBi»tMiniM%aK,dsg&iii      •  ■J}b»)7-vl»i*»riCwr 

.  tlMraing;  far  Ac  afcMMpn  of  Uandmi  M'SlKim, 

.^y-rfffTypff., .  rijinin  rMlci/iiiiiitDbt.''jijl>Biiiflijii JMiiJ- 
ng^QWiiy  niuniiu  tioiiCB  vmy  vim  MtiBPvqjMif-* 


*iweB -thtir  ipMBMe..  iB  is  riiw%)  fif  i«BMli|Mvt 


&. 


ibnrn  Ixieadth,  and  that  in  good  sledge  roads  1  j 
itfli4)e  foood  Much  cacacdy  sniM  lhMi»  -^(HfaM'iCiFefy 
dkdge  runs  along  tlie  sane  line,  A*^d  D^* Adg^ 
does  not  ivtigbniwe  than  i^tvftf  im''  iwMnd^ifmtv 
poonds^  apd  is,  mtwithslanding,  so'fimi  thfR  it  mfiP 


or.bdbg  fan^eck    A  .Mgr far  thetindM^iQit  of -goc^ 
xiH]9Cfbir.flfmdk8lr«ngerA>^  ilifnMft,  iMi  h'cono^ 
qoently  much  heavier. 
Tiic  afchfaBfonnWiicbihi  fldfee  Ims  oMsl  ^^vid 

T\m  mlses  them  tun;  nn^b  HglHer;  Thr«  ieat  tali 
tipod  fodrile^,  thejtwb  fore^OMs  of  ^iMfeh*  nutfit  be 
hiil£Aai0eh:faj|bBB  tfa[in;theteidixiesi  iniMait.t»iiglik 
iMH to be.TiiaMl vtt^ thigh^r^iiM texiAin.  it  more m« 
bItM  be)QTCiiton)e4v  vAltimigb  tU^r  are  iritqaddd  in 
geooTHLtt  Mfl  omy  jMe-^pbirisiii  Mtrpiuy  ;b  n  iiMMrof 
neceil^  :be  awonmiodatedrp^iii'emeiidjr^.  if:  ticjr  ait 
sidetri^aa  opvMi'  beach,  iwe  ifiefimiig  .tOHMds  :lbb 
nf[^».  ilbe  other  jtovtanb'tife  ^t  The  dmte  alva^ 
fte  n Awa^s,  thatrbeihay.te  itadf  ta jpntig  otit  at  «inr 
motncnt^wdhdldAKPidttdg&^ip^  beiisilittedUfoirii» 
add  apdlagtao  a^i^ASfbeJit^  Tbe^^ocal 

«t  of  the^ii^ii9't<2:lNi)anp9liittirif  j^^^  M«9  lo 
liav£  Sihe  aM|je  dmys^initim  fiDWcir^riimUa  kccip  dt  ia 

•jB|eaide»  Ae;  sledges  *in  roommonr  ^ 
Mt^Miictt  areJomdimrdeM^aDdiAoM^ 
transport  of  goods.;    S^os&aeacnble  n  sMffoEloi^ 
-AmDb>>ilh^  ^ni  oii'i^Qk^ideatt'iHkm'lBbdrlsi^ 
.'Thftsttdthir^a&'tlls.nma  width  oaiaDdwas  ihote.  af^a 

.  i8:tbe:osteb,:aA  it  idicllkid.'    !3{bb:  m'A  stcasg'/'aliQk 

*  .tihfeiid»»  atitetoiiiay  cad^an  iMnifnkei'aridla^clhr  lip- 

/ipet;  iiWfe  lUfigsrof  <lcadfe«4te«ddi^^  URitb 

:t%g8.w  sh&Ba  ithat  ««dr. ..  This  *  stick  spppbos  thS 

!|i^pe9A>otb  ^f«Yibip{taid:simii^  .  If  dxr  ddv«  .hraRts  4o 

kadfe  ^  dags  q^&stdr^.be  m  Asa  th^MtaU^  if  be  i«a«ta 

/fe^ibahrAheu  gK&sIoivdv,  or  if  fas  woidd  nUpihs^Migt. 

UDdtkdDi  4iie  iteir  isi^b  bbfore  it*  into'  the  snow  or  jce, 

andMhisfcteps  it.back,  9ml  oheeka  the4oga.-   I^.die 

'  saQd^  tmaoiier  buiimjai  huki  :np  the  skdj^e  ishan  it  ck. 

soedcI%ji  stoep-hili^  since  tiihcrmtie,  •jiasliotilMiy  if  it  be 

iriBkry  hdoii>  il^rws  fi^Hir  ^nn  t^bcd^^^  andfpoAi^o^vcr 
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^hemieachcs  the  bottom  cfliie  hOI  firat,  diagg^ 
after  it.    ThedrivgbcoromortyinsadiacasemrowD 
out,  and  must  foUo«r  it  oo  fixxt  ^  it  is  stopped  by  ar- 
riving at  the  bottom* 

.  TfaeoitoUisalsouaodtogivelfaewQfdofcoQiiiiand, 
It  has  been  hinted  before,  ^t  the  dogs  are  directed  by 
certain  sounds  whether  they  are  to  go  fitttoraioir,  back- 
wards or  fisrwaids,  to  the  right  or  to  the  left.  If  the 
driver  would  have  them  turn  to  the  right,  he  caUs  iiacA- 
torA,  if  to  the  Idft,  huehnhucha  ;  if  he  would  have  them 
go  ftst,  he  says  As,  if  slow,  ah»f  prooounoed  with  a 
sort  of  nasal  twang  like  the  French  m.  But  sinoe^  if  be 
.should  be  on  a  hunting-party,  dus  perpetual  caUs^  to 
the  dogs  wouhl  fri^itten  the  game  Mray,  a  good  kadct 
dog  is  always  taught  to  understand  equally  wcU  ^gnals 
made  with  the  ostolL  If  the  driver  would  go  so  the 
left,  he  strikes  upon  the  snow  widi  die  ostoll  on^  the 
right  side  of  the  sledge,  or  gives  a  gentle  strain  with  it 
upon  the  right  hand  slider ;  if  he  would  torn  to  the 
nght,  he  strikes  in  die  same  way  upon  due  leftsida  It 
is  a  true  delight  upon  sudi  an  occasion  to  have  a  good 
leader,  so  that  a  man  may  get  almost  up  to  die  game 
without  openiog  hb  mouth,  and  reach  quiedy  the  tree 
,€r  bu^  whence  he  means  to  shoot. 

A  Kamschadale  seldom  goes  out  in  his  slodge  withr 

out  taking  with  him  a  pair  of  sno w-ahoes,  whicb  are  an 

appendage  of  die  highest  importance.    With  these  be 

.can  go  about  die  hilb and  fiartsts,  how  deep  soever  the 

snow  may  be^  in  pursuitof;  Usable:;  be  can  even 

,  wade  amidst  the  fre^  ialleq  an^,  tfarou^  wfaich  the 

•^ogs  couU  nat  jtakit  their  way  wtehout  the  greatest  ex* 

I  ertion,  butarmed  with  diesfe  lie'Cin  quit  the  sledge,  and 

lighten:  it,  so  d^t  it  can  fblloiv  him  with  eaae.    The 

•  snow.shoes,  da  fine,  are  partichlarly  necessaiy  to*  prc- 

«  vent  injilry  to  the  sledgei  road ;  for  if  any  one  should 

,  get  out  oTUie  sledge  without  them,  he  may  very  likely 

.  sink  in  up '  to  the  knee,  and  this  makes  great  holes, 

which  may  pro^^e  a  great  impediment  to  other  sledges. 

These  snow-shoes  are  made  of  a  thin  piece  ol  board, 
about  four  foot  and  a  half  long  and  seven  inch$;ai'  broad, 
sloped  q/f  to  a  point  at  both  ends ;  at  the  front  end  the 
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litde  arch  in  the  middlOp  wUch  makes  it  verjr  elastic. 
To  fi^^tate  the  walkiii|[»  and!  particulady  to  tender  it 
possible  to  go  up  hiU»  it  is  necessary  to  stretch  over  it 
on  the  sida  next  the  snow  a  |Mce  oC  skin  of  a.sea-dog, 
or  sea-hicar,  with  th(C  hair  outwards,  observing  to  put 
the  skin  on  so  that  the  hairs  shall  be  towards  tte  hinder 
part  of  tbe  shoe.  By  this  means  the  flat  surface  makes 
the  gping  fonwds  easier,  and  the  rubbbg  back  of  the 
hair  renders  suding  backwards  much  more  difficult. 
In  the  front  half  of  the  board  straps  are  fixed,  by  which 
tbe  shoe  is  easily  fastened  upc^  the  foot.  They  are  put 
in  the  front  pprt,  because^  as  that  is  somewhat  raised, 
thelj^er  part  declines  of  itself,  which  exceedingly 
lightens  th^m.  to  the  foot.  The  length  varies  from 
what  is  mentioned  above,  according  to  the  size  and 
weight  of  the  persoiv  Those  made  for  boys  are  muc^ 
smaller. 

There  are  pep^  who  will  go  up  aod  down  hill  with 
tlieae  .snow-4)pes.  with  extraordinary  dexterity^  and  I 
have  been  assured  .that  some,  who  have  a  particular 
knack  at  walking  in  them,  wiU  clear  as  much  ground 
at  one  step. as  with  their  ordinary  shoes  at  five,  (b^t  is  to 
say,  they  will  step  fifteen  feet.  In  this  instance,  walk; 
ing  with  snow-shoes  jbas  some  affinity  with  skaiting. 

Kamschsidaks,  i^ose  principal  occupation  is  hunt- 
ing, and  who  will  Sometimes  climb  very  ^tecp  hills  ii^ 
pursuit  of  the  argali, .  qr  wild-sheep,  make  ifse  of  a 
different  sort  of  shoe»  which  they  call  ice-shoes.  Thej^ 
consist  of  two  small  splines,  about  two  feet  and  a  hall'  or 
three  feet  long,  running  parallel  with  each  other,  at  the 
distance  of  seven  or  eight  inches  asunder,  and  united 
together  at  each  end :  tl^y  have  the  same  curve  at  the 
end,  and  are  arched  in  the  middle  like  the  snow-shoe^ 
and  are  fastened  on  with  straps  in  tlie  same  way.  *  The 
splines  are  set  underneath  with  a  number  of  small  point,- 
cd  bones,  which  stick  into  the  ice,  and  prevent  sliding. 
They  are  of  sskbX  use  in  all  steep  places,  or  in  parts 
Avhere  the  snow  is  frozen  over,  and  become  slippery 
like  ice.  The  space  between  the  splines  is  occupied 
Tvith  leather  thongs  and  cross-bars.    Those  who  live  in 
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the  ndghbootlioocl  of  ioe-fiills  or  glaciers  make  use  of 
diarp  pointed  irons,  which  they  fasten  to  tfit  foot :  they 
are  called  posluki,  and  with  their  assistance  the  sieepest 
hills,  dK)ugh  covered  with  ice,  may  be  ascended 

How  quick  soever  the  travelling  with  .dc^  may  be, 
ibere  are  some  great  incon veniencies  attending  it.  Kve- 
ry  man  must  be  his  own  driver ;  and  in  diick  forests, 
particularly  if  they  be  upon  the  descent,  as  the  dogs  are 
sometimes  unmanageable,  and  cannot  befheld  back,  the 
most  adroit  sledge-driver  may  be  run  against  a  tree,  and 
come  off  with  a  raroken  head,  or  a  bloody  nose ;  peitiaps 
may  be  oldiged  to  go  the  rest  of  the  way  on 
foot.  Another  consid^tion  is  the  great  depend  ^ce 
upon  good  weather  for  performing  the  journey  pros- 
perously, so  that  in  this  respect  it  is  almost  like  under- 
taking  a  voyage  by  sea.  When  a  journey  is  in  con» 
templation,  the  weather  is  watched  j-  and  as  much  anxi- 
ety experienced  for  a  favourable  wind  as  at  gohig  to 
sea.  Violent  snow  lowers,  storms,  or  contrary  winds, 
often  detain  travellers  on  the  road,  and  obl^  diem  to 
seek  shelter  in  a  wood  or  hut,  as  in  a  har(x>ur ;  or,  if  at 
no  great  distance  from  the  last  station  whence  they  set 
out,  they  perhaps  think  the  safest  measure  b  to  return 
t^ck.  Here  they  are  sometimes  constrained  to  wait 
several  days  for  a  fiivourable  change.  At  iengdi,  when 
they  set  out  again,  they  find  themselves  in  a  boundless 
horizon  of  snow,  where,  as  at  sea,  they  are  obliged  to 
take  some  peak  of  a  hill,  or  some  solitary  tree,  as  a  mark 
to  direct  their  course. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


Partzcular  (kcttrrences  dmng  c^r  Stayat  KamSchcitka. 
^•—ArtiwU  of  liaaerumit  %:k0(^toJ['{mdDaancloJfal 
St.  Peter  and  Si.  PauL — Their  secret  Egct editions] 
fOgam^  the  Jqfianese  .Settkments^Deatk  of  the. 
Chambertam  fm  i  fesanqffl) — Further  Proceedings' 
of  the  se^et  I^edttions^— Death  of  XAeutiemnts 
Sckmostqjf  and  Ikvjujhjfl  ^Balk  at  Admschatka.^^ 
Music^^Sot  ihrif^gfat  Malka^ — Journey  to  Ntsch- 
ney  Samsi^uUkom—'H^erehnd  .Xdtnschatka.T^Mii^ 
kowou-'^JS^tuischi.'^Veicriptio^  of  Nischney  Karjt^ 
Mchaika. 


IT  would  be  ei^tending  n^  fiarrativq  to  tofi^great  a 
lei^^p  if  I  Mfqre.tQ.enter  minutiely  iutoall  the  occur* 
Knees  that  V^si^  during^iuiie  months  that  I  remained 
in  Kamscliatka^  ^d  to  <  give  a  detailed  account  of  cdl 
the  observations  I. made  theri^i*  I  ^h^\^  therefore,  cpn'r 
fine  myself  to  such  occurrences  as  are  most  worthy  of 
note;  noping  that  a  favourable  opportunity  may  be 
found  in  future  for  giving  a  move  anjiple  description  of 
this  peninsula. 

About  the  end  of  September,  tl^  weather  continuing 
ftfie^  I  went  in  company  with  Captain  D^  wolf  tp  expV>re 
some  parts  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  in  particular  to 
vbittbe  hot-springs  at  Pacatunka.  At  our  return/ 1, 
was  not  a  little  delighted  to  see,  niost  unexpectedly,  m][ 
old  travelUttg  companion  and  friend,  Lieutenant  £)avi- 
dofft  who  mi  arrived  in  the  harbour  the  second  of 
October  wkh  the  ship  Awos,  to  the  command  of  wbicli, 
as  has  been  already  mentioned,  be  was  appointed,  wlign 
i{  was  ftoi^bitfl  at  S^itcha. 
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Hie  history  of  his  present  movement  was  asioDcnii. 
A  few  weeks  after  our  departure  finom  Sitcha,  the  Awos 
being  ready  to  sail,  and  the  Chamberlain  Von  Resanoff 
having  gone  on  board  the  Juno,  which  was  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  SchwQstoff,  the  two^  ships  departed  to- 
gether from  Norfolk  SouAd  in  Au|;Wt. 

The  Chamberlain,  having  ever  since  his  unsuccessful 
mission  to  J^pan,  Jbome  the  jiation  no  Uttle  grudge, 
thought  of  revenj^iAg  the  afffront  bysendtag  a  secret 
e'xpe^itipn  against  fflfe  Japanese  settl^cnts .  in  tlie 
^uthernifiOSt  of  thd  iCtifile  islati^^ Jf  atjy  sudi  were 
really  tb  be  fotirid;  His .  plea  for  ^  tloihe  was,  M 
these  islatidS, -ak  we ' are Imormedf  bijr  Fafias-in l^ Nor- 
thern Collectioiis,  li^  all  be^  previoDsly  taien  |K)$ses- 
sion  of  by ,  tte  Russfabsr"  In  consequence  of  this  idea, 
Lieutenatvt  DaVidoST  Was  ordeted  to  steer  diitctfy  fer  tk 
Kurile  Islands;  isbd  parted  company  with  the  Juno  in 
the  neighbouiC&ood  of  Odnaiashka.  He  directed  bis 
course  to  the  island  of  Urup,  on  which  Schdikoff  had 
twenty  years  before  estaUished  a  Russian  aettfement, 
though  after  his  death  it  was  abandoned.  On  account 
Of  conti^y  winds  and  dreadful  stdrtns,  h^  thought  it 
not  prudent  for  this  year  to  atteihpt  laxriing^dnd  exa- 
fninmg  the  islands;  and  he  tfaerefc^  titered  ms  course, 
smd  came  to  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  andP'St.  Paul,  there 
to  pass  the  winter^  expecting  to  rejoin '  th6  liuto,  which, 
^cording  to  appointment,  was  to  meet  hun  there. 
tiieutenant  Schwo^toffhad  reached  Ochotdt  in  Septem- 
ber; and  having  received  orders  to  join  in  the  secret  ex- 
pedition, he  abo  came  with  that  view  to  St.  Fbter  and 
or.  Paul  in  November.  

It  will  easily  hi  imagined  how  great  a  pleasure  hwa« 
to  Captain  D'wolf  and  myself  to  itieet^again;  in  a  man- 
ner S9  unexpected,  friends  with' whom  we  had  passed 
the  former  winter'  cm  the  ndrth-west  coast  of  America. 
upon  such  a  sociable  and  confidential  footing.  Fa^m 
Lieutenant  Schwostoff  wte  learnt  that  he  had  landed  the 
Chanaljerlain  Von  Resanoff  it  Ochotsk  theendtjf  Sep- 
tember, who  had  immediately  proceeded  forwards  Uj 
Iri^utsk.  At  Ochotsk  he  learnt  thatthe  fmpeHal  T?us- 
slan  embassy  to  Pekin,  under  the  conduct  of  Cour.* 
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Gotonuo,  had  expeiienoed  nearly  the  same  fate  as  the 
embasl^y  to  Japan^  and,  like  that,  had  been  whoDy  a- 
bortive.  One  of  die  naturalists  attached  to  it,  the  ccd- 
lege  assessor,  Doctor  Redoffski,  .was  at  that  moment  ai 
jOchotsk,  and  thought  of  coming  to  Kamschatka,  for 
the  purpose  of  acquiriofi;  a  more  ample  scientific  kaow^ 
led^  of  the  country  ;  he  thence  proposed  visiting  thd 
Aleutian  iskmds  :  the  plan  of  his  journey  was  to  take 
the  post  in  die  winter  and  cross  die  bay  of  r  enschinck. 

Laeutenant  Schwostoff  received  before- his  departure 
from  Ochotsk  additional  instructions  with  regard  to  thd 
secret  expediubn,  and  sailed  in  October  towards  a  Rus- 
sian island  lying  to  the  south,  .on  which  he  founda  Ja- 
jpanese  setdement  with  considerable  magazines.  Of 
this  he  took,  possession  without  any  attempt  at  resistance 
being  made,  asserdng  the.  prior  right  of  the  Russians  to 
the  island.  He  brought  away  with  him  nearly  a  thoul 
sand  pood  of  riee,  a  quantity  of  tobacco  and  fishing 
netS|  a  ^reat  nuniber  of  lackered  cups  and  vessels,  to- 
bacco pipes,,  a  tolerable  store  of  salt,  and  an  immense 
Suantitv.  of  dried  fislu  besides  silks,  cdttons,  paper,  In- 
ian-iiu^  pictures,  anqother  objects.  A  considerabte  por- 
tion of  ail  these  ardcles  which  he  could  not  bring  away 
vith  him,  he  made  over  as  a  prize  to  the  native  Ainusl ' 
Four  Japanese,  to  wliom  the  care  of  the  magazines 
was  confided,  were  brought  as  prisoners  to  Kamschat- 
ka. 

'  In  this  manner  did  the  Japanese  first  learn,'  through 
the  mortified  am^ur/^oj&r^  of  the  £x- ambassador,  to 
\inderstand,  in  soine  degree,  the  extent  of  the  Russian 
power.  The  undertaking  had,  at  least,  some  colour  o\ 
justice,  and  all  possibility  of  M,  Von  Resanoif  *s  ever 
peing  called  to  account  for  the  measures  he  had  pursu- 
jed,  was  precluded  by  his  death,  which  happened  the 
following  year  at  Khinojarsk,  on  his  return  to  St.  Pel 
tcrsburgh ;  which  was  occasioned  by  his  horse  faliiDg 
^ith  him  on  the  road  fit>m  Ochotsk. 

As  1  shall  have  little,  opportunity  hereafter  to  men- 
tion Lieutenants  Schwoston  and  Davidoff,  or  to  s|x:ak 
or  their  expeditions  against  the  Japanese  settlemeiit»,  I 
fitope  I  may  be  excused  if  I  deviate  somewhat  in  this 
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place  from  the  regular  chronology  of  my  narratiYe,  and 
here  conclude  wmt  I  have  to  sa^upoh  this  sul^ecti  and 
upon  their  lamentable  fate» 

After  passing  the  winter  with  us  in  the  butsof  Pe« 
tropaulowsk»  where  we  partook  tc^ether  of  fhe  b^ 
cheer  the  country  aSbrded  in  fishy  rein-deer's  fle^iand 
other  of  its  productions,  above  all^  in  the  excdkot  tioe 
brought  by  the  Juno,  having  lived  in  the  utmost  har. 
mony ,  sharing  many  parties  of  pleasure ;  after  aH  Aesc 
things,  in  the  spring  of  1 807»  the  two  friends  prepared, 
according  to  the  instructions  they  had  reccivedi  for  a 
renewal  of  their  military  enterprizes,  to  free  the  southerD 
Kurile  Islands,  where  the  Japanese  had  formed  settle- 
ments,  from  tlrcse  new  intruders* 

On  the  second  of  May  the  Juno  and  Awos  sailed 
from  Awatscha  Bay,  directing  their  course  immediate- 
ly to  the  Islands  of  Urup  and  Iturup.  On  the  latter 
they  found  a  number  of  armed  Japanese,  who  at  fitst 
made  a  sliew  of  resistauce  with  th«r  bdws  and  arrows, 
but  soon  took  to  flight,  abandoning  their  habitations 
and  magazines  entirely  to  the  Rus9aaiis«  The  latter 
found  in  them  a  number  of  verjr  beautiful  lackered 
Utensils,  books,  maps,  a  large  provision  of  rice  and  salt, 
tobacco,  clothes,  working  tools  o[  various  kinds,  every 
thing,  in  short,  necessary  to  life.  Among  other  jhio^ 
v^orUiy  of  remark,  were  some  pieces  of  cannon,  mus- 
kets, smxdi^  cuirasses,  bdmets,  bows  and  arrows* 
We  were  after  dus  manner  indebted  to  these  brave  meu 
for  becoming  acquainted  with  a  number  of  objects 
vrhich  we  endeavoured  in  vain  to  obtain  during  our  six 
months*  stay  at  NangasakL  From  the  principal  ship* 
builder,  Rorukin,  I  wtained  an  accurate  sketch  of  one 
of  the  cannon,  which  appeared  to  me  an  old  Spaaibh 
piece.  There  were  others  which  M.  Korukin  assured 
me  were  exactly  the  same ;  and  to  judge  by  the  letters 
inscribed  upon  them,  they  must  have  been  entirely  c 
Japanese  workmanship. 

Tlie  four  Japanese  who  ha3  been  brouglit  to  Kam- 
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tfi  their  own  Country,  and  desired  to  instruct  their  Cotuw 
trymen  that  the  Russians  had  more  just  claims  to  these 
islands  than  themselves,  inasmuch  as  the^  could  urge 
priority  of  possession.    A  paper  to  this  ttkcx   wbs 

§iven  them,  on  which  was  painted  the  Russian  flag. 
Lgreat  partof  theabovementioned  interesting  objects 
were  afterw^ds  transported  by  our  navigators  to 
Ochotsk,  where  they  were  unjustly  seized  by  me  Com- 
mandant of  the  place.  Captain  Bucharin,  and  scattered 
^bout  in  a  manner  very  injurious  both  to  the  crown  and 
to  the  Russio- American  Company. 

Ttiese  two  excellent  ofllcers.  Lieutenants  Schwostoff 
wd  Davidoff,  after  experiencing  a  great  deal  of  chagriT\ 
and  many  hardships,  went  in  the  autumn  of  this  year  to 
Irkutsk,  and  at  length,  in  the  sprbg  of  1{;08,  returned  ' 
to  St.  Petersburg!!.  From  their  well-known  courage, 
resolution,  and  professional  talents,  they  were.emploveA 
in  the  war  against  Sweden,  in  which  they  distinguished 
themselves  in  the*command  of  the  gun- boats.  Crowij- 
ed  with  launels,  they  repaired  once  more  to  the  capital, 
and  about  the  same  time,  in  September,  1809,  our  com- 
Irion  friend.  Captain  D'wolf,  arrived  at  Cronstadt  with 
a  cargo  of  ^^oods  from  the  United  States  of  America, 
It  was  no  httle  pleasure  to  all  the  party  to  be  thus  once 
mani  reunited,  and  we  all  flattered  ourselves,  that,  ua 
we  had  passed  one  dreary  winter  together  on  the  north* 
west  coast  of  America,  and  another  at  Kamschatka,  we 
should  now  spend  a  joyous  one  'kmid  the  gaieties  t<'  be 
found  in  the  Imperial  residence.  ' 

We  had  passed  the  evening  together,  and  talked  over 
with  delight  all  the  dangers  we  had  experienced  by  sea 
and  by  land,  all  the  adventures  that  had  befallen  us» 
We  related  to  each  other  the  particulars  of  our  present 
situations,  adverted  now  to  this,  now  'to  that  circum- 
stance vvliich  had  happened  to  us  on  the  other  side  of 
the  rfobe,  and  thus  reciprocally  entertaining  and  enter- 
tained, sat  till^vf.ry  late. '  It  was  about  tivo  in  tfie  mom-  ' 
ing  when  Lieutenants  ScliwJstofTiincl  navidofflcft  mv 
house  to  go  home  to  their  npartmcntb  in  WubiU-Ostjo^', 
on  the  other  side  ot*  the  river.  Captain  D^volf  and  my^' 
self  acconi;ai]i'fl  thr.Ti}  to  ♦iV  fhvn-.hnf\j?;'\  ^vluch  vv-£ 
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opened  for  any  ships  that  might  want  to  pass  Ih  the 
night.  Our  friends  therefore  passed  over  a  plank  which 
lay  troth  the  bridge  to  a  vessel  in  the  river,  and  reined 
the  other  side  of  the  bridge  by  another  plank^  calling  to 
us  and  wislung  us  a  good  night,  when  they  were  safe 
over.  Captain  D'wolf,  who  nad  only  come  from  Cron- 
stadt  upon  a  visit,  returned  home  with  me. 

.  The  next  morning  we  received  the  melancholy  infor- 
mation, that  two  sea-offiders  had  been  drowned  in  the 
Neva  during  the  night,  when  upon  farther  inquiiy,  wc 
found  oh  fatal !  oh  ever  to-  be*lamented  event !  that  they 
were  our  friends.  They  had,  God  knows  with  whjt 
view,  after  we  parted  from  them,  been  dc^us  of  re- 
turning to  us  again,  and  in  order  to  get  over  the  quick- 
€r,  bad  attempted  to  spring  from  the  bridge  upon  a 
l)ark.that  was  going  through.  Most  unfortunately  they 
, jni:>sed  the  bark  and  sprung  only  on  the  sail,  whence 
they  were  instantly  thrown  off  into  the  water,  and  be- 
came a  prey  to  the  rapidity  of  the  current.  Attempts 
were  made  by  the  people  in  the  bark  to  give  them  as- 
sistance, but  the  night  was  so  extremely  dark,  that  all 
their  attempts  were  vain. 

Thus  early  was  terminated  the  career  of  these  brave, 
these  excellent  men.  Regardless  of  dangers  or  toils, 
twice  had  they  undertaken  journeys  from  St,  Peters- 
burgh  to  Ochotsk,  and  from  thence  engaged  in  voy- 
ages to  the  north-\yest  coasts  of  America,  to  California, 
io  the  Aleutian  and  Kurile  Islands,  from  all  which 
they  had  returned  home  in  safety.  Together  had  they 
served  in  the  Swedish  war,  where  both  had  distinguish- 
ed  themsehe^  as  heroes,  and,  inseparable  to  the  last,  to- 
gether had  they  come  to  a  most  untimely  end  Thiu 
-was  the  state  deprived  of  two  most  excellent  and  valua- 
ble citizens,  and  their  connections  of  two  of  the  most 
amiable  and  sincere  friends  that  mortals  could  ever 
boast  of  possessing ;  of  friends  whose  memoiy,  all  that 
knew  them,  can  never  cease  to  cherish  with  the  higt)cst 
esteem,  affection,  and  regard.  A  life  such  as  thtirs  is 
its  own  best  reward  on  earth,  but  heaven  will  surely  be- 
stow ujion  them  much  richer  regards  in  a  world  tc 
ronic,  va!l  rc'j  r.y  with  iiitcrcftl  the  disintertfsted  sacrili- 
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jc^  they  made  of  themidve^  hr  the  sole  purpose  of 
seeking  to  ameliorate  the  situ^on  of  the  Aleutians  at 
Oonalashka,  at  Kodiak,  and  at  Sitcha. 

My  riders  will,  I  liope,  pardon  this  dtgre^sior,. 
drawn  from  me  by  the  never-ceasbg  regret  I  cannot 
Iielp  feding  for  so  irreparable  a  loss,  aggravated,  if  pos- 
sible, by  die  recollection  that  the  last  evening  of  their' 
lives  was  passed  under  my  roof.  I  return  now  to  the 
relation  of  such  occurrences  as  are  most  worthy  of  note 
during  my  stay  at  Kamschatka. 

About  the  end  of  October  we  made  «ur  first  essay 
in  travelling  with  sledges  drawn  by  dogs,  and  by  the 
uinth  of  November  winter  was  completely  set  in :  the 
cold  Was,  at  this  period;  from  about  twelve  to  eighteen^ 
Captain  D'wolf,  with  Lieutenants. SchwostoiF and  Da- 
vidoff,  and  myself,  often  made  parties  to  dii&rent  places 
In  *the  neighbourhood;  prticularly  to  Pa^atunka,, 
Awatscha,  Korak,  Natschika  and  Malka  :  and  when 
we  were  at  home,  the  evenings  were  fiiequently  passed 
IB  dancing.  Some  of  the  wives  of  the  higher  officers; 
and  of  the  Commissaries  of  tiie  Russio- American  Coni. 
pany,  with  Mademoisetle  LariwanoflT,  were  our  princi< 
pal  ladies,  and  we  had  besides  occasionally  the  un^^  ' 
oficers,  with  their  wives  and  daugliters ;  although  it 
was  not  strictly  consistent  with  etiquette  to  invite  them. 
\ye  most  commonly  danced  En^ish  country-danccsl 
Some  soldiers  who  could  play  upon  tlie  violin,  the  ban^ 
dura,  and  the  balalayka,  a  kind  of  Russian  national  in. 
btrument,  with  two  or  three  strings,  were  pur  musicians, 

By  w^y  of  variety  the  Kamschadales  iteresometime^ 
invited  to  entertain  us  with  One  of  their  national  dances, 
hi  tliesc,  both  the  men  and  women  imitate,  the  move- 
ments and  manners  of  sea-dogs  and  bears,  and  go  from 
ih<;  geittlest,  softest  motions  of  the  head  and  shoulders, 
to  the  most  violent  motions  of  the  Mhole  body.  They 
^ng  themselves  to  their  dancing,  stamping  upon  thi^ 
ground  in  a  very  expr^^ive  manner  to  mark  the  time, 
and  sighing  with  a  short  ha  !  or  ah  f  frequently  re- 
peated. 

The  great  national  song  is  called  the  Bachia^  a  word, 
£he  constant  repetition  CnVhich  constitutes  the  T^4)ole 
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of  the  song.    I  could  notdiscover  that  it  has  any  kind 
of  meaning  whatever.    The  song  is  not  devoid  of  mct 

lody. 

When  I  was  tolerably  well  accustomed  to  travelling* 
in  a  sledge,  and  could  venture  upon  distant  excursionst 
I  made  one  to  tlie  village  of  MalLu  a  place  of  some 
size,  a  hundred  and  thirty-eight  versts  from  Petropau-^ 
lowsky  to  visit  the  hot  springs  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  water  rises  bubbling  out  of  the  earth  in  a  charming 
valley,  where  the  scenery  around  is  enchantingly  beau- 
tiful. .In  summer,  when  the  woods  are  clotncd  with 
green,  and  the  plain,  which  was  now  one  entire  w^aste  oC 
snow,  is  covered  with  a  rich  verdant  carpet,  I  conceive 
tl)at  the  country  every  way  must  be  extremely  raried 
and  pleasing. 

Among  the  minerals  to  be  (bund  about  the  principd 
spring  is  a  white  calcareous  crystal,  partly  in  the  form 
of  a  kidney,  partly  flat  and  leaiV.  The  water  has  a 
iaintly  nitrous  smell  and  taste.  Wlthia  a  drcle  of  a- 
bout  halfaverst  there  are  three  or  four  of  diese  boiUng 
springs,  which  soon  unite  in  a  litdc  stream,  and  thought 
^till  more  than  lukewarm,  I  observed  litde  fish  in  it, 
wbich  seemed  much  like  our  gasterasteus  or  stickle- 
back. Close  by  the  stream'  is  a  small  reservoir,  in  which 
die  water  cools :  this  is  used  as  a  bath ;  and  in  the 
neighbourhood,  some  huts  have  been  built  for  the  ac* 
commodation  of  persons  afHlcted  with  the  gout,  or 
other  diseases.  The  inhabitants  of  Malka  sometimes 
bathe  in  the  water,  and  they  use  it  for  washing  their 
white  liucn.  Flesh  or  fish  left  for  a  short  time,  in  the 
water  at  the  spring,  comes  out  perfectly  cooked. 

I  returned  back  from  this  place  to  the  harbour,  and 
on  the  fifteenth  of  Januaty  set  off  with  my  own  do^  for 
Nischney  Kamschatka.  I  passed  again  through  Afal- 
ka,  which  I  reached  on  the  nineteenth,  and  the  next  day 
proceeded  to  Ganal,  forty-one  versts  farther;  there  I 
stopped  for  the  night,  and  oh  the  twenty-first,  continued 
my  journey  to  Puschtschina.  This  is  one  of  the  long- 
est post-stations  on  the  western  side  of  the  peninsula,  and 
pays  as  sixty-four  versts,  though  the  Kamschadales  say 
tliafcui  is  in  reality  seventy -sixi#    As  some  ease  to  the 
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at  uie  distance  of  twenty-five  versts  from  Gmsi^  wfaere^ 
during  the  whole  winter  season^  a  man  is  stationed^  that 
people  may  stop  if  they  please  to  rest  tliem&el  ves  awhile; 
and  give  thek  dogs  a  morsel  of  dried  fish* 

A  few  versts  from  hence  the  two  chains  of  hills; 
which  divide  the  peninsula  'from  north  to  soiith,  ap- 
proach eadi  other,  and  are  united  as  it  were  bto  one 
bill)  which  may  be  considered  as  the  natural  party*  wall 
between  Middle  and  Southern  Kamschatka.  Tbt^ 
country  is  remarkable,  and  fies  probabljr  very  high.  In 
the  neighbourhood  rise  the  following  rivers  :  thp  Bus^ 
trareka,  which  runs  in  a  SQUth-westerlv  direction  to 
fiolscfaeretsk ;  the  Awatscha  river,  which  runs  into  thp 
bay  of  the  same  name ;  and  the  Kamchatka  river. 
The  latter,  after  a  course  of  moi<e  than  four  hundred 
versts  norA^eadkrly,  runs  into  the  sea  at  Nischney  Kam- 
schatka. 

On  the  twenty-second,  I  arrived  at  Werchnoi  K.amA 
8chatka«  one  of  the  meet  considerable  places  in  the  pe* 
mnsuku  It  lay  formerly  direcdy  upon  the  Kamschat- 
ka  liver,  but  in  the  summer  of  1805  this  river  was  so 
extremely  swollen  v^  the  melting  of  the  snow,  4 
more  than  usual  quantity  of  which  md  fallen  the  pre* 
ceding  winter,  that  a  drc^idful  inundation  was  expected^ 
when  suddenly,  at  tlie  moment  that  die  danger  seemed 
the  greatest,  the  river  broke  itself  a  new  channel  at  some 
wsts  from  the  town.  This  circumst9nce,  though  a 
relief  at  die  moment,  has  Unce  proved  a  great  hardship, 
as  it  has  deprived  the  inhabitants  of  their  fishery,  which 
was  very  advantageou9  to  tbeiQ.  The  oki  channel  of 
the  riva  has  ever  since  been  a  very  insignificant  stream, 
in  which  no  fish  of  any  consequence  SK  taken. 

In  this  place  there  are  two  ecclesiastics,  but  tl^e  ' 
churdi  is  old  and  partly  in  ruins,  so  that  it  is  very  little 
frequented.  The  Military  Hospital,  w}nc}M>articu]larlj 
attracted  my  attention,  is  terribly  neglectda ;  it  is  ex- 
tremely confined,  even  for  the  few  sick  th^t  it  contains. 
The  windows  4|re  all  fast  closed,  so  that  the  air  cannot 
by  any  means  be  admitted. «  The  entrance  is  at  a  great 
^ktance  within  tlie  coiirt,  and  there  is  no  kitchen ;  sp 
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that  the  vietuals  are  cooked  at  tibe  alofes,  by  Which  the 
apartments  are  warmed.  The  only  UlediGkieB  they  had 
at  this  time  were  the  remains  of  sdtne  that  had  beeft 
brought  by  Captain  Krusenstem  t  the  benrfidal  effects 
of  this  expedition  wefe  therefore  Tisible  two  years  af* 

tcr. 

There  are  at  Werchnoi  Katnsdiatka  about  sixty  aol* 
diers  and  thirty*  Cossacks,  w  ho  all  are^  or  at  least  ought 
to  be,  occupied  in  husbandry.  H<  re  are  above  a  hun- 
dred head  of  cattle,  and  a  number  of  horses,  which  be* 
)ong  chiefly  to  the  crown,  without  aniy  man  defiring  the 
least  advantage  from  them.  The  inhabitants,  from 
their  extreme  negligence^  have  often  by  the  spring 
scarcely  any  thing  left  to  eat.  They  make  a  vciy 
slender  provision  of  wititer  stores,  and  the  fish  do  not 
come  into  these  parts  till  late  In  the  season* 

The  country  hereabouts  is  tolerably  weH  peopled^ 
In  the  first  thirteen  versts  I  found  three  villages,  the  in- 
habitants of  which  are  chiefiy  supported  by  husbandry 
and  feeding  cattle*  Tlie  most ,  considerable  of  these 
places  is  Milkowoi  DereflPna,  inhabited  by  ftassian  pea- 
sants, whose  ancestors,  'seven  in  number,  were  sent 
hither  from  Russia  about  seventy  years  before,  for  the 
purpose  ot  introAicing agriculture;. they  are  now  in- 
creased to  about  eighty  souk.  The  priiicipid  person  of 
the  village  assured  me,  that  for  nine^uceeasive  yean  his 
com  had  yielded  fit>m  five  to  eight  fekl  the  seed  sdwn. 
This  man,  upon  the  representation  of  the  Governor, 
Mnjor-General  Von  KoscheleiT,  had  been  honoured 
with  a  medal  from  his  Imperial  Majesty  for  his  services 
in  the  promotion  of  agricukufe, 
.  All  the  peasants  of  this  village  draw  die  greatest  bart 
of  then*  nourishment  from  the  ridi  produce  of  oieir 
own  fields.  They  have  bread  fr^kn  com  of  their  o^n 
growth,  potatoes,  white  cabbages,  turnips,  raddiahes, 
t:ucumbers,  fish,  flesh,  milk,  and  game,  in  profu^on. 
Jn  this  place  are  kept  eighty ^ve  cows,  and  tw*entytwo 
horses  ;  in  the  flat  country  the  latter  can  be  used  the 
whole  year  through.  Agriculture,  it  is  pbin  fit>m  this 
instance,  is  by  no  means  impracticable  at  Kamschatka« 
in  the  cgntinuation  of  my  journey,  I  found  that  in  some. 


nrts,p0irticttlarl3^yv  the  ooootiyaboiivKixMierikyaii^ 
ToI{)9tsc;h|' the  ^aow  w$i9  nf  v^  s»  4^  in  the  winter 
Imt  that  ihc  ^w«  ^on}4  be  left  out  inthQ  fields. 

On  ihe  thirtieth,  ipthe  evepiog.  I  aflrifed  i<t  Klutschi, 
fjr  Klytch^£|k^  Qerc^ia,  whioh>  like  Mi^owoi,  is  iq« 
)^b\te4  prfncipflly.  by  Russian  pea^ai^aR^  Qp^sack^ 
and  is  tolerably  floyfishiQg.  Agriqultujsi^-  m^siog  cat- 
.^,  fi^tf^,  aoit  the  cf^cu,  6|ip|dy  the  iahMPi^anto  ivith 
l9od  abVfidiWtly  :  tim  climate  #ik1  th^  mil  are  not  » 
^ood  as  9lp9Mt  W/erchnoi  Kamschatka^  KIu^Ih  lies 
fst  th^  f9Qtc4>  high  pieaJced  volcanoi  wluch  cofutfpnt|j^ 
oith^  afp^|;e^  or  thraws  out  flame ;  in  the  latter  case  it 
inay  he  pe^ft  ifi  the  night  to  the  distaiice  of  three  hundred 
versts,  or  even  farther.*  • ; 

Tl^  Tilbge  Qonti^jiis  more  thj|i>  twenty  howns,  a 
churchy  a|[id  ihe  oi^y  school  in* the  pen^^sHla  :  hepe  \bf: 
9ons  of  fi^lfliers  onlyi  never .  f h^  KagischadaleSf  arc 
taught,  4:«^5, .  wriuijg,  apcwnts^  aadiJf^Uiiif. .  ^tis 
5^m9pit  to  say  wiiether  the  whole. ^.grg^isiaUGOi  pf  tti^ 
jpchool  Of:  the.  l^uUdHiss  are  n^os%  jn  \v?w»  pf  improve- 
ment ;  t^  Loiter  ^  far  too  cot^^  j&>F  the  Aumbaf  of 
boys»  wmqh.in  |>9W«  at vf nty»  Therooijnf'are  ^majil  aiyl 
iLrk  }  instead. of  ^lass^  the  window^  ^  only  of  4>b- 
akin  :  thci^  <s  TH>  kitchen,  so  that  tl^  victpiilb  are  cook- 
ed at  the  ilayc  of  the  school-room*  T^  principal  food 
of  the  scholars  is  fish,  which  theym^ht  patch  theci^- 
aelyes;  t^fi^  <>fteq  therefore,  fop  wantpf  a  sufficiency, 
mS^  veryifn^Q^  ^om  hunger,  apd  in  ^l>e  {sequel,  from 
^p^rvy^ '. .  '4]he  achpol-mastcr  is  an  old  discarded  ^mUiI- 
tern  officer,  i^ho  does  all  that  bis  strengtli  and  ai^ilities 
will  peripit  tp  discharge  his  trust  faithfully.        . v 

The  lazar^^p  here  is  in  an  equally  wret$lied  cpixii- 
^n.  *  The  greater  part  of  the  patieiits,.  lyben  I  ^'Mted 

■ 

*  Qf  this  volpapoa  very  ample  d^scripUon  k  given  on  t]ic 
excellent*  Memoir  fit  dc  la  Soviet  e  Imficriale  dcM  AaturalinteM  il/t 
AloscoUf  1809.^^ However  wortjiy  of  credit  this  description 
may  app^ar^  I  itiust  at  the  same  time  doubt 'exceedingly  ihc 
possibiiity  of  ever  ascemltn^  this  exU*a«rdiiiaiy  -steep  tnoun- 
tain.  Major  Vun  Fridei  ici,  who  had  the  most  ea(^er  d«si|%  to 
ascend  it  when  he.  was  iu  these  paits  in  the  summer  of  1804^ 
was  obliged)  after  several  vain  aiit-mpts  to  relinquish  the  uu- 
deviaking  as  impossible. 
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It,  were  schootbojr^  vibd^  &r  want  of.  good  tjk^  good 
food,  amd  a  ^oper  attention  to  dten^dtas,  haA  terrible 
scorbutic  sores  in'  their  feet  After  t^oMtsg  ^  ut» 
most  hospitaiit|(flom  the  Chief  of  tfa^  viHajge^  Wassifi* 
Iwanowitsdiy  I  set  out  on  my  last  day^ts  jouncff  wA 

«riived  at  ^caj^ital  <rf^thej>eninsi2lay  Nischney  Kam* 
:^chatka,  dH  the  second  of  Fd)ruarT«    ' 

i  The  Governor,  Mqor  General  Von  Kosdidefi;  with 
whbm  I  wasifteady  acquainted,  fixim^lus  hai^  come 
to  iheetihe  ambassador  on  our  first  vi^t  to  Karaschaf- 
jf»y  received  me  with  aH  possible  testimonies  of  fiiend- 
shtp,  and  did  every  thing  m  his  power  to  mdcttof  visit, 
whl6h  iuippened  just  at  the  time  ctf  the  camiral,  agrcf* 
able  to  me. 

^  The  town  lies  on  a  neck  of  land  at  the  oonflucboe  of 
tfie  rivers  Raduga  and  Kamschatka.  Here  ait  two 
churches,  and  i&boat  a  hundred  houses.  It  19  the  seat 
of  a  geiiCTad's  staff,  of  the  crown  officers,  of -the  codes!- 

^astics,  that  is,  a  protopapas  or  chief-priest,  andti^osob- 
f>Hests,  aoiarmy  surgeon;  several  mordiaiAs,  tnklesaxi^ 

^^itf  2ens,  toldiei^,  and  Cossacks.    In  the  night,  bttweeu 

'tht  thirteenth  and  fourteentii,  I  Was  woke  by  a  prett]r 
Gcmsidetable  shock  of  an  eardiquake.  This  is  00  veiy 
uneommon  occurrence  here,  and  is.  peiliaps  nrincipsiny 

•  owing  to  the  town  not  being  at  a  great  distanee  from 
the  volcano  crf^KlutscUi. 

Notwithstaixling  the  stonniness  of  die  Wcadier  diir* 

•  ing  the  whole  of  the  carnival,  it  was  much  pkasanter 
than  could  have  been  expected  ii^  Kamscbatka.  The 
Governor  had  two  ice-hiUa  made,  that  fiivourile  nation- 
al amusement -of  the  Russian's.    He  gave  sevetal  balls, 

'  and  on  the  last  day  ti  masquerade,  at  which  were  pre- 
set sikty  persons,^  including  botfi  sexes*  The  Gover- 
nor keeps  a  nublic  table  for  his  officers  the  whole  year 

'  through,  and  in  such  a  country  this  li  no  trifle.  He  in- 
vited me  with  the  utmost  hospitality  and  politeness  to 
be  his  constant  guest,  and  we  were  always  entertained 
with  excellent  cheer.  We  had  fresh,  salted,  and  smok- 
ed geese  and  ducks,  fresh  and  smoked  rein-deer's  flesh. 
and  wild  sheep*s  tongues,  with  excellent  salmon,  ami 
many  other  ueJl-drrsstd  and  Viell.a9voored  dibtt^s.  Ir- 
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deed,  I  pBfesrfmy  time  on  the  wfiolc  so  AisaDdyt 
ilrat  I  could  almost  have  fbrgolten  I  Was  at  Kamschrt* 
ka,  had  I  not  been,  ahs  f  too  often  lemindcd  of  it  bf 
accessory  circumstanoes.  It  is  indeed  lamentable,  that 
although  the  ddc  are  very  numerous  bodi  ztMx^g  the 
Ilussians  and  the  Kamschadales^  the  country  is  alaiost 
entirely  destitute  of  medicines.  The  army  surgeon  of- 
ten  expressed  to  me  how  much  he  was  diatressra  at  the 
impossibility  he  was  under  of  administering  relief  to  the 
suffiaings  wtiich  his  situation  obliged  him  to  witness. 

The  only  medicines  in  the  country  are  those  sent^ 
from  Russia  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  tliese  come 
in  such  small  quantities,  that  the  surgeon,  though  he 
appeared  to  be  well  skilled  in  his  profession,  wa»  really 
deprived  ofthe  power  of  shewmgnb  skilL  But  whal 
appeared  still  more  strange  was,  the  nature  ofthe  naedi- 
cines  sent :  they  consisted  principally  of  steel-filings, 
juniper-boties,  essence  of  spruce,  of  which  there  were 
several  poods,  calcareous  powders,  and  other  things  of 
the  same  kind ;  not  an  emetic  or  purgative  medicine, 
no  opium,  nor  any  preparations  of  mercury,  not  any  in 
short  of  the  most  important  and  useful  medicines. 

What  an  immense  advantage  it  would  be  to  the  em* 
pjre,  if  ships  were  regularly  dispatched  every  year  firom 
£urope  to  furnish  this  part  of  it  with  a  supply  of  medi- 
cines, clothes,  and  other  objects  of  the  first  necessity,- 
ox  a  reasonable  rate.  But  of  how  much  greater  advan- 
tage would  it  be,  if  some  real  patriots,  men  of  science, 
knowledge,  activity,  and  benevolence,  woukl  resolve  to 
Tisit  this  undeservedly  ilUfamed  country,  to  study  its 
f]atural  productions,  and  its  means  cf  improvement, 
and  then  lay  plans  for '  introducing  a  better  order  of 
dungs ;  an  order,  which,  being  founded  upon  general, 
as  well  ns  local  knowledge,  would  have  cv«y  possible 
recommendation.  This  appears  so  nuich  tlie  more  ne- 
cessary, as  I  do  not  know  that  sinre  tbe  establi:Jiment 
ofthe  colony  any  of  the  oiEccrs  belonging  to  the  mili- 
tary government  hdvr  ever  conceived  tlic  idea  of  ench  an 
examination;  that  any  one  has  ever  thoufjiu  of  taking 
A  philosophical  •fjrvc?y  of  ihr  cotimry,    wiili  n  vl^w  i\ 
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^sbartttiivR  what  it  is  capable  of  beuig  nude ;'  ibat  U« 
ottexuioD  of  any  0De,haa  ever  bom  fjip^oted  to  the  beoc- 
Tolent  purpose  ctf  promotiog.  itjs  wdi(b?  nod  huppioess, 

though  ia  aordoii^  be  woukl  render  aR^samtial  Krvic^; 
tdth^  ^at^  9f  w^ieh  hais  a  member. 
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tttAVtER  XVI* 

m 
I 

■ 

Jledoffi^.'-^IBgh  Chain  qf  Mountcms.-^Earurticn 
to  mt  "Ccraks. — Their  Rein-deef. — Manners  and 
CuOmm^^^Pf^esttm  Side  of  the  Peninsula  of  JShm^ 
scfutika. — Thepri^wipat  Thwns.—B^&tum  to  St. 
Peter  and  Si.  FauL 

ABOUT  theehd  of  Februtirvi  I  began  tt>  thiidc  of 
tny  retam  to  «he  hai'biliiur  of  St.  teeter  and  St.  Padl,  an4 
detertnlned  vo  false  Ae  road  by  Tigil  and  Bolscheretaki 
on  the  westiem  side  of  the  P^nsula^  whidh  was  indeed 
farther  about,  but  had  the  recontniendaticn  of  beings 
new  to  NIC)  id  th»t  I  should  iKire  an  opportunity  df 
gaining^  a  atffl  motie  extensive  knowledge  of  this  remark* 
able  coukrify*  By  the  second  of  March  every  tiling  waft 
irady  for  tny  departure,  it  wouM  be  to  the  highest  dfe« 
gree  ungMtefol  of  me,  Wtte  I  nol  here  to  make  m^ 
warmest  adtnbwiedgnients  to  M.  Von  Koscheleff  and 
his  brother  ibr  the  very  hospitable  reception  tv  hich  th^y 
gjive  me,  atid  for  the  iMMberless  proofe  of  friendship 
and  esteem  with  whieh  1  ^fm  fcohoured  by  them.  After 
taking  a  farewell,  breakfast  with  thete  good  friends,  and 
efierifig  them  my  warmest  wishes  c^  welfare  and  happK 
ness,  I  !^  outtKi  the  aetotid  of  March  from  l^iscbtief 
XamsciiaAa. 

I  had  not  proceeded  Akm  Aan  sixteen  versts  on  my 
trav,  when  I  met  the  post  from  Europe,  the  airival  di 
Which  I  had  long  anstiously  Expected,  t  hoped  that  the 
great  naturalbt.  Doctor  Redo&ki,  would  accompany  it^ 
and  \  had  for  several  months  thought  with  the  greater 
pleasucie  of  becoming  acquainted  with  him.  My  fir^ 
Question  on  rowing  the  post  was  **  fFheretsDoettn^ 


s«o    '  .9&p^gsimf^^^^. 


great  divi^onaof^Kamscbatkato  the  ci^iR7^^ 
>-cst,  Maay  personaare  afrfud  of  taking  thHnttB"^ 
violent  storms  and  snow-shovrera  are  o^^pV  en- 
countered among  the  mouptaias,  Rqi  diei|i|^istf 
little  beaten  as  to  occasion  great  inconvcnienectO:l>^^'^ 
lers.  They  are  .not  unfitquently  a  fort^^^li^gettiiig 
from  Jellofka  to  TigU,  though  the  dista^^  cpln 
bundred  and  .sixty  versts,  and  if  they  ^ve^pofji/ctnim 
themselves  veiy  amplr,  are  in  danger  of  ruiit)U]g  sbot 
of  food.  As  in  all  uus  diataiKC'  am  wg  tlie;jim|>otaiDS, 
there  is  no  tow^  or  vi]laee»:two  houses  for  travfjlen  to 
test  have  been  bailt,  the  one  about  ibr^-uz  vents  Skm 
Jellof  ta*  and  the  other  thirty-nine  versts^nbcj^  i  ^ix^ 
serve  as  pkpes  for  «lieltfr  in  storn^y  weathen  _ 

On  the  sffx-ih  of  March,  about  seven  in  .the  monung, 
Jr,xi  out  upon  t'lus/ormidiibteundeftokmg,  in  company 


wini  flCicM  auoHCii  anovMBacvs^nio^nMi  awiuuicb 

olnrmMl  fine  to  a  yt^  mmmti^ffoc.  yfc  had 
KvcmiUB  WiytWy  Mfnoincn,  $oiiic  kss  (snsiacniDK ; 
two  among  tNtm  wtte  pntibulariy  to^M  dbtkigOBhdd. 
On  the  top^-of  cme,tb^ttavdler,o08uebadayaffthtt 
#e  v^em  m  IcJrtttmte  a^ta  be  liuNaufed  wiA|»  cofc^  k 
most  pcMns^JLiis  jiloi^t  The  volcano  of  ^^ftscHiy 
vomiting' Jbrth  fiunes^  ^ppean  dote  at  hand  ;  f06  iS^p 
soma  Qorilibm-  oortsUieialilei  soewdd  anauid^  araear 
like  aivai^  filain^  KpMif  desbemiiBg,  till  the  te 
hill<!(dn  are  loit  at  lenftli  fai  the'wileb  eiuenfed  faoi> 
aoo*  ^Ths  anoW  on  mia  lofty  siuMait  is  nerer  ixrj 
aoepi qein|' manwtf iiif < i.y  mp coHitBnt  iritia.;  anaoaac* 
eoont of  mcirareme  ooM  trf^llie  atmoapfaopey  it  is  at  all 
times  80  %kn  and'  hfart^'  lUat  it  may  be' trarvmed  with- 
out the  least  dIKedrf  or  danger.  Vegetatidn  ahnost 
fatirdjr  dsasto^  ooljr  hare  and  theieupoh  die  deotivlw 
Ur 'otoi»  a  saftary  dtraf  cedar. 
'  The  yceond  gmarheight  oti  die  nbrdi-trest  side  is 
eatieiHcly  rapia  In  the  descent ;  and  it  »  among  the 
most  muRrly  perftartnances  in  slee^  dHving,  if  a  maA 
can  deadend  das  Ull  ivitti  the  do^  to  the  sledge^  keep« 
t^  it  |a  an  anct  Ixdanoe  so  diat  ti  shili  not  be  orerset. 
Toe  ^)S8  are  tfaerrfore  usually  tikea  off  and  fastened 
behind  me  stodge,  and  die  driaer  tvirit  Ms  oatoU,:  guides 
the  sfe^,  andstippocts  faitosdf  :in  it  Most  of  bi^ 
travcffii^  companions,  toth  soldiers  and  Cossacksi  and 
even  VKf  Hftmsclndale  ^ide,  couid  nbt  keq^  their  seats, 
but  woejtated  oot,  and  had  to  descend  the  greater 
pan  of  the  wagr  on  loot;  Upon-th^  -  wliofe,  hptvever, 
the  ajmeamnoe  is  mtx^  iormidaUe  than  the  thin|^  iesel^ 
ttncemrre  being  nentber  tnces,  Tocks>  or  fn^ec^ioes  in 
tbe'wajr,  oonseqamtlyno  ftarof  meedng  with  fuir  ac« 
(idem  iimI  be  appehendod.  it '  was.  tfaecdbre  droB 
^tncHB^  to  see  one  after  die  other,  eanisred  out  of  his 
Vsome  in  one  liray;  SQOie  in  anodier,  lolting  and 
ling  about 

At  tbefxao(d^abtH,nearaiWoodiiiestii^^ 
of  vest,  wUdi  we  leached,  while  ia  considerable  portion 
.9ftbeday$tia  remained^    We  fcvand  hern  much  lesk^ 
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than  in  tHe  coimtiy  on  {heodier  s^  oFliieTnoun- 
tain.  The  weatbor  being  very  desrandcahn,  and  there 
being  a  moon  to  assist  us,  we  dctermincd»  with  die  una*- 
nimous  approbation  of  ^le  whole  paftjr,  to  mdce  onlv 
a  bait  here^  nd  to  proceed  forwacds  to  the  next  hociss 
of  rest  before  we  thought  of  ^atoppin^  ibr  die  tught* 
Accordinglf,  after  taking  some  t^  with  bread  nd  dri* 
ed  fish,  and  gtvmg  our  dogs  a  morsri  of  jukofar,  m  three 
hours  we  again  set  forwiurda*  Nature  ha»  here,  as  it 
were,  broken  a  paA  over  the  mountains.  Winding  a- 
mong  hills,  and  sometimes  ahnoat  peqxsndicular  rodcs, 
one  while.inclining  to  the  ri^^ht,  another  to  the  left,  the 
rood  ascends  gradoallf ,  till  m  some  hours  a  tery  coo* 
siderable  height  is  attained  almost  imperoepHiWy>  *  Some- 
times this  road  runs  among  narrow  gtitteys^  aooMtimes 
it  is  oVer  a  widely  extended  plain,  where,  the  traiPcUar 
is  assailed  by  tenrible  gusts  or'  wind  and  snow^sbowcrs. 
Along  this  plain  high  posts  are  stuek  intOrdie  ground 
at  no  great  d  istance  from  each  other,  which  ser?e  as  guides 
to  the  traveller  when  the  hills  and  rocky  points  art* con- 
cealedfrom  his  view  by  diesnow-douda,.or  by  fogs. 
Notwithstanding  Uiese  posta,  aa  the  snow  aiorras  art 
sometimes  so  violent  that  traveUers  cto  scarcely  see  the 
foret^t  dq;  in  Ibc  sledge,  they  have  not  unfioquenthr 
been  known  to  lose  thetr  way* 

After  going  about  twenty  wearisome  versts,  when  we 
had  at  length  reached  the  last  hill,  we  were  suddenly 
surprized  by  seeing  spread  out  below  us,  the  whole 
western  side  of  ^  peninsula,  gilded '  by  the  evening 
sun.  From  hence  the  road  was  very  much  upon  thiig 
descent,  and  die  dc^  ti'ere  with  difficulty  held  in ;  the 
smell  also  of  the  numerous  wild  rem-deer,  which  \^^ 
saw,  made  them  run  with  much  greater  eagerness.  In 
many  places  there  was  so  tlnn  a  layer  of  snow^  that 
blocks  of  stone,  and  patches  of  earthy  witheted  grass, 
and  moss,  were  to  be  seeh  peepii^  through  it*  .  It  was^ 
however,  gro\iing  so  dusk  tijat  i  had  not'Iight  suffici* 
ent  to  examine  any  of  these  objects  accurately,  and  as  I 
could  not  make  my  dogs  stop  for  a  moment,  I  called  to 
my  Kamschadale  guide,  begging  him  to  pick  .tip  some 
of  the  atones  far  .me^  ami  keep  thejn  till  we  got  to  oer 

w  - 


Ih^  ff  a^ab^gli*  ftOMimt  twched  «dreadfbl  storta 

«*  AboM'tlMeaaHdodt^atn^  ii/€attnvalat.the  second 
lMfMt)f'«oCt,>*o(ft.4ittfe  &t|gpiccL  Sn-tbe MigbBQutvi 
>ood  of  4Mh«v  was  4o4itdc  anMr,  4to  vvi  had  in  many 
pMes gonflPWiirdfy  laodand  gikss*  '  At  oufr  arriv^ 
we  fi3M4'fleir«df m^dkzrt  Hdho  hadconie  fjrom  Tigil, 
«iid  Miht^  lidl  of jf^eheasiQai*  «t  the*  journey  berore 
thMii)  cniriBidiift  -tool «  ytdeoHf^fOQd  fo^tuqe  in  having 
goe  lii90ii||b  it-  ao«  4n|^)ik;  Ok  the  seventh  we  pas^ 
tte  iilglft4«i9ed»ki^.a  pMM»  the  inhabU^  o£  which 
|m  pK^Mffy* ^ Cafok  orjgifl:  their  language  is.  not 
propmly  eMw  iheciKamtdMidate  or  the  Co^ :.  it  is 
ttatfmilhf  td«'4K:  coiintiyy  andia^ia  use  northwards 
irftbts  fiwe  asv*far  us  Babo,  'and  aouthwards  as  fa^  as 
Itsohi;  TlieliiM^di^illtwbedTigU,  wbeielfesdv« 
wAMiiiato«8tob't^aM«Bjmlfadd»^  .. 

*  ^  Vigo,  ooiM»*^  that  b  the 

fafftittS'Of'f  i|pt,  liw^'tbe  tight  bonk  of  the  river  of 
alM^  asHK  iii^Bitt  WhM^M  iiMlga& 
anelmring  plaeelbr^icieQls  coming  irovi  Ochdtsk  ^s^.a* 
bte^tftftocn  vtsejii  liaaa  tbs-mAitb  49f  the.  river,  and  at 
bottt  thirQr  from  difl:fQi«tss«  Tigil  is  ^ivery  interesting 
«pol^  la  the  hoB^Xfi'Oi  Kamsohacka  f*  k  was  the  first 
plMoein  tho/pinUMfai  whoe  die  Hassans  established 
fhediislvwt^^knst  Irom  wbsnee  they  jgsopeeded  to  their 
fiMhet  oopqutata*-  Bfiaidoss6veialboildin|&.belongio|^ 
to  ibafflfcftiinWyihcre  ^aio  here  aboat  fi%  hoiises»  and 
a  dmrobu  TfaSfAcoeis  {X>qr«iii,fishyand  the  river  is  so 
Mpid^  that  it  iatdi£o|iltto  oalch  tben>  either  with  hooks 
olrliets.  PioviOc^:  has theit^ provided  fiir  its  bet 
ing  suppHed  with  food  in  other  wajr3*  in  the  neigb> 
boii4iOo4  we  vasit  numbers  of  icin-ideer,  and  the  north. 
em  neigfaboors,  the  Cotaks^:  drive  tbl^ir'  numberlea 
floeks  m  tme  teib^ieor  Jato.  the  cQudtrv^  which  they 
barter  with  the  Russians  and  Kamscbadales  for  trifles, 
;such  as  {Mlwderand.shoty  brandy,  tobacco,  mushrooms, 
nfforieut  frmscarius^  kettles,  axes  and  odigr  iron  V  ares. 
through  thitf  (rafii'v  such  quantititrs  of  rcin-decr  are 


•  '•*••■•       •     .1 


HI      ««av«M«MA;«r  ntM^mma^u 


.«ud  dieir  clothing  is  nearly  the  same.  Ti^  |«ic>c>l>^' 
diHL-rcnce  is,  that,  instead  pT  the  cape  to  their  fj^f"'') 
they  have  a&urt  ofliuodi  and  instead  of  tUop-'oing''' 
thi;  bosom,  thf re  is  u  sort  of  breast-pkce  bapgingfl'J"'' 
from  beloiv  ihc-chin.     There   (s  no  diffafiiw '■*  ■'■" 


dmf  ^^^  OK*  «l<  V«««ii  tkqr  M  only  tt  be  dl»r 

tiiv^tdie4  by:  tbninwim  aot  lurvnf  <b«tf  bak  «(ut 
lboffa»!dKiiw».b»te^  1  cmM  a^  pirfelvc  Aat  tbg 
mf)  bMl  «mr  hm^  .  lOey  vblfk  tbe  kuf*  up  witb 

fioDaiVi,  M  i  PM  biibrniiBdf  wfam  tbQr  bc%ia  tp:  grow, 
'hek.hiir  4i4<aiiii|f|paw  i^lM  ••  vfiy  #c|c  ts^bat  0| 

Tto.€Q«a»fiw  in  pmG9i  huts,  thf  skdetaqsor 
wbkkmmmsiknfi  polost  oiijl  ever  tt)em  ai^ stretchy 
€d  llw;ilMW<tftw4ecr>  intb  tbe  )i»ir  MsU  upon  ifaeqK^ 
AbwMM  bvUKitMd  tiJiQr'  «  seventy  8kdges»  which» 
ifi  their  migrations,  cnry  tiie  poles  and  skins  that  makt 
tl4r  iMllSr  ^Iheir  boMseMd  irt^ 
ff ¥IMftoMs jHQiiSb  Stiehft  number^  skdges  are  tfi(^ 
tagniiQcqiSaiyY  as-^Kin-dser  aft  ifvieak,  and qm  onlf 
llfawAWiymaUlitii^'  Tiie  day^tebt  is  admitted  iu- 
^ilie^ttti^-liiMAsatlbefQp/wtiiQ^  «9v(3  also  as  f 
siiiaMr*^^!^^  tiMkr  pass^  int)>e^  inside  oftho 
kM  dijriaiinir  «e  made  wiKh  the  i^ktiscf  rrai*deer| 
frbip)iitivciin-«pm09-i»#ieuaidp  lowwidb  die  fire^ 
biftttlifo^cmfal  Hoy.  itoMS  be  closed  hy;a  akin  whicH 
drnmaowr  l^  iVtni^  like  -a  c^naiii.  Day-light  is 
IhmiotixiBly  skiiKoiil  fim»  the  Iktie  cham^»  but  it  b 
protected  by.tl9K..aMia  mnna  ags^smoke*  wd  d^pmsi. 
D^ki^  ThftobiefilivM-inlht principal  divb^t  ^hicb 
is  <9poiHte  t9tlR4MNMie,  and  the  rest  of  the.  family 
and  dependents  inkabit  die  side  apfartmepts.  T^ 
nhcrielmtha?  iher  Appesranoe  of  a  ptaioe  fw  wiokin^ 
Aak^attltbti  most  disgu^iag^lth  netgns  €V4ry  Vfbcrt. 
A  aiii0U)f»)9f  laRg)s4(^»  which  are  priiieipaUy  kept  M 
the.chace^have  free  access  to  the  faouse^even  in^  thf 
littls  skiqpfiiw  rooms.  The  akiift  laf  these  ^qgs.are 
Aiicb  iiacd  «  bor^^iog  for  the  mrmenis. 
.  TbtundigcsiMlnioss  taken  from  tbe  s^michs  of 
tbe  eeiiMker  indien  killed  is  cooked,  and  mixfd  with 
traiiMiil  as  food  <»' the  dogs,  and  sometiqiea  cten  for 
the  kamm  bem^pa.  It  is  remarkable  here  to  find  a  m^ 
tioD,  wlioie  whole  Wfskb,  whose  veigr  mtatence,  it  maqr 
be  aiddt  whose  food  and  olodung,  depend' ip  like  man- 
ner uptM)  tt|e  rein-deer,  as  ihe  Aleutians  tippn  the  sea- 
deg.    Thelmi$^itndc](6UM^  nf  all  soviB^aM  made  ot 


» 

die  rein-deer  skins ;  the  entraib  sarve  for  tnanf  puri^ 
j>oses,  and  the  fiesh  is  almost  their  only  food*  At  the 
siame  time  the  supeiAuities  df  tfieir  tioickB  serve  them  as 
the  means  of  procuring  other  artitles  of  which  tiicj 
stand  in  need  by  the  intercourse  df  trade  tUey  6re  thus 
enabled  to  carry  on  with  their  4i«ighb0tils«  it  is  said 
fhat  the  aort  of  mushrooms  which  they  procure  from 
ttic  Kamschadales,  are  preferred  by  them  aa  a  akuns  of 
exhilaration  or  intoxication  to  brandy.*  <Sd0ie  lemarks 
bfminc^  u]>on  tMs  siibjeCt  will  be  fomid  in  the  Aimald 
of  the  Society  for  promoting  the  kiiowicdgt  of  *  Natural 
History.  •     •-  "  "  *. 

*  In  the  traBie  carried  on  ivith  these  pe6pte, «  glafssfuU 
i6f  brandy,  even  to  running  ovcri  be  the  glass  ever  so 
small,  is  preferred  by  them  to  a  targe  glass  only  half 
full,  though  perhaps  really  contaming  twicp^  ias  xniich 
ih  quantity.  My  host  at  Tigil  dierefoie  lent  file  a  vtry 
Valuable  glass  for  my  present  excur^on/Hk^hich  did  not 
hold  more  tlran  half  an  ounce.  Instead-  of 'disbea^  these 
people  make  use  of  wooden  trenohers^  out  of  ivhicli  they 
and  their  dogs  eat  promiscuously.  -  Their  drink  con- 
sists the  greater  part  of  theyearof  snojir  and  ice,  which 
h  inelted  in  a  kettle  kept  oonstandy  hanging  over  the 
lire  for  this  purpose.  The  assertioii  4)f  many  physicians 
Ihat  the^  goiti^  so  prevalent  in^he  Swiss  Cantons 'and 
the  Tyrdarise*fr6hi-the  useof  snoW*-waitris  by  this  cir- 
ih\mstance completely  refuted,  sineeno  ivuch  thing  as  a 
goitre  is  to  b^  seen  among  the; borates  s  ^nd  even  in 
summer^fi^ey  as  they  withdraw  u  ith  thrir  reki-deer 
into  the  mountainsi  stiow- water  is  still  almost- their  oiily 
drink.'*'  '">   *.  '  i     ••-...■     \ 

*'  'The  business  t^f  th^  *men- consists  in  huntit)g  the-sa- 
l)1e,  tlie  wild  rein^deer,  and  tbeargalis rf  wild  sheep. 
riiej- hav** besides  tlie  oarc  of  the  cattle,  whicU  iced 
about  the  houBes^  and  of  the- numerous  flocks -of  tame 
rein-deet,^  Here,  as  in  Brasil  and  California,  the  eattle 
are  caught,  whei*  they  are  to  be  sUiughtered,  by  throw- 
ing  a  sling  round  the  horns.  Wlien  this  is  done,,  and 
the  beast  is  killed  by  a  knife  being  stuck  into  the  hearr^ 
it  is  consigned  over  to  the  women,  who-  then  ft^iy  it, 
take  out  the  eirtHiih.  and  T:ut  it  >ip  ready  to  b^  cooked  : 


takei  phee^  i»  tikii  itom  the  kmm%  -aod  ^jfsfik  th§ 
poles  and  skinaopM  the  akdge%  w  well  a8(«il  tbe  o^h^f 
Boosdidd  aitkikki^  mri.^betrsiaported :  wl^i  ar. 
rived  «tdicirYiciyvS|aliofi«tbQf  build  the  h^ufieti' utt 

ageifu  .  AsM0B«theilU)i9.|ibciut*Uy>AabH^^ 
eatm  opi  a  migration  takes 'plaee ;  the  paf>|ple  with  tbdif  ' 
reua-deor  pvoeo^  eomc;  vetvka  &iWr  till  they  find-^pod 
fcedi'  •  I0  thiBiway  thQ-  tra?erae  every  y^fu*  .a  consider* 
ablo.extem  of  «a»»lry  iirofafKartb  to  soitthi  ^ihaii  1%  from 
the.  neighbourhood  of  Iseb^  to  die  niiddte  of  .KaoM 
adibtfca,  miar  ltacfai»  supp^iog  by  the  wf^  aimoat.th| 
wholeweslen wle  of  dw  peninsula  widi  reii»deer'« 

Tkt  Ccrafcs-live  iti  a  fllUBref  ^oomiMili  .qimity  witSi 
the  Tschdtshi%  dieir  northern  neiglibofinii  a^d  unils 
theiMd¥e8;cBttM  .with  the  Ausaifiqs^:  from  whom  tbejr 
ivacQte  maoji;  aiftiqles  of  the  fot  uti%»  ^^tbout.tl^ 
daAget jof  mtf  uopkhfljiftt  AanaOQuences^  v 

.  Their  wHapOns  oooairt  ^lieiy  in  Ix^s  and  arrows^ 
some  hacve  learnt  die  oaeof  fiie«armsi  pnd  understai^ 
Ihe  superiority  of  them  ior  the  cha^e  ^ve  b^ws  fiod 
arrows^  perfect]^  weU.  I  saw  no  o^r  ipusical  instfi^ 
ment  than  a  sort  of  tambourine,  which  had  iron  rii^ 
roundf  at^and  was*stMck  wdth  -the  siufied  ^oot  of 41  dof^ 
Their  ain^nff  lesembles  ifery  much  fbs^  of .  the  Afeu* 
tiaas  and  of  ttepeople  on  the  western  cpast.  of  Amerk 
ca  (  ind  the  daacingi  libs  theirs,  consists  oiily  in  a  siny 
pie  tnovemeot  of  the  body,  without  quitting  the  spot.  ^^ 

On  the  d^wnth,  late  in  the  eveningri  returned  tq 
Tigil^  n^Mnoe  I  set  out  the  next  day  for  Bols^^l^tskr 
1  went  for  curiosity's  sake  thei  twenty  versts  to  the  fir^^ 
station :al  Nupam  widi  r(jn*deer.  Th^  nfjehy-  of  the 
thin^certainly  excited  my  interest, but!  i^us^give the 
prefeisenee  eaeeedingly  to  dogs»  The^rsin^efra^  first 
^uansucbfiu^,  biit  they  tire> very  ao^n,  a«d  must  al* 
Ways,  be  fed  at  intervals  of  ten  or  twelve  verbts*    Dogs 

3 f  only  a  middling  kind,  faiy  the  steady  tniform  t>ace 
^y  kMp,  wiU  'SOQUVr  reach  j  distant  pi^oc;  beskks 
9^^^the.4-einH)ee^  ai!e^oubIesqmc»  %om  the^i^inthy  oi 


mow  tlieylhrow  op  th  tfie  mveAsr's  £ioe.    I  was fe. 

S>iced  tfie^dre  oM  the  thhteeiitfi  to  K^^  to  my 

ogs,  and  (ravel  i^h  thenl  over  Ihe  western  coast  of 
Kamschatka. 

The  snoW  never  falls  in  Mdl  abundance  on  this  side 
^f  the  peninsula  as  on  the  eastern  side,  ft  is  notwith- 
standii^  colder,  partly  on  account  of  ks  lyingf  so  much 
Bigher,  and  partly  on  account  of'  the  fne^quent  north- 
west winds  and  fogs ;  It  is  dreary,  and  on  the  wtiole  less 
pleasing  :  in  many  parts  the  country  is  overgrown  with 
the  rein-deer  moss.  The  rivers  do*  nat  in  general  a- 
bound  near  so  much  with  fish,  and  it  is  onir  in  a  few 
imall  villages  that  the  land  is  capable  of  being  cultiva^ 
ted.  But  this  very  want  of  fertility  shtUks  to  the  in- 
habitants the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  rein* 
deer.  Thb  advantage,  bowever,  Aas  been  extremely 
neglected,  and  has  only  recently  under  the  present 
Commandant  been  made  anew  an  object  of  attention** 
Ceneral  Von  Koschdeif  has  begun  to  purdiase  rein- 
deer firom  the  Coraks  for  the  Crown«  Ttie  namber 
procured  already  amounts  to  three  hundted,  and  if  his 
successors  will  pursue  the  object  with  equal  diligence, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  in  a  few  years  the  great  want  of 
animal  ftxxl  in  this  part  of  the  peninstila  wgl  be  entirely 


The  principal  places  in  the  rest  of  the  way  ftom  Tigil 
to  Bolscheretsk  are  first :  CharinsoflE^  on  the  Hver  of  the 
same  name.  In  this  river  are  sometimes  found  a  sort  of 
$tones  of  sclnstus  and  jasper,  whioh  the  inhabitantB  ust 
as  whetstones.  At  the  distance  of  about  thirty  verst9 
firom  the  coast  are  some  rdicky  islimds,  which  in  spring 
are  much  visited  to  collect  the  eggs  of  the  numbers  of 
Sca-fowl  that  make  their  nests  among  them,  or  to  catch 
sea-dogs.  It  is  incomprehensible  how  people  for  the 
sake  of  a  few  eggs  can  trust  themselves  out  at  sea  in 
such  wretched  canoes  as  they  build ;  their  lives  are  in 
manifest  danger  at  every  moment.  Perhaps  k  b  still 
more  incomprehensible  diat  they  do  not  endeavour  to 
construct  boats  of  a  better  kind. 

The  next  station  to  Charinsoff  is  Bellagolowa.    In 
iiis  part  of  the  road  the  snow  was  fi^quenriy  so  mucl) 
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BMJteil  t  liirt  Ae  de^  ccmid  Imdiy  get  co,  and  I  m» 
oi^^togaoii  foot.  Movofldieicmfty  Ofi  die  rig^ 
kttdc  of  the  river  of  the  aamenaiiie^  «i  a  conaiderable 
phoe,  and  in  a  pkaaant  sitoatioO)  on  the  deelivity  oT  a 
amatthitt.  The  river  ma  at  the  foot  of  this  hiU»an^ 
flows  towarda  the  ae^akog  a  wide  qwead  vaUajr.  A 
gmt  maiqr  aea-doga  «e^  taken  at  die  immdi  of  this 
river;  dKV  one  chiajrcau^  with  nets :  their  donsand 
fiit  are  OQiii»de()rt»le  artiefea  of  barter  with  the  Coraks^ 

From  Sopoachnowa,  the  Kamaehadaks  soiiietimes 
hy  awde  tbor  dogs  to  go  over  the  byia  to  WerdincM 
KamschadLa.  Tte  wav  is  in  one  respect  good,  iiw 
asmach  as  the  ehain  of  mHa  is  here  extremdy  diminish* 
ed,  and  theie  ara  no  considerBble  ones  to  cross*  But 
die  nuatiber  of  fittie  bro(d»  that  are  never  froaen  over« 
are  even  dangeroaa»  and  iMvely  in  the  cokjest  mimtb, 
February,  passable. 

Onthe  sevcntecntht  I  arrived  at  Itsdii,  not  a  very 
SMall  viUaBe,  with  a  church  and  two  clergymen.  The 
anow  wa&here,  aa  indeed  akxi^  the  greatest  part  of  thii 
western  ooaat^  very  much  i^ed*  Potatoes,  while 
erfibages,  turnips,  and  raddbhes,  grow  beie  extremdy 
wett.  Cor&  however,  and  particubvly  budc-wlieat,  on 
accttunt  of  the  firequent  odd  north-west  winds,  does 
not  grow  so  well  as  by  the  Kamsdiatka  river*  Many 
cattle  are  ftd;  and  beaides  a  great  number  of  cows,  I 
saw  twenty*six  horses^ 

The  neighbourhood  of  diis  place  is  commonly  the 
southernmost  part  vbited  by  the  Cloraks  with  their' 
rein-deer.  Hence  diey  commonly  set  out  again  q/i 
their  return  northwards.  Fifty  versts  from  Itschi  1$^ 
found  a  fine  grained  sandstone,  wilieh  the  inhaj>itants 
sand  aU  over  the  peninsula  aa  whetstofies. 

After  giving  my  dogs  a  day  of  rest,  I  set  forwards 
again  on  my  journey  on  the  nineteenth.  Several  rivers 
^hich  I  was  to  pass  were  already  free  from  ice,  which 
circumstance  hindered  me  in  my  journey  very  much, 
as  they  were  now  less  easily  crossed.  On  the  twenty- 
first,  I  arrived  at  Worosfskaia,  upon  a  pretty  consider- 
able river  of  the  siime  narae :  the  raoudi  of  it  is  in  a 
large  bay,  and  haa  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  to  admit 
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small  vessels  &om  Odholsk.    Many  vtssd^  indeed  pas^ 
the  winter  here. 

As  sea- fogs  are  peieiiap^  stronger  and  more  fineqncnt 
in  these  parts  tiian  in  any  other,  and  the  fish  theicfmc 
Qamiot  beso  easily  dried,  indeed  are  very  likely  to  be- 
come putrid^  the  people  generally  have  ibc  precaution » 
otherwise  extremely  useless,  of  having  the  fish  deign- 
ed for  jukdla  smoked  for  a  day  as  the  first  part  of  tbc 
process  of  curing  them.  A  Russian  who  has  establiab- 
ed  himself  here  as  a  peasant  is  the  richest  man  in  the 
village.  He  regaled  me  with  large  well-flavoured  pota- 
toes, with  beef,  fish,  berries,  and  game.  He  told  me, 
among  other  things,  that  his  buck-wheat  had  yidded 
him  for  five  years  from  four  to  seven-fold  the  seed  sown. 
He  had  twenty-two  cows,  two  horaes^  and  a  number  of 
good  dogs  ;  he  lived,  in  short,  m  abundance,  firom  the 
miits  of  his  own  industry  :  this  was  principally  exer- 
cised in  agriculture. 

The  next  day  I  arrived  at  Bolscheretsk,  formerly  the 
principal  town  of  Kamschatka,  and  yeiy  populous,  but 
now  extremely  fallen  and  reduced.  It  hes  in  a  large 
phun,.  which  stretches  fitim  Itschi  along  the  sea-shore : 
die  whole  country  is  lieath  and  waste,  dmost  covered 
with  rein-deer  moss.  Formeriy  this  extensive  tract 
was  animated  by  vast  flocks  of  rein-deer  bdonging  to 
the  Crown,  which  consisted  of  two  or  three  thousand 
each  ;  but  to  satisfy  the  avarice  of  the  Commandant  of 
that  dme,  they  were  all  sold.  At  the  mouth  of  the 
great  river,  thirty  versts  from  the  town,  is  a  bay ;  tlie 
t^ver  itself  forn^s  a  harbour,  but  not  indeed  a  very  good 
one  :  the  depth  of  water  is  not  great,  and  wiU  only 
serve  for  small  vessels.  The  river  abounds  more  witJi 
fish  than  any  other  in  the  peninsula ;  on  which  accouBC 
its  banks  are  in  spring  and  summer  the  resort  of  a  vast 
number  of  bears. 

On  the  twenty-tliird,  in  the  evening,  I  left  Bokhe- 
retsk,  and  on  the  twenty -fifth,  arrived  at  Petropaulowsk, 
whereto  my  surprize  it  was  still  fiill winter*  Tbc 
sledge-road  was  good,  and  a  great  part  of  the  bay  and 
harbour  were  still  covered  with  ice*  Lieutenants 
Schwastofi*  and  Davidoff  were  already  preparing  ih^li 
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ship  fbr  saiOfig,  and  expected  by  tlie  end  of  April  to  be 
able  to  put  to  sea.  The  snow  was  in  some  parts  icier* 
ably  melted,  and  wild  garlick  in  tolfcrabie  plenty  had  al- 
ready been  gathered  for  the*scorbutic  Promuschleniks# 
dn  the  first  of  May,  my  friends  got  out  into  the  road^ 
and  the  next  day  tboL  tt^  final  ka?e  of  tis  with  hearty 
wishes  fct  both  aides  for  a  happy  re-union  at  St.  Peters^ 
burg.  Their  course  was  directed  to  the  Kurile  isiaudsi 
to  cviy  into  execution  the  Baron  Von  ResanofPa  plans 
against:  the  Japanese  Bettlements.  Captaiiv  Di'  wolf  >  ton 
began  making  hb  ppieparations  for  getting  our  ship  ready 
for  sea,  intendmg  to  quit  the/ harbour  of  St.  Peter  ani^ 
St.  Paul  a^  soon  as  possible,  * 
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CHAPTER  XVIL 


Votfoge  from  Kamschatka  te  Oefml^.^'^Short  Det* 
'  criptim  of  the  loiter  Phct.  —Jmaney  from  Ochotd\ 

to  Jakutsk. — Remarkable  Oceurrencee  and  Oeogra- 
^  phieal  Observatims.^^fitames  of  the  deferent  7  awns 

in  the  Route. — Arrival  ai  Jakutsk.-^'-Catabgue  qf 

Plants  collected  in  this  Journey. 


BY  the  thirteenth  of  May'  our  ship  was  ready  to 
sally  and  the  next  day  we  were  out  in  the  open  aca  on 
our  way  to  Ochotsk.  The  weathc|  was  veiy  dear  and 
fine,  but  so  intolerably  cold  that  we  were  obliged  to 
keep  on  our  fur  clothmg.  For  some  days  n^e  had  very 
little  wind :  it  was  not  till  the  nineteenth,  that  a  brisk 
pie  from  the  north-west  sprung  up.  An  uncommon 
large  whale,  the  body  of  whidx  was  lar^  dian  die  ship 
itself,  lay  almost  at  the  surface  of  the  water,  but  was 
not  perceived  by  any  one  on  board  till  the  moment  when 
the  ship,  which  was  in  full  sail,  Was  almost  upon  him, 
so  that  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  its  striking  against 
him.  We  were  thus  placed  m  the  most  imminent  dan- 
eer,  as  this  gigantic  creature  setting  up  its  back  raised 
tne  ship  three  feet  at  least  out  of  the  water.  The  masts 
reeled,  and  the  sails  fell  altogether,  while  we  who  were 
below  all  sprang  instandy  upcmthe  deck,  conelnding 
that  we  had  struck  upon  some  rock :  instead  of  tius,  we 
:saw  the  monster  sailing  off  with  the  utmost  gravity  and 
solemnly.  Captain  U'wolf  applied  immediate^  to  the 
I^umps  to  examine  whether  or  not  the  vessel  had  receiv- 
ed any  damage  from  the  shock,  but  we  found  that  ve- 
ry  happily  it  had  escaped  entirely  uninjured. 

On  the  tM-eniy-second  of  May,  the  second  and  Aird 
♦  f  *he  Kiirile  isiunds  wer<^  in  vieVy,  and  the  foHowin^' 
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day  wepauned  widi  a  finbdwetst  wind  flie  8{)a(aol»  cfaaiK* 
nd of  durty  aea-lniles over  betweoi  die  diirdand flbuith 
Island.  la  die  afiiemoon,  favoured  by  die  wind,  and 
by  a  very  strong  Aa-cairest,  we  arrived  happily  indbe 
sea  of  Ochotsk,  and  saw  in  ^  nordi^east  a  high  insulau 
ed  peak,  called  Ahid,  whleb  |les  nor  far  from  die  chan« 
nel  that  sepantes  Lopatka,  the  sonthemmost  promon« 
tory  of  Kamschafka,  toai  the  firat  of  the  Kurile  idands* 
TMsia  a  8taq>  rock  wMobriaca  out  of  die  aea,  md  to 
which  a  womfiaful  tradidon  is  attached  by  the  Kam^ 
schadales.  lliey  sqr  that  it  onctf  stood  very  near  Opals* 
luia  Sopka,  a  peak  b  the  neighbourhood  oi  Bobchfti 
retsk;  bitt  that  these  two  great  hiHs  lived  in  a  stale  of 
constant  contention  with  &xb  other,  t91  at  length  the 
prudent  Alaid,  wearied  widi  such  perpetual  sdrife,  took 
the  resoluticm  ci  removing  far  away  from  dl  other  faiUs, 
and  fixing  its  abode  in  tM  midst  o£  the  sea. 

The  variable  weadKr  we  now  had,  occasioned  us  to 

^proceed  very  slowly,  but  on  the  secwd  of  June,  about 

lioon,  we  were  only  seventy  sea-inHes  irom  OcAotsk,  so 

that  if  die  wind  was  hi  any  d^ree  fiivourabie,  we  hoped 

to  be  able  die  nest  day  to  run  into  &e  harbour* 

Th9  seamen  do  not  like  the  idea  of  appioabhing  a  bar* 
bour  in  the  fore  part  of  the  day,  nor  ever  reckon  in  such 
a  case  upon  the  wind  continuing  finrourable*  Proba* 
bly  this  arises  from  the  experience  every  one  koavlMwe 
had  how  often  their  hopes  are  deceived.  In  tms  in* 
stance  we  had  a  striking  examine  of  the  Ikde  stability 
df  the  hopes  we  entertained.  In  ttie  afternoon  out* 
course  was  most  unexpectedly  arrested  by  the  appear- 
ance of  vast  fields  of  ice  in  a  north*  westerly  direcdon* 
Tins  compcyed  ua  to  shape  our  course  off  firom  the 
kind  die  whole  night  through,  and  gain  the  open  sba  as 
much  as  possible.  To  ent^  into  a  particuhr  detatt  of 
die  mortificadons  we  now  experienced,  would  be  tedi- 
ous to  the  reader ;  I  will  only  themfore  say  that  we  were 
kept  tiU  the  fourteenth  of  June,  at  the  distance  of  be* 
nveen  thirty  and  Forty  sea*niiles  fromtlie  entrance  to 
the  harbourpfOchotsk,  without  bein^  able,  on  account 
ot  the  quantity  of  ice,  to  attempt  running  into  it^  The 
greatest  part  of  this  time  the  weather  was  extreme Jy 
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toggYf  andAe  ccdd  was  so  great,  that  the  rigging  of  our 
v^sel  was  covered  with  a  crust  ^ice*  Under  these  cir* 
cinnstanoes  tt  was  not  till  the  fifteenth  that  we  could  ap- 
poach  the  harbour.  Having  tfien  taken  a  pilot  <m 
hcaady  widiout  which  it  is  not  safe  to  attempt  die  pas- 
sage, as  the  sands  are  perpetually  shifting,  about  noon 
we  entered  it,  when  we  were  informed  tibat  it  had  only 
been  cleared  of  the  ice  three  days. 

Here  it  was  that  I  learnt  astbe'first  and  principal  news 
related  to  us  on  our  arriving  the  death  of  the  Baron  Von 
Resanoff.  He  had  died  in  the  month  of  March  at  Kras- 
Dojarsk,  in  his  way  to  St.  Petersburgh.  Thus  he  fail- 
ed in  living  to  see  the  numerous  plans  he  had  formed 
upon  his  late  voyage  carried  into  execution.  I  have 
already  mentioned  mat  his  death  was  occasioned  by  a 
fall  from  his  horse. 

Ochotsk  lies  on  a  small,  fiat,  sandy  neck  of  land,  be- 
tween two  and  three  versts  in  length,  washed*  on  one 
side  by  the  river  Ochota,  and  on  the  other  by  the  sea. 
Opposite  to  the  extreme  point  of  this  neck  of  land  ano- 
ther river,  die  Kuchtui^  &lls  into  the  Ochota,  and  both 
form  the  mouth  of  a  harbour,  which  is  shallow,  which 
will  only  admit  vessels  that  require  a  draught  of  not 
more  than  eight  feet  water.  It  is  besides,  from  the  rug- 
gedness  of  diie  climate,  not  open  above  three  months  in 
the  year^  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of  Sep* 
tember. 

•  Notwithstanding  diat  the  government  has  often  had 
the  coast  soutliwards  from  Ochotsk  as  far  as  Udskoi 
Ostn^,  accurately  examined,  to  discover,  if  possible, 
some  better  harbour,  none  .has  yet  been  found  which 
seemed  to  promise  answering  Uie  end  proposed,  and 
which  could  claim  a  picference  over  Ochotsk.  Near 
the  latter  tolerably  good  timber  for  ship-building  is  to 
be  procured ;  the  rivers  abound  with  fish,  and  the  com- 
munication with  Jakutsk,  although,  difficult,  is  easier 
•liar)  it  would  be  from  any  other  part  of  the  coast. 

The  bituatioii  of  the  dwelling  houses -is  unhealihv, 
^^ndisoiilychoben  for  the  cynvcrnieHce  of  loading  aiul 
^»!)!oadinji:  goods  from  the  .ships,  Tiie  water  of  tlic 
Orhola  is- only  drinkable  at  th^f^bb;  at  t^je  fla^v  of  the 
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{ide  it  18  very  fait  The  iahaUtants,  h&w€fet^  pskf  n» 
attention  to  tlus  circumstuioei  but  take  it  for  use  onl^ 
at  the  moment  they  want  it»  so  that  in  few  houases  isa 
gIassofgoodwat6r,ora^^ofunsalledteato  be  pro- 
cured.  The  coast  is  scarody  ever  free  from  a  moist 
fog^  which,  together  with  iht  bad  water,  and  the  ahnost 
entile  fi^  diet,  are  the  principal  causes  of  theuidiealthi-' 
ness  of  the  pkioe,  and  particularly  of  the  scurvy  so  pre^ 
val^nt  here.  From  the  low  aituirtian  of  the  houses, 
which  stand  but  little  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  they 
are  in  dai^r,  in  the  case  of  very  hi^  tides,  whidi 
^metimes  occur,  of  being  overflowed.  This  happen^ 
ed  ki  the  year  1801,  when  a  part  of  the  town  was  over* 
thrown  by  the  waves^  and  the  whole  would  probabty 
have  been  swallowed  up  but  for  a  sudden  change  « 
wind,  which  in  a  few  moments  diminished  very  consi*^ 
deraUy  the.  force  of  the  waves.  The  dwelfing-houses 
are  small  and  built  of  wood,  diftrin^  very  little  in  dieir 
size  and  construction  from  those  at  ^amschatka.  Thef 
population  is  estimated  at  about  two  thousand  souls. 

The  moment  we  land  our  ears  are  assailed  with  a  rat- 
tling of  irons  from  the  numerous  criminals  and  exiles 
who  are  employed  at  work  in  various  ways,  under  the 
guard  of  the  soldiery.  The  horrible  physiognomy,  df 
these  peojde,  on  which  their  tide  of  criminals  is  most 
forcibly  impressed,  though  not  agreeable,  yet  cannot 
fail  of  attracting  the  attention.  They  are  a  collection  of 
wretches  who  ruive  perh^,  more  thsui  once,  deserved 
the  wheel ;  murderers,  incendiaries,  street  add  highway 
robbers,  some  branded,  others  with  their  noses  slit^ 
marks  of  the  deeds  of^  horror  wliich  have  broug^  them 
to  such  a  state. 

Among  the  nrincipal  buildings  at  Ochotsk,  the  Ad* 
miralty,  and  thtf  docks  for  ship-building,  are  to  be  par* 
ticularly  distinguished :  the  keeping  them  up  costs,  at 
least,  four  hundred  thousand  roubles  annually.  The 
greater  part  of  this  expense  might  be  spared,  if  the  ves- 
sels, necessary  for  navigating  these .  seas,  with  their 
stores,,  were  sent  from  Europe  by  water.  A  small  ship 
of  two  hundred  tons,  which  would  cost  at  Cronstadt 
»r  Archangel,  fr^n  fi£teen  to  tw»ty  tliousand  roubles^ 
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Ochot^k  would  cost  oot  kss dmiHat^  or  _ 
thcMisand  roubles,  lind  be  buik  of  udifeat  imoi^i 
iroy  mdUbeitt  ligg^.  LaKch- wood  fif  ibip^bMj^ 
is  cut  down  aloqg  the  riTer  Urak^  duKtjr'Wnlft«4Jiini 
Ochotsk.  The  ttBBsport  of  a  singjb  Mchor  tmmuA} 
cost  several  thousand  roobies ;  in  latier  jrear^  AerafpR, 
wp  ancbor^amilh  ha$  been  established  hoe,  aod  aOMrd 
Other  skilful  mechanics^  as  locksautfas»  carpenttn^  fee. 
Bar-iroa  is  alao  brou^t  bjf  horses  fircna  Jakulakto  he 
worked  upon  thfe  sfx^  which  ia  a  aaviog  of  aeari^-Jhalf 
the  fanner  expense. 

The  magazines  for  storing  upproviskns  ow 
mtionfiar  t&  troops,  here  and  at  Kamschadu^ 
spacious,  and  weU-kept  The  churchis  old  md  Mea 
very  much  to  decay.  About  half  way  betwMB  Oafa* 
otsk  and  the  river  urak,  are  aak-woiks,  bam  wkU, 
during  the  winter,  about  two  diaiMnid  md  of  oaltis 
|irocured,  a  part  of  which  b  sent  to  Kanudiaiiai  Ibr4fae 
useof  the  soldieiT. 

On  the  left  bank  of  the  Ochota,  at  die  disttnoe  dESve 
versts,  lies  Bul§^,  a  place  the  enviraoa  of  wUdhi-^ 
tolerably  pleasant,  and  as  fertile  as  die  geneni  ^^■'tfTin 
will pc?Qut  Hereis  a  boq^tal,  whieh  is  wdl legulat* 
edandkept;  netf  it«ne  several  gardens,  yid  *' 
iMiges,  turnips  and  potatoes,  thoi^  but  of  a 
kind.  The  country  is  much  more  healdiy  on  Ais^iride 
of  the  river  than  on  the  r%ht  bank,  anda  phn  htoAoe^ 
fi>re  been  drawn  up  for  removiw  ^  settlement  iAAsr. 
Several  merchants  and  officers  of  the  govemnieai|ia8s 
the  winter  here.  Odiotsk  is  Ikiie  inl^iled,  emrat  m 
die  summer,  when  ships  are  perpetually  comins.  lind 
going  with  metxshandia^e  to  and  from  the  harbnuc  r  Jn 
these  months,  the  nedk  of  kmd  on  mhk^  the-  town 
stands,  di^lays  a  lai^  assemblage  of  all  aorta  ofwiRs 
and  provisions  for  and  from  Kanj^chatka,  the  Akiiau 
Iskknds,  and  America.  It  resembles  in  some  sort  a  i^, 
fiequented  by  the  ships  that  are  coming  and  going,  -  by 
the  ship'builders,  die  sailors^  the  soldiers,  and  die  csr%* 
vans  from  Jakotsk.  The  latter  come  in  numbers  about 
the  end  of  June,  and  bring  on  horses,.to  the  number  per- 
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haps  ci  from  six  to  e^t  thotisaiid>  provisiofis,  ammu* 
nkiony  brandy,  and  all  kiDd3  of  wares  and  goods  neces« 
sary  for  die  settlements  on  the  other  side  the  sea  of 
Ochotsk.  Every  horse  carries  a  weight  of  from  five  to 
six  pud,  and  the.prq)rietor  is  paid  oy  the  crown  for 
the  transport  thirty  roubles,  but  by  die  Kamschadales' 
forQr.  How  raudiiaoever  it  may  appear  as  if  this  trans4 
port  must  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  people  of  Ja* 
kutsk,  the  contrary  is  the  case.  Their  omy  wealth  con- 
sists in  their  number  of  horses,  and  in  the  latter  years 
tfaousandsof  them  have  been  carried  off  by  the  mura^ 
rain.  •  • 

The  Russio*  American  Company  pla]f  a  great  part  at 
Ochot^,  and  build  stups  from  time  to  time  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  their  ti'ade  to  Kamschatka  and 
America*.  It  would  undoubtedly  he  mudi  more  ad- 
vantageous to  them  if  they  would  send  the  ships  nec^* 
sary  for  their  trade  from  Cronstadt  with  the  wares  want- 
ed fcnr  their  .colonies. 

The  country  about  Ochotsk,  particularly  the  Maria- 
kaniant^hiUs,  presaits.abundant  matter  lor  mineralogies 
and  geolqgical  observation.  But  how  mtich  soever  I 
could  have  wished  to  study  both  these  objects,  as  well 
as  those  that  it  affords  in  animated  nature,  I  was  obligw 
ed  to  restrain  my  curlosiQr,  and  make  it  my  principal 
business  to  prepare  for  my  journey  to  Europe.  It  was 
no  small  task,  to  arrange  the  objects  I  had  brought  with 
me  from  America  for  a  land  journey  of  ten  thousand 
versiB ;  to  pack  them  in  chests,  and  sew  leather  over 
Ihem,  and  to  make  |HX)vision  for  the  number  of  horses 
necessary  to  <wry  them. 

IIk  journey  t^  land  from  Ochotsk  to  Jakutsk  has 
many  difficulties  of  a  kind  peculiar  to  itself.  This  ex« 
tent  of  country,  which  stretches  to  near  a  thousand 
versts,  is  interspersed  with  bogs  and  morasses,  with  ra- 
I>id  forest  streams,  with  considerable  rivers  without  fer- 
ries, with  thick  and  almost  impenetrable  forests ;  and 
only  here  and  there,  after  several  days  journey,  is  a  hut 
to  be  found;  provision  therefore  must  be  nrade  for  all 
the  necessaries  wanted  by  the  way  before  setting  out. 
This  route  cannot  be  travelled  in  summer^  in  any  other 
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way  than  with  horses,  and  in  wbter  only  widi  dogs  cr 
rein^deer;  and  as  so  large  a  portion  is  through  a  wild 
and  desolate  country^  a  tent  and  bed  mtist  be  provided : 
the  latter  commonly  consists  of  two  or  three*  boo^skins. 
The  traveller  must  also  be  furnished  with  jxi^i^aions 
for  several  weeks,  with  implements  for  cooking,  with 
axes  for  cutting  wood,  arms  for  securinr,  a  tinder-bos, 
tobacco  to  refresh  and  enliven  the  Jakutsdiians,  and 
many  other  objects  of  daily  netJessity . 

From  the  friendly  recommendation  of  the  Baron  Von 
Resanoff,  the  steward  of  the  Russio- American  Compa* 
ny ,  M.  Pethoff,  received  Caf^tain  DHvolf  and  myadf  in 
the  most  kind  and  hospitable  manner.  He  made  all 
Tiossible  efforts,  at  the  earnest  xntrraQr  of  ray  frind,  to 
nasten  our  (]eparturP|  and  laid  an  embai^  for  this  pw- 
pose  on  the  horses  which  had  come  ^ith  tiie  first  caia* 
vans  this  spring,  though  they  were  nsytt  but  imper- 
fectly  rested.  Captain  D^wdf  wds  extremely  anxious 
to  reach  St.  Petersburgh  in  the  autumn  of  the  present 
year,  that  he  might  make  an  end  of  his  business,  and 
go  off  frbra  thence  to  America.  In  consequence  of  die 
eilbrts  employed,  all  things  were  ready  for  lu3  depar- 
ture by  the  twet^*first  of  June,  and  we.  separated  with 
(he  warmest  assurances  of  fiiend^idjp  and  esteem  on 
both^ides. 

I  cannot  pass  over,  in  silenca,  a  very  aftcting  scene 
wliich  took  place  just  before  his  departure.  The  three 
Aleutians  whom  I  have  mentioned  as  serving  in  the  ca^ 

Eacity  of  sailors  on  board  our  ship,  came  to  Captain 
) 'wolf,  aAd  throwing  themselves  at  his  feet,  widi  tears 
streaming  do\vn  their  cheeky  earnestly  entreated  hnn  te 
take  tlicm  with  hitn  to  his  native  country.  •*  We  will 
be  no  expense  to  you,"  they  added :  **  we  ask  only 
for  a  bit  of  bread  and  a  little  fish ;  we  wiH  follow  your 
horses,  and  even  if  we  must  tun  after  them  ever  so  great 
alengthof  way,  we  had  rather  go  with  youdisffi  ven- 
ture home  to  our  own  islands.^'  *  Captain  D^'wolf  was 
extremely  concerned  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
comply  with  their  request. 

WWle  M.  Petroff  was  attending  to  things  preparato- 
ry for  my  departure,  the  disagreeabte  intelligence  was- 
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broiq;ht,  tint  aeven  of  the  worst  among  the  convicts^ 
who,  with  a  numbar  of  othefs,  wiere  employed  under  a 
guard,  in  felling  timber  in  a  neighbounng  forest,  had 
made  their  escape.  The  Commandant  cf  the  harbour, 
Captain  Buchaun*  immediately  sent  out  a  strong  part^ 
of  Cossacks  on  horseback  to  retake  the  criminals,  if 
lx>ssible,  and  to  pr^ect  the  caravans  that  might  be  Aipon 
the  road,  which  these  wretches  woukl  be  very  likely  tQ 
attack.  M.  Petroff  in  the.  meantime  had  entered  into  a 
written  agreement  vnth  seme  Jakutschians,  who  were 
known  to  him,  tp  transpcst  me  and  my  baggage  to  Ja- 
kutsk  ,in  twenty j^  or  ^t  the  utmost  twenty *tvvo  days. 
Captsiin  Bqicharin  was  likewise  Iso  good  as  to  let  m<: 
have  a  Cossack  for  a  guard.  Thirteen  horses  ^vere  re- 
quired  tocarry  alji  my  I;|iQxes and  chests,  with  my  tent, 
provisions,  and,  other  necessaries.  But  that  I  might 
travel  with  the  4greater  ease ;  tl^t  I  mi^ht  be  able  to  re* 
lieve  my  horsea^  sometimes,  and  avoid  over-fatiguing 
them;  that  I  might. not  be  liable  to  be  thrown  into  em* 
barrassmcnt  by  die  sickness  of  a  horse,  or  by  meeting 
with  any  accident,  I  followed  the  advice  of  experienced 
people,  and  hired  double  the  number  I  wanted.  I  paid 
twelve  roubles  for  each ;  but  as  these  horses  are  often 
oblige  to  return  to  Jakutsk  without  any  loading,  later* 
in  th?  jear  they  may  not  unfrequently  be  hired  for  only 
su. 

On  the  twenty.fifUi  of  Jiine  every  thin|;  was  ready 
for  my^  departure.  I  expected  the.arrival  of  my  horses 
with  impatience,  but  as  they  were  gmzing  on  the  other 
^e  of  the  river,  I  was  obliged  to  wait  for  the  ebb  be^* 
fore  they  could  be  brought  over,  audit  was  not  till  five 
in  the  afternoon  that  tl)e  water  was  low  enough  for  them 
to  swim  across.  It  was  dark  therefore  before  they  were 
loaded,  and  I  was  able  to  set  out.  . 

After  a  course  pf  tiventy  versts  we  reached  somi; 
huts,  which  have  the  name  of  Uglia  l^woda,  the  char* 
coal  manu&ctory,  where  we  were  to  stop.  £bf  tlic  night* 
The  weather  was  foggy  an4  cold,  so  that  I  got  a  fire 
lighted  while  the  people  were  setting  up  my  teixt,  and 
intende;dto  warm  my  self  with  a  dish  of  tea  and  a  glass 
of  punch.    The  latter,  however,  I  was  obliged  to  i'^-e^ 
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go,  for  on  examination  I  (bund,  to  my  sortow)  tbat  in 

Eacking  up  my  things  at  Ochotsk,  the  little  proviaon  cf 
randy  I  had  made  was  left  behmd.  Rathor  &an  suf- 
fer the  delay  which  the  sending  back  for  it  must  have 
occasioned,  I  resolved*  to  proved  on  my*  journey  widi* 
out  this  cordiaL 

The  following  morning  at  ten  o'dock  we  set  out 
again.  The  country  was  flat,  intersected  by  many  lit- 
tle streams,  and  varied  by  woods  of  larch,  fir,  and  birch. 
Here  and  there  were  huts  belonging  to  some  Jakut* 
schians  and  invalid  ^icddiers,  who  hod  diosen  the  spot 
as  their  place  of  resid^oe.  The  first  are  not,  like  the 
Kamschadales,  compelled  to  a  severe  feudal  seriricc* 
They  liie  free,  though  poor,  supporting  didnselves  by 
breeding  catde,  by  me  chace,  smd  by  fisMi^.  The 
only  tribute  they  pay  to  the  Crown  is  sixty  squinrel 
skins  of  a  species  ofgry  squirrel,  winch  are  here  par- 
ticularly good  in  their  quali^.  A  single  skin  is  worth 
from  tWenty  to  three-and>twenty  copeks. 

Towards  noon  we  reached  some  habitations  which 
have  the  name  of  Medwescha  Golowa,  bears'  heads. 
This  is  commonly  the  first  day  ^s  joum^  fi-om  Ochotsk. 
In  several  of  the  nouses,  or  huts,  very  good  milk  may 
be  procured*  In  the  evening,  after  travdling  abcxit 
forty  versts  fardier,  we  came  to  a  picturesque  spot  in 
the  midst  of  a  wood,  called  by  the  Jidcutschians,  Meta : 
here  an  invalid  has  fixed  his  abode.  We  determined 
to  take  tip  our  night-quarters  in  this  place,  and  we  pro- 
cured an  excel]en{  regale  of  milk  firom  the  neighbour- 
inghabitation* 

jSarly  in  the  morning  our  two  Jakutsdimns  had  both 
absented  themselves,  and  left  me  and  my  Cossack 
in  the  utmost  embarrajisment,  as  we  knew  not  what 
was  the  occasion  of  their  absence,  and  some  time 
elapsed  without  our  seeing  any^thing  of  4)^m.  The 
case  was  this.  The  day's  journeys  are  regulated  by 
the  places  where  feed  is  to  be  procured  for  the  horses, 
or  by  .the  grazing  places,  as  they  may  be  called,  which 
answer  entirely  to  the  post-stations.  When  the  caravan 
arrives  in  the  evening  at  one  of  these  places,  the  horses 
%re  unloaded,  and  turned  loose  to  feed,    llie  Jakqt- 
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schians  watch  the  horses  by  turn^  the  whole  night 
through  ;  that  is  to  say^  the  person  watching  must  go 
round  every  hour  to  .see  that  the  horses  ar^  all  safe. 
But  tethe  meadow  in  which  they  are;  left  to  feed  i^ 
pretty  extensive,  and  the  watchman,  b6ing  fatigued,  not 
unfrequendy  faUs  asleep  in  the  interval  of  going  his 
rounds,  it  often  happens  that  single  horses,  or  mdeed 
somethnes  the  whole  troop,  are  dispersed  and  stray  a« 
bout.  When  a  stray  horse  is  happily  .taken  again,  he 
has  a  bridle  thrown  over  him,  or  is  driven  into  a  littfe 
pen,  whidi  is  commonly  Tound  ready  prepared  for  this 
piupose  at  all  thp  grazing  places  where  the  caravans  are 
accustomed  to  stop.  It  will  perhaps  be  said,  why  do 
not  the  Jakutschians  f(^ow  the  European  custom  of 
.tying  the  two  forelegs .  of  the  horses  together,  which 
would  render  their  straying  to  any  distance  impossible,- 
but  a  good  reason  may  be  given  why  this  b  ihexpedi- 
ent  There  is  constant  reason  to  apprehend  robbers  by 
night,  and  nothing  could  be  more  easy  than  to  catch 
the  horses,  and  carry  tfaqm  tiway,  if  they  were  thus 
tackled;  left  at  liberQr  they  are  not  ea^y  caught.    . 

It  was  in  puiBuit  of  some  of  our*  horses  which  had 
strayed  away  during  the  night  that  our  Jakutschians 
had  absented  diemsdves,  and  it  was  not  till  after  lof^ 
expeotatioB  that  they  at  length  returned  with  them :; 
all  things  were  then  repacked,  and  we  proceeded  for- 
wards. 

After  travelling  fifteen  versts  in  a  thick  fog,  we  arn* 
ved  at  Torotolom,  a  very  rapid  forest  stream,  ^vhich  we 
were  to  wade  through.  From  the  dry*  weattier  which 
had  continued  for  sometime,  it  was  not  now  so  deep  as 
usual,  and  the  water  only  reached  to  the  horses'  bellies. 
In  rainy  weather  the  caravans  ^are  sometimes  detained 
here  for  a  week  together,  by  the  impossibility  of  passing 
the  stream.  The  forests  were  in  lugh  beauty,  atid  dis* 
played  an  agreeable  variety  of  shades  from  the  firs,  tho 
larches,  the  planes, the  birch- trees,  the  alders,  and  ^e  ha- 
zlenuts.  *  We  were  so  fortunate  as  to  find  many  boggy 
places,  which  at  some  times  are  scarcely  passable,  now 
quite  dry.  This  country  was  not  so  wholly  destitute  of 
animated  objects  as  what  ue  had* passed  on  the  former 
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days.  We  saw  two  bearsy  and  I  killed  a  ptann^^  in 
its  summer  plumage,  and  a  mew.  Tpwards  even, 
ing  we  learnt  from  a  caravan  which  we  met,  that  one  oi 
tfiie  criminals  yvho  had  recoidy  escaped  from  Ochotsk 
Jbad  been  retaken  by  the  Cossacks  that  were  sent  in 
puisuit  of  them^  ana  that  the  rest  were  dispersed  and 
put  to  flight.  After  a  day's  journey  of  Mtj  -refsts,  we 
stopped  for  the  night  in  a  narrow  vdky^  surrounded  by 
naked  rocks,  in  which  was  excdlent  feed  for  the  cattle* 
Another  valley  near  was  so  covered  with  ice  and  snow^ 
Mid  made  the  surrounding  country  so  cold,  that  to  our 
great  satisfaction  we  passed  the  night  without  bebg 
troubled  with  the  musquitoes.  In  the  evenk^  I  en- 
joyed my  soup  .  made  of  the  two  birds  which  I  had 
lulled,  without  eating  any  of  these  tioublesaiQe  lAsects 
with  it. 

The  next  morning,  having  struck  our  tent,  and  made 
a  good  breakfast,  we  loaded  our  horses,  and  set  for. 
.ti^s  again  on  our  way,  whichlay  through  thick  fo> 
rests  winding  between  hills  of  a  pretty  considcraMc 
heighth.  When  we  had  jMroceeded  about  ten  versts,  we 
crossed,  on'a  low  part,  the  chain  of  hills  called  Plutnei 
Clvebta,  the  rascals'  hills,  because  they  are  the  commoa 
place  of  resortof  the  criminals  that  escape  every  year 
from  Ochotsk.  One  of  those  recently  escaped  had  been 
taken  a  few  days  before  on  this  very  spot;  die  rest 
were  in  consequence  so  much  alarmed,  that  diey  were 
afraid  of  appearing,  and  we  fortunately  passed  without 
being  molested  by  them.  Among  sevoal  oAier  large 
streams  which,  are  sometimes  dangerous^  we  this  day 
crossed  the  Borokskoi,  and  twice  the  MagUnoibrod. 
We  travelled  till  late  at  night,  since  we  found  cm  .al- 
most all  the  grazing  places  caravans  going  to  Ochotsk 
already  encamped,  and  our  guides  thought  it  better  to 
proceed  farther,  than  to  stop  for  the  night  with  our  small 
caravan  among  such  a  number.  We  had  travelled 
seventy  vcrsts  before  we  found  a  convenient  place  for 
f  tc^piDg,  andthen  pitched  our,  tent  not  far  from  a  small 
Ciiravan.  Though  the  weatl>cr  was  so  hot  as  to  be 
j^^niewhat  fatiguing  to  u^*  we  found  our  advantage  in  it> 
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many  streams  being  almost  dnr,  which  cannot  in  wet 
weather  be  crossed  without  dimcuky  and  danger. 

According  to  the  report  of  our  guides,  we  were  here 
only  at  the  dist^oe  of  ten  versts  from  some  ma^sines 
and  buildings  called  Uraskoe  Plotbischtacha^  which  are 
inhabited  by  a  par^  of  Cossacks..  They  are  recepta- 
cles for  the  floury  the  ammunitjon,  and  other  objects 
destined  for  Ochotsk  and  Kamschatka,  which  on  ac- 
count of  the  loss  of  hcM^ses,  or  from  being  too  late,  in 
the  year  to  reach  Ochotsk,  wopld  without  some  such 
provision  be  whoUy  lost*  as  they  ipust  be  left  to  spcnl 
on  the  road,  the  wlK>le  winter  through.  It  is  the  busi- 
ness bf  the  Cossacks  stationed  there  to  collect  such  arti-^ 
cles,  and  guard  them  through  the  winter. 

On  the  twen^-ninth,  one  of  the  Jakutscbians  was* 
again  t>ut  very  eariy  in  the  mommg  in  search  of  some 
oF  the  horses  which  had  strayed  farmer  than  usual.  In 
about  two  hours  and  a  half  he  returned,  made  a  great 
cross  upon  his  breast,  and  said  that  God  had  given«him 
back  the  horses.  We  set  out  on  our  course  for  the 
d^y  later  than  usual,  and  jvere  much  incommoded  by 
the  tieat  of  the  sun.  At  first  we  travelled  over  a  low 
flat  country,  where  were  scattered  little  woods  of  birch 
and  larch  of  particuto  beauty.  We  passe*d  several  lit* 
tie  streams,  and  some  bogs,  and  morasses,  where  the 
snow  and  ice  were  only  recently  melted  ;  indeed,  larg$ 
spots  of  both  were  still  to  be  seen. 

We  passed  Plobischtscha  without  stopping.  To^ 
wards  evening  \ve  met  the  post  from  Jakutsk,  wliich 
had  beenakeady  sixteen  days  in  its  route.  He  told  us 
that  fifteen  versts  off  a  robber  had  come  om  upon  him 
fron;!  a  little  thicket,  but  seebg  who  he  was,  caUed  to  his 
^ssoctates^  -**  •Comiades^  there  is  nothing  to  be  got  here^ 
kvthe  pOBt  go  on  unmolested.^'  On  receiving  this  in»' 
idligence,  my  Cossack  and  I  got  our  fire-arms  in  rea* 
^iness,  and  proceeded  on  our  way  entirely  unccmcemed, 
since  w^  knSw  that  these  marauders  could  not  as  yet  be 
provided  with  arms.  After  a  day's  journey  of  forty ^ 
five  versts,  we  arrived  about  sun-set  exactly  at  the  spot 
where  the  robber  had  been  seen  by  the  post,  and  phchctf^ 
our  tent  two  or  tbfte  versts  out  of  the  high  caravan-nxid^ 
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in  a  place  where  there  was  but  very  meagfe&re  for  thr^ 
horses*  As  we  had  some  reason  to  fear  an  attack,  al! 
our  baggage  was  pile4  directly  before  the  tent,  and  it 
was  agreed  tltat  we,  bemg  four  persons^  should  watch 
alternately  the  night  through,  and  give  tne  alarm  that  \\t 
might  stand  on  the  defensive  if  the  least  reason  for  ap- 
prehension should  appear.  Frpm  some  little  clouds 
that  were  gathering  in  the  eveping,  0ur  Jakutschians 
prognosticated  rain,  and  some  actually  fell  in  the  nighu 

The  next  morning  we  approached  the  Uralc  moun- 
tains, in  which  rise^  a  river  of  ^  same  name,  that  runs 
into  the  sea  of  Ochotsk.  The  part  which  we  were  to 
iiscend  is  not  very  steep,  but  the  country  presented  a 
greater  variety  than  any  we  had  yet  traversed*  From  a 
caravan  which  we  met  we  received  the  consolatofy  in- 
formation that  the  Cossacks  had  the  night  be&re*  taken 
another  of  the  fugitive  convictefrom  Ochotsk.  *  A  few 
hours  after,  having  pjissed  the  Urak  mountains,  we  ar- 
riveij  at  a  pleasant  little  valley »  in  which  was  a  small 
lake  three  or  four  yersts  in  circumference ;  the  Cossack 
party  which  had  retaken  the  fugitive  were  now  resting 
themselves  on  its  banks.  I'o  satisfy  my  curiosity,  I 
approached  them»  .and  examined  the  physiognomy  ci 
the  criminal:  Never  did  I  see  a  stronger  expresaaon  of 
all  that  was  horrible  and  revolting  in  a  countenance. 
His  eyes  were  small,  and  deep  sunk  in  his  head^  he 
had  a  large  projecting  forehead,  high  cheek-bonesy  coal- 
black  hair  hanging  long  and  laiik  from  his  head,^  long 
beard,  and  his  clothes  were  all  in  tatters ;  every  think' 
about  him  gave  the  idea  of  a  wretch  capable  of  commiu 
ting  every  sort  of  crime. 

Towards  evening^,  after  another  day's  journey  of  for. 
ty-five  versts,  we  reached  Judomakoi  ferest,  the  fir::! 
great  station  from  Ochotsk.  This  place  consists  o; 
some  houses  and  a  little  chapel,  and  lies  upon  the  ri\(T 
Judoma.  In  dry  seasons  this  river  has  so  little  water, 
that  a  man  and  horse  can  cross  it  very  easily,  but  in  wct 
seasons  it  is  very,  deep  and  broad.  It  falls  into  tlie 
Maya,  which  afterwards  unites  itself  with  the  Aldan, 
the  latter  being  one  of  the  tributary  streams  to  the  Lena. 
Four  workmen  and  an  overseer  take  care  of  the  £cm  : 


tbfee  boats  we  kept  bere,  in  itfticli  Id^  cirbten  goods  a^ 
carried  over  free,  but  merchants  pajr  ten  copeksibr 
.  every  borse-load  of  merchandise/ a  load  con»bting  of 
aboi^  five  pud.  These  people  live  iri  the  greatest 
poverty.  There  il^  solitde  feed  for  cattle  in  tfie  neigh- 
•bourhood)  diat  diey  cannot  keep  either  tow  or  horse ; 
CIO  garden  vegetables  can  be  cultivated^  and  the  riveir 
produces  very  fittle  fish ;'  bread  and  water  are  almost 
tfadr  sofe  ndurishikient. 

As  the  feed  on  the  olher  side  of  the' river  was  not  bet^ 
ter  than  oot  this,  we  deferred  crossing  it  ^I  the  next  day, 
and  took  up  oar  night  quarters  where  we  were.  A 
part  of  die  Cossack  rang^  had  stationed  themselves 
along  th&  bank  of  ^  river,  that  the  robbers  might  not 
get  possession  of  the  boats  in  the  night,  and  pass  the 
river  by  stealth*  Eearly  on  the  following  morning  all 
our  baggage  was  stowed  iii  one  of  the  bosL%  but  the 
horses  were  left  to  swim  over.  The  str«im  was  so 
strong  that  they  tk^ere  carried  along  by  it,  and  landed 
abdut  two  versts  farther  down  on  the  opposite  bank» 
On  tMs  andmany  other  occasions  I  had  reason  tt>  ad- 
mire very  much  the  dexterity  of  the  Jakntschian  horses 
%^  swimming. 

When  we  had  gone  about  twenty  v^ts  fertlieri 
throi^  a  flat,  open,  morassy  country,  with  very  little 
i¥ood,  the  Jdkutschians  begged  of  me  to  allow  them  a 
day  dTrcst,  as  their  horses  luul  been  very  scanti^  fed 
Ibr  the  hsit  two  daiys,  and  we  were  now  in  a  spot  where 
there  was  a  great  abundance  of  grass.  I  consented 
very  willin^y,  and  employed  my  time  in  adding  some 
i^eiy  beautiful  plants  to  my  collection.  Tte  place 
yhere  we  stcqpped  was  boggy,  and  though  one  of  ex« 
Cdknt  cheer  for  thdT  horses,  by  no  means  particularly 
agreeable  to  ourselves,  as  we  were  exceedingly  annoyed 
liy  an  almost  incredt^e  number  of  gnats.  Tbismadt. 
the  horses  keep  very  much  about  tm  tent,  as  they  had 
learnt  from  experience  that  the  snibke  from  the  fire, 
which  is  usually  kept  up  all  the  night  near  the  t^t,  dJl- 
niini^hes  die  number  of  gnats  very  much. 

At  scinrise  the.  horses  were  again  9ad<flcd-,  an4  ^ 
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closii^  a  ruuprow   vnttejr,  vmtg  VhM^rfa^  «W loiiir* 
<dm^:  and  froA  the  apffesmfcf,  (  ^^\A  ff09S  liMt  ^ 

^oofie  stoDes»  wtuch  m  ei«:  vqiy  tyoub>»y>wtto,<lietBrs«. 
We M nQt  ma4e.  <w)r  coiwidkiatfle •  lan^giM^  vkn 
^^notlifr  x^ky  ppe«^  «|Ki|i  M8»  4¥M^h  iriw&  flow 
die  river  Lanku,  till  it  hoe  joins  tN-0lKM9eba«i*  Tfap^ 
«ottntty  presfaled  a  vipy  tvmtf kal^  apcfibiok  ^ch 
fittf|Hrised  in&fliuctu  Tbe  fwt  pfllir  ^r^l^ ^Oka^ 
chan H^wlMfib. w Qow were, a^xtt MiNf of*  Lisku^ 
ef^av^kkA  tureyts twidcred, vvef^ioi a  diatumcf »- 
veral  verg3  icoyened  ^itb  ice  tWw  fee|i^k«  wfaifc 
uniid  this  w v^  seenerose  at  intBTvahit^  wiUfQw-tices 
Opyeredi  iv|th  k^ved  and  9o w^* 
•  On  thj^  aiod  wtpe  fDCiner  daf^Ihad  seea*  near  tbe 
foadmaiQrdead.borsQSt  which  uponipigiwy  Ifoafld 
had  been  carried  oS  by.  a  mufwiii.  Ans  absfw  cr 
aweUing  oavne  on.  ^ddenly,  moi^  gaqmmi^'  »  ^ 
h^^ad  than  ii^  jmy  ottier  pait.  Tbey  -  bo^..  tQ:#fCv, 
luid  died  in  ba)f  ^dgyat  the  fartb^ :  oomeimit  offJD 
an  hour.  This  kind  of  murrain  ia  ofdy.obaiErfi^  ii^ 
the  hottest  fnomhs,  July  and  August,  'mid  9eem  f^  ^ 
have  brokq  Q^t  in  the  y$ar  lb04|  it  rag^  Hmm  fu- 
liou^y ,  Aat  amoi^  a  c»;avan  of  ctglMy  hoisfs  oidy  ta 
escaped  it.^ 

As  the  Jakutschians  did  not  at  fifst  «Bdei«Md  ^^ 
nature  of  ^  disease,  and  as  th^  like  borse-fltibi  they 
thought  it  a  pity  tbat  so  much  good  food  jsboald  be  iosi, 
and  then^foie.aie  some  of  the  hor^s  that  Iml  died  in  this 
,way.  Most  of  those  who  made  this  expepmrat  dM 
ibe  first  CM"  second  day  after ;  a  few  lio^nad'  on -fcr ^ 
fortnight.  A  vety  few  who  escaped  wi^  lifi»  had  in  the 
HB^ue}  trrrible  swellings  in  the  uppciwlip^  cfaetk^ 

•  The  JakiiUchisuB  assert  Uiat  not  only  the  horseS||)Ot  also 

cows.  rein-de«r,  bears,  and  oth^r  animals,  are  afflicted  vith  thh 

'tntLrram ;  and  the  assertion  appears  to  me^  well  founded    The 

same  disease  is  known  in  Europe,  where  it  lias  the  name  of  t^^ 

1tfiiaen*9ictneMyet  thib  carbuncie-'&ickntnM  ;^^atA  mtofdtffei^ 

«orts  of  animala  are  attacked  byit.  ^^  ; 


wImH  mwk  |;re»t  iKdAf  in  (lie  face^  andidlsftgifred  tfiem 
McerdUigHf.    In  the  filMowing  ye^,  1805;  dot  one 
boTse  <nbd  fri  thfe  waf ,  but  iti  1806  4he  tfisie^so  broke- 
(Mtagain^  and  a  gfeat  mmy  wert  Idst.    In'  the  present 
ytttfi  ia07,ithad  Uppeared  anew,  but  most  ^robaWf  • 
the^dimamstabceWa^notyet  knbwii  ekhef^  at  Och^sk; 
or  atiakutak;  as  tile  lak«itschia<iK»  as^red  me  that  the 
goi^^fftiiiti  Wh»nth<^y  kwHv  cS  Its  bfeiftjf'  pirevalenti 
always  send  otit  people  to  b^m  the' dead  hHi^esL 

After  ir^tellih^s^  forty  Vefsts  we  pitc^  Our  tent  by  thet 
aMe  of  the  riytt  Okatschan,  and  the  nest  day  ag^ih  fb!*' 
Ijfiiwed^etonfseofthe'same  fiVer,  Crossing  it  in  its- 
windings  three  diflferent  times.    The  valley  contracted* 
itselPby  dieg^eesW\4repro(i^ed  bnWar^,  and  at  &e 
mid  of  aboy t  tMrty  vefsts  w«  Ibiihd  oui;^lves  at  the 
foot  of  a  v^  hij^  9te«p  hlfl^  ivhi^h  lias  the  name 
amofig  tht  laku^schians  df  MMtekotlo  or  Moaootfo. 
I  do  not  rekieiftbir  eVer  t6  liav*  seen  So  totally  barren  and^ 
naked  di^     Ftbm  the  uppei;itiost  point  to  the  very 
foot  not  the  least  frac6  of  b  tree  or  plant  of  any  klnft: 
wa^  to  be  ^saa ;  it  leseitibled  otily^  a  vast  itoass  of  r<^b- 
bish,  with  nttltit^  of  lOosb  sft6n^  se!atte^ed  dvet*  it. 
In  the  valley «  which  is  very  stony,  arid  'presients  a  most 
ban^fiand  dfeary  aspect,  1  observed  sdHistus,  granitfe, 
porpfcytyi  and  other  prodoctionfe,  which  seemed  to  de. 
noteofiginbl¥ii(ii<nttiiiis.  Nearer  16  Ochot^  the  motinu^ 
tains  were~caIcareous,  and  not  bo  ifesert  as  these,  tmt 
clothed  with  woods,  which  gaVe  theiti  a  varied  and 
pleasing  asped.     It  is  true  that'  tbese  mountains  have 
perhaps  seareelf  more  than  *  t\vd  feet  of  earth,  and  the 
robtsofthecfippied  treed  run '  ^hbriiioTftAity  akkig  the 
surface  of  the  rooky -bsfee,  so  that  they  "have  such  a 
scanty  hold  (f)^' they  ihay  be  easily  torrftip  by   the 
Wind.   •  The  iwtsi)f  such  trees  form  a  star  as  h  were, 
shooting  oaf  '*verjr  i*ay ,  and  the  truoK  a  rarely  measure 
above  a  foot  in  diameter.  .  -      ) 

About  eiffHt  versts  after  we  had  crossed  the  moun** 
taitvof  Mosootlo,  we  ai^ain  ascended  and  dtf^ccoded  se-' 
vcfai  heights,  aiKlt:ame  to  a  lake  above  three  versts  in 
circumference,  ort  which,  for  the  first  lime  since  i  hiKl 
M*t  Ofchotfik,  1  saw^oine  wiW-ducks;     Opj>osicQ  rn  the 


femiiig  a  6oit  of  fiatunild6Qr,  m^paMogtbrpHghivbidi 
asudto  trauitioiiis  experinoed  feoor  vUMMt  to 
ninicr.  A  valt  fiijdd  of  ioe  is  apieadottti  'Mmtduogti 
tlic  teogdb  of  fife  ortsAy:  venta,  md  Bot  low  thm  mr 
inlwadthr  it^MOaUedCapHftnina  lolls 

Tatiey,  oioloiefdi  on  all  9ides»  eiieeiitiiig  (Im;  4«ir  thofie 
dcacrtbcdy  bf.Ughhma,  tbeiGe  never  4ia«s:«itt8i 
perfect  glacier.  it>^wi«  now  in  aevend  ahaea  .fcor  oi 
five  fiMt  thidc,  andr^rmii  Ae  imnf  retey^  1^^ 
were  ftowing  little  atimns,  it  wto  knpoame  to  p 
along  and  exploie  it«  The  oold  wm  ao  gte^t,  tiait  «e 
fbond  our  fufsal^uiidy  uidispensalile. 

During  the  iatiar  day$'  jpurnqra  I  bad  fiieq^ienilf  tib* 
served  litK  bunches  of  hoiri9-hM^  bmciies 

oftbetieea.  Thta  I  apscribed  at^  first  to  choope,  bol 
from  seeii^  it  so  freqtaentljr  nqiepiijedl.WM  lei  torn- 
quire  into  the  teaaoo,  when  I  leamt  fnm  mf  iskxtttM- 
ansi  that  this  isa  mean^made  uae<rf*  to.  ^He  theinil, 
iince  he  is  thiis.deprived  of  all  power  ovw  diebonesi 

This  day.  we  travelled  fiffy  vcrata,  and^paasd  the 
night  at  a  place  called  by  the  Jekutadnana  TartobH 
and  by  the  Russkiis  Kamenoe  Po)e,^  that-  ir  to  mfi 
Stme-fieUs.  Fran^  the  name  xtmvf  be  s^pooed  that 
it  afforded  very  meagre  fire  fqr  our,aittle&  The  oest 
morning  my  Jakittadiian9  infornied  me  Aintrtheie  was 
a  nearer  m«y  than  what  is  ususAy  taken  by  the  can* 
vans,  aboonding with grass^bolt  which  tfa^  aveid be* 
cause  it  lies  over  a  high  steep  mountain :  ii  was  propos- 
ed by  themtbat  we  should  take  it  Ta  iMs  I lesdily 
asSfnW,  and  we  acoon^ngly  crossed  Kiirtat  Uaditas 
it  is  called  hy  the  Jakn^cbiansyBicmin  Re^otta  Chit- 
bot  by  the  Ruasiana*  The  road  is  ezlaeinety  op  and 
downhSI,  but  presents  an  agreeable  varie^  with  good 
meadows  and  pmty  woods*  After  crossii%  the  jprin- 
cipal  hill,  and  going  about  ten  vcrsts,  we  came  agsm  ^ 
the  usual  caravan  road  in  a  cold  ice  vidley»  called  ^^ 
tnenoe  Pole  Saseka.  Through  it  flows  a  small  stream, 
which  afterwards  joins  the  Antscha,  which  Utter  river 
joins  the  AUach  Juni  at  a  place  of  the  saai^'i^^^'* 
where  there  is  a  government  fiary,  ^  , 


loindttsr  ntov-Msovsx.ira  sAsmtMX,   SUB 

AboQtfoirt^FvefsblMKr  fAy  JAmHtikBM  earned 
mcto  apkM^enotfariromffaeroaf!,  wherie  there  waaa 
>ery  Iflrge  cross,  iimh  a  cirde  of  stones  stiiok  roimd  k« 
They  cepeowd  eoosisQtly  the  vnkd  Dmumn,  but  m 
4iey  could  Qotittidke.che  limkrstand  tbeoH  I  wss .<iblig« 
ed  to  apply  to  my  Gosssck  for  an  ex|daEiia^kMi,  wheit.kgi 
told  me  tfa»t  an  enoraMi^  aniinal  was  buried  tbere^ 
^the  iei^glh  of  which  was  indieatal  exactor  by  the  stones* 
I  measured  the  cnclosune,  and  fwiod  it  tiiiirhr-fiTe  feet 
lon;^.    Two  ofthbsb  animals  1  wasinfofmodhad  esusUi 
,od  tifenty  years befoi^^^ne  of  wfaieb  waslost  as.it  was 
outgraanng,  theotbsr  died  on  thb  spot,  as  k  was  tra^ 
irelling  fran  Jakutsk    to  OdMMk^    My  iaSormaMa 
said  that  they  woe!  vety:  hurge  gfaaatnivoroMs  iaimiuis 
tivicb  vary  long  trunks,^  hj  means:  of  'iirtikb  they  fed 
dieniselves ;  that  thqr  oould  cany:  a  weight  of  diurty 
pud'wish the  utmostcaae ;  that  nothing  mjm.  was.ne^ 
oessary  firkmding^them  but  to  oiake.  them  go  down 
onthe^ kaeea, aivl  this  was  easHy  done  ijyr.^^riking 
them  with  a  iitde  akick  on  the  fare  legs.  :  My;  mind 
kdmediatdy  wandered  to  the  traditians  respecting,  the 
existance  of  the  mammoth,  when  I  was  recalled  from- 
my  reveries  by  hearing  the  name  of  Wtrbhd^y  which 
Spfarkned  me  thatthis  wonderful creatiune  was  no  other 
than  a  camel,  the  long  neck  dT  which,  with  true'  poetic 
oal  liccnoe,  wasconvoted  into  a  trunk,  while  its  di- 
mensions were  only  a  good  deal  more  than  doubled. 

In  the  afternoon  we  passed  somo' wooded  moontains* 
one  of  wbidi/was  all  in  flhmes.  The  JakutseUans  had 
probably  made  a  fine  at. the  foot  of  some  old.tcee,  which 
I^d  been  by  this  means  set  on  fire,  tad  had  commu- 
mciled.to  the  whole  ibrest.  In  the  latter  days  of  our 
jourfi^  we  saw  several  hiUs»  which,  througb  the  negli« 
gence  of  the  people,  had  experienced  simUar  conflagra- 
tions. Thb  was  the  first  day  ainoe  our  leaving  Ocholfek 
that  we  had  not  met  with  any  caravan*  After  travel^ 
liiig  fifty  verst^  the  tent  was  pitched  for  the  night  near 
Dulschaaschlick,  wfaer^  was  excellent  feed  fnr  our  horsei>» 

.     »  •  Tlj*^  Rus^l^n  name  for  a  fc^^l; 


jwa  jomuuT  SMS  MSOMK  •«•  smmM^ 

.  OndieifHkMrloiitelqr  <l»ig  Ac' iMiiy  irifcyrf 
AemerAMadn;  we  erosm  thb  sMam  aoKnlftiii^ 
jSoAiethitts  xvUi&^by  in  oor  way  iteve  Jttem  mI  ftti* 
guiQgrto  wsmcb  Tho  most  diaagimLtejoooiimfice 
ef  tfartlqr.  warthut  i»e  pasted  a  bunikie  -fottt»  b  the 
Ibarilikeof  bciifif  su&oalod  witlMlii.Mawe,and  foasted 
^dratlu  We  mct^^j^tteralGBiwans  andaimaamM»M 
of oMk;  whieh'|tnBregoinft»  Ocliotak.  From  tfaepeople 
belonging  to  the^cafewms^  n't  reoDbtd  the 'itodaBeholj 
iafemitkn  ttet  the  smaUiwx  bad  faadbeor^iDt  irith 
great  vieleitoe  al  AUaeb  Juoi,  and  b  aetaend  oAer  parts 
Msr  the  Aldan  mar ;  tfaisnas  si  calami^ -ndnch  ind 
not  bceaeKpcHenooiliisr  aeveral  ftani^  v  Mf 'tivo  Ja« 
kimdloaiis,  whorfaad  iMiher  of  thein  hodtheflanltpox, 
wcreexoecdinglyalBrBaedy  and  eamesdjr'  eotraalBd  dbc 
ip  permit  tfafem  to  eanr}'  me  the  aev  wax'^as  it  iacaUed, 
lhai.b  a  pngeeted  itistr  way,  since  Ac^^:  ahodd  tbca 
awid  all  the  places  wliiGh  woiikl«faeidaii^«mttila4lieni. 
I  thought  thor  reqtieat  so  leaaonabley/^ial  i  made  no 
hei^tiqn  in  complying  wilii  k^  tboogh  k  iiWBld  oary 
me  a  circiiit  of  a  fauDdred  and  tweo^^VQCsta^^Hit  ofnjr 

way« 

JBefbie  the  CYening)  tbnrefeifc^  we  quitied  iht^ 
caravan  road,  and  tmtied  tD  wards  die  river  AUadrJuoi, 
over  whioh,  in^the  road  we  had  quitttd,  tfaene  h  a  go- 
vemmenti^fy .  For  want  of  siRb  H'taonveaimoe  «t 
were  obliged  to  swim  oor  holies  over }  die  atream  vm 
90  rapid,  that  we  were  in  no  small  danger  of  fasiogsooie 
of  our  horxsr  widi  all  their  loadi  We  travefled-tysday 
tatty  versaivaiid  stopped  for  the  night,  in  ii  wide^  open, 
and  mofet  Mley,  AUach  Jaa^y  Jaiianj  ^iiieh,  ai  tMj 
weather,  I  shdUd  ai^ppose.  searceiy  passable*  Tic 
neat  day^  after  crossine;  some  insignifieant  »hi|i8|  w( 
came  to  the  river  Kinftmeh,  wtiidi  rashes  tfamogha 
liaFTow  vaUey*  In  the  bed  of  theriver  I  found  schntas 
andqtiartz:' part  of  the  latter  was  in  little,  gnxqn  ^^ 
crystals.  We  travelled  fifteen  or  ntenty  versts  ift  the 
b/sd  of  this  river,  which  served  ^  a  road  through  the 
vall£)%  The  banks  are  partly  &it  and  shaded  with  fiin^ 
tuees,  i^artly  high,  ^aiid  approaching  so  hear  to^ettcb 
other,  that  hungiitg  Qver  tlie  stream,  tl|ey  form  very  pic- 


ture^que  seeoery.  F^urtber  ^on  we  aseended  a  gently 
rising  slope,  whence  we  deac^aded  to  the  valle}*  of 
.  Achara,  watered  by  a  river  of  the  same  name,  which 
flows  into  the  Aidan.  Some  of  the  hiUs  are  rendered 
naked  by  fire,  others  are  prettily  cwooded.  Inaiead  of 
larches,  here  again,  after  a  long  qessatton,  we  caitie  to 
firs.  Oak-  day  !s  jqumey  waa  sixty  versts,  and  we  stop- 
ped for  the  night  in  a  boggy  wood,  w4iere  the  number 
of  gnats  was  absolutely  inconceivable. 

The  valley  of  Aci^a  abounds  in  firs  of  different 
kinc(s,  juniper  bushes,  and  many  plants  which  I  had 
iKver  observed  before.  This  formed  an  agreeable  va- 
riety to  I&6,  and  the  way  was  besides  enlivened  by  se- 
veral caravans,  v^ho,  like  ourselves,  had  taken  tliis  route 
to  avoid  the  smalUpox.  As  my  guides  assured  me 
that  on  the  following  day  we  should  have  very  indifierw 
cnt  roads,  and  should  scarcely  find  any  feed  fiH*  the 
horses,  I  consented  to  stojp  after  we  had  travelled  forty 
verst^  that  the  horses  might  have  a  good  meal  to  forti- 
fy them  against  the  approaching  meagre  fare. 

By  day-bfeak  we  again  set  forward,  and  I  found,  ve« 
ry  contrary  to  my  expectations,  a  good  road  and  enceU 
l^nt  grazing.  The  truth  wss^  as  may  easily  be  discerned, 
tl\at  my  Jakutsdiians  had  a  mind  to  spare  their  horses 
tlie  day  before,  by  taking  only  a  short  day's  journey. 
We  travelled  thirty  versts  before  we  quitted  tlie  fertile 
valley  of  Achara.  We  then  asceixled  a  high  morassy 
thickly  wooded  hill,  Acharinskaia  Clirebta,  through 
which  we  were  obliged  to  make  our  way  with  the  ax 
constantly  in  our  hands :  this  was  indeed  a  new  way. 
As  night  closed  in,  we  were  obliged  to  stop  in  a  dreary 
desolate  region^  where  was  neither  food  ncr  water  for 
our  cattle. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  ninth  of  July,  the  tent 
Was. struck,  and  we  were  glad  to  getaway  from  so  inhnsw 
pituble  a  spot.  After  some  hours  we  came  to  a  little 
stream,  Elkakan  Bacha,  or  the  fountamof  Elkakan,  by. 
the  side  of  which  we  ^topped  awhile  to  reGrebh  oirr^. 
selvea  with  tea,  and  recruit  the  empty  stomaclis  of  our 
poor  cavalry.  The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  going 
^tr  hitts  with  thick  forestS4  and  vaUics  will)  deq)  mo- 
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rasses,  so  that  we  found  this  new  way  yet  more  dba^ 
ible  than  the  old,  where  we  had  to  slide  over  ice. 
ields,  to  wade  through  rivers,  and  stumWe  over  kxsff 
Stones.  Towards  evening  we  saw  before  us  a  high  n^.i^ 
of  mountain,  called  Loochlohr,  at  the  foot  of  ^\hi:h, 
fny  Jakutschians  told  me,  was  the  Hver  Junikan,  vbi  h 
we  should  reach  before  the  close  of  day.  This  wc  '.id 
in  effect,  after  a  tedious  day's  journey  of  fifty  vtrsrs, 
but  not  till  some  time  after  sun-sct. 

We  passed  the  night  by  the  side  of  riie  river  Juni* 
kan*  This  river  b  often  so  swelled,  even  by  very  mode- 
rate rains,  that  it  cannot  be  passed  for  a  week  togetbtr. 
It  was  now,  notwithstanding  that  we  had  scarcely  had 
any  rain  for  three  weeks,  so  deep,  that  the  horses  in 
crossing  it  were  above  their  bellies  in  the  water.  Wc 
did  not  set  out  very  early  this  day,  as  we  were  only 
thirty  versts  from  the  river  Aldan,  which  was  to  be  tlie 
boundary  of  our  day's  journey.  The  country,  frcm 
Loochlohr  to  the  Aldan  is  flat  and  morassy,  affording 
Ten'  rich  pasture  for  the  horses. 

In  the  afternoon  we  readied  the  right  baiik  of  tl'C 
Aldan,  a  large  river  which  is  here  more  than  a  verst  in 
breadth.  1  had  reason  to  expect  that  we  should  fi^id 
a  regular  ferry  as  at  Judomskoe  Krest,  the  Jakutschi- 
ans having  talked  much  of  the  ferry  of  Notara,  a  place 
which  lies  on  the  left  bank  of  this  riverJ^  Wc  therefort 
began  immediately  upon  our  arrival  to  announce  our- 
selves by  hallooing  with  all  our  might,  by  firing  gi:'j> 
and  mak  ing  a  great  fire.  All  was  howei^er  in  vain,  anil 
the  Jakutschiiins  were  about  to  swim  tlic  horses  witk 
tlieir  loads  over,  when  my  Cossack,  who  was  a  thought' 
ful  intelligent  man, 'proposed  making  a  raft,  on  vvhick 
the  Jakutschians  could  cross  the  river,  and  return  \\i*ll 
a  boat  to  carry  us  and  our  baggage.  The  work  ^ya5t 
immediately  set  about :  some  dry  trunksof  trees,  which 
we  found,  were  bound  toother,  and  two  branches  made 
mto  a  sort  of  oars.  With  this  frail  con^^yancc  th^: 
Jakutschians  trusted  themselves  to  the  stream,  and  be- 
fore die  day  was  entirely  closed  in,  returned  with  a  boat, 
into  which  ourselves  andt>ur  luggage  w  ere  imrocdiatelf 
packed,  and  all  soon  arrived  in  safcty  en  the  other  sk^^'j 
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We  now  learnt  that,  though  the  boats  were  usually 
here,  because  it  was  the  best  place  for  crossing,  the  ha* 
bitationsy  which  we  expected  to  find,  were  ten  versts 
farther  up  the  river.  I  left  my  Jakutschians  therefore 
with  the  baggage  and  horses,  and  went,  accompanied 
by  my  Cossack,  to  the  place  in  question,  very  desirous 
to  obtain  some  farther  acquainttoce  with  the  inhabitants 
•f  these  parts. 

I  found  in  a  small  hut  an  dd  man  of  seventy- five,  by 
nante  Kapitohn.  He  seiemed  to  be  very  industrious^ 
and  to  five  pdrfi?ctly  contented  with  his  family  :  they 
were  not  indeed  very  numerous.  His  riches  consisted^ 
like  most  of  the  Jakutschians,  in  considerable  herds  of 
cattle  and  hbrses :  the  fiesh  and  milk  of  these,  with  the 
fish  that  are  caught  in  considerable  quantities  in  the 
river  about  spring  and  autumn,  form  their  principal 
means  of  siustenance.  Although  the  Jakutschians  have 
long  been  very  much  connected  with  the  Russians,  they 
have  acquired  less  of  their  language,  manners,  and 
customs,  than  the  mote  rembte  I^mschadales  and 
Aleutiains.  Th^  pay  a  sniall  tribute  to  the  crown,  and 
live  undisturbed  among  their  families!  Th^ir  weapons 
consist,  even  n6w,  as  well  as  fortnerly,  chiefly  of  bows 
and  arrbws.  The  chace,  and  breeding  cattle  and 
horses,  are  their  grirat  occupations.  They  drink  the 
milk  of  their  matt$,  and  eat  horse-flesh,  as  dainties. 
Some  of  the  Jakutschians  have  a  hundred,  or  even  a 
hundred  and  fifty  horses. 

Frohi  my  aged  host  I  learnt,  that  by  goin?  down 
ttit  river  a  hundred  and  twenty  vents,  I  mimt  reach 
Massapchinskoe  PeriWos,  the  usual  road  from  Ochotsk, 
in  twenty-four  hours,  whence,  with  post-horses,  I  might 
arrive  at  Jakutsk  in  three  or  four  days.  Tired  of  my 
ibrmer  mode  of  travelling,  after  the  feshion  of  the .  cara- 
vans, and  in  the  Conviction  that  in  this  way  I  should 
attain  the  end  of  my  journey  much  quicker  and  more  at 
my  ease,  I  gladly  embraced  the  offer,  of  the  good  Ka- 
pitohn, to  let  me  have  his  boat  and  men  to  carry  me  to 
the  place  proposed  ;  and  1 9rdered  my  Jakutschians  to 
Croce^d  with  the  baggage  to  Jakut&k,  where  they  would 
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Sbd  me  waiting  to  recrive  it  nt  the  boose  of  tbe  agent 
of  the  Russio- American  Company4  I  could  with  the 
ateater  confidence  and  securitjr  trust  my  baggage  to 
ttiem,  as  a  \iTitten  contract  had  been  made  nv^  diem 
at  Ochotsky  by  forfeiting  which  tb^  would  have  in- 
jured themselves  as  much  as  me.  In  fiict,  three  days 
after  my  own  arrival  at  Jakutsk,  I  received  every  thmg 
in  perrect  safety  • 

My  bed,  wluch  consisted  of  a  bearVakiuy  some  pro- 
visions,  a  tea  kettle,  and  otherneoessaries,  bdng pot od 
board  the  canoe,  I  set  off  with  my  Cossack  and  two 
Jakutschians.  The  canoes  of  these  pomk  are  very 
flat,  and  carried  to  a  point  at  both  ends.  TiieyooD^  of 
4  skdeton  in  the  manner  of  the  Aleutian  baidarkas,  co- 
vered over  with  dried  bark  of  birch-trees  &^Sened  well 
together,  the  seams  beii^  pitched  over,  so  that  they  are 
pmectiv  water-tight.  They  are  quite  open,  not,  like 
the  baidarkas,  endosed  except  the  note  for  the  body. 
Such  canoes  are  vecy  light,  and  suited  to  gcung  rapidly, 
but  they  are  retarded  somewhat  by  not  being  always 
exactly  bakmced.  The  oars  have  the  strongest  resem- 
blance to  diose  of  Oonalashka. 

After  so  wearisome  and  tedious  a  caravan  jourDq^  I 
found  this  jaunt  by  water  extnomely  pleasant.  The 
banks  of  the  Aldan  are  agreeably  varied ;  they  are  for 
the  most  palt  somewhat  ^vated,  and  plea^gly  shaded 
with  willows,  birch,  and  larches.  The  soil  of  tbe  banks 
ts  a  sort  of  argiUaoeous  sandstone ;  among  the  loose 
stones  I  found  some  which  were  a  mixture  of  fine 

Sained  granite  and  schsstus*  Thirty-five  vcrsts  boat 
otara,  a  stream  of  the  same  name  &lb  into  the  left 
bank  of  the  Aklan,  and  ten  verats  fiurther  is  an  island 
called  Jagodowa  Ostrow,  or  the  Bcrry*island,  from  tbe 
number  of  berries  of  diftrent  kinds,  particularly  straw- 
berries, currants,  and  whordebenri^  that  it  prodttce& 
Soon  aifter  passing  this  bland^  on  the  righ|^ank  of  tbe 
river,  rises  the  towering  rock  Nosowoe  Alamen,  and 
near  it  the  mountain  Kosowoia  Gora,  while  on  the  kA 
bank  ^is  seen  the  mountain  Sabginskifiereg. 

Soon  after  sun<set  we  reached  Ocbojanskaia  Ostrow, 
where  we  stoppeid  to  drink  4ea»  wd  take  some  other  re- 
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ifeshment.  The  Jakutscluans  had  brought  some  fi$h* 
in^-nets  with  tfaeni,  which  they  now  threw,  that  they 
might  turn  our  stay  here  to  as  much  account  as  possi* 
l)le.  These  nets  were  about  three  fi^t  broad,  ami  a 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  made  of  horse-hair,  and 
Tery  strong,  thpugh  the  tlSesA  consisted  of  only  five 
ibairs  twisled  t(^edier.  They  are  spread  out  in  the 
water  by  means  of , willow-rods,  and  the  fish  with  their 
fins  entangle  thenuiielves  in  them,  so  that  it  b  impossi- 
ble to  get  away.  After  we  had  refreshed  ourselves, 
we  saw  to  our  great  satisfaction  some  sturgeons  and 
pike  drawn  out  of  the  riven 

£arly  in  the  morning  on  the  twelfth,  we  reached  Ker« 
l^in,  another  small  Jakutschian  village,  where  I  chang- 
ed both  my  boat  and  my  rowers.  To  the  people  1^ 
whom  I  had  hitherto  been  conducted  I  ^ave  some  to- 
bacco as  a  parting  remembrance,  with  which  diey  seem- 
ed  extremely  pleased.  The  banks  of  &e  Aldan,  con« 
Sj^sting  partly  of  hi^h  towering  rocks,  partly  of  gende 
dopes  offer  a  pleasmg  variety,  and  present  some  venr 
beautiful  landscapes,  which  only  want  houses  and  ant- 
mated  objects  to  enliven  them.  I  took  a  slight  ^etch 
of  the  place  where  we  breakfasted ;  a  hi^  rock  on  the 
opposite  bank  my  conductors  callol  Padjesobut.  Twc5 
or  three  versts  fiurther  I  was  delighted  with  a  very  pic-' 
turesque  spot,  called  Tschelobsclia.  In  the  high  rock 
was  an  opening  like  a  gateway,  which  led  to  a  cavern 
that  ran  a  great  way  under  the  rock ;  and  the  river  di- 
viding itself  mto  different  branches,  formed  a  number 
of  islands,  several  of  which  were  inhabited.  In  some 
x>f  them  are  ponds  and  streams,  into  which  the  fish 
firom  the  river  often  run.  The  grass,  which  grows  ve- 
ry luxuriantly,  feeds  the  abundant  herds  of  the  Jakuts- 
vchians  who  reside  here.  On  the  right  bank  of  the  riva 
are  several  strata  of  excellent  sandstone. 

In  the  aftMnoon  I  visited  the  summer  habitation  of  a 
rich  Jakutschian.  He  with  his&mily  inhabited  a  spa- 
cious hut  of  a  conical  form,  somewhat  flattened  at  the 
lop:  it  might  be  about  eighteen  feet  in  circumference, 
and  consbted  of  a  skeleton  covered  over  witli  the  bark 
fif  birch  treesi»    The  arrival  of  a  strangor  was  a  tlmg 
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which  could  not  be  expected  by  any  one^  and  I  wai 
therefore  the  more  surprized  to  observe  here  a  cleanli- 
ness \vhich  I  had  sought  in  vain  in  the  poor  habititiooa 
at  KLTbin.  I  was  particulariy  struck  with  the  grcsi  va- 
riety  of  uses  to  which  the  bark  oi^  the  birch-tree  is^  put 
among  these  people.  Besides  being  used  to  cover  their 
boats  and  houses,  they  make  of  it  drinking^cups^  milk* 
pails,  and  vessels  for  carrying  water.  The  divisions  in 
the  inside  of  the  houses  are  also  made  of  this  bark;  k 
IS  even  converted  into  screens  and  curtains  for  the  bed, 
which  are  ornamented  in  various  ways»  I  was  shewn 
some  of  this  bark  embroidered  with  horse-hair,  upoa 
which  a  Jakutschian  woman  had  been  occupying  her- 
self for  a  whole  year.  To  make  the  bark  more'  dura- 
ble, as  well  as  pliable,  so  that  it  may  be  sewn  t(^ber, 
it  must  lie  fen*  a  whole  day  in  water  that  has  been  boil- 
ed, or  perhaps  must  be  prepared  still  &rther ;  but  of 
this  1  could  not  make  myself  sure ;  and  the  Jakutscbi- 
ans  assured  me  that  when  it  has  undergone  thb  pro- 
cess, it  will  last  sixty  or  seventy  years.  A  carpet,  or 
hangings  for  the  waJl^  or  bed-fdmiture  of  this  work, 
are  handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another  as  fa- 
mily inheritances. 

It  is  indeed  very  curioqs  to  observe  how  much 
iimong  uncultivated  nations  one  simple  object,  with 
which  they  are  supplied  by  nature,  administers  to  the 
greatest  part  of  their  necessities.  To  several  of  the 
South  Sea  islanders  the  bamboo-cane  is  every  thing} 
The  Aleutians,  the  Eskimaux,  and  many  other  nationsi 
exist  only  by  means  of  the  whale  and  the  s^a-dpg.  The 
Cdraks,  the  Tschutski,  the  Laplanders,  the  Samoiedes,. 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  northern  part  of  the  globe, 
live  almost  entirely  by  their  rein-deer,  making  use  even 
of  the  moss  found  in  their  entrails.  To  die  Borates, 
the  Kirgisians,  and  other  people  who  inliabit  wide 
wastes  and  heaths,  the  sheep  is  indispensable,  serving 
them  as  food  and  clothing,  and  for  maicing  their  habi- 
tations ;  while  the  Jakutschians  look  to  the  horse  and 
the  bircii^trte  for  satisfying  th^igreater  part  of  iheiriio 
cessitics. 

To^^'^rds  evening  I  reached  th^  great  governma>** 
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£erry  over  the  Aldan,  Massapchinskoe  Periwos,  in  the 
high  caravan  road.  The  father  of  the  Cossack  ^yhonqt 
1  bad  brought  with  me  from  Ochotbk  was  overseer  of 
this  ferry,  and  was  exceedinj^ly  delighted  at  the  unejc- 
|>ectcd  arrival  of  his  son.  He  immediately  set  about 
ttitertaining  me  to  the  best  of  his  abilities,  presenting 
xne  with  excellent  milk,  cream,  fresh  butter,  and  straw- 
berries, preparing  at  the  same  time  a  wild-duck  for  mjr 
supper.  Of  this  animal,  thi  ana^  fuscUy  he  said  there 
had  been  unusual  numbers  upon  die  river  all  the  year. 
The  inhabitants  of  Ochotsk,  on  the  contrary,  complain- 
^  very  much,  tliat  whereas  diey  Ubcd  formerly  to 
take  thousands  of  them  w  ith  nets,  or  knock  them  down 
"with  sticks,  they  were  now  regularly  diminishing  in 
pumbers. 

Wearied  with  constant  travelling  ibr  so  many  days; 
and  finding  myself  tolerably  well  in  this*  place,  where 
are  several  houses  built  after  the  Russian  fashion.  I  re- 
^Ived,  influenced  also  by  the  pleasure  1  saw  that  it 
would  give  my  Cossack  and  his  parents,  to  rest  here  the 
whole  of  the  thirteenth.  A  party  of  soldiers  from  Ja^ 
kutsk  contributed  very  much  to  enliven  the  place. 
They  had  been  sent  hither  because  therd  were  in  the 
neighbourhood  some  fugitive  criminals,  who  rendered 
the  passage  of  the  river  dangerous.  The  Jakutschians 
of  the  country  v»  ere  busy  in  hay-making :  they  seem  to 
live  in  great  poverty.  They  readily  sold  me  their  bows 
and  arrows  for  some  leaves  of  tobacco,  which  they,  re- 
ceived  with  such  pleasure  that  I  could  easily  see  how 
scarce  this  merchandise,  now  become  to  them  an  arti- 
cle of  necessity ,  must  be»  A  cow  here  commonly  costs 
ten  roubles ;  a  good  horse  with  saddle  and  bridle  from 
seventy  to  eighty-  As  the  provisions  1  brought  with 
me  from  Ochotsk  were  almost  exhausted,  I.  bought  ^ 
calf  of  a  year  old,  for.  which  I  gave  six  roubles. 

The  winter  habitations  consist  of  a  clay  wall,  which 
is  boarded  over  in  the  inside  with  thin  {dafiks ;  they  are 
cximmonly  inhabited  by  only  one  family  :  the  summer 
habitations,  on  the  contrajf',  are  the  common  ub(xle  of 
several  families.  The  sitting-room  has  a  boarded  floor, 
>»ith  a  free  stan<^1in§;chlnincy  in  the  middle,  which  has 
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a  fire  on  both  sides.    In  a  country  where  there  is  no 
occa^on  to  be  sparing  of  wood,  this  double  fire  has  a 

r It  advantage,  as  the  traveller  may  at  all  times  find 
means  of  warming  himself,  and  drying  his  dotfaes* 
The  cow-stall  b  imn^iately  by  the  side  of  the  sitting- 
room,  separated  firom  it  only  by  a  door.  ^  The  horses 
live  the  whole  year  round  out  in  the  open  air,  and  I  was 
assured  that  the  colder  the  weather  is,  the  better  thef 
exist ;  they  grow  tiun  if  they  are  kept  m  a  warm  sta- 
ble. It  is  to  be  ot^erved  that  the  cold  here  i^  very  com- 
monly at  30^. 

Although  I  was  now  in  the  <  heart  of  Asia,  many 
traces  of  European  civilization  were  to  be  obserxed. 
From  hence  to  St.  Petersburgh  are  regular  post-sta- 
tions, at  aboiit  thirty  versts  distance  firom  each  other. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  as  &r  as  Jakut^ 
they  are  only  stations  for  horses ;  no  carriages  are  to  be 
procured.  I  had  ordered  post-horses  to  be  ready  the 
next  morning  early,  but  they  did  not  arrive  till  the  af- 
ternoon, and  were  then  carried  over  tlie  river  with  my 
litde  baggage  in  a  flat-bottomed  boat.  The  horses  ol 
the  caravans  are  always  madt  to  swim  over,  though  the 
river  ishere  at  all  times  a  verst  and  half  in  breadth; 
they  are  often  carried  four  or  five  versts  down  the 
stream.  If  the  river  be  at  all  swollen,  so  broad  and  so 
rapid  does  it  then  become  that  horses  are  not  unfie- 
quently  drowned. 

The  road  for  the  three  first  stations  fix)in  Massap* 
chinskoe  Periwos  is  nearly  as  bad  as  fix>m  Ochotsk 
thither.  Bogs,  morasses,  thick  forests,  mountains^  and 
forest-streams,  are  all  insiutnountable  obstacles  to  qukk 
travelling.  From  thrace  are  dry  open  plains,  and  the 
statiC^s  themselves  are  in  much  better  condition ;  at 
most  of  them  milk  and  cream  may  be  procured,  and 
fish  from  the  ponds,  of  which  there  are  a  great  abun- 
dance. The  heat  was  very  oppressive  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  and  the  number  of  gnats  intc^erable ;  I 
therefore  availed  myself  rather  of  the  cool  of  the  ni^t 
for  travelling,  and  rested  in  thi  middle  of  the  day. 

Near  the  station  of  Schirapschioskaia  is  a  salt  maga- 
zine, from  which  the  Jakutbchiatia  supply  themselves 
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uitfasalt  Brandy  may  also  be  purchased  here.  Be* 
tween  Tonkolinski  and  Tubijachtaski  I  saw  something 
han^g  to  a  treae,  which  looked  not  unlike  a  trough  for 
feeding  h<^ ;  but  upon  inquiry  I  found  that  it  was  the 
coffin  of  a  child,  and  that  the  Jakutscluans  do  not  bury 
their  dead,  but  hang  them  up  in  this  way  to  trees. 

I  did  not  make  a  longer  stop  at  any  of  the  stations 
than  was  absolutely  necessary  for  changing  horses,  and 
en  the  eighteenth,  towards  noon,  reaclKd  the  last  sta- 
tion, Jakutsk-Jahrmonka,  which  is  only  a  verst.  and  a 
half  from  the  banks  of  the  Lend.  This  river  is  one  of 
the  most  considerable  in  the  Russian  dominions :  its 
breadth,  including  all  the  islands  that  it  forms,  is  here 
seven  versts.  I  was  carried  over  with  my  baggage  in 
a  little  boat 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  I  approached  the  town 
of  Jakutsk,  on  the  left  b^k  of  the  river.  Tlie  lofty 
towers  and  cupolas  of  the  diurches  give  it  a  handsome 
appearance  at  a  distance :  it  lies  in  latitude  sixty- two 
degrees  north.  By  the  shore  lay  a  number  of  flat-bot-.. 
tomed  single-masted  vessels,  which  are  here  called 
ships.  The  same  appellation  is  also  given  to  a  sort  of 
covered  floats,  used  in  the  upper  Lena,  in  the  neigh- 
^urhood  of  Wercholensk,  made  of  the  trunks  of  higlr 
frees,  the  inside  of  which  is  hollowed  out,  and  used  for 
building  houses.  The  town  is  inhabited  by  Jakuts- 
chians  and  Russians :  it  contains  between  five  and  six 
hundred  houses,  all  built  of  wood ;  some  are  very  spa-, 
clous,  and  almost  all  have  a  court  and  garden,  so  that 
the  town  altogether  oecupies  a  considerable  portion  of 
ground.  The  streets  are  broad,  irregular,  and  not  paved. 
Some  very  well  built  houses  only  make  the  others 
look,  by  Uie  contrast,  more  pitiful  and  wretched.. 
There  are  five  churches,  and  a  convent  of  monks. 
Qose  by  tjtie  town  are  still  to,  be  seen  some  old  wooden 
towers  wMch  are  the  remains  of  the  first  fortress  burlt 
by  the  Russians  at  the  conquest  of  tlie  country,  for 
their  protection  agabst  the  Jakutscliians.  In  the  spring 
the  town  and  the  islands  are  sometimes  terribiy  o\  er- 
flowed  by  the  swelling  of  the  river.  This  was  particu- 
hufy  the  case  aboot  ttyin^f  ears  befbre,  and  in  the  year 
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1807.  Several  Jakutschians,  and  mere  than  a  thousand 
head  of  cattle,  were  carried  away  by  the  waters,  aod 
lost  their  lives. 

I  was  assured  that  the  cold  here  in  winter,  is  often 
from  thirty  to  forty  degrees  by  Reaumur.  During  the 
greatest  heat  of  summer  the  ground  is  never  thawed 
above  two  feet  deep.  The  meat  froze  in  the  cellars  dur- 
ing my  stay.  In  the  draw-wells  ice  generally  comes 
up  the  whole  summer  through.  The  vegetation  of  the 
grass  is  uncommonly  strong.  The  princi{:Kal  source 
n*om  which  the  inhabitants  draw  their  subsistence,  are 
the  fur  trade  and  fareecUng  cattle. 

In  this  journey  I  collected  the  following  plnts^- 


%4eonUum  ockroteuM  affin. 

Achillea  Alfiina, 

Anemone  narciaaijlorus. 

jfnemone  tylvestriM  ajffin, 

Andromeda  fiolyfoUa. 

Antirrhinum  Linaria^ 

Atragene  Alpina*  * 

Aguilegia, 

Aater  Alfiinus  sibiricut. 

Androiacr  filiformia. 

Artemisin  Lacirtiat£  affin, 

Atfiidium. 

Ahius. 

AstragaluM  Uligino»o  affin. 


Chelid^ium  mmjut* 

DianthuMn 

JDraban 

Delphinium  grandiflorui, 

JE/iiiobiuni. 

Mrigeron  Acrti 

EufiHratiUL  Offian. 

FcMtuca, 

Fragaria  vesea. 

Gnaphalium  Dioicunu 

GnafihaUum  Leonto/iodMdeS^ 

Gettm  intermedium. 

Galium  RubioideB. 

Galium  Borealr, 


alidsq^  9fiecie8  hujut  ^eneri^m  Gentiana  Macrofihyllu* 


Arbutua  Alfiina, 
Arhutua  Uva  UrH. 
Anthrricum  calyculatiew$- 
JSartaia  /lalHda, 
Betula  nana/ruticana. 
Betula  fruticoB  affin, 
Betula  AlnUs. 
Beckmania  erucceformis. 
Blechnum  calophyllum^, 
Carum  aimfilex. 
Cam/ianula. 
Cacalia  haatata, 
Caricca 
Cinerariit. 

Chrysanthnnvm  arcticuip, 
Carduua  Crlsfiua, 
Cnrnua  eangKinea, 


Geniana  Driflora. 
HolcuB  Borealia. 
Hyftericum  Ascyron. 
Hedyaarumjior.  ruhf\ 
Hedyaarum  Alfiinum^ 
Inula  Britianica, 
Inula  Hifta, 
Juni/itruM  S^&ina, 
Juni/ierua,  Communis,,  * 
Linum  Boreale, 
Linum  fierenne. 
Ledum  Paluetre. 
Linaria^  a  new  species. 
Lyaimachia  Thyrsiftora,, 
Lyco/iodium  ^^nnotinum, 
Mclanthium  ytbiricutr-^  ' 
t^farchantia  C&nira, 
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Mentha  Aquaiita^ 
I^otentUla  jfnserina, 
Botentilla  Fruticoaa. 
I^tentUla  Hirt: 
PhUiX^  SibmcuM. 
Prenantkn^  a  new  species. 
JPyrola  RotUTidtfolia. 
I^yrola  ,Sccunda* 
Pedicularia  Vefticillata, 
Pedicularia  Eufihranoides* 
jHedicviaria  Remftfnata. 
J^edicidaria  ScefUrum.    - 
JPolygonum  VMfiorum* 
J^ofiulu9\dlba, 
J^ofiuius  ^Balaamifern, 
PinuB  Cetndra, 
Pinu9  Larix» 
JHnua  Abie$, 
flatantU  OrimtdUa. 
Polytrichum. 
Phaca  Aktragalin^  affin,  - 
Primula  Sibirica. 
Primula^  a  new  species* 
PhlomU  Tuben>§a* 
Planta^o, 
ParU  Quadrifolia. 
MubuB  Chammmoma. 
Ranuneulut  AquattUa  multifi^ 

dU9.    ' 

Manunculua  Pukhellua  in  ndia. 
Jlubua  Areticua^ 
iW««  rubriitm. 


HAododendron  Tauricum, 

Rhododendron  CktyaanihunK 

Rheum, 

Salicea. 

Sfiirea  Lobata. 

Sftfrea  SorbffoHum» 

Stachya  Palnatria. 

Siaehya  Sylvatica, 

Senecio  Saracenicus, 

Seiinum, 

Scutellaria  galericttlaf^m 

Svfertia  Perennia. 

Sanguiaorba  Officin, 

Sedum, 

Steltaria.  ^ 

Saxifraga  Oftfloaitffol. 

Scrmtula  Alfiina  Sibiri^ 

Scorzonera^ 

^onehua  Sibiricua, 

Sphagnum  CafiUHfoL 

Trifolium  Lufiinaater  Rubrufu. 

Tanacetum  Pulgarc. 

Taraxacum, 

Thymua  Latifolia  Sibirietut* 

Trientapa  Rurofiaa, 

TrolUua  Aaiaticua, 

Valeriana  Officin. 

Veronica  Incana, 

Veronica  Maritima, 

Vaccinium  Vitia  Idma, 

Vaccinium  Uliginoanm. 


QQ 
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CHAPTER  XVni. 


Journey  Jhm  JakuUk  to  Irkutsk.  ^-^Di^eulties  &tknd^ 
ant  t^bon  this  Jwrnm/.-^Descrxpiiim  jrf  thefrini, 
pal  Places  in  the  Route^  Olekma^  fritim^*  JKreiJi, 
fFercholenskj  with  their  Distances  fiem  each  other, 
'^^Bemarkable  Occurrences. — Plants^  Minerals^  &c. 
--Arrival  at  Xatschuk.-'-^The  Btatski  er  Buratiens, 
— jfrrivalatlrkutskj  and  Description  of  the  Pkce. 
^^Visit  to  Ktachta.-^oumey  through  Tobolsk^  lCc» 
son,  and  Moscow  f  to  St.  Peter sburgh. 


BY  advice  oT  the  i^;ent  of  the  Russio-Amerbo 
Company  at  Jakutsk,  (  con»gned  all  my  chests  and 
larger  baggage  to  a  merchant  vessel  to  cany  them  to 
Irkutsk,  at  Uie  usual  price  of  four  roubles  a  pud  I 
only  kept  with  me  my  papers,,  drawing,  and  a  snull 
portnuuMau  with  linen,  and  was  thus  m  a  situation  to 
proceed  torwaids  in  the  easiest  and  quickest  manoer 
possible. 

The  distance  iinom  Jakutsk  to  Irkutsk  is  generaUy 
estimated  at  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
versts,  though^  according  to  some  calculations,  it  is 
only  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  ei^hty-six. .  As 
however  no  regular  geographical  measuremjsnt  of  the 
country  has  ever  been  taken^  an  error  of  a^  hundred 
versts  in  such  a  dbtance  is  easily^  made.  The  wfaok 
way,  excepting  the  last  two  hundred  and  seventy  verst$, 
is  along  the  beautiful  river  Lena :  thoe  are  r^iibr 
post- stations,  at  about  twenty-five,  thir^,  or  for^  versts 
asunder  \  most  of  them  are  on  the  left  bmk  of  Hot  river* 
At  every  station  are  small  boats^  which  are  drawn  by 
horses  against  the  stream.  There  are  also  persoos  to 
row>  if  that  should  be  necessary. 


y^ 
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.  ITthe  travdUer  have  time  before  him  to  perform  this 
journey  at  hb  Idsure,  and  wish  to  do  it  in  the  most 
Qonvenknt  mimner  possible,  ^  best  way  is  to  hiic  a 
boat  at  Jakutsk,  and  carry  with  him  hb  bed,  provisions, 
kitchen  utensils,  and  all  other  necessaries.  But  if,  on 
the  contrary,  hp  be  in  haste,  and  has  not  much  bag^ge, 
be  had  better  ^e  the  post.  This  is  to  go  generally 
in  a^small  open  boat,  such  as  are  found  at  every  station, 
andaie  r^ularly  chained.  In  this  case,  when  the  river 
makes  a  very  great  wuiding,  or  in  parts  where  the  wa- 
tMT  is  very  sliallow,  so  that  the  boats  get  on  with  diii* 
cuKy,  he  can  quit  the  water,  and  goduectly  over  land 
to  t^  next  station. 

If  I  were  to  give  a  r^ular  joumid  of  my  proceedings 
on  the  present  as  in  the  foregoinfif  journey,  I  should  be 
afraid gSt weary ing  my  readers;  I  will  therefore  pass 
over  it  cursorily,  on^  relating  such  occurrences,  and 
noting  down  such  observations,  as  appear  die  most  de- 
serWng  of  attention.  In  geomphi<»l  and  geological 
respects,  and  in  objects  of  Natural  History,  many 
things  are  presented  well  worthy  to  be  studied  accu« 
ratdy,  and  I  therefore  regretted  very  much  that  for  rea- 
sons, not  of  sufficient  consequence  to  be  here  detailed, 
I  was  obbged  to  travd  as  cxpedidously  as  possible.  I 
hurried  over  this  part  of  my  travels  day  and  night,  when 
^lat  was  pracdcaUe ;  but  I  found  new  end  unexpected 
difficulties  and  hardships  daily  arise,  which  rendered  it 
often  not  so.  At  many  of  the  stations  the  people  were 
busied  in  making  hay,  so  that  at  my  arrival  not  a  living 
soul  was  to  be  seen,  and  perhaps  I  was  obli^^  to  wait 
Some  hours,  nay  half,  or  the  whole  of  the  night,  before 
I  could  proceed.  At  other  places  die  post-boat  was  in 
such  »wfctdied  situation,  it  was  scarcely  safe  :  some* 
times  the  *  rowers  and  steersman  were  adeep  half  the 
night,  so  that  the  water  was  sui&red  to  ^  into  the  boat, 
and  I  was  obliged  to.  stop  for  some  time  at  the  next 
station  to  dry  my  papers,  orawings,  and  linen.  Ano« 
thertime,  when  I  bad  fallen  asleep  myself  during  the 
night,  my  conductors  got  at  my  flask  of  brandy,  and 
•bet'ore^  I  was  aware,  of  it  had  made  themselves  so  ex* 
c^cdingly  drunk  that  I  was  obliged  to  stop  till  they  had 
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.  somewhat  recovered^  and  able  again  to  perfortn'  didr 
functions.  At  other  stations^  the  horses  were  perfaqis 
grazing  upon  an  island  in  the  |ivcr,  mne  or  ten  versts 
pff :  sometimes  it  happened  that  in  fine  weather  I  was 
obliged  to  take  a  covered  boat,  andwhenthewealfaer 
was  wet  and  stormy,  to  go  in  an  lopca  ok.  At  Veiy 
few  stations  did  I  findevcry  tlung  in  readiness  so dnt  I 
could  prboeed  on  mjr  way  immecualdy.  .  jSeldom  oeuld 
I  get  ^ffough  n^ore'than  fipom  a  hunchred  and  forty  to  a 
hundred  and  seventy  yersts  in  the.  twenty-four  hoursi 
^    and  often  not  more  Aan  fifty  or  sixty. 

The  Commandant  of  Jakutsk  was  so  good  as  to  let 
me  have  a  Cossack  as  sui  attendanjk,  but  I  found  hun  so 
stupid,  and  *of  so  little  use,  or  in^d  worse,  sudi  a 
burden  upon  me,  that  after  a  week  I  wasobliged  to  send 
him  back,  and  contiBue  my  Journey  adooe.  On  the 
-  present  route  were  many  ISnftif  yilbgca  andtowqs,  wfakh 
I  found  the  best  places  for  stoppfai^  torest,  as  I  could 
almost  alwajrs  procure  fi«sh  fM^Qvisions.at  them*-  The 
names,  and  distances  of.  the.  princqpatfii|aces*fix>m  each 
odier,  are  as  follows*    ... 

-  .* 

From  Jakutsk  td  Olekma    ^^^    -     588  vetstab 
From  Olekma  to  Witim     •    •    «     632 
From  Widmto  Kirenki      «    •    •     416 
From  Kirenki  to  Wercholensk  -.    •  •   69S   • 
From  Werchdenak  to  Irkutsk  •    *     270 

m 
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On  the  twenQr.third.<^  July  every  thh^  was  ready 
for  my  departure  finom  Jaku^.  To  the  first  station  I 
went  by  l^d  in  a  low  miserable  kind  of  cairiage,  called 
by  the  Russians  Rospusku  The  river  here  winds  so 
much,  and  is  so  full  of  islands  and  sandbanks,  that  it 
makes  the  way  extremdy  tedious.  The  highest  poirt 
of  land  in  this  route,  a  vast  chalk  rook,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river,  about  half  way  between  Jakutsk  and  the 
first  station,  is  called  Ch^hnski  Kamen.  .  Here  wcr.-* 
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several  sorts  of  ostragaR  in  blow,  wholly  unknown  to* 
nif.  On  the  following  day  I  came  to  Potrofski  Mo- 
nastyr,  a  monkish  convent>  where  are  two  ecclesiastics. 
The  country  about  is  every  where  picturesque ;  the 
riN'er  abounds  with  islands,  and  the  hefds  grazing  upon 
them  enliven  the  landscape  very  much. 

Between.. the  fourth  and  fifth  stations,  Tonari  and 
Titori^  are  rugged  cliffs  upon  the  bank  of  the  river, 
consisting  of  horizontal  crumbly  strata  of  chalk,  which, 
without  any  effort  of  the  imagination,  might  be  sup- 
posed ruined  walls.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  next 
station,  Batamai,  are  also  steep  and  in  patt  insulated 
tocks,  called  Stolbi,  between  which  a  river,  the  Stolba- 
woia,  seems  to  have  broke  its  way  by  force,  rushing  be- 
tween towering  rocks  as  through  a  gateway. 

The  country  about  the  ^station  of  Schura  is  among 
the  most  pleasing  parts  of  the  route.     The  slopes  rise 

Emtly,  and  the  woods  make  a  charming  variety.  The 
ena  is  here  extremely  contracted,  not  being  more  than 
three  versts  over,  and  entirely  without  islands.  The 
opposite  bank  is  rocky,  aiikd  the  scene  is  bounded  by 
forests.  The  station  from  Malik  an  to  Sanajachtak  I 
went  on  horseback,  as  I  was  assured  that  on  account  of 
the  steepness  of  the  banks  the  boat  could  not  here  be 
drawn  by  horses,  andtht  rowersi  would  get  on  very 
slowly.  The  road  lies  over  a  pretty  high  hill,  from  tlic 
top  of  which  the  traveller  is  presented  with  a  very  fine 
view.  Among  the  plants  I  found  here,  were  pedicuk- 
reaj  viola^  a-  new  species,  saxi/raga  gcifoUa^  fumaria 
paomfilitty  soGmtm  species  compluresj  polypodium  Jra^ 
ffrans,  spondylus  cerambcridesy  opkrys^  caryophyllacea^ 
spired  crenatdj  and  many  others. 

Not  &r  from  the  tlHrd  station,  before  Olekma,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Charabalick,  is  d  very  considera*^ 
ble  hill,  which  con^ts  of  chalky  ruins,  and  furnishes 
many  very  interesting  objects  to  the  mineralogist.  I 
found  a  durk-cobured  chalcedony  flint,  silex  pyroma^ 
ehus\  and  wood  petrified  into  a  sort  of  chalctxionv. 
Seventy  versts  from  tlie  station,  near  the  river  Talba,  I 
was  informed  by  the  Tungusians  that  a  very  beautila! 
red  flint  is  to  be  found  ;  probablv  canidian. 
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The  nearer  I  approached  the  town  of  Olekmai  iA 
more  wretched  did  I  find  the  post-stations.  Hie  last, 
Soljanka,  which  has  its  name  firom  Ae  salt-sprio^  b 
the  neighbourhood,  and  is  at  the  distance  of  twentf-five 
versts  fit)m  Olekma,  is  celebrated  for  the  post-boys 
running  away  whenever  they  see  a  traveller  arrive ;  nor 
cfid  this&il  to  be  the  case  now.  To  my  great  amM^ance^ 
I  had  experienced  so  many  hindrances,  that  in  the  last 
four  days  I  only  got  on  a  hundred  and  fifty-five  versts. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  July  I  arrived  at  Okrkma,  in 
such  a  wretched  boat  that  I  was  completely  wet,  and  was 
obliged  to  pass  a«  whole  day  to  dliy  «my  papers  and 
clothes.  The  Commissary,  the  principal  person  an  the 
place,  received  me  with  much  politeness,  dndivated  a 
place  where  I  might  be  lodged,  and  invi^  me  to  sup 
with  him.  This  invitation  was  the  more  agreeable,  as 
it  was  the  first  regular  meal  I  had  taken  since  Ikft  Ja- 
kutsk.  Olekma  is  inhabited  principally  by  merchants 
and  some  peasants*  The  chace,  the  fishery,  breedrog 
cattle,  ana  some  agriculture,  afibrd  them  die  prin- 
cipai  materials  of  subsistence.  The  sables  here  and 
about  Witim  are  reckoned  the  best  in  all  SSiberia,  and 
are,  on  account  of  their  darker  ookmr,  and  ^  shuuDK 
nature  of.the  fur,  preferred  to  those  of  Kamschatka,  al* 
though  the  hair  of  the  tetter  is  much  thicker.  Tbe 
dwelling-houses  lie  on  the  declivity  ci  a  wooded  failif 
directly  above  the  Lena.  Here  again  this  river  abounds 
with  islands,  which  {Mroduce  excellent  grass.  The  low 
parts  of  the  town,  lying  directly  upon  the  water,  are 
frcquendy  overflowed,  and  are  damp  sA  the  year  thrcwgb* 
To  this  circumstance  I  ascribe  the  intermittent  feversi 
which  are  exceedingly  prevalent  here  in  autumn.  . 

After  a  day's  rest  1  set  out  iSrom  Olekma.  I  finmd 
the  soil  directly  about  the  town  a  mixture  of  chalk  and 
gypsum.  I  went  the  first  stage  gn  horsebadt,  as  the 
way  by  land  is  very  good,  but  by  water  very  disagree- 
able, on  account  of  the  frequent  shallowsL  I  found 
some  new  plants,  particularly  a  Alarcsa  and  a  DryoSi 
between  the  second  and  third  stations,  Tschcrindei  aiid 
Btrrtinrihkoe.     I  saw  the  mountain  Tolokovvenoi  on  t/]« 
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opposite  bank  ;  it  consists  of  a  aand-stone,  the  dazzling 
briUiance  of  which  catches  the  eye  at  a  great  distance. 
It  was  at  Tscherindei  that  I  disnfissed  my  Cossack^ 
and  from  hence  the  rest  of  my  joumqr  was  performed 
alone. 

It  appeared  to  me,  tfiat  as  we  proceeded  up  the  river 
from  Olekma,  the  climate  became  more  rugged  tharr 
about  Jakutsk :  vegetation  ivas  much  more  l^ckward, 
and  the  country  was  so  hilly,  that  it  was  less  suited  to 
agriculture*  The  Lena  constantly  diminishes  in 
breadth,  and  at  the  distance  of  a  hundred  versts  from 
Olekma  is  scarcely  a  verst  over«  Between  the  two 
stations  of  Qharatiba  and  Matscha,  which  I  went  in  the 
night,  lies  the  Utrp  Mountain^  as  it  is  called,  Guslinaia 
Gora,  on^the  right  oank  of  the  Lena.  This  naked  and 
rugged  hill  or  rock  presents  towards  the  river  a  flat 
triangular  surface,  rising  almost  perpendicularly  like  a 
wall;  it  consists  of  strata  of  red  and  green  marl. 

In  the  way  from  Schadai  to  Uschagan,  and  Schoerb% 
the.fbrms  of  the  rocky  mountains  are  very  remarkable; 
They  vary  at  every  moment,  presenting  new  and  pic- 
turesque appearances.  Here  and  there  rise  cliffs  in  the 
forms  of  pillars  and  of  towers,  which  perfectly  resemble 
ancient  Gothic  ruins,  and  afford  the  clearest  proofs  of 
having  been  brought  to  tlieir  present  state  by  some  ter- 
rible convulsion  cf  nature. 

As  we  approach  Nuja,  about  half  way  between  Olek- 
ma and  Witim,  we  see  fewer  habitations  of  the  Jakuts- 
chians,  while  die  number  of  Russian  habitations  in-* 
creases  in  proportion.    The  Russians  occupy  them«'' 
selves'  principally  in  agriculture  and  breeding  cattle. 
Tlie  posts  bqg;in  to  be  better,  so  that  I  got  on  tolerably 
well  without  any  long  stops  or  delays :  one  or  two  only 
deserved  to  be  called  very  annoying.     Between  Cham- 
ra  and  Jellof  ka  grows  plenty  of  excellent  timber  for 
building  houses  and  vessels.    I  went  in  a  canoe,  hoU 
lowed  out  of  the  trunk  of  a  single  poplar,  which  could 
carry  a  weight  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  Russian  pud. 
For  soifte  time  I  had  been  tcderably  free  from  the  plague 
of  gnats,  but  here  again  they  swarmed^    The  country 
.   netween  Chamra  and  Witim  is  mountainous,  and  af- 
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fords  a  rich  harvest  to  tlie  botanist*  I  found  Jumaric 
peonifoHay,  rubus  arcticas^  arenaria^  sax^aga  geifW  \ 
convaUaria  trifolia^  which  is  here  called  Jakutschia^  *  •, 
saiicesy  car  ex  j  arbutus  uva  ursU  empetnmk.  ni^'-uw 
hedysarum^  a  new  species,  with  many  others. 

At  Peledui,  the  last  station  before  Witim^  the  peo- 
ple were  busy  at  haymaking,  notwithstanding^  which  I 
soon  procured  horses,  men,  and  a  boat,  llie  post* 
master  was  one  of  the  civilest  men  that  I  met  with  in 
my  whole  journey.  He  had  engaged'  in  his  present 
office  from  a  love  of  keeping  order,  and  rendering  him- 
self useful  to  his  fellow- credtu res.  The  way  from  Pc. 
ledui  to  Witim  is  bad  by  water,  but  by  land  almost  im- 
practicable. In  the  evening  I  arrived  at  the  latterplace* 
which  is  dignified  with  the  appellation  of  a  town,  with- 
out having  any  claim  to  it  whatever.  It  lies  directly 
'Opposite  the  mouth  of  a  river,  which  bears  the  same 
rame,  Witim,  upon  a  flat  neck  of  land  direcdy  on.  the 
Lena ;  and  scarcely  a  year  passes  that  it  is  not  ovcr« 
flowed.  The  town  contains  a  hundred  houses^  with  a 
wooden  church,  and  about  six  hundred  inhabitants. 
Some  of  them  live  by  agriculture  and  breedine  cattle, 
but  the  greater  part  by  hunting  the  sable.  Tne  sable 
hunters  commonly  go  out  about  the  end  of  August, 
taking  a  year's  provisions  with  them.  They  row  up 
the  river  Witim  till  they  come  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  a  great  lake  called  Aron  or  Oronne,  which  is  twenty* 
five  versts  in  length  and  eight  in  breadth ;  it  lies  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river^  about  eight  hundred  versts  from 
Witim. 

The  price  of  a  sable-skin  varies  very  much.  A  cou- 
ple of  the  very  worst  will  fetch  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
roubles,  but  a  skin  that  is  entirely  black  and  shining  is 
worth  seventy  or .  eighty  roubles*.  This  spot  seems 
exceedingly  poor :  mough  I  sent  all  over  die  pboe  I 
could  not  get  money  for  a  bank-bill  of  only  five  roubles. 
In  the  nei^bourhood  of  .Witim  are  salt-springs^  and 

*  More  respecting  the  sableft  of  Witim,  and  the  manner  ()f 
catchin$^  them,  ma)r  be  found  in  Kraschenionikoff 's  descrip^ 
tiun  of  the  country  of  Kasischatka. 
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sclenites  in  great  abundance.  The  principal  plants 
that  I  found  in  the  way  from  Olekma  to  Witim,  beside3 
thos^  already  cited,  were  pulmonarja  sibirica^  hedusu- 
rumjtorc  i^bro^  potcntiOajrtUicosa^  lycotKidium^lychnisj 
thqUetrum  atp'tnum^  anemone  narcsstpara,  cypripedi-, 
tm  putcrantnos^  ^  ctfpripeSum  guttq^Ut  pemcularis, 
aquilegia  glpinq^  astragoB^  polemoni^^^^kitum^  aciosa 
Spi^atfii  carices^  aiul  others.  ^^^M 

Late  in  the  evening  of  the  ejghthwRiigust,  I  left 
Witim,  and  arrived  in  the  night  at  Schuja,  the  first  sta- 
tion, on  the  right  banl^  of  the  Lena.  This  place  is  in- 
habited entirely  by  Russians :  there  are  no  Jakutschians^ 
Xbe  tianks  of  tfafeLena  are  from  Witim  enlivened  by 
many  little  villages,  \ying  at  no  great  distance  froni  eacli 
other.  Fish  are  more  abundant  here  tlion  in  the  lower 
Lena,  >vhece  the  v&y  great  breadth  of  the  river  seems 
to  le^n  the  number  of  fish.  Qrazing  and  agricul- 
ture flouriah  very  miich.  Tlie  hilly  country  ip  the  .first 
fifty  ver^t^.con^i^tsinpart  of  a  red  and  black  schist iis 
,with  q«i|rt;e,  ^n  part  (^a  firm  aandstocie,  with  flakes  of 
c|v4kt  wljiich  ane  <i!?P<)^  sometimes  horizontally^ 
sometimes jn  various  ways.  Among  the  vegetable 
kingdom  in  the^.  parts  vim  cJielrofUfmty  a  new  species, 
spifica  lobata^  euphorbia^  aiy^um  monkmum^  aremoney 
&c. 

The  station  of  P^schinskoe,  the  third  from  Witim, 
and  at  t))e4i9^nce9f  sixty-nine  versts  fitxp  that  place, 
.is. remarkable  for  the  springs  in  its  neighbourhood, 
which  have  t^e  name  of  the  Stinking  Springs^  They 
rush  with  a  cpnai4erable  noise  from  a  rock  which  seems 
te  contain  a  vast  quantity  of  sulphur.  The  water 
iqams  very  much,  has  a  very  strong  sulphureous  smelt, 
and  tastes  s^lt.  The  inhabitants  use  it  for  curing 
bruises ;  they  send  the  water  even  as  far  as  Irkutsk. 

Between  the  stations  of  Dubrowa  and  Tschestu,  the 
valley  of  the  Lena  grows  constandy  narrower,  and  the 
cli&  on  each  side  are  higher  and  steeper.  About  ten 
^v^ts  from,  the  latter  place  is  a  narrow  pa^s,  which  the 
stream  appears  to  have  ,  broken  through  the  rocks. 
These  steep  cliffs  or  rocky  walls,  are  called  here  Schts* 
<^ki:  thcfpe  are  three  in  particular^  two  on  the  right 

H3 


610  jOUilXEY    F&OM   JAKUt$ir  TO    inKVtSK. 

< 

bank  of  the  river,  and  one  on  the  left,  which,  contract- 
Ing  the  stream  exceedingly,  occasion  a  great  msik  oi 
water,  and  render  the  navigation  somewhat  dangerous ; 
this  part  is  therefore  never  passed  m  the  night.  These 
Schtechoki  are  composed  principally  of  a  fine  sand- 
stone mixed  with  chalk ;  they  ai$  inhabited  by  an  im- 
mense number  of  swallows  and  martins :  nothing  can 
prove  more  strongly  some  former  great  revc^ution  of 
naiture.  Here  towers  aloft  a  shapeless  kmd  of  pillar, 
there  hangs  a  ,mass  of  rock,  which  seems  at  every  mo- 
ment ready  to  fall  and  crush  whatever  comes  in  its  wzj 
to  atoms :  here  are  high  peri^endicular  walls,  there 
caves  and  grottoes  resounding  with  echoes.  'Eyery  ob- 
ject, in  shorty  is  presented  wmch  can  funush  the  pain* 
ter  with  the  finest  ideas  of  wild  and  rugged  nature. 

The  botanist,  who  had  leisure  nicely  to  examine  the 
country  from  heQce  to  the  two  next  stations,  Gortscha- 
nowa  and  Mudinsk,  would  doubtkss  find  his  toils  rich- 
ly repaid.  Among  tl^e  plants  I  found,  some  of  which 
were  already  in  blow,  \^ere  a  SUacea  entirely  unknown 
to  me,  androsace  viUosa^phhx  sibiricaj  vakriana  rtipet- 
trum^  cheiranthusf  geranii^  tv\  o  species,  rhotMendron 
ferrugineum^  dryas  octopetala^  antmane^  narcissifiorus, 
lichenes^  betula  nana  sahce^  &c.  Gortschanowa  is  in 
a  pleasant  and  convenient  situation ;  the  inhabitants  arc 
princjpallr  graziers  and  husbandmen ;  they  have  als* 
considerable  fiocks  of  sheep,  with  the  wool  of  which 
they  knit  stockings ;  and  a  good  many  swine.  1  had 
i^ot  seen  any  of  th^se  latter  animals  since  I  left  Jakutsk. 
The  neighbouring  hills  abound  with  Tungusbn  rein- 
deer I  was  much  struck  by  seeing  many  of  the  mha- 
bitants  here  with  goitres.  Future  travellers  who  arc 
^ble  to  make  a  longer  stay  may  perhaps  investigate  the 
cause  of  this  malady. 

One  of  the  most  considerable,  and  most  populouv 
villages  I  had  yet  seen,  was  Spolo&phnoi,  eighty-four 
verstsfrora  Kirenki.  It  lies  on  the  right  batok  of  die 
I  .ena,  and  contains  about  fifty  houses.  There  is  a  ^t 
magazine  belonging  to  the  crown,  and  a  church  MiU\ 
two  clergymen.  From  this  place  the  banks  of  the  ri- 
vrr  wt;re  much  more  inhabited  than  they  h;jd  been  hi' 
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therto.  Single  houses,  mills,  large  and  small  villages, 
were  constantly  to  be  seen,  the  distances  from  each 
other  not  being  more  than  from  five  to  ten  versts, 
'^.Someof  them  were  situated  in  very  pleasing  atid  pictu- 
resque spots.  One  beautiful  landscape  after  another  up- 
peared  and  vanished,  so  that  it  almost  seemed  as  if  the 
whole  was  exhibited  on  a  Camera  Obscura. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  twelfth  of  August  I 
reached  the  little  town  of  Kirenka.  Vainly  did  I  tn- 
deavour  to  get  a  bank  bill  of  twenty-five  roubles  con* 
'  verted  into  mone}\  No  such  thing  was  to  be  obtain- 
ed :  a  clear  proof  of  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  place. 
The  town  lies  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Lena,  at  the 
junction  of  this  river  with  the  Kirenka.  Here  is  a  church 
and  a  little  inconsiderable  custom-house.  It  is  only  by 
a  numerous  band  (^soldiers,  who  are  stationed  here, 
that  the  town  can  be  distinguished  from  a  village.  In 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Kirenka  are  foui^  stri]^- 
ed  jasper,  sandstone,  and  chalk  rubbibh. 

With  miserable  horses,  and  a  more  miserable  post* 
servant,  I  set  forwards  in  my  way  late  in  the  afternoon, 
having  been  kept  waiting  by  one  dcla^  or  other  a  te- 
dious length  of  time.  The  journey  from  Kirenka  to 
Wercholemk  is  six  hundred  aixl  ninet)  -tlirce  vcrsts* 
I  performed  it  with  such  rapidity  that  I  had  scarcely 
time  to  make  any  observations,  or  to  take  down  any 
notes.  The  post-stations  here  are  so  much  better  regu- 
lated than  I  had  hitherto  found  them,ihat  I  got  tlvough 
the  whole  distance  in  five  diiys. 

At  Markofbki,  a  hundred  and  twenty.five  versts 
from  Kirenka,  is  a  government  agency,  not  very  long 
establislied,  emanating  from  that  at  Jakutbk.  The  in- 
habitants are  extremely  discontented  with  this  innova- 
tion. The  place  is  pretty  considerable :  it  has  a  church, 
and  a  government  magazine  for  cojm,  the  particular 
purpose.qf  which  is  to  supply,  in  case  of  necessity,  the 
peasants  with  seed-corn,  as  \\e\\  as  corn  for  their  domes^ 
tic  use,  since  they  often  lose  a  great  deal  of  tlie  produce 
i)F  ilieir  lands  from  the  frequent  overflowing  of  the  ri- 
ver. I  he^iorn  u ill  perhaps  be  in  full  ear,  and  almost 
r<M(ly  to  be  nit,  p!<*iuitul  crops  v/iU  appciir  of  whcal^  rlf 
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rye,  and  of  barley,  when  a  sudden  inuhdadon  will  come 
on,  and  these  low  lands  are  buried  in  sand  and  slime,  so 
that  the  whole  crop  is  destroyed ;  ^nVetiiQes,  even, 
the  land  is  rendered  useless  jbr  tne  rest  of  ^  year.  It 
is  strange,  that,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  expeiiencc 
tliey  have  had  of  these  disa^ers,  the  peasants  always 
select  the  lowest  lands  near  the  river  for  cultivation. 
'  On  the  fourteenth,  early  in  the  mortung,  I  reached 
Ustkuta,  where  the  Lena  is  navigable  for  large  mer* 
chant-vessels  that  draw  a  Russian  ell  of  water.  The 
diScreut  articles  of  merchandise  therefore  brought  hi- 
ther in  small  boats  froih  Werchdlehsk  and  Jakutsk  are 
removed  into  these  larger  vessels.  Whence  ^y  are  trans- 
ported by  means  of  the  Angara,  and  other  streams  that 
join  the  Lena,  to  Jcnissei,  and  various  parts.  To  Umbk 
they  are  commonly  transported  by  lamd  over  a  small 
tract  of  about  a  hundred  versts.  The  natural  situation 
of  Omoloi,  the  nekt  station  to  Ustkuta,  is  less  advafi- 
tageoQs  for  agriculture  tlian  much  of  the  country  I  hsd 
hitherto  passed :  even  barley  will  scarcely  come  to  per- 
fection. The  hills  are  high,  stony,  and  woody.  Ara- 
ble land  is  scarcely  to  be  seen,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
obliged  to  barter  the  fine  grey  squirrel  sliins  they  col- 
lect, with  their  neighbours  for  com. 

I  proceeded  on  my  journey  the  two  following  days 
partly  by  land,  partly  by  water,  and  arrived  at  Wercho- 
lensK  late  in  the  evening  of  the  siKteenth.  I'hls  placelics 
upon  the  right  bank  ctf  the  Lena,  and  contains  between 
two  and  three  hundred  houses :  the  river  is  still  naviga- 
ble from  hence  to  the  next  station,  Katschuk.  Al- 
though!  had  firmly  resolved  to  proceed  forwards  the 
same  evening,  I  suffered  myself  to  be  persuaded  by  the 
Commissary  M •  Schwekff,  who  received  me  with  great 
politeness,  to  stay  the  night  here.  He  assured  me  that 
tlie  road  by  land  was  frightful,  and  almost  il^practica- 
^Ic  in  ilie  dai  k ;  and  if  i  were  to  go  by  water,  it  mibt 
be  in  a  very  small  flat- bottomed  boat,  while  the  nuoier- 
ous  windings  made  by  tiie  river  would  occasiou  mtsi 
great  loss  ol  time. 

Oil  the  seventeenth,  early  in  the  morning,  I  mounj- 
cd  iiij  itur;iL,  and  pui:aK:d  luy  n^jy  by  Uudl/  1  1^^^'*** 
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that  the  ropd  by  over  very  high  steep  hills,  and  I 
reached  the  next  station,  Katschuk,  at  tlie  distance  of 
thiny  vexsts,  extremely  fatigued.  Here  I  took  my  fi-^ 
nal  leave  oi^the  Lena,  which  was  become  a  very  insig* 
nifioint  stream.  From  Katschuk  to  Irkutsk,  a  distance 
of  a  hundred  and  nmety-six  versts,  there  is  a  post-car- 
riage, by  means  of  which  the  traveller  may  reach  tbc 
capital  of  Siberia  in  twenty-lour  hours. 

In  this  ne^hbourhood  live  the  Bratski  or  Buratians^ 
a  people  of  Mongol  origin,  and  in  general  a  much 
morq  robust  race  than  the  Jakutschians.  They  wear 
a  long  white  garment  like  a  night-gown,  bordered  witlt 
fur,  and  tied  round  the  waist.  Some  of  these  people 
are  nomades,  and  live  in  felt  huts ;  others,  who  inhaoit 
tlie  neighbourhood  of  the  great  road,  speak  Russian, 
and  have  built  themselves  wooden  houses  after  the 
Russian  &shion.  Their  principal  source  of  subsist- 
ence is  grazing  cattle ;  a  few  only  employ  themselves 
in  agriculture.  The  nearer  I  approached  to  the  capi- 
tal, the  more  did  I  find  the  country  inhabited.  There 
were  a  great  number  of  Russian  villages,  some  consist* 
ing  of  betu  een  two  and  three  hundred  houses.  Th^ 
fields  were  well  cultivated,  producing  rye,  barley,  oata^ 
and  hemp. 

About  eight  versts  from  Irkutsk,  on  the  top  of  a  gen. 
tie  eminence,  I  enjoyed  a  most  charmin.o:  prospect. 
The  valley  of  Angara  with  the  town  of  Irkutsk  lay 
spread  before  me.  ITie  number  of  stojie  churches  in 
the  town,  with  their  glittering  cupolas  and  towers,  com- 
municated a  pleasiiig  impression  from  the  idea  they 
gave  of  wealth  and  prosperity.  At  the  same  time  i 
must  confess  that  the  nearer  1  approached  the  town,  the 
more  was  this  ioipression  removed,  from  the  great  con- 
trast  present^  by  the  number  of  miserable  wooden  huts 
with  u  Inch  these  pompous  buildings  were  hitermin- 
gled. 

It  was  on  the  eighteenth  of  August  thut  T  entered 
•the  Siberian  CdpitaU  I  alighted  at  tlie  house  of  the 
agent  oi  the  Riisbio  American  Company,  to  whom  I 
"had  a  letter  of  recommendation,  and  was  by  him  invit- 
ed to  take  up  nn*  cj^uaners  here.     Although  in  all  Huk^ 
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ria  there  is  no  sacb  thing,  properly  speakbg,  as  an  iiirt^ 
a  traveller  will  scarcely  ever  fail  of  finding  some  place 
where  he  can  be  lodged,  provided  always  that  he  must 
carry  his  bed  with  him*  Irkutsk  lies  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  rapid  and  transparent  river  Angara.  The  stretrts 
are  broad,  and  in  general  regular,  but  Uiey  are  not  paved. 
The  houses  are  built  for  the  most  part  of  wood, 
thoughsome,  aswell  asthe  government- buildings  and 
churches,  are  of  stone.  The  churches  are  thirty  in  num. 
ber,  and  there  are  two  convents :  the  population  is  esti- 
mated at  about  thirty  thousand.  As  this  is  the  seat  of 
government,  there  is  here  a  govemor.general,  a  civil- 
governor,  a  vice-governor,  a  commandant  of  the  town, 
a  principal  civil- magistrate,  and  an  archbisliop.  The 
present  governor  was  the  Privy  Counsellor  and  Seua- 
tor  Von  Pestel ;  who  had  set  out  on  a  journey  to 
Tomsk  and  Tobolsk  the  very  day  of  my  arrival. 

Among  ^he  public  buildings  are  to  be  distinguished 
the  Custom- House,  which  is  very  spacious,  anid  built 
of  stone;  the  Gymnasium,  in  which  there  is  a  library 
consisting  of  several  thousand  volumes,^  with  a  collec- 
tion of  mineralogy  and  concholog}\  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  by  the  command  of  her  Imperial  Majesty 
the  late  Empress  Catherine,  the  Japanese  language  i$ 
taught,  and  thut  the  teacher  of  it  i^  a  native  of  Japan. 
The  occasion  of  his  being  settled  here  has  been  noticed 
VI  the  former  part  of  this  work.  Though  the  theatre  is 
very  small,  it  deserves  to  be  mentioned  I  saw  some 
Russian  pieces  not  ill  played.  Without  the  town  there 
is  a  large  workhouse,  or  house  of  correction  for  crimi- 
nals. Not  far  from  thence  is  an  admiralty,  which  con- 
tains a  variety  of  articles  to  be  sent  to  Ochotsk  for  the 
government  vessels  there ;  a  part  are  also  destined  for 
the  navigation  of  .the  lake  of  Baikal.  A  large  infirma- 
ry or  hospital  for  tlie  sick  was  nearly  completed.  Tlie 
government  medicine  stores  are  considerable,  and  well 
kejJt.  To  the  apothecary  \\  ho  presides  over  this  insti 
tutioii  a  piece  of  r^ardcii  ground  hits  been  allotted  for 
the  Ciiluvatioii  ofiTicdicinal  drupjs ;  but  it  is  a  i^cat  pi- 
ty, that  for  want  ot  time,  and  luiiidsto  jvortj^,^rry  li^t'^' 
itcUciiiLigL*  is  drrixtd  from  it.     A  nifdiciii  poiifv,  or  *v 
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least  what  is  so  called,  IS  established  here,  wbieh  ccxi-^ 
^ists  of  an  inspector,  an  operator,  and  an  accoucheur  ; 
their  services  are  perhaps  better  known  to  others  than 
to  me.  How  useful  might  a  man  with  a  good  head  and 
a  benevolent  heart  make  himself  in  such  a  situation. 
A3  long,  however,  as  tlie  higher  powers  do  not  trouble 
themselves  with  taking  care  to  appoint  to  such  posts 
men  of  knowledge  and  zeal  to  labour  properly  in  their 
vocations,  the  community  must  fail  of  deriving  all  the 
advantages  that  might  be  derived  from  them,  and  know- 
ledge  must  be  deprived  of  many  valuable  observations. 

The  tovin  of  Irkutsk  carries  on  a  very  considerable 
trade.  It  is  tlie  general  depot  of  all  the  furs  from  Ame- 
rica and  tlie  eastern  parts  of  Asia,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  staple  of  all  the  merchandise  to  be  transported  from 
Russia  through  Kiadhta  to  China,  and  through  Ochotsk 
to  Kamschatka  and  America,  as  well  as  what  is  to  be 
transported  from  those  plac^  to  Russiia.  An  £ur9- 
pean  therefore  will  find  that  he  can  purchase  here  almost 
every  object  to  which  he  has  been  accustomed  in  hid 
native  country.  Even  die  b^st  foreign  wines  were  at 
this*  time  to  be  obtained  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 
Scarcely  however  can  it  admit  of  a  doubt  that  these 
things  are  since  much  changcfdj  Very  bad  wines  arc 
now  sold  at  St.  Petersburgh  for  double  the  price  I  tlicii 
gave  for  the  best  at  Irkutsk.  It  is  not  thercfere  proba- 
ble that  they  remain  at  the  latter  place  -the  same  as  thejr 
then  were. 

The  mode  of  living  among  thfe  inhabitants  has  seve- 
ral peculiarities.  Here  are  many  Oriental  custon^is, 
and  very  little  happiness.  The  greatest  distrust  of  each 
other  prevails  aniong  the  people  of  all  ranks.  A  stran- 
ger seldom  sees  die  wives  and  daughters  of  the  most 
distinguished  citizens,  excepting  at  public  festivals 
balls,  weddings,  chr'rstenings,  or'at  church ;  in  a  social, 
circle  they  are  never  to  be  seeit.  The  place  abounds 
with  unhappy  exiles.  They  arie  left  entirely  at  liberty  ; 
some  by  their  industry  have  acquired  property :  among 
them  may  be  found  the  most  skilful  artisans  and  me- 
^hanics  of  every  kind.  Irkutsk  lies  In  latitude  52^ 
north,  consequciitly  not  in  a  very  rugged  and  ungenial 
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climate.  T^  suipmer  is  plciraaiit,  and  upop  the  whok 
it  is  voy  &r  from  being  the  horrible  abode  whicfa  is  ge- 
nemlly  wpposcd.  The  country  abtout  produces  a  su- 
perabuiKlwoe  of  corn ;  and  diose  who  wis|i  for  huu- 
rics,  and  have  the  m^aps  of  affi)rdiog  them,  may  pur. 
chase  them  at  a  veiy  reasonable  rate. 

The  pbn  of  my  boQk,  and  the  limits  to  which  J  I^jvci 
circumscribed  myself^  will  not  permit  me  to  enter  inm 
an  account  of  daily  occurrences  during  the  renuiinden 
« of  my  joutiney .  A  hasty  winter  progress,  suehas  dudc 
was,  furnishes  besides  few  observations  and  occumt- 
oes  worthy  of  being  recorded,  an4  such  observatioc^ 
as  I  n^ht  have  to  offer  have  beqi  antiqpi(ted  by  far- 
mer travellers,  who  bad  iqone  ietsure  to  examine  thii^ 
carefully.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  after  sti^ing  soooft 
days  at  Irkutsk,  I  set  off  on  the  twenty-eigMh  of  Au- 
gust, 1807,  to  visMt  the  Russio- Chinese  frontier  town  of 
j^chta,  whence  I  returned  to  irkut^  on  .the  t^tlfib 
'  of  September. 

My  vipws  were  no^  directed  towards  St  Peters- 
buigh,  as  my  principal  qbject ;  J|Kit  as  I  had  a  gteit 
deal  of  luggage,  1  was  strongly  ^dvijsed  tp  w^  till  the 
hedges  could  begin  to  run,  since  I  must  otherwise  t»- 
veLin  the  autunm,  when  the  rains  would  have  nv^  the 
roads  so  bad,  that  I  should  only  be  ab)e  to  pitxxed  ve- 
ry slowly.  To  these  reasons  i  foupd  n\y^lC  compel* 
-  led  to  yield,  and  did  not  therefore  quit  t)ie  capital  d 
Siberia  till  the  twenty- second  of  Movember,  w))enj 
«et  off  with  the  first  sledges.  The  posts  ^Pg  tt^s 
route  are  extremely  well  regulated. 

On  the  twenty-sevepth  I  arrived  at  Ki;9sn(]jan»k,  a 
to^bly  regular  built  town,  on  the  river  Jenisiiei*  It 
stands  in  a  dutiful  apd  fertile  valley,  and  conuinsfive 
hundred  houses,rand .  four  chprches.  (t  wa$  nepderqd 
remarkable  to  me  as  haviuR  bem  jthe  pUoe  where  the 
Chamberlain  Von  RquinQ^Jofst  hi^life  in  the  preced- 
ing March,  I  had  scarcely  alighted  at  the  quarters  asr 
signed  to  me  by.  the  police,  when  \  received  a  v]3it  from 
the  principal  magistrate  oif  the  place.  Counsellor  Keller. 
This  visit  gave  me  the  greater  delight,  as  Mound  thai 
l|t  was  a  native  of  Frankfort.    I  slopped  lor  tbeaigbt 
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at  Krasnojarsk,  supping  ^th  my  counttyman,  and  on 
the  twenty-eighth,  in  the  morning,  visited  the  tomb 
of  the  Baron  Von  Resano£  It  is  a  large  stone,  id 
the  fashion  of  an  altar,  but  without  any  inscription. 

On  the  first  of  December  I  arrived  at  Tomsk,  and 
passed  a  few  da^s  after  over  the  Barabm  heathy  where 
a  terrible  murnon  rages  ;dmost  every  summer  among 
the  catde.  My  firiend,  Doctor  Bojanus,  Professcx*  m 
^  the  Veterinary  Art  at  Wihui)  considers  it  as  a  diseaae 
.  of  the  spleen.  On  the  deventh  of  December  I 
^reached  Tobolsk,  the  ancient  capital  of  Siberia,  where 
J  became  acouainted  with  the  Governor-General  of 
Siberia,  M*  Vpn  Pestel.  I  found  him  extremely 
polite,  and  beseemed  much  interested  by  the  inform- 
ation I  had  the  honour  of  givine  him  respecting  the 
remote  parts  of  his  government,  particularly  iGms- 
chatka*  In  compliance  with  his  fi*iendly  invitation 
I  stayed  at  Tobolsk  longer  than  I  intended,^  and  found 
^  the  dsLys  that  I  passed  with  him  and  his  amiable  &mi- 
ly.  by  far  the  most  agreeable  that  I  had  experienced 
for  a  long  tiine«  To  a  traveller  who  had  lived  aljnost 
among  savages  for  some  years,  nothing  could  be 
more  delightful  than  the  socie^  of  so  amiable  a 
woman  as  Madame  Von  Pestel.  It  was  not  without 
great  regret,  and  being  deeply  affected,  that  I.  parted 
&om  this  charming  couple  on  the  twenty-second  of 
February,  1808,  to  proceed  on  my  journey. 

On  the  first  of  March  I  arrived  at  the  fine  town  of 
Kasan;  on  the  eighth  I  reached  Moscow,  and  atlength, 
on  the  sixteenth  of  the  same  month,  entered  Peters- 
biu'gh.  Thus  did  I  first  become  acquaint^  with  the 
magnificent  imperial  city,  the  most  splendid  in  all  the 
Russfan  empire,  after  having  traversed  that  vast  em- 
pire through  its  whde  extent  from  east  to  west. 
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A 

^cafiuicoj  farmeriy  a  rery  unwholeiome  spot,  now  chuiged) 
476. 

^'«o,  or  AYnUy  a  number  of  tribes  on  the  trestem  coast  of 
Asia,  sa  called,  375,  and  note— A  mild  and  beneyolent  race, 
16— Kept  in  great  subjection  by  the  Japanese  settlers,  285. 

Mbairo$ay  curious  particulars  in  the  Natural  History  of  this 
bird,  S9U  ' 

Aieutian9^  the  tyranny  exercised  over  them  by  the  Russians^ 
363.— Affecting  anecdote  of  three  at  Ochotsk,  578. 

Meutian  laiandsj  enumeration  of  the  authors  that  particularly 
treat  of  themi  311. 

Mocy  large  American,  curious  painting  of  one  at  St.  Francisco, 
431. 

American  Seamen^  numbers  settled  in  Owhyhee,  1 65, 

jimerican  Fesaelf  great  mistake  made  by  one  in  the  longitude, 
40 

Anifoa  Bay^  in  the  island  of  Tschoka;  the  ship  anchors  there, 
38^2—- Dinner  of  a  party  that  went  on  shore  with  somb  Ja* 
panose  merchants,  384. 

Anthro/tofihagiam^  the  nations  that  have  been  guilty  of  it,  139 
—Motives  that  lead  to  it,  130— Particular  and  extraordinary 
instances  of  it,  131. 

Archificlago  of  King  Qeorge  the  Third,  geographical  sketch 
of,  401. 

Jiomcrif  a  small  island  off  Santa  Catharba,  43  and  44. 

jtiuatii  an  evil  spit  it  so  called  at  Nukahiwa,  137. 

Audienecy  the  first  given  to  the  Russian  Ambassador  at  Japan, 
358— The  second,  359— The  third,  284. 

Aurora  Boreaiisy  a  very  uncommon  one  seen  upon  the  voyage, 
19.  ^ 

Author^  the,  goes  to  Portugal  with  Prince  Waldeck,  Introduc- 
tion, vii— His  love  of  Natural  History,  id.— Settles  at  Lisbon 
as  a  Physician,  t3w— Appointed  Surgeon  to  an  English  corps,. 
ib  —Returns  to  Germany,  viii— Applies  for  an  appointment 
in  the  Russian  expedition,  id.- Is  disappointed  of  obtaining 
it,  i6.— -Resolves  to  meet  the  ship's  company  at  Copenhagen, 
ix— Obtains  the  ambassador's  consent  to  his -joining  them,  ib, 

K  3 


UIBtXZ. 

•—-Reiolves  to  qait   Captain  Knueaatem   and   aecoivpa- 
ny  the  Baron  Vod  ResanofTi  308— His  feelinga  on  arri^ 
iog  at  Kodiak,  353*«H!8  reflections  on  the  Rusaio-Amcii* 
can  tradmg  company,  363— ^His  remonstrances  cooccming 
the  ilUtreatroent  of  the  PromiischlenilLS,  383— Detenniiies 
to  visit  the  Kaluschians  of  Norfolk  Sound,  400— -Seta   out 
upon  the  expedition,  403— Reception  at  their  feitreaat  407 
—Returns  from  this  visit,  414«^oins  the  expedition  to  Call- 
fomia,  4J  6— Explores  Havre-de-Gray,  419— Danger  ia  re- 
turning Vq  the  ship,  431— -His  ideas  respecting  a  trade  be- 
tween  the  Russian  and  Spanish  settlements  on  the  westeni 
coast  of  America,  457— His  visit  to  the  Mission  of  St.  Jo^ 
■eph  in  California,  463— Dangers  encountered  in  his  retain^ 
468 — Determines  to  leave  Sitcha  with  Captain  Dwol(  490 
*->His  joy  ^t  departing  thence,  491— His  danger  of  being 
lost  in  a  fo^  at  sea,  509— Arrives  again  at  Ramschatka,  510 
—Makes  a  tour  over  Kamschatka,  553— His  refiectiqpseD 
the  advantages  that  Russia  might  derive  from  that  aHiotiy» 
557— He  visits  the  Coraks,  564-*He  leaves  Kamschatka, 
573— Arrives  at  Ochotsk,  574— Sets  out  from  thence  on  his 
return  through  Siberia  to  Europe,  579*-^Arrivea.at  St.  Pe- 

.  tersburgh,  617. 

Awafcha^  the  bay  of,  in  Kamschatka;  arrival  of  the  veael 
there,  171. 

B. 

jBachicj  a  Kam^hadale  dance  and  song,  551. 

Baidara^j  or  leather  boats  of  the  Aleutians,  341. 

Baidarkaty  or  leather  canoes  of  the  Aleutians,  340. 

Balloon^  one  sent  up  by  the  author  at  Japan,  347. 

BalUy  shot  from  bows  instead  of  arrows,  53— Extraordinary  in* 

stances  of  dexterity  in  shooting  with  them,  i^. 
Bananaay  various  ways  of  dressing  them  in  Brazil,  59— The 

leaves  of  the  tree  used  as  parasols  at  Nukahiwa,  108. 
BandeauMy  made  of  feathers,  worn  by  the  Indians  in  California, 

441. 
Banjo9y  or  Opperbanjos,  a  title  given  to  a  certain  clasa  of  per^ 

sons  in  Japan,  194— The  Russians  on  their  arrival  questiooed 

by  them,  195. 
Barregoy  a  favouiite  danCe  among  the  Spaniards  at  California, 

455. 
Bear^  one  taken  at  St.  Francisco  to  fight  with  a  bull,  454— lis 

death,  455. 
Bearay  several  sorts  at  the  Island  of  Kodiak,  366— Numbers  at 

Kamschatka,  and  the  uses  majfe  of  them«  5 1 7. 
Berries.,  great  variety  of,  at  Oonalashka,  334— And  at  ^aro- 

schatka,  523.  * 

Birch'tr^ea^  canoes  made   of  the    bark   by  the  Jakutschlans, 

594— Various  other  purposes  for  which  the  bark  ia  used, 

595. 


^frof-^fMer,  an  insect  iir  Brazil,  curious  account  of  it»  74. 

JSiai9<i  St  the  most  unhealthy  part  of  California^  475. 

BQlchereUk^  fbrmerlyHhe  principal  town  of  Kamsqhatka,  570. 

Botanic  Oardetij  account  of  one  at  Teneriffet  30— Plan  of  the 
establishinent  to  familiarize  the  plants  of  hot  countries  with 
colder  ones,  ib, 

Boimnie  Gardetij  one  at  Irkutsk,  614. 

Bam0f  a  particular  sort  used  at  Santa  Catharina,  53. 

Brandy  always  rejected  by  the  Kaluscluans  on  accost  of  its  in- 
toxicating quality,  396  and  413. 

Braukij  or  fiuratians,  a  Mongul  tribe  in  Siberia,  613. 

itrazi/,  Continent  of,  beauty  of  the  country,  6 1«— Variety  and 
beauty  of  the  natural  productions,  6 1  and  69. 

il^«mf^tfi7,orieof  the  most  essential  articles  of  food  at  Nuka- 
Uwa,  1 16— Description  of  it,  t^.— Principal  modes  of  cook- 
ing it,  116  and  117. 

Bug9j  great  numbers  at  the  Island  of  Kodiak,  367. 

BuU^ht$  in  California,  455. 

Burailan§f  or  Bratski,  a  Mongul  tribe  in  Siberia,  613. 

Buiier/lk9f  numbers  seen  at  sixty  miles  from  the  coast  of  Bra* 
zil,  41— -Various  kinds  in  that  country,  and  particularly  beau-^ 
tiful,  43,  60,  ib.  63,  75,  76. 

ButurJly-netB^  the  proper  ones  required  in  Brazil.  . 


C. 

Caboccoioty  the  native  inhabitants  of  Santa  Catharina,  48-— Their 

inroads  upon  the  settlers,  ib. 
CahHt  Jean  Baptiste,  a  French  sailor  found  on  the  island  of  Nu- 

kaliiwa,  93 — Almost  naturalized  there,  94  and  95— slightly 

andirregularly  tattooed,  1 14— Suspected  of  eating  human  flesht 

135— Superstitions  imtdbed  by  him,  143— Carried  away  by 

accident  from  Nukahiwa,  161— He  refuses  to  remain  at 

Owhyhee,  163. 
Cadeirinhaai  a  species  of  chair  used  at  Santa  Catharina,  54. 
Cmmeij  wonderful  story  told  the  author  concen4pg  one,  589. 
Caameva'-rootj  or  Tapioca,  a  material  article  of  food  at  Santa 

Catharina,  46. 
Cataiina-crameriy  an  extraordinary  species  of  butterfly  that 

emits  froth,  76. 
Cuttle^  a  great  number  bred  at  Santa  Catharina,  47«^uffercd 

to  ran  wild,  f5.-— Manner  of  catching  them.  ib. 
Child-birth  at  Nukahiwa,  customs  obsenrea  on  the  occasion, 

188. 
Chine9e  junkMy  very  heavy  clumsy  vessels,  305  and  838. 
CiroifncUiony  a  custom  observed  at- Nukahiwa,  143. 
ClMra  Santa,  Missioft  of,  in  California,  433. 
Cloathing  of  the  inhabitants  of  Oonahshka,  S43-^The  feather 


garpentsi  344— The  leaUier  bfeechet*  S56-»nie  baotaf  H^ 

The  rain  prmeDtSi  337<— The  wooden  hat,  ib, 
Codt-^/lghis  in  California*  455. 

Coffin^j  mode  of  hangbg  them  to  the  trees  in  Siberia,  599. 
Columbia-river i  the  author  disappointed  of  visiting  it*  498. 
Com/Utmenu,  the  manner  of  making  them  in  Japan,  196— All 

persons  compelled  to  make  them  to  persons  of  distiiictkB, 
.  SOO— Description  of  one  made  to  the  ftuasiw  ambassadoTi 

820. 
Cancubincii  male  ones,  common  at  Oonalashkat  345— 4Still  more 

frequent  at  Kodiak,  358. 
Cofustva-baUamy  or  balsam  of  TolU}  cuiuvated  at  Santa  Cathi* 

rina,  5l>note. 
Corak9y  a  wandering  nation  on  the  borders  of  KamsobadUf  5(5 

—Their  manners  and  customsi  564— Their  hittSj  565— The 

various  uses  theV  make  of  the  reindeer^  566— Their  mign- 

tionsi  567— Their  weapops>  i^.— Their  sbging  and  dancing) 

ib. 
Coral^anakej  a  very  venomous  ftptile  in  Brazil,  73. 
CornU^  mineraUf  a  complete  collection  of,  posaeased  bf  Coim* 
.  aellor  Klaproth  of  Berlin,  20,  note. 

Coronation^  festivkl  o^  the  Rusuan  Emperor's  celebrated)  183. 
Cotton-wooly  inconvenient  machine  used  by  tbe  BrasilkittiD 

preparing  it,  67. 
Country  dancet^  English  ones  introduced  by  the  anthor  at  St. 

Francisco,  454— and  in  Kams^hatka,  551. 
Cow-fiox  introduced  19  Califimb,  477. 
CriminaU  exiled  to  Ochotsk,  their  horrid  appearance,  575. 
Cuovn  del  Gcio,  a  cut ioua  cavern  in  the  Peak  of  Teoeriffc,  SS^ 

D. 

Dairiy  tbe  spiritual  sovereigti  of  Japan,  his  intrigues,  245. 

Dance  of  the  Kaluschians  at.Xorfolk  Soui^^  398— Of  the  lo- 
'  diahs  in  California^  464-^National  dance  of  the  Kamscha- 
dales,  551. 

Dances^  those  of  tbe  negroes  at  Santa  Catharinai  55— Those  of 
the  Nukahiwans,  >58-«-^That  of  the  Kamachadales,  175. 

Dangereuse  Laj  a  rock  mentioned  by  La  lferouse»281. . 

David(ifscad  Schwoatoff,  Lieutei^ants,  their  voyages  between 
Aslaihd  America,  309— Their  kindness  to  t^  author}  310 
—Th^. expeditions  against  the  Japanese  fiettlementSi  54( 
and  54^— llieir  return  to  St.  Petersbur^h,  549h'^AQ<)  ^^' 
lancholy  fate^  550. 

DeeTy  a  mode  of  catching  them  practised  by  the  Indians  of  Ca- 
lifornia, 467. 

Dog-fiahy  two  very  large  ones  caught  in  the  Pacific  Oceao* 
168  and  169. 

Dogi^  tlie  di*aught  dogs  of  Kannschatka,  527.' 
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jDragon*9'blQod  tree^  ft  v^rj  remarkable  one  in  the  istond  oC 

Teneriffe,  31. 
JDvfo[f^  captain^  an  American,  his  ship  a]>d  cargo.  pttrcha3ed  at 

Sitcha,  377— Accompanies  the  author  to  .visit  the  K.alu«chi« 

ana^  400— Quits  Sitcha  for  Ochotski  488*-Ol)liged  to  change 

his  deatiaationi  603. 

Maglt^  white4ieaded,  common  at  Norfolk  Sound,  3il9« 
£arth'hut9^  description  of  those  at  the  Island  of  St«  Paul,  .3S0 

•^Of  those  at  Oonalashka,  332. 
Mart^^nut^  much  cultivated  at  Santa  CatharinS)  4^. 
JStirthguake^  a  shock  pf*  felt  by  the  author  at  Kamschatkai  5$(k. 
Matter  laland^  extravagant  account  given  of  the  natives  by  the 

first  discoverers,  84 
JEccleeiasticSi  very  few  at  Santa  Catharina,  5^^ 
Mgg9  of  sea-birds,  manner  of  preserving  theip  at  St.  Patil,  335. 
£lectrical  machme^  the  Japanese  particularly  interested  by  ooe^ 

203. 
JEmbiiamfy  the  Rusuan,  to  Japan,  circumstances  thnt  led  to  it, 

177. 
JEmfieror  qfJapan^  bis  name  never  knowi^  during  his  life,  307. 
JSgtMtory  the,  passed  for  the  first  time^by  a  RussiaQ  ship,  37— 

Ceremonies  observed  on  the  occasion,  iA,  and  38. 

jFalmouthf  desqriptioii  pf  thi^t  towoi  30-«{'isb  brought  to  mar- 
ket there,  31. 
Feather  garments,  worn  at  Oooidashka,  336'»W0m  also  in 

Califiomia,  4S9-^Feather  bandeaus  worn  by  the.  Indiana  in 

California,  441. 
Figure*  cut  by  the  Aleuttanafrom  sea-oowa'  teeth^  343. 
Firigersi  used  very  much  in  eatii|g  at  Santa  Catharina,  66. 
Fhhy  great  abundance  bK^ught  to  market  at  Sftnta  Cniz,  SS-*- 

Different  sorts  omen  at,  Santa  Catharina,  77-^Not  eaten  at 

Nukahiwa,  but  in  cases  of  necessityt  1  IS, 
Fish^  incredible  quantities  at  Kamschatka,  53  l^The  pits  offish 

made  for  the  dogs,  533. 
FUheries^  strange  neglect  of  ^bem  at  Kamschatka,  j$3l* 
Fiahing'TietM  of  horse  hair  used  by  the  Jakutschians,  S9j^« 
Fid^  Prince  c^,  at  Japan,  hia  bos)^  pftrticularly  splendidf  31S---' 

Description  of  it,  336— The  ambassador  goes  in  it  to  Nan- 

gasaki,  356— The  town  hung  p«Jrtty  with  hb  arms,  ib* 
Foot-bathMf  very  much   used  at  Sattta  Catharina,  54-*The 

author's  delight  in  one,  59.* 
Forfts^  often  burnt  io  Siberia*  SQ^^On^  passcdi  l^  the  author, 

as  it  was  burning, .  490. 
ForeMt*tree9f  great  abundance  in  Kamschatka,  924* 


INDEX. 

Fortre99e9j  the  coMtnicdons  b  Japin  ao  called,  30K 

Foxf^  great  Variety  at  Kodiak,  365— Following  the  cows 
about  in  California,  463. 

FrancUcOy  St,  the  Spanish  Settlement  ot^  429— MisaiaD  of  Sc. 
Francisco,  43 1 — Curious  picture  there,  t^.— -Zeal  of  the  Wi- 
thers, 43S— ^The  Indian  villages  or  Rancherias,  434— Vast 
numbers  of  Cattle,  444— Manner  of  catching  them,  »*.^-In- 
tended  bear-fight,  454— Bull-fights,  455— Geographical 
sketch  of  the  bay  and  river,  473— Want  of  medical  assist- 
ance, 476 — No  midwives,  478«-»Disea8e8  that  prefail  there, 
flft.*-Aiumals,  430. 

Frog  J  delight  occasioned  by  the  croaking  of  one,  470. 

Frothy  emitted  by  an  extraordinary  species  of  butterfly,^  76. 

Funerai  ceremonieMfXbose  observed  at  Nukahiwa,  139  and  140. 

G. 

Garaehieoy  harbour  of,  at  Teneriffe,  choaked  with  lava,  34. 
Geografihyj  very  much  attended  to  by  the  Japanese,  204  and 

311. 
GeogntfUncal  sketch  of  the  Archipelago  of  King  Geoige  the 

Third,  401— Of  the  bay  and  river  of  St  Francisco,  47^4 
Girl9  of  Alaksa,  very  easy  m  conferring  their  fiivours,  499. 
Globe^  a  pocket  one,  very  much  admir^  by  the  Japanese,  304. 
Gold  and  Sitver  Itiandty  sought  for  in  vain  by  Captain  Kraseo- 

stem,  169. 
Grazing'filaceM  in  Siberia,  where  the  caravans  stop,  580. 
Grey  SqtdrreUy  skins  of,  collected  in  Siberia,  ib.^^K  gr^ 

many  of  these  animals  about  Omoloi*  a  town  on  the  river 

Lena,  613. 
GroUoe9y  sevend  among  the  mountains  of  Teneriffe,  36— Sup- 
^     posed  to  have  been  the  ancient  habitations  of  the  Guanches, 

id. 
Guanche9,  the  original  inhabitants  of  Teneriffe,  37— Smne  ge- 
nuine descendants  of  them  still  existing,  t^. 
GnH9j  those  of  Japan  fired  with  lighted  matches,  334. 
G»is«,  English  ones  to  be  procured  very  cheap  bom  the  Ka- 

luschians  of  Norfi>tk  Sound,  413. 

H. 

Mandiera/i'Worll:fr9j  numbers  amo^g  the  Russian  exiles  at  Ko- 
diak, 360. 

^brSoure^  several  good  ones  enumerated  in  the  island  of  Nu- 
kabiwa,101. 

Harp  Mountmny  a  curious  one  so  called  in  Siberia,  607. 

Havre  dc  Gray^  dangers  incurred  by  the  author  in  exploring 
it,  430. 

Htrring9j  immense  (juantities  dried  on  the  island  of  Jesso,  367. 

Horner^  Dr.  hb  ments  as  an  astronomer,  44. 


IITDBX. 

Hor$€9^  grett  dexterity  of  the  Jakutachiaii  hones  in  swimmkig) 

HoT^t^hakr^  bunches  ef^  tied  to  the  trees  in  Siberia,  588. 
Hot'9/irk^9  at  Parantdnka  in  Kamschatka,  545— And  at  Mai- 

ka,  552. 
tIou9t%y  manner  of  building  them  at  Ni^^ahiwa,  118. 
Jiuman-'Jlnhy  eaten  at  Nukahiwa,  117  and  135. 

I. 

lee^^voBey,  a  culioi»  one  in  Siberia,  describedi  586— ^Another 
588. 

Jcr-«Aoe«,  those  worn  at  Kamschatka,  543. 

Icey  a  quantity  of  floating,  seen  from  the  ship,  386. 

IndianM  of  St.  Francisco  in  California,  439— -A  very  ugly  and 
stu^nd  race,  440— Very  fond  of  ornaments,  441 — Their  game 
of  Tussi,  443-«»Manner  of  employing  them  at  the  Mission, 
444.i«.Their  frequent  attempts  at  escape,  445— Of  weakly 
constitutions,  and  subjeot  to  depression  of  spirits^  476— The 
Measles  very  fatal  among  them,  47f . 

indiantf  of  St.  Joseph,  much  handsomer  thisn  those  fjf  St  Fr«a« 
Cisco,  465— >Very  expert  marksmen,  466— Their  mode  of 
catching  deer,  467. 

In»e€t9y  none  seen  by  the  author  at  Oonalashka,  348. 

Interfiretersy  a  number  of  oflicial  ones  at  Japan,  194,  note. 

Inundation^  a  terrible  one  in  Kamschatka,  553— >One  at  Ocotsk, 
575— Terrible  ones  about  Markoffski,  a  town  on  the  river 
Lena,  611 

/ribf/«it,  fine  distant  view  of  the  town,  613*— The  seat  of  go-* 
vemment  in  Siberia,  1^.— The  Japanese  language  taught 
there,  614-^A  Russian  theatre,  i^.^-A  medical  police  and 
Botanic  Garden,  615— A  place  of  considerable  trade,  ib^^ 
The  inhabitants  very  suspicious,  f^i^-^The  climate  not  so  bad 
as  generally  supposed,  616. 
Ulgndt  remarkable  accotint  of  a  new  one  formed  near  Oonalash- 
ka, 503. 

J. 

Jakuuky  town  of,  makes  a  handsome  appearance  at  a  distance, 
599— 'Ruined  fortresses  near  the  town,  ^^«— Often  overflow- 
ed by  the  Lena,  f'3.— The  cold  very  great,  600^-Tbe  draw- 
wells  never  wholly  thawed,  ib. 

Jafutneaey  some  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Kamschatka,  177— 
Carried  home  by  Lieutenat^t  Laxman,  t^.— Others  wrecked 
on  the  same  coast,  180— Five  of  them  carried  home  by  Cap- 
tain Krusenstem,  181,  note— -First  visit  of  some  to  the  Rus- 
sian ship,  191— Particular  attention  of  these  people  to  ma- 
king compliments,  195— The  Russians  required  by  them  to 
give  up  their  arms  and  powder,  1 97— Those  carried  home  by 
the  Russians  reproved  for  misconduct,  303 — ^Great  attention 
of  the  Japanese  to  Geography,  21 1— The  boys  early  expert 


at  meciiamcal  oe^[i|AUoii8t  S9i<-^^akie  af  tfie  Hpmam  h 
preters  wishes  much  to  travel,  236-*-ODe  of  those  brought 
from  Rttssm  attempts  to  destit>3r  himselA  "MS-^Soni*  acttM 
u{)k)n  the  Island  of  Jesao,  276^-aiid  upcto  the  Isbnd  of  TscImk 
kat  283. 

Ja/Umeae  language  taught  at  Irkutsk*  614. 

Ja/ianese  settlelnefifB  cm  the  Kviile  lalandsy  plnndeted  taf  te 
Russians,  547  ahd  548. 

Je$aOi  island  of,  appearance  of  die  countcf,  2T1. 

J^^,St^  Mission  ef,  in  Caiifctmia,  lr63^^Danceof  ttein* 
dians  there,  464.         , 

Journey  through  Siberia,  dilBeulties  attendiiig  it^  S7f  • 

JukoUij  a  sort  of  dried  fish  is  Kamacfattka,  533. 

K. 

Kacka^,9L  sort  of  charm  used  at  Nukadiiwa  deaefttied«  I40w 

£aJtuhi  a  flort  of  food  made  from  the  bread -fimll^  1 17. 

MkluacMttn^fii  Norfolk  Sound,  contests  between  them  ttad  the 
Russians,  372 — Finally  vanquishedv  374*-*-Their  trade  with 
the  Aiberican  Stateii,  375-i«*Tfaeir  viaita  to  the  RQanan  Set* 
dement,  395— Description  of  these  people,  3M«»Their 
cloathing,  f 97'~Their  dances,  398— Estraordiaavf  Iqiena- 
ment  of  ^e*  women,  399*«The  author  visits  their  fortreas, 
407— »-Deacription  of  H,  41  (^—Farther  account  of  theae  peo- 
ple, 41 1— Understand  the  use  and  choice  of  a  gnnpeiiecdj, 
413— Fond  of  the  Eur^^n  teilor^s  drei8>  id^f^ThA  umh 
ners  and  customs,  413. 

Kamweha^kat  aspect  ef  the  eountsy  in  appniaehiiig  it,  If  i^ 
.  Difficulties  found  bf  the  author  i»  exploring  thecoimtrff  174 
-*Its  political  situatiOn^^K— »Not  sopoor  a  -cobntrjr  as  ia  ge- 
nerally imagined!  l75-**Disett882iHia  feqieetii^  the  di* 
mate  and  country,  5 1 3— -Animal  productions,  5 1 7— IncredfiUe 
quantities  of  fish,  53 1— Strange  neglect  of  the  fiaherie%  f4.i— 
Quantity  of  aea-birdsf  533-^yegetable  productions,  593— 
Forest  trees,  534-<->Mineral  kingdom,  535«-The  draught 
dogs,  537—- The  post-stations  for  dogs,  535— The  sledges, 
541— -National  dance^  551. 

JSermeSi  the  Dutch  name  for  a  Japttiese  foslival^  SOS. 

iCfacArtf)  a  town  on  .the  frontiers  of  ChiiMi  vittted  fay  the  audior, 
616. 

JS^g  George  the  Third*^  Archipelago,  geograpluc^aketch  of 
it,  401. 

JQrenkay  a  small  town  in  Siberia,  described,  611. 

jrtutachi^  a  fitmous  volcano  in  Kamschatka,  555*    * 

KUtfiroth^  Counsellor,  of  Berlin,  his  .collection  of  Corfush  mi- 
nerals, 30,  note. 

KotHaky  Island  of,  first  establishment  of  Ae  Rtisrans  theae, 
353— Depopulation  since  it  has  belonged  to  them»  355«»Na* 


Nature  of  the  8oil,  id^^-^Tht  inhabitants,  t^.— Their  cle>athtng« 
t^.~Thdr  cttibeat  3»7~VeTy  Ibnii  of  hnM%  id.-^Pw^ 
noMonona  idteropunte  between  file  aexes,  SM — ^Not  checked 
by  the  Russians,  td.-^Occupations  of  the  inhabitants,  fd.— 
Animal  atid'Vegelable  prodoc^ona,  399— Schoefo  histittrted 
.  theffe,  Mtik*-4iV^a»y  and'  Museom,  3§9^-I.Ast  Tklt  of  th6 
author  to  the  island,  491— -The  schools  not  found  to  adawe^y 

MBmMcy  a  aart  of  food  eaten  at  Jcaai»>  aMwIa  fitsn  a  speeiel  of 

J^icu^i  271,  note.  ' 

Kraunojar^k.    Death  of  M.  Von  Resanoff  there,    94T-^Hvi 

Kmb  Tisiced  by  the  anther,  91d^A  tolanlU]^  walUhuSt  toWf^^ 

OB  the  river  Jeaeaei,  ^. 
KuJtak,   bay  e^   e»  the  penlmula  6t  Albftaa^    49f-<>^Ebi(f* 

faearlDdMaa  ctf  tlie-peo{4c^  i^.— *Very  muek  depop^faft^  4ft 

•M-Tke  gifla  Tavy  easy  in  confto*!!!^  their  ftnrottra,  4M. 

li 

JLaniem9^  small  paper  oms  rwj  mti^  uaediii  Apan^  l|(4i 

JLmiidOf  a  diseaae  eetnmoti  In  Criilbmiai  4f  •• 

I^auaf  the  houses  at  Santa-Cruz  built,  and  tha  atrettta  paf  ^d 

with  il,  M^A  qvantltjr  of  i4t3rtied  Itva  about  the  969k  ^ 

Tmefiffa,  39. 
JLeoiker  Canou,  or  baldarlna  of  the  Aleutians^  H^l^^laaMt 

leather  boatS)  Of  bridaras,  Mf. 
jL«fiB,  tha  fifw,  ka  gvaat  breadth  at  the  town  of  JAutaky  S9f 

-—Many  beautiful  landscapes  on  ita  fcauks^  dl  l<A«^BecMi^  H 

wy  incensUnNible  stream  at  Klitichuk,  613. 
Ufi'Omamau^  axtraardoaiy  ane  of  the  IhluseMan  womeoi 

399. 
Lobsterj  the,  conddered  at  Japan,  as  the  emblem  of  healtb* 

S46. 

I* 

MaU  {^amtubkiMf  yaryeomnoii  in  the  Island  of  Oomdaahka^. 

345-^ull  more  common  at  Kediak)  Sit. 
Mtndheih  Mothaf*  name  for  taph^a,  or  caaaava^root,  4d; 
Markoffhid^  a  town  on  the  river  Lena,  ver]^  subject  to  inudddr 

taons,Sll. 
JMbrfid^Myfonttoftiiemat'NukahlWa;  199; 
Metuleay  very  fatal  among  the  Indians  of  CaHfbmia,  47f . 
MechafAc4  in  a  very  low  state  at  Brazil,  fiT-^fnconvenience  af 

ail  the  implements  lor  mechanical  trades,  ib. 
Medical  asMstancf^  great  wantof  it  at  St.  Francisco,  476. 
^edkme^i  gteat  want  of  them  at  Kam'sChatka,  55f* 
Midmne^  a  great  number  In  the  Pi^cMia  Ocean,  IM. 

It  3 


4ftfawH  &mu%^am  of  the  tmhttiirfar^t  hoaie  IHmbi  S3l^ 

and  339. 
Mdmve9y  none  at  St.  FraociioOi  47Sv 
Military  eicpeditions  of  di80ovoi7».80iit  out  by  the  MUiinwrieB 

of  CtUfernia,  473. 
Mlkowoi^  ft  flourishiiiifpvUUige  in  Kamscfaaikftt  SS4. 
i^l^BteiUy  mimbero  cftrriod  to  Kodiak  by  a  Bniiiae  aUp 

367. 
MinrraUi  the  Yartous  aorta  in  tbemomitaina  of  Teaniffe^S^— 

finumeratkm  of  aome  fouad  on  the  ialaiid  of  St.  Paul,  3SS-. 

And  at  Oonalaahka*  331— Abundance  in  the  neighboorhood 

of  Ochotak,  577. 
iiQUutqum^  a  gneat  variety  aeon  by  the  author  in  the  Adinu^ 

4l«— Alio  between  Owhyhee  and  KAmsehatka^  IM. 
Mimgoyier^  one  made  by  the  author  at  Japan,  347. 
fionk%j  two  con  Venta  of,  at  Santa-CruB»  SO^-^A  monaatery  of  Da* 

minlcana  in  another  pan  of  Teaerife,  iO    Of  CaflfaBi% 

their  aeal  in  propagating;  their  faith,  443« 
Mbtt,  the  undigested,  found  in  the  entrails  of  rein-deer  ;  aBa^ 
•  tide  of  food  among  the  Coraka,  505. 
Mountains^  in  the  island  of  St  Paul,  their  compoutibo,  333— 

Those  of  Oonalashka,  S3t«-.ThoBe  at  Kodiak,  granito  sad 

•  achiatus,  355. 

Murrain,  a  terrible  one  among  the  cattle  in  Sibesiat  5SA. 
Mufau  Dafiutakavaf  an  inhabitant  of  Nukahiwa,  hia  oaimswS* 

*  nar/ stature,  104-^Hisproportiona  the  aameaa  the  ApaNo  of 
BelTedere,  46, — The  particulars  of  them,  I05-— Shorter  hf  t 
head  than  another  Nukahiwan,  104— Hia  ostraotdiDary  des- 
terity  in  swimmbg,  151. 

Mummies,  curious  dried  ones  found  in  the  iaIaiMl  of  Tenerifti 
S4^«43ometiearly  similar  found  in  London,  37,  note. 

N   f 
MzngoMoki,  a  town  and  harbour  at  Japan,  190— Arrival  of  tfafi 

Russian  vessel  there, ift^— It  anchors  in  the  outer  harbour,  )91 

-*The  to]^  first  seen  by  the  Russians,  3 1 1-i^They  at  length 

anchor  very  near  it,  3S5— Proceasion  of  the  ambaasador  to 

the  governor's  house  there,  357. 
Mktural  HUtory,  obstacles  CKperienced  by  tho  Antbor  in  die 

pursuit  of  it,  479.       *       ,  • 

MituraHitf  obstacles  to  his  pursuits  at  Santa  Cathuina,  43  and 

49— -The  author  meeta  with  an  esGperieoced  one  at  Ria»ly  5f 

— DifiPerem  excursions  made  with  him,  60. 
Miva,  Marquis  de,  his  botanaic  garden  at  Teoeriffie,  SO-i-His 

plan  for  fomiliarLdng  plants  of  hot  cottntriea  with  coMer  ooe% 

ib. 
r^esrr0'9lave9,  a  great  number  at  Santa  Catharina,  50^Whence 

imported,  16.— The  prtcea  at  which  they  are  aold,  l6.«U)fieD 


dances,  55. 

Ahmfao^Mrro,  a  chain  of  noontaina  in  Califbmia,  473. 

A#w  year,'in«mier  of  coMmttiBg  it  in  JapaUf  246  and  34f« 

JVr«P.^vof^«  jrt/^<9  at  Japan,  accoont  of  thmOf  846«»-A  splendid 
one  sent  to  the'RiiaaiaB  ambapaadon  ift. 

JVltcAMy  Jionsdia/ite,  tlie  capital  of  the  peainaidai  556— »Cardi<- 
▼al  there«  a^.^^Ic^  Mils,  iS, 

MfHaMm^  a  sort  of  Sedan^hair  need  in  Japan,  954.    - 

"Mona  SemAorm  d^  DeHtrro^  the  principal  town  of  Santa  Catba* 
rina,  44. 

MikaMwa^  island  of,  aniiral  of  tho  Russian  ship  diere,  •6-— 

.  Visited  by  the  king,  a8-*-6i«ai  nnnibers  of  the  islanders 
come  onboacrdy  Od-^Imponunitf  of  the  woncien,  0O-«-Extent 
of  the  island,  100^— -Its  harboura,  101.  lu  pppuladon,  ^y— 
The  inhabittoCs  a  handsome  race,  lOS  and  104— -EKtraoidi- 
mvy  Btatvre  of  one,  t6^— Another  still  taller,  t6.— Their  ex* 
nression  of  conotenance  pleasing,  106— The  women  hand* 
iaxaor  than4hose  of  Otaheite,  <6#»-The  people. not  natufaQy 
kromi,  but  the  men  soon  stto«bwnt»  107  and  108— The  wo* 
asen  of  dbtinctioA  carefnl  of  their  oomplezions,  t^.«— Their 
BMda  of  bleaching  ihdr  akins  if  tanned,  td— Frequently 
rub  themselves  with  a  yellow  ointment,  t^.-— Tattooing 
brought  to  great  perfectioD  by  the  Nukahiwans,  1 1 1— The 
lahoo  societies,  U4— Cloathmg  of  the  people,  115— Their 
isod,  1  l6'.Thqr oat  human  flesh,  1 17~Their  habitallbna,  1 18 
— •l*heir  fpTcmment,  131  and  132— Their  manner  of  going  to 
battle,  ld7«>*Sosn*  oAar  coaUMas,  138«— Marriages,  139^ 
Funeral  ceremonies,  139  and  140--*Superstitk>ns,  141-^ 
Dnnces,.  143 ■■■Music,  144-«>Measured  strikti^  on  their  bo- 
dies,  147-— Their  musical  instruments,  ib^^^Omt  of  their 

.  popular  songs,  148  and  149— Their  running  on  stilts,  151*^ 
Their  swimming,  ift.*— Their  ornaments,  153 — Their  canoes, 
l54«..V^ry  few  ^piadruped%  156^-Daoger  of  the  ship  on 

>    qfuittbig  the  island,  159. 

Att»«»n  coBvem  of,  at  Teneriffoi  36. 

O 

Qchofk^  its  simation,  574— *The  harbour  bad,  id.- No  good 
water,  575— Xlritninals,  eciled  thither,  s^.— The  dock-yards, 
l^k— MAbundance  of  minerals  in  the  neighbourhood,  577. 

(^mnmtBty  a  yellow  one  much  used  by  the  Nukahiwans,  108. 

OmoUdj  a  town  in  Siberia,  famous  for  grey  sqirrel  skins,  61#. 

4^%$mimhkay  Island  of^-  deacribed,  331— Two  volcanoes  thera^ 
i6«— Th^inhabitants  between  Mongols  and  Americans,  332 
— >No  wood  but  what  is  drifted  thither  by  the  sea,  fd.^— Their 
ear^  habitations,  /6— Rapid  decrease  of  the  population,  433 
Tiieir  food,  t^.^— Variety  of  befries,  334-^Number  of  wild 
leeso  and  duduy  dd5«— Their  egga  preserved  for  winter 


ments,  337 — Tattooing^,  339 — Baidarkas,  340 — ^BaUbmtSiS 

Water  }ayelkwt  343-r-Tiiiiir  <ikitt  to  djritigi  aM*-Tilriv  n. 

iignoD,  i^4— ^o  .marriage  eemmoiof^  t6ir«-Tbe  wakB  ciMii- 

.    1l«)^«.ior^bop;mB»  946-^Maim^r  cf  dbpoaini:  of  tfaeii  icid, 

s^.-lTheir  daiicest.i^ — PlMits<y]^]Mted  then»,M6. 
OflfitrUi^iq^^  Or  B8i^|<B|S»4  title  of  distinctioQ  fttJaptey  I  Mi 
Oatolly  a  necessary  implement  in  drivStlg  a  ^Udge*  441. 
Owhyhee,  iakapd  #&  i^^ti  «C  tbe  thifi  ttete,  l«l«.*FioKms 
.    111^9  in  civi}isati«^  i«3->^£iideavoiirft  of  tho  JUng  to  m^ 
crease  its  prosperity,  164— >Many  of  the  inhalntBOli  somig 
m  wlors  Ob  bo»rd  Attieritean  vettelii  l€S«-»«ExGdleoo»  of 
tbe  cotda^  niade  diorc^ f^.*r^-Stai!e  of  tbe  itsafiiie«  iM^aod 

O|yei0r<af£ikf r^  a  remirkaUe  Jnrd  to  tealiod^  49&. 

Smulf  St.f  idaod  of*  hf  v^bmia  diooovor^d»  StS^Denipte  of 

.    ityi^wH^Minerak  hwi  ib^K^  3d3r*^AiitniAl  fimdttatiaii^tft.^-* 

.    IHfUaOtteAikmbersofsea^birday  S35>--*Maaier.dPpkBaenBig 

Aw  «|^  for  wittier  8tore&»  t6.«-^Vc9etaMo  pwjiliMiiiiUj 

iMc  qf  Tenerfffe^  im  keighth,  31— Heaghtfa  of  tho  pboa  on 

1    orldch  it  ptaocls,  a^-^Abou^da  vi)lx  ntrified  la?m  wd  pnnce 

$tooM,  i»-«-CircumlcTt«ce  •(  tho  GVatori  tf.*«JttcM^tti- 

JUffMTf  reastod  ttiea  ll,$ed  id  Ja|p«ti  osocterm  ogoinstc^  ipi> 

JR^pr^tUma^  cxiraorc&ary  4Mi«a  ib  tiie  SdMid  of  St»  Fuil, 

Jg^tr^fiauiov>9ki  ^  toiKD  6fy  in  ^amsohatko,  ita  aitoalkOf  IfS— 

Batt  given  there  by  General  KmcheleflT^  176. 
i^yMaH*  Jtclc^c^^  smart  occiisV>tie4  hy  toochiiig  it»  St- 
Physician  of  Japan,  his  mode  of  examhung  hSo  patifoir 

Objections  made  against  Ms  attendiog  Ih^  Rotaian 

dor,  249. 
PUlarsy  remarkable  appearaacfd  resembling  them  on  the  lop  of 
'    a  moimtaiA,  $06. 
FlantSi  collected  by  the  Author  betmten  Ocbotsk  aiod  Jakfltik, 

600, 
Fcpoii  a  aor^  of  ftrme nlitd  bread-fnuA  made   at  NakriiHMi 

iir. 

Fcrto  d€  rOraiffva,  Ibaw  of;  at  Teoavifi^  S9*^U  iiaa  tkai- 

tioB,  SO. 
Foit'MtatiouM^  foF  ^ogs,  all  over  KaiBachatka>  53S»^or)MilSi 

%U  along  the  river  IjBoa»  60S. 
PoiHioeB  thrive  well  at  Oonalashka,  3S5. 
Fottigry^  exceUent,  tqight  be  made  at  Oon«laahiDB>  M5. 


iVfimiiiy  ^mtammiimk  of  UiOBe  se&t  by  the  Emperor  of  Rtiftsia 
to  the  Emperor  of  Japan  303«— The  Japanese  not  permitted 
iD^aeotpt  eoypmients,  904-«ThQ«e  sent  to  die  Etoipetorre* 

J^retfuftowi  that  ^  the  Russuot  aaibasBador  to  the  govenibr*s 
house  at  Nangasaki^  357. 

M^fmi^tau*  mtevconrao  bet#een  the  ^xea  at  Kodiak^  358^^ 
Not  checked  by  the  Russians,  i6. 

JFrammuttfy  ffike  Mi/M$im9j  One  ao  called  by  captain  Kruaeii- 
atem,  369. 

^romiUchienikij  or  Rttsaian  for^umters,  some  unwilling  to 
laaf0-  St;  Paulf  $37«*«Tbe  had  treatment  they  receive  fra«i 
aMr  HQperiors,  3«3«-«-More  on  this  subject^  38(>— .Renftcm- 
atrancaa  ef  i9ie  Author  ac^aiast  it^  183— More  on  tiieir 
wretched  state,  416. 

PrtrvUianij  articles  of,  and  their  prices,  at  Santa  Catharina,  46 
and  47. 

Puebtmi  ^  St.  Josopls  il  Califisrafa,  46S~Meaning  of  tUs  ap- 
pellation, #« 

PuleiBf  0mmram,  or  saAd*flflf  a  troubleaonie  insect  at  Saute 
Catharina,  54-— Inconveniences  often  e:sperieoc6d  frotn  it, 
f*.  and  71. 

JPurckasesy  none  permitted  to  be  wade  m  Japan,  343. 

Quadrufttdff  very  few  at  Nukahiwa,  156. 

R. 

J2aiRi<4riHtaevi/of  the  ifthabitaiits  of  Otmalashka,  336. 
Jl^weAtHas  Lae,  tte  Indian  villages  ait  the  Missions  in  Califor*^ 

nia,  434* 
JRa^  IM  fiah^  popttkr  belief  that  the  thorns  in  its  Uil  are  poi- 

SCOMUS)  95. 

Medqfsiif  ll¥.  his  iMelMion  of  visiling  Kamschatka,  547— His 
melancholy  end,  560. 

J^0tiH<e«fv^mat  mmbers  fiMrmeriy  in  Kamschatka,  5 1 8--*Great 
^draaiagas  derived  from  them  by  the  Coraks,  565«*Not  so 
pleasant  ibr  sledge  trarelUng  as  dogs,  i67— Endeavours  to 
raslore  them  in  Kamschatka,  568. 

Mtmnm^g'y  Baaoa  Voni  determines  to  visit  the  Aleutian  Islands, 
&c.  307 — ^Proposes  to  the  author  to  accompany  him,  S08-~ 
SaHiaia  IrtStlwiled  by  him  at  Kodiak,  368-^Oetermines  on  an 
espcdkion  to  Galiforaia,  384^--Departs  on  the  expedition, 
4M»««^Has  thoughts  of  marrying  a  Spanish  lady  there,  455-— 
Desirous  ^  estsbBshing  a  trade  between  the  Russian  and 
Sflamah  aettiemeiiu  on  the  western  coast  of  Americsi  456 
•««p>Deiermines  to  revenge  himself  on  the  Japanese,  546— 
Sends  expeditions  against  their  eetttlements  on  the  Kurile 
islands,  id.— Jde  lands  at  Ochotsk  on  his  return  home,  546-^ 


deaitH  at  Krasnojarskt  d47^Hlt  tomb  Tkited  hf  the 
authoFi  617. 

MoberUi  an  English  tailor  Found  on  tbe  Wand  of  NtrinMwi, 
88— His  enmity  towards  a  French  sailor  on  the  Mand)  93— 
His  zeal  in  the  sendee  of  the  Rusuan  ship  and  crew,9i^ 
Very  little  Uttooed,  114. 

Moek$^  aome  very  curious  ooea  in  Siberiat  called  Sditadioki 
609.  ^ 

Itoe^  of  herrings,  how  preserved  as  adabtyby  theKdosduan^ 
393. 

Moe9j  great  numben  in  CaMbmia,  453. 

Jttu0i0'^merican  Trading  Company)  reference  to  die  priadpil 
authorities  respecting  its  establishment,  3U«— I>epior9d)ie 
situation  of  the  sailors  in  its  service,  315«*It8  bad  msaigc* 
ment  of  the  settlement  at  Kodiak,  358.  ., 

8. 
Sabie9i  difference  between  those  of  Kamschatica  and  Siberia, 

519— -Those  of  Witim,  in  Siberia,  very  6ne,  508. 
'Sakle^hunterMf  the  expecKtions  of  the  Siberian  ones  inpandtoC 

their  game,  508. 
Si.  Peter  and  St.  Paulj  a  fine  harbour  in  Kamschatlcay  Ifl— 

Productions  of  the  country  round  it,  173. 
Salmony  the  immense  shoals  of  them  at  Kamschada,  591. 
Sand^ea^  great  inconvenience  often  experienced  (rom  h, 

SandMtonef  glittering  mountain  of,  m  Siberia,  607. 

Santa  Catharinoy  island  of,bcautiM  approach  to  it,  43— Its  ex- 
tent, 44-i^PopiiIation,  i^.— Manners  of  the  inhabttanth  45<-- 
Extent  of  its  dependencies,  46— Its  productions,  tft.«^ru- 
cles  of  food,  and  their  prices,  ib.  and  47— A,  great  msny  cat- 
tle reared  there,  47«*Sufret-ed  to  run  wild,  ib^^^^/tusM  of 
catching  them,  ift.— The  Portuguese  settlers  there  sabfect 
to  inroads  from  the  natives,  48— Particulars  relative  to  the 
climate,  i^.— Customs  and  habits  that  prevail  in  the  eoM7) 
49«— Oreat  number  of  negro  slaves,  50— -Numerous  flbjects 
of  trade  that  might  be  prodnced  there,  51<-^Vefy  few 
ecclesiastics,  53— A  particular  sort  of  bow  for  shooting  btlli 
used,  53— Importance  of  the  whale  fishery,  6^-DisMtes  of 
the  ishtndy  70— State  of  medicbie,  ib.  and  71 — ^Bad  teeth  of 
the  natives,  73— Natural  history,  ib.  and  fQ. 

Santfi'CruZj  the  principal  town  on  the  island  of  TenerMfe*  34 
— >Rabblc  constantly  in  the  streets  there,  id.— Good  tndKK^ 
age  in  the  harbour,  ib — Plenty  of  fruit,  and  other  provMms, 
td..-.No  regular  inns,  35— -Abundance  of  fiah,  id.«-T«otoD- 
vents  of  monks  there,  36 — Monument  to  the  Virpii  Maiy*, 
fd.*-^The  houses  built,  and  the  streets  paved,  witihi  Isvb,  i^* 
—Some  pleasam  society  there.  27. 


SaiUB^Crutf  «  fen  to  called,  on  an  litand  off  tbe  0Qast«(Bn« 

zily  43  and  44. 
SamanOf  or  KamacliAdftle  lilf)  the  roou  a  yrcRt  article  of  food 

at  0<Mialashka|  S34«*£ateii  aiao  at  Kodiak,  but  not  goodi 

367. 
Scho/um§y  a  name  given  to  the  male  concubines  at  Oooalashka| 

345. 

SfioioMchnoij  a  Russian  Tillag;e  on  the  river  Lenai  610. 

^cJlooscq^  and  Davidofff  Ueotenants*  their  ntyages  between 
Asia  and  America,  3o9— Their  expedition^  against  the  Ja* 
panose  settttements,  ^48i^ThW'  inelancholf  fiite,  S50. 

SeaUf  extraordinary  shoal  of^  seen  at  sea,  484-— Several  kinds 
at  Kamschatka,  and  their  great  utility,  519. 

Scu^ear9f  immense  shoals  of  them  on  the  island  of  St  Paul, 
330— Some  account  of  them,  33i«-Manner  of  taking  them, 
334. 

Se^-Hrdtf  immense^  flights  of  them  at  St  Paul,  S95«»-Maooer 
of  preserving  their  eggs,  ^^.-^ StiU  greater  fights  on  the 
island  <tf  St.  George,  338 — Vast  numbers  at  Kamschatka, 
533. 

Sco'omj  a  dead  one  feund  at  sea,  319— Numbers  on  an  island 
between  Asia  and  America,  334— Stetter's  species  wholljr 
extinct,  {^.-fi-Figures  cut  from  their  teeth,  by  the  Oonalash- 
kians,  343. 

Sea^ogy  its  great  use  in  the  Aleutian  islands  334* 

Sca'OUerM^  great  numbers  caught  about  the  island  of  St.  Paul, 
S34— Formerly  in  great  numbers  about  Kodiak,  but  now 
nearly  destroyed,  36&— ^Progressive  destruction  of  them  by 
the  Russians,  371— Deplorable  &te  of  some  expeditions  hent 
tO'Catch  them,  487. 

£f«-intftM,  immense  quantities  on  the  shores  of  KamMhatkai 
171. 

Sea  Voyage f  far  from  tedious,  31— Various  ^amusements  and 
emplc^ments  upon  it,  33. 

Sefiiaj  very  large  ones  in  the  sea  about  Brazil,  76— Dangerous 
to  people  biuiung,  77. 

Serenade^t  frequent  at  Santa  Catharina,  57. 

Ser/iepi4,  gieat  numb^^  in  Brazil,  and  very  venomous,  73. 

S^eefiy  wild  ^es  abound  at  Kamschatka,  jil8— »Their  uses,  i&. 

Silver  and  Gold  ielands  sought  for  in  vain,  169. 

SUcAa^  Russian  settlement  of,  its  first  founda^on,  379— Con- 
teats  between  the  Russians  and  the  inhabitants,  f^.^-Its  final 
submission  to  Russia,  S74-»-The  climate  not  very  bad,  388— 
Less  cold  than  some  more  southern  parts  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  f6.— ^Nature  of  the  mountains,  389— 
Vegetable  productions,  x^.^— Animals,  390— Birds,  td.-Flsh^ 
394— Sea  animals,  t^.-- ^larm  of  a  new  attack  from  the  Ksr 
luschians,  489. 

Skina,  of  hirdb,  garments  made  of  them  at  Oonalashka;  336. 


SiHall'ftoxj  ra^g  in  Siberia,  590. 

Afow^oe^,  &OI0  worn  at  Kanischatka,  543. 

^bdrfiet,  tte  Tiib0o  ones  at  Nokahiwa,  U4. 

StclUr*8  SeO'COWf  Trkhe&UB  tnanatUB^  whollf  extirpated,  324. 

WmklMg  Stirimgu  in  Siberia^  whyi  lo  called^  609k 

Siorm^   account  of  a  dreadful  one  off  the  coast  of  Japsoi 

185. 
Siraw  mat9^  used  as  beds  and  tiMes  at  Santa  Catharina,  65. 
Siram  boau^  used  at  St  Francasco,  469. 
Sugar^-cai^ffj  abundance  hi  the  island  o(  Mukafaiway  lQ3-^Aiid 

in  0#byhee,  166. 

T. 

J^Aoa  ^OGiedBa  at  Nukahiwa,  1 14p«<)Ob}ects  ef  Tabes  aanme- 
rated,  133. 

Tafthcoj  er  Cas8ava»>root,  a  prtaeipal  ertide  q£  fend  at  Saats 
Catfaarinaf  46—Manner  of  preparing  and  eating  it,  6S« 

J\utoolng^  the  people  at  Nukahiwa  panicufaurlr  reAarkaUe  fcr 
itf  1 10— Considered  as  a  badge  of  distinction  among  thomt 
1 1  l-^Made  a  profession  by  particular  peraon^  i>.*— Mannef 
in  which  it  is  performed^  ik^^Tht  women  vary  little  tit- 
tooedt  1  ISttf-^Fonnerly  much  in-  use  at  Ooaafainhkai  ^S 
-^oihewhat  in  use  now  in  California,  443. 

7b«a«,  or  priests  of  Nukahiwaf  great  eaters  of  hiunan  flesliv 
136— The  popubM*  belief  of  their  knowledge  in  augtc, 
143. 

Tray  a  panicttlar  sort  nsed  at  Santa  Catharinai^  S9. 

TenerlJSpB^  isli^d  of|  ari«Tal  of  the  Rusaiatl  ships  thore^  33— 
The  wines,  35 — A  great  deal  of  Teneriffe  wine  sold  as  Ms* 

•  deira,  ^6^— Brandy  scivee  tbere^  t^.*— Svident  marks  of  rol* 
canoes  in  various  parts  of  the  island,  36  and  34— The  cli- 
mate irery  mild,  37«— Dominican  ^monastery  there,  38— Cca* 
vent  of  nuns,  id  r-Ho^itality  of  a  cioaen  there,  i^.^--«Heigbth 
of  the  peakr  33» 

Tkeatrcy  a  Russian  one  at  Irkutsk,  614. 

Toluy  balsam-  of,  prepared  at  Santa  Catharina,  51,  note. 

Tachingodsiy  Prince,  at  Japan,  his  splendid .  boat,    316  and 

.  2i7-^The  Russian  ambassador^  returns  in  it  on  board  tbc 
ship,  266. 

TuBMj  a  game  played  by  the  Indians  of  California, '  443. 

V.  • 
f^accinatiotiy  introduced  into  Caliibmia,  477. 
l^irgin  Mdry^  a  monument  to  her  at  Santa  Cniz,  36— -A  picture 

^  of  one  rising  out  of  a  large  aloe^  43 1 . 
l^oicanoesy  several  craters  of,  about  the  island  of  TenerilFet  34 

— Flaming  ones  on  the  coast  of  Kamschatka^  17i««-ArC' 


markable  one  apon  the  island  of  Jeasoi  973^-Anodier  ter 
markable  one  among  the  Kurile  islands^  369— Two  on  the 
island  of  Oonalashka,  SSI— A  great  one  in  Kyirmrhatliai 
555.  i 

V%Ucan*9  lilandy  sought  hi  vain  in  the  Pacific  Ocean^  183. 

Vuitu^Hturoy  a  peculiar  kind  of  weh-fixtted' vulturei  480. 

U. 
Uncultivated  nations^  how  much  thejr  depend  on  one  piHictt- 

lar  thing  for  their  support^  596. 
U/iooj  a  remarkably  tall  inhabitant  of  Nukahiwai  104. 
UrauUij  SantOt  much  honoured  at  Teneriffe)  39. 
Usikutay  a  town  on  the  river  Lenai  of  considerable  trade^ 

613.  t 

W. 

Waiktdy  a  sort  of  food  made  from  the  bread-fndty  1 16. 

Wmlk^  description  of  one  made  at  Japan  fi>r  the  Russian  am* 
bassadori  330. 

Washington**  iMland^  or  the  New  Marquesas,  arrival  of  the 
ship  there,  85— Description  of  the  git)up  of  islands,  96-« 
Tabular  view  of  them,  $8— Climate,  and  course  of  the  sea- 
sons, 100^-Prevailing  winds,  i6«--*Prodttctions  of  these  isl- 
ands, 103— Beauty  and  fine  form  of  the  inhabilaDts,  104. 

Water  javelma^  those  used  at  Oonalashka,  S43. 

Werchnoi  Kam$chatkaj  a  considerable  tow%  553— -Bad  state 
of  the  Military  Hospital,  i6,»— Great  want  of  medicmes, 
554. 

Wercholensk^  a  conuderable  town  on  the  river  Lena,  613* 

Whaicy  the  ship  strikes  on  one,  573. 

Whale-fishery^  ito  importance  at  Santa  Catharina,  68— Difibr- 
ent  establishments  in  Braail  for  carrying  it  mi,  ib^ 

Wiilowa,  seen  by  the  author  in  full  leaf  in  an  ice-valley,  586. 

WinJj  remarkable  phenomenon  respecting  it,  485. 

Women  qfJafiaUy  lu*ge  parttes  coine  out  to  see  the  Rusuan 
ship,  313. 

Woodf  a  sort  impervious  to  wormsi  said  to  grow  at  Owhyhee, 
166. 

Wood/iecker,  the  golden-winged,  bandeaus  made  of  their 
feathers  in  California,  441. 

X. 

Jiraraecaj  a  very  venomous  serpent  in  Brazil,  7S«i-Smeil  said 
to  be  emitted  from  it,  74. 

z. 

Zoofikytes^  a  great  variety  seen  by  the  author  in  the  Atlantic^ 
4rl«aAnd  between  Owfayhee  and  Kamschatka,  16. 
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